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INSPIRING A COMMUNITY OF LIFELONG LEARNERS

Ready or not, Passover is coming! 
It is that time of the year; the 
countdown to the seders is on. 
Matzah has already made its way 
onto the shelves at the super-

market, it’s time to start dusting off our Pass-
over dishes, and we have entered the time 
when spring cleaning takes on a completely 
different meaning.

In just a few weeks, Jews around the world will come together for the 
Passover seders. Did you know that more American Jews attend a 
Passover seder than fast on Yom Kippur? Passover is the most widely 
celebrated Jewish holiday of the year. With such a large, captive audi-
ence, what did the rabbis choose to make the focus of the seder?

They chose to highlight the importance of asking questions! With 
all ears listening, they counterintuitively decided that Passover 
night should be filled with questions instead of answers. There is of 
course the central question of the seder: “why is tonight different 
from all other nights?” But even more, the seder is structured to 
elicit and encourage all sorts of questions.

For many, religion is the search for clarity and comfort. A question, 
at its core seeks to disrupt and challenge, and thus may seem to 
subvert the religious pursuit. Judaism however, is different. Accord-
ing to our tradition, a question is more valuable than an answer, 
teaching us to value exploration over discovery. Elie Wiesel echoed 
the words of the sages by asking, “When will you understand that 
a beautiful answer is nothing? Nothing more than illusion! Man 
defines himself by what disturbs him and not by what reassures him. 
When will you understand that you are living and searching in error, 
because God means movement and not explanation?”

The importance of questioning is a value that Judaism says we must 
teach to our children. It is good to question and to wrestle, as long as 
the objective is learning and growth. “To be a Jewish child is to learn 
how to question” explains Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. “Against cultures 
that see unquestioning obedience as the ideal behavior of a child, 
Jewish tradition, in the Haggadah, regards the ‘child who has not 
learned to ask’ as the lowest, not the highest, stage of development” 
he concludes. The rabbis wanted our first memories to be of ques-
tioning and debating rather than of dogma and obedience.

The importance of questioning is first highlighted in the Torah itself. 
Abraham, the first Jew has the courage to question God regarding 
the impending doom of the cities of Sodom and Gemorrah, as he 
asks God whether He will sweep away the innocent along with the 

guilty. Moses follows in Abraham’s path by asking God why he was 
chosen to lead the Jewish people out of Egypt. According to some 
commentators, it was the very fact that Moses asked this question 
that made him fit to lead since a question is a true sign of humility 
as we admit what we don’t know or understand.

Finally, the Talmud itself is a book of questions and its entire 
methodology is based on challenging and raising questions. Its 
pages are filled with phrases like, “from where do we derive these 
things?”, “what does it teach us?” and most importantly “what is 
the reason for this?”

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel once taught: “We are closer to 
God when we are asking questions than when we think we have 
the answers.” Our questions lead us to a greater awareness of 
ourselves and an understanding of others, challenge us to explore 
the unknown and mystery of our lives, and help us to look at 
the world through a prism that radiates different vantage points. 
Curiosity, wrestling, and questioning are important Jewish values 
because they lead to understanding, discovery and growth.

Judaism is a religion of questioning and Passover is a night of 
questioning; one of the many reasons that we are so excited for our 
new TBS Haggadah, Haggadat Sholom. We hope you have had 
the opportunity to pick up your complimentary copy and order 
more for your seders this year. If not, it is certainly not too late! In 
addition to its user-friendly layout, its thought-provoking com-
mentary, and its helpful “how-to” sections, on many of the pages 
you will also find a “Let’s Discuss” box with dedicated discussion 
questions for that section of the Haggadah. I had the privilege 
to write these questions and I hope you will use them to inspire 
conversation as well as more questions at your seders. A handful of 
my favorite questions from the Haggadah are:

• How has the seder impacted your life?
• How are we still slaves and to what?
• How do you see each of the four children in yourself?
•  What can we do to confront the plagues that exist in the world today?
• What does a redeemed world look like to you?

The seder is intended to be filled with questions. We hope the 
commentary and questions in Haggadat Sholom will help to 
promote conversation and discussion, and that ultimately, they 
will help to bring forth your own questions, the questions of your 
heart. This Passover, may our seders be filled with questioning, 
searching, and growing. Maybe our questions lead to answers and 
our answers lead to questions, and may we, like our ancestors, find 
freedom along the way.

Let’s Discuss! By Rabbi Bryan Wexler | ravbryan@tbsonline.org



Passover Sedarim
TBS will be helping to provide home 
hospitality for those who would like to 
attend a Passover Seder. This project 
is known as Kol Dikhfin (All who are 
hungry…) from the verse we recite at the 
beginning of the Seder inviting all who 
are hungry to join us. We are particular-
ly reaching out to college students who 
attend local schools, but whose families 
are not from this area. We’ll try to make 
matches that result in compatibility 
between host and guests in terms of 
kashrut, style of Seder, etc. Think of how 
welcome a student far from home will 
feel when invited to your Seder table! 
If you’d be willing to host some guests, 
please contact the synagogue office  
or email Rabbi Peltz at  
ravmicah@tbsonline.org.

Passover Kiddushim
We are so grateful to Pamela and Paul Litwack for their generous sponsorship of  
our Passover Kiddushim. We invite you to contribute to beautify our Passover  
Kiddushim following services. Contributions may be made in honor of our  
community or a loved one, or in memory of a loved one, and will be recognized in 
our Passover and Shabbat Announcements and in Temple Talk. 

For more information about sponsoring our Passover Kiddushim, please contact 
Ron Safier at (856) 751-6663 x218 or rons@tbsonline.org.

Name ______________________________________

Address ____________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________

Amount enclosed: $___________________________

In honor of _________________________________

In memory of _______________________________

$36 – Karpas
$72 – Maror
$180 – Matzah
$360 – Shulhan 
Orekh (Festive 
Meal)

Other 

____________

Flowers for Passover
Dress up your holiday table with beautiful flowers that will be delivered 
to your home or send flowers to family and friends while supporting 
Sisterhood. This year’s flowers will be ordered through Mums the Word, 
a florist with creative design, located in Marlton, NJ. Flowers will be 
delivered on April 8. Orders must be received by March 31. Free  
delivery to local towns. For selection, pricing and to order contact  
Debbie Swerdlow at debswerd@comcast.net, 609-206-8230 or visit the  
TBS website at tbsonline.org.

TBS Passover 
Wine Sale
Fill out your order form and join us at 
our wine tastings! Proceeds  
support our student education  
programs. Cash, check, credit  
cards accepted. For more  
information contact the  
Education Department  
at 856/751-1824.
 

Wine Tastings: 
March 8, 15, 22 
9 – 11:30 am

Pick Up: 
March 29  
9 am – 12 pm

✁

Selling the Hametz 
Any hametz owned by a Jew during the week of Passover is forbidden for actual use forever. 
If, therefore, one cannot dispose of all hametz before Passover, he must arrange for a formal 
mechirat hametz or sale of that hametz to a non-Jew.

All hametz in your possession should be collected and locked in a spare room, closet or 
trunk. All hametz dishes and utensils should also be placed in a special room or closet until after 
Pesah, after having been thoroughly scoured and cleansed.

See the Rabbi personally to authorize a bill of sale. If that’s not possible, mail this form to the 
Rabbi before April 5. It is customary to make a donation for tzedakah as part of this transaction.

Hametz Sale
I, _______________________________, hereby authorize Rabbi Lindemann to dispose of 
all my hametz wherever it may be stored. This I do in accordance with the requirements and 
provisions of Jewish Law.

Name ________________________________________________________________

Hebrew Name _________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________



Passover is fast approaching, and we are all starting to think about what we need to buy at the super-
market. ShopRite has a wonderful selection of everything you’ll need for your Passover shopping. What 
better way to support TBS than to buy ShopRite scrip (gift cards)! If 100 families purchased $100 of gift 
cards each week for 50 weeks of the year we would sell $500,000 and make $25,000 for TBS. We earn 
5% on the sale of ShopRite scrip.
ShopRite gift cards, as well as many other gift cards, are available during normal Gift Shop business 
hours: Monday 9 am - 1 pm, Tuesday 6:15-8 pm, Wednesday 10 am-6:30 pm, Friday 10 am-12 pm and 
Sunday 9 am-12 pm. 

If you are not available during these times, ShopRite gift cards are also sold at the TBS office Monday through Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and 
Friday 9 am - 3 pm. Please support this easy fundraising project!!
Stop by the Gift Shop for all your Passover needs!
Come to the Gift Shop and take a look at the beautiful new items for your Passover table. There are also some wonderful hostess gifts to take 
to family and friends for the holidays.

Purchase Gift Cards for your Passover shopping and support TBS!

JFCS Betsy and Peter Fischer Food Pantries Need Your Help! When cleaning your home  
to eliminate hametz this Passover, please consider donating any unopened, non-perishable food items that you no longer 
wish to keep such as cereal, rice, pasta, tomato products, peanut butter and jelly. JFCS will also gladly accept donations 
that are kosher for Passover such as soup, fish, tomato sauce, desserts and candies. After Passover they will accept any  
unopened leftover Passover food items. Food and other donations may be dropped off or received at the JFCS Family  
Assistance Center, 1309 Route 70 West, Cherry Hill. Call 856-433-8225 for hours. Food and donations may also be dropped 
off or received at JFCS, 1301 Springdale Road, Suite 150, Cherry Hill. Monday-Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 3 pm.  
For more information contact Donna Broecker at 856-424-1333 or dbroecker@jfedsnj.org

Service Schedule
In observance of Passover, the TBS office will close at 1 pm on 
April 8 and be closed on April 9-10 and April 15-16.

Wednesday, April 8
7 am, Siyum for First Born
Erev Passover – no evening 
services

Thursday, April 9
9:30 am, 1st day of Passover
Minha following Kiddush
No late services

Friday, April 10
9:30 am, 2nd day of  
Passover
6:15 pm, Minha Ma’ariv 

Help us protect those  
who struggle with hunger.

Donate today. mazon.org  | (800) 813-0557 

Pesah Guide
The Rabbinical Assembly Pesah Guide is available  
by going to www.rabbinicalassembly.org

Saturday, April 11
9:30 am, Shabbat Hol Hamoed
7:25 pm, Minha Ma’ariv 

Tuesday, April 14
6:15 pm, Minha Ma’ariv 

Wednesday, April 15
9:30 am, 7th day of Passover
6:15 pm, Minha Ma’ariv with Yizkor

Thursday, April 16
9:30 am, 8th day of Passover; Yizkor 
7:40 pm, Minha Ma’ariv
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The TBS Off icers,  
Board of Directors, Clerg y  
and Staff wish you all a 
happy and kosher Passover.
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שלום

Sholom

the temple beth Sholom haggadah

lovingly dedicated by the baSkieS family

ת ד ג ה

with tranSlation, tranSliteration, and commentary by tbS clergy and educatorS

haggadat
We will offer a variety of model Seders to 
help you craft a Seder that speaks to people 
of all ages and backgrounds who will be at 
your Seder table. Come ready to learn and 
eat as we recreate the Passover meal  
experience—for Seder leaders and  
participants of all ages.

Learn how to use Haggadat 
Sholom, Temple Beth Sholom’s  
brand new and unique Haggadah 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 9AM 

IT’S ALL ON THE TABLE: 
Passover Seder & Real-time Passover Workshop 

Find Passover resources and purchase Haggadat Sholom at tbsonline.org/passover


