
 
 

BARNERT TEMPLE COVID-19 FAQs 
Updated June 24, 2022 
 
The Barnert Temple COVID-19 Task Force (CTF) is comprised of 12 Barnert Temple members, 
in addition to Rabbi Steiner, Nan Sumner, Director of Early Childhood Education, and Jennifer 
Katz-Goldstein, Director Jewish Journey Project, who meet weekly to discuss, evaluate, and 
define or modify policies and guidelines related to COVID-19, Barnert Temple’s operations, and 
visitation and access to Barnert Temple’s building and grounds. The members of our CTF 
represent a range of Barnert constituencies and possess a range of professional skills and 
backgrounds, including medical, public health, and legal. The primary goal of the CTF is to 
protect the health and safety of our staff, community, and all who visit our campus while trying 
to maintain our ability to gather, worship, and connect in person. 
 
There are various documents maintained by the CTF which detail the procedures and 
protocols Barnert has in place to achieve this goal. The information below answers some of 
the frequently asked questions related to COVID-19 policies and guidelines at Barnert and 
includes important information you should know before coming to Barnert’s campus. 
 
 
Do I Need to be Vaccinated to Come to Barnert? 

 
If you are 16 years of age or older, you are expected to be fully 
vaccinated to come to Barnert’s campus (i.e., 2 doses of Pfizer/Moderna, single dose 
J&J). This policy applies to anyone coming to our campus, including guests for B-
Mitzvahs. 

 
 
I’m a Preschool/JJP Parent. Do I have to show proof of vaccination (POV)? 



 
Preschool and JJP parents have received specific information from the school about 
submitting proof of vaccination (POV) to facilitate drop off/pick up procedures and 
school-related programs. If you have not yet submitted your POV to the school, 
please contact the school office to submit your POV. 

 
 
Do I Need to Wear a Mask at Barnert? 

Inside Our Building 
Anyone attending services who is 2 years old or older must be masked while at the 
service, regardless of vaccination status. Masks are now optional for outdoor services 
and for Onegs. Students and campers should check the school and camp policies. 

 
Outside, on Our Grounds 
Masking is optional outside. However, if you are waiting for the results of a COVID-19 
test or you were in close-contact exposure to someone with COVID-19, even if you are 
fully vaccinated or asymptomatic, you must wear a mask while on our grounds. (see 
the COVID-19 protocol page). 
 
Recommended Types of Masks 
Beginning Jan. 2022 and in response to the Omicron variant, the CDC now recommends 
against single-layer masks and masks that do not have a proper leak-free fit over your 
nose and mouth. For optimal protection, you should wear an N95 or KN95 mask. If 
you are using a cloth mask, the CDC recommends wearing a disposable mask 
underneath (double masking). 

 

 

What if I Recently Traveled Internationally or Domestically Outside of 
NJ/NY/PA/DE? 

The protocols for those who have traveled internationally or who have traveled outside 
NJ/NY/PA/DE depend on whether you are up-to-date with your vaccinations. Up-to-date 
means you have received all recommended COVID-19 vaccines, including any booster 
dose(s) when eligible. 

 
If you are UP-TO-DATE: 

 
• You do not need to quarantine after travel. 

• You should take a PCR or rapid test 3-5 days after returning. 

• If symptoms develop, get tested and isolate. 



 
If you TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 WITHIN THE PAST 90 DAYS: 
 
• You do not need to quarantine after travel. 

• Consult with your physician before testing. A rapid test may be recommended as 
PCR tests may be positive for 90 days from original infection. 

 
If you are NOT UP-TO-DATE or are UNVACCINATED: 

 
Option 1: 

 
• PCR or rapid test 3-5 days after returning to NJ, and quarantine for 5 days.  You 

can return to Barnert on day 6. 

 
Option 2: 

 
• Don’t test, and quarantine for 10 days after returning.  You can return to 

Barnert on day 11. 

 
*Students and campers should check the school and camp policies. 

 
What is a “Close-Contact Exposure?” 

According to the CDC: 
In general, close contact is defined as being less than 6 feet away from an 
infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour 
period. 
 
Exception for children in K-12 Classrooms: if both the infected and the exposed 
child are properly masked AND they were at least 3-6 feet apart, the exposure is 
NOT considered close contact. 

 
 
What if I Have Had a Close-Contact Exposure to Someone with or Suspected 
of Having COVID-19? 

 
If you are UP-TO-DATE: 

 
• You are not required to quarantine. 



• Wear a mask around others for 10 days. 

• Test immediately.  If negative, PCR or rapid test again 5-7 days after exposure date.   

• If you develop symptoms, get tested and stay home until you get your results.  If 
test is positive, refer to isolation guidelines. 

If you are NOT UP-TO-DATE/UNVACCINATED: 

Option 1: 

• Quarantine for 7 days and wear a mask around others. 

• Test immediately.  If negative, take a PCR test on day 5-7 OR a rapid test on 
day 7.  If you test negative, you can return on day 8.  You must still wear a 
mask around others indoors or outdoors for the full 10 days. 

• If you develop symptoms, get tested and stay home until you get your 
results.  If test is positive, refer to isolation guidelines. 

Option 2: 

• Don’t test and quarantine for 10 days.  You can return on day 11. 

If you TESTED POSITVE FOR COVID-19 WITHIN THE PAST 90 DAYS: 

• You are not required to quarantine. 

• Wear a mask around others for 10 days. 

• If you develop symptoms, contact your/your child’s doctor.  A rapid test 
may be recommended as PCR test may be positive for 90 days from original 
infection, even if you do not have an active infection. 

 
What if I Test Positive for COVID-19? 

If you are SYMPTOMATIC: 
 

• Isolate for 10 days starting from the positive test date OR date when 
symptoms began (whichever was first).  Return on day 11. 

 

If you are ASYMPTOMATIC (not experiencing symptoms): 
 

• Isolate for 10 days from the positive test date.  Return on day 11. 
 
What if I Begin Experiencing Symptoms on the List Below? 



• Fever (temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher) 
• Chills 
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose (not associated with allergies) 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Diarrhea 

 
If you are experiencing any of the signs or symptoms listed above, you can come 
to Barnert’s campus IF: 

 
1. You have received a negative PCR or rapid test since the onset of your symptoms, 

and 

2. You have remained fever-free for 48 hours, and 

3. You have remained symptom free for 48 hours.* 
 
*Note: If you are still experiencing fatigue or loss of taste/smell, you can come to 
Barnert’s campus as long as you aren’t experiencing other symptoms on the list 
and you meet the criteria in bullets 1 and 2 above. 

 

 
Should I Complete a COVID-19 Screening Questionnaire Every Time I (or 
my child) Come to Barnert? 

 

No. We will no longer be using the COVID Screening Questionnaire. We do ask that you 
not come to Barnert if you are experiencing symptoms of any communicable illness 
(COVID-19 or otherwise). We also ask that look at our COVID protocols for the most 
current guidelines on when it's safe to come to our campus, along with testing 
recommendations after exposure, travel, etc.   
 
 

What if Someone at Barnert Tests Positive for COVID-19? 

We gather attendance information for all in-person programs at Barnert, from school 
attendance to Shabbat worship and B-Mitzvahs. 



 
If someone who has come to our campus notifies us that they have tested positive 
for COVID-19, we will use attendance and check-in data to contact anyone who may 
be impacted. There may also be times when we send a notice to the entire 
congregation. 

 
 
Who Do I Contact if I Test Positive for COVID-19 and Have Been to 
Barnert’s Campus? 

Notifying people with whom you have had contact is an important step in 
protecting others and limiting the spread of COVID-19. 

 
If you have been on Barnert’s campus and later test positive for COVID-19, please 
notify our office at (201) 848-1800. If you are concerned about confidentiality, you 
can also notify our Rabbi, Rachel Steiner, directly at rabbisteiner@barnerttemple.org 
or call the office and ask to be connected to the Rabbi’s direct line. 

 
What Else is Barnert Doing to Keep People Safe While on Barnert’s Campus? 

In addition to masking and vaccination policies, Barnert has implemented a range of 
new cleaning protocols following CDC guidance and improvements to our ventilation 
system to help protect all who come to our campus.  

 
 
Is Barnert Serving Food or Having Onegs? 

 
We have brough back Onegs, both outside and indoors, for anyone who is comfortable 
unmasking to eat and socialize. Certainly, anyone who is not comfortable with this is 
welcome to remain masked and socialize or distance to eat or drink. 

 
 
What if I Need to Stop by Barnert? 

 
If you are coming to the building, you should review our COVID protocols to make sure 
it’s okay to come to the building. 
 
Remember, it is expected that anyone 16 years or older be fully vaccinated to come to 
our campus.  

 
 



Planning Onsite/In-Person Programs 

If you are a lay leader at Barnert Temple, note that all in-person programming must be 
approved by the COVID-19 Task Force. Please submit your plans to the CTF chair so the 
plans can be reviewed at the weekly CTF meeting, held each Monday. 


