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Rabbi Marc Spivak
President Michael Diamond
Rabbinic Intern Brian Chernigoff

SHABBAT KIDDUSH: The Kiddush this week is sponsored by
the Shul.
RABBI’S SHI’URIM: Rabbi Marc Spivak’s series of
Shi’urim on ‘Controversial Issues’ continues this week
between Mincha and Maariv. The Rabbi’s Weekly
Zoom Shi’ur continues this Wednesday, time to be
announced. Many of Rabbi Spivak’s weekly Shi’urim
can be found on his YouTube channel. The shi’ur will
be available on the following Zoom link:
https://www.congregationohrtorah.org/zoom.
Our condolences to Sam and Annie Goldfischer on the
passing of their son-in-law Jonathan Newcome’s father.
May the mourners be comforted together with the
mourners of Zion.
WOMEN’S LEARNING AT OHR TORAH: The Women's Shi’ur for this week
is scheduled for Tuesday, January 10th, 12:30pm at Ohr Torah. For more
information, you can contact Debbie Druce, deborahdruce@gmail.com.
OHR TORAH SHABBAT CHILDREN’S GROUPS: Children ages 6 and younger
meet in our Torah Tots room while those ages 7 and
older meet in our youth lounge. Check out our youth
library! Groups include age-appropriate davening,
Parshah trivia, and prizes. Parents are expected to pick their children up as
soon as davening ends. For more info, any questions, email our youth director: OhrTorahYouthDirector@gmail.com.
TRIBAL TRIUMPH FOR THE CHILDREN: A special program for the younger
set, this Shabbat at Ohr Torah starting around 9:30am. See page 6.
FAMILY FILM AT THE JCC: Experience the family classic, An American
Tail on the big screen at JCC MetroWest and join PJ Library for a Mitzvah
of the Moment! Sunday, January 8, 2pm. Registration preferred. Recommended for children ages 5 and up (80 mins). For more information:
https://jccmetrowest.org/event/j-films-american-tail/. Free admission.

Schedule 01/06 – 01/13
01/06 Erev Shabbat, Friday
Shacharit
7:30am
Candle Lighting
4:26pm
Mincha/Maariv
4:30pm
Shkia
4:44pm
01/07 Shabbat
Shacharit
Latest Shema
Mincha
Maariv
Shabbat ends
01/08 Sunday
Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv

9:00am
9:42am
4:20pm
5:21pm
5:31pm
8:15am
4:35pm

01/09 Monday

Shacharit
Maariv

7:20am
10:00pm
01/10 Tuesday

Shacharit
Maariv

7:30am
10:00pm
01/11 Wednesday

Shacharit
Maariv

7:30am
10:00pm
01/12 Thursday

Shacharit
Maariv

7:20am
10:00pm

01/13 Friday Erev Shabbat
Shacharit
7:30am
Candle Lighting
4:33pm
Mincha/Maariv
4:40pm
Shkia
4:51pm

Hanukkah Weekend at
Ohr Torah, See page 5
Eruv Hotline: (973) 736-1407

Ohr Torah Sisterhood Events and Donations
Sisterhood Tribute Fund:
Please consider making a donation to honor or in memory of someone in any of the following categories. Tributes—$5; Sefer Fund—$10;
Youth Fund—$18; Siddur or Machzor—$40; Chumash—$60. For more information, please contact Debbie Druce deborahdruce@gmail.com.
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YAHRZEITS January 07 - 13
14 Tevet: Jordan Fersel for his Grandmother, Goldie bat Yechezkel, Goldie Fessel, on
Shabbat, January 7
15 Tevet: Marc Spivak for his Grandmother,
Esther Faiga bat Yishayahu, Florence Fliegelman, on Sunday, January 8
17 Tevet: Jordan Fersel for his Grandfather, Chayim Mordechai ben Yehuda Zundl, Max Fessel, on Tuesday, January 10
17 Tevet: Alitta Irwin for her Husband, Avraham ben Tzvi,
Abraham Irwin, on Tuesday, January 10
18 Tevet: Jacob Poleyeff for his Father, HaRav Yisroel ben
HaRav Moshe Aharon, Rabbi Israel Poleyeff, on Wednesday,
January 11
MAY THEIR NESHAMOT HAVE AN ALIYAH
For changes/corrections to this list, please contact Tami Lefkovits or
send an e-mail to : office@congregationohrtorah.org

Rosh Chodesh Shevat Monday Jan. 23
Tu B’Shevat Monday Feb. 06
Rosh Chodesh Adar Tues/Wed Feb. 21/22
SECURITY DETAIL: Volunteers are needed to pitch in
and work with the security guards to secure our
shul on Shabbat. The entire commitment is 1/2
hour inside. It is unfair to expect the same 4-5
people to volunteer every single Shabbat. Please
sign up to take a 1/2 hour security shift over the
next few weeks. For more information:
congregationohrtorah.org/security.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Items for the Newsletter must be submitted before 4:00pm on the
Wednesday before publication date. Anything submitted after that time will be considered for the following issue. We also encourage our members to
include a picture with their Mazal Tov announcements. Email items to:
shabbatnewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org

WHATS APP GROUPS: General Announcements: To join
the Ohr Torah General Announcements group, go to
http://congregationohrtorah.org/whatsapp. on your mobile phone (be sure WhatsApp is installed first) and tap
the "Join Chat" button. Alternatively, email Tami
(office@congregationohrtorah.org) or David Goldstein
(davesmail@golddave.com) with the phone number you
use with WhatsApp and they will add you to the group.
MINYAN HELP: Help us make a minyan by joining the
WhatsApp group for alerts when the shul needs help. To
join this group, please go to:
http://congregationohrtorah.org/minyanwhatsapp
(be sure WhatsApp is installed first) and tap the "Join
Chat" button. Alternatively, you can email Bruce
Schlanger (Bruce.Schlanger@gmail.com) or email David
Goldstein (davesmail@golddave.com) with the phone
number you use with WhatsApp and they will add you to
the group.
SENDING IN A CHECK FOR A PAYMENT TO OHR TORAH?
Assist us in our record keeping by writing on the memo
line or include a note about the reason for the check.
Also, remember that mail should always be sent to PO
Box 6169, West Orange, NJ 07052, and not to 270 Pleasant Valley Way. Thank you!
VIRTUAL TZEDAKAH BOX: Make a recurring donation for
any amount at the frequency of your choosing similar to
how you may put money in an actual Tzedakah Box. The
Virtual Tzedakah Box is available by following this link:
https://www.congregationohrtorah.org/
virtualtzedakah
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Rabbi Marc Spivak rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org
Office: Tami Lefkovits office@congregationohrtorah.org
Board: board@congregationohrtorah.org
Men’s Club President: Leron Thumim, Leron.Thumim@gmail.com
Sisterhood President: pending
Chesed: Rabbi Spivak, Tami Lefkovits
Shiva Assistance: Rabbi Robert Grosberg
Shiva Meals: Gail Bukiet
Building Committee: Arnold Barton
Subscription Requests: listserv@congregationohrtorah.org
Monthly Calendar: Tami Lefkovits, office@congregationohrtorah.org
Newsletter: ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org
Reading Torah: Avi Klein, otlaining@congregationohrtorah.org
Scheduling Calendar: Tami Lefkovits, e-mail to
Schedule@congregationohrtorah.org
Tributes/Siddurim/Chumashim/Machzorim Donations: Debbie Druce
Bookplate Design-Bar, Bat Mitzvah Inscriptions: Debbie Druce
Yahrtzeit/Tree of Life Plaques: Jack Rosen
Youth Committee: Leron Thumim and Chavi Trenk (co-chairs)
leron.Thumim@gmail.com and ebtrenk@gmail.com
Youth Director: Josh Leichter Youth@congregationohrtorah.org
Newsletter Advertising: Howard Charish
advertising@congregationohrtorah.org
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By Rabbi Benji Myers
At the end of Yaakov’s life, shortly
before he passes from this world, he gathers his sons
around him to bless them. While for most of the sons
it’s clear that these are indeed blessing; for the first
three – Reuven, Shimon and Levi – it’s not so clear-cut.
I would like to address the words spoken to Shimon
and Levi, and to understand them in light of future
history, the emergence of Moshe and the blessings
that Moshe bestowed on the tribes at the end of his
life.
Yaakov, with his sons around him, turns to his second
and third born:
“Shimon and Levi are brothers; their weapons are
tools of lawlessness. Let not my person be included in
their council, let not my being be counted in their assembly. For when angry they slay men, and when desirous they maim oxen. Cursed be their anger so
fierce, and their wrath so relentless. I will divide them
in Jacob, scatter them in Israel.” (Bereishit 49:5-7)

 ְבסֹ ָדם אַ ל ָתב ֹא:יהם
ֶ ִׁש ְמעֹון וְלֵ וִׁי אַ ִׁחים כְ לֵ י ָח ָמס ְמ ֵכר ֵֹת
ּוב ְר ֹצנָם
ִׁ נ ְַפ ִׁשי ִׁב ְק ָהלָ ם אַ ל ֵת ַחד כְ ב ִֹׁדי כִׁ י ְבאַ פָ ם ָה ְרגּו ִׁאיש
 אָ רּור אַ פָ ם כִׁ י עָ ז וְעֶ ְב ָר ָתם כִׁ י ָק ָש ָתה אֲ ַח ְל ֵקם:ִׁע ְקרּו שֹור
)ז- ה, (בראשית פרק מט:ְביַעֲ קֹ ב וַאֲ ִׁפיצֵ ם ְבי ְִׁש ָראֵ ל
Rashi notes that their description as “brothers” is not
merely a biological statement, but rather that they
were in sync when it came to their treatment of the
people of Shechem following the rape of Dina, and
also in their approach to their younger brother, Yosef.
It is their actions and united front that led their father
to send them away, eternally, with these words ringing
in their ears. It seemed at the time, following their assault on Shechem, that Shimon and Levi had the final
word, “Will our sister be treated like a harlot?” (Bereishit 43:31) ֹאמרּו ַהכְ זֹונָה יַעֲ ֶשה אֶ ת
ְ ַוי
.) לא, (בראשית פרק לד:חֹותנּו
ֵ ֲ אYaakov saved his
ringing rebuke of them for the end, ensuring that his
words will reverberate not only in the heads of his
sons, but throughout the generations.
However, by the time Moshe comes to bless the
tribes, we note something curious. Levi is blessed in
glowing terms, and receives one of the lengthiest
blessings, second only to Yosef. The tribe has transformed and become a mainstay within the Jewish peo-

ple. Shimon, on the other hand, is conspicuous in his
absence. There is no direct mention of the tribe at all
at the end of the book of Devarim. It’s as if the tribe
has ceased to exist. So while we have one tribe that
has flourished and achieved a pinnacle within the hierarchy of the Jewish nation, the other has effectively
disappeared from view.
Rabbi Yitzchak Caro (1458-1535, Rabbi Yosef Caro’s
uncle) in his commentary Toldot Yitzchak raises an
interesting question. Yaakov gave his sons their blessings through the Divine spirit – ruach hakodesh – that
rested upon him. If so, why didn’t he separate Levi
from Shimon? After all, a few short years later the
greatest prophet the world has known will emerge
from this tribe. The first High Priest and his descendants who will serve in the Tabernacle and later the
Temple will come forth.
Shimon, however, doesn’t produce the progeny that
comes close to matching Moshe, Aharon, Miriam,
Pinchas and more. In fact, during the time in the wilderness, it was the leadership from the tribe of
Shimon that brought shame to the nation which precipitated the plague that cost the lives of 24,000 people. Why didn’t Yaakov know that this is what would
happen, and therefore already at the initial stage of
his words distinguish Levi from Shimon, blessing one
while admonishing the other?
He answers that Yaakov did in fact see that in the future both good and bad would emanate from these
two brothers, these two tribes. He saw them as one
unit, and therefore, unlike with all the other brothers
who received individual messages and blessings, he
had no choice but to speak to them as one.
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch (1808-1888) emphasizes, together with a number of other commentators,
the fact that they were brothers, united in thought
and action.
“There is a clear delineating line in Shimon and Levi,
one that equipped them especially to head any future
leadership. They’re brothers and displayed this sense
of brotherhood to its fullest extent. They truly feel
that any evil that befalls the smallest member of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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family [Dina] has happened to them. There is no
selfishness or self-centeredness, just a feeling of
brotherhood.”

more, Zimri sinned most egregiously and it was only
another Levite, Pichas, who put a stop to Zimri’s public desecration of God’s name.

 שהיה מכשיר אותם,באופיים של שמעון ולוי מתגלה קו
 והם, הם אחים.בייחוד לעמוד בראש ההנהגה העתידה
 מחוברים זה אל זה:” גילו רגש אחוה (משורש “ אחה
בחוט המאחד את כולם) במידה יתירה; עוול שנעשה
, בלא כל אנוכיות,לקטן שבמשפחה הרי הם חשים בו
כאילו נעשה להם (רש”ר הירש בראשית פרק מט פסוק
)ה

This strength of character, the zeal, says Rav Hirsch,
is what kept the Jewish flame alive throughout our
long exile. We needed people throughout our long
history of persecution to stand up and be counted, to
keep the fire of Judaism burning. The danger comes
when the goal is a negative one. This is why Yaakov
spread them throughout the Jewish people, both in
the Land of Israel and also throughout Jewish history
and geography. It’s vital that they create bonds of
brotherhood, that they help fan the flames of Jewish
pride. And yet, if they are centralized, they run the
risk of letting their zeal overtake, of letting the fires
spread indiscriminately.

The Toldot Yitzchak is correct in his assessment of
Shimon and Levi. They share a bond of kinship and
brotherhood that is second to none, and therefore
they are inseparable in life and also in prophetic visions. It is their strength of character, their sense of
right and wrong, that enabled them to outwit and kill
the men of Shechem. But it was the same strengths
that, after the sin of the Golden Calf allowed Levi to
once again take up the sword and this time bring it
down on his own brethren. This is the critical juncture. While Levi heeded Moshe’s cry to take up arms
to sanctify God’s name, Shimon did not. Further-

As such, we need to reexamine Yaakov’s words. He
does not curse the brothers. He curses their anger
and wrath, he curses the tools – swords – that they
use to exact vengeance. Not because there is no
place for weaponry, but because they became blinded by their rage and allowed the weapons to overtake them.

Yaakov’s words are both a mission statement and a
challenge.
Shmueli Roskavich is a photographer
from a well-known national magazine.
He gets an assignment to cover a massive forest fire in
California. When Shmueli arrives, he realizes that the
smoke is so thick that it would seriously impede or
make it impossible for him to photograph anything
from the ground. He requests permission from his editor to rent a plane and take photos from the air.
Shmueli arrives at the airport and sees a plane warming up near the gate. He jumps in with his camera bag
and shouts, "Let's go!"
The pilot swings the little plane into the wind, and
within minutes they are in the air. With his camera in
hand Shmueli gives the command, "Fly over the forest
and make two or three low passes so I can take some
pictures."
"Why?" asks the pilot.
"Because I am a photographer," he responds, "and
photographers take photographs."
The pilot was silent for a moment; finally, he stammers, "You mean you're not the flight instructor?"

In our daily interactions, we must be careful to speak
of actions rather than people. We must be careful to
keep things in perspective and ask constantly whether our actions will enhance or diminish God’s name in
the world. Above all, we must be like brothers, displaying a keen sense of awareness for the vulnerable,
downtrodden and persecuted, and helping them
where we can while not losing sight of who we are –
“ –  ו “ ַמ ְמלֶ כֶת כֹהֲ נִׁ ים וְגֹוי ָקדֹוש,“ שמות פרק יטa
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (Shmot 19:6).
Rabbi Benjy Myers holds a Jewish Studies degree
from LSJS and studied at Yeshivat HaKibbutz HaDati,
receiving Semicha from the Israeli Chief Rabbinate.
He spent five years on shlichut in Dallas, TX, at Akiba
Academy, as a member of the Community Kollel of
Dallas and Rav Shaliach of Bnei Akiva and as Director
of Congregation Shaare Tefilla. Rabbi Myers served as
a Jewish Cultural Facilitator in Jerusalem, part of the
Yachad program. He is now as Director of Education
in Ohr Torah Stone’s Straus-Amiel Institute, where he
trains rabbis and educators for leadership positions
throughout the Jewish world.
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A message from Ohr Torah President, Michael Diamond
I've been thinking a lot about how wonderful last weekend was at Ohr Torah, and want to thank everyone who made it so special. We had a wonderful Chinese Shabbat dinner, which was attended by over 100 people who braved freezing temps to enjoy
the fantastic food. Of course, that was followed by Rabbi Ari Lamm giving one of the most fascinating talks I've ever heard, discussing the influence of study of Torah, Gemara and Zohar on both the founding principles of America and higher education
across the world.
Shabbat morning was a packed house (again despite the freezing temps) with wonderful Rosh Chodesh / Chanukah davening,
followed yet again by a great R' Lamm shiur. And, of course, a gala donut-filled kiddush co-sponsored by the Gruber Family,
Men's Club and Sisterhood.
Then, on Sunday was our annual Chanukah Carnival where we had over 35 families join us for fun games, food and prizes.
The weekend could not have been made possible without our team of volunteers and sponsors. The volunteers were really
overworked given that we had no hired help all week due to the holiday, and our full-time volunteer chef and logistics coordinator, Jay Goldberg was away for Shabbos.
A special thanks to Yoni Glatt, Leron and Karen Thumim, Sarah Diamond, Avi Hoffman, and Debra Spivak. Thanks to all our
sponsors for the dinner and scholar-in-residence, with a special thanks to the Strauss family for being our cornerstone sponsors.
Dinner Sponsors:
Thumim Family
Rutner Family
Kaplan Family
Trenk Family
Rosenblum Family
Diamond Family
Lando Family
Glatt Family
Newcombe Family
Magid Family
Cohen Family
This past weekend showed Ohr Torah at its best. Incredible social, educational, youth programming, and, of course, davening.
I'm hopeful that we can continue to create these events with all of your help. If you'd like to volunteer with youth, adult or
educational programming, please let me know.
Thank you and Shabbat Shalom, Mike Diamond, President - Congregation Ohr Torah
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HELP KEEP OHR TORAH SAFE, VOLUNTEER FOR
THE SECURITY DETAIL. SEE PAGE 2

VAYECHI
Yaakov blesses his sons
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