
Dear [name] 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Board of Directors with an update on our temple Covid-19 policies. After 
careful consideration and consultation with our CBS members - Dr. Alan Ehrlich (Board of Heath, 
Westborough and Associate Professor of Family Medicine and Community Health, UMass Medical 
School), Dr. Andrea Ciaranello (Infectious Disease specialist, Mass General, and Associate Professor of 
Medicine at Harvard Medical School), and Dr. Lloyd Fisher (UMass Pediatrics)  - we have decided to 
rescind the requirement that all entering Congregation B’nai Shalom, including Religious School 
students, be fully vaccinated. 
 
Throughout the pandemic we have been led in all of our decisions by the best science that has been 
available to us. As a result, we still strongly advocate for vaccination and boosters for all who are 
eligible. Vaccination remains the best way to minimize the risk of severe illness or death and MIS-C  
(Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children), and current studies indicate that it likely lessens the 
risks of long Covid. In the 3 months following a booster, being vaccinated also against Covid boosts one’s 
protection from being infected as compared to not being vaccinated, and therefore reduces the risk of 
transmission to others. Prevention of transmission to others had been our primary goal in establishing 
our vaccine requirement, in keeping with our values of sharing the responsibility to keep each other 
safe.  
 
However, the rationale for removing a mandate is due to the following considerations: 

• We are a highly vaccinated population, both in this area of MA and even more so within our 
congregational membership. 

• Newer Covid variants have led to more breakthrough cases among vaccinated people, especially 
as time passes from the last booster, and vaccinated individuals who contract Covid can 
transmit it to others. A vaccination mandate without additional directives or enforcement on 
recent boosters is of limited additional benefit at this time. 

 
At this time, we are also continuing flexible masking, and are currently leaving it to individuals to choose 
whether to mask or not.  We also continue to expect that anyone with symptoms of illness will remain 
at home until they have taken a rapid test that is negative and will wear a mask at the temple until their 
symptoms resolve. In this way we help to protect our community not only from the impact of Covid, but  
of other illness too. 
 
We will continue to be guided by the science, which continues to evolve, and will continue to make 
adjustments to our policies as local conditions and new science emerges. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or our Executive Director, Steve Winer, with any questions about 
this policy change. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judy Kalman, President 
 
 
 
 
 


