
Marilyn Glaser  - President (since 2016) 
 
Raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., Marilyn spent most of her life in Laurel, MD, followed by 6 
years in Israel, and finally came to Solivita in 2011. 
By profession, she is a Registered Nurse. She worked clinically as a Post-Anesthesia 
nurse, and progressed to becoming Director of Education for the hospital before retiring. 
She earned a BSN, and a Masters degree in Education during her career of 45 years in 
nursing, 30 of them at the same hospital. During her years in Post-Anesthesia nursing, 
she helped found the American Society of Post-Anesthesia (now Peri- Anesthesia) 
Nurses (ASPAN), and was the fourth National President.  Before retiring, she was 
awarded the Nurse of Excellence award from Nursing magazine,  nominated by her 
peers, and selected by the magazine staff. Another of her professional achievements 
has been as the Team Nurse for the American Team to the Maccabiah (Jewish 
Olympics) and other Maccabi Games internationally, from 1981 to the present. 
  
While living in Maryland, she became involved in a little synagogue (barely 50 families), 
known then as the Jewish Congregation of Laurel. She was Sisterhood President for 
several years. She made her first trip to Israel during those years. The Congregation 
was seeking a Hebrew name, and she was so impressed with the (then) relatively new 
version of Oseh Shalom, that she suggested it as a name, and to this day, Oseh 
Shalom thrives as a 500+ member Reconstructionist synagogue. She served on the 
committees for the building of two new homes for the congregation, and was the 
President during the design, construction, and opening of the present architectural 
award-winning current temple. 
  
Her love for, and interest in Judaism, led her to live in Israel. There she experienced 
orthodox, conservative, modern conservative, and progressive (reform) Jewish practice. 
  
Marilyn holds life membership in Hadassah, honorary life membership at Oseh Shalom 
and ASPAN, and is a Board Member of Maccabi USA, as well as being a Past 
President of the Shalom Club in Solivita. 
  
Peter Simonson - First Vice-President 
 
Pete moved to Kissimmee with his parents in 1959 when his Father retired from the 
U.S. Army – he attended public schools in Osceola County and is a Mass 
Communications major at UCF.  Pete retired in 1997 from the Kissimmee Police Dept. 
as a Division Commander (23 years of service) and worked 20 years as an instructor for 
the Florida Safety Council.  He is married to Anne Simonson (who is also a retired 
police officer) and together they have 3 grown children and 5 grandchildren.   
 
Douglas Goodman – Second Vice-President  
 
After 33 years in education, last as an assistant principal, in the New York City school 
system, NY, Doug retired and in 2006 relocated to Florida. 
  



Frank Gutworth  -  Treasurer 
 
Raised in New Milford, NJ, Frank spent most of his life in northern New Jersey, before 
retiring to Solivita in 2019. He has more than 35 years of corporate tax and treasury 
experience, most of which was while employed by a mid-sized medical device 
manufacturer. 
 
Frank holds a Master's Degree in Business Administration from Fairleigh Dickinson 
University, and is a CPA (NJ).  He currently is a member of many clubs in Solivita, and 
enjoys local concerts, shows, and frequent trips to Disney. 
 
 
 
Lorie Pearce – Recording Secretary 
 
Born and raised in Jersey City, New Jersey, married to Paul in 1978 and moved to 
Lyndhurst, NJ (right next door to Giant Stadium) then moved to Margate, Fl in 1985, 
Boynton Beach, Fl in 2014 and to Solivita in 2019. 
Lorie was given an opportunity to attend Yeshiva High school despite not having any 
Hebrew education so spent nine months in an intense Hebrew language tutorial to 
become fluent. Towards the end of junior year Lorie wrote and won an essay contest for 
a seven week work/travel program to Israel where she used her Hebrew skills while 
working on a Kibbutz. 
 
Lorie worked for American Express for twenty years in their Credit Operations 
Department, starting as a call center representative and worked her way up to Quality 
Control Consulting (preparing detailed documentation on procedures as a reference tool 
for her department and to submit to SEC for regulatory compliance) and Team Leader.  
Lorie’s last 12 years of employment was as a Medical Coder/Auditor, working with 
multiple physicians to ensure that patient records were properly documented and billed 
to various insurance providers. 
 
Lorie was an active member B’nai Brith Youth and Hillel. Her love of the Jewish faith 
continued as an active member/officer in her local Shul in Rutherford, NJ and is now 
dedicating her enthusiasm to our congregation. 
 
 


