
Summer 2023    barnerttemple.org

A PUBLICATION FOR, BY, AND ABOUT 
THE BARNERT TEMPLE COMMUNITY

barnerttemple.org


2 Summer 2023    Barnert The Magazine

Vision and Mission Statement
The Barnert Temple

Congregation B’nai Jeshurun

Franklin Lakes, NJ

Welcome to the Barnert Temple.
This is our Vision and Mission.

We present these ideals as a declaration of 
our purpose, to guide our priorities 

and decisions, and to measure 
the progress of our work together.

Our Vision
We are a welcoming Reform Jewish community,

connected by the realization that we are 
part of something larger than ourselves,

continually striving to excel at opening doors 
for ethical and spiritual growth.

Our Mission
The mission of the Barnert Temple

is to be a sacred community, a kehillah kedoshah,
committed to offering Reform Jewish experiences

that are relevant, accessible and meaningful,
wherein people of all ages and backgrounds

are appreciated and valued, engaged and inspired.

Our Core Values
The people of the Barnert Temple are guided 

by these core values:
•  Mutual respect for one another, Derech Eretz
•  A partnership of members, leaders, staff and 

clergy, Brit Shleimut
•  Love of the Jewish people and the 

State of Israel, Klal Yisrael
•  Repair of our world, Tikkun Olam
•  Questioning and seeking insight, 

Rodef ChochmahPlease recycle this magazine.

Cover design: Rebecca Rund
Cover images: (from top left) Mischa Gass 
Annual Musical Review, 1949; Confi rmation class 
at Straight Street synagogue, 1952; moving our 
torahs from Paterson to our current location in 
Franklin Lakes, 1987; Senior Rabbi Rachel Steiner 
and Assistant Rabbi Eliza Scheffl er at a Sisterhood 
and Social Justice event in September of 2022; 
Freedom Riders — Rabbi Martin Freedman 
and others refusing to plead for mitigation of 
sentence. This group was part of the fi rst Interfaith 
Clergy Freedom Ride and served brief jail 
sentences in Tallahasse, FL, stemming from a 1961 
arrest for a sit-in demonstration; Simchat Torah, 
Rabbi Elyse Frishman, 2013; Rabbi Raisin served 
as guest chaplain in the United States House of 
Representatives on January 30, 1947. His books 
occupy 1 ½ shelves in the Library of Congress; 
Barnert Temple sanctuary at Straight Street.
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Dear Barnert family,
 We are pleased to have had the opportunity to plan 
this milestone year of events in honor of Barnert Temple’s 
175th anniversary. On this journey, we revisited our rich 
history, relished our present, and imagined our future.
We are gratifi ed to have engaged so many members as 
both leaders and participants throughout this momentous, 
year-long celebration.
 In 1790, then-President George Washington wrote 
a letter to the Touro Synagogue in Newport, RI, establishing 
freedom of religion for every American. In this document, 
he declared:

“May the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell 
in this land continue to merit and enjoy the goodwill 
of the other inhabitants while every one shall sit in 
safety under his own vine and fi g tree and there shall 
be none to make him afraid.”

 For Jews living in America at that time, this 
statement—coming from the highest offi ce in the land—
gave unequivocal permission to all who resided here, 
regardless of their religious beliefs, to live and pray as they 
chose without judgment or penalty.

 This public assertion laid the groundwork for 
the founding of B’nai Jeshurun in 1847 in Paterson, NJ, 
establishing our roots as the fi rst Jewish congregation in 
the state. Thanks to the vision and generosity of Nathan 
Barnert, our shared priorities of Torah, social justice,
philanthropy, and service to all communities has continued 
to live at the heart of what defi nes us as a Reform Jewish 
congregation. Our commitment to tikkun olam (repair of 
the world) has never wavered.
 For the European Jews who immigrated to Paterson 

in the latter part of the 1800s seeking a better life in a 
country where they were free to practice Judaism without 
question, our evolution was miraculous! From minyans in 
private homes to organized services in larger assembly 
spaces, and eventually our own synagogue on Straight St., 
Barnert Temple’s forward trajectory in what was the fi rst 
industrial city of our then-young nation was unstoppable!  

 And here we are today, almost 500 families! 
...continuing our strong tradition of study, worship, and
service to others—Torah, avodah, and g’milut chasadim.
 By showing up to participate in our anniversary 
events, hundreds of members demonstrated their 
appreciation and understanding that 175 years is a major 
achievement for us, for our children and grandchildren, 
and especially for all American Jews.
 Our long-lasting success as a vibrant Reform 
Jewish community is a testament to the dedication of 
our long history of outstanding clergy and devoted 
congregants as well as to the relevance we have sustained 
in the community-at-large over almost two centuries.
 We are thankful to everyone who has played a role 
over these 175 years in what some now call the
#barnerteffect—that special, intangible something that 
emanates throughout the building.
 From clergy and staff to our most senior 
congregants and our youngest preschoolers—we are
an extended family! How blessed we are.
 With deepest gratitude for our kehilah kedoshah
—our sacred community,

Jennifer and Cipora
Jennifer Low Sauer, member since 1968
Cipora O. Schwartz, member since 1949
Co-Chairs, Barnert Temple 175th Anniversary Celebration

Letter from Jennifer Sauer and Cipora O. Schwartz

Dedication of bronze statue honoring Nathan Barnert in 
front of City Hall Plaza, Paterson, 1925.

Barnert Temple Religious School Class, 1911.       







https://www.barnerttemple.org/photo_gallery.php?album=18685
https://youtube.com/live/GVmqQl33IFM?feature=share


https://www.barnerttemple.org/photo_gallery.php?album=18933


https://www.barnerttemple.org/photo_gallery.php?album=19804
https://www.barnerttemple.org/photo_gallery.php?album=19660




https://www.barnerttemple.org/photo_gallery.php?album=19538
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_cfPNeToMs


Experience the

High Holidays
with Barnert

Erev Rosh Hashanah |
Erev Yom Kippur |

Next month, we will welcome 5784.  We look forward to sharing the joy
and introspection of the new year and Days of Awe with you.

 
Digital tickets will automatically be emailed to all members in good standing for the 2023-24

fiscal year.  Tickets for extended family and adult children (over 18) must be requested.

Key Dates & Deadlines

Deadline for Book of Remembrance
submissions
Last day to register for Torah Tots,
Kavanah Kids, and Junior Congregation
Deadline to order Yom Kippur challah

Tuesday, Sept. 5

 

Deadline for High Holiday greetings,
flowers, and break-the-fast
sponsorships

Friday, Sept. 8

Friday, Sept. 15
Sunday, Sept. 24

Last day for free shipping on honey orders
Tuesday, Aug. 1

Last day to order honey in time for Rosh
Hashanah

Friday, Aug. 25

Deadline to order Rosh Hashanah challah
Monday, Aug. 28

High Holiday Resource Center

Everything you need to
experience the High Holidays
with Barnert!

barnerttemple.org/high-holidays-2023

Last day to request Rosh Hashanah
extended family/adult children tickets

Wednesday, Sept. 13
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6TVYzUuY5g


Lauren Krauss
Campaign Co-Chair
laurenkrauss@barnerttemple.org

Andrew Charles
Campaign Treasurer

andrewcharles@barnerttemple.org

Alan Lieber
Campaign Co-Chair

alanlieber@barnerttemple.org

https://www.barnerttemple.org/buildingtogether


Capital Campaign - Donors 

PILLARS 

Gail White 

FOUNDERS 

Robert G. and Ellen S. Gutenstein family 
Foundation 

Joel and Carole Ann Steiger 
John, Molly and Samantha Williams 

BUILDERS 

Anonymous 
Estate of Lynn Diamond 
Marian, Tom, Robin and Alli Filan (S) 
Todd and Karen Galinko 
Alan Lieber and Alice Heffner (S) 
Amy Rattner 
Cipora 0. Schwartz (D) 
Craig Solomon and Stacey Rappaport 

LEADERS 

Andrew and Jennifer Charles 
Joan Cowlan 
Ed and Diane Curland 
John and Cathy Feldman 
Rabbi Elyse Frishman and Rabbi 

Dan Freelander (D) 
Matthew Grossman and Katalin 

Frisch-Grossman 
Seth Haubenstock 
The Kanter families 
Mitchell and Jacqueline Knapp 
William and Catherine Krame 
Seth and Lauren Krauss (S) 
Sherie and Arnie Reiter and family (D) (S) 
Donna and Mark Rosen 
Jonathan and Karen Sagot 
Michael and Rachel Schulties 
Ann Marie and David Schwartz (D) 
Jane Simon 
The Barnert Temple Sisterhood 
Peter and Alison von Halle 
Jeffrey and Susan Wild 

CHAI 

Emily and Matthew Adler 
Joel Bauer 
Ellen Benson and the Judd family 
David and Sandra Cohen (D) 
Kathy Hecht and Len Diamond (D) 
Lisa and Jeff Dugal 
Richard A. Edelman, in memory of 

Vicki Edelman 
Stephen and Amy Elman 
Janet Finke 
David and Tracey Gerber 
The Estersohn family (S) 
Reggie Gross 
Alyson and Orrin Levine 
Laurence and Ronnie Levine 
Eugene and Joan Lipkowitz 
Rebecca Kreston 
Robert and Amy Miller 
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Rabbi Rex Perimeter and Rabbi Rachel 
Hertzman (D) 

Scott and Randi Pomerantz 
Paul Reichenbach and Cathy Goodfriend (D) 
Elizabeth Levitt Resnick, Amanda and Gregory 
Rabbi Rachel Steiner and Dan Steiner (S) 
Sheryl Thailer 
Craig and Felice Yeshion (S) 

PARTNERS 

The Alpert family 
Gary and Lori Cohen 
Jane and Hugh Dougan 
Ellen and Reid Fader 
Craig and Erica Fishman 
Dawn Frankl (D) 
The Lieblich-Rosen family, in honor of our 

family's five generations of membership 
and leadership at Barnert Temple 

Debbie Zlotowitz and Rick Greenberg (D) 
Jeffrey and Pam Himeles (S) 
Jeff and Julie Kagan (D)
Richard and Rebecca Koenigsberg (D) 
The Berkowitz-Kreiner family 
Kathleen and Richard Levin (D) 
Barnert Temple Men's Club 
Sandy and Tadd Schwab, in honor of our 

grandchildren Abby and Jacob Schulties 
Charles and Robin Shafran 
Janet Shapiro 
Neil Share and Jennifer Share (D) 
Laura Lou Levy 
Christopher and Hillary Yegen 

Additional Contributors 

Robert and Suzanne Acosta 
The Bengal family 
Ellen Benson 
The Bergman family (S) 
Peter and Carole Brodie 
Deborah Ungerleider (D) 
Kathleen and Richard Cameron (D) 
Michael and Patti Cantor 
Richard and Stephanie Cohen 
Ray and Ann Danziger 
The Docktor family (S) 
Josh Elman 
Jodi and Jon Fader (S) 
Suzanne Feldman 
The Fintzy family (S) 
The Fishkin family 
Helena Friedman 
Gary Frishman and Meredith Curren (D) 
Jeffrey and Karen Gerstel 
Anonymous 
Ana, Jordan, Mateo, Micah, and 

Diego Goldsmith 
The Gonzalez family (S) 
Janet and Elliot Greene (D) 
The Hoff family (S) 
Kati and Les lvany 
Rise Kaufman 

Michael Kirshner 
Rolf and Sue Klein 
The Kroll family 
Rita and Marty Kron, in memory of Yetta and 

Charles Folkman (D) 
Richard and Susan Kuller 
Robert Levin and Susan Goodstadt-Levin (D) 
Jack and Sandra Levitt 
The Lidsky family (Bart, Audrey, Taylor, 

Emma, Sara) (S) 
Richard and Amy Lynn (S) 
The Males family, in memory of Bernice 

and Lester Males 
Eileen and Wally Manheimer (S) 
Lisa, Shelly, and Dana Margolis (S) 
Jill, Alana, and Nicole McGovern, in 

memory of Scott McGovern, Renee and 
William Shaffro (D) 

Justin and Cheryl Moss (S) 
The Naftali family, in memory of Bernard 

Bernard Schnitzer 
Arthur and Rami Nalven (S) 
Anonymous 
Jackie Packman and Jared Packman (D) 
The Lurie and Powers families (S) 
Danielle and Harrison Rosenberg and 

family (S) 
Rebecca Rund, Roger Placer and family 
Your friends at the Federal Reserve Bank, 

in memory of Asya Pesok, grandmother 
of David Krasnopolsky 

Aviva Sanders, in honor of Matthew 
Muscari's marriage to Michael Sapio 

Rabbi Eliza Scheffler and Andy Granowitz 
Marilyn Schotz, in memory of Edward Schotz 
Mireille L. Schuck 
Harvey and Dorothy Starr 
Jenny and Marty Tell (S) 
Charlie Troyanovski and Susan Toron 
Joyce and Stephen Weinberg 
The Wishnew family, in honor of Jack's 

Bar Mitzvah 
Roberta Yeshion 
Steven and Cynthia Zage (S) 
Emily and Nir Zicherman 

(D) Donor contributed to Naming 
Recognition in memory of Devra
Freelander.
(SJ Donor contributed to Naming
Recognition in honor of Sara Losch. 

This list reflects donations as of 
July 24, 2023. 

For more information, please 
contact Campaign Co-Chairs Alan 
Lieber and Lauren Krauss at 
campaigninfo@barnerttemple.org. 



When the time came to identify co-chairs of Barnert's 175th anniversary, 

Barnert didn't have to look far.  Cipora Schwartz, a member of Barnert 

since 1949, is considered by some, one of the matriarchs of Barnert 

Temple.  The daughter of two past Temple presidents, Jennifer Sauer, 

was born with the #barnerteffect in her veins.  These two women, a 

generation apart, embody the tradition and culture of giving back to 

Barnert - a tradition that has kept this congregation alive for 175 years.

"I have always believed in the importance of American Jewish 

institutions.  Jews need a community and physical home where they can 

learn, connect, celebrate, and feel proud of their rich traditions and 

heritage.  Barnert has been my Jewish home since its days in Paterson. 

We are here because those before us gave their time, money, 

commitment, and talents.  As long as I'm here, I'll do the same."  

Cipora Schwartz

"I grew up watching mom (Susan Sauer z'l) and dad (Alvin Sauer z'l) give 

so much of their time to Barnert.  It was their second home which meant 

it was my second home growing up.  Ensuring Barnert would continue to 

be a place of learning, celebration, and community for Reform Jews was 

a priority for my parents.  Barnert became my family, too, through my 

decades here, and we take care of our family.  That's what drives me to 

do all that I do at Barnert."  Jennifer Sauer

According to Jennifer and Cipora, the work they do at Barnert is a true 

labor of love.  Each project is a chance to meet new people from our 

growing community and inspire others to help ensure Barnert Temple is 

here for our children and the generations to come.  "That's what others 

did for us.  We wouldn't be here if they hadn't.  Years from now, people 

may not know our names.  However, we hope there is a new generation 

of Barnert leaders who feel the #barnerteffect and are inspired to 

continue the work of sustaining a strong Reform Jewish community.

Thank You to Our

Donors
July - September 2023

We thank those who made

donations to Barnert Temple

between July 1 and September 30. 

 Their their generosity sustains our

kehilah kedoshah and all the work

we do.

October B-Mitzvahs 

10.10  Alexa Goldfarb

10.17  Michael Garner

10.24  Robert Miller

10.31  Samantha Ortiz

New Members

With great joy, we welcome

these new members:

Steven Kay and Samantha  

     Rosenbloom

Janet Livshits

Randi and Bob Levin and 

     their children Max and Ava

Losses
With sadness, we mourn the

loss of:

Harriett Bloom, mother of 

     Robert Bloom

Max Kliner, father of Melissa 

   Levin
Zichronot livracha. May their

memories be for blessing.

Mazal Tovs
We extend a heartfelt mazal

tov to:

Jon and Melissa Smith on the

B-Mitzvah of their son Max

Rabbi Jane Golden and 

     Matthew Golden on the 

     birth of their daughter, 

     Alyssa

GIVING BACKGenerations of

to  Barnert

If you celebrated a simcha or experienced 

a loss not listed here, please contact our 

office at (201) 848-1800

Rabbis' Discretionary Fund

Jon and Melissa Smith on the

B-Mitzvah of their son Max

Rabbi Jane Golden and 

     Matthew Golden on the 

     birth of their daughter, 

     Alyssa

Deb and Rick Masker on the 

   marriage of their son Edward 

   to Jacqueline Stein

Steve Erskine in memory of his 

   father, Sam

Elissa Silver in gratitude for 

   officiating at the funeral of her 

   mother, Margaret

Oneg Shabbat Fund

Sam and Alyssa Goldstein, in 

     honor of Bobby's Bar Mitzvah

Irwin Smith, in honor of 

     Barnert's 175th anniversary

Rebecca Rubin, in honor of the 

     birth of her daughter Mazie

Roberta Platt, in honor of 

     Barnert's 175th anniversary

Gertrude and Simon Edelbaum, 

     in honor of Bobby's B-Mitzvah

Hattie and Irv Greene, 

 in honor of Sadie's Bat Mitzvah

Lifelong Learning Fund

Max Goldenbloom

Joanna Spiegel

Hortense McGillicutty

Randi and Irv Perl

Rachel and David Eisenberg

Max and Rachel Katz, in honor of 

     their daughter Maya's 

     confirmation

The Garden Fund

Rebecca Bronstein, in honor of Eileen 

     Roman's ongoing commitment

Joe Valentino

Sadie Goldberg

Arlene Simms

Building Together Capital

Campaign

Ari and Jennifer Smith

Gabriel and Jane Rosenfeld

Seymour and Mara Holtstein

Ellen Rudoff and Family

Maya and Allen Koppel

Stacey and Alan Greenstein

Evan Berger and Ava Silver

Roger Daniels and Family

The Aronson Family

Cemetery Beautification

Fund

Sigfried Silverstein

Gertrude Meyers

Deborah Brookfeld

Ethan Hershfeld

Manfried Sorkin

Elissa Guttenberg

Amy and Jeff Eisenberg

Michael Arenstein

Helen Lee Caring

Community Fund

Alvin Stein

Jeffrey Blaker

Evelyn Greene

Fatima Shayed

Rifka Koppelson

Patricia Smyth

Harriet Bergmeister

Selwyn Apfel

Claire Eisenstadt

Jed Haubenstock BarTY Fund

Edward Solomon and Sara Smith

Karen Adelman

Felicia and Craig Goldberg

Pamela and Ivan Winkler

Social Justice

Derek Matheson

Julia Able

Harold and Sue Klein

Aviva Rubenstein

Joanna Spiegel

Hortense McGillicutty

Randi and Irv Perl

Rifka Koppelson

Deb and Rick Masker

Steve Erskine and Family

Sam and Alyssa Goldstein

Roberta Platt

Hattie and Irv Greene

Yahrzeit Fund

Robert Bloom, in memory of his 

     mother Harriet Bloom

the Levin Family, in memory of 

     Melissa's father Max



Historical Photos of Barnert

Max and Jacob Rosen, 1910.
Jacob Rosen served as Temple president for 
12 years.

Derrom Avenue. Last location prior to moving to 
Franklin Lakes.

In 1860, Congregation B’nai Jeshurun moved to new 
quarters at 9 Mulberry Street, Paterson, NJ.

Barnert Temple’s Straight Street location on 
its 100th anniversary.

Portrait of 
Nathan 
Barnert.
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