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Back in May, the popular Israeli musician Hanan Ben Ari released a song called “Dream Like 

Joseph.” You can find the lyrics translated into English here. Ben Ari sings about how we can 

find ourselves in the stories of our biblical ancestors. Like Cain, we too can be jealous. Like 

Rachel, we cry when no one else is around. And like Joseph, we dream. Of all the examples he 

gives, it is Joseph who he names the song after. In the chorus Ben Ari sings, “And I also dream 

like Joseph/Yes they also threw me into the pit.” The story of Joseph is one of the most moving 

narratives in the Bible. No doubt many of you will remember how it was artfully translated by 

Andrew Lloyd Weber into the musical “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” 

Joseph’s story comes to its climax this Shabbat, in parashat Vayigash, as he finally reveals 

himself to his astonished brothers, and reunites with his elderly father, Jacob. Joseph’s dreams, 

and his ability to interpret the dreams of others, serve to propel his journey forward. The dreams 

that Joseph interprets occur in the night, but they also serve as visions, even goals, for the future. 

Joseph’s dreams guide him towards becoming a leader in Egypt, reuniting with his family, and 

providing them with food and a safe place to settle. These dreams represent aspirations of the 

type we all hold. From Joseph to Theodore Herzl, dreams have helped move our people forward.  

 

Indeed, this has been true for all of humanity. Dreams of scientific innovation, a more 

representative government, and many other ideas have helped our world progress. Today, I 

sometimes worry that we have lost our capacity to dream. Recently there was an article in The 

Atlantic by Derek Thompson that argued that in film, science and the economy, the US is 

running out of new ideas. He points out how the top-grossing movies are almost exclusively 

sequels (think Marvel) or live-action remakes of Disney animated movies. Additionally, political 

polarization has led to greater cynicism about whether anything can get done and cancel culture 

has chilled conversations about important issues. In this context, Ben Ari’s refrain “Dream Like 

Joseph” seems like a call for all of us to put our cynicism aside and recapture our capacity to 

dream. 

 

Despite the things that might discourage us, there are many examples of how dreams are being 

achieved today. The fast development of the vaccines and therapies to treat COVID-19, a 

bipartisan infrastructure bill, and the innovations that keep coming in technology are all concrete 

ways in which we are realizing, or at least working towards, our dreams. Ben Ari’s song itself is 

part of the fulfillment of the early Zionist thinker Ahad HaAm’s dream of a cultural Jewish 

revival. Israeli popular music is bursting with songs that reimagine prayers and texts from our 

tradition. We are truly living through a renaissance of Jewish ideas and culture. All of this 

reminds us that we still have the capacity to dream and to accomplish our dreams. And it starts 

when we dream like Joseph. 

 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-eM3jecbDU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-eM3jecbDU&t=2s
https://lyricstranslate.com/en/cholem-kmo-yosef-dream-joseph.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/12/america-innovation-film-science-business/620858/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/12/america-innovation-film-science-business/620858/

