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Friday, September 8, 2023
7:00 p.m. – Serenity Shabbat,

Changing of the Mantles

Saturday, September 9, 2023
8:45 a.m. – Torah Study (in person)

10:00 a.m. – Bella Matrai’s Bat Mitzvah
12:00 p.m. – Our Jewish Heritage (Zoom)

7:00 p.m. – Selichot Service and Drum Circle
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Monday, September 25, 2023

9:00 a.m. – Yom Kippur Tot Service
10:00 a.m. – Yom Kippur Youth Service

10:00 a.m. – Yom Kippur Traditional Service
12:30 p.m. – Yahrzeit Plaque Dedication, 

CNT’s King David Memorial Garden
1:15 p.m. – Educational Programming

3:00 p.m. – Healing Service
4:00 p.m. – Afternoon Service

5:15 p.m. – Yizkor Service
6:15 p.m. – Neilah and Havdalah

Friday, September 29, 2023
7:00 p.m. – Sukkot Shabbat in the Round

in the Sukkah

Saturday, September 30, 2023
8:45 a.m. – Torah Study in the Sukkah 
10:00 a.m. – Sukkot Morning Service

in the Sukkah – Tefillah/ Prayer
12:00 p.m. – Our Jewish Heritage (Zoom)

6:00 p.m. – NTTY Havdalah in the Sukkah

Friday, September 1, 2023
7:00 p.m. – Friday Night Shabbat

Saturday, September 2, 2023
8:45 a.m. – Torah Study (Zoom)

10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Minyon Service –
Tefillah/ Prayer (Zoom)

12:00 p.m. – Our Jewish Heritage (Zoom)
5:30 p.m. – Kinley McLaughlin’s Bat Mitzvah

Friday, September 15, 2023
7:00 p.m. – Erev Rosh Hashanah

Saturday, September 16, 2023
9:00 a.m. – Rosh Hashanah Tot Service

10:00 a.m. – Rosh Hashanah Youth Service
10:00 a.m. – Rosh Hashanah Traditional Service

Sunday, September 17, 2023
10:00 a.m. – Rosh Hashanah

Second Day Service
Tashlich during and after Services, 

in the Courtyard

CALENDAR OF SERVICES Roberta Unger,
runger@lvnertamid.org

Friday, September 22, 2023
7:00 p.m. – Music of Shabbat in the Round

Saturday, September 23, 2023
8:45 a.m. – Torah Study (Zoom)

10:00 a.m. – Shabbat Minyon Service –
Tefillah/ Prayer (Zoom)

12:00 p.m. – Our Jewish Heritage (Zoom)

Sunday, September 24, 2023
6:00 p.m. – Kol Nidre Family Service

8:15 p.m. – Kol Nidre Traditional Service

SEE HIGH HOLY DAYS SCHEDULE – PAGES 14-15

For Zoom links, go to our calendar
at www.lvnertamid.org.

http://www.lvnertamid.org/


        “It’s 5784!” CNT’s Cantor Jessica Hutchings said.
“For thousands of years, our people have commemorated
this season by gathering, rejoicing, and doing meaningful
accounting of the soul. We can’t stop that chain of
tradition now! But, seriously, the year sometimes passes
us by and we don’t have a chance to properly care for
our hearts and souls. This is our chance to reconcile our
year and start fresh. CNT is not only a special place to
belong but it’s a special place to reflect, renew, and reset
for the new year. We have unique and beautiful services for people of all ages and walks of life.”
        High Holy Days events at CNT begin on Friday, September 8, 2023, with a Serenity Shabbat
and a Changing of the Mantles Ceremony. A Selichot Service and outdoor Drum Circle follow on
Saturday, September 9, and a Kever Dorot Memorial Service will take place at King David Memorial
Chapel and Cemetery on Sunday, September 10. Erev Rosh Hashanah will be observed on Friday,
September 15, followed by Tot, Youth, and Traditional Rosh Hashanah Services on Saturday,
September 16. A Second Day Rosh Hashanah Service will take place on Sunday, September 17, and
CNT’s Religious School will participate in a Tashlich ceremony.
        The week after, a Kol Nidre Family and Traditional Services will take place on Sunday,
September 24, followed by Tot, Youth, and Traditional Yom Kippur Services on Monday,
September 25. Later that day CNT will host a Yahrzeit Plaque Dedication in CNT’s King David
Memorial Garden, and offer an Healing Service, an Afternoon Service, a Yizkor Service, and Neilah
and Havdalah. On Friday, September 29, CNT celebrates Sukkot with a Sukkot Shabbat in the Round
Service in CNT’s outdoor Sukkah.
        The next week, CNT’s Sisterhood will host a Sisters in the Sukkah event on Monday, October 2,
and a Flour Power Challah in the Sukkah event on Thursday, October 5. On Friday, October 6, a
Friday Night Shabbat in the Sukkah will be followed by a Sukkot Family Dairy dinner, and on
Saturday, October 7, the MENSch Club will host an event in the Sukkah. A Simchat Torah Service
with The Shabbatones will be held on Sunday, October 8, and, on Friday, October 13, there will be a
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HIGH HOLY DAYS Roberta Unger,
runger@lvnertamid.org

Serenity Shabbat to bring a close to the High Holy Days.     
        “Our choir is what makes the High Holy Days at Congregation Ner Tamid so very special,”
Cantor Hutchings said. “If you’re looking for a friendly sacred community, CNT is the place to be. 
At the Holy Days, you will see a snapshot of what CNT has to offer with 
meaningful prayer song, community engagement, and creative programming.”

SEE HIGH HOLY DAYS SCHEDULE – PAGES 14-15



begin? That would be February 10, 2024, which will be the year of the Wood Dragon. Why doesn’t
each Chinese New Year begin on the same date, similar in ways to the Jewish New Year in that
respect? Then there is the Jewish year which we are about to celebrate which will be year 5784 on
September 15. The next Jewish year starts on October 2, 2024 (year 5785), and the following year on
September 22, 2023 (5786). Why does each year start on a different date? Now is everyone as
confused as I am?
        I do not know if it really matters how a year is determined or what year it is. It is what we do
with our time while on this earth during that year. That is what Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are
all about, not only the birthday of the universe but the 10 days of Awe. A time to reflect, ask for
forgiveness, and examine our own lives to ensure we are the best to others and ourselves. That first
Shofar sound begins this reflection which serves as our call to repentance. Ten days later we begin our
fast on Yom Kippur which brings this reflection to an end after 24 hours of dreaming of those
cookies. Once the High Holidays are over, why should we stop reflecting? We should not, and every
day we should schedule time to reflect to ensure we are encompassing the best of ourselves. That is
what Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are all about, providing the initial directive to become better
people. After that, it is up to us to ensure we are striving to be better, even when we don’t have our
High Holidays to remind us.
        Happy New Year to all and L’Shana Tova. May you enjoy each new year throughout the year,
whichever ones you choose to celebrate.
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        What year is it anyway? Is everyone a little confused like me?
Should we start counting each year when conceived into this world,
therefore, this year would be 60 for me. People having this as their New
Year would be a problem of course, as it would not be consistent with
everyone else born outside of our birth year. Let us move on to the
calendar year in the United States which is 2023, and it will become 2024
on January 1, and each January 1 after that the year will change. Why is
that? The Earth’s rotation might have something to do with it. So why
can’t each new year start on July 1? A full-year rotation would happen
each July 1 as well! What about the Chinese New Year, which began on
January 22, the year of the Black Water Rabbit? When does the 2024 year

PRESIDENTIAL PERSPECTIVES Michael Levy,
mll63@yahoo.com

Please come to the Temple to pick up your new Membership badges.
Our security officers and ushers need to know who our

Members are during our High Holy Days Services and events.



up. Shin, Vet, Hay-means return. Thus, in Hebrew, a true repentance implies a return. To what and to
whom? Sages teach that true repentance is a return to one’s deeper values and a return to God. This
concept is not merely rabbinic “sleight of hand” but a reminder that Hebrew has always been considered 
a sacred language unlike any other. 
        One more layer is also given to the word “teshuvah.” This word can also mean “answer.” 
True repentance is seeking answers to life’s big questions; of identity, morality, and spirituality. 
        I don’t think one needs to be a Talmudic scholar to appreciate these nuances. But I thought I might
get a bit technical this Bulletin as a way of encouraging deeper Jewish learning. The richness of our
tradition, our language, and our culture goes far beyond holiday meals or news updates about Israel. 
There is food for the soul.
        Whether it is taking one of our adult education classes, participating in our weekly Torah class on
Saturday mornings at 8:45 a.m. (available by Zoom), or choosing one of the many podcasts available on
Jewish learning, I encourage everyone to begin the new year with a commitment to “doing Jewish” and
taking a deeper dive into the richness of Jewish culture and sacred texts. 
        May the New Year be for you and your loved ones filled with a renewed sense of purpose and
meaning. 
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RABBI'S REFLECTIONS    Rabbi Sanford Akselrad,
rabbak@lvnertamid.org

        One of the fascinating aspects of the Hebrew language is that almost
every word is multi-layered. Most Hebrew words are formed around a
“shoresh” or root meaning. For example, samech-dalet-reish form the root
for words such as Seder or siddur. In English, these two words are entirely
different. One is the Passover ritual meal and the other is a prayerbook. 
But in Hebrew, the root meanings are connected. L’sader-to arrange implies
that in both words there is a fixed order of events or prayers. That root
meaning ties those two words together.
        As we approach the High Holydays, we hear a lot about the Hebrew
word, “Tshuvah.” In English, this word means “repentance.” However, the
shoresh-root meaning is something that the English translation does not pick

We invite you to buy a copy of Rabbi Akselrad’s new book 
Love in the Time of Corona at CNT Sisterhood’s 

Mark L. Fine and Family Gift Shop – it’s open 45 minutes before 
Friday Night Services and on Sundays from 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

when Sunday school is in session. 
You can then get it signed by the author at 

CNT after Services or by appointment, (702) 733-6292. 
Books cost $15 each. 

They are also available on Amazon (bit.ly/42Hd1BO). 



scary look in the spiritual mirror, pinpoint each cheit (missed mark), and challenge ourselves not just to
say, but actually DO in the year to come. 
         No matter what the world around us tosses our way, may 5784 be our best yet… 

        The funny thing about the High Holy Days is that they always seem to
catch us by surprise. Prepping the choir, planning the Services, the staff
meetings to organize extra security, Kol Nidre appeal, Yizkor books, ticket
printing, facility tune-ups, robe cleaning, and so much more… and we often
get so busy, we forget the most important part… to prepare OURSELVES.
What is this all for, after all? It’s for us. It’s to renew our hearts and souls.
How often do we neglect to work on bettering ourselves and put the needs
of others and the minutia of life in front of our sacred self-care? 
        Yeah… I know. WAKE. UP. CALL. 
        This Elul, as we quickly and carefully approach these AWEsome days,
may we stop rushing and start reflecting. The time is NOW. We must take a  
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CANTOR'S CORNER Cantor Jessica Hutchings,
cantor@lvnertamid.org

mailto:esimon@lvnertamid.org
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CANTOR'S CORNER Cantor Jessica Hutchings,
cantor@lvnertamid.org

        Congregation Ner Tamid is partnering with Jewish
Nevada and other local congregations to present a
Challah Braiding Workshop with the Challah Prince,
Idan Chabasov, on Wednesday, September 13, at the
Bottega Exchange, 6675 S. Tenaya Way #200-A, 
at 7:00 p.m. Chabasov’s mission to bring art into the
baking world, and to demonstrate the beauty of every
single piece of Challah. Check out his Instagram here:
www.instagram.com/challahprince
        Chabasov has been baking this traditional Jewish
bread for years for friends and family, and in the process
discovered a world of beauty, spirituality, and personal-
growth. To register and for more information: 
        https://jewishnevada.ticketspice.com/wp-
outreach-challah-prince
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PRESCHOOL Farrah Tomaro,
ftomaro@lvnertamid.org

        The Gary & Lynn Kantor Early Childhood
Education Center at Congregation Ner Tamid began its
2023-2024 Preschool year on Monday, August 7.
        “Our 2023-2024 school year got off to a great
start!” Preschool Director Farrah Berlin-Tomaro said.
“New and returning families filled our Beit Tefillah for
Parent Orientation and we have more families now
since reopening after Covid in August of 2020.
        “The Kantor ECEC, for children aged 18 months
through Pre-Kindergarten, is your family’s gateway to
the Temple, and a perfect place to begin your child’s
Jewish and secular educational journey,” she said.
        The Kantor ECEC offers play-based learning,
focusing on developmentally appropriate practices so
that children meet their specific goals.
            With full- and half-day Preschool schedules,
The Kantor ECEC also offers weekly enrichment
programs, as well as before and after care from 
7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Monday-Thursday, and 
7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Friday.
            Its experienced and highly-trained staff
encourages intellectual, social, emotional, physical, and
spiritual growth through hands-on, child-directed
activities in a warm and nurturing environment. Family
relationships and community building are fundamental
in the program. The Kantor ECEC’s open-door policy
and family programs encourage comfort and
socialization between families, teachers, and the
synagogue. 
            For more information about The Kantor ECEC
or to arrange a tour, complete an Interest Form online
at www.lvnertamid.org or call (702) 632-2250 or
email preschool@lvnertamid.org.

http://www.lvnertamid.org/


        Congregation Ner Tamid’s Cantor Jessica Hutchings, Religious School teachers, and Madrichim
kicked off the new school year by hosting an Open House and Meet The Teachers event on Sunday,
August 13, 2023.
        “Open House was a great way to kick off the school year!” said Hayley Wizig, CNT Religious
School and Family and Education Director. “Families got a chance to check out the different
opportunities they can get involved with throughout the year and students also had a chance to meet
their teachers and see their classrooms.”
        CNT’s Religious School from Pre-K through 12th grade, started on Sunday, August 27, from
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., and Tuesday Hebrew School will be in session from 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
        “I am looking forward to seeing our students learn, grow, and make deeper connections to
Judaism,” Wizig said. “The CNT Religious School curriculum covers topics such as Torah study,
Hebrew learning, prayer practice, Jewish values, traditions, and holidays. The school day includes a
t'filah (prayer) time, along with classes alternating between a music and art class each week. Students
receive a well-rounded education from our well-accomplished teaching staff and madrichim (teen
teaching assistants). Students will also have the opportunity to participate in special school
programming throughout the year and join grade level-based youth groups in which they will
strengthen their ties to our Jewish community.”

Page 9

Hayley Wizig,
hayley@cntschool.orgRELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

        CNT’s Religious School youth groups
include NTTY (Ner Tamid Temple Youth)
for ninth to 12th graders who can also join a
TRIBE group and the madrichim program, 
TNT (Tweens of Ner Tamid) for sixth to
eighth graders, and IBN (Itty Bitty NTTY)
for third to fifth graders. 
        If you are a CNT Member, you can
enroll via:
www.lvnertamid.org/education/religious-
school
        If you are interested in becoming a
CNT Member and joining the Religious
School, please reach out to Roberta Unger,
runger@lvnertamid.org, or Hayley Wizig,
hayley@cntschool.org.

mailto:hayley@cntschool.org


        Bella Matrai will be called to the bimah as a Bat Mitzvah on
Saturday, September 9. She will be reading Parashat Nitzavim-
Vayeilech.
        Bella spent six years of her life growing up in Australia before
moving back to her hometown of Las Vegas in 2017.
        An avid performer since she was born, Bella has pursued her
dream of becoming a Hollywood actress and singer by appearing in 
a few Nickelodeon TV shows, numerous commercials, and leading
roles in musicals. Her proudest role was playing a religious 
Orthodox Jew in the TV show “Little America” in which she won 
the role by speaking about her Jewish heritage in her audition.
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B'NAI MITZVAH! Roberta Unger,
runger@lvnertamid.org

        Kinley McLaughlin will become a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday,
September 2. Her family, parents Dani and Brian, and younger sister
Caelyn, are all active members at the Temple. Caelyn attends Religious
School at CNT and Dani, who also grew up at CNT, serves as VP of
Membership and Programming on
the Temple’s Board of Directors. 

Mitzvah Project, she will be hosting “Kinley’s Dance Party,” featuring
DJ Dan Dog, on Sunday, September 10, from 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
All of the Religious School students are invited to attend. A minimum 
of $5 will be asked to donate for the entry fee. All donations will go
toward grocery store gift cards for Rabbi Sanford Akselrad and Cantor
Jessica Hutchings to give to those in need.

        Bella’s Mitzvah Project is donating to the Big Brothers and Sisters Program of Southern Nevada
which helps change kids’ perspectives and gives them the opportunity to reach their potential. She is
accepting donations of gently used clothing and house décor. Bella thanks you in advance for your
support.

        Kinley attends Bob Miller
Middle School and is in the 8th 
grade. When Kinley is not in school
she dances several times a week at
The Dance Zone. For Kinley’s 



        Congregation Ner Tamid’s Cantor Jessica Hutchings led The
Shabbatones through a riveting repertoire of greatest hit songs paired with
Jewish prayers at Greatest Hits Shabbat on Friday, August 18.
        CNT introduced the family-friendly Greatest Hits Shabbat last year to
showcase the music of high-profile bands with new high-energy
arrangements. Members of all ages sang on the bimah, danced in the aisles,
wore concert T-shirts, and dressed up like members of their favorite bands
during this encore performance. All enjoyed an extra special Baskin-
Robbins oneg after the Service.
        CNT welcomed Members and Non-Yet Members to learn more about
its social groups before the Service. Reps from CNT’s Chesed, Gift Shop,
Membership, MENSch Club, Nevadans for the Common Good, Sisterhood,
Social Action, and Seniors Program committees greeted attendees who also
got to pose in front of our Welcome to Fabulous Congregation Ner Tamid
backdrop. Plus, guests were given new refillable CNT water bottles (thanks
to the CNT Confirmation Class of 2023) to be used with CNT’s new Elkay
ezH2O water fountain in the Lobby. When using this new refillable
system, it will tell you how you’re helping to stop plastic pollution.

GREATEST HITS SHABBAT Roberta Unger,
runger@lvnertamid.org
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        Remnants of Hurricane Hilary didn’t deter  
Congregation Ner Tamid’s Posh Noshers Chavurah
from meeting up on Sunday, August 20, at Padrino’s,
a Latin Fusion restaurant in Henderson. All enjoyed
eachother’s company and gourmet Latin cuisine. If
you’d like to join a CNT Members Only Chavurah,
email cntchavurah@lvnertamid.org or register at:
www.lvnertamid.org/community/chavurah

Helene and
George Levine
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MEMBERSHIP Barney Tabach, barney@tabach.com 
Dani McLaughlin, dt.bromberg@gmail.com

Kelly and Jack
Bumgarner,
Marietta and

Mimi
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MEMBERSHIP Barney Tabach, barney@tabach.com 
Dani McLaughlin, dt.bromberg@gmail.com

VEGAS PBS Annual Tea
Saturday, December 16, 2023, 1:00 p.m. 

Four Seasons Hotel Las Vegas 
         It’s time for the Vegas PBS Annual Tea.
Enjoy tea, sweets, savories, and entertainment plus
take home a souvenir teacup and saucer.
        Donate $165 per person. 
        www.vegaspbs.org/tickets/#tea

CNT Members should contact
Vegas PBS Event Specialist Christina Wood

at (702) 799-1010, ext. 5375,
cwood@vegaspbs.org to reserve,

and say you are with CNT.

Straight No Chaser Concert
Friday, October 27, 2023, 7:30 p.m. 

Reynolds Hall in The Smith Center 
        Vegas PBS welcomes the phenomenon
that is Straight No Chaser, the captivating
sound of nine unadulterated human voices
coming together to make extraordinary music
that is moving people in a fundamental sense...
and with a sense of humor.
        Donate $89 per person for an orchestra
seat including a pre-show soundcheck.
        www.vegaspbs.org/tickets/#straight

Matteo Bocelli Concert
Saturday, November 25, 2023, 7:30 p.m. 

Reynolds Hall in The Smith Center 
        Matteo Bocelli is an Italian singer and
songwriter and son of world-renowned Italian tenor
Andrea Bocelli. He is currently working on his first
record and is considered one of the most promising
emerging vocalists on the international pop scene.
        Donate $129 per person for an orchestra seat
including a pre-show meet and greet. Donate $109
per person for an orchestra seat.
        www.vegaspbs.org/tickets/#matteo

Rumours Of Fleetwood Mac –
Tribute Band Concert

Friday, September 29, 2023, 7:30 p.m.
Reynolds Hall in The Smith Center 

        Rumours of Fleetwood Mac, the world’s
finest Fleetwood Mac tribute band, is coming
to the stage in 2023 celebrating the very best of
the iconic band. Personally endorsed by Mick
Fleetwood, this concert is the ultimate tribute to
one of rock and roll’s most remarkable groups. 
        Donate $69 per person for orchestra seats.

www.vegaspbs.org/tickets/#fleetwood



7:00 p.m. – Selichot Service, Drum Circle, 
Kantor Patio and Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary

1:00 p.m. – Kever Dorot, King David Memorial Chapel and Cemetery

9:00 a.m. – Rosh Hashanah Tot Service, Solomon Beit Tefillah 
10:00 a.m. – Rosh Hashanah Youth Service, Solomon Beit Tefillah 
10:00 a.m. – **Rosh Hashanah Traditional Service, 
Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. – Rosh Hashanah Second Day Service, 
Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary 
Tashlich during and after Services, in the Courtyard

6:00 p.m. – *Kol Nidre Family Service, 
Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary 
8:15 p.m. – *Kol Nidre Traditional Service, 
Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary 
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7:00 p.m. – Serenity Shabbat, Changing of the Mantles, 
Kantor Patio and Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary

7:00 p.m. – *Erev Rosh Hashanah, Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary

9:00 a.m. – *Yom Kippur Tot Service, Solomon Beit Tefillah 
10:00 a.m. – Yom Kippur Youth Service, Solomon Beit Tefillah 
10:00 a.m. – **Yom Kippur Traditional Service, 
Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. – Yahrzeit Plaque Dedication, CNT’s King David 
Memorial Garden 
1:15 p.m. – Film (TBA)
3:00 p.m. – Healing Service, Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary 
4:00 p.m. – Afternoon Service, Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary 
5:15 p.m. – Yizkor Service, Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary 
6:15 p.m. – Neilah and Havdalah, Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary 



6:00 p.m. – Sisterhood’s Sisters in the Sukkah

6:00 p.m. – Sisterhood’s Challah in the Sukkah

6:00 p.m. – Simchat Torah Service, Celebration with The Shabbatones
in the Social Hall

7:00 p.m. – Serenity Shabbat Service, Joyce & Jerome Mack Sanctuary 

PARKING – For High Holy Days Services, our CNT Parking Lot will be reserved for all
Menorah level Members and Handicapped/ Special Permit Parking for vehicles with a 
state-issued handicap parking tag, license plate, or special permit. Additional parking will be
available across the street at the north end of the Kohl’s/ CVS parking lot. Shuttle Service to
and from the Temple will be available. Please do not park in front of any of the businesses. 
BABYSITTING SERVICES – Childcare is available for children aged 18 months to 
four-years-old in our Preschool area at no cost to your family for selected High Holy Days
Services. Just sign in your child and leave your cell phone number for contact. Pick-up is in
the same room at the end of Services. A light snack will be provided. Contact Farrah Tomaro
for more information at (702) 632-2250. 
ADDITIONAL TICKETS – CNT Members can purchase additional Service tickets for
immediate family members ONLY at $180 per person. Non-Members can purchase tickets
for $360 per person. Tickets are provided for Members in good standing. Please contact
Roberta Unger with questions at (702) 733-6292.
SANCTUARY DOORS – Our doors will open 15 minutes before each Service begins.
PRAYER BOOKS – If you have purchased High Holy Days Prayer Books, please bring
your own: Gold Books for Rosh Hashanah, Blue Books for Yom Kippur. Page 15PLEASE NOTE – For security reasons, all bags and personal items will be subject to search.

7:00 p.m. – Sukkot Shabbat in the Round, Service, in the Sukkah

8:45 a.m. – Torah Study in the Sukkah

10:00 a.m. – Sukkot Morning Service in the Sukkah

6:15 p.m. – Friday Night Shabbat in the Sukkah
7:15 p.m. – Sukkot Family Dairy Dinner

8:45 a.m. – Torah Study in the Sukkah
10:00 a.m. – Yizkor Service, Kantor Patio
10:00 a.m. – Sukkot Morning Service in the Sukkah 
6:00 p.m. – MENSch Club in the Sukkah
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SISTERHOOD Michelle Blank, 
cntsisterhoodlv@gmail.com

Sunday, September 10 – 9:30 a.m.
Apples and Honey Bags & Schmooze with Sisterhood

Our tradition continues of putting together Apple and Honey Bags to be given out on
Erev Rosh Hashanah. Refreshments will be served (of course).

Please RSVP by Wednesday, September 6, and let us know you will attend.
RSVP to our email or call Michelle (702) 460-0327.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE

Questions? Email us CNTSisterhoodlv@gmail.com
Facebook – Like us @lvcntsisterhood

Monday, October 2 – 6:00 p.m.
Sisters (little sisters and little brothers too!) in the Sukkot

Flyer inserted in this Bulletin for more information and to sign up.
A wonderful event is planned!

Thursday, October 5 – 6:00 p.m.
Flour Power | Challah in the Sukkah

Flyer inserted in this bulletin for more information and to sign up.
Hope you will join us!

Sunday, October 22 – 1:00 p.m.
Sisterhood Appreciation Luncheon

for all our members who have paid their dues for this year.
If you have not paid your dues, please do so! 

Our Annual Hanukkah & Holiday Bazaar 
Sunday, November 5 – 9:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

All your shopping for the holidays in one place, our famous homemade Cookie Court,
delicious Kugel and Latkes, Fund 4 Youth Raffle, and more! We are looking for vendors. 

If you are interested or know someone who might be, please let us know.

Our Sisterhood Board is always looking for new faces, new ideas, more help, and more involvement
in planning our many events each year. We welcome with open arms any Sisterhood member who

would like to join our meetings on the second Thursday of each month.
Would love to hear from anyone that is interested!

– Michelle Blank, President & Our CNT Sisterhood Board



Congregation Ner Tamid’s Sisterhood Mark L. Fine and
Family Gift Shop has gifts for all of life’s occasions –

marriage, new home, Bar and Bat Mitzvah, and new baby. 
We’re celebrating the New Year by featuring many 

High Holy Days items for sale including 
apple and honey dishes, shofars, 

and soft Rosh Hashanah plush toy playsets for kids.
      

There is also a selection of clearance items.
CNT Religious School students receive 20% off tallit.

CNT Sisterhood Members receive 10% off 
regular-price items.
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SISTERHOOD

CHESED Shirley Kouffman,
kouffman@lvnertamid.org

Start the year right… Help the CNT Chesed (Caring) Committee!
We bring bags to Congregants who are homebound or in hospitals and
nursing homes. Each bag contains a round challah, apples, and honey.

Please help with a donation. We would be happy to receive any donation to
bring cheer at this time of year!

(Please contact us if your child or grandchild is in college. We send wishes
and a surprise to them four holiday times a year!)

Shirley Kouffman, Chesed Committee Chairperson
Skouffman@lvnertamid.org, or leave a message at Temple: (702) 733-6292

The Gift Shop is open Fridays, 45 minutes before services, and on Sundays from 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
when Sunday school is in session. Or call for a convenient appointment: (702) 755-1737.

Proceeds support our Fay Schoenfeld Fund 4 Youth scholarships for CNT Religious School students.
55 N. Valle Verde Dr., in Henderson

We invite you to buy a copy of Rabbi Akselrad’s new book Love in the Time of Corona at 
CNT’s Gift Shop. You can then get it signed by the author at CNT after Services or by appointment.

Books cost $15 each. They are also available on Amazon (bit.ly/42Hd1BO). 

Michelle Blank, 
cntsisterhoodlv@gmail.com

L’ Shanah Tovah!
From the Chesed

Committee



MENSCH CLUB Eric Polis,
menschprez@lvnertamid.org 
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        After a Board Meeting on Wednesday, September 6, at
CNT, the MENSch Club will “usher” in the High Holy Days
starting on Sunday, September 10, at 7:00 a.m., by raising
CNT’s Sukkah in the Kantor Patio. Help is always appreciated!
        And, if you’d like to help the MENSch Club and become an
usher during the High Holy Days Services, email
MenschPrez@gmail.com.
        After the Congregation participates in a month’s worth of
events in the Sukkah, the MENSch Club will celebrate at their
own gathering on Saturday, October 7, from 6:00 p.m. – 
7:30 p.m. On Sunday, October 8, at 7:00 a.m., the MENSch
Club will take down the Sukkah, and help is always welcomed.
Towards the end of the month, on Saturday, October 21, the
MENSch Club will relax at a Steak & Spirits event starting at
5:30 p.m. and encourages member to sign up to join in on the fun
night. 

CNT’s Trivia TuesdaysCNT’s Trivia TuesdaysCNT’s Trivia Tuesdays

For CNT Members and Non-Members Alike…For CNT Members and Non-Members Alike…For CNT Members and Non-Members Alike…
Mixed subjects – anything goes!Mixed subjects – anything goes!Mixed subjects – anything goes!
Tuesday, September 26, 2023Tuesday, September 26, 2023Tuesday, September 26, 2023

7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Virtual Trivia via Zoom on your computer.Virtual Trivia via Zoom on your computer.Virtual Trivia via Zoom on your computer.
RSVP to mindywadkins@me.com for the Zoom link andRSVP to mindywadkins@me.com for the Zoom link andRSVP to mindywadkins@me.com for the Zoom link and

super easy instructions to play.super easy instructions to play.super easy instructions to play.

For more information: www.lvnertamid.org/community/community-groups/mensch-club

mailto:menschprez@lvnertamid.org


        As Congregation Ner Tamid’s Seniors Program
nears its first anniversary, CNT’s Seniors Program
Coordinator Karen Marano has rebranded and
scheduled four more fun events to close out 2023. “Our
group will now be called ‘Senior Schmoozers,’” she
said. “Since we are seniors and the goal of our events is
for everyone to come out and socialize, throwing in the
great Yiddish word ‘schmooze’ in our name just
worked. Thank you to one of our Karen’s Dream Team
volunteers, Rona Mendelson, for the suggestion, and to
the whole team, Rona, Nan Spector, Stacey Lewis, and
Aydie Unger, for all their help throughout the year.”
        On Monday, September 11, the Senior
Schmoozers theme will be “Red, White, and Blue, and
You.” “Everyone usually remembers exactly where
they were on significant dates in history like on 9/11 

SENIOR SCHMOOZERS Karen Marano,
seniors@lvnertamid.org
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and we’ll share those memories,” Marano said. “Veterans will also be honored, so please send me a
photo of yourself in uniform at seniors@lvnertamid.org.”
        On Monday, October 23, CNT’s Senior Schmoozer will host a “Special One Year Anniversary
Party.” “We have grown from 35 attendees to 80-90 regular participants,” Marano said. “If you provide a
safe, engaging, and fun activity, people will come out to socialize.”
        On Monday, November 20, come celebrate with your CNT family at CNT’s “Pre-Thanksgiving
Turkey Bash.” “Serving Capriotti’s famous Bobbie, its Thanksgiving-on-a-bun sandwich, was such a big
hit last year that it is going to make a repeat appearance at our November event,” Marano said. “We are
also going to be treated to a chef’s lesson, work with flowers, and play games.”
        At the last Senior Schmoozers of 2023, on Monday, December 11, CNT will host “Party Chanukah
Style” where attendees will enjoy festive holiday-themed treats like kugel, games, and music. “CNT’s
Musical Educator in Residence and Preschool teacher Glori Rosenberger is going to come back again
this year for a sing-along of her favorite holiday songs,” Marano said. “She will also be bringing the
Kantor ECEC Preschoolers to perform and join in Chanukah activities with us.”
        All of CNT’s Senior Schmoozers events are held on Mondays, from 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m., and are
open to the public for those aged 65 and older. Admission is always free for CNT Members and there is a
$18 charge for Not-Yet Members. CNT’s Senior Schmoozers have been made possible by the generous
support of David Mizrahi in honor of his father Joseph Mizrahi. “We are grateful for his ongoing support
in making our program a success,” Marano said. “From my family to yours, I would like to wish
everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year. All good things!”
        To RSVP, go to Congregation Ner Tamid’s website, www.lvnertamid.org.

mailto:seniors@lvnertamid.org
http://www.lvnertamid.org/


ADULT EDUCATION
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        What happens when a Las Vegas Reform Jewish
Rabbi and a Las Vegas Presbyterian Pastor have a
conversation as friends? They discover that no matter
where you live, or what you believe, “Faith Matters.”
        Congregation Ner Tamid’s Rabbi Sanford
Akselrad and Green Valley Presbyterian Church’s
Reverend Dr. Adrian Doll debuted their new podcast
“Faith Matters” on Wednesday, August 23. All
podcast episodes will be available on CNT’s website,
www.lvnertamid.org/faith-matters, and GVPC’s
website, https://greenvalleypres.com/media/faith-
matters.
        The podcast’s premiere featured an hour-long
audio and video file documenting the two spiritual 

leader’s recent pulpit share that took place on Friday, July 14, at CNT, 55 N. Valle Verde Dr., and on
Sunday, July 16, at GVPC, 1798 Wigwam Pkwy.
        The podcast series will continue with intellectual conversations about why it’s important to keep
interfaith dialogue alive, reward and punishment, spiritual destiny, wisdom vs. knowledge, how to
attract young people to houses of worship, and if artificial intelligence will ever replace communities
of faith.
        “I think religion at its core teaches people to be more loving and caring and respectful of each
other,” Rabbi Akselrad said. “Reverend Doll and I, in our friendship, try to model that and we hope
that that comes forward in our podcasts. As our friendship deepens, even though we come from
different religious traditions, we find that how we approach matters of faith, responsibility,
spirituality, love, repentance, all these various topics that are part of the human condition, they're
approached in remarkably similar ways, but also in very different ways. And even in our differences,
we are able to learn from each other and find that there is wisdom in other faith traditions that don’t
contradict but actually amplify some of the things that we might personally believe.”
        “In an increasingly divisive world where dialogue and mutual understanding are rare, I value
opportunities to meet with colleagues from other faiths to discuss how we can work together for the
common good of our community,” Reverend Doll said. “Despite our differences, which Sandy and I
graciously acknowledge, we share a common desire to work together, learn from each other, and
grow together on our respective journeys of faith. As I often tell Sandy, ‘Thank you for helping me
become a better person of faith and a better Christian.’ I trust that in some small way, I have been
instrumental in helping him grow in faith and realize more and more of Adonai’s grace and love.”

Roberta Unger,
runger@lvnertamid.org



ADULT EDUCATION Roberta Unger,
runger@lvnertamid.org

Register now for two remaining sessions of Congregation Ner Tamid’s
Adult Education classes. Sign up on our website or calendar.

        Travel with Congregation Ner Tamid
and immerse yourself in the rich culture, tradition,

and beauty of Argentina,
from Wednesday, November 13 –
Wednesday, November 20, 2024.

On this trip, led by Rabbi Sanford Akselrad,
Cantor Jessica Hutchings,
and Cantor Pablo Duek,

discover Buenos Aires and its historical sites,
including the Jewish neighborhood of “Once” and its
magnificent synagogues. Journey to the magnificent

Iguazú Falls and take a day tour to a typical
Argentinian ranch –

even become a Gaucho for a day!

        Learn more and register now at:
        www.lvnertamid.org/travel-with-congregation-

ner-tamid-to-argentina

Cantor Pablo DuekRabbi Akselrad
Cantor Hutchings

REGISTER NOW FOR A TRIP OF A LIFETIME...



        Tom Vilsack may not have been thinking of Nevadans for the Common Good (NCG) when he
wrote that quote, but Nevadans for the Common Good has proven it to be true. Our work over the
years has made change happen! This includes taking on tough issues such as human trafficking, 
Meals on Wheels, payday loans, elder care and caregiving, and most recently, issues around housing
and mental health.
        During our Delegates Assembly on Thursday, June 29, members of NCG’s 37 institutions voted
to continue our work on housing and mental health. In addition, NCG members voted to include more
training sessions as a means of helping people understand community organizing and learn how to
increase the number of participants on their core teams. Training topics include:
        • Organizing Your Institution: What does a Core Team do? 
        • Recruiting and Retaining New Leaders: The Art of Conversation
        • Housing and Mental Health: Understanding the NCG Issue Agenda
        • How to Run an Effective Meeting: Action vs. Activity
        These trainings will help build a stronger coalition and with that, greater ability to make the
impossible possible.
        Won’t you join us?
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Congregation Ner Tamid’s 50th Anniversary
Celebration Dates And Events

Will Be Announced Soon...
Please volunteer for our many committees 

that will steer this joyous celebration and impact our Temple’s future 
for generations to come.

Contact Roberta Unger at runger@lvnertamid.org

NEVADANS FOR THE COMMON GOOD Dorie Kirtman, dbdb2@hotmail.com
Susan Sernoe, sus830@centurylink.net
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SOCIAL ACTION Cindy Jensen,
ckjensen@cox.net

        Each New Year, the Social Action Committee collects
non-perishable food to be donated to Jewish Family
Services to help those in need.
        Please help by filling bags, boxes, or cars with non-
perishable food and personal care items (please make sure
your donations have not expired). 
        From Friday, September 15, to Tuesday,
September 26, please take your donations to CNT
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Friday
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and before and after Services.
        We are thrilled to have recently received notice from
the Gift of Life Marrow Registry that the life of a 47-year-
old man battling Myelodysplastic Disorder was saved by
someone who donated through one of CNT’s Gift of Life
drives. This is the third person who has received a gift of
life from a donor at Congregation Ner Tamid. It is
miraculous how a life can be saved as a result of the few
minutes it takes to register and swab. Please watch for our
next Gift of Life drive and perhaps you, too, can give the
gift of life.

YIZKOR MEMORIAL TRIBUTE BOOK
Deadline: September 8, 2023

Our format is the same as last year:
Full Page: 7.75” x 11” $500 (up to 54 names plus inscription)
Half Page: 7.75” x 5.5” $370 (up to 27 names plus inscription)

One Third Page: 7.75” x 3.5” $180 (up to 18 names plus inscription)
One Quarter Page: 3.88” x 5.5” $72 (up to 10 names plus inscription)

One Eighth Page: 7.75” x 2.5” $72 (up to 6 names plus inscription)
Lines: $18 per name, maximum 4 names per “Remembered By.”

Due to printing deadlines, we will NOT be able to accept any Tributes
after the deadline. As a reminder, payment must be submitted with

your Tribute. If you need more information, please feel free to contact
Roberta at (702) 733-6292 or runger@lvnertamid.org.

SOCIAL ACTION 
MEET & GREET

Tuesday, October 3, 2023
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

CNT’s Social Hall

Let's Get To Know Eachother
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CNT ADVERTISERS Roberta Unger,
runger@lvnertamid.org

2697 E. Eldorado Ln. 
Las Vegas

(702) 464-8570

KingDavidLV.com

2 FOR 4 GRAVESITES
AVAILABLE FOR SALE
Adjacent in the Jewish section of

Palm Cemetery on Eastern Avenue.

RARE OPPORTUNITY IN THE 
ALMOST SOLD-OUT

GARDEN OF ETERNAL PEACE.
Each includes plot, vault, marker,

opening, and closing.
Willing to negotiate.

IF INTERESTED PLEASE CALL
ANDY AT (702) 938-5115
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KING DAVID MEMORIAL GARDEN Roberta Unger, 
runger@lvnertamid.org

When a loved one passes away, Jewish tradition teaches us
to remember them annually by lighting

a candle on the date of their passing, or Yahrzeit.
We honor and show our love for the departed and

remember that those who have passed away never truly
leave us as long as we hold them in our hearts and adopt

their life lessons into our own daily lives.
If you’d like to pay homage to a loved one,

add their name to our Rows of Remembrance.
To reserve or to purchase a Yahrzeit plaque

for future engraving, please contact
Roberta Unger, (702) 733-6292, runger@lvnertamid.org,

to ensure your loved one’s name is etched in stone.

Regina Baker,
rbaker@lvnertamid.orgTRIBUTES

Todah rabah! Thank you to the following who provided contributions to Congregation Ner Tamid
between July 9, and August 8, 2023. We appreciate all donations, but in order for a 

Yahrzeit donation to be listed in the Bulletin, your donation must be a minimum of $18.

Adult Education

Debra and Steve Luce
in honor of

Pamela Henderson

General Fund
  

Dina Gorlick
in honor of Regina Baker

Dina Gorlick
in honor of Tonia Kapel

Marilyn Kapel
in memory of Allen Brown

The Zolloto Family
in honor of the birth of their
newest cousin Elliot Ike Fine

Rabbi Akselrad
Discretionary Fund

Melissa and David Chenin
in honor of

Hadley Chenin’s Bat Mitzvah
 

Illisa and Eric Polis
in honor of

Adina Polis’ Bat Mitzvah

Cantor Hutchings
Discretionary Fund

Melissa and David Chenin
in honor of

Hadley Chenin’s Bat Mitzvah

Beth Molasky and Ken Cornell in
honor of Cantor’s Leukemia

Lymphoma Society Hike

Illisa and Eric Polis
in honor

of Adina Polis’ Bat Mitzvah

Join us Monday, September 25, at 12:30 p.m.,
for our Yahrzeit Plaque Dedication in
CNT’s King David Memorial Garden



Irene Auspitz             
Florence Cowan 
Rose Cowan               
Wally Cowan             
Gertrude DeStefano    
Illene Diamond          
Jacob Dunn                
Roberta Price             
Irene Eckert               
Russell Fletcher 
Bessie Freeman          
Estelle Ginsberg 
David Hammer          
Ilse Jonas                   
Laura Paper                
Estelle Borochoff       
Dick Heimann            
Gladys Ehrlich           
Alberta Goldstein       
Gil Shaw                    
Ben Naft                    
Debra Blinder            
Irene Schatz               
Arlyne Gerstler          
Bernice Diwald          
Harry Diwald             

Lillian Auspitz
Glen Cowan
Glen Cowan
Glen Cowan
Jay DeStefano 
Renee Diamond
Joan and Leslie Dunn
Joan and Leslie Dunn
Susan and Stephen Eckert
Lori and Steve Fletcher
Barbara Freeman
Larry Ginsberg
Bernice Hammer
Bernice Hammer and Jeff Jonas
Bernice Hammer and Jeff Jonas
Shelia and Sam Harding
Mary Heimann
Shirley and Tony Kouffman
Rona and David Mendelson
Rona and David Mendelson
Richard Naft
Tootsie and Bob Popowcer
Madeline F. Schatz
Beth and Ben Sprague
Ellen, Brad and Alex Sternhill
Ellen, Brad and Alex Sternhill

Art Marshall – Congregant, 
Father of Cari Marshall and Todd Marshall

YAHRZEITS Regina Baker,
rbaker@lvnertamid.org
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Walter Bass – Father of Valerie Catallozzi

Faye Cohen – Sister of Ann Brandt

Bob Shafran – Congregant, husband of Beverly Shafran



Rabbi Sanford D. Akselrad
rabbak@lvnertamid.org

Cantor Jessica Hutchings
cantor@lvnertamid.org

Edward Simon, Executive Director
esimon@lvnertamid.org

Roberta Unger, Managing Director
runger@lvnertamid.org

Farrah Berlin-Tomaro, Director of Kantor ECEC
ftomaro@lvnertamid.org

Hayley Wizig, Family and Education Director
hayley@cntschool.org

Leslie T. Snadowsky,
Programming and Communications Coordinator

lsnadowsky@lvnertamid.org

Tanya Urbina, Administrative Assistant
turbina@lvnertamid.org

Laural Reznik, Accountant
lreznik@lvnertamid.org

Karen Marano, Seniors Program Coordinator
seniors@lvnertamid.org

Lee Posey, Maintenance

Kita Howard, Maintenance

President, Michael Levy
mll63@yahoo.com

Executive VP Administration, Jim Mason
jim@taylor-usa.com

VP Ways and Means, Andrea Harris
andrea.harris@cbvegas.com

VP Youth and Education, Deanna DeArkland
deannadearkland@gmail.com

VP Membership Recruitment, Barney Tabach
barney@tabach.com

VP Membership Programming, Dani McLaughlin
dt.bromberg@gmail.com

VP Social Action, Cindy Jensen
socialaction@cntsocialaction.com

Treasurer, Aaron Saiewitz
asaiewitz@gmail.com

Corporate Secretary, Brian Pence
pencebj@yahoo.com

Ex-Officio – Rabbi Sanford Akselrad
Ex-Officio – Cantor Jessica Hutchings

Ex-Officio – Executive Director Edward Simon

TRUSTEES
Del Acosta, Jolie Brislin, David Cherry, Rich Greenis,
Becky Guidry, Alan Mann, Shannon Martin, Jon Perry

Eric Polis, Paul Schiffman

Michelle Blank, Sisterhood President
Eric Polis, MENSch Club President

Don Ross
Mindy Unger Wadkins

Sen. Jacky Rosen
Bob Unger

Bruce Matza
Harry Sax

Marla Letizia
Scott Stolberg

Stewart Blumenfeld
Drew Levy

Jerry Gordon

Page 27

CNT STAFF AND EXECUTIVE BOARD

Monday – Thursday......9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Friday............................9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Phone............................(702) 733-6292
FAX..............................(702) 733-8553
After Hours...................(702) 733-6292

Eileen Kollins
Cal Lewis

Kenneth Schnitzer
Dr. David Wasserman

Jeff Kahn
Dr. Steve Kollins

Hon. Michael Cherry
Dr. Bernard Farrow
*David Goldwater

*Eugene Kirschbaum
 

*Deceased

Monday – Friday..........8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Phone............................(702) 632-2250



55 N. Valle Verde Dr.
Henderson, NV  89074

(702) 733-6292    
www.lvnertamid.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


