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Vision and Mission Statement
The Barnert Temple

Congregation B’nai Jeshurun

Franklin Lakes, NJ

Welcome to the Barnert Temple.
This is our Vision and Mission.

We present these ideals as a declaration of 
our purpose, to guide our priorities 

and decisions, and to measure 
the progress of our work together.

Our Vision

We are a welcoming Reform Jewish community,
connected by the realization that we are 
part of something larger than ourselves,

continually striving to excel at opening doors 
for ethical and spiritual growth.

Our Mission

The mission of the Barnert Temple
is to be a sacred community, a kehillah kedoshah,
committed to offering Reform Jewish experiences

that are relevant, accessible and meaningful,
wherein people of all ages and backgrounds

are appreciated and valued, engaged and inspired.

Our Core Values

The people of the Barnert Temple are guided 
by these core values:

•  Mutual respect for one another, Derech Eretz
•  A partnership of members, leaders, staff and 

clergy, Brit Shleimut
•  Love of the Jewish people and the 

State of Israel, Klal Yisrael
•  Repair of our world, Tikkun Olam
•  Questioning and seeking insight, 
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So many new beginnings are 
upon us! Students and teachers 
are back to school, the non-
summer train schedule is back 
in effect, and the Jewish New 
Year of 5779 is here. I am 
thrilled to be starting my ninth 
year at Barnert and my fi rst 
year as your rabbi. I want to 
use this space to introduce, or 
reintroduce, myself to you and 
to share with you some exciting 
highlights for the beginning 

of our year.
 If you haven’t been by Barnert in a while, you’ll 
see that I moved down the hall into my new offi ce. With 
appreciation to Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Lauren Krauss, 
Lauren Kanter, Mike Kaplan, Jorge Losch, Justin Moss, and our 
dedicated custodial team, I am enjoying a bright, new study 
that feels like home. I hope you’ll come say hello to share 
your summer adventures and aspirations for the New Year!
 I hope that by now you saw the letter I sent in 
August with information about the change in our Shabbat 
service times. One of the many benefi ts of having spent so 
many years here at Barnert is that we can hit the ground 
running together, as we shape this sacred community. To 
that end, I have been thinking a great deal about how to 
make everything we do at Barnert more accessible to more 
people and the shift in Shabbat service times will, I hope, 
move us closer to this goal. 

The fi rst Friday of the month, we will continue 
to hold our very popular 7 pm service, followed by our 
delicious Barnert Potluck Suppers, a lovely, relaxed social 
opportunity. (Please note that due to the proximity of the 
fi rst Friday in September and Erev Rosh Hashanah, there will 
be no potluck on Friday, September 7.) Shabbat services 
on the remaining Friday nights, beginning in September, 
will begin at 7:30 pm (instead of at 8 pm). I hope you will 
come as you are (don’t worry too much about attire) and you 
bring your family (kids, too!). Our experience is enhanced 
by our being together in music, in prayer, and in study. 
 Throughout the year we will be welcoming some 
new and familiar musical faces. In addition to having our 
beloved Janet Montroy each week, we will enjoy our soloist 
Marina Voronina most Friday nights. One Friday a month we 
will be joined by Danielle Rodnizki, a very talented cantorial 
student from HUC-JIR (see pg. 4). Danielle’s fi rst Shabbat
with us will be on September 21. Beginning in October she 
will join us every second Friday. Danielle will get to know our 
community and will come with her guitar and her distinct 
experience to help us expand our entry into worship with 
some new music and energy. We will also welcome home-
grown musician Chris Mason in January for Shabbat Shirah. 

Shabbat morning B’nai Mitzvah services will begin at 
10:30 am (instead of at 10 am), beginning on October 6. 
This will give me time to teach Adult Torah Study (to which 
ALL are welcome) before the service. It will not impact the 
end time of the service of approximately 12:15 pm (for 
families planning celebrations to follow).  

I will continue to teach adults on Sunday 
mornings but I am guided, this year, by a new model.  
Rather than choose one topic for the year, we will spend 
one to two weeks exploring a variety of topics in which you 
have expressed interest. Please take a look at the Adult 
Education page later in this magazine for details and let me 
know if there is a topic you are interested in exploring together!
 There are so many open doors that await you this 
year at Barnert. If you’re not sure how to fi nd your way 
in, please call me or come by. I would love to sit together 
in my study or go out for coffee to get to know each 
other and fi gure out how to make this year feel like a true 
coming home. 
 May 5779 be a year of health, learning, connection 
and fun for each of us. I am so grateful to be on this journey 
with you!

A Message From Rabbi Rachel Steiner
It’s Good to Be Home

CUMAC is hosting a new fundraiser this year called 
FLAMES and we’re thrilled to be part of the planning 
committee! Join us on Thursday, September 13 for 
a night of food and fun with some of the Garden 
State’s top chefs. We’ll have gourmet bites, delicious 
drinks, music, auctions, and much more. All proceeds 
will help CUMAC feed people and change lives!  
 To learn more and get tickets visit 
http://bit.ly/fl ames2018. 

Jodi Fader and Meredith Riss

Fundraiser for CUMAC
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As the oldest synagogue 
in New Jersey, we have an 
incredibly strong foundation 
to build upon. We have been 
led by exceptional rabbis who 
have served our congregation 
well through the many chapters 
of our 170-year history.
 Today, we fi nd ourselves 
once again starting a new chapter
of our story with the appointment
of our newest rabbinic superstar, 
Rabbi Rachel Steiner.

 We will hear more from Rabbi Steiner over the 
holidays about her vision for our future. I hope you’ll make 
an effort to get to know her, not just a few times a year 
when you come to services but over coffee in the atrium, 
s’mores during a campfi re Shabbat, learning with her, or 
having pizza with her and her husband Dan and beautiful 
little boys Ezra and Asher.
 I am delighted to share with you that we also have 

many new faces in lay leadership. Having a balance of 
leaders with past experience along with our new additions 
will help us strategically set the priorities for the year ahead 
and I couldn’t be any more excited about working with this 
new team.
 I hope you’ll make a point of participating in our newly 
introduced Town Hall meetings this year. (Watch for dates in 
our monthly calendar and weekly e-blasts.) These are designed 
to provide us with an opportunity to share what is happening 
in leadership, answer your questions, discuss your concerns, 
and hear your ideas that will help shape our directives.
 Our community exists because of the involvement 
of the individuals that make up our congregation. This is our 
community, our family, our home. How will you help shape 
our future? How will you get engaged and involved?  We 
have many doors through which you can walk: social action, 
worship, lifelong learning, BarTY, our garden, music, and 
the list goes on. Your involvement reinforces our foundation 
so that we may go from strength to strength.
 Welcome home to Barnert. 
 We are so glad you are here.

A Message From the President
Building on a Strong Foundation

Danielle Rodnizki is a rising fourth-year cantorial student in the Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music at 
HUC-JIR. In 2013, Danielle graduated summa cum laude from Washington University in St. Louis with a BA in 
Spanish Literature and Psychology. While living in St. Louis, she taught religious school music, led worship, and 
coached teen songleaders at several local congregations. After graduating from college, Danielle spent two 
years working full time as the Cantorial Soloist at Temple B’nai Israel in Clearwater, Florida. During that time, 
Danielle studied prayer privately with Cantor Ellen Dreskin and ultimately decided that she wanted to pursue 
the Cantorate. She has been songleading and facilitating worship for over 10 years, and is honored to have 
sung with camps, synagogues, and youth 
group regions across the US. Most recently, 
Danielle served as the Cantorial Intern at 
Temple Israel of Boston and Stephen Wise 
Free Synagogue in New York City. She is 
looking forward to beginning her work as 
Central Synagogue’s and Barnert Temple’s 
Student Cantor in September. Danielle 
is passionate about crafting intentional 
and innovative worship, and she is thrilled 
to have the opportunity to continue 
exploring this topic through her studies 
at HUC-JIR and through these meaningful 
internship experiences. Danielle believes 
that something holy happens when people 
sit together and sing, and she is thrilled to 
be learning, singing, and praying with the 
Barnert community this year!

Cantorial Student Danielle Rodnizki
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Shalom. Thank you for fi nding 
this magazine and, in particular, 
my page. In case you are new 
to our Barnert community, or 
if you’ve decided to read this 
beautiful magazine for the fi rst 
time, allow me to introduce 
myself: I am Sara Losch, known 
by many, if not most of our 
students, as “SaraLosch.” This 
new Jewish year will be my 
30th at Barnert Temple and 
like many of my generation, I’m 

wondering just how on earth the years have fl own so quickly.
 I love stories. I can listen to people describe how 
they met their spouse or what their wedding was like. I will 
sit with older people, asking them to share stories of their 
youth. And I ask parents of incoming students to tell me 

about what they liked — or more often didn’t like — about 
going to Religious School (Hebrew School, Sunday School) 
when they were kids. These are the stories that motivate 
me, every single day, to continue to create and defi ne new 
Jewish educational experiences, not just for children, but 
for adults as well.
 As the Director of Lifelong Learning, I get to play 
in all of Barnert’s educational sandboxes (if you will). 
By day, I’m observing our preschoolers, their parents and 
our exemplary staff as they continue to fi gure out a world 
that is increasingly one of individual time — “me playing 
on my screen” — rather than one that encourages children 
to get out in nature and take risks in groups. (For more 
on our educational philosophy, I encourage you to visit in 
person or read about us on the Barnert Temple website: 
www.barnerttemple.org.)
 Sundays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays are what we 
call the Jewish Journey Project Barnert Temple (JJP). This 
carefully designed educational experience is how Barnert 
youth, from kindergarten through 12th grade, become 
engaged, active Jews. Entering our third year, the program 
also includes an incentivizing scholarship program named 

in memory of our beloved Kathie Williams. The TAG 
Scholarship Challenge, in its 4th year, has already awarded 
over $7,000 in scholarships for Jewish programming. This 
year, a student in 6th, 7th or 8th grade may be awarded 
the fi rst Grand Prize of up to $3,600 towards a trip to Israel! 
We are so grateful for the support of John, Mollie and 
Samantha Williams and friends.
 Empty nesters, retirees, Baby Boomers — however 
you may classify yourself — we are reaching out to you. 
Through a new focus on engagement in these years, you’ll 
be seeing many new initiatives, courses, trips and discussion 
groups all designed with our (I’m personally in your sandbox 
too!) generation’s needs in mind.
 Barnert Temple is very old — at 171 years, we are 
the oldest congregation in the State of New Jersey. And, 
Barnert Temple is very young — starting 5779 with a vibrant, 
brilliant rabbi who is preparing to spread her wings as our 
leader. Rabbi Steiner and I are partners in all we do and, 

together, we can’t wait to see you, hear from you, celebrate 
with you, and to grow together as a kehillah kedoshah, a 
sacred community.

 Welcome. Welcome back. Welcome Home!
 From all of the Losches, we wish you all a year of 
health, fulfi llment, connections and hope. Shana Tova.

Sara Losch

A Message From Sara Losch
Getting To Know You

Help Us Help!
Do you know a Barnert Temple 
member who is ill? In need of 
sustenance? Help us help them! 
Contact Lori in the Temple 
offi ce at (201) 848-1800 or 
loris1847@barnerttemple.org.
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Torah Study – New time and new 
format!
Rabbi Rachel Steiner.
Begins Saturday, October 13, at 9 am. 
Check calendar for specific dates.
Enjoy a highly engaging exploration 
of the Torah portion of the week.  
We will begin our study and discussion  
at 9 am. Discover the relevance of 

Torah as we interpret it and bring it to life. On the weeks 
when we are holding a Bar/Bat Mitzvah service, Rabbi 
Steiner will leave Torah Study at 10 am, and the group may 
choose to continue the discussion. New friends are always 
welcome, and no prior study is necessary. Coffee, tea, and 
a nosh will be provided.

Rosh Chodesh. 
Sara Losch, Director of Lifelong 
Learning.
Begins Saturday, September 15,  
at 9:30 am. Once a month.
Experience the rituals and spirituality 
of Rosh Chodesh, which marks the 
beginning of the new month.  

A monthly Barnert experience just for women, when we 
celebrate and learn together, sharing joy, wisdom and 
camaraderie. Rosh Chodesh takes place most months at 
Sara Losch’s Wyckoff home in “the cabin.” We take turns 
bringing breakfast.

Shabbat Yoga.
Rachel Dewan.
Begins Saturday, September 29, 
at 9:30 am. Once a month. Check 
calendar for specific dates.
In Shabbat Yoga the physical and the 
spiritual meet in exhilaration. Every level  
of experience is welcome. Wear 

comfortable clothes and bring your own mat.

Talmud Study.
Rabbi Joel Soffin.
Begins Thursday, September 27,  
at 7:30 pm. Twice monthly.
Join our modern-day discussion 
of the Talmud. Learn how to shop, 
talk, and think Jewishly. Look 
behind the scenes at the lives of 
ancient rabbis and learn from their 

triumphs and missteps. Most of all, enter the historic 
Jewish conversation and discover your own Jewish soul.  
Be prepared to think differently as you engage in the 
world. As with our Torah Study classes, no prior study or 
knowledge is necessary. Check the calendar for dates.

Sunday Mornings with  
Rabbi Rachel Steiner.
Beginning Sunday, October 7,  
at 9:30 am.
So many topics; so little time!   
Rabbi Steiner is excited to explore 
a variety of subjects in her Sunday 
Adult Education classes this year.  
Some topics being considered:

• Jewish views on death and the afterlife
• Caring for an aged or infirm loved one while taking 

care of yourself
• God: for believers, non-believers and everyone in 

between
• Jewish Holiday Happenings
• Parenting with a Jewish voice
• Jewish Lifecycles
• Prayer: what do our prayers mean, and to whom or 

what are they directed? 

Do you have a topic you’d like to explore with Rabbi 
Steiner? Please let her know! Join for every class or just 
the ones you’re drawn to!

Come Home to Barnert and Learn with Your Community! 
Barnert Temple 5779 Adult Education

Shabbat Learning Opportunities Ongoing Adult Education Classes

We Welcome These New Friends!
Jessica, Daniel, Andrew, and Ashley Arrighi, residing in Glen Rock
Melissa, Jack, and Samara Bashe, residing in Pompton Lakes
Laura, Michael, Zachary, and Jacob Bernstein, residing in Wyckoff
Melanie, Evan and Zachary Bieber, residing in Wyckoff
Robin, Adam, Sebastian and Preston Bond, residing in Wyckoff
Maria, Matthew, Jacob, and Daniella Chubinsky, residing  
in Waldwick

Alicia, Adam and Ari Epstein, residing in Wayne
Bonnie Freirich, residing in Ramsey
Jessica, Andrew, Harrison, and Blake Goldman, residing in 
Glen Rock
Lauren, Eric and Max Reiser, residing in Franklin Lakes
Jamie, Jason, Hailey, Alex, Talia Weber, residing in  
Franklin Lakes
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Shabbat services are reflective yet joyous — a true renewal of the spirit. You may come in tired, but you’ll walk 
away renewed and revived. It’s a promise! All ages are welcome, and dress is nice/casual. And we have the best 
Oneg Shabbat desserts! On the first Friday of each month, the 7 pm service is followed by a potluck supper.  
(Please note that Friday-evening services that were at 8 pm in the past are now at 7:30 pm beginning September 14, 
and the Saturday morning services are now at 10:30 am beginning October 6.)

Our High Holiday Services are thoughtful and joyful, with a focus for every age.

Shabbat and Holiday Worship with Rabbi Steiner

Saturday, September 1
 10 am Service, Bar Mitzvah  
    of Joshua Fishkin
 7 pm Selichot

Friday, September 7
 7 pm Service  
    (no potluck supper)

Sunday, September 9
 7:45 pm Erev Rosh Hashanah  
    evening service

Monday, September 10
 9 am Young Family Service
 10:15 am Torah Tots and  
    Kavanah Kids
 10:30 am Morning service,  
    Junior Congregation,  
    Middle School Experience
 Community Kiddush Picnic  
    following services
 2:30 pm Tashlich Ceremony

Tuesday, September 11
 10 am Morning service and  
    Torah Study, informal

Friday, September 14
 7:30 pm Service

Saturday, September 15
 9:30 am Rosh Chodesh

Tuesday, September 18
 7:45 pm Kol Nidre

Wednesday, September 19
 9 am Young Family Service
 10:15 am Torah Tots and  
    Kavanah Kids
 10:30 am Morning service,  
    Junior Congregation,  
    Middle School Experience
 1:45 pm Adult study sessions

 3 pm Afternoon Service  
    of Renewal
 4:15 pm Yizkor Service
 5:30 pm Neilah, Closing  
    Service, break fast

Friday, September 21
 7:30 pm Service

Saturday, September 22
 9:30 am Shabbat Yoga

Sunday, September 23
 5:30 pm Sukkot BBQ

Monday, September 24
 10:30 am Young Children’s  
    Program

Friday, September 28
 7 pm Shabbat-In-Sukkot  
    Dinner Celebration
 Around The Tables 
    Potluck Supper

Saturday, September 29
 10 am Shabbat Experience  
    at Storm King Art Center

Sunday, September 30
 6 pm Yizkor

 6:30 pm Simchat Torah  
Celebration and 
Consecration of new Jewish 
Journey Project students

Friday, October 5
 7 pm Service
 8 pm Potluck supper

Saturday, October 6
 9:30 am Rosh Chodesh
 10:30 am Service,  
    Bar Mitzvah of  
    Joseph Tomaskovic

Friday, October 12
 7:30 pm Service

Saturday, October 13
 9 am Torah study,  
    Parshat Noach
 10:30 am Service,  
    Bat Mitzvah of  
    Sarah Brechner

Friday, October 19
 7:30 pm Service – HIAS   
    Refugee Shabbat

Saturday, October 20
 9:30 am Shabbat Yoga

Friday, October 26
 7:30 pm Service

Saturday, October 27
 9 am Torah Study,  
    Parshat Vayera
 10:30 am Service,  
    Bar Mitzvah of  
    Zachary Scher
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INSTALLATION WEEKEND

A NEW CHAPTER AT BARNERT:  
CELEBRATING RABBI RACHEL STEINER

November 2-3, 2018

Join us in worship and celebration as Barnert Temple begins a new chapter:
the formal installation of Rabbi Rachel Steiner as our rabbi.

Our celebration weekend includes:
Special Shabbat Service, Friday, Nov. 2, 7 pm

A rabbi’s installation is a special service when the congregation formalizes  
its relationship with the rabbi. We are honored to have Rabbi Rick Jacobs,  

President of the Union for Reform Judaism, who will formally install Rabbi Steiner at 
Barnert. Our special Oneg is not to be missed! (There will be no  

potluck dinner.) Babysitting will be available, and for grades K–2,  
there will be a special Shabbat service.

Saturday evening: Broadway at Your Doorstep 6:30 pm
Come see Broadway’s brightest stars performing Broadway’s biggest hits,  

including The Phantom of the Opera, Wicked, Rent, Jersey Boys, and Hamilton!  
Visit www.broadwayatyourdoorstep.com for more information. Doors open at 6:30 for a 

pre-show nosh and dessert bar, and curtain goes up at 8 pm.   
Tickets (7th grade and up) are $54 per person.

All proceeds will benefit Barnert Temple and Project Playground, which will expand the 
Temple playground area and add additional play elements.

There are several ways to support this special weekend:
•	For $36: send a Mazel Tov to Rabbi Steiner and have your name appear in 
 the Installation Weekend Program.
•	For $300: sponsor the Friday Night Shabbat Service and have your name    
 appear in the program as sponsoring the Flowers and Oneg.
•	For $540: sponsor the entire Installation Weekend. Your name will appear in 
 the program as sponsoring the Flowers and Oneg, and you will receive 2 tickets.
•	$54 per person: purchase tickets for Broadway: The Modern Era (we welcome all  
 guests from 7th grade and up). Early purchase price: $46 per ticket.  
 Check must be received at Barnert by 10/1.
•	All sponsorships must be received at Barnert by 10/9.
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“No one is useless in this world who lightens the 
burdens of another.” 
   — Charles Dickens

What inspires you to act? How can you, your family, 
your friends, and your temple community pursue tikkun 
olam together to help repair the world?  

At Barnert Temple, Social Action is about: 

• Education: learning, questioning, discussing
• Inspiration: relating, personalizing, motivating
• Action: doing something to meet a need or 

drive change

Whether it’s a two-hour shift packing meals for a food 
pantry, making meatloaves to feed men in a homeless 
shelter, hammering nails on a build, bringing a potluck 
dish to an interfaith gathering, delivering dinner to 
someone recuperating from surgery, or nurturing 
vegetables in Barnert’s garden, the Social Action team 
can help guide you in the right direction.

Join the Conversation 
Learn more, dig deeper, and fi nd the best fi t for your 
passions, your skills, your family, your time and other 
resources at the Annual Social Action Kick-Off Brunch. 

Join Rabbi Steiner, Sara Losch, and the Social Action 
team for lively learning, a delicious buffet, and opportu-
nities to help take our Food and Shelter and Interfaith/
Intercultural Relationships initiatives to the next level. 

Participate in a discussion about what advocacy could 
look (and act) like at Barnert Temple. Find out what the 
Social Action Squad is all about and how an hour or 
two of hands-on volunteering can make a difference 
and change a life.

What You Do Matters  
As we enter a new chapter at Barnert and celebrate the 
installation of Rabbi Rachel Steiner, we’ll be focusing 
our social actions even more by providing new oppor-
tunities to roll up our sleeves, be present, be involved, 

and serve others. 

Here are just a few ways to get started: 
 

• Put the Annual Social Action Kick-Off Brunch, 
October 7, 11 am – 1 pm, in your calendar; 
invite others

• Watch for the next Social Action Squad event, 
volunteer, recruit others

• Get in the loop, learn more about our Food and 
Shelter, Interfaith/Intercultural Relationships and 
Advocacy initiatives and how you can contribute 
by reaching out to Rebecca Holland at 
rholland1129@gmail.com

• Get on the list and join Barnert’s Caring 
Community to help temple members in need by 
contacting Patti Bieth at pattib18@verizon.net, 
Aviva Sanders at avivasanders@gmail.com, or 
Debby Birrer at dabirrer@aol.com

• Check out our new website at 
www.barnerttemple.org/social_action

• Look for a new Facebook page: Social Action at 
Barnert Temple (in development) 

Every Action Counts. Act Now. 
Let’s Help Repair the World Together.

Get in on the Action 
Barnert Temple Social Action Has Something for Everyone 

2018–2019 Social Action Steering Committee:

Elizabeth Resnick, VP and Chairperson
Rabbi Rachel Steiner, Senior Advisor
Sue Klein, Chair of Advocacy and Head of 
   Social Action Education, Inspiration, Action
Rebecca Holland, Chair of Social Action 
   Communications
Donna Meyer, Chair of Social Action Squad
Jill Gordon-Layton, Advocacy
Meredith Riss and Jodi Fader, Co-Chairs of 
   Food and Shelter
Billy Bloomberg, BarTY Rep
Felicia Halpert, Website Chair
Jackie Packman, Survey and Finance Chair, 
   Social Action Liason to Sisterhood

Save the Date: 
Annual Social Action Kick-Off Brunch

Sunday, October 7  
9:30 – 11 am
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Welcome to another exciting year for the Barnert Temple 
Men’s Club. Our mission is to enhance the well-being of 
the Barnert Temple congregation by providing a venue for 
men to socialize, network and have fun.

 Our events are open to all men (new members get 
complimentary membership for the first year). We have 
monthly Sunday morning bagels-and-lox breakfasts with 
interesting speakers on a variety of topics. Come join us 
for our first breakfast on September 23 at 9:00 am.
 Just to give you a small taste of what’s in store for 
this year (in addition to the monthly breakfast), the Men’s 
Club events include:

•	Sukkot	BBQ – The Men’s Club barbeque 
hamburgers, hot dogs and veggie burgers for the 
temple Sukkot celebration. Always fun.

•	Pancake	Breakfast – The Men’s Club don their 
chef hats and cook pancakes (regular, blueberry 
and chocolate chip), scrambled eggs and turkey 
sausages. A gastronomical must!

•	Holiday	Boutique	Café – The Men’s Club runs a 
café, with homemade favorites like potato latkes 
and chicken soup. Not to be missed.

•	Joint	Men’s	Club	and	Sisterhood	Shabbat –  
We will lead many parts of the service.   
An inspirational event.

•	Annual	Awards	Dinner – It’s all about the food, drink, 
getting together and having a GREAT time. Each year 
we honor a special person. Last year, we honored 
Rabbi Dan Freelander. This is a don’t-miss event!!

We are also looking to plan a Thursday-night football 
outing, plus other event that will include the kids.
We are always looking for new ideas for events.  
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with any 
questions or ideas. I look forward to meeting you at  
the events.

Rich Kuller, Men’s Club President
rich.kuller@gmail.com; (201) 615-4989

Men’s Club
Joseph	Tomaskovic
Date	of	Bar	Mitzvah:	October	6,	2018

Hi! My name is Joseph Tomaskovic and I have just 
started eighth grade. I live with my dog, Parker; my 
mom, Debra; my dad, Evan; my brother, Ben; and 
my sister, Hannah. I enjoy playing sports, reading, 
watching TV, swimming, and being at my summer 
camp. 
 For my mitzvah project, I am collecting used 
cleats and shin guards to donate to 1kCleats4Kids. 
This organization then gives these items to the less 
fortunate. I chose this as my mitzvah project because, 
ever since preschool, I have been enjoying the thrill 
of soccer, and I would like everyone to have the 
opportunity to experience that joy, too.
 I would like to thank the people who were 
instrumental in helping me through this part of 
my life’s journey. My parents, Rabbi Steiner, Rabbi 
Rossoff, Marc Chelemer, all of my Hebrew school 
(and preschool!) teachers over the years as well as the 
Barnert Temple community as a whole. Thank you all 
so much for your guidance, support, and getting me 
prepared for my special day.

Sarah	Brechner
Date	of	Bat	Mitzvah:	October	13,	2018

My name is Sarah Brechner and I’m in 8th grade. I live 
with my 17-year-old sister, Rachel; and my mom and 
dad. I love music and singing, and I play volleyball. 
I also play tennis and I used to play basketball. I am 
very musical. I am in an honor choir for my school, 
and I play piano, guitar and flute for my school band. 
In my school my favorite subjects are Language Arts 
and Social Studies. This summer, I went to a week-
long volleyball camp, and a week-long art camp, 
where I learned to draw realistic portraits. When I 
grow up, I would either like to be a designer/interior 
decorator, or a veterinarian because I love animals. 
My family describes me as generous, funny, kind, and 
compassionate. I am hard-working and I strive to be 
my very best at what I do.
 For my Bat Mitzvah project, I joined the 
Meatloaf Machers at Barnert where we make 
meatloaves for the St. Paul’s Men’s Shelter. For my 
mitzvah collection, I am organizing a donation drive for 
animals in the Tri-Boro Animal Welfare, a local animal 
shelter. I am excited to help animals and people in need.
 I am thankful for the love and support of my 
family and friends. I also want to thank Rabbi Steiner, 
Sara Losch, Jennifer Goldstein, Mark and Edith for all 
of their help preparing me for my Bat Mitzvah.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Profiles
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The Temple Community Network is a professional 
networking group targeted at helping the job search 
and career-development needs of the community. 
It is a joint project of Barnert Temple, Temple Beth 
Rishon, Temple Beth Or, and Beth Haverim Shir Shalom. 
Everyone is welcome at the group’s meetings, including 
those searching for a job who are transitioning and 
those already in a position. The meetings are designed 

to be warm, inclusive and informative. Doors open for 
networking at 6:30 pm and programming begins at 7 pm.
 Mark your calendar for the next Networking 
Group event on Monday, September 24.
 For more information, please contact me at 
blevin@galaxy.net or (201) 247-0864.

Bob Levin

Networking  Upcoming Meetings

Do you attend networking meetings or 
company events and walk away feeling 
like you could have been more successful 
in meeting more people? Do you wait for 
others to approach you? Do you feel anxious 
when you try to start a conversation? 
In today’s world networking isn’t just for those 
NOT working. It’s a powerful personal and 
professional tool we can all use to leverage 
relationships. To advance in your career, it’s 
imperative that you get comfortable with 
networking. But why just be comfortable 
when it can actually be fun??? Walk away 
from this interactive event knowing:

• How to explain what you do so people 
will remember you

• Why being specifi c when asking for help 
is important

• How to identify the right networking 
opportunities for you

• What “paying it forward” is all about

• Why networking is simply making 
new friends

• How to turn your networking magic into 
long-term relationships

Abby Kohut, who is known in the job-search world as 
Absolutely Abby, is the president of Staffi ng Symphony, LLC, 
and author of “Absolutely Abby’s 101 Job Search Secrets.” 
In the past 22 years, Abby held corporate recruiting positions 
in a variety of industries and is responsible for helping 
10,000 people get hired. Her website AbsolutelyAbby.com, 
which was selected as one of the “Top 
100 Websites for Your Career” by 
Forbes, teaches candidates secrets 
about the job search process that 
other recruiters won’t tell you. 
AbsolutelyAbby.com was also 
mentioned on CNBC as one of three 
top websites for career changers. 
Abby is one of the “Top 100 Infl uential 
People Online,” according to Fast 
Company Magazine, and is known 
as “Ask Abby” on LinkedIn. She has 
provided job-search tips on SiriusXM, Fox 5, NBC, CBS, 
ABC, Monster, Real Simple, The Ladders, Bloomberg Radio, 
and Forbes. Recently, CEOWORLD Magazine rated Abby 
“One of the Top 25 Women for your Job Search,” and 
Business News Daily rated @Absolutely_Abby as “One of 
Top 10 Twitter Accounts Every Jobseeker Should Follow.” 
Since 2012, Abby has been on a mission to help one million 
job seekers and is currently driving and fl ying around the 
USA on a nationwide tour to accomplish that goal.

Networking for Introverts, Extroverts and In-Between-verts
Monday, September 24

A new year. A new rabbi. A newly designed atrium. New families 
joining us. And now, to help keep us all informed and connected…
A NEW WEBSITE!
The new and engaging website will be offi cially launched after the 
High Holidays, but you can take a look at it now as its design and 
elements are fi nalized.
www.BarnertTemple.org

A New Website
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Book Club
After tackling Gabriel García Márquez’s One Hundred 
Years of Solitude on August 20th, your temple Book Club 
is ready for an exciting and most stimulating season.  

 Our next meeting, after 
Márquez, takes place on Tuesday, 
October 2nd, at the home of 
Susan Nashel in Ridgewood.  
We meet from 8 pm ’til 10 pm, 
with light refreshments (pie and 
coffee are some of our favorites).  
On this evening we will discuss 
Sarah Vowell’s Lafayette in the 
Somewhat United States.
 Sarah Vowell is not exactly 
a historian in the scholarly sense.  

She takes many liberties, adds her own take, digresses, 
and has been called a “narrative nonfi ction wiseguy” 
by an NPR reviewer. Lafayette in the Somewhat United 
States is a humorous and insightful portrait of the famed 
Frenchman, the Marquis de Lafayette, and the impact he 
had on our young country and his ongoing relationship 
with instrumental Americans of the time, including George 
Washington, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, and 
many more.

We welcome all new readers.
Contact me if you need to carpool at (201) 847-2183 or 
bherman@dt.com.

Benita Herman

Hi my name is Elly Kaplan 
and I am this year’s Barnert 
Temple Youth Group (BarTY) 
president. This will be my 
third year on the board and 
my second year as president. 
I am so excited for the new 
year and to work with all of 
the wonderful teens at Barnert 
Temple. I am now entering 
my senior year of high school 
which is full of tests, college 
applications, and planning my 

future. It is because of BarTY that I am confi dent in myself 
that I will accomplish everything that I need and wish to 
be done. 
 Our group is full of love and support, and is truly 
a family within itself. I am extremely excited for the year 
to come with all the new, fresh ideas and events we have 
planned. Some of these events include our Shul-in, where 
we spend the night at the temple watching movies and 
playing games; Midnight Run, where we do a clothing 
drive and then take a bus into Manhattan to hand-deliver 
clothes to the homeless, and so many other new events.  
 Also, we have a new advisor, Billy Bloomberg, who 
is so excited to be a part of the Barnet community and the 
BarTY family! I encourage all Barnert teens to come meet the 
whole BarTY board and to help us have an amazing year!

Best wishes,
Elly Kaplan

BarTY
by Elly Kaplan The Barnert Magazine is published four times a year, 

and its success depends on the literary contributions 
of all Barnert members.
 If you wish to submit a piece — whether a 
personal story or an article that you think will be of 
interest to other members — you are always welcome 
to send it in for consideration.
 Submissions for the November/December issue 
of the magazine are due by October 10. Please email 
your articles or pieces to jorge26.2@optonline.net. 
If you are submitting a text-only document, please 
make sure it has been created in Word, Text Edit, 
or any other word-processing application except 
Publisher. If you wish to keep a specifi c format or 
style (bullets, indents, italics, etc.), please send the 
article along with a PDF, so that we can best match 
the style you want to keep.
 When sending images, please follow these 
specs: minimum 150 dpi, preferably 300 dpi. If you go 
by fi le size, a minimum of 1.5 MB is recommended. 
Any format is fi ne (tiff, 
jpg, eps, PDF). Please do 
not embed an image into 
a Word document, as it 
will be unusable. (The 
photo should come as an 
independent fi le, not as 
part of another document.) 
If you are taking photos using 
your iPhone or smartphone, 
make sure to set it to the 
highest resolution possible.

Your Barnert Magazine
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April-July 2018 Donations
Barnert Garden Fund
  In Memory of
Susan Goodstadt-Levin  
   and Bob Levin  Rose Goodstadt
Arlene and Howard Lemelson Alvin Greenbaum
Sauer family  Jack Birnberg

Barnert Temple Endowment Fund
  In Memory of
Janet and Ted Lobsenz  Edward Slater 
  Betty Weisenfeld 
  Arthur Lobsenz

David Nalven Memorial Youth Education Fund
  In Memory of
Minnie Benson  Albert Benson

Helen Lee Caring Committee Fund
  In Memory of
Jeff Applebaum  Carol Applebaum
Jeffrey Lee  Irving Lefkowitz
  Carol Applebaum 
  Terese Bauer

  In Honor of
Robin and David Kroll  Caring Community
Alison and Peter Smith  Joan Cowlan’s  
     75th Birthday

Interfaith Fund
  In Memory of
Joseph Rattner  George Rattner

Jed Haubenstock BarTY Fund
  In Memory of
Barbara Haubenstock  Stephen Lipkins

  In Honor of
Lisa and Seth Haubenstock  Ken Stier’s graduation
Susan and Rich Kuller  Caroline McKinnon’s   

     Confirmation
Myndee, Bob and Jacob Males Olivia Pincus’    

     Confirmation

Kathie F. Williams’ TAG Scholarship Challenge
  In Memory of
Ellen and Reid Fader  Arthur Kaplan

Lifelong Learning Fund
  In Memory of
Joan Cowlan  Louis Cohen
Roberta and Peter Hong  Arthur Schiller
Jamie and Jason Weber  Kay Gilbert

In Memory of Leonore Albert
Anonymous
Ruth Greenberg
Rosemary V. Harvey
Pam and Jeffrey Himeles
Barbara and Steven Kiel
Arlene Piazza

In Memory of Jack Birnberg
Marilyn and Richard Jacobs
Bonnie, Gary, Heather, and Shannon Kalb
Constance Novek

In Memory of Matthew Sumner
Karen Adler
Barlock family
Barnert Temple Fantastics 2016–2017 Class: Adler, Weber,  
   Ackerman, Fromberg, Schulties, Krauss, Kanter,  
   Lebnikoff, Glincman, Hecht, Trager, Tell, Kurland,  
   and Erlich families
Barnert Temple Preschool teachers
Jamie Benjamin
Benjamin/Howard family
Michelle and Jaeson Birnbaum
Stacey and Richard Block
Erica and Craig Fishman
Brian and Deborah Fisk, Colin and Ailina Fisk,  
   Andrea Fisk
Louis Goldsmith
Pam and Jeffrey Himeles
Lois and Walter Killough
Heidi and Josh Krantz
Amy Levinson
Lipeles and Segal family
Joan and Eugene Lipkowitz
Jill McGovern and family
Ivy Mindlin
Cheryl and Justin Moss
Karen Portale
Judith Raymond
Danielle and Harrison Rosenberg
Jennifer and Harlan Rothman
Lynn Sabat

(Continued on next page)
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Grazia and Salvador Sclafani, Matthew and Cody Sclafani,  
   Nicholas Sclafani, Anthony Sclafani
Andrea Some
Sally Teschon
Pam and Andy Winston
Cindy and Steven Zage
Elyse and Arthur Zucker 
  In Honor of
Ruth Greenberg  Her grandon’s marriage
Emily Kraus and Mark Friedberg Sara Losch and  
     Rabbi Steiner
Arlene and Joel Reisman  Reagan Reisman
Phyllis and Seligman Rosenberg Jackson Rosenberg
Irene and Norman Roth  Gabby and Thalia Romm

Mount Nebo Cemetery Beautification Fund
  In Memory of
Ann and Paul Shansky  James Hunt
Neil Share  Allen Baisuck
Neil Share, MD and Jennifer  Mildred Share
Shansky family  Esther Shansky
Gail White  Melvin Cohen

In Memory of Mike Becker
Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals
Patricia R. Brandl
Pam and Jeffrey Himeles
Gloria Kubasta

Oneg Shabbat Fund
  In Memory of
Eckstein family  Evan Eckstein
Klein family  Joseph Walukiewicz
Debra and Peter Till  Ina Bruskin 
  Kurt Till
Gail White and family  Helene Westreich

  In Honor of
Garland family  Daniel’s Bar Mitzvah
Roberta and Peter Hong  
   and family  Celebrating their move to  
     North Carolina. 
        Thank you for the   
     memories.
Kopelman family  Rory’s Bar Mitzvah
Login family  Isabella’s Bat Mitzvah
Amy and Rob Miller  Amanda’s Bat Mitzvah

Pavers
  In Memory of
Susan and Jeff Wild  Carol Wild

Prayer Book Fund
  In Memory of
Howard/Benjamin family  Beatrice Howard
Norma and Seymour Hurwitz  Eva Borson
Ann and Paul Shansky  James Hunt
Joyce Unger  David S. Unger

Pulpit Flower Fund
  In Memory of
Eckstein family  Evan Eckstein 
  Dorrit Eckstein
Bobbie Jodre and Ken Gardner Marc Roberts 
  Libby Gardner
Reggie and Peter Gross  Fay Gittlin
Anne and Andrew Kanter  George Kanter
Alice Heffner and Alan Lieber Sol Lieber
Pamela and Bob Kwartler  Harry F. Kwartler
Nalven and Krasnow families  Diane Nalven Young
Shansky family  Esther Shansky
Debra and Peter Till  Ina Bruskin 
  Kurt Till
Shirley Zlotowitz, 
   Zlotowitz/Greenberg family 
   Feinberg family, and  
   Robin Zlotowitz  Rabbi Bernard M. Zlotowitz

  In Honor of
Garland family  Daniel’s Bar Mitzvah
Kopelman family  Rory’s Bar Mitzvah
Login family  Isabella’s Bat Mitzvah
Amy and Rob Miller  Amanda’s Bat Mitzvah
Janet and Gary Montroy  Marriage of their daughter, 
     Beth, to Jeff Schecter 
   
Rabbi Martin Freedman URJ Camp Scholarship Fund
  In Memory of
Shirley Shacknai Freedman  Yetta Freedman
Shirley Shacknai Freedman  
   and family  Rabbi Martin Freedman

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
  In Memory of
Amy Albert  Leonore Albert
Enid and Paul Avenius  Miriam Pearlman
Debbie Becker  Mike Becker
Birnberg family  Jack Birnberg

April-July 2018 Donations  (From previous page)

(Continued on next page)
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April-July 2018 Donations  (From previous page)

Cantor family  Rose Villa and Joseph Villa
Carin and Selwyn Cooperman William Kirschner
Joan Cowlan  Sadie Kates
Judith and Gary Farber  Geraldine Rochman
J. R. Hartman  Dr. Harry and Elly Bettauer
Edward S. Hochman, Karen Hochman 
   Amy Albert  Leah Raff 
  Nathan Raff 
  Elsie Raff 
  Joan Raff Hochman 
  Leonore Raff Albert
Norma and Seymour Hurwitz  Murray Borson
Judd/Benson family  Donald Judd
Fran and Bob Kaufmann  Richard Kaufmann
Lowy family  Joan Schwartz
Faina Menzul  Elizabeth Menzul
Sobel and Goodstadt families Herman Sobel
Randi and Tedd Kochman  Arlene Kochman 
  Morton Kochman
Myndee, Bob and Jacob Males Lester Males
Helen Neidell  Saul Neidell
Ronnie and Bob Powers  Roy Powers
Joanne and Chuck Rosenblum Paula Rosenblum
Larry and Chuck Rosenblum  Paula Rosenblum
Rae and Robert Schulman  Seymour Schulman 
  Violette Goldzweig
Cipora Schwartz  Jack Birnberg
Ellen and Robert Stahli  Melvin Aronson
Nan, Rachel, Daniel and  
   Jonathan Sumner  Matt Sumner
Beth and Joe Valenti  Jeanette Valenti 
  Larry Schwartz
Cindy and Steven Zage  Jack Birnberg
Debbie Zlotowitz and  
   Rick Greenberg  Bernard Zlotowitz
Elyse and Arthur Zucker  Stanley Lipshutz

  In Honor of
Ree Adler  Rabbi Steiner
Debbie Becker  Marina Voronina

Sanctuary Enhancements Fund
  In Memory of
Barbara and Steven Kiel  Sylvia Lauber

Social Action Fund
  In Memory of
Ree Adler  Bessie Dorfman
Laurie and Lawrence Chalfin  Joseph Heit

Alan Kessler  Leon Kessler 
  Donna Kessler
Rebecca Holland and  
   David Miller  Benjamin Holland
Arlene and Howard Lemelson Helen Lemelson
Susan and Richard Nashel  Judith Zeiger
Lenni and Robert Puritz  Alexander Puritz 
  Bessie Dorfman
Joseph Rattner  Sandra Rattner Pelican
Mireille Schuck  Herbert Lipsitz and  
     Paulette Lipsitz
Cipora Schwartz  Esther Schwartz 

  Phillip Schwartz

  In Honor of
Sue and Harold Koritz,  
   Emily and Andy  Elizabeth and  
     Larry Resnick’s 30th   
     anniversary

Tree of Life
  In Honor of
Cipora Schwartz  Rabbi Don Rossoff 
  Joan Cowlan’s birthday

Yahrzeit Fund
  In Memory of
Margie and Mike Buckweitz  Gunter Schleimer
Eleanor Doblin  D. R. Thomson
Judith and Gary Farber  Irving Farber 
  Madeline Klein
Gayle and Mel Gerstein  Alan I. Gerstein 
  Jeanette Gerstein
Ruth Greenberg  Solomon Gabin 
  J. L. Gabin
Pamela and Scott Harper  W. James Harper
Norma and Seymour Hurwitz  Aaron Hurwitz 
  Mildred Hurwitz
Barbara and Steven Kiel  Harry Mandel 
  Irwin Lauber
Jacqueline and Mitchell Knapp Harold Knapp
Ronnie and Larry Levine  Howard Mintz 
  Michael Bloom
Raymond Metzger  Joseph Metzger
Barbara and Allan Peller  Nathan Feit 
  Dorothy Peller
Ruth Schack  Anna Rosenbaum 
  Blanche Schack
Marilyn Schotz  Freda Resnik
Elise and Alan Tell  Lucille Tell
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Support Sisterhood!

Everyone Loves Them!

It’s a Gift! It’s Spending Money!

Your purchase of gift cards helps 
support Sisterhood, Barnert Temple, 
the Preschool, and Social Action 
programs. Did you know that gift 
card proceeds have been used for 
the Atrium Beautifi cation Project? 
Sisterhood earns a percentage 
from each and every card, while 
you pay only the face value! It’s 
a win-win! Most gift cards can 
be used online.

Gift cards are perfect for
- Chanukah
- Birthdays
- College Students
- Teachers 
- Wedding and Shower Gifts
- Long-Distance Gifts 
- Graduations

 Amazon.com .......................................... $25

AMC Movies .......................................... $25

Barnes & Noble ...................................... $25

Bed Bath & Beyond ................................ $25

Bonefi sh Grill/Outback/Carrabba’s ...... $25

BP Gas Cards ......................................... $50

Chili’s/On The Border/Maggiano’s ...... $25

Crate & Barrel ........................................ $25

Dick’s Sporting Goods ........................... $25

Dunkin’ Donuts/Baskin-Robbins ............ $10     

Gap/Banana Republic/Old Navy/

Athleta ............................................ $25

Lowe’s ................................................... $25

Macy’s ................................................... $25 

Panera Bread .......................................... $10

Shell Gas Cards ..................................... $25                        

ShopRite ..................................... $25 & $100

Staples ................................................... $25

Starbucks ............................................... $25

Stop & Shop ............................... $25 & $100 

Subway .................................................. $10

Target ..................................................... $25

Walmart ...................................... $25 & $100

Wendy’s ................................................. $10

Zappos ................................................... $25

We accept cash, checks made out 
to Barnert Temple Sisterhood and 
Venmo @Barnert-Sisterhood. To order, 
contact Amy Lynn at (201) 891-3993 or 
amymlynn@optonline.net.

Support Sisterhood by 
purchasing gift cards in the 
following denominations:
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Congregation	B’nai	Jeshurun
Nathan Barnert Memorial Temple
747 Route 208 South, Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417

LEARN MORE. DO MORE. 
barnerttemple.org

Rabbi Rachel Steiner ........................................ (201) 848-1800
rabbisteiner@barnerttemple.org

Sara Losch, Director of Lifelong Learning ........ (201) 848-1027
saralosch@barnerttemple.org

Preschool and Religious School Office ............. (201) 848-1027
schooloffice@barnerttemple.org

Mt. Nebo Cemetery ......................................... (973) 373-0144
Sanford B. Epstein Inc.

EDiTOrS  Rachel Steiner and Sara Losch
DESign/PrODuCTiOn  Jorge Losch

rABBi  Rachel Steiner

DirECTOr	Of	lifElOng	lEArning  Sara Losch

ExECuTivE	COMMiTTEE	2018–2019:
PrESiDEnT  Rebecca McKinnon
ExECuTivE	viCE	PrESiDEnT  Joan Lipkowitz
viCE	PrESiDEnT	–	EDuCATiOn  Emily Adler
viCE	PrESiDEnT	–	riTuAl	&	TrADiTiOnS  Rachel Dewan
viCE	PrESiDEnT	–	DEvElOPMEnT  Seth Haubenstock
viCE	PrESiDEnT	–	rElATiOnSHiPS  Alice Heffner
viCE	PrESiDEnT	–	finAnCE  Jeff Kagan 
viCE	PrESiDEnT	–	SOCiAl	ACTiOn  Elizabeth Resnick
viCE	PrESiDEnT	–	PErSOnnEl	&	lEgAl  Jeff Wild
SECrETAry  Rebecca Holland
TrEASurEr  Dan Mason
SiSTErHOOD	PrESiDEnT  Susan Esserman-Schack 
MEn’S	CluB	PrESiDEnT  Rich Kuller
iMMEDiATE	PAST	PrESiDEnT  Kathy Hecht

ADDiTiOnAl	COnTriBuTOrS		
TO	THiS	iSSuE: 

Sarah Brechner  
Jodi Fader  
Marian Filan 
Benita Herman
Rebecca Holland 
Elly Kaplan
Sue Klein 
Rich Kuller 
Bob Levin
Amy Lynn 
Elizabeth Resnick 
Meredith Riss
Rebecca Rund 
Jennifer Sauer 
Joseph Tomaskovic


