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Rabbi Peltz – Aharei Mot 

 

Rabbi Lionel Blue once remarked that Jews are just like everyone else, only more so. This year I 

feel the same way about Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, that we mark today. 

Yom HaShoah is important every year, but this year, even more so. It is even more so because 

our pledge to remember, and our promise of Never Again, is being tested. It is being tested by 

the war in Ukraine, and it is being tested in our own country, as the recently released ADL Audit 

of Antisemitic incidents reports. The ADL found that, in 2021, antisemitic incidents reached an 

all-time high in the US. Attacks against Jewish institutions, including JCCs and synagogues, 

were up by 61%, incidents at K-12 schools increased 106%, and incidents on college campuses 

rose 21%. And we know that some of these incidents happened in our very own community. 

Though the antisemitism we are experiencing in our community and in our country is distressing, 

it only strengthens our resolve to stand strong as one community that is part of the Jewish people. 

Together, we stand up to the hatred and antisemitism that plagues our world today. Together, we 

remember, and we reaffirm never again. 

 

In our Torah portion this week God commands V’hai bahem, to live by the mitzvot, our 

traditions and our values. This is what continues to guide us today when we stand up for what’s 

right, and also when we do not let those who hate us define us. We live by them when we live 

with joy, live with hesed (kindness), and live with pride for our Jewish heritage and our Jewish 

traditions. That’s V’hai bahem. 

 

We also live by them when we make the past present. Last night, our community Yom HaShoah 

commemoration began with this video of a very special rendition of HaTikvah. It shows two 

different groups of students singing the words of Israel’s national anthem. The first group of 

students sang these words in the early 1930s, even before Israel became a state. These students 

attended the Munkacs Hebrew Gymnasium in Czechoslovakia before the war. The video then 

transitions to show students today, from Kellman Brown Academy, singing the same words. For 

me, this is especially moving because Rachel’s grandparents were survivors from Munkacs, and 

our children are among the students singing at KBA. The words of HaTikvah, and the voices of 

the children past and present, inspire us today, as we recommit ourselves to live by the twin 

imperatives of Remember and Never Again. 

https://www.adl.org/audit2021
https://www.adl.org/audit2021
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15bS3BP6e46-BzwYxXHY8FZzi7zcqRF3f/view

