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Passover! Theatre trips!
Our Barnert Temple community has so much
happening in March and April.
Mitzvah-Plex has evolved to three days of
learning and experiential opportunities, with something for everyone (page 17).
Men’s Club Gourmet Tasting offers the widest
variety of delicious tastings in wine, craft beer, cheeses
and so much more. Add to that a delicious dinner, and
you have a fun evening of food and friends (page 23).
The Preschool Purim Carnival is always the
perfect event for young children. A great two hours
of fun, games and food for our youngest and their
parents and grandparents (page 16).
Preparing for Passover? The Women’s Seder is
a wonderful time for Barnert women and friends to
gather for a special evening. Want some ideas to help
prepare for Passover? Check out page 8.
BarTY – the Barnert Temple Youth – collected
clothing and spent another evening making sandwiches
for the homeless of NYC streets (page 20).
The Barnert Business Intitiative will build on
last year’s successful event (page 21). Networking
Group is offering speakers in March and April to
further career and business goals (page 22).
Every year, the Preschool Fantastics’ Class of
4-year-olds has an Art Show. Check out the photos of
our budding artists (page 15).
Our rabbinic transition continues. Enjoy the final
report from our Rabbinic Search Committee (page 12)
and an update from our Transition Committee (page 10).
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A Message from Rabbi Don Rossoff
The Golden Rule
I recently received a card from
a future congregant on which
was written eight different
versions of the Golden Rule
as expressed by eight of the
relations of the world. Our
version comes to us through
Hillel the Elder who said, “Do
not do to others as you would
not have them do to you.”
Found in Pirkei Avot, this is
one of Hillel’s “greatest hits.”
Of course, Hillel was known
for much, much more. Living in the first century BCE and
into the first century CE, Hillel was paired with Shammai
as leaders of the Sanhedrin. Hillel and Shammai agreed on
very little, and the disagreements extended over time in the
philosophical schools that followed, the House of Hillel and
the House of Shammai. Except during the heated debates
surrounding the revolt against Rome, the House of Hillel
and the House of Shammai lived side by side, ate together,
and married off their children to each other. And because
they related to each other with respect, the opinions of
both were said to be the world of the living God.
How could that be? It is because their disagreements
were l’shem shamayim, for the sake of Heaven. Their
opposing opinions arose from different understandings but
were all motivated by a non-self-serving, principled search
for the best way to serve God, live Torah, and sustain the
meaningful continuity of the Jewish People. And because
they were arguing for the sake of a common cause, they
could disagree without becoming disagreeable. Perhaps
the two religious parties understood that there was
more that united them than separated them and that the
relationships between them were far more important than
any of the issues.
Would that we have more of that spirit today in
our society! Today, it appears that disagreement often
leads to delegitimating and demonization. Too often we
impugn the motivations of those with whom we disagree
with assumptions of stupidity and/or less than the purest of
motivation. We certainly have seen that grow in our nation’s
political life, and more and more it is seeping down through
the cracks to color our own interactions with others in our
family and community. When time is tight, the task is urgent,
and the pressure is on, we often see others as impediments
who must move out of our way, as opposed to persons who
may have a different perspective which might in fact enrich
the enterprise. When you feel tenseness in your gut and
hear impatience in your speech, sometimes all it takes is to
step back, take a big breath and as you are breathing out,
whisper to yourself, “Savlanut — patience, self, patience!”
I suggest that we can work better together when

we follow the dictum in Pirkei Avot, “Dan et kol ha-adam
l’chaf zechut,” which roughly means, “Assume positive
motivation and give the other the benefit of the doubt.”
One way to dan l’chaf zechut is suggested by another of
Hillel’s maxims, “Do not judge another until you have stood
in their place.” In this regard, however, I prefer the wording
of the Native American proverb which advises us not to
judge others until we have walked a mile in their moccasins.
Walking in the shoes of others — as opposed to standing
— allows us to feel the personal pebbles they have in their
shoes and the bumps they encounter while walking their
particular path. Others may be at a different place in their
lives, having had experiences which color how they look at
things — as do we all.
Feeling the pain of the other, reminding ourselves
that the right relationship is everything, looking for the
positive, patiently reminding ourselves that what we do
must be “l’shem shamayim,” and treating people as we
would wish to be treated, allows us to build the more sacred
community for which Barnert Temple ever strives.
Rabbi Don Rossoff

Tu Bishvat – Sustainable
Agriculture and Social Justice
In observance of Tu Bishvat, we welcomed Susan
Paykin to discuss the social, environmental and moral
imperatives of sustainable agriculture, and how we as
a community can support a just food system through
action and advocacy. Susan is a farmer and educator
based in the Hudson Valley, and as a product of the
Barnert Temple family, credited her Jewish education
in influencing her strong social justice values. Susan
discussed the need to rebuild local, communitybased food systems
to serve as catalysts
for positive change.
She has been
farming for more
than five years
and is now an
adjunct instructor
in sustainable
agriculture at
Westchester
Community
College.
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A Message From Rabbi Rachel Steiner
The mitzvah of comfort
What do you do when you
receive an email from Barnert
letting you know that a temple
member has lost a loved one?
How about an email
through our Caring Community
when one of our members
needs food or help in a difficult
time?
So many members of
our community speak openly
about how much it meant to
them to have visitors come to
visit during shiva following the loss of a loved one or to
have people check in on them when they were recuperating
from an illness. And yet, for many in our community, there
is a lack of clarity about how we can best support each
other in our times of need. Many people ask me about
the appropriateness of making shiva visits if you do not
have a pre-existing relationship with the mourner. And I
have heard ambivalence about creating time to make food
for or volunteer to help others who are not already in an
immediate circle.
I want to share with you what our tradition expects
of each of us when it comes to taking care of one another.
I offer this is as a high but reachable bar for our community
to help us evolve into one that is even more caring, even
more supportive of one another.
Two mitzvot (commandments) that are fundamental
aspects of Jewish living are bikkur cholim and nichum
aveilim, visiting the sick and
comforting the mourner. Both of
these are central to the way we
live as Jews and to the way we
live lives of holiness. In the Talmud
(Sotah 14a) we learn that we are
to walk in the ways of God. How
do we do this? Rabbi Hama, son
of Rabbi Hanina, taught that since
God visited Abraham when he was
recovering from his circumcision,
so must we visit the sick in our
midst. Just as God comforted
Isaac after the death of his father
Abraham, so must we offer comfort to the mourners in our
community. When we engage in these mitzvot, we exhibit
holy behavior.
Bikkur cholim (visiting the sick) can take on different
forms. If you learn that someone is home and recovering,
you can volunteer to bring food (or let us know so we
can deliver homemade soup!) or to help with carpools,
childcare or company. Not sure what you can bring? Ask!
Here’s some language that might help: “I am going to
4
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bring some food to your home to make this time a little
bit easier — what does your family (you/your partner/your
children) like to eat?” Using this language lets the person
express food preferences without forcing them to tell you
that they need something. (Many of us say, “Let me know
if you need anything” which places the onus on the person
you are trying to help!) If someone is in the hospital, the
same guidelines go for family members who are at home —
offer help to the partner who is not sick wherever you see
the need. And if it’s safe to visit, go for a short hospital visit
to show you care without staying so long that you exhaust
the patient. Not sure if you should go? Ask!
Nichum aveilim (comforting the mourner) is a
mitzvah that each of us should make part of our lives.
One of the reasons we send emails out to the entire
congregation when a member loses a loved one is so that
temple members can pay a shiva call. What does this mean?
Frequently, when a loved one dies, mourners open their
home up to visitors. There is often a minyan during the
shiva. You do not need to know the mourner to visit during
shiva. If you are reading this article, you are part of the
Barnert community and it’s just what we do when someone
experiences loss.
Shiva visits can be short or long in duration.
When you arrive at the home, let yourself in (the door
is almost always unlocked), ask anyone there who the
mourner is (if you don’t know each other), introduce
yourself and express your condolences. (Here’s what this
looks like: “My name is Rachel Steiner. I am a member
of Barnert and I am so sorry for your loss.”) That’s it.
It is a custom to bring
food to a house of mourning so
you can also bring cookies or
cake if that practice resonates. If
you can attend during the shiva
minyan (the email from the temple
will tell you if and when this is
happening) this is an extra gift to
the mourner. This short service
of memory allows mourners to
say the Mourner’s Kaddish to
honor the life of their loved one.
If you’ve attended a shiva minyan
with me, you likely already know
that Jews never say Mourner’s Kaddish alone — we must
be in community. When you attend a shiva minyan, you
fulfill the mitzvah of nichum aveilim AND make it possible
for the mourner to say kaddish (also a mitzvah) within their
community.
There are so many ways we support each other
within the Barnert Temple community. These two — visiting
the sick and comforting the mourner — are accessible places
(Continued on next page)

From Rabbi Rachel Steiner (From previous page)
to begin. Everyone who has had a loss and received a visit
from a Barnert member they barely knew or had never met
is deeply touched by this act of support. (If they don’t want
visitors from within the community, we don’t send emails
out so you never have to worry that you’re showing up
to something you should not attend.) And if you’ve been
sick and had someone drop off food or help get you to a
doctor’s appointment, you know how much this can help.
We are strengthened by these actions. And we fulfill our
obligations, our mitzvot, when we step up to support one
another.
I hope it goes without saying that we want to know,

as well, when you could use some Barnert support. If you
or a family member is working through illness or other
challenges, please tell me. I want to walk with you — on the
peaks and the valleys — on this journey of life.
Next time you receive an email informing you of a
death or asking for help on behalf of someone who is ill,
please do more than scan it to see if the name embedded
within is familiar. Make time in your schedule. (I know how
hard this is.) These are our opportunities to support one
another, to do what Jews do in times of need and, in our
times of greatest need, to extend warmth and sacred
connection.

Shabbat and Holiday Worship with Rabbi Rossoff
and Rabbi Steiner
Shabbat services are reflective yet joyous — a true renewal of the spirit. You may come in tired, but you’ll walk
away renewed and revived. It’s a promise! All ages are welcome, and dress is nice/casual. And we have the best
Oneg Shabbat desserts — check out the chocolate caramel pretzels!
On the first Friday, the 7 pm service is followed by a potluck supper.
Friday, March 2
7 pm Service
8 pm Potluck Supper

Saturday, March 24
9:30 am Torah Study,
Parshat Tzav

Saturday, March 3
9:30 am Shabbat Yoga
10 am Service, Bar Mitzvah
of Matthew Miller

Friday, April 6
7 pm Shabbat Service with
Yizkor and Potluck Supper

Friday, March 9
8 pm Service
Saturday, March 10
9:30 am Torah Study,
Parshat Vayakhel/Pekude
Friday, March 16
5 pm Tot Shabbat and
Pizza Dinner
8 pm Service
Saturday, March 17
9:30 am Rosh Chodesh
10 am Service, Bar Mitzvah
of Kyle Zicherman
Friday, March 23
8 pm Service

Saturday, April 7
9:30 am Shabbat Yoga
Friday, April 13
8 pm Service

Friday, April 27
8 pm Service led by
Women of Barnert and
Men’s Club
Saturday, April 28
9:30 am Torah Study,
Parshat Achare
Mot/Kedoshim
10 am Service,
Bat Mitzvah of
Isabella Login

Saturday, April 14
9:30 am Torah Study,
Parshat Shemini
10 am Service, Bat Mitzvah
of Carli Silverman
Friday, April 20
5 pm Tot Shabbat and
Pizza Dinner
8 pm Service
Saturday, April 21
9:30 am Rosh Chodesh
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Bar/Bat Mitzvah Profiles
Matthew Miller
Date of Bar Mitzvah: March 3, 2018
Hi, I’m Matthew Miller. I live with my mom, Rebecca;
my dad, David; and my sister, Sarah; along with my dog,
Annie; and cat, Cocoa. I am in the 7th grade. I am a
serious tennis player and I play in tournaments almost
every weekend, and I spend a month in July training
at the tennis academy in Port St. Lucie, Florida. In fact,
part of my Mitzvah project is to collect and donate
tennis rackets to kids who love the sport but who are
underprivileged through the organization Kids Helping
Kids. I also play guitar and I am about to earn my 2ndDegree Black Belt in Tae Kwondo, which I’ve been
studying since I was six years old. I am also helping to
train my dog to become a therapy dog, so we can visit
facilities where residents are happy to see and pet a dog.
Preparing to become a Bar Mitzvah is not easy,
so I think it is important to thank the people who helped
me along the way. I would like to thank Rabbi Steiner,
Sara Losch, Helen Fleischmann, and Marc Chelemer,
and all my Religious School teachers, from past to
present. I would also like to thank my whole family for
supporting me and telling me to never give up. Thank
you so much! This special day wouldn’t be the same
without you!

Kyle Zicherman
Date of Bar Mitzvah: March 17, 2018
My name is Kyle Zicherman and I am in 7th grade. I live
with my mom and dad; my two older brothers, Ryan
and Trevor; and our two dogs, Donovan and Carmela. I
enjoy playing soccer, lacrosse and basketball, as well as
hanging out with my friends and playing video games.
For my Mitzvah project, I rescued a beagle
puppy and named her Carmela. I am training her to be
a therapy dog. She is a lot of work, but so far she has
already passed her first training class and has several
more to go before she becomes certified as a therapy
dog. I am looking forward to bringing her to schools,
hospitals and nursing homes so she can make people
feel better. For my Mitzvah collection project, I am
organizing a collection for the Ramapo Bergen Animal
Refuge (RBARI) in Oakland so that other animals in need
can be helped.
I would like to thank all my Religious School
teachers at Barnert as well as Rabbi Rossoff, Rabbi

Steiner, Mora Edith, and Helen Fleischmann for all the
time they spent preparing me for this special day. A
special thank you to my mom and dad and my brothers
(and Carmela) for all their encouragement.

Carli Drue Silverman
Date of Bat Mitzvah: April 14, 2018
Hi, my name is Carli Drue Silverman. I am in 7th grade,
and I live with my mom, Elissa; my dad, Andrew; my
younger brother, Jed; and our dog Sundae. I love
spending time with my friends and family. I enjoy being
active whether it be with my volleyball team on the
court, swimming in a pool or skiing down a mountain.
I try to embrace each day with a smile!
For my Mitzvah project, I wanted to make a
difference and help raise money for Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center. My inspiration was my nineyear-old cousin who is battling leukemia for a second
time. Reese is missing out on just being a regular kid
and none of that is fair! Although I cannot take her
cancer away, I can do my part to raise money to help
find a cure. So on January 6, my family and friends
donated their time and money to a cycle spin class and
dined at Blue Moon restaurant that raised more than
$4,500 for leukemia research. I was blown away by the
outpour of love and I am so thankful for all the support.
One of my favorite parts of my Jewish
journey is reading my Hebrew and practicing with my
great grandmother GG Diane. It has taught me how
important the experiences of our older relatives are in
helping to shape our future Jewish lives. The struggles,
the triumphs, the holiday traditions and being together
has ignited a flame inside me that makes me proud of
where I have come from and why I wanted to become a
Bat Mitzvah.
I am thankful for my preschool years at Barnert
Temple and for Sara Losch and the amazing teachers I
had along the way. I want to thank Rabbi Steiner and
Mora Edith for always encouraging me to be confident
and to believe in myself. I appreciate all the lessons,
meetings and words of support to prepare me for my
Bat Mitzvah. I especially would like to recognize
my teacher Jennifer Goldstein. I thank you so much
for helping me from the start. Of course, I love and
appreciate everything my family has done for me to
help me get to this day. I love them all so very much!
(Continued on next page)
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Preparing for Passover
Passover is one of the major festivals of the Jewish year
which is primarily observed in the home. Preparations for
Passover are based on our tradition and the decisions we
make as Reform Jews. While challenging, these preparations
can also offer time for reflection. Here are some thoughts on
how to prepare your home for Passover in a meaningful way.
During Passover, we refrain from chametz,
otherwise known as leavened foods. This is based on the
Israelites fleeing their homes and not having
time to properly bake bread. Traditionally,
homes are cleaned of anything containing
chametz. It’s a great time to clean out
cabinets, pantries, refrigerators and freezers.
Toss what’s old, donate what’s current.
What is chametz? Chametz is food
prepared from any of the five species
of grain — wheat, barley, oats, spelt or
rye — that have been allowed to leaven.
Customarily, we understand this to be bread,
pasta, baked goods. Additionally, there are two
views of what chametz is: Ashkenazi (Eastern European
origin) and Sephardic (Mediterranean origin). Ashkenazi
Jews also consider rice, millet, corn and legumes, known
as kitniyot, to be chametz as these food items could be
confused with grain. Sephardic practice does not include
kitniyot in its definition and is more the norm in Israel.
Once your house is cleared of chametz, the cabinets,
counters, refrigerators, oven, dishwasher and all rooms are
scrubbed as well. Passover preparations are probably the
basis for a terrific spring cleaning! Traditionally, dishes and

utensils are changed for dedicated Passover items or they
are cleaned in such a way that rids the chametz that may
have stuck to them. As Reform Jews, we determine after
learning about our traditions which observances we feel
have meaning and connect us to our Jewish identity.
There is an alternate observance many use.
Rather than cleaning the cabinets, they are tied shut and not
used during Passover. You can make “Not For Passover”
stickers for your cabinet doors.
Bedikat chametz is a lovely custom,
especially fun to share with children, which
is performed after sundown on the night
before Passover. A formal search for
leaven is done using a candlelight or
flashlight, a small bag to hold crumbs,
and a feather sweep them up. A
blessing is said, and the following
morning, the leaven is burned (biur
chametz). No chametz is eaten after this
ritual until the end of Passover.
Of course, the seder, which takes place at home,
is the central ritual of Passover. While the seder(s) occur at
the beginning of Passover, we continue the observance of
a chametz-free home and diet through the full seven days.
We eat matzah for seven days. What a beautiful reminder
that we were once slaves, but were freed and now choose
what to accomplish with our many freedoms.
For more information on preparing for Passover,
including rituals, family activities, and articles, please
check out Reform Judaism’s Passover page.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Profiles (From previous page)
Isabella Login
Date of Bat Mitzvah: April 28, 2018
Hi, my name is Izzy Login. I am currently in 7th grade
and I am 12 years old. I live at home with my parents;
my younger brother, Zach; my two cats, Jagger and
Rocco; and my two dogs, Archie and Hazel. Some
things I like to do in my free time include horseback
riding, lacrosse, and hanging out with my friends! My
Bat Mitzvah date is April 28, and my Torah portion
is Achare Mot/Kedoshim. I am very excited, but very
nervous for what will be a day to remember.
My Mitzvah project is called “Tomorrow
IZ a new day.” I worked with the AFSP (American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention), to spread suicide
awareness, and people know every day is a new day.
Suicide is not just a choice, it is a mental illness. My
uncle, who was very close to me, had this illness, and
sadly he did not know that every day gets better. My
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motive of this project is to let people know that it is ok,
and they can talk to others. Andrew was an influential
person in my life, and to help people never feel the way
my family did, well, there would be nothing that would
make me happier.
I would like to thank my mom and dad for
endlessly driving me to
and from Barnert every
week, and helping me
with my Hebrew for last
few months.
I would like to
thank Mora Edith for
helping me learn my Torah
and haftarah portion, and
I would most like to thank
Rabbi Steiner for guiding
me down the road to
becoming a Bat Mitzvah.

Order Your Haggadah Now!
The first Passover seder is Friday, March 30. We know
you will want to have haggadot for your seder. We’ll make
it easy for you. We’ll have available for purchase two types
of haggadot.
A Passover Haggadah. This is the adult version that is
easy to use.
A Children’s Haggadah. This is a children’s version. It is
especially designed to be accessible by youngsters and to
be meaningful as well.
Please use the form below to order. Make your checks
payable to Barnert Temple, and send your form to the
Temple Office by March 16.

Haggadah Order Form
Name
Address
Phone Number
Type of Haggadah

Quantity Ordered

Price

Cost

A Passover Haggadah

@ $17 each

$

A Children’s Haggadah

@ $17 each

$

Total Cost

$
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A Message From the President
Looking forward to seeing you at Mitzvah-Plex 2018!
Dear friends,
Social action at Barnert is
kind of like breathing. It is not
just what we do. It is part of who
we are and keeps us connected
to the world around us.
In Judaism, the practice of
tikkun olam (repair of the world)
is a mitzvah (a commandment).
Barnert, through our Social
Action Committee, helps us
fulfill this mitzvah by raising
awareness and educating us
about issues of social justice and the environment, both
locally and globally.
One of the ways we’ve done this in the past was
through Barnert Temple’s annual Mitzvah Mall. Since its
inception 17 years ago, the Mitzvah Mall has raised awareness
and more than $300,000 for grassroots organizations close
to home and around the world. Our community continues
to be inspired by and partner with many of these charities.

Today, based on feedback from you, we know that
grassroots, hands-on engagement is a key driver for
people to get involved. Last year we began addressing
those needs in new, exciting ways and this year we are
thrilled to be introducing Mitzvah-Plex, a full weekend of
activities focused on Education, Advocacy, Tzedakah and
Volunteerism.
Barnert’s Social Action Committee is one of the
largest and most active committees we have. The group
represents a variety of interests, ages and geographies so
if you’ve been thinking about getting involved, there is
no reason to hesitate. Social action cuts across all groups
within our community and creates special ties within our
congregation. Ask anyone who is currently involved in that
committee and they’ll confirm just how special the group is.
Mitzvah-Plex is going to be a wonderful and
meaningful weekend. I hope you will consider participating
and I will look forward to seeing you then.
Warmly,
Rebecca

Transition Steering Committee
When the congregation learned at the end of
December 2017 that our president Rebecca McKinnon
had signed Rabbi Rachel Steiner’s new contract to
become Barnert Temple’s Senior Rabbi, everyone was
excited. Rabbi Steiner’s tenure is going to see us into
the next phase of our glorious 165-year history.
Then I thought about how the Transition
Steering Committee would soon be springing into
action but is now officially on the downswing of our
work in helping to guide our Barnert Temple community
during these clergy transition years.
Rabbi Rachel Steiner will be stepping into her
new role as of July 1. Please feel free to wish her mazal
tov if you are comfortable or, if you are not yet familiar
with her gifts, join Rabbi Rachel at Shabbat services or
attend one of her current classes — Mussar on Sundays
or the Drop-in Discussions of current issues on Tuesday
mornings. In fact, if there is anything on your mind or
you would like to meet with Rabbi Steiner right now,
call the office and set up an appointment with her. She
is pretty busy but she told me that she would welcome
you for any reason.
The Transition Steering Committee, Barnert’s
lay leaders, key staff and clergy will be setting up a
calendar of transition events to first properly thank

10
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Rabbi Don for his tenure as our interim rabbi and then
begin welcoming Rabbi Steiner as she steps up on
July 1 into her new role. A formal installation ceremony
for Rabbi Steiner will be scheduled in fall 2018. You will
receive plenty of advance notice, as you will want to
attend and perhaps even be a sponsor for this special
installation event.
Marian Filan

A Message From Sara Losch
The mitzvot in Mitzvah-Plex
This year, the month of March
begins with Purim (March 1) and
ends with Passover (March 30,
31). The month is bookended
by two very different holidays.
And just as we get ready to
enter Passover, the narrative of
the Jewish people, our Barnert
community comes together
for a weekend of mitzvot with
Mitzvah-Plex.
As an introduction to
various mitzvot that we perform
at Mitzvah-Plex, our Jewish Journey Project Barnert Temple
(JJPBT, formerly the Religious School) students and families
participated in a January 7 LEV class. LEV (heart) classes
offer us the opportunity to explore foundational concepts
of one of our school’s three pillars: Torah, Avodah, and
Gemilut Chasadim.
During the January 7th Gemilut Chasadim LEV
program, students and parents traveled through eight
engaging round-robin experiences, which opened a dialog
about these mitzvot:
Righteous giving of funds - Tzedakah
Feeding the hungry - L’ha-achil r’ayvim
Clothing people in need - Malbeesh arumim
Visiting the sick - Bikkur cholim
Hospitality - Hachnasat orchim
Honoring the elderly - Hiddur p’nai zaken
Comforting mourners - Nichum aveilim
Keeping animals from harm - Tza-ar ba-alay chayim
Many adults and children shared with us that they
felt inspired to do more, to be more conscious of and
conscientious about social justice issues. In the tzedakah
experience, some people shared that they have conflicted
feelings about how to see and treat people on the street
who are in need. Does it matter, one asked, how a person
became homeless? Can we base our decision — to give or
not to give money — on an unsubstantiated belief that the
homeless person might spend the money on drugs, etc.?
Here’s where Judaism is a beautiful gift, especially
in this day and age. No matter your political views, Judaism
points you in the right direction, telling you how to do
the right thing. No, it does not matter how one became
homeless. And no, it’s not our business what the money
will go for. A Jew gives: money, food, or of oneself. If you
are uncomfortable giving money, then give a fig (food).
Mitzvah-Plex will give each of us the opportunity to do all
three. You will learn, you will do, you will give.
The day is set up to make it easily accessible for
families and individuals. Families with children in grades K-6
will attend with their children as a LEV class, starting in the

sanctuary at 9:30. You’ll then follow a schedule as you travel
through the Men’s Club Breakfast (yummy pancakes and
eggs; all proceeds going to our charities), activities, and
then learning from the charities.
Preschool families will have special times set up to
do the activities and can go to the pancake breakfast any
time they want.
Mitzvah-Plex is one of the most impactful days of
the year. You will be transformed.
More information on the schedule will be sent out
through our schools. I look forward to learning alongside you.
Warmly,
Sara Losch

Barnert Summer Camp
Registration Now Happening!
Barnert is now accepting registration for Camp
Barnert’s Nature Explorers Program. Our camp is
focused on promoting an understanding and passion
for the natural world. We believe that children who
are passionate about nature will grow up to protect
it, fulfilling the Jewish value of tikkun olam, repairing
the word. Camp is available for ages 15 months
to 4+ years and you can choose either a half-day
(9 am – 2:30 pm) or full-day (9 am – 3 pm) schedule.
Information is available on our website (www.
barnerttemple.org) or by calling (201) 848-1027.
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Rabbinic Search Update
Dear friends,
After reviewing 47 resumes for the past two years
and conducting numerous Skype and on-site interviews,
the Rabbinic Search Committee is pleased to reiterate our
unanimous support for our new senior rabbi, Rachel Steiner.
Rabbi Steiner becomes our senior rabbi as of July 1.
Rabbi Steiner will be sharing parts of her
application with the congregation, but we want to share
the opening paragraph of her personal statement, which
spoke to us:
“I am grateful that my love for Barnert Temple has
developed over time: one conversation, one hug,
or one opportunity to honor a loved one’s memory
or name a new baby. Each day over the last seven
plus years this connection has grown deeper and
wider, forming the kind of love that can only come
from time spent honestly and intentionally together.
I feel a profound sense of appreciation for Barnert’s
history, warmth, diversity, and optimistic orientation
toward the future. It is from this place of knowing and
connection that I will serve this sacred community as
your senior rabbi.”
As a committee, we were privileged to spend time with
Rabbi Steiner and get to know her in a different capacity
than we have in our individual interactions with her. We
hope you seek her out and get to know her as we have.
The search committee grew into a tight-knit team
of people who passionately navigated our way through
tough discussions and difficult decisions and ultimately,
with complete clarity, on the right path forward for Barnert
with Rabbi Steiner.
We are all very grateful for the honor and trust
placed in us as we worked to reach this sacred decision.
Please join us in congratulating our new senior rabbi!
Search Committee members:
Jeff Gerstel, Co-Chairperson
Julie Kagan, Co-Chairperson
Rachel Dewan
Harvey Feldman
Julie Good
Bob Gutenstein

Roberta Hong
Andy Kanter
Lauren Krauss
Beth LaForgia
Liz Louizides
Stacey Rappaport

Jan. 7 LEV Class
Gemilut chasadim participants took and emailed
selfies to honor seniors in their lives.

Eli, Stacey and Audrey

Melissa and Evangeline

Kieran and Rachel

Passover 2018
Friday, March 30: 1st seder (no Shabbat Service
that evening)
Saturday, March 31: 2nd seder
Friday, April 6, 7 pm: Shabbat Service with Yizkor
and Potluck Supper
As each of us begins to plan for our first seder on
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Friday, March 30, please take a moment
to consider participating in our annual
Seder Match-Up.
If you would like to join another
family for the first seder,, or can host another family for
the first seder, please contact Lori in the Temple Office
at (201) 848-1800 or loris1847@barnerttemple.org.

A Wonderful Opportunity

Trip to US Holocaust Memorial
and Museum, Washington, DC
Sunday, April 29, 2018
For:
All temple adults and friends.
Parents and their 7th–12th graders (no children younger than grade 6).
Cost: $50 per person.
With a generous donation from the Elsie and Howard Kahan Memorial Holocaust Fund toward
the bus, participants pay only for food, snacks and tip. We’d be grateful if you choose to make
a donation to the fund.
Details of the day:
We meet at Barnert at 6:30 am for breakfast and board the coach bus at 7. We celebrate
Shabbat on the bus, setting the tone for the day.
Upon our arrival, we have pre-ordered lunch at the museum. We’ll then have the extraordinary
and important opportunity to meet with a survivor, who will share his/her personal story with us.
We spend between 2.5 and 3 hours touring. This will be my sixth visit and I can tell you that
I see it with diﬀerent eyes (and heart) each time.
We’ll stop at a rest-stop for dinner and havdalah. We’ll be back at the temple by approximately 8 pm.
Space is limited. If you would like to attend or have any questions, please call.
Please note that students must attend with a parent.
Sara Losch
201-848-1027
saralosch@barnerttemple.org
Registration form for Barnert Temple Trip to Washington, DC, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Name of participants:
#1: ____________________________________ [ ] adult

[ ] student in grade _______ cell #: _______________

#2: ____________________________________ [ ] adult

[ ] student in grade _______ cell #: _______________

#3: ____________________________________ [ ] adult

[ ] student in grade _______ cell #: _______________

Allergies (list person and allergies): __________________________________________________________________
Lunch order (bag lunches include chips, whole fruit, a fresh-baked cookie, and a canned soda or bottled water):
_____# of sliced turkey breast on kaiser
_____# of albacore tuna salad on kaiser

_____# of egg salad on kaiser
_____# of peanut butter and jelly
_____# of spinach tortilla vegetable wrap

(Names) ______________________________________
(Names) ______________________________________
(Names) ______________________________________
(Names) ______________________________________
(Names) ______________________________________
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Adult Education: Find Your Place!
Shabbat Yoga.
Saturdays, March 3 and
April 7, at 9:30 am.
The physical and the spiritual meet in
exhilaration. Every level of experience
is welcome. Wear comfortable clothes
and bring your mat.

Mussar Class, with
Rabbi Rachel Steiner.
Sundays, March 4 and 11;
April 29, at 9:30 am.
Mussar is a path of Jewish
contemplative practices that has
evolved over the past thousand years,
offering immensely valuable guidance
for the journey of our lives. It directs
us to pay attention to the impact of our inner traits on the
way we live. When we become aware of those that tend
toward an extreme (whether we tend toward patience or
rage, silence or agitation), we become able to focus on
those that need strengthening so that we live with holiness
at our center. During this class, we will learn about the history
and revival of Mussar as a spiritual practice and then begin to
explore our middot, our inner traits, with the goal of living
out the Torah’s central guide for us: You shall be holy.
Making Sense in Confusing Times,
with Rabbi Rachel Steiner.
Tuesdays, March 6, 13, 20 and 27;
April 3, 10, 17 and 24, at 9:15 am.
Judaism offers us invaluable tools
to make sense of what’s happening
in our lives, our community, and our
world. Come together, let’s talk.
Talmud Study.
Thursdays, March 8 and 22;
April 12 and 26,
at 7:30 pm.
Join our modern-day discussion
of the Talmud. Learn how to
shop, talk, and think Jewishly.
Look behind the scenes at the lives of ancient rabbis
and learn from their triumphs and missteps. Most of all,
enter the historic Jewish conversation and discover your
own Jewish soul. Be prepared to think differently as
you engage in the world. As with our Torah classes, no
experience necessary. Check the calendar for dates.
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Torah Study.
Saturdays, March 10 and 24;
April 14 and 28, at 9:30 am.
Enjoy an in-depth and highly
engaging exploration of the
Torah portion of the week. We
begin with breakfast at 9:30 am (participants take turns
providing the food) and discussion at 10 am. Discover
the relevance of Torah as we interpret it and bring it to
life. No experience necessary and new friends are always
welcome! Check the calendar for dates.
Rosh Chodesh.
Saturdays, March 17 and April 21,
at 9:30 am.
Experience the rituals and spirituality
of Rosh Chodesh. We’ll celebrate
and learn together as we share the
joy, wisdom and camaraderie of
women. Come once, come monthly.
Experience Rosh Chodesh at Barnert. Rosh Chodesh
means “head of the month” and marks the beginning of
the new month. For much of history, it has been associated
with women. In recent years, Rosh Chodesh groups have
emerged as powerful opportunities for women to be and
learn together.

Fantastics’ Art Show
Featuring Jackson Pollock!
On January 31, we honored our Pre-K class of artists
with the 15th Annual Art Show! The Jackson Pollockinspired canvas is just a small sampling of the artists
the children played with this month. On the day of the
show, the children became docents for their families
showcasing their work. It was with great pride and joy
to watch these children rise up and show off their art
and knowledge to their families. Excitement was in the
air as parents, grandparents and guests viewed the
colorful and inspiring work.

The Preschool Parents’ Association
Volunteers at CUMAC!
We are so blessed by our ongoing relationship with CUMAC in Paterson.
We support this wonderful organization through ongoing emergency
donations of food, clothing, furniture and money.
On February 14, members of the Barnert Temple Preschool
Parents’ Association went to show their gratitude and love
for CUMAC’s devotion to those who need them most. These
young moms toured the facilities, helped package meals,
and learned why Barnert is so needed. For information on
how you can help out, contact CUMAC.

March-April 2018

Barnert The Magazine

15

16

March-April 2018

Barnert The Magazine

A Mitzvah in the Making: How Mitzvah Mall is Evolving
into a Mitzvah-Plex
By Sue Klein, Mitzvah-Plex Team Lead
Chair, Social Action Education, Inspiration and Action
A mitzvah is a divine commandment, a moral deed
performed with religious duty. There are 613 mitzvot in
the Torah. How can we possibly do them all?
Since its inception 17 years ago, Barnert Temple’s
annual Mitzvah Mall has raised awareness and more than
$320,000 for grassroots organizations close to home and
around the world. Every year, we choose charities that
address mitzvot that resonate with us. Charity representatives
speak with us and engage us in activities that help us
understand their needs and how we can help. Our
community continues to be inspired by, and partner with
many of these charities.
Last year we began addressing grassroots needs
in new, exciting ways. Mitzvah Mall is now a Mitzvah-Plex
with educational, spiritual, fund-raising, and hands-on
project components that reach beyond fund-raising to
cultivate a community of caring that exemplifies chesed
(loving kindness), and provides distinct opportunities for
pursuing tzedek (social justice), and performing gemilut
chasadim (acts of loving kindness) together.
This year we will raise funds and awareness for six
charities — some old friends, some new — in the social
hall, and have four hands-on projects going on throughout
the temple that will benefit local organizations.
There will be spiritual, educational and
inspirational opportunities for everyone all weekend,
March 23–25: a social action-oriented Shabbat service
Friday night with our scholar-in-residence Rabbi Joel
Soffin; a social action-themed Torah study Saturday
morning with Rabbi Soffin and Rabbi Don Rossoff; and
a Saturday-night havdalah service and social action
discussion with Rabbi Rachel Steiner. (See Mitzvah-Plex
weekend schedule, page 19.)

MITZVAH-PLEX
The Mitzvah-Plex Event on Sunday, March 25, from 9 am
to noon, is a LEV study day for all Jewish Journey Project
Barnert Temple (JJPBT) students and their families, and
the Barnert Temple Preschool will have a major presence
as well. And of course, the Men’s Club will be serving
their annual Pancake Breakfast, starting at 8:30 am, with
all proceeds benefitting Mitzvah-Plex charities.
We encourage Barnert Temple members of all
ages to show up, participate, roll up their sleeves and
get to work to help make a difference. Bring friends and
family, too!

Focus on Education, Advocacy, Tzedakah
and Volunteerism
We are asking for:
• Money – Collected during Mitzvah-Plex, the week
before, and the week after.
• Goods – Things a charity needs. (Watch for
information in temple e-blasts and on the Barnert
website and Facebook page.)
• Work – Projects completed during Mitzvah-Plex will
benefit local people in need.
• Ongoing support – Sign up, volunteer, advocate and
educate others.
Deepening Connections: Meet our 2018 Charities
Thanks to all of the Barnert Temple members who
participated in the November 12, 2017, charity-choosing
session, we have a slate of six charities for Mitzvah-Plex
2018 that will truly move us forward on our path of
pursuing mitzvot that deepen connections with individuals,
families and communities in need.
1. Bergen Volunteer Medical Initiative (BVMI)
www.bvmi.org
Mitzvah: Crisis Management - Supporting and
Healing (Somei-ach Noflim v’Rofei Cholim).
BVMI provides free primary and preventive
health care to low-income working adults in Bergen
County who don’t have insurance or the means to
pay for care.
Barnert Chair: Joan Cowlan.
2. Connections
www.goodpeoplefund.org/program/connections
Mitzvah: Youth - Keeping One’s Word (Nedarim).
Connections mentors work with teenagers to
help ensure a positive, confident transition from
a protected foster-care environment into
independent adulthood.
Barnert Chairs: Jan Mason and Debby Birrer.
3. Final Salute
www.finalsaluteinc.org
Mitzvah: Support for Veterans - Not Placing a
Stumbling Block (Lo Titeyn Michshol).
Final Salute provides homeless women Veterans and
their families with safe, suitable housing and helps
them work towards achieving independence.
Women of Barnert Chairs: Leila Nosrati and
Toby Robinson.
(Continued on next page)
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A Mitzvah in the Making (From previous page)
4. HIAS (formerly Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society)
www.hias.org
Mitzvah: Welcoming the Stranger
(Hachnasat Orchim).
HIAS rescues people whose lives are in danger and
protects the most vulnerable refugees by helping
them build new lives and reuniting them with
families in safety and freedom.
BarTY Chairs: Isaac Hart and Livvy Pincus.
5. Music and Memory
www.musicandmemory.org
Mitzvah: Honoring the Elderly (Kibud Zekaynim).
Music and Memory uses digital technology to bring
personalized music into the lives of people with
Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, and other cognitive
and physical challenges. If you have any iPods or
iPod Shuffles you’d like to donate, please bring
them to Mitzvah-Plex.
Barnert Chair: Barbara Kiel.
6. Temple Beth El of Fort Myers
Hurricane Irma Recovery
www.gofundme.com/tbefortmyers
Mitzvah: Disaster Relief - Doing Righteous Acts
(Tzedakah).
The funds we raise will go toward replacing their
commercial freezer and ice maker, which is utilized
by their Preschool, Sisterhood, Religious School,
and Oneg sponsors — virtually every area of their
Temple!
Barnert Chairs: Rich Edelman and Mitch Hausman.
Hands-On Projects: Doing our part to help repair
the world
In his book, Sparks of Mussar, Rabbi Chaim Zaitchik writes:
“The cornerstone of Rabbi Nosson Zvi’s service of God
was chesed (loving-kindness). This, to him, meant being
careful of another’s honor and dignity, helping others,
having one’s heart overflow with love and kindness,
utilizing every opportunity to benefit others. It meant that
older students should learn with younger ones… Above
all, it meant that one should greet his fellow with pleasant
countenance, because it makes the other feel good and
binds people together in friendship.”
Four hands-on Mitzvah-Plex projects designed for all
ages to work on together will directly benefit people in
our community:
1. Make Macaroons with Ilene Kandler
Ilene, our wonderful Barnert Preschool teacher
and an amazing cook, will teach us how to make
macaroons — just in time for Passover! We will
deliver them to a men’s shelter and a local mosque.
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2. Learn to Knit with Patti Cantor
Patti, a longtime Barnert Preschool teacher and
Mitzvah Mall/Mitzvah-Plex volunteer, will show
children and adults how to make simple preemie
hats that will be greatly appreciated by babies and
their families at The Valley Hospital in Ridgewood.
3. Wake up Our Garden
Join Seth Haubenstock and other Barnert Temple
volunteers in the important work of waking up our
community garden, which provides food for us and
for local food banks. We will also dig up horseradish
to purchase, with instructions for preparing the
freshest possible maror for your seder plate.
Donations will benefit the Center for Food Action
in Mahwah.
4. Assemble a Birthday Bag
We are so excited to have our preschoolers and
their families leading a Mitzvah-Plex activity for the
first time. Anyone can join Jodi Fader, Meredith Riss,
and Karen Rein in decorating and assembling bags
filled with cake mix and other festive items to help
children at Hogar Infantil, a preschool in Paterson;
and the Center for Hope and Safety, a shelter for
women and children, celebrate their birthdays.
Preschool-only hour: 10 – 11 am. BarTY babysitting
will be available from 11 am to noon to allow
preschool parents to visit Mitzvah-Plex charities.
Mitzvah-Plex will continue to evolve and transition along
with Barnert Temple to meet the needs of our spiritual
community and those we serve, because serving others
is a mitzvah, an obligation. It’s what we do and we are
always looking for ways to grow.
If you are interested in being part of the
Mitzvah-Plex team, please contact Sue Klein at
sueklein0319@gmail.com. To learn more about other social
action initiatives revolving around food and shelter and
interfaith/intercultural friendships, contact Social Action
Chair Elizabeth Resnick at elizabethresnick1@gmail.com.

Meet some of the team that makes Mitzvah-Plex happen.
Join them to pursue social justice together, March 23 – 25.

MITZVAH-PLEX
Educate. Inspire. Act.

Mitzvah-Plex 2018 – Weekend Schedule
March 23 – 25
Deepening Connections: Individuals, Families, Communities
Mitzvah-Plex, formerly known as Mitzvah Mall, is
addressing grassroots needs in new, exciting ways to
cultivate a culture of caring where everyone can contribute.
We’ll learn about charities tackling urgent
issues, meet social-justice leaders and innovators, work
on projects, raise funds, and find out how to continue
helping people in our community and around the world.
Get ready for a weekend full of opportunities to worship,
learn, discuss, and do acts of loving kindness. Invite
friends and family and experience Mitzvah-Plex together.
Mitzvah-Plex Weekend Schedule of Activities
Educate. Inspire. Act.
Friday, March 23, 8 pm – Shabbat Worship with Social
Action Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Joel Soffin.
Saturday, March 24, 9:30 am – Social Action-themed
Torah Study with Rabbi Soffin and Rabbi Don Rossoff.
Saturday, March 24, 7:15 pm – Havdalah Service with
Rabbi Rachel Steiner.
Sunday, March 25, 8:30 am – noon – Mitzvah-Plex Event
and Men’s Club Pancake Breakfast.
Meet Charities, Donate Tzedakah, Engage in Activities,
Complete Projects, Eat Breakfast
8:30 am – noon – Men’s Club Pancake Breakfast in lobby.
All proceeds will benefit Mitzvah-Plex charities.
9 am – noon – Interact with, and raise funds for six
charities. Social hall.
1. Bergen Volunteer Medical Initiative
www.bvmi.org
Mitzvah: Crisis Management - Supporting and Healing
2. Connections
www.goodpeoplefund.org/program/connections
Mitzvah: Youth - Keeping One’s Word
3. Final Salute
www.finalsaluteinc.org
Mitzvah: Support for Veterans - Not Placing a
Stumbling Block

4. HIAS (formerly Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society)
www.hias.org
Mitzvah: Welcoming the Stranger
5. Music and Memory
www.musicandmemory.org
Mitzvah: Honoring the Elderly
6. Temple Beth El of Fort Myers Hurricane
Irma Recovery
www.gofundme.com/tbefortmyers
Mitzvah: Doing Righteous Acts
9:15 – noon – Hands-On Projects for Everyone in
Multiple Locations
1. Make macaroons with Ilene Kandler
Beneficiaries: A local mosque and a Paterson
men’s shelter.
2. Learn to knit simple preemie hats with Patti Cantor
Beneficiaries: Premature babies at Valley Hospital
in Ridgewood.
3. Wake up our garden/dig up horseradish with
Seth Haubenstock
Beneficiaries: Money from the sale of fresh
horseradish to prepare for Passover, and funds
donated for summer and fall vegetables harvested
from our garden will benefit the Center for Food
Action in Mahwah.
4. Assemble a birthday bag with preschoolers and
their families
Beneficiaries: Preschoolers at Hogar Infantil in
Paterson and the Center for Hope and Safety Shelter
for women and children.
Dedicated preschool-only hour: 10 – 11 am.
BarTY babysitting: 11 am – noon to allow preschool
parents to visit Mitzvah-Plex charity booths.
9:30 – 11 am – Jewish Journeys Project Barnert Temple
LEV Participation starting in sanctuary.
Students in K–6th grade and their families will follow
a schedule that guides them through the Men’s Club
Breakfast, hands-on activities and charity booths.
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BarTY’s Midnight Run
On a Saturday in late January, BarTY members led a
meaningful Midnight Run, our signature social-action
event of the year. We began on a Saturday afternoon at
Barnert, where BarTYites organized and sorted the dozens
of bags of gently used clothes that had been donated
by temple members. Over the next few hours, half the
group sorted clothing into labeled bins to be given out in
the evening, while others prepared sandwiches and warm
drinks to be served to the homeless.
After dinner, we celebrated the end of Shabbat
with a havdalah service, during which Social Action Vice
President Olivia Pincus led a program on the lives of
homeless people living in New York City based on the
best-selling book Humans of New York. We then packed
up our bus and traveled into New York, making stops
across Midtown where we quickly set up our bins and
distributed food and clothing to homeless or home- and
food-insecure adults, many of whom had lined up to wait
for us before we arrived at each stop.
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The night ended when
we donated extra
clothes to a shelter in
Lower Manhattan. The
BarTYites returned to
Barnert around 2 am,
reminded of the
importance of social
action and for helping the stranger. We must know, as it is
transcribed in Exodus 23:9, “the feelings of the stranger,
for [we] were strangers in the land of Egypt.” BarTY’s
participation in Midnight Run ensures that we store in
our collective memory the importance of caring for the
forgotten and engaging in tikkun olam. Midnight Run is
an essential to exposing our BarTY members to the real
difficulties faced by so many around us. BarTY members
know it as a stimulus of creating our own change.
Isaac Hart

A Special Interfaith Gathering
By Rebecca Holland, Social Action Communications Chairperson, and
Elizabeth Resnick, Chairperson of Social Action
“Such a warm place.” “A warm wonderful evening.”
This was the common theme voiced by people who
attended the Shabbat service on the evening of January
12, when Barnert welcomed our Christian and Muslim
friends to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Reverend Chris McCloud delivered the sermon, during
which she spoke about race and privilege, the need to
listen to each other, hear each other’s stories, and be
thoughtful about the language we use.
Reverend McCloud is African-American and a
lesbian, and she spoke about how she knows firsthand
what it’s like to feel invisible and how she herself
often felt literally and figuratively overlooked. It was a
powerful message, spoken from the heart.
The evening was not an interfaith service, as
some of the interfaith/intercultural get-togethers at
Barnert have been. As Rabbi Steiner noted, she likes the
idea of inviting communities to our particular version
of faith and worship, and our attending the services of
other faiths, to understand and respect how we worship
differently. She was struck by the comments of Pastor
Alison Philip, who marveled at the portion of the service
when we recite Kaddish and ask people to stand if they
are mourning a recent passing. Pastor Philip had lost

her father in the past year, and, as she rose, she was so
moved by this tradition.
After the service, everyone gathered around
tables to enjoy the delicious potluck supper everyone
had brought, and
the different dishes
were enjoyed and
recipes exchanged.
We look forward
to future interfaith
get-togethers,
including an event
on April 22 (date
to be confirmed) to
celebrate Earth Day
at the Franklin Lakes
United Methodist
Church with a service
followed by working in their garden.
If you would like to know more or be more
involved please feel free to contact:
Elizabeth Resnick (elizabethresnick1@gmail.com)
Isaac Hart (Isaac.hart35@gmail.com)or
Rebecca Holland (rholland1129@gmail.com)

Barnert Members Business Initiative (BMBI) Kickoff Meeting
Sunday, March 11, at 11 am
Are you:
• an entrepreneur?
Do you:
• own a business?
• work for a business you want others to know about?
• want to discuss business issues and topics?

Contact Felicia Halpert at felicia@bergenit.net if you
have any questions.
Can’t make the meeting but want to join the
mailing list for future events? Let Felicia know!

If so, then join with other members of the Barnert
community to discuss the possibility of forming a
Barnert Members Business Initiative (BMBI).
We’re meeting on Sunday, March 11, at 11am,
at Barnert.
There’s no commitment required; just come
and see if this is something of interest and value to you.
Be part of the discussion to determine next
steps with this group.
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Men’s Club
On February 11, Kurt Rossi, MBA, Certified Financial
Planner and President of Independent Wealth Management,
spoke to the Men’s Club about Redefining Your Financial
Plan. Kurt discussed what retirement looks like today;
roadblocks; tax planning and what tax reform means for
each of us; health care; vocation vs. vacation; and how
should we adjust our plan.
The super-colossal event of the year, the Gourmet
Tasting, occurs on March 10. What a tremendous turnout!
A great time was had by all. As always, our own member,
Arjun Dewan, will donate terrific wines from his company,
The Winebow Group. Brian Morris from Ridgewood
Cheese, is bringing another 20 lbs. of gourmet cheeses.
New this year is a chocolatier from Ramsey with plenty
of samples. Also new is Austin Felas, of Dorset Maple
Reserve, with his barrel-aged specialty maple syrups.
Two new local craft-beer companies are also represented.
There will be a scrumptious buffet dinner, mostly prepared

Men’s Club Gourmet Tasting!
An Evening of
WINE - CHOCOLATE - FOOD - FUN!
Admission $70/person
Official “Tasting” begins at 7 pm
On March 10, Men’s Club will once again host an
amazing evening of FUN. Our own Arjun Dewan
returns with an eclectic selection of wine tastings
from his company The Winebow Group. Also
returning, the Ridgewood Cheese Shop’s Brian
Morris brings another great selection of international
cheeses. We’re excited to introduce a sophisticated
variety of chocolates. We’re introducing Austin
Felas of Dorset Maple Reserve and his barrel-aged
specialty maple syrups. If you’ve never tried a
bourbon-flavored syrup, you’re in for quite a treat.
We continue to offer a selection of craft-beer
companies to provide a wide range of craft-beer
tasting. There will be a scrumptious buffet dinner
as well as desserts, passed hors d’oeuvres and live
jazz music.
Rosé Wine Pre-Class – RSVP Only
We continue our tradition of offering a private
pre-class at 6 pm for the first 50 people to sign up
(free with admission). We had to turn away quite a
few people last year for the Port class. This year’s
class will be on the hottest sensation: Rosé wines.
Smardar Berlingeri, who led last year’s Port tasting,
will be leading this class, which matches Rosé wines
with different foods.
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by Men’s Club members, as well as desserts, passed
hors d’oeuvres and live jazz music. This year’s private
pre-class is on Rosé wines. Thank you to the Gourmet
Tasting Committee: David Shapiro, Rich Brookler, Ron
Levy, Charlie Troyanovski, Bob Males, Michael Kirshner,
Len Diamond and Harvey Feldman.
On March 25, the Men’s Club will don their chef
hats and aprons to cook pancakes, scrambled eggs and
turkey sausage at Mitzvah-Plex. Special thank you to
Charlie Troyanovski and Len Diamond for their help in
coordinating the event.
We are always looking for new ideas for events.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with any
questions. I look forward to meeting you at the events.
Rich Kuller, Men’s Club President
rich.kuller@gmail.com; (201) 615-4989

Networking
Upcoming Meetings
The Temple Community Network is a professional
networking group targeted at helping the job search
and career-development needs of the community. It is
a joint project of Barnert Temple, Temple Beth Rishon,
Temple Beth Or, and Beth Haverim Shir Shalom. Everyone
is welcome at the group’s meetings, including those
searching for a job who are transitioning and those already
in a position. The meetings are designed to be warm,
inclusive and informative. Doors open for networking at
6:30 pm and programming begins at 7 pm.
Mark your calendar for the next Networking Group events
on March 26 and April 23. More details will be featured in
the Weekly Chronicle.
For more information, please contact me at blevin@galaxy.net
or (201) 247- 0864.
Bob Levin
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Save the Date!
Saturday, May 5
7 pm
Good Food, Good Music, Live Entertainment,
and much more!
Have fun with your Barnert Family!
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Free Will 5778
We thank the following Barnert congregants for their generous donation to Free Will and appreciation of what Barnert
Community brings to the American Jewish experience.
If you haven’t yet had an opportunity to make your Free Will donation we would welcome and value your gift.
Karen Abrahams
Bob and Suzanne Acosta
Sue Adleman
Ree Adler
Carol Altschuler
Paul and Enid Avenius
Bill Barnert
Joel and Janet Bauer
Stephen Becker and Margaret Mulhern
Albert and Minnie Benson
Marc Berezin and Michelle Goldberg
Seth and Rachel Bergman
Herb and Ellie Berman
Jay and Marilynn Bernstein
Steven and Patti Bieth
Jack and Louise Birnberg
Jeff and Talie Birnberg
Steven Bliss and Judith Sacks
Michael and Beverly Blum
Peter and Carole Brodie
Rich Brookler and Debbie Ungerleider
Barry and Jodi Brover
Mike and Margie Buckweitz
Michael and Patti Cantor
Margaret Caruvana
Andrew and Jenn Charles
Dao Chung and Janet Millstein
Audrey Cohen
Adam and Megan Cohen
Jay and Susan Cohen
David Cohen and Sandra Novak Cohen
Joel and Chris Cooperman
Selwyn and Carin Cooperman
Joan Cowlan
Claire Cupo
Greg and Sheri Cutler
Raymond Danziger and
Ann Geller Danziger
Len Diamond and Kathy Hecht
Jeff and Lisa Dugal
Camelia Eckstein
Richard and Vicki Edelman
Jill Edelson
Stephen and Amy Elman
Jon and Jodi Fader
Harvey Feldman and Toby Tider
Suzanne Feldman-Levy
Tom and Marian Filan
Janet Finke
Scott Fintzy and Cathy Courtney
Jim and Nancy Flaum
Dawn Frankl

Shirley Shacknai Freedman
Todd and Karen Galinko
Nancy Lieblich Garson and
Thomas Garson
Barnert General Account
Jeff and Karen Gerstel
Jerry and Marion Gimpel
Robert Gonzalez and
Robin Segal-Gonzalez
Nancy Good
Charlie and Julie Good
Rick Greenberg and Debbie Zlotowitz
Ruth Greenberg
Peter and Reggie Gross
Matt Grossman and
Kathy Frisch-Grossman
Miki Gurman
Bob Gutenstein
Judy Halle
Scott and Pam Harper
Neil and Karen Hart
Joel Hasbrouck and Lisa Summers
Nelson and Carolyn Hasson
Seth and Lisa Haubenstock
Barbara Haubenstock
Mitch and Trish Hausman
Jane Heffner
Kenneth and Benita Herman
Jeff and Pam Himeles
Mark and Jamie Hoff
Peter and Roberta Hong
Seymour and Norma Hurwitz
Les and Kati Ivany
Jeff and Julie Kagan
Steven and Ilene Kandler
Andy and Anne Kanter
Howard Kaplan and
Ami Solomon-Kaplan
Mike and Diane Kaplan
Rise Kaufmann
Robert and Frances Kaufmann
Barry and Barbara Kessler
Steve and Barbara Kiel
Rolf and Sue Klein
Leonard Kliff
Mitchell and Jacqueline Knapp
Tedd and Randi Kochman
William and Catherine Krame
Jon and Marianne Krantz
Marty and Rita Kron
Brenda Kulick and Jay Gettinger
Rich and Susan Kuller

Bob and Pamela Kwartler
Brian and Beth LaForgia
Ira and Stephanie Lakritz
Richard and Faye Lazaroff
Howard and Arlene Lemelson
Joe and Eileen Leone
Lou and Paulyne Lever
Bob Levin and Susan Goodstadt-Levin
Laurence and Ronnie Levine
Karen Levine
Jerome and Barbara Levy
Barton and Audrey Lidsky
Alan Lieber and Alice Heffner
Gene and Joan Lipkowitz
Wilbert and Audrey Lissak
Theodore and Janet Lobsenz
Gary and Liz Louizides
Doris Lowen
Brett and Rikki Lowy
Ron and Florette Lynn
Larry Maier
Bob and Myndee Males
Wally and Eileen Manheimer
Rick and Michele Marker
Peter and Jennifer Martin
Jan Mason
Dan and Mindy Mason
Robert May
Rebecca McKinnon
Drew McKinnon
Faina Menzul
Bob and Roberta Meyers
Rob and Amy Miller
Helen Milstein
Lee and Jamie Minsk
Justin and Cheryl Moss
Arthur and Rami Nalven
Richard and Susan Nashel
Charles and Barbara Norwalk
Jacques Ohayon
Todd and Jill Orlich
Jackie Packman
Lanny Paykin and Laurie Hamilton
Bob and Ronnie Powers
Bob and Lenni Puritz
Joel and Janie Rakow
Ellen Rappaport
Phil and Dawn Ratushewitz
Arnie and Sherie Reiter
Larry and Elizabeth Resnick
Daniel and Loretta Reutlinger
(Continued on next page)
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Free Will 5778 (From previous page)
Glenn Richard and Deborah Goodkin
Costa Rodis and Felicia Halpert
Mark and Donna Rosen
Kenneth Rosenthal
Rabbi Don and Fran Rossoff
Jonathan and Marla Sacks
Barbara Sacks
Peter Safirstein and Ruth Susnick
Aviva Sanders
Jennifer Low Sauer
Barton Schack and
Susan Esserman-Schack
Larry and Marcia Schneiderman
Elissa Schreiner
Mireille Schuck
Tadd and Sandra Schwab
Cipora Schwartz
Timothy Schwartz
Mark and Randi Seffinger

Charles and Robin Shafran
Paul and Ann Shansky
Neil Share and Jennifer Share
Charles and Beth Shulman
Andrew and Elissa Silverman
Larry Silverman
Joseph and Ellen Silverman
Larry and Diane Sobin
Craig Solomon and Stacey Rappaport
Richard Sommer and
Amy Karig Sommer
Alan and Jodi Spen
Joel and Carole Steiger
Daniel and Rachel Steiner
Allan and Marissa Storinge
David and Diane Strauss
Peter and Saralea Strock
Ken and Lynn Sylvan
Lucille Tandlich

Florrie Teich
Peter and Debbie Till
Charlie Troyanovski and Susan Toron
Joe and Beth Valenti
David and Susan Viniar
Peter and Alison von Halle
Alan and Stephanie Wasserstrum
Roy and Brynne Weber
Don and Helaine Weinstein
Gail White
Jeff and Susan Wild
John Williams
Jordan and Morgan Wishnew
George and Ilene Wolff
Morris and Gail Yamner
Robert and Roberta Yeshion
Craig and Felice Yeshion

Your Tzedakah Money At Work
Tzedakah. It’s what we do at Barnert Temple. Every dollar
collected in a can during a class, at a meeting, or as part
of a Men’s Club or Women of
Barnert program adds up to make
a difference in the lives of the
people we support. Social Action
alone collected more than $770 in
2016–2017. During the fall Social Action kick-off meeting,
participants voted to distribute those funds to three
grassroots organizations:
• CUMAC – A longtime Paterson partner and two-time
Mitzvah Mall/Mitzvah-Plex beneficiary that works
tirelessly to feed people and change lives.

• Roots + Wings – A two-time Mitzvah Mall/MitzvahPlex beneficiary that provides young adults who age
out of the foster-care system in New Jersey with safe
housing, educational support, counseling, and life
skills in order to become self-sufficient.
• San Juan Jewish Community Center – Funds
distributed through longtime Barnert partner and
Mitzvah Mall beneficiary, The Good People Fund,
helped people in Loíza, a small town on Puerto Rico’s
northeastern coast devastated by Hurricane María,
recover from the storm’s aftermath.
How much will we be able to contribute next fall?

This email was received from Mark Dinglasan, Executive Director of CUMAC.
Dear Sue,
Happy holidays! I hope my email finds you well.
I wanted to thank you for the Tzedakah money that
CUMAC received. We’re so grateful to have such a
growing and inspiring relationship with Barnert Temple,
thank you for the support.
In case you needed it, here’s the link to the
video from our gala that you can show to friends and
family: http://bit.ly/beapartofusvid
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Best,
Mark Dinglasan
Executive Director
CUMAC: Feeding People and Changing Lives
www.cumac.org
Visit CUMAC on Facebook and Twitter
Phone: (973) 742-5518 ext. 12
Fax: (973) 742-8115
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It’s a Gift! It’s Spending Money!
Everyone Loves Them!

Support Women of Barnert!
Vision and Mission Statement
The Barnert Temple
Congregation B’nai Jeshurun
Franklin Lakes, NJ
Welcome to the Barnert Temple.
This is our Vision and Mission.
We present these ideals as a declaration of
our purpose, to guide our priorities
and decisions, and to measure
the progress of our work together.

Our Vision
We are a welcoming Reform Jewish community,
connected by the realization that we are
part of something larger than ourselves,
continually striving to excel at opening doors
for ethical and spiritual growth.
Our Mission
The mission of the Barnert Temple
is to be a sacred community, a kehillah kedoshah,
committed to offering Reform Jewish experiences
that are relevant, accessible and meaningful,
wherein people of all ages and backgrounds
are appreciated and valued, engaged and inspired.
Our Core Values
The people of the Barnert Temple are guided
by these core values:
• Mutual respect for one another, Derech Eretz
• A partnership of members, leaders, staff and
clergy, Brit Shleimut
• Love of the Jewish people and the
State of Israel, Klal Yisrael
• Repair of our world, Tikkun Olam
• Questioning and seeking insight,
Rodef Chochmah

Always the right size, always the
right color! Gift cards are always
the perfect gift!
Gift cards are the perfect gift for grab
bags, babysitters, teachers, bus drivers,
mail carriers, hair & nail professionals,
cleaning services, and long distance gifts.
Most cards can be used online.
Support Women of Barnert by purchasing
gift cards in the following denominations:
Amazon.com ........................................................................................ $25
AMC Movies ......................................................................................... $25
Barnes & Noble .................................................................................. $25
Bed Bath & Beyond ......................................................................... $25
Bonefish/Outback/Carrabba’s ......................................................... $25
BP Gas Cards ....................................................................................... $50
Chili’s/Macaroni Grill/
On The Border/Maggiano’s ...................................................... $25
Crate & Barrel ..................................................................................... $25
CVS ......................................................................................................... $25
Dick’s Sporting Goods .......................................................................... $25
Dunkin’ Donuts/Baskin-Robbins ........................................................ $10
Gap/Banana Republic/Old Navy ...................................................... $25
Gulf Gas Cards .................................................................................... $25
Lowe’s ................................................................................................... $25
Macy’s .................................................................................................... $25
Panera Bread ........................................................................................ $10
Shell Gas Cards .................................................................................... $25
ShopRite .................................................................................. $25 & $100
Staples ................................................................................................... $25
Starbucks ........................,,..................................................................... $25
Stop & Shop ............................................................................. $25 & $100
Subway .................................................................................................... $10
Target ..................................................................................................... $25
Toys R Us/Babies R Us ....................................................................... $25
Walmart .................................................................................... $25 & $100
Wendy’s .................................................................................................. $10
Whole Foods .......................................................................................... $25
Zappos .................................................................................................... $25

Checks made out to Barnert Temple Sisterhood or we
accept cash. To order, contact Amy Lynn at (201) 891-3993 or
amymlynn@optonline.net.
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August-September 2017 Donations
Associate Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Memory of
Carole and Peter Brodie
Annabel Brodie
Benita and Ken Herman
Sarah Saievetz
Ronnie Kauder and
Paul Chalmers
Samuel Kauder
Les Chalmers
Elise and Alan Tell
Aaron Tell
Beth and Joe Valenti
Joseph Valenti
In Honor of
Clara’s Bat Mitzvah

Karen and Neil Hart

Mt. Nebo Cemetery Beautification Fund
In Memory of
Eckstein Family
Frank Eckstein
Oneg Shabbat Fund
Rappaport-Solomon family
Debra and Peter Till

In Memory of
Lawrence Solomon
Alice Till

In Honor of
Matthew’s Bar Mitzvah
Rebecca and David Miller
Silvia and Michael Zicherman Kyle’s Bar Mitzvah

In Honor of Rabbi Steiner
Amy and Stephen Elman
Edith Katzourin
Bob and Pamela Kwartler

Prayer Book Fund

In Honor of Rabbi Steiner Becoming Senior Rabbi
Ruth Greenberg
Susan and Richard Nashel
Gail and Morris Yamner

Pulpit Flower Fund

Barnert Temple Endowment Fund
In Memory of
Janet and Ted Lobsenz
Philip and Minnie Dimond
Albert and Becky Slater
Meyer Lobsenz
Ruth Slater

Rappaport-Solomon family
Debra and Peter Till

David Nalven Memorial Youth Education Fund
In Memory of
Laurie and Lawrence Chalfin Elaine Tindell

Rabbi Martin Freedman URJ Camp Scholarship Fund
In Memory of
Shirley Shacknai Freedman Sondra Ross
Cipora Schwartz
Zvi Odentz

Benjamin-Howard Family
Lenni and Robert Puritz

Jed Haubenstock BarTY Fund
In Memory of
Arlene and Howard Lemelson Ida Lemelson
Kathie F. Williams’ TAG Scholarship Challenge
In Memory of
Janet and Joel Bauer
Warren and Bernice Bauer
Gail White
Bertram I. Cohen

Reggie and Peter Gross
Fran and Bob Kaufmann

In Memory of
Leon Howard
Joseph Dorfman

In Memory of
Meyer Gross
Peggy Kaufmann
Bert Weiil
Lawrence Solomon
Alice Till

In Honor of
Matthew’s Bar Mitzvah
Rebecca and David Miller
Silvia and Michael Zicherman Kyle’s Bar Mitzvah

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Memory of
Ree Adler
Gilbert Dorfman
Beverly and Michael Blum
Matthew Adam Taylor
Carin and Selwyn Cooperman Edith Cooperman
Pam and Scott Harper
Jean and Marvin Solvith
Barbara and Steven Kiel
Monroe Lauber
Cindy and Steven Zage
Leslie Kaplan

Lifelong Learning Fund
Ronald Mark Berman
Joan Cowlan
Benita and Ken Herman
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In Memory of
Mildred Shebar Berman
Sylvia Cohen
Samuel Temkin
Abraham Saievetz
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Social Action Fund
Ree Adler
Carol and Sam Cassell

In Memory of
Joseph Dorfman
Frances Margaretten
Marvin Cassell
(Continued on next page)

Donations

(From previous page)

Jill Edelson
Fran and Bob Kaufmann
Susan and Richard Nashel

Burton and Betty Edelson
Kenneth Edelson
James Gendimenico
Beatrice Nashel

Women of Barnert
Barbara Sacks

In Memory of
Terry Kaplan

Tree of Life
Cipora Schwartz

In Honor of
Rabbi Rachel Steiner

WOMEN’S SEDER
Monday, March 19, 7 pm
This is always a special event for the women
in our community as we gather to celebrate
our individual and collective voices — in
history and today. This is truly a unique time
for women to gather together to celebrate
our collective voices.
The seder is open to all Barnert
women (including girls in 6th grade and up).
Stay tuned for details regarding the evening,
but be sure to mark your calendars today!!

Yahrzeit Fund
Susan Adleman
Judi and Gary Farber
Gayle and Mel Gerstein
Ruth Greenberg
Barbara and Allan Peller
Dorothy and Harvey Starr

Joyce Unger

In Memory of
Jason Adleman
Irving Klein
Alan Goldberg
May D. Gerstein
Lena Gabin
Stanley Blake
Nathan L. Peller
Elsie Schwartz
Nathan Schwartz
Jacob Starr
Miriam Miliband
Helen L. Mayer

We Welcome These New Friends!
Marilyn and Arnold Fish, residing in Wanaque
Noa Ledany-Cohen, Binyamin, Daniel, Dori, Liam,
and Lena Cohen, residing in Fair Lawn
Julie, Evan, and Maddigan Wolff,
residing in Franklin Lakes

Book Club
For our March Book Club, we
are reading Pachinko by
Min Jin Lee.

Military Casualty Names
December 2017–January 2018
U.S. Military killed in Iraq:
Spc. Avadon A. Chaves
Spc. Javion Shavonte Sullivan
Total U.S. casualties in Iraq to date: 4,501
U.S. Military killed in Afghanistan:
Staff Sgt. David Thomas Brabander
Sgt. 1st Class Mihail Golin
Total U.S. casualties in Afghanistan to date: 2,412

For date and time, please
call Benita Herman at
(201) 891-2509.
All Temple members are
welcome.
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Congregation B’nai Jeshurun

Nathan Barnert Memorial Temple
747 Route 208 South, Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417
www.barnerttemple.org

Rabbi Don Rossoff
rabbidonrossoff@barnerttemple.org
Rabbi Rachel Steiner
rabbisteiner@barnerttemple.org
Vicky Farhi, Executive Director ........................ (201) 848-1800
vfarhi@barnerttemple.org
Sara Losch, Director of Lifelong Learning ........ (201) 848-1027
welvkds@barnerttemple.org
Preschool and Religious School Office ............. (201) 848-1027
schooloffice@barnerttemple.org
Mt. Nebo Cemetery ......................................... (973) 373-0144
Sanford B. Epstein Inc.

Mark Your Calendars
Thursday, March 1
PURIM

Monday, March 19
Women of Barnert Seder 7 pm

Friday, March 2
Shabbat service and
potluck supper

Sunday, March 25
Mitzvah-Plex and
pancake breakfast

7 pm

Sunday, March 4
Preschool Purim Carnival 4 pm
Saturday, March 10
Men’s Club Gourmet Tasting
7 pm
Sunday, March 11
Daylight Saving Time begins
Friday, March 16
Tot Shabbat and pizza dinner
5 pm

Friday, March 30
PASSOVER BEGINS
Preschool dismissal
Office closes
1st seder
No Shabbat service
Saturday, March 31
PASSOVER
2nd seder

9 am

Friday, April 6
7th Day PASSOVER
No preschool
Office closed
Shabbat service with yizkor
and potluck supper
7 pm
Wednesday, April 11
Yom HaShoah service

12:30 pm
1 pm

Thursday, April 12
YOM HASHOAH
Friday, April 20
Tot Shabbat and pizza dinner
5 pm
Friday, April 27
Shabbat service led by
Women of Barnert and
Men’s Club
8 pm

