
2023 – The First Six Months of Seaside Book Group Events 

 

January 19 at 4 pm:   Notable Jewish Lives – Isaac Asimov 

Robert Weintraub will tell us the life of Isaac Asimov, based on the autobiography I. Asimov. 
Asimov is one of the greatest science fiction writer of all time with more than 400 titles to his credit.  His 
family immigrated to the U.S. from Russia in 1923 when Asimov was three.  He won many awards in his 
career and is the 24th most-translated author in world literature, according to UNESCO.  The movies I, 
Robot and Bicentennial Man are both based on his works, and we get the word “robotics” from his 
writing. In this telling of his life, we will learn of his foibles, successes, marriages, and colorful life. He is 
a true American Jewish genius. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86138697086?pwd=WS9MTnF5Y1FVSTF3dHRFTWprY0F6dz09 
Meeting ID: 861 3869 7086 
Passcode: 256762 
 

February 16 at 4 pm:  The Last of the Seven by Steven Hartov 

For this special meeting of the Book Group, we will be joined by the author Steven Hartov.  If you 
attended his session at the 2022 History Book Festival, you know what a great speaker and storyteller he 
is!  This suspenseful novel is based on the true WWII story of X Troop—a team of European Jews who 
join a commando unit of the British forces.  Hartov’s well drawn characters and ability to bring the times 
and locations of the war to life make this a book you don’t want to put down. He will be interviewed by 
Susan Towers, and we will have the opportunity to ask him questions as well on the book.   

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86960766286?pwd=ZlVKVFBPMjQrZCt2cFNTZXJDK25GQT09 
Meeting ID: 869 6076 6286 
Passcode: 892237 
 
 
March 29 at 7:30 pm:  Still by Rebecca E. & Kenneth Bender   

This Zoom session will be hosted by the Lewes Public Library featuring the author Rebecca E. Bender. 
Her family saga, written with the help of her father Kenneth, has won the Religion & Philosophy category 
from the Midwest Independent Publishers Association and the First Place in the international competition 
of the Independent Press Award for Judaism.  The Benders, unlike the majority of Ukrainian Jews who 
stayed in urban areas, settled in South Dakota where they could own their own farm. Only approximately 
400 Jewish homesteaders chose this rural life in the early 1900s.  Rebecca’s father, Kenneth, provides 
some of the most compelling stories about life on the prairie and his military service in WWII. Susan 
Aaronson will be the interviewer for this event.  (Free registration but you must sign up at 
https://delawarelibraries.libcal.com/event/10076307) 

 

 

 

 



April 4 at 4 pm.  Notable Jewish Lives:  Leonard Bernstein 

Peter Zoll will tell us the life of Leonard Bernstein, based on Leonard Bernstein: An American Musician 
by Allen Shawn.  Best known for West Side Story, Bernstein was a composer, conductor, pianist, 
educator, author, and humanitarian.  He was the first conductor to share and explore music on television 
with a mass audience. Many of us can recall seeing him on television as well as the impression that his 
music made on us.   
 
Join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83886676707?pwd=Rjl6Rmt2M1gwSlJodXZTOVorWnFudz09 
Meeting ID: 838 8667 6707 
Passcode: 857285 
 

 

May 18 at 4 pm.  People Love Dead Jews by Dara Horn 

George Beckerman will lead the discussion of this very provocative title.  From the NY Times review: 

Horn’s main insight is that much of the way we’ve developed to remember and narrate Jewish 
history is, at best, self-deception and, at worst, rubbish. The 12 essays in her brilliant book explore 
how the different ways we commemorate Jewish tragedy, how we write about the Holocaust, how 
the media presents antisemitic events, how we establish museums to honor Jewish heritage, how we 
read literature with Jewish protagonists and even how we praise the “righteous among the nations” 
(those who saved Jews during the war), are all distractions from the main issue, which is the very 
concrete, specific death of Jews. 

You cannot help but react to this text which makes it an important part of our Jewish conversation.   
 
Join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83106367968?pwd=dG9PWVFFTlo5UDBkRktuVlN4MnlyUT09 
Meeting ID: 831 0636 7968 
Passcode: 443560 
 
 
June 29 at 4 pm.  Notable Jewish Lives: Paul Newman 
 
Fran Salzman will tell us the life of Paul Newman based on The Extraordinary Life of an Ordinary Man: 
A Memoir. Based on transcripts of tape recordings that Paul Newman made (he destroyed the actual 
tapes) as well as interviews with friends, family members, and professional associates, this memoir gives 
insight into the life of one of the most popular American actors in the 1960s-1990s, especially for his 
roles as Hud, Butch Cassidy, and Cool Hand Luke.   
 
Join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81522926282?pwd=VlV6cktFZVFYMVVvUitQMnRqKzNYQT09 
Meeting ID: 815 2292 6282 
Passcode: 835071 
 
 


