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Exodus 13:17-18
It came to pass when Pharaoh let the people go, that God did not lead them [by] way of the land
of the Philistines for it was near, because God said, Lest the people reconsider when they see war
and return to Egypt. So God led the people around [by] way of the desert [to] the Red Sea, and
the children of Israel were armed when they went up out of Egypt.

Rashi Ex. 13:17 s.v. Lest…reconsider:
They will have second thoughts about the fact that they left Egypt and they will think about
returning.

Midrash Numbers Rabbah 14:1 - Covenant between Abraham and the Philistines
From where do we learn that they were not to conquer the land of the Philistines? Because it is
written “The Eternal did not lead them [by] way of the land of the Philistines for it was near…”
(Ex. 12:17) The oath which Abraham swore to Avimelech was still near in time, “And now,
swear to me here by the Eternal, that you will not lie to me or to my son or to my grandson…”
(Gen. 21:23) His grandson was still alive. In the future the Holy One will permit Israel to
overcome them.

Babylonian Talmud Eruvin 53b
One time I was walking along the path, and I saw a young boy sitting at the crossroads. And I
said to him: On which path shall we walk in order to get to the city? He said to me: This path is
short and long, and that path is long and short. I walked on the path that was short and long.
When I approached the city I found that gardens and orchards surrounded it, and I did not know
the trails leading through them to the city. I went back and met the young boy again and said to
him: My son, didn’t you tell me that this way is short? He said to me: And didn’t I tell you that it
is also long? I kissed him on his head and said to him: Happy are you, O Israel, for you are all
exceedingly wise, from your old to your young.
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Exodus 16:11
ָהֵעָדה ַוּיִַּגידּו ְלמֶֹׁשה׃ְׁשנֵי ָהעֶֹמר ָלֶאָחד ַוּיָבֹאּו ׇּכל־נְִׂשיֵאיֶלֶחם ִמְׁשנֶהַויְִהי  ַּבּיֹום ַהִּׁשִּׁשי ָלְקטּו

On the sixth day they gathered double the amount of food, two omers for each; and when all
the chieftains of the community came and told Moses.

The Hebrew term for “double the amount of food” occurs in the Bible only here. The verse is the
source for the Jewish custom of having two loaves of bread on the table when reciting Kiddush
to inaugurate the main meals of Shabbat and festivals.

There is a Jewish custom to feed wild birds on this Shabbat in recognition of their help to Moses
in the desert.

After Moses said that no Manna would fall on Shabbat, Datan and Aviram tried to trick the
people into thinking that Manna had fallen on Shabbat day by scattering some on the ground at
sunrise.

Birds came and ate up all the Manna that they had spread before the people woke up. Had the
people seen even a small amount of Manna on Shabbat after Moses had said that it wouldn’t fall
might have caused a tremendous amount of confusion which could lead to a rebellion against
Moses. Thus, once a year we show appreciation to the birds by feeding them bread.

Birds naturally eat. By eating all the Manna they didn’t do anything that goes against their
nature. In fact, they did not even know that they were doing a great kindness, they just saw
Manna and ate it. Why then do we reward them yearly?

It is true that birds eat, and eating the Manna was not an act against their nature. However,
because the eating of the Manna was favorable for us, we need to be grateful for it. Being
grateful is not dependent on what drove the benefactor to do the act; rather it is for the one
receiving the kindness to show appreciation regardless of the intentions of the giver.
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