
December 10, 2020 - Vayeshev 

Weekly Message from Rabbi Wexler 

 

I LOVE Hanukkah. I love lighting the Hanukiyah with family and friends, I love singing the traditional 

songs while playing dreidel and exchanging gifts. And I particularly love reflecting upon the central 

themes of the holiday: perseverance, hope, miracles, and light. While this year’s socially distanced 

Hanukkah will certainly be different, the themes and values remain the same, and in fact, feel even 

more relevant and important this year. 

 

We learn in a midrash that when one constructs windows “he should build them wide on the inside and 

narrow on the outside.” Why? “So that the light may spread throughout the house.” However, the 

midrash continues, “the windows in the Temple were constructed wide on the outside and narrow 

within, so that the light of the Temple might spread forth to illuminate the world.” 

 

The windows in the Temple were designed to let God’s light shine out into the world. On Hanukkah, 

we too turn our light outward. Each night of the holiday, it is traditional to place our lit menorahs in the 

window for all passersby to see. Why? The lights in our windows are meant to shine out and be seen 

by the world, sharing the miracle publicly. As we find ourselves in a world certainly in need of light 

right now, and as we begin the celebration of Hanukkah tonight, allow me to suggest that each night of 

holiday, after lighting the candles, we take a moment to pause and ask: “what light would you like to 

send out into the world tonight?” 

 

TBS is in the business of sending light. While these 9+ months of the Pandemic have been incredibly 

difficult in so many ways, I have never been prouder of and inspired by our TBS community. What 

does it look like to spread light? It looks like nearly 50 volunteers delivering TBS Hanukkah bags, 

made possible by the TBS Board of Directors, to almost 800 homes. It looks like the incredible 20-foot 

Hanukiyah, generously donated by David and Abbey Gancz, that now stands outside of TBS. It looks 

like members of the Hesed Committee calling congregants to check-in and say hello. It looks like Nili 

Kreisman, Michaela Rosenbaum, and Danni Zak, three TBS 5th graders that started “Bead the Good,” 

making and selling beautiful bracelets and donating all of the money, hundreds and hundreds of dollars 

to organizations and people in need in our South Jersey community. Finally, it looks like our talented 

and dedicated TBS staff and lay leaders working tirelessly to ensure that our TBS community remains 

connected supported, and spiritually close. The light of the Temple, the light of our community, and 

the light of our homes must spread forth to illuminate the world. 

 

We can each be a source of light. We must be sources of light. As you use the candles from the TBS 

Hanukkah bags to light your menorah over the next eight days, we want to invite you add light not 

only via flame but also by helping those in need. This Hanukkah, TBS has chosen to support six 

different tzedakah organizations that are helping those both in and beyond the Jewish community, in 

our South Jersey community and in Israel. As we enjoy the holiday food on our tables in the warmth of 

our homes, may we step forward to help ensure others can have food to eat, a roof over their heads, 

and their utility bills paid. Each night, as you remove candles from the box, replace them with bills and 

coins. Slowly the box of candles will become a tzedakah box. Take time to read the information that 

we provided in the Hanukkah bags or read online here 

(https://www.tbsonline.org/hanukkahtzedakahproject) about each of the six organizations. And at the 

end of the holiday, choose which organization you would like to give to and return your full tzedakah 

box to TBS or donate online. Let your light shine! 

 

Wishing everyone a Hanukkah Sameah, a Hanukkah filled with light! 

https://www.tbsonline.org/hanukkahtzedakahproject?fbclid=IwAR15J32h9oNgqlXOYxTSpqryNgvClPAzPdLrEG2VFETEYPi7abcoMTgZkmI

