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SHABBAT KIDDUSH is sponsored in honor of Chaya Spool's Bat- Mitzvah. 
SEUDAH SH’LISHIT is sponsored by the Shul. 

To sponsor a Shabbat Kiddush or Seudah Sh’lishit at the Shul, please contact Tami Puder at 
office@congregationohrtorah.org. 

 

SEUDAH SH’LISHIT SPEAKER  will be Dr. Laurie Baumel, a physi-
cist from Yale University. She is from the Israel Action and Ad-
vocacy Committee and a Co-Chair of the NORPAC Mission. Dr. 
Baumel was a key player in obtaining US support for the Israeli 
Iron Dome system. 

MISHNA B’RURA CLASS with Rabbi Grosberg after Shabbat Mincha will be  
held this week in the Beit Midrash.  

RABBI SPIVAK’S WEEKLY CLASS will meet this Wednesday evening at 7:45pm 
following Maariv in the Beit Midrash.   

 Mazal Tov to Chaya Spool on her Bat Mitzvah.  Mazal Tov to her מזל טוב
parents, Shuly and Aaron and siblings Michael, Sammy & Dalia, to her grand-
parents Mark and Monda Spool and Donny and Rena Jurkowitz.    

KABBALAH CLASS: Ed Croman’s Kabbalah classes return for the Spring on the 
following days: March 19th (note the new date), April 2nd and 23rd, and May 
7th and 21st and June 4th. Classes meet on Thursdays from 7:30 to 9:00pm in 
the Beit Midrash. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Daughters of Israel Orthodox Shabbat Minyan. 
Meet at Congregation AABJD lobby at 8:00am to walk with group leaving at 
8:10am. Services and Kiddush are in the DOI chapel. For information and to 
RSVP contact: Alan Rubin at 862-485-7736. 

FOR THE LADIES: We need you to become part of our Sisterhood programming 
committee and help us plan for the future.  The Sisterhood would love to have 
your input in the scheduling and programming of Sisterhood events.  Please 
contact Bertha Sharret at rsharret@hotmail.com or give her a call. 

DISCOVER WEST ORANGE returns on the weekend of March 6th as the Ortho-
dox Community in W.O. showcases the many benefits of living in our town. 
See the Ad on Page 6. 

FOR SENIORS: Thursday, February 27, 1:30pm - NJSO concert matinee at 
NJPAC. Violinist Simone Porter. Repertoire: Mozart, Overture, Magic Flute, 
Mendelsohn violin concerto, Bruckner symphony 6. Tickets-$20.00, Bus-$10.00  
or carpool. RSVP: (973) 736-1407 x240. Meeting at 

Rabbi Marc Spivak, President David Goldstein, Rabbinic Intern Matt Lubin 

  ב''ה
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Eruv Hotline:  (973) 736-1407 x6 

Schedule 02/21 – 02/28 

Friday (02/21)  
Shacharit   6:10am 
Light Candles   5:20pm 
Mincha    5:25pm 
Shkia     5:38pm 

Shabbat  (02/22) Mevarchim 
SHABBAT SHEKALIM 

Shacharit     9:00am 
Latest Shema         9:26am 
SAY SHEMA BEFORE COMING TO SHUL 

Mincha   5:10pm 
Maariv   6:14pm 
Shabbat ends  6:21pm 

Sunday  (02/23)  
Shacharit  8:15am 
Mincha/Maariv   5:30pm 

Monday - Thursday (02/24 - 02/27) 
Shacharit  Mon/Thu  6:00am 
Shacharit*  Tue/Wed 5:50am 

*ROSH CHODESH ADAR 

Maariv Mon -Thu  7:30pm 
No Mincha Service Mon-Thu 

Friday (02/28)  
Shacharit   6:10am 
Light Candles   5:28pm 
Mincha    5:35pm 
Shkia     5:46pm 

Sisterhood Events and Donations 

Sisterhood Tribute Fund:  
 

 Please consider making a donation to honor or in memory of someone in any of the following categories. Tributes—$5; Sefer Fund—$10; Youth 
Fund—$18; Siddur or Machzor—$40; Chumash—$60.  For more information, please contact Debbie Druce  deborahdruce@gmail.com  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

Ohr Torah Gabbai Mark Grebenau 
is still in critical condition at St. 
Barnabas Hospital. Mark still 
needs our prayers. Please say 
Tehillim for Mordechai Dovid ben 
Gittel for a complete recovery and 
return to his Gabbai duties at Ohr 
Torah. 

COMING UP 
FAST OF ESTHER - MON. MAR. 9 
PURIM - TUE. MAR. 10 
1ST SEDER – WED. APR 8 
PASSOVER DAY 1– THU. APR 9 



Yahrzeits February 22 - 28   

27 SHEVAT: Mark Grebenau for his Grandmother, Brucha 
bat Shmuel Shmerl, Brucha Glueck, on Shabbat, February 
22. 

28 SHEVAT: Yoav Rosenblat for his Grandfather, Yitzchak 
Elazar ben Meshulam Zusha, Yitzchak Rosenblat, on Sun-
day, February 23. 

29 SHEVAT: Mark Grebenau for his Grandmother, Shinle 
bat Mordechai, Jeanne Oppenheimer Grebenau, on Mon-
day, February 24. 

29 SHEVAT: Fernand Schoppik for his Grandmother, Reisel 
bat Yosef, Rose Schoppig, on Monday, February 24. 

2 ADAR-I: Edward Shapiro for his Mother, Chaya bat 
Shmuel, Ida Y. Shapiro, on Thursday, February 27. 

2 ADAR-I: Raphael Sharret for his Aunt, Etel bat Pesach, 
Ethel Magid, on Thursday, February 27. 

3 ADAR: Rabbi Marc Spivak for his Grandfather, Baruch ben 
Tzvi, Bernard Fliegelman, on Friday, February 28. 

3 ADAR: Elia Weixelbaum for Stephanie's Mother, Chaya 
Leah bat Yudel, Lillian Shatkin, on Friday, February 28. 
 

For changes/corrections to this list, please contact Elia Weixelbaum or send 
an e-mail to : ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org  
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:  Items for the Newsletter must 
be submitted before 4:00pm on the Wednesday before publi-
cation.  Anything submitted after that time will be considered 
for the following issue.   

Email to: shabbatnewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Rabbi Marc Spivak rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org  

Office:  Tami Puder  office@congregationohrtorah.org 

Board: board@congregationohrtorah.org  

Men’s Club President:  Larry Freedman, larry@18thstory.com 

Sisterhood President:  Bertha Sharret, rsharret@hotmail.com 

Chesed: Rabbi Spivak, Tami Puder 

Shiva Assistance: Rabbi Robert Grosberg 

Shiva Meals: Gail Bukiet 

Building Committee: Arnold Barton 

Subscription Requests: listserv@congregationohrtorah.org 

Monthly Calendar: Elia Weixelbaum 

Newsletter:  ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org 

Reading Torah: Avi Klein, otlaining@congregationohrtorah.org 

Scheduling Calendar: Tami Puder, e-mail to  

  Schedule@congregationohrtorah.org 

Tributes/Siddurim/Chumashim/Machzorim Donations: Debbie 
 Druce 

Bookplate Design-Bar, Bat Mitzvah Inscriptions: Debbie Druce 

Yahrtzeit/Tree of Life Plaques: Jack Rosen 

Youth Committee: Leron Thumim and Chavi Trenk (co-chairs)  

leron.Thumim@gmail.com and ebtrenk@gmail.com  

Youth Director: Rivky Balser Youth@congregationohrtorah.org  

Newsletter Advertising: Howard Charish   

advertising@congregationohrtorah.org 

AABJ&D’s. In case of inclement weather and the possi-
bility of cancelling a program, call (973) 736-1407 x240. 
and listen for the recorded message.  

 2020 SINAI SCHOOLS ANNUAL BENEFITS DINNER: 
Make a difference in the lives of our community’s chil-
dren with special needs who otherwise could not afford 
to attend our schools. Without significant financial aid, 
tuition would be beyond the reach of all but a handful 
of families. Sinai Schools has a campus in Paramus and 
a division at Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy in Living-
ston. Please join us on Sunday Evening, February 23, 
2020 at the Marriott Glenpointe Hotel, Teaneck NJ. 
Buffet Dinner, 4:45pm. Program Promptly at 6:30pm. 
To make reservations or a donation, please visit 
www.sinaidinner.org or call (201) 833-1134 x106. 

 Join Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy for an תחרות
exciting Bracha- themed competition at JKHA in Living-
ston! Students and their families are invited to test 
their knowledge of Brachot in a special quizzed-themed 
event on Sunday, February 23rd, 9:30-11am. Open to 
all JKHA current and prospective families.      

OT SECURITY: Thank you to our security volunteers this 
week who stepped up to keep us all safe. We need vol-
unteers for March. Even if you’ve never volunteered in 
the past, please try it out! Please sign up by sending 
Dov Chelst an email message at dnchelst@gmail.com 
and he can tell you what is required. 

 

WHATS APP GROUPS: General Announcements: To join 
the Ohr Torah General Announcements group, go to 
http://congregationohrtorah.org/whatsapp. on your mo-
bile phone (be sure WhatsApp is installed first) and tap 
the "Join Chat" button. Alternatively, email Tami 
(office@congregationohrtorah.org) or David Goldstein 
(davesmail@golddave.com) with the phone number you 
use with WhatsApp and they will add you to the group. 

MINYAN HELP:  Help us make a minyan by joining the 
WhatsApp group for alerts when the shul needs help. To 
join this group, please go to: 

http://congregationohrtorah.org/minyanwhatsapp 
(be sure WhatsApp is installed first) and tap the "Join 
Chat" button. Alternatively, you can email Bruce 
Schlanger (Bruce.Schlanger@gmail.com) or email David 
Goldstein (davesmail@golddave.com) with the phone 
number you use with WhatsApp and they will add you to 
the group. 
SENDING IN A CHECK FOR A PAYMENT TO OHR TORAH? 
Assist us in our record keeping by writing on the memo 
line or include a note about the reason for the check.  
Also, remember that mail should always be sent to PO 
Box 6169, West Orange, NJ 07052, and not to 270 Pleas-
ant Valley Way. Thank you!  

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
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Classification, naming, and labeling 
are ways we make order from the chaos of our 
world.  Math intrinsically does this with ordinal 
number sets (1 comes before 2, etc.).  While classi-
fication is a building block of science (e.g., periodic 
table of elements, taxonomic ranks – phylum/
species, etc.),  how we order, what goes where, 
what or who belongs where or with what…these 
exercises all have significant consequences on how 
we view the world and treat others. 

At a base level, Parshat Mishpatim discusses how 
we should treat others by detailing many of our 
civil laws.  However, just below the surface of these 
laws is another lesson – the place of the divine.  
The previous Parshat Yitro, showcases one of the 
more famous scenes in Biblical Jewish history, the 
giving of the Ten Commandments.  These holy rul-
ings form the basis of our religion (there is only one 
G-d). 

However, most of Jewish law doesn’t have the 
presentation or delivery of Moses coming down 
from Mount Sinai.  Instead, like Parshat Mishpatim, 
laws are given in matter of fact declarations, usually 
in a series.  Alternatively, laws are teased out 
through our various scholarly texts.  While intellec-
tually stimulating and groundbreaking from a civili-
zation perspective, much of our civil law doesn’t 
seem divine.  There are logical reasons for much of 
our laws. 

One could easily place Jewish laws in two types of 
buckets – divine laws (e.g., those governing Temple 
sacrifices, chaggim, and general worship) and civil 
law (torts, etc.).  While this classification does bring 
a certain order to our religion, it has the conse-
quence of removing the divine from our daily life. 

Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler writes about this ex-
tensively in his collection of essays, Strive for Truth.  
He says its easy to forget that every moment we 

experience is a miracle.  Many Jews will put the 
scientific laws and natural phenomena in the cate-
gory of “regular life”, where the natural order 
rules.  Gravity, photosynthesis, or even flower 
blooming would all fall into this category or 
“natural rules” and only things such as overt mira-
cles like parting the Red Sea would have the touch 
of divine. 

It’s easy to fall into this classification of worldview, 
but you end up losing a decent part of your con-
nection to G-d, and you also fail to see or appreci-
ate the everyday miracles.  Just look at the Asher 
Yatzar prayer if you need inspiration on every day 
miracles: “Thank you for Blessed are You, HaShem, 
Our G-d, King of the universe, Who created the 
human with wisdom and created within him many 
openings and many cavities, exposed and known 
before Your Throne of Glory, that if one of them 
were to be ruptured or one  of them were to be 
blocked it would be impossible to survive and to 
stand before You for even one hour. Blessed are 
You, HaShem, The physician of all flesh who acts 
wondrously.”  Your body can fail at any time.  The 
fact that it works on a daily basis is a miracle, thus 
Asher Yatzar.  

One of the reasons the sages say Mishpatim 
comes right after Yitro and the Ten Command-
ments is to remind us that the civil laws are as 
equally important and divine as their more famous 
ten.  This helps remind us that while “civil” laws 
may be in a different category than “Temple” laws, 
they both belong under the filing “divine law”. 

As our daughter, Chaya, is about to become Bat 
Mitzvah, we hope that she maintains her strong 
ties to and love of Judaism.  May she and all of us 
be constantly reminded of the divine everywhere.   

Shabbat Shalom. 

A regular feature of the newsletter is to have different people write a D'var Torah for the newsletter. The goal is to 
hear words of Torah from other Ohr Torah members and learn a little about who they are. I encourage everyone to 
participate.  Please email me at Rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org if you would like to volunteer to share your ideas 
with us. Torah unites our nation. We are really excited about this project and I hope it will strengthen our bonds as a 
community.  Rabbi Marc Spivak 

The Spools have lived in West Orange for over 14 years.  Aaron and Shuly have been mem-

bers of Ohr Torah for almost a decade with their children Michael, Chaya, Sammy, and Dalia. 

TORAH THOUGHT:   

The Spool Family 
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Motzei Shabbat, February 15th at Bury 
the Hatchet in Bloomfield, found this 
group of Ohr Torah Members flinging 
those axes at targets for a night of fun 
and enjoyment.  We’ve been told that the 
champion hatchet tossers for the evening 
were Rabbi Spivak and Bracha Balser.  Pic-
tures thanks to Karen Barrow Thumim. 
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This past Sunday, February 19th, the Ohr 
Torah Sisterhood sponsored a Cookie 
Decorating Class and the ladies cooked up 
the classiest batch of cookies you’ve ever 
seen. Pictures thanks to Rebbetzin Spivak 
and Ricky Balser. 



SMILE TIME: Ralph arrives at the train sta-

tion on his way to work a bit early. He no-

tices a new machine emblazoned with, 

“State of the Art Scale – it knows more than the inter-

net about you!” flashing across the top of the ma-

chine.  He puts in a dollar and the machine’s screen 

shows his picture and says, “Your name is Ralph, you 

are from West Orange, you weigh 165 pounds and 

you’re Jewish.”  Amazed, he puts in another dollar 

and the machine responds, “You weigh 165 pounds, 

you’re Jewish, and you’re waiting for the 8:10 train on 

the way to your job at the Forest Ad Agency in Man-

hattan.” Now Ralph is determined to beat the auto-

mated scale.  He goes into the men’s room, takes off 

his jacket and his tie, ruffles his hair, puts on dark 

glasses, and a big band-aid over his nose.  He steps on 

the machine and enters one more crisp George Wash-

ington bill only to hear, “You’re still Jewish, you still 

weigh 165 pounds, and you’re also a shlimazel and 

you just missed your train!” 

The World Zionist Congress elections have begun. The major US 

Orthodox organizations are running together as the Orthodox 

Israel Coalition (Slate 4). The Coalition includes the OU, YU, NCYI, 

AMIT, RZA-Mizrachi, Bnei Akiva, Torah MiTzion, the RCA, and 

Touro College. Its representatives include Rabbi Spivak and Rabbi 

Zwickler with many  leading US Roshei Yeshiva, Rabbis, educators, 

and community leaders of all ages. Rav Hershel Schachter shlit”a 

headlines the slate. To watch a short video from him – https://www.facebook.com/voteoic/

videos/151728259604201/. The election will determine the size of Orthodox representation at the WZC 

which determines funding for educational activities in Israel and around the globe. Elections occur every 5 

years and the ballots are open for 7 weeks of voting.  The impact of these elections is huge in many ways, 

including directly impacting the JNF and their policies and investments. The WZC sets policies in Israel and 

abroad and the Torah voice needs to be part of that conversation. Please take a moment to register and 

vote. We have a special link for voting so we can show 100% participation. Our unique link is https://

www.ou.org/vote/Spivak. Thank you, Rabbi Marc Spivak. 
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