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The Future of Diaspora Judaism
A Text Based Lesson with Rabbi Raanan Mallek

Deut. 4:27-28
The Eternal will scatter you among the peoples, and only a scant few of you shall
be left among the nations to which the Eternal will drive you. There you will serve
man-made gods of wood and stone, that cannot see or hear or eat or smell.

Isaiah 42:6
I, the Eternal, have called unto you in righteousness, and have taken hold of your
hand, and submitted you as the people's covenant, as a light unto the nations.

Radak - Rabbi David Kimhi (1160-1235)
A Covenant with the Nation: To sustain the existence of all the nations because
through you, the world is continuing to exist. The idea of a covenant is a pact that
sustains an existence, and so the brit itself will be a light unto the nations like it
says: "The nations will go by your light". The light is the Torah that goes out of
Zion. Israel will sustain the nations of the world through two ways: One is that
there will be peace amongst all the nations because of the Jewish people. Referring
to the Messiah, it says "he will speak words of peace to the nations, and he will
rebuke many nations, and their swords will be beaten into plowshares." The second
reason is that because of the Jewish people, the other nations will keep the seven
Noahide laws and they will go in a good path, like it says: And He will teach us
His ways and we shall walk in His paths"

So Judaism is by design meant to be a universalist diasporic religion (cf.
Hermann Cohen).

“At the same time, because for Cohen Judaism ultimately aims at an ethical ideal
that includes all humanity, he rejected the nationalism he saw in non-liberal forms
of Judaism and was a vocal critic of Zionism. In a public exchange with Martin
Buber, Cohen argued that Jews had an obligation to remain in their countries of
birth, so that their religious communities could serve as exemplars for the rest of
humanity of communities unified by ethical laws. He died in 1918, before the
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increasing virulence of antisemitism in Germany could make him reconsider this
argument.”

Isaiah 49:6
And [the Eternal] said, "It is too light for you to be My servant, to establish the
tribes of Jacob and to bring back the besieged of Israel, but I will make you a light
of nations, so that My salvation shall be until the end of the earth."

Rabbi David Wolpe
Upon his return from Thailand on a volunteer service trip with American Jewish World Service
We don't sufficiently think about the fact that because the idea is that you're
supposed to be a light to the nations, that you can't do it if you never do anything
among the nations. If you only have your light on at home, nobody else sees it.
Nowhere in any Jewish scripture that I'm aware of will you see, 'Jews must only
help other Jews.' It doesn't exist. Some Jews will tell you that, but Judaism doesn't
tell you that.

Jeremiah 29:4-7
Thus said the Eternal of Hosts, the God of Israel, to the whole community which I
exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them, plant gardens
and eat their fruit. Take wives and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for
your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and
daughters. Multiply there, do not decrease. And seek the welfare of the city to
which I have exiled you and pray to the LORD in its behalf; for in its prosperity
you shall prosper.

Prof. Jonathan Sarna, Brandeis University
Zionism continued to be relevant for American Jews because the goal of creating a
"model state" in the Land of Israel continued to inspire American Jews. Remember,
that the Zion of the American Jewish imagination was never just a homeland. It
was to be a utopian extension of the American dream, a Jewish refuge where
freedom, liberty and social justice would reign supreme, an "outpost of democracy"
that American Jews could legitimately, proudly, and patriotically champion. The
creation of this "model state" endowed American Jews with a sacred "mission" that
both linked them to other Jews and infused their own personal lives with meaning -
the lofty satisfaction that comes from pursuing work of transcendent importance.
"Our aim is the Kingdom of Heaven," Louis Brandeis once exclaimed, and the
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declaration reveals much about the kind of Zion that he and his fellow missionaries
envisaged - nothing less than a heaven-on-earth.

Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, A New Zionism (1955)
As Zionists, we have to reconstitute our peoplehood, reclaim our ancient homeland
and revitalize our Jewish way of life. Each of these three objectives should be
pursued with the end in view, both in Israel and in the Diaspora, of developing
such interpersonal and intergroup relations that are likely to help us become more
fully human. That is to be our religion and our mission.

To succeed in reconstituting the Jewish people and reclaiming the Land, Zionism
has to foster among the Jews both of Israel and of the Diaspora a sense of
interdependence and a process of interaction; and, has to give the individual Jew
the feeling that participating in that interdependence and interaction makes him
more of a person.

Ultimately Kaplan argues that t    he Land and its people should be a source of
creativity, inspiration, culture and religion for all the Jews of the world. That said,
the Diaspora is critical to remind the Jews of Israel that they are more than a mere
national body, that they are a religious civilization responsible not only to their
every day concerns, but to people around the world and throughout the ages.

Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Shacharit, Amidah, Gathering the Exiles
Sound the great shofar for our liberty, and raise a banner to gather our exiles, and
gather us together from the four corners of the earth. Blessed are You, Hashem,
Gatherer of the dispersed of His people Israel.

David Ben-Gurion
I have complete and unbridled faith in both the Jewish People the world over and
in the State of Israel. There can be no faith in either without the other, because each
needs and depends on the other. Both stem from the same source in antiquity, and
inherent in both is a common vision of redemption.
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Questions for Reflection
1. How much should we be looking back to determine where we are going?
2. Considering the prophet Isaiah who expresses the universal designation of

the Israelites as mentors for spiritual and moral guidance for the entire
world, is there a mandate for the diaspora to exist in the world?

3. How did Zionism make an impact on American Judaism?
a. Jewish commitment to peoplehood
b. Raising of political consciousness
c. Transforming American Jewish philanthropy
d. Providing common ground for different denominations to work

together
e. Revival of Hebrew as a language of the Jewish people

4. Is Zionism relevant for the Diaspora moving forward? What responsibility
do Diaspora Jews have for transforming Israel into an ideal “outpost of
democracy”?

5. Is there a future for a Jewish diaspora that is not ‘Zionist’ centered? What
could that look like?

6. Former Israeli President Reuven Rivlin’s “New Israeli Agenda” aims to
promote civic unity between Israel’s four distinct demographic groupings, or
“tribes,” as he calls them: secular, national-religious, and ultra-Orthodox
Jews, and Arab citizens of Israel. Could the diaspora be the “fifth” tribe? For
more information on the New Israeli Agenda, see the link here.

7. Jews have a homeland in their texts - Does this allow us to reject the
problems of nationalism?
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https://www.runi.ac.il/he/research/ips/documents/publication/4/fourtribessteiner2016c(1).pdf

