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LECH LECHA       11 –17 Cheshvan, 5780     November 9 - 15, 2019 

SHABBAT KIDDUSH and SEUDAH SH’LISHIT are sponsored by the Shul.  
 

To sponsor a Shabbat Kiddush or Seudah Sh’lishit at the Shul, please contact Tami Puder at 
office@congregationohrtorah.org. 

 

MISHNA B’RURA CLASS with Rabbi Grosberg after Shabbat Mincha will be held in 
the Beit Midrash. 

RABBI SPIVAK’S WEEKLY CLASS will  meet this Wednesday evening at 7:45pm.  

ED CROMAN’S KABBALAH CLASS: The next class in the Fall session is Thursday, 7:30 - 
9:30pm, November 21st in the Beit Midrash and concludes next month on Thursday, 
December 5th. 

 Barbara and David Bortniker are delighted to announce that their :מזל טוב
daughter and her husband, Aviva and Elliot Feldman were blessed with the birth of a 
baby girl, Lyla Eden, on November 1st. 

JEC OPEN HOUSE: Explore the Proud Legacy and Vibrant Future. JEC Boys’ High 
School (RTMA), Tuesday, November 12 at 6:30pm. 330 Elmora Avenue in Elizabeth. 

RKYHS OPEN HOUSE: Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School invites all 8th graders and 
their parents to join us at our Open House on Motzei Shabbat, November 16th at 
7:30 pm. Experience RKYHS during an inspirational evening as we highlight the vast 
opportunities for students, demonstrate our values, and define our difference. Come 
see the dynamic and innovative academic and Judaic programs, first-rate educational 
initiatives and co-curricular opportunities. Registration begins at 7:30pm followed by 
the program at 8:00pm.  Please register at www.rkyhs.org/RKYHSOpenHouse. For 
more information, please contact Allison Lyons at alyons@rkyhs.org or (862) 437-
8050.    

NINTH GRADE PREVIEW: The Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School in Livingston, NJ in-
vites prospective 9th grade students and parents to join them at a community infor-
mational meeting at the home of Nilli and Andrew Yolin on Wednesday, November 
20th at 8:00pm.  Come hear about the dynamic and innovative academic program 
and Judaic offerings, forward-thinking educational initiatives, 

Rabbi Marc Spivak, President David Goldstein, Rabbinic Intern Matt Lubin 

  ב''ה
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Eruv Hotline: 

 (973) 736-1407 x6 

Schedule 11/08 – 11/15 

Friday (11/08)  
Shacharit  6:10am 
Light Candles   4:27pm 
Mincha   4:30pm 
Shkia   4:45pm 

Shabbat (11/9)  
  

Shacharit  9:00am 
Latest Shema                         9:08am 

SAY SHEMA BEFORE COMING TO SHUL 

Mincha   4:15pm 
Maariv   5:21pm 
Shabbat ends  5:28pm 

Sunday - Thursday (11/10 - 11/14) 
Shacharit  Sun  8:15am 
Shacharit  Mon/Thu 6:00am 
Shacharit  Tue/Wed 6:10am 
Mincha/Maariv Sun 4:30pm 
Maariv Mon-Thu  7:30pm 

Friday (11/15) 
Shacharit   6:10am 
Light Candles   4:20pm 
Mincha    4:25pm 
Shkia     4:38pm 

Sisterhood Events and Donations 
SAVE THE DATE: Ohr Torah Sisterhood’s Annual Membership Brunch will be on Sunday morning, December 8th.  Our 
guest speaker this year is nutritionist Michelle Routhenstein.  Flyer and details to follow in the coming weeks.  

LEARN TO KNIT: Sunday November 17 at 10:00 am. Free workshop.  See ad on page 4 for more information. 
 

Sisterhood Tribute Fund:  

Chumash: In memory of Natalie Weiss, beloved mother of Marcia Feldman by the Feldman and Weiss Families. 
 

 Please consider making a donation to honor or in memory of someone in any of the following categories. Tributes—$5; Sefer Fund—$10; Youth 
Fund—$18; Siddur or Machzor—$40; Chumash—$60.  For more information, please contact Debbie Druce  deborahdruce@gmail.com  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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Yahrzeits November 09 - 15 

11 CHESHVAN: Murray Laulicht for his Mother, Esther Chaya bat Yaa-
kov Hacohen, Esther Laulicht, on Shabbat, November 9. 
12 CHESHVAN: Bob Eagle for his Grandmother, Tobah bat Moshe, 
Toby Eagle, on Sunday, November 10. 
13 CHESHVAN: Raisa Sverdlov for her Husband, Gershon ben Aleksei, 
Gershon Sverdlov, on Monday, November 11. 
15 CHESHVAN: Deborah Druce for her Grandfather, Chaim ben Tzvi, 
Hyman Greisman, on Wednesday, November 13. 
16 CHESHVAN: Harvey Okin for his Father, Moshe ben Yosef, Melvin 
Okin, on Thursday, November 14. 
17 CHESHVAN: Mortimer Cohen for his Daughter, Yosifa Masha bat 
Mordechai Yonah Hacohen, Judith Cohen, on Friday, November 15. 
17 CHESHVAN: Bob Eagle for his Grandfather, Avrohom ben Usher 
Zelig, Abraham Friedman, on Friday, November 15. 
 

For changes/corrections to this list, please contact Elia Weixelbaum or send an 
e-mail to : ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org  
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:  Items for the Newsletter must 
be submitted before 4:00pm on the Wednesday before publi-
cation.  Anything submitted after that time will be considered 
for the following issue.   

Email to: shabbatnewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Rabbi Marc Spivak rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org  

Office:  Tami Puder  office@congregationohrtorah.org 

Board: board@congregationohrtorah.org  

Men’s Club President:  Larry Freedman, larry@18thstory.com 

Sisterhood President:  Bertha Sharret, rsharret@hotmail.com 

Chesed: Rabbi Spivak, Tami Puder 

Shiva Assistance: Rabbi Robert Grosberg 

Shiva Meals: Gail Bukiet 

Building Committee: Arnold Barton 

Subscription Requests: listserv@congregationohrtorah.org 

Monthly Calendar: Elia Weixelbaum 

Newsletter:  ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org 

Reading Torah: Avi Klein, otlaining@congregationohrtorah.org 

Scheduling Calendar: Tami Puder, e-mail to  

  Schedule@congregationohrtorah.org 

Tributes/Siddurim/Chumashim/Machzorim Donations: Debbie 
 Druce 

Bookplate Design-Bar, Bat Mitzvah Inscriptions: Debbie Druce 

Yahrtzeit/Tree of Life Plaques: Jack Rosen 

Youth Committee: Leron Thumim and Chavi Trenk (co-chairs)  

leron.Thumim@gmail.com and ebtrenk@gmail.com  

Youth Director: Rivky Balser Youth@congregationohrtorah.org  

Newsletter Advertising: Howard Charish   

advertising@congregationohrtorah.org 

MEMBERSHIP PLUS DONORS 5780 
Builder 

Marilyn & Ed Croman  

Sustainer 

Margot & Larry Freedman Linda & Murray Laulicht 

Benefactor 

Gail & Bruce Bukiet Sharon & Howard Charish 

Louraine & Robert Eagle Lea & Howard Katuna 

Shari & Ari Katz Shani & Harvey Okin 

Mali & Steven Schwartz Renee & Howard Spear 

Patron 

Nancy & Richard Perl Roberta & Barry Schwartz 

Bertha & Raphael Sharret  

Sponsor 

Barbara Israel & David Bortniker Tova & Eli Feiler 

Arden & Benjamin Fusman Sarah & James Geller 

Dina & David Goldstein Anna & Steven Kirshblum 

Jennifer & Jonathan Sharret Karen Barrow & Leron Thumim 

Chavi & Chesky Trenk  

Donor 

Sarah & Michael Diamond Susan & Robert Grosberg 

Gail & Jeffrey Gruber Joan & Dominick Mobilio 

Boni & Martin Moskovitz Chagit & Jeffrey Raskin 

Larry Rein  Yoav & Carrie Rosenblat 

Judith & Bernard Schanzer Rena & Bruce Schlanger 

Shuly & Aaron Spool Holly & Howard Sragow 

Davida & Gary Stadtmauer Shawn & Ari Tarzik 

supportive faculty and co-curricular opportunities offered 
in a warm environment where every child matters.  For 
questions, please email Allison Lyons, Director of Admis-
sions at alyons@rkyhs.org or call (862) 437-8050.   

BRURIAH OPEN HOUSE: Please join us at the Open House 
on Sunday, November 17th at 9:30am at Bruriah High 
School, 35 North Avenue, Elizabeth.   Come and see why 
Bruriah is such a special place. We look forward to greeting 
you personally!  To register visit 

 https://bruriah.org/bruriah. 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
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TORAH THOUGHT:   

Yehuda Dov Reiss is a first-year student at Yeshiva University, currently attending Rav Schachter's shiur, and a mem-
ber of the 6-year semicha program. He is an alumnus of Yeshivat Kerem B'Yavneh and Fasman Yeshiva High School 
(Skokie). Yehuda enjoys writing and teaching, passionate about Jewish education, and writes a weekly Dvar Torah 

sheet, United We Stand (subscribe at unityparsha@gmail.com). His grandparents are Howard and Renee Spear.   

In this week’s Parsha, we’re introduced to Avram/Avraham, 
the Father of the Jewish nation. He is told by G_d to travel to 
the Land of Canaan. His nephew, Lot, travels with him. How-
ever, after quarrels between Avram and Lot’s shepherds, they 
realize it’s best to part ways, and Lot moves to the city of Sod-
om. Shortly thereafter, a war breaks out and four kingdoms 
vanquish five other kingdoms, including Sodom. The four vic-
torious kings plunder Sodom and kidnap Lot and his posses-
sions. Avram is informed of this, and immediately acts. He 
gathers the people of his house, 318 men, and wages war 
against the four mighty kings, vanquishing them and saving 
Lot.  

How did Avram defeat four mighty kingdoms, fighting against 
thousands upon thousands of people on his own? There is a 
cryptic Pasuk in Yeshayahu (41:2) which the Midrash explains 
provides the answer: Avram threw dirt and pebbles at the 
armies, and the dirt and pebbles miraculously turned into 
swords and arrows which devastated them. 

This Midrash is made famous by the story in the Gemara 
(Taanis 21a) of Nachum Ish Gam Zu. He was entrusted by the 
Jewish people with delivering a tribute to the Roman Emper-
or, a chest filled with precious jewels. Along the way, Nachum 
stopped at an inn. While he was sleeping, the people there 
stole his jewels and filled his chest with dirt so he wouldn’t 
immediately detect the difference. Indeed, he did not discov-
er the switch until he gave the chest to the king, who was 
furious and wanted to kill all the Jews. Despite the impossible 
circumstances, Nachum said Gam Zu LiTova and trusted in 
G_d. Eliyahu HaNavi appeared, disguised as one of the king’s 
officers, and suggested that maybe the dirt Nachum brought 
was the same dirt Avraham used which transformed into 
swords and arrows. The Emperor agreed to test it in an area 
his army has been trying to conquer but failed to up till now, 
and sure enough, the dirt did the trick. The king awarded Na-
chum much honor and gave him a generous helping of pre-
cious jewels from his storehouse. On the way back, Nachum 
stopped at the same inn. Incredulous as to why the King hon-
ored him so much, the people of the inn figured their dirt had 
some special quality and dug it all up. They presented it to the 
king, but it turned out to just be normal dirt, and they were 
all killed. 

Why was Nachum Ish Gamzu’s salvation manifest through the 
exact same miracle that was done for Avraham? Of all the 
ways Nachum’s story could have gone, why is it so distinctly 
parallel? 

Perhaps we can understand this by looking deeper into the 

circumstances and motivations of both Avraham and Na-
chum. Both were in an extremely tight situation, where their 
fellow was at stake, in Avraham’s case, he had to rescue Lot, 
and presumably, Nachum’s tribute to the Emperor was of 
dire importance to the welfare of the Jewish people. At the 
same time, to pursue the necessary steps to reach their goal, 
they had to cope with circumstances that seemed insur-
mountable. However, all they wanted to do was help their 
fellow man, and this was the only way. What more could 
they do but try their best and turn to G_d? After all, G_d put 
them in the impossible situation that they found themselves, 
so clearly, He would help. 

Avraham and Nachum both teach us a crucial attitude when 
it comes to helping and influencing our fellow man, no 
matter how difficult or even impossible the challenge may 
seem, we can succeed because G_d will help. Sometimes a 
Chessed project seems too overwhelming, and other times 
people don’t seem like the type receptive to advice or too 
independent to accept help, and sometimes it seems like if 
we make a fuss we’ll just look like fools, but if something 
needs to be done, then it could very well be G_d telling us 
we need to do it. And when we take the first step, acknowl-
edging that fact, we can be sure that G_d will take care of 
the rest.  Shabbat Shalom. 

Yehuda Dov Reiss  

Over the course of the next few months, we will have different people write a D'var Torah for the newsletter. The goal is to 
hear words of Torah from other Ohr Torah members and learn a little about who they are. I encourage everyone to partici-
pate. Please email me at Rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org if you would like to volunteer to share your ideas with us. To-
rah unites our nation. We are really excited about this project and I hope it will strengthen our bonds as a community.  
Rabbi Marc Spivak 
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL FOR BOYS: 
(MTA):  Join their Open House on Sunday, November 10th, 
9:30 am to learn more about our warm, personalized, and 
inspiring approach to Torah, academic, and extra-
curricular programs. To RSVP, please visit yuhsb.org/
openhouse. Questions? Contact Rabbi Yoni Stone at 646-
994-0441 or  ystone@yuhsb.org.    

COMEDY AT KUSHNER: The annual Joseph Kushner He-
brew Academy/Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School ATID SO-
CIETY Event will be on Sunday, November 24. This year, 
the ATID SOCIETY will present the stand-up comedy of 
MODI, voted one of the "Top 10 comedians in NYC" 
by Hollywood Reporter & Backstage. The performance will 
take place at JKHA/RKYHS, 110 South Orange Avenue in 
Livingston, at 7:30 PM and will be followed by a deluxe 
dessert reception. A pre-concert dinner reception for all 
members of the ATID SOCIETY will take place at 6:00 
PM. Please visit www.jkha.org/atid to purchase tickets 
and join the ATID SOCIETY. For more information, please 
contact:  slevinson@jkha.org or 862-437-8001. 

 

WhatsApp Ohr Torah General Announcements:   To 
join this important announcement group,  sign up at 

  http://congregationohrtorah.org/whatsapp  
on your mobile phone (install WhatsApp first), tap the 
"Join Chat" button. Alternatively, you can email Anna 
at (office@congregationohrtorah.org) or David Gold-
stein (davesmail@golddave.com) with the phone 
number you use with WhatsApp and they will add you 
to the group.  

HELP US MAKE A MINYAN by joining a WhatsApp 
group for alerts when the shul needs help making a 
minyan. If you would like to be added to the group, 
please go to the following site: 

 http://congregationohrtorah.org/minyanwhatsapp 
on your mobile phone with WhatsApp already in-
stalled and tap the "Join Chat" button. Alternatively, 
you can email either Bruce Schlanger, 
Bruce.Schlanger@gmail.com, or David Goldstein 
davesmail@golddave.com with the phone number 
you use with WhatsApp and they will add you to the 
group. 
 

SENDING IN A CHECK FOR A PAYMENT TO OHR TO-
RAH? Assist us in our record keeping by writing on the 
memo line or include a note about the reason for the 
check.  Also, remember that mail should always be 
sent to PO Box 6169, West Orange, NJ 07052, and not 
to 270 Pleasant Valley Way. Thank you!  

SMILE TIME: With all the texting lingo going 
around with abbreviations like "LOL" and "OMG" 
and "BTW" – The Rabbi asks a young lady if she 

would be going to shul this Shabbat, and she replies "JFK."  
"JFK? What does that mean?" the Rabbi asks. To which she 
answers, "Just for Kiddush." 
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