
December 17, 2020 - Miketz 

Weekly Message from Rabbi Peltz: 

 

Tonight we celebrate the eighth and final night of Hanukkah. I hope that you had a meaningful 

holiday, and have found ways to let your light shine and brighten our world. Remember that one 

way we can do this as a community is by putting tzedakah in the candle box that you received from 

TBS and checking off the organization you would like it to support. You can drop your box of 

tzedakah off at TBS and together we will help those in need 

(https://www.tbsonline.org/hanukkahtzedakahproject). With Hanukkah ending with the onset of 

Shabbat tomorrow night, it seems appropriate that our Torah portion is called Miketz, which 

literally means, “at the end.” Here the Torah is referring to the conclusion of two years of Joseph’s 

prison sentence. Last week’s portion concluded with Joseph hopelessly in jail. This week it begins 

two years later, with Pharaoh troubled by his dreams. We know what happens next. Joseph is 

brought from prison to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, which he does successfully, and suddenly his 

fortune has changed. He defies the odds, and goes from despairing inmate to successful leader in a 

few verses. This reminds us of the story of Hanukkah, which also celebrates the victory of the weak 

over the powerful. What these reversal of fortune stories have in common is, to quote modern 

Jewish commentators, when you think the story’s over it is ready to begin (chocolate coins to 

anyone who can identify those modern Jewish commentators). In other words, with hope, faith and 

determination, an ending can also be an opportunity to begin again. 

 

As we approach the end of 2020, we feel this sense of opportunity. Especially after this past 

Monday, which truly was a momentous day. Our democracy proved resilient, as the electoral 

college made clear, and the first medical professionals received vaccinations against COVID-19. 

Each signified not only the end of long and difficult months of uncertainty, but also the start of a 

new chapter. Though we know that we still have plenty of challenges ahead of us, especially when 

it comes to doing our part to prevent the spread of COVID-19, the vaccine allows us to see the light 

at the end of this long tunnel. Still, as we continue to navigate through this time, we also ought to 

consider how we can make sure that it changes us for the better. 

 

This is what Rabbi Shlomo Rabinowicz, a 19th century Polish rabbi, teaches on the opening verses 

of our parashah in his commentary Tiferet Shlomo. He connects the conclusion of Joseph’s two 

years in prison with other inflection points in the lives of our patriarchs and matriarchs. He argues 

that, like Joseph, their endings were really just opportunities for them to learn from their challenges 

about how to live better. As he says, “Our holy ancestors directed all of their energies towards 

seeing an end to all of their sufferings, which marked a beginning the redemption of their souls.” 

Joseph, having emerged from jail and all of the other sorrows he experienced before then, becomes 

a new man. He has vision and confidence, both of which are fortified by his faith. “It is not I,” 

Joseph tells Pharaoh in regards to who will interpret his dreams, rather “God will see to Pharaoh’s 

welfare!” The end of Joseph’s prison time becomes the beginning of his success. He is able to make 

it that way because, like his parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, he learns from his 

hardships, and rededicates himself to God, to his family, and to his people. As we reach the end 

Hanukkah, a holiday that celebrates rededication, may we be ready to rededicate ourselves after we 

emerge from our own challenging times. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Hanukkah Sameah. 
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