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September 14 - 20, 2019

Rabbi Marc Spivak, President David Goldstein, Rabbinic Intern Matt Lubin
SHABBAT KIDDUSH is sponsored by Shoshana and Joel Tennenberg in honor of the Bat
Mitzvah of their daughter Emily. SEUDAH SH’LISHIT is sponsored by Marc and Andrea
Goldberg and Jay and Debbie Goldberg in commemoration of the Yahrzeit of George
Goldberg, Eliyakim Getzel ben Naftali Hirsh and the first Yahrzeit of Marcia Goldberg Masha bas Moshe. Jay and Debbie are also sponsoring in commemoration of the Yahrzeit of
Debbie’s father, Edward Horenstein, Yehudah ben Leib.
To sponsor a Shabbat Kiddush or Seudah Sh’lishit at the Shul, please contact Anna Chosak at
office@congregationohrtorah.org.

MISHNA B’RURA CLASS with Rabbi Grosberg after Shabbat Mincha will be held in the Beit
Midrash.
RABBI SPIVAK’S WEEKLY CLASS will meet this Wednesday evening at 8:00pm in the Beit
Midrash.
NEW SHABBAT MINYAN: Once a month, a minyan, aimed at families with young children,
will meet in the Beit Medrash and start at 9:30 am. The dates for this service will be posted in future editions of the Newsletter. We look forward to welcoming young families
from across the community to join us for a warm, welcoming atmosphere with spiritual
davening in a smaller setting.
ED CROMAN’S KABBALAH CLASS: The next class in the Fall session is Thursday, 7:30 9:30pm, October 3rd in the Beit Midrash and continues on the following Thursdays: October 17th, November 7th and 21st, and December 5th.
ברוך דיין האמת: We regret to inform you of the passing of Anne Krasna, beloved wife of
Dr. Irwin Krasna and mother of Eta Levenson. The funeral and burial took place in Israel.
May the mourners be comforted together with those who mourn Zion and Jerusalem.
מזל טוב: Mazal Tov to Emily Tennenberg on becoming a Bat Mitzvah, to parents Shoshana
and Joel, brothers Sam and Alex, grandparents Mirrel and Josh Tennenberg, Joyce and
Arnold Sperling, aunts and uncles Shari and Ari Katz, Eve and Dan Sperling, Chedva and
Alan Tennenberg, Sharon Bendor, Shai Yasgur, and her cousins.
SELICHOT starts Motzei Shabbat after midnight, September 21st. This year
we are honored to have Rabbi David Schlusselberg from JKHA as our inspirational pre-selichot kickoff speaker. He is also a regular contributor to YU
Torah Online and a musician and composer with three albums to his credit.

Schedule 09/13 – 09/20
Friday (09/13)
Shacharit
6:10am
Light Candles
6:51pm
Mincha/Maariv
6:55pm
Shkia
7:09pm
Shabbat (09/14)
Shacharit
9:00am
Latest Shema
9:44am
Mincha
6:40pm
Maariv
7:43pm
Shabbat ends
7:50pm
Sunday - Thursday (09/15 - 09/19)
Shacharit Sun
8:15am
Shacharit Mon/Thu
6:00am
Shacharit Tue/Wed
6:10am
Mincha/Maariv Sun - Thu 6:45pm
Friday (09/20)
Shacharit
6:10am
Light Candles
6:40pm
Mincha
6:45pm
Shkia
6:58pm
Eruv Hotline: (973) 736-1407 x6
UPCOMING:
Selichot starts Sat Eve. after Mid. Sep 21
Rosh HaShanah Mon/Tue
Sep 30/Oct 1
Fast of Gedaliah Wed
Oct 2
Yom Kippur Wed
Oct 9

BREAKFAST PRESENTATION: The Ohr Torah Men's Club is pleased to present its next event, Sunday, September 22 after Shacharit, titled Power
Prosecution. The speaker, Glenn D. Goldberg, will share some fascinating stories from the
cases he has worked on during his 50+ years in the field. The series gives attendees the
chance to hear new perspectives and experiences while enjoying a delicious hot breakfast
in the social hall among friends and neighbors. Free, and open to both men and women.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Sisterhood Events and Donations
BEGIN AGAIN NOW: Elul is here, and Rosh Hashanah is just around the corner. Time to "Begin Again Now," as we work to improve ourselves by utilizing the wisdom of Rabbi Zelig Pliskin, a noted Orthodox Jewish rabbi, psychologist, writer, lecturer,
and prolific author of more than 25 books. Tamara Sofair-Fisch will be our guest speaker. Saturday, September 21st, 5:00pm at
the home of Daryl Shapiro, 42 Mullarkey Drive in the Woodlands.

Sisterhood Tribute Fund:
Please consider making a donation to honor or in memory of someone in any of the following categories. Tributes—$5; Sefer Fund—$10;
Youth Fund—$18; Siddur or Machzor—$40; Chumash—$60. For more information, please contact Debbie Druce deborahdruce@gmail.com
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HOST NEEDED: Heart Mind & Soul will
be hosting their next Shabbaton here at Ohr Torah the weekend of November 8-10. If anyone can host an attendee for November 8-9, please call Sandy Trencher of HM&S at 860-9228336. All meals are furnished by the Shabbaton, so they only
need beds.
TIME TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP FOR 2019/2020: Membership
renewal for 2019- 2020 is currently open. The prices are $765
for family memberships, and $395 for a single membership. As
in the past, we encourage you to participate in our voluntary
Membership Plus program at any of the following levels:
Builder: $2500+ Sustainer: $1,800+ Benefactor: $1,000+
Patron: $750+ Sponsor: $360+
Donor: $180+
Also, please note that the forms (both on paper and online)
include an optional $54 donation to the West Orange Eruv.
Since we all use it, let’s shoot for 100% participation. To renew
your membership online go to
https://www.congregationohrtorah.org/dues.
SISTERHOOD/MEN’S CLUB RENEWALS: We have attached
forms to the Newsletter to make it convenient for you to renew. The Sisterhood also maintains the Shul Directory. To
make sure you are on the list, and/or to buy advertising in the
booklet, see the form on page 5.
THE ANNUAL OHR TORAH DIRECTORY, produced every year by
the Sisterhood, is in the works for 2019-20/5780. Increase the
reach of your business and defray the cost of publishing the
directory by placing an ad for $54 with a business card, or with
a full page ad for $100. See the flyer on page 6 for more information.
HIGH HOLIDAY SEATING: Information has gone out via email
concerning seat reservations, kibudim and listings in the new
Yizkor booklet. Hard copies of the information packet are available in the shul vestibule. To reserve seats, your shul-related
financial responsibilities must be up to date, including dues for
the 2019-20 fiscal year.
We will once again have two minyanim on the mornings of
Rosh Hashanah, in the Main Sanctuary and at JSDD. For the
first time, we will have two minyanim for Yom Kippur (from Kol
Nidre through Ne'elah), in the Main Sanctuary and in the Beit
Midrash. Men's seats at JSDD for Rosh Hashanah and in the
Beit Midrash for Yom Kippur are sold out.
 You may view seating charts, plus reserve and pay online
for your seats at:
https://www.congregationohrtorah.org/seats.
 If paying by check, please use this link:
https://www.congregationohrtorah.org/seatpledge
 Kibudim can be bid on online by filling out this form:
http://congregationohrtorah.org/kibudim.
Alternatively, printed forms may be submitted to Rabbi Robert
Grosberg.
OT SECURITY: Thank you to our security volunteers this week who
stepped up to keep us all safe. We still need volunteers for September. Even if you’ve never volunteered in the past, please try it out!
Sign up and send Dov Chelst a message at dnchelst@gmail.com and
he can tell you what is required.
SENDING IN A CHECK FOR A PAYMENT TO OHR TORAH? Assist us in
our record keeping by writing on the memo line or include a note
about the reason for the check. Also, remember that mail should
always be sent to PO Box 6169, West Orange, NJ 07052, and not to
270 Pleasant Valley Way. Thank you!

Yahrzeits September 14 - 20
15 ELUL: Bob Eagle for his Grandmother, Luba bat Usher, Lillian Friedman, on Sunday, September 15.
17 ELUL: Irwin Krasna for his Father-in-law, Eliezer Zev ben Mordechai
Yaakov, on Tuesday, September 17.
18 ELUL: Rich Finkelstein for his Mother, Alta Yentah bat Aharon
HaLevi, Joan Finkelstein, on Wednesday, September 18.
18 ELUL: Elaine Scherman for her Husband, Chaim Shmuel ben Avraham Dov, Herman Scherman, on Wednesday, September 18.
18 ELUL: Jay & Marc Goldberg for their Father, Eliyakum Getzel ben
Naphtali Hersh, George Goldberg, on Wednesday, September 18.
18 ELUL: Jay & Marc Goldberg for their Mother, Masha bat Moshe,
Marcia Goldberg, on Wednesday, September 18.
19 ELUL: Karen Berger for her Father, Yaakov ben Aryeh HaCohen,
Jack Feiwus, on Thursday, September 19.
19 ELUL: Claire Dyckman for her Father, Yitzchak Tzvi ben Asher, Erwin Nosenchuk, on Thursday, September 19.
19 ELUL: Debra Goldberg for her Father, Yehudah ben Leib, Edward
Horenstein, on Thursday, September 19.
For changes/corrections to this list, please contact Elia Weixelbaum or send an
e-mail to : ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org

SMILE TIME: Chaim starts to tell a joke at a party: "Two old Jews were on their way..." Suddenly
he is interrupted by a sensitive politically correct
guest. "Why do so many jokes begin with Jews?"
"Oh, I'm sorry," apologizes Chaim, "I'll start again. Two old
Japanese men were on their way to the Synagogue to see
the Rabbi..."
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Items for the Newsletter must
be submitted before 4:00pm on the Wednesday before publication. Anything submitted after that time will be considered
for the following issue.
Email to: shabbatnewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Rabbi Marc Spivak rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org
Office: Anna Chosak office@congregationohrtorah.org
Board: board@congregationohrtorah.org
Men’s Club President: Larry Freedman, larry@18thstory.com
Sisterhood President: Bertha Sharret, rsharret@hotmail.com
Chesed: Rabbi Spivak, Anna Chosak
Shiva Assistance: Rabbi Robert Grosberg
Building Committee: Arnold Barton
Subscription Requests: listserv@congregationohrtorah.org
Monthly Calendar: Elia Weixelbaum
Newsletter: all submissions must be emailed by Wed., 4:00PM to:
ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org
Reading Torah: Avi Klein, otlaining@congregationohrtorah.org
Scheduling Calendar: Anna Chosak, e-mail to
Schedule@congregationohrtorah.org
Tributes/Siddurim/Chumashim/Machzorim Donations: Debbie
Druce
Bookplate Design-Bar, Bat Mitzvah Inscriptions: Debbie Druce
Yahrtzeit/Tree of Life Plaques: Jack Rosen
Youth Committee: Leron Thumim and Chavi Trenk (co-chairs)
leron.Thumim@gmail.com and ebtrenk@gmail.com
Youth Director: Rivky Balser Youth@congregationohrtorah.org
Newsletter Advertising: Howard Charish
advertising@congregationohrtorah.org
Cholim: Mark Grebenau mark.grebenau@prodigy.net
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TORAH THOUGHT:

Jamie Rubin is a recent graduate of Sy Syms School of Business with a Bachelor of Science in Finance and an
Associates of Arts in Jewish Studies. Born and raised in West Orange, Jamie attended Kushner, followed by a
year in Yeshivat Lev Hatorah. He is currently a Real Estate Analyst at an investment start up firm. While he
knows it is only the beginning of his career, he is eagerly looking forward to everything ahead BE”H.

Jamie Rubin

אח, a word which is weaved
throughout our Parsha in different forms this week, refers to the relationship between man and his brother.
Arguably, the most important commandment in this
week’s Parsha is the one which is not spelled outright,
but rather the one we have to derive by reading between the lines. Do these halachot literally apply to our
brothers? Would one truly fail to return that which belongs to one who shares his last name? Would he
charge interest to his blood relative who is in need of
assistance? One must read these psukim through the
correct lens; seeing each and every Jew as a brother is
the primary Mitzvah. Once one accomplishes this task,
he is then able to apply these laws to his interpersonal
relationships on a greater scale, and he will immediately
be faced with a paradigm shift when reading this Parsha.
The psukim also discuss the Mitzvah of guarding against
evil when one goes out to war, as well as the Mitzvah of
Sheluach Hakan, which is the epitome of compassion.
What is the link between these various concepts?
The world today is full of hate. Open any newspaper
and you will find a myriad of stories that will make you
want to turn the page. Unfortunately, a large portion of
this hate is turned on the Jewish people. In a sense, we
are at war. We have to focus on putting on a unified
front, on protecting all of our Jewish brothers and sisters against the hate crimes and hate speech we face.
We can not do this until we focus on love and compassion within our own communities and start to truly see
one another as members of a single Jewish family.
The Jewish People are too small to be comprised of
fractions; that is not the key to our survival. The key to
our survival is being a nation who is so compassionate
that we have a slew of laws related to one small mother
bird and her egg. The key to our survival is being so concerned with the property of another that we go through
countless lengths to return something that one holds so
dear. The key to our survival is being a people who have
empathy and do not see another’s financial burden as a

business opportunity. I would like to suggest that only
once we truly see each other as brothers and find the
compassion and love within our communities that God
craves are we then prepared to ward off all evil in the
war waged against us for all time.
We are all children of our Father up above, and perhaps the nuances throughout this week’s Parsha can
serve to remind us that all of His children are brothers,
we are all an  אחto one another.”
Shabbat Shalom. Jamie Rubin
CELEBRATE THE JANUARY 1,
2020 SIYUM SHAS: Customarily,
it takes seven years to complete
the learning of the entire Gemara if you learn one page each
day, known as "Daf Yomi". This
current cycle of learning will
end and culminate in a “Siyum
HaShas” celebration at MetLife
Stadium on January 1, 2020. We are privileged to live in close
proximity to this event and I encourage us all to learn together
and complete something so that we too can truly celebrate our
own learning along with Klal Yisroel on January 1,
2020. Therefore, I would like to propose that our shul community dedicate time to learn the 613 mitzvot using the Sefer Hachinuch (in English, if preferred). In order to achieve this great accomplishment by the end of December, we would like to organize interested shul members into learning groups. Once a group
is assembled, they will self-organize to find time to learn a set of
mitzvot that will be assigned to them. The expectation is that
each group would dedicate approximately 30 to 45 minutes per
week to learn the mitzvot assigned.

If you are interested in participating in this learning initiative,
sign up using the Google form at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdVh4ey2dwgqTJYaL99sVweR5iw_NS6UrpIq5JxIbIokRWPQ/viewform

or click here if viewing this article on-line.
Please indicate if you are interested in serving as a group leader. Group leaders are asked to coordinate the learning sessions
with the group members. We hope all shul members will be a
part of this great opportunity.
Rabbi Marc Spivak

Over the course of the next few months, we will have different people write a D'var Torah for the newsletter. The goal is to
hear words of Torah from other Ohr Torah members and learn a little about who they are. I encourage everyone to participate. Please email me at Rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org if you would like to volunteer to share your ideas with us. Torah unites our nation. We are really excited about this project and I hope it will strengthen our bonds as a community.
Rabbi Marc Spivak
PAGE 3

TOGETHER ON TUESDAY:
For seniors. In the Sephardic Wing of Congregation
AABJ&D, Pleasant Valley
Way. Tuesday, September
24th,12:30-2:15pm - Understanding Nutrition as We Age" by Rebecca
Tepp, BS Nutrition and Dietetics, Queens College, NY and Sarah Schwartz, Registered dietician, BS, Nutrition, Queen College, NY. Two
new graduates in Nutrition and Dietetics will
present an enjoyable, interactive workshop
on ways to optimize our nutritional needs as
we age. Topics include food groups, hydration, and common GI issues. No meetings on
October 1, 8, 15, 21 due to Yom Tovim. For
more information contact Deborah Druce,
program coordinator (973) 736-1407.
MAKE YOUR OWN SHOFAR EVENT IS CANCELLED: Originally scheduled for Sunday,
September 15th, at 2:00pm at Chabad of
West Orange, 401 Pleasant Valley Way, the
event will not be held.

MEMBERSHIP PLUS DONORS 5780
Builder

Marilyn & Ed Croman
Sustainer
Margot & Larry Freedman

Linda & Murray Laulicht
Benefactor

Gail & Bruce Bukiet
Louraine & Robert Eagle

Sharon & Howard Charish
Lea & Howard Katuna

Shari & Ari Katz
Mali & Steven Schwartz

Shani & Harvey Okin
Renee & Howard Spear
Patron

Nancy & Richard Perl

Roberta & Barry Schwartz

Bertha & Raphael Sharret
Barbara Israel & David Bortniker

Glenn D. Goldberg is a Trial Attorney with over 50 years’ trial experience,
civil and criminal. With the Essex County Prosecutors Office, he served as
Chief Trial Attorney, as Director of Special Prosecutions, and as a Special
Deputy Attorney General. He specializes in the preparation for trial and trial
of serious, complex, sensitive, and difficult cases. He is admitted to practice
before the United States Supreme Court. He majored in Psychology at Rutgers University and achieved the degree of Juris Doctor at Rutgers University School of Law. Glenn uses his extensive experience and special expertise
in the direct and cross examination at trial of expert witnesses, including
psychologists, psychiatrists, forensic pathologists, and forensic criminalists. In New Jersey Monthly magazine he was listed as a “Super Lawyer”
voted by his peers as among the best 5% of all lawyers in New Jersey.

Sponsor
Tova & Eli Feiler

Arden & Benjamin Fusman
Dina & David Goldstein

Sarah & James Geller
Anna & Steven Kirshblum

Jennifer & Jonathan Sharret
Chavi & Chesky Trenk

Karen Barrow & Leron Thumim

Sarah & Michael Diamond

Donor
Susan & Robert Grosberg

Joan & Dominick Mobilio

Boni & Martin Moskovitz

Chagit & Jeffrey Raskin
Judith & Bernard Schanzer

Yoav & Carrie Rosenblat
Rena & Bruce Schlanger

Shuly & Aaron Spool
Davida & Gary Stadtmauer

Holly & Howard Sragow
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