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Moadim L’Simha! Happy Passover! I hope your seders were both meaningful and liberating. 

Two of the themes emphasized throughout the seder are openness and inclusion. They are 

evident early in the seder when we say: “let all who are hungry come and eat,” and they continue 

through the penultimate act of opening the door for the prophet Elijah. It is these themes of 

openness and inclusion that I would like to reflect on today, in the midst of the holiday and on 

the heels of International Transgender Day of Visibility, which was yesterday. 

 

International Transgender Day of Visibility (March 31) was established in 2009 and is 

(according to the Human Rights Campaign), “a day to celebrate the courage it takes to live 

openly and authentically.” Passover similarly celebrates both the freedom of our ancestors and 

our freedom today to live openly and authentically, free from oppression and servitude. And yet, 

there are many people in our world, and even in our community, who are unable to live openly 

and authentically. In celebrating our freedom during Passover, we must also recognize that there 

are many who still experience harassment, oppression, discrimination, and fear. 

 

My favorite part of the seder is when we open the door for Elijah, a symbolic expression of our 

hopes for a better future—the world as it should be—even as it recalls our historical fears (hiding 

from violence and oppression, especially during Passover when there have been many 

antisemitic attacks). 

 

Physically opening the door is a powerful reminder that we must reach out to those in need. We 

must heed the words of Exodus 23:19: “You shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the 

feelings of the stranger, having yourselves been strangers in the land of Egypt.” 

 

On Passover, as we celebrate what it means to live openly and authentically, free from the 

burdens of servitude and fears of oppression, let us recognize those who live in fear behind 

closed doors. This Passover, as we celebrate our freedom and International Transgender Day of 

Visibility let us honor the foundational Jewish values of inclusion and B’tzelem Elohim—that all 

individuals are created in the image in the image of God. Let us open our doors to Elijah and a 

better future and let us ensure that every door is open for every person who wants to enter. 

 

Hag Sameah and Shabbat Shalom. 


