
December 31, 2020 

Vayehi - Message from Rabbi Wexler:  

 

In this week’s Torah portion, Vayehi, the last parasha of the book of Genesis, we read about the 

death of Jacob. As Jacob’s life draws to an end, he brings his sons close and offers a blessing to 

each of them. In Genesis 49:28 we read: “each man according to his blessing, he blessed them.” 

Rashi understands this verse to mean that Jacob offered a unique, fitting, and individualized 

blessing to each of his twelve sons. 

 

However, 20th century Torah scholar, Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, offers a different 

interpretation. He suggests that “according to his blessing” does not necessarily refer to the 

blessings’ recipients, his sons, but could, in fact, refer to Jacob himself. Jacob blessed them with 

his blessing–that is, with his essence, with his very being. 

 

Taken together, I believe these two interpretations offer us an important understanding of what it 

means to bestow blessings on one another. We have been blessed with the God-given ability to 

bless. God’s blessings must flow through us, and perhaps even more importantly, we must be the 

source of blessings as well. We bless one another through hesed (loving-kindness), tzedakah 

(righteousness), presence, and love. We bless one another when we tailor each beraha (blessing) 

to the personality and temperament of the individual. And we also bless one another by being a 

blessing ourselves; by sharing our essence, our blessing, with others. 

 

As we turn to the New Year (thank God!) of 2021, let us ask: in what ways are we blessed, and 

how can we be sure to be a blessing for others, for our community, and for the world in the New 

Year ahead? 

 

As we reflect on the blessings of our lives, I share with you this 2021 New Year prayer by 

Jewish poet Alden Solovy. 

 

Wishing you and your loved ones a happy and healthy new year filled with blessings. 

 

Wildly Unimaginable Blessings 

By Alden Solovy 

Let us dream 

Wildly unimaginable blessings… 

Blessings so unexpected, 

Blessings so beyond our hopes for this world, 

Blessings so unbelievable in this era, 

That their very existence 

Uplifts our vision of creation, 

Our relationships to each other, 

And our yearning for life itself. 

Let us dream 

Wildly unimaginable blessings… 

A complete healing of mind, body, and spirit, 

A complete healing for all, 



The end of suffering and strife, 

The end of plague and disease, 

When kindness flows from the river of love, 

When goodness flows from the river of grace, 

Awakened in the spirit of all beings, 

When G-d’s light, 

Radiating holiness, 

Is seen by everyone. 

Let us pray — 

With all our hearts — 

For wildly unimaginable blessings, 

So that G-d will hear the call 

To open the gates of the Garden, 

Seeing that we haven’t waited, 

That we’ve already begun to repair the world, 

In testimony to our faith in life, 

Our faith in each other, 

And our faith in the Holy One, 

Blessed be G-d’s Name. 

 


