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 COMING HOLIDAYS AT TEMPLE BETH AM 
 

Between now and the next edition of The Scribe, we will share a number of 

important and significant holidays that we hope to share together.  Purim will 

have passed before this issue goes out, but that means that Pesach is not far 

behind.  Passover this year will begin Wednesday night, April 8, beginning at 

sundown with the first Seder.  The night before, of course, is the traditional Search 

For Chametz, and the morning of the first night offers a siyum (celebration of 

completion of study of a Jewish Text, usually a section of Talmud).  The siyum 

allows all first-born of each family to have food during the day.  Without a siyum, 

the first-born would have to fast in recognition of the 10th Plague, the slaying of the first-born Egyptians.  The 

obligation to celebrate (and for us, that means having something to eat!) at a siyum supercedes the obligation of 

the first-born to fast.  The siyum will occur at the conclusion of that morning’s Shacharit service, which starts at 

7:20am.  Also that morning we will have a communal burning of the chametz in the courtyard of the synagogue. 

Yom Tov services for the first and second days of Pesach will take place at 9:00am Thursday, April 9 and 

Friday, April 10.  Shabbat services, as always, will take place that Friday night, April 10 at 6:10 pm and 

Saturday morning, April 11 at 9:00 am Chol Hamoed, the Intermediate Days, continue Sunday through Tuesday 

of that week.  The final two days of Yom Tov begin Tuesday nNight, April 14 and continue on Wednesday, 

April 15 and  Thursday, April 16, with services on both of those days at 9:00am.  Yizkor is added to the 

Thursday morning service.  All the times and schedule of services for all of Pesach will be found elsewhere in 

this issue of The Scribe.  You will also find the form you will need if you want me to sell your chametz for 

you,  It will all be purchased back at sundown Thursday night, April 16. 

 

From the second night of Passover to the next major Jewish Holiday, Shavuot, we add the daily Counting of the 

Omer.  This practice has various meanings to it but the one most people consider is the connection made 

between the freedom we received on Passover with the Torah we received on Shavuot.  The idea there is that we 

were not liberated from slavery in order to live without any obligations at all. Our freedom was given to us so 

that we could accept upon ourselves the obligations of living a Torah-based life. 

 

Two additional holidays have been added to the Jewish calendar in modern times. Yom Hashoah is the day to 

commemorate the Holocaust and the memorialize the six million Jews who were murdered during World War 

Two and it also enables us to honor the survivors.  Our Temple Beth Am Yom Hashoah program will take place 

Monday night, April 20 starting at 7:00pm, and will feature our fellow congregant, Morris Dan, who will 

describe his personal stories living through and surviving the Holocaust.  Some of our survivors will participate 

in a special candle-lighting ceremony during the program.  Yom Ha’Atzma’ut, which is Israel’s Independence 

Day takes place Tuesday Night, April 28.  In Israel, this special day is preceded by Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s 

Memorial Day, meant to remember the 20,000-plus soldiers who have died in uniform defending their 

homeland starting with the War of Independence.  For the first time, we will celebrate Independence Day 

Tuesday Evening, April 28, starting with a brief memorial and, turning from darkness to light and from sadness 

to joy, we will party on in honor of Israel and all that it means to us.  We will have a wonderful Israeli 

entertainer with us that night and enjoy Israeli-style food.  More details will be forthcoming. 

 

Finally, we will be observing Shavuot, which starts Thursday evening, May 28 and continues Friday, May 29 

and Saturday, May 30.  That Thursday night we will begin the holiday with Erev Yom Tov services, followed 

by a dairy dinner and various forms of study into the evening.  Some congregations stay up all night studying; 

we won’t go quite that long but it will be meaningful nonetheless. 

 

All of the above holidays are opportunities for us to re-connect with each other.  I look forward to seeing you on 

the holidays and sharing with you as we create new memories. 

 

Shalom,  
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experience, engaging our members in  lifelong education, and  taking an active role in community activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tree of Life 
Inscribe a leaf, and make your 

special event part of our 
Temple history! 

  
For more information contact 
the office at 954-968-4545. 

http://www.beth-am.org


 
 
 

 

 
Time flies, and suddenly Spring is just around the corner!  And the arrival 
of Spring means that Pesach cannot be too far behind.  After all, the 
Hebrew word for Spring is Aviv, and Aviv is another name for the 
Hebrew month of Nisan. 
 
I must admit that Passover is my favorite holiday.  Now before a lot of 
you comment about what do I know in regards to getting the house 
ready for Passover, I need to defend myself.  While Jane dreads all the 
cooking that she needs to do for the Seder, she will admit that I do > 90% of the work in cleaning 
the kitchen, refrigerator, oven, etc. as well as changing all the dishes, pots, and silverware.  I admit 
that it is a lot of work – I have a suspicion that the habit of Spring cleaning has its origins in our 
getting ready for Passover! 
 
Passover brings back many fond memories – I remember as a child traveling to Brooklyn every year 
to our Orthodox cousin’s house for one of the Seders.  Even though everything was in Hebrew (of 
which I knew even less then than I know now), I really felt encompassed by the rituals and songs, 
as well as the food!  I have tried to continue the Passover traditions with my family, although I 
must admit we don’t always complete the full service after the meal, due to the presence of young 
children.  But we certainly do go through all the parts before the Passover meal – including the 
“Hillel sandwich” – which in our house is a (significantly) thick slice of horseradish root between 
pieces of matzo; none of that prepared ground-up horseradish for wimps!  And speaking of 
horseradish, I am of the conviction that the sole purpose of gefilte fish is to provide a means for 
the delivery of horseradish. 
 
Passover is a time of tradition and memories, and with the passage of time the acknowledgement 
of those no longer present at the table.  Jane and I are fortunate that we have close friends and 
family with whom we can share both Seder nights.  Unfortunately at the time of this writing, it 
appears that we will not be able to have a congregational Seder this year due to the loss of our in-
house caterer.  Rabbi Kieffer has tried diligently to find a replacement, but to no avail.  I am very 
disappointed in this turn of events.  We are still trying to see if there are any other options, but I am 
not very optimistic.   Should something unexpected turn up, we will of course let the congregation 
know. 
 
Of course other events will be taking place at the shul.  In early March (evening of March 9th) is our 
Purim Megillah reading and Purim Spiel!  And in April (after Passover) we will be honoring our 
Woman of Valor (a very deserving Risa Worrow) on April 18th and the Yom HaShoah  program is the 
evening of April 20th.  In between these two (April 19th) will be the annual President’s Concert, 
sponsored by yours truly.  Only this year, instead of a concert we will be having a return visit by Dr. 
Robert Watson, Distinguished Professor of American History at Lynn University.  On his previous 
visit the congregation raved about his lecture and I am looking forward to this year’s talk. 
 
Lastly I want to remind everyone that the Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on 
Sunday morning, May 17th.  Your attendance is very important to make a quorum so that we can 
conduct required temple business. 
 
And again – wishing all of you a Zissen Pesach! 
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Mark Reiner 
Temple Beth Am President  
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President’s Lecture:  Anti-Semitism 

presents... 

Sunday, April 19, 2:00 p.m. 

No Fee Required      *      Community invited 

Guest speaker featuring 

Reservation required 
 

Reserve your seat by calling the office at 954-968-4545 
or on our website at www.beth-am.org 

Dr. Watson is a historian, author, pro-

fessor, political commentator, and 

community leader. He has been inter-

viewed by CNN, MSNBC, USA Today, 

The New York Times, NPR, and the 

BBC. Dr. Watson was also the fea-

tured commentator for many TV spe-

cial reports and documentaries includ-

ing the series “Secret Nazi Bases” for 

the Science and Discovery Channels. 

 

Dr. Watson has co-convened several 

national conferences on the American 

presidency, co-founded the annual 

Truman Legacy Symposium for the 

Truman Presidential Library, and has 

served on the boards of numerous 

academic associations including the 

Harry S. Truman Foundation, Calvin 

Coolidge Foundation, and the George 

McGovern Center for Leadership. 
Robert P. Watson, PH.D. 

Dr. Watson is the recipient of many awards for his election commentary, community 

service, civics programs, and efforts to combat anti-semitism and promote civility. 

http://www.beth-am.org


 

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 

Service times are subject to change.   

Please confirm times with the Temple Office 

 at 954-968-4545 

 

Daily Minyan 

Monday - Friday Morning: 7:20 AM 

Monday - Thursday Afternoon: 6:00 PM 

Sunday Morning: 8:30 AM 

Sunday Afternoon: 5:00 PM 

 

Shabbat 

Happy Minyan - Friday Night Carlebach: 6:10 PM 

Shabbat Morning Services: 9:00 AM 

Shabbat Afternoon Service: 5:00 PM 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 PM 

Friday: 9:00 A.M. - 12:00 PM 

Sunday: By appointment 
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Candle Lighting Times 

 

 Friday, March 6, at 6:07 pm

  Friday, March 13, at 7:11 pm 

 Friday, March 20, at 7:14 pm

  Friday, March 27, at 7:18 pm 

 

 Friday, April 3, at 7:21 pm 

 Friday, April 10, at 7:24 pm 

 Friday, April 17, at 7:27 pm 

 Friday, April 24, at 7:31 pm 

 

 Friday, May 1, at 7:35 pm 

 Friday, May 8, at 7:38 pm 

 Friday, May 15, at 7:42 pm 

 Friday, May 22, at 7:46 pm 

 Friday, May 29, at 7:49 pm  
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RSVP by April 1, 2020 
 

Reservation flyer/sign-up form available in this Scribe,  
in the Temple, or on the website at www.beth-am.org 

Temple Beth Am Sisterhood 
 

Invites you to join us for a 

Luncheon 
 

Saturday, April 18, 2020, 12:00 Noon 
In honor of our 

2020 Woman of Valor 
Risa Worrow 
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A word from our  Communications Committee….. 
 
On behalf of the Temple Beth Am Communications Committee, 
hello!  The Communications Committee is responsible for the up-
keep and maintenance of our Temple website and member portal 
system.   
 

Although it may not seem like it when this article is published, 
membership renewal is actually closer than we think!  To help the 

office properly prepare Renewal Packets, we’ve been asked to help make sure the contact 
data for our members is accurate.  And to do that, we need your help. 
 

Log in to the member portal and confirm that your address, phone numbers and email ad-
dresses are correct for everyone in your family.  You can also update the Hebrew names 
for your family members, add or update any Yahrtzeits, and add or update your preferred 
payment methods (such as adding a new credit card). 
 

To make sure we have the most accurate information for the Renewal Packets, please re-
view and update your contact information by June 1, 
2020.  Directions to access your account is included in this 
Scribe.  If you still have trouble logging in, go to our website at 
www.beth-am.org and click on the MEMBER HELP button at the 
top of the page.  You can also send an email to websup-
port@beth-am.org describing your issue or contact the Temple 
office at (954) 968-4545. 
 

Thank you for helping us help you! 
 

Adam Sternberg 

Check your email! 
The member portal allows yahrzeit information to be emailed to congregants.  If 

you have updated the yahrzeit information on your account you will receive your 

notifications via email.  To ensure you receive your notices in a prompt manner: 

 Log in to your account and update yahrzeit information as needed  

 Confirm/validate email address to ensure delivery 

 Make sure to SAVE the information if changes have been made 

 Donations can be made by simply clicking on the link in the letter 

It’s that easy!  If  you do not have an email address, letters will continue to be 

mailed to you via the postal service. 

If you experience any problems we are always ready to help.  Simply call the of-

fice at 954-968-4545 and we will assist in any way possible. 

http://www.beth-am.org
mailto:websupport@beth-am.org
mailto:websupport@beth-am.org


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need Help Updating Your Account? 

 

 

The easiest way is through our website and following these steps: 

In your web browser, navigate to 
https://www.beth-am.org/account 

Enter in your email address and pass-
word and press the “Log In” button to 
login*.  

*If this your first time logging in to the website or you do not have a password, click on the 
“Forgot your password?” link, enter your email address, and follow the instructions in the email. 

After you have completed logging 
in, click on the My Family tile. 

Click on the “Edit your family” 
button located below your 
family members. 

 

Press the  button labeled  
“Save Changes to Account” 
located at the bottom of the page. 

Click through the “Adults”, “Children”, “Addresses”, and 
“More Info” tabs and update the information displayed. 
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If you have any questions, would like assistance, or would prefer to provide this information by 
telephone, please contact the Temple office at 954-968-4545 or at websupport@beth-am.org.  

https://www.beth-am.org/account
mailto:websupport@beth-am.org


Temple Beth Am Spotlight 

Maxine Szmulewitz 
Womanhood + Motherhood+ Sisterhood 
+ Superwoman = Maxine Szmuewitz 

By Linda Storfer 

Maxine Szmulewitz was born in Detroit.  She grew up in a loving family 

with brothers and was the only girl.  She unfortunately lost her father at 

an early age and  after her mother remarried they became a blended fam-

ily with Maxine as the only  daughter.  She had three older brothers and 

one younger one.  The family soon relocated  to Skokie, a suburb of Chi-

cago.  Maxine attended the University of Illinois from 1966-1970 where 

she majored in biology and minored in chemistry.  She met Armend 

Szmulewitz before she started college and they began dating.   They were 

married while they still were students and recently celebrated their 50th 

wedding anniversary.   

 

After they married they lived in various citites all located in the great 

state of Illinois where Maxine taught middle school until she gave birth 

to their son Russell.  Having come from a secular Jewish home while 

growing up it was very important to provide their only child with a solid Jewish education so they sent 

him to a Jewish pre-school and then to Solomon Schechter Day School in Illinois.    While her son was 

attending SSDS Maxine's own interest in Jewish education was sparked and she started taking courses 

in Adult Jewish Education.  The eventually relocated to Florida where Maxine continued to teach while 

Armend worked for a large pharmaceutical company called Rexall Sundown and together they raised 

their wonderful son Russell. 

 

It is said that that if you want to get something done ask a busy person.  Maxine wears many hats and 

she is definitely a very busy lady.  She is now in her fourth year as Sisterhood President (it was only 

recently that she recruited Susan Weiss to be Sisterhood's Co-President).  She retired from teaching 

twelve years ago and works almost fulltime at the Atlantic Technical College where she is an Assess-

ment Specialist where she proctors exams given by the school board for adult learners.  She also 

worked with a Teen Parent Program for pregnant girls who  have recently given birth and are being 

trained to acquire skills to enter the work force as well as learn parenting skills.  The students at Atlan-

tic Technical College are mostly young adults trying to learn skills such as plumbing and videography 

and in some cases come to the school with a GED diploma.  

 

In her "spare" time Maxine loves to knit, crochet, weave and garden which she finds very relaxing.  

She is a voracious reader and not only leads the Sisterhood Book Club but also belongs to another book 

club outside of the synagogue.  She and Armend are the proud parents of Russell, a physician in Chi-

cago and his wife Linda and two wonderful grandchildren, their granddaughter Verdit, age 14 and 

grandson Benjamin, age 11 whom they get to see as often as they can manage.  Maxine shared that 

some of her closest friends are people whom she met at TBA.  Not all of them are current members but 

she still maintains close ties to them.  As to the future of TBA she is optimistic that our shul is going to 

be around for a very long time and loves coming and participating in the services and mingling with 

our members, her "shul family."  
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Sponsored by the Gabbaim of Temple Beth Am 

Tikkun L’eil Shavuot 
Join us for an evening of study and celebration! 

 

Thursday, May 28th 

8:00 PM 
  

Dairy Dinner & Make Your Own Sundae Dessert! 
 

Study Session with Rabbi Sam Kieffer 
 

“SACRIFICES:  Who, What, When, Where?” 
  

Free and open to the community  

RSVP by June 3rd 

Tikkun Savuout 
Schedule of Services 

 

Thursday night, May 28 8:00 PM Maariv (in Sanctuary) 

 8:15 PM Dairy Dinner 

 9:00 PM Study Session 

 10:30 PM Ice Cream 

 

Friday, May 29 9:00 AM Yom Tov Services 

 6:10 PM Mincha and Maariv 

 

Saturday, May 30 9:00 AM Yom Tov Services 

  (includes Book of Ruth and Yizkor) 

 5:00 PM Mincha 

11 



April 

Happy Birthday to our TBA member  Birthday Celebrants! 
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Daniel Arkush 

Joe Berkovits 

Zachary Bogen 

Heidi Carmel 

Stephen Chairnoff 

Lois Chairnoff 

Barry Cohen 

Eva Demsky 

Robert Denberg 

Carly Dvorkin 

Scott Dvorkin 

Fred Epstein 

Ryan Fagan 

Stanley Feldman 

Phyllis Felsenfeld 

Michael Feuer 

Gary Fixelle 

Aly Frand 

Xander Fraser 

Melanie Fraser 

Beth Garfield 

Larry Gochman 

Merri Goldberg 

Sophie Gottlieb 

Leila Handelman 

Janet Horn 

Steven Iskowitz 

Saul Kagan 

Robin Levine 

Samantha Magnolia 

Ronald Morris 

Jonathan Reiner 

Clifford Saginor 

Wendy Sheldon 

Debbie Silverberg 

Lawrence Spector 

Ruth Spectre 

Bennett Storfer 

Ivy Tenenbaum 

Pearl Winikoff 

Goldie Witrock 

Terence Worrow 

Mark Abzug 

Eileen Adelman 

Karen Beer 

Alan Bennett 

Barbara Berkun 

Stuart Berman 

Ana Brand 

Anita Carr 

Howard Dvorkin 

Elizabeth Epstein 

Jill Finkelstein 

Tammy Frand 

Courtney Friedman 

Stanley Friedman 

Deborah Gilman 

Sharon Golden 

Craig Goodwin 

Simeon Gottlieb 

Elissa Greenberg 

Daniel Huerta 

Leonard Kaplan 

Lori Katz 

Kerry Kessler 

Nancy Konter 

Steve Lerner 

Linda Levens 

Andrea Levenson 

Donna Levy 

Anita Mann 

Dahlia Muhlbaum 

Diane Newman 

Linda Newmark 

Mindy Rieders 

Steven Seiderman 

Shirley Shrut 

Marda Silbernik 

Frances Silver 

Steven Silverberg 

Jack Solinsky 

Corey Spector 

Naomi Sternberg 

Barbara Sturm 

Stanley Tenenbaum 

Phillip Winikoff 

Ian Worrow 

March 



Happy Birthday to our TBA member  Birthday Celebrants! 

Brooke Abzug 

Amy Baumwald 

Lana Becker 

Nathan Beer 

Eugene Berkun 

Judy Bern 

Andrea Bogen 

Myriam Cynamon 

Adrienne Ehrenman 

Sheila Feuer 

Brian Fryburg 

Robert Fryburg 

Logan Garfield 

Charlotte Goldfarb 

Marc Green-Lowe 

Sandra Greenwald 

Paul Greenwald 

Gary Grossman 

Judy Harris 

Amanda Horowitz 

Steven Hymes 

Henny Katz 

Roslyn Katz 

Leonard Katz 

William Kelley 

Dennis Kline 

Carol Kline 

Rosalie Kolko 

Jerome Ladau 

Lewis Mann 

Elaine Milman 

Paul Plotkin 

Nina Pollock 

Jane Reiner 

Doreen Robinson 

Andrew Schulz 

Muriel Segal 

Arline Shapiro 

Martin Silbernik 

Leon Silverstein 

Laura Sternberg 

May 

Join the fun! 
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Sisterhood has been very busy in this new decade of 2020.   

 

January had our bi-monthly game day.  Join us for our next one on March 8th!    

 

February was full of fun and very well attended events.  We had many women join us for 

the Weiner Museum of Decorative Arts.  The docent led tour and lunch afterward included 

some of our regulars and some newbies, which are always welcome.  Next was Women’s 

Shabbat on the 22nd.  Our huge thanks go to Sapir Roth who pulls this together for us every 

year.  It is quite inspirational to see the entire service led by the women of Beth Am.  Thank 

you to all that participated, and especially those that went beyond their comfort level. 

 

The next few months will see many more events and projects that Sisterhood does for our 

temple family. In March we start out with our Shalach Manot project.  These bags will go 

out to the entire congregation, but must be picked up (see separate article).  Next will be our 

Second Sunday Game day, the last one of the season.  The last event of March will be a 

Chocolate Seder on the 29th!!!  This is a first for us, and who doesn’t like chocolate?!  More 

information on this will be coming and reservations will be required. 

 

Since this is the last Scribe until the summer, we need to mention our April and May events.  

April 18th will see our Woman of Valor luncheon.  We’re sure it will not come as a surprise 

that this year’s recipient is Risa Worrow.  She is the “Suzy Sunshine” poster child for this 

honor. 

 

Our last event of the year will be our Beth Am Books discussion of All Other Nights, led by 

Goldie Witrock.  It will be held Sunday, May 3rd.  See a separate article for the details. 

 

We hope to see you at many of these events and that you help us help our temple community 

by volunteering with the Social Action Committee.  And may you all have a wonderful 

Pesach. 

 

Shalom,  

 

Susan Weiss                              Maxine Szmulewitz 

gmaweiss@att.net                  maxinepaula@gmail.com 

mailto:gmaweiss@att.net
mailto:maxinepaula@gmail.com


Temple Beth Am Sisterhood 
invites you to join us for a 

  Luncheon 
Saturday, April 18, 2020, 12:00 Noon 

in honor of our 

2020 Woman of Valor 

Risa Worrow 
Lunch is $45 

Donations in any of the following categories includes lunch  
and your name listed in our program 

 

  Grand Patron - $100   Patron - $75   Sponsor - $54   

Yes, I will be attending — 

Grand Patron @ $100       Patron @ $75 ______  

Sponsor  @ $54    Lunch @ $45   
 

Name   
 

Please seat me with   
 

RSVP by  April 1, 2020 

Any questions, contact Amy Hymes at 954.270.7207 or 
Arzh1212@aol.com 

 

Checks payable to: Temple Beth Am—Sisterhood 
7205 Royal Palm Blvd 
Margate, FL  33066 

 

or sign up online at www.beth-am.org 
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Mitzvah Day Bingo at BARC 
By Sapir Roth 

 

Tikun Olam (Repairing the World) 
 
Is playing bingo a mitzvah (good deed)?  You’re joking, 
right?!  How about saying a blessing before playing bingo?  
(You have GOT to be kidding!)   “Blessed art Thou, oh Lord 
our God, who has commanded us to play bingo!”?  Can I 
get a She’hechiyanu?!  (OK, maybe not!) 
 
Yet those of us who go to BARC (Broward Addiction and 

Recovery) once a year on December 25th, known to us as Mitzvah Day, to play 
bingo, tell inspirational tales and raise our voices in cheerful song, do believe 
that what we do is a mitzvah.   
 
BARC is a local inpatient substance-abuse treatment center.  The people en-
rolled in the treatment program are called clients and they have many restric-
tions on their personal freedom.  They are not allowed to leave, have family vis-
its, or cell phones, for their entire treatment period.  We who visit are not al-
lowed to bring cell phones or purses inside.  We have to provide photo ID and 
sign in.  There are several sets of automatic locking doors, in front of us and be-
hind us, and staff and security presence is evident.  You would be right if you 
surmised that this makes for holidays that are not quite cheerful.   
 
To counteract some of the sadness brought on by this isolation, Beth Am has 
presented Mitzvah Day at BARC for over 25 years.  With Simeon Gottlieb at the 
helm, about a dozen of us meet in the parking lot of the facility at 9:45 AM.  Af-
ter getting signed in, we go to the lunchroom and set up our tables and chairs, 
get the bingo equipment ready, and place bingo cards and crayons at each seat.   
 
The clients are then allowed in, which involves much playful shoving and antici-
patory gusto.  The men enter first and sit on one side of the room; the women 
enter afterwards and sit on the other.  Boisterous banter goes up and back for a 
while until we get them settled, and Simeon explains to them how to play each 
game; he chooses different patterns to keep things interesting.  At that point, 
the bingo team gets to work.  Someone pulls the bingo balls out of a big bag 
one at a time; the caller calls the numbers; a third person keeps track of each 
number called.  When a client yells “BINGO!” a volunteer will call back the num-
bers for verification.  Another volunteer will pitch the prize—a balled-up pair of 
white crew sox—to the winner.  

(cont.) 
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Mitzvah Day Bingo at BARC 
By Sapir Roth 

 

Tikun Olam (Repairing the World) 
 
We play for about an hour, after which things turn more serious.  Once everyone 
quiets down, Ruth Sperber stands before us to tell inspirational and true holiday 
stories that speak of faith, hope, and the redemptive power of love.  We hear 
people sniffle.  I hear the stories year after year, yet I am truly moved anew each 
time.  At the end, we join with the clients in singing “Jingle Bells,” “Dreidel,” and 
other holiday tunes, after which we must part.  It’s like being on a receiving line:  
The clients file out, shaking our hands one by one, all of us fervently wishing each 
other happy and healthy holidays and New Year.  I can tell that they have had 
their spirits lifted, and in turn, my own spirits have been lifted, knowing we have 
infused joy, even if only for a short while.  I never know what lasting effects 
these interactions may have on them.  I pay it forward, hoping they stay clean, 
and maybe someday they will help others do the same.  One person, one soul, 
reaching out to another, both feeling empowered…if that’s not a mitzvah, I 
don’t know what is.   
 
With thanks for the devotion of the people who 
make BARC “Bingo Bells” work:  Simeon 
Gottlieb, without whom this would never hap-
pen; Larry Schwartz, bingo caller extraordi-
naire; Anita Todras, number recorder; Gary 
Weichselbaum, Henny Katz, Marty Pines, Alana 
Menitoff, her friend Rachel, and Aleksi Gottlieb, 
who set up the room, verified bingos and threw 
sox; and Ruth Sperber, for her inspirational 
story-telling.  
  
All I did was pull balls . 

...for making the annual 

Mitzvah Day  BARC Bingo 

 a smashing success!   
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$10 Members            *            $18 Non Members 
 

Questions?  Contact Amy Hymes: arzh1212@aol.com or 954-270-7207 

March 29 

11:00am 

What could be better than an event 

steeped in tradition… 

and smothered in fudge? 

 

join Sisterhood on March 29th we find out  

if there were really 11 plagues.   

The plague of  water being turned into chocolate.  

1st Annual Women’s 



…for Brunch 
 and a morning of  

Mah Jongg, Canasta & RummyQ 
Bring your mah jongg set, your canasta cards,  

your friends, and your appetite! 

Join the fun! 
 

March 8 @ 10am 
Members:  $10 pp Non-Members:  $12 pp 

 

Reservations Required 
 

Sponsored by the Sisterhood of Temple Beth Am 
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S.O.A.R.S. 
Sunday Only Alternative Religious School 

NO long classes! 

NO conflicts after school! 

NO membership required 

A new, innovative program designed for pre-bar/bat mitzvah boys 
and girls.  Learn more about this 3 year program at our open 
house.   

7205 Royal Palm Boulevard 
Margate, FL 33063 

 

SOARS@beth-am.org 
954-968-4545 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwin1pXwjbHTAhUE7CYKHesnASQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmahjonggandme.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNE4uSYw2h3ABwJSIiRZ5QmM_YodHg&ust=1492711507599155
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjgrvqJp5DTAhUCLSYKHaT5BoQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeta.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FWiktionary%2Flogo%2Farchive-vote-1&bvm=bv.151426398,bs.1,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNHWEUPOS7f
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 CURRENT AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITIES 
 Get fresh air, steps and satisfaction! Join us in Margate’s Adopt a Street program, cleaning up a one-

mile stretch (both sides of the street), tentatively Rock Island Road, south of Temple Beth Am to Atlan-
tic Blvd. They will post Temple Beth Am signs at each end of our territory! 

 The Garden Show, part of the Art Festival at The Walk in Coral Springs needs volunteers 
 

 SOON TO BE AVAILABLE 

 Opportunities will soon be available at Goodman Jewish Family Services of Broward, such as driving 
people to appointments, doing phone contacting of Holocaust survivors and elderly people who are 
unable to leave the house, staffing a food pantry, and delivering food to people. 

 Broward Health Coral Springs (formerly Coral Springs Medical Center) needs volunteers to cuddle ba-
bies, or work at the front desk or gift shop. 

 

 PENDING PROJECTS 

 Since our Mitzvah day at BARC (Broward Addiction Recovery Center) always goes so well, we met with 
the BARC rep a few weeks ago to see if they would like us to come out at other times of the year and 
run a similar event. 

 We are looking into volunteer opportunities to help children in coordination with JAFCO 

 We are looking at animal rescue places for volunteers interested in fostering animals, walking dogs, cat 
socialization, and kitty nursery bottle feeders. 

 Opportunities to mentor and help prepare underprivileged high school students for college. 

 We hope to send members of our Yiddish club to Atria nursing home to do All Things Yiddish: Speak it, 
discuss Yiddish culture, sing Yiddish songs, etc. 

 Other opportunities are also in the works. 

 
You can work weekly, monthly or on a one time basis.  Some venues require a strict commitment, but some 
do not. 
 
Applications are available on the temple website, as well as in several locations around the temple.  By fill-
ing out an application, you are not committing to anything. You just become part of our volunteer pool. 
When an opportunity arises, you will be contacted and you can decide if it is convenient for you.  You will 
feel good inside, you will be participating in Tikkun Olam and this will all be in the name of Temple Beth Am. 
 
Any questions, comments or suggestions, please contact 
 
 Sapir Roth Steve Iskowitz 
 thebluebird11@bellsouth.net  sbiskowitz@aol.com 
954-257-5275 954-240-8627 

mailto:thebluebird11@bellsouth.net
mailto:sbiskowitz@aol.com
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March/April 2020 
 
As I was writing this article, some very sad news took place in the 
entertainment world. On February 5, Kirk Douglas, born Issur Danielovitch 
Demsky, left the world at age 103. Douglas starred in 87 movies and became 
a superstar before the term was even coined. During his early days, he lost 
touch with his Jewish heritage. It was after a helicopter crash in 1991 where 
he reconnected with his Jewish heritage and began a vigorous Torah 
learning session. He culminated his studies with a second bar mitzvah at 
age 83.  Mr. Douglas, you will be missed. 
 

At the end of January, the Men’s Club hosted 
Trivia Night, which was emceed by Rita Verreos 
from Challenge Entertainment.  We didn’t know 
this at the time, but Rita Verreos is a local TV 
and music celebrity.  It may interest you to note 
that back in 1988, she was a contestant in the 
Miss Venezuela beauty pageant, where she took 
second place.  In 2007, she was a contestant on 
Survivor:Fiji and was the sixth contestant to 
leave the island.  In 2009, she was a contestant 

on the Price is Right and was 35 cents short of winning the first showcase showdown.  
Congratulations to the “Misbehavin’” team for taking the top prize! 
 
Who can forget the Billy Joel tribute band, the Turnstiles, that came to our shul in January?  It 
was such a success that the Men’s Club will do it again!  Be on the lookout for another great 
musical event in May. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact me at 954-600-6021 or at mensclub@beth-am.org. 

 

 

Moshe Shmia 
Men’s Club President 

 

 

mailto:mensclub@beth-am.org
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The book…. 
  

How is tonight different from all other nights? For Jacob Rappaport, a 

Jewish soldier in the Union Army, it is a question his commanders have 

answered for him: on Passover, 1862, he is ordered to murder his own un-

cle, who is plotting to assassinate Abraham Lincoln. After this harrowing 

mission, Jacob is recruited to pursue another enemy agent—this time not 

to murder the spy, but to marry her. Based on real historical figures, this 

eagerly awaited novel from award-winning author Dara Horn delivers 

multilayered, page-turning storytelling at its best. 

 

All Other Nights 
 

 

Join us on Sunday, May 3, when Sisterhood and temple member Goldie Witrock will lead the 

Temple Beth Am book discussion of All Other Nights, a historical fiction story that begins at this 

very season of Passover. 



 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 7 Search for Chametz in the house After dusk 

Wednesday, April 8 Fast of the First Born - Siyum 
Study session led by Rabbi Kieffer 
Burning of Chametz (no later than 10:00am) 
Maariv 
First Seder 

7:20 AM 
 
10:00 AM 
6:10 PM 
 

Thursday, April 9 
1st day of Passover 

Morning Services  (Yom Tov) 
Mincha 
Second Seder 

9:00 AM 
5:00 PM 

Friday, April 10 
2nd day of Passover 

Morning Services  (Yom Tov) 
Mincha 

9:00 AM 
6:15 PM 

Saturday, April 11 Shabbat (Chol Hamoed) 
Mincha 

9:00 AM 
5:00 PM 

Tuesday, April 14 Mincha/Maariv 6:10 PM 

Wednesday, April 15 
7th day of Passover 

Morning Servics (Yom Tov) 
Maariv 

9:00 AM 
6:15 PM 

Thursday, April 16 Shacharit, Musaf & Yiskor Services (Yom Tov) 
Mincha 

9:00 AM 
5:00 PM 

2020 - 5780 

Passover  

Schedule 
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Note:  Passover ends Thursday night at 8:20 PM 

Services during the Intermediate days are as follows: 
Sunday, April 12 8:30AM & 5:00PM 
Monday, April 13 7:20AM & 6:00PM 
Tuesday, April 14 7:20AM & 6:15PM 
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From your friends at Temple Beth Am . . . 



Know all men by these present; that I, the undersigned, do hereby make and appoint Rabbi Samuel Kieffer, 

my true and lawful attorney, to act in my place instead, for me in my name, and in my behalf, to sell all 

chametz owned, and possessed, by me (knowingly or unknowingly), as stated in the Torah, and defined by the 

Sages of Israel (example: chametz, doubt of chametz, and all kinds of chametz mixtures). Also, chametz that 

tends to harden and adhere to a surface of the inside of pans, pots, or other cooking or eating utensils, of 

whatsoever nature, and to lease all places where in the aforementioned chametz owned, or possessed by me, 

may be found, especially in the premises located at: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Name) 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Home Address) 

 

Rabbi Kieffer has the full authority and power, to sell said chametz, and to lease said places where said 

chametz may be found, upon such terms and conditions as he, in his absolute discretion, shall deem fit and 

proper. Rabbi Kieffer has the full power to sign or appoint a substitute, or substitutes, shall lawfully due or 

cause to be done by virtue of these presents. To this I hereby fix my signature on this __________ day of 

______________________, in the year 2020. 

 

           _______________________________________ 
                  (Signature) 

           _______________________________________ 
           (PRINT name here) 
Address-Addresses of all residences where you have chametz: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
             

Tear out and return to Rabbi Kieffer no later than Thursday, April 2, 2020.   

If mailing, allow enough time for delivery before Thursday, April 2, 2020. 

 

Enclosed is my donation which is used to help the poor at Passover and year round.   

It also provides scholarships for children for Jewish experiences.   

Your generosity at this time is most appreciated. 
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Temple Beth Am Gratefully Acknowledges These Gifts of Tzedakkah.... 
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Please Note:  Donations received after February 18 will appear in the following Scribe. 

Temple Beth Am General Fund 
Donor In Memory Of 

Martin Feldman Rae Feldman 
Martin Feldman Harold Abrams 
Martin Feldman Ray Robinson 
Martin Feldman Claire Gochman 
Ruth Freedman Rachel Schlufman 
Ruth Freedman Claire Gochman 
Daniel Huerta Donation 
Eugene Kaserman Esther Post 
Muriel Segal Rosalie Slute’s brother 
Ruth Spectre Rabbi Efrey Spectre 
Barry & Laurie Vecker Barry’s beloved mother, Naomi Vecker 
 

Donor In Honor Of 
Philip Blum Donation 
Martin Feldman Irene Kivetz-Moore—greetings 
Martin Feldman Aliya 
Martin Feldman Rabbi & Mrs. Leon Rosenblum becoming 
  new grandparents 
Martin Feldman Jeff Dworkin, welcome back 
Ruth Freedman Jack Schlussel, refuah shelemah 
Ruth Freedman Frieda Sysman, refuah shelemah 
Phyllis Gitlin Donation 
Larry Gochman Elana Berlin’s baby boy 
Barbara Himmelgreen TBA, thank you for your thoughtfulness 
Miriam Kaj Donation 
Andrew & Sharon Krauss the Krauss baby naming 
Joseph Kresch Larry Gochman’s goodness & generosity 
Wayne Lusky Aliyah 
Morton & Rhoda Schulman Our grandson’s Bar Mitzvah 
Morton & Rhoda Schulman Gary & Henny’s engagement 
Ruth Spectre Rabbi Kieffer, for his kind words for 
  Rabbi Efrey Spectre 
Alan & Goldie Witrock Nina Finkel—Mazel Tov on the  
  B’nai Mitzvahs of her grandchildren 
Alan & Goldie Witrock Grandson Hudson Witrock’s Bar Mitzvah 

Jonathan Peskin Minyon Fund 
Donor In Memory Of 

Robert & Nancy Denberg Tammy Frand’s father 



 
 

 

Temple Beth Am Gratefully Acknowledges These Gifts of Tzedakkah.... 
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Al & Sylvia Kaplan March of the Living/Israel/Poland Pilgrimmage Fund 
Donor In Memory Of 

Sylvia Abrams Leo Abrams 
Sylvia Abrams Selig Persky 
Barry & Carey Ahron Beloved mother, Vicki Chase 
Loretta Cohen Claire Gochman 
Wendy Erasmous Ronald A. Miller 
Simeon & Sophie Gottlieb Charlotte Greenseid 
Simeon & Sophie Gottlieb Bess Gottlieb 
Anita Todras Tammy Frand’s father 
Anita Todras Sylvia Kravitz 
 

Donor In Honor Of 
Heidi Carmel Alan & Goldie Witrock’s grandson,  
  Hudson’s Bar Mitzvah 
Leonard & Gloria Kaplan Shavie Fagan, wishing you a speedy recovery 
Anita Todras Wishing Stephen Wasser a speedy recovery 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
Donor In Memory Of 

Irwin & Lana Becker The beloved husband of Marilyn Grossman 
Gary & Sheila Grossman Brett Spector’s aunt Dot 
Ronald Kertes Gladys Kertes 
Shirley Levinson Claire Gochman 
Mark Robinson Raymond Robinson 
 

Donor  In Honor Of 
Sheila Kieffer Brother-In-Law Sam Kieffer’s birthday 
Shirley Levinson Those who sent me birthday wishes—thank you! 
Bernard & Lynn Listokin Donation 
Harvan & Rachelle Nahmias Donation 
Alan & Goldie Witrock Aliyah 

Rabbi Paul Plotkin Camp Ramah ScholarshipFund 
Donor In Memory Of 

Minnie Edelman Claire Gochman 
Minnie Edelman Beloved mother, Esther Cooper 
Minnie Edelman Beloved mother-in-law Sadie Edelman 
Gary & Sheila Grossman Alex Fryburg 

 

Donor In Honor Of 
Heidi Carmel Stephen Wasser—refuah shelemah 
Shavie Fagan Laura Sternberg’s speedy recovery 



 

Temple Beth Am Gratefully Acknowledges These Gifts of Tzedakkah.... 

Jonathan E. Beer Memorial Israel Youth Fund 
Donor In Memory Of 

T.R. & Karen Beer Albert Beer 

Shabbat Kiddush Lunch Fund 
Donor In Honor Of 

Les & Pennie Ascowitz Birth of Bennet & Linda Storfer’s grandchild 
Dr. Julian & Anne Berman Goldie & Alan Witrock—Congratulations  
  on your grandson’s Bar Mitzvah 
Dr. Julian & Anne Berman Nina Finkel & Len Effron—Congratulations  
  on your grandsons’ B’nai Mitzvah 
Phyllis Felsenfeld Donation 
David & Tammy Frank Krauss baby naming 
Ruth Freedman Mel Freedman’s birthday 
Larry Gochman Larry Gochman’s birthday on March 14 
Leonard & Gloria Kaplan Jeffrey & Susan Weiss’s  
  55th wedding anniversary 
Ralph & Jean Silvers Donation 
Alan & Goldie Witrock Jeff Dworkin—good to have you back & well 
Barry Yood Goldie & Alan Witrock 
 

Howard Marc Horowitz Memorial Fund for USY  Pilgrimage to Israel 
Donor In Memory Of 

Phyllis Felsenfeld Beloved father Isidor Kamil 
Phyllis Felsenfeld Beloved son Howard Marc Horowitz 
Phyllis Felsenfeld Beloved mother Sadie Kamil 

Inscribe a leaf and add it to the Temple Beth Am 
Tree of Life.  Located in the main lobby, your 

special event can be memorialized and part of 
our Temple history! 

 
Available for only $180 a leaf  

 
For more information contact the Temple office at  

954-968-4545 or info@beth-am.org. 

Get your leaf today! 

Tree of Life 

Memorial Plaques 

Honor the memory of loved ones by pur-
chasing a memorial plaque.  Plaques are 
displayed on the memorial boards located 
in the Sanctuary. 
 
Cost for a plaque is $360.  A plaque can 
also be reserved, with no further charges 
incurred when the plaque is ordered.  
 
For more information please contact the 
office at 954-968-4545. 
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Bikur Cholim is one of the important deeds included in Gemilut Hassadim—the performance of 

loving kindness.  It means “caring for the sick” but there is much more that we can do.  It is also 

one of the many mitzvahs we are commanded to do. 

 

Temple Beth Am would like  to connect with our members who are ill or recovering from surgery 

with a card or a phone call and let them know we care.  If you, your family member, or dear friend 

is in need and would like support from the Bikur Cholim or you would like to volunteer, please call 

the Temple office at 954-968-4545. 

Bikur cholim  
Hebrew: ביקור חולים ; "visiting the sick"; also transliterated Bikur 
holim) refers to the mitzvah (Jewish religious commandment) to 
visit and extend aid to the sick. 

 

Temple Beth Am Gratefully Acknowledges These Gifts of Tzedakkah.... 
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 Condolences To In Memory Of 
 

Robinson Family Beloved member, Raymond Robinson 

Post Family Beloved member, Esther Post 

Ronald Kertes & Family Beloved mother, Gladys Kertes 
 

Yiskor / Yahrzeit Fund 
Donor In Memory Of 

Loretta Cohen Martin C. Cohen 
Minnie Edelman Beloved sister, Bernice Bermann 
Stanley & Jane Friedman Henry Friedman 
Charlotte Goldfarb Beloved husband, Hyman Goldfarb 
Don & Amanda Horowitz Marie Horowitz 
Eugene Kaserman Billie Joan Kaserman 
Randi Peskin Marcia Haas 
Clifford & Wendy Saginor David Silverman 
Benjamin & Bella Schepsman Strausberg family 
Morton & Rhoda Schulman Alexander Schulman 
Morton & Rhoda Schulman Barry Kelner 
Arline Shapiro Donation 
Arlene Silbiger Robert Weiner 
Alan & Goldie Witrock Bella Milchman 
Terence & Risa Worrow Rabbi Israel Zimmerman 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzvah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism


Please patronize  

Our Sponsors: 

 

TEMPLE BETH AM 

  

Call the office at  

954-968-4545 to find out about 
advertising in 

The Scribe

 
 

I would like to thank everyone that attended “A SHABBAT TO REMEMBER” our program on New 

Trends and Developments in the field of Medical Ethics.  A shout out to our panel of medical experts 

and a caregiver Dr. Mark Reiner, Dr Steve Iskowitz, Dr Marc Swerdloff, Sapir Roth and Judy Bern 

who discussed questions having to do with end of life issues, surrogacy and organ donors.  The pro-

gram was moderated by Dr. Andrew Bern.  Rabbi Kieffer wrapped up the learning with the Jewish 

perspective on these issues.  Speakers imparted their knowledge and expertise on these issues and 

stimulated a lively interactive audience discussion following their presentations.  A gigantic TODAH 

RABAH to everyone that made our program a success!  

Linda Storfer 
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Temple Beth Am of Margate, Inc. 
7205 Royal Palm Blvd. 

Margate, FL 33063 


