
 
 

 

Meet the Gage Lai's 

 

Shanna Gage Lai enjoys celebrating all things Jewish and looks forward to forming friendships 

with other Jewish families on the island. 

Shanna, Founder/Principal at Everest International, Inc, a real estate acquisition, investment, and 

management firm, is the mother of two children Taylor and Richard. Shanna has resided between 

the San Francisco Bay Area and Kapalua, Maui, for the past 18 years, with a stint living in 

London while attending Business School and playing equestrian polo in the United Kingdom. 

Shanna is currently pursuing a Master of Science in Negotiation and Conflict Resolution degree 

at Columbia University in the City of New York.  She is delighted to have the opportunity to 

work and study remotely with her children from their beautiful home in Kapalua.  

 

In his second year learning Hebrew, Richard, age 12, possesses a natural affinity for foreign 

languages. He enjoys studying comparative religion, as well as the Spanish and Hebrew 

languages. For fun, he spends his free time snorkeling, hiking, and capturing beautiful images 

through photography. Richard attends a Jewish Day School located in the Bay Area, which 

allows for online remote learning. He is a self-taught, aspiring chef. His passion for cooking 

started a few years ago while living in London and traveling throughout Europe. Richard's 

favorite pastime is learning how to cook the local cuisine while traveling. He looks forward to 

hosting a Hawaiian style Shabbat dinner for friends here in Maui.  

 

 Taylor is taking a gap year before starting Uni in the fall. She is currently an intern in the real 

estate industry. Taylor is passionate about breeding Arabian horses; this passion has taken her to 

the Middle East, making connections with some of the world's top Arabian horse breeders in 

Isreal and the United Arab Emirates. Taylor spends her time and caring for her mare, a 10x 

National Champion, and her Arabian filly, Dior, which she bred. Taylor, a co-founder of the Bay 

Area Equine Vet Camp, LLC, is a key leader and mentor of the program. In 2012 she co-founded 

the 501c3 nonprofit organization Bay Area Equestrian Club, whose mission is to provide 

underprivileged youth with access to horses and education in the field of veterinary medicine.  

 

 As a competitive horse rider, she has dedicated countless hours to the sport. Thus far, her most 

significant achievement has been winning the Arabian Horse Association's Canadian National 

Championship title in the 18 years and under rider division. As a result of her involvement in the 

horse community, Taylor has been classified as an Elite rider by the Arabian Horse Association 

due to collecting 70 national points in the hunter rider division.  

 

In addition to Taylor's notable accomplishments as a young entrepreneur and equestrian, she is 

also a successful flutist. She has been a musician for fifteen years and has experimented with 



playing the piano, harp, singing, piccolo, native American flute, and C flute. Taylor has played 

the standard concert flute for over nine years. Furthermore, she was a selected participant in the 

Honors Performance Series band group that performed at Carnegie Hall in New York City. She 

also auditioned for the Honors Performance Series, Sydney Opera House, and was accepted to 

perform as a solo flutist. 

 

Shanna, Taylor, and Richard, thank you all for the warm welcome to The Jewish Congregation 

of Maui, and wish you all Happy Holidays filled with excellent health, happiness, and prosperity 

in the year to come. They look forward to becoming more involved with Maui's Jewish 

community and welcome you all to reach out and connect via social media (Facebook) or 

email TheGageCollection@gmail.com.  

 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Shanna Gage Lai 
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