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4 –10 Cheshvan, 5780

November 2 - 8, 2019

Rabbi Marc Spivak, President David Goldstein, Rabbinic Intern Matt Lubin

SHABBAT KIDDUSH is sponsored by new young family/ Beit Midrash minyan. SEUDAH
SH’LISHIT is sponsored by the Shul.

Schedule 11/01 – 11/08

To sponsor a Shabbat Kiddush or Seudah Sh’lishit at the Shul, please contact Tami Puder at
office@congregationohrtorah.org.

Friday (11/01)
Shacharit
6:10am
Light Candles
5:35pm
Mincha
5:40pm
Shkia
5:53pm
Shabbat (11/2)
Shacharit
9:00am
Shacharit -Teen Minyan 9:30am
Latest Shema
10:04am
Mincha
5:25pm
Maariv
6:28pm
Shabbat ends
6:35pm
Sunday - Thursday (11/03 - 11/07)
Shacharit Sun
8:15am
Shacharit Mon/Thu
6:00am
Shacharit Tue/Wed
6:10am
Mincha/Maariv Sun
4:40pm
Maariv Mon-Thu
7:30pm
Friday (11/08)
Shacharit
6:10am
Light Candles
4:27pm
Mincha
4:30pm
Shkia
4:45pm

MISHNA B’RURA CLASS with Rabbi Grosberg after Shabbat Mincha will be held in the
Beit Midrash.
RABBI SPIVAK’S WEEKLY CLASS will meet this Wednesday evening at 7:45pm.

ED CROMAN’S KABBALAH CLASS: The next class in the Fall session is this Thursday, 7:30
- 9:30pm, November 7th in the Beit Midrash and continues on the following Thursdays:
November 21st, and December 5th.
מזל טוב: Mazal tov to Mali and Steve Schwartz on the birth of a grandson. Mazal tov to
parents Tani and Aaron Herman and big brother Michael of White Plains, NY.
HOST NEEDED: Heart Mind & Soul will be hosting their next Shabbaton here at Ohr Torah the weekend of November 8-10. If anyone can host an attendee for November 8-9,
please call Sandy Trencher of HM&S at 860-922-8336. All meals are furnished by the
Shabbaton, so they only need beds.
RKYHS OPEN HOUSE: Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School invites all 8th graders and their
parents to join us at our Open House on Motzei Shabbat, November 16th at 7:30
pm. Experience RKYHS during an inspirational evening as we highlight the vast opportunities for students, demonstrate our values, and define our difference. Come see the
dynamic and innovative academic and Judaic programs, first-rate educational initiatives
and co-curricular opportunities. Registration begins at 7:30pm followed by the program
at 8:00pm. Please register at
www.rkyhs.org/RKYHSOpenHouse
For more information, please contact Allison Lyons at alyons@rkyhs.org or 862-4378050.

Eruv Hotline:
(973) 736-1407 x6

OT SECURITY: Thank you to our security volunteers this week who stepped up to keep us
all safe. We need volunteers for November. Even if you’ve never volunteered in the past,
please try it out! Sign up and send Dov Chelst a message at dnchelst@gmail.com and he
can tell you what is required.

NOACH

Sisterhood Events and Donations
SAVE THE DATE: Ohr Torah Sisterhood’s Annual Membership Brunch will be on Sunday morning, December 8th. Our
guest speaker this year is nutritionist Michelle Routhenstein. Flyer and details to follow in the coming weeks.
LEARN TO KNIT: Sunday November 17 at 10:00 am. Free workshop. See ad on page 4 for more information.

Sisterhood Tribute Fund:
Please consider making a donation to honor or in memory of someone in any of the following categories. Tributes—$5; Sefer Fund—$10;
Youth Fund—$18; Siddur or Machzor—$40; Chumash—$60. For more information, please contact Debbie Druce deborahdruce@gmail.com
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Yahrzeits November 02 - 08
4 CHESHVAN: Annie Goldfischer for her Grandfather, Shmuel Kalman
ben Eliezer, Samuel Schwartzstein, on Shabbat, November 2.
4 CHESHVAN: Florence Schlanger for her Brother, Zerach Hillel ben
Mordechai HaLevi, Gerald Leff, on Shabbat, November 2.
4 CHESHVAN: Raisa Sverdlov for Gershon's Grandfather, Levi Yitzchak
ben Yoseph, Itzhak Alter, on Shabbat, November 2.
6 CHESHVAN: Murray Laulicht for his Father, Feivel Shrage ben Chaim
Ovadyahu, Philip Laulicht, on Monday, November 4.
7 CHESHVAN: Margot Freedman for her Father, Lev ben Shmuel
Dovid, Lyle Stanway, on Tuesday, November 5.
7 CHESHVAN: Joel Katcoff for his Father, Shimon ben Nachman, Seymour Katcoff, on Tuesday, November 5.
9 CHESHVAN: Elia Weixelbaum for his Mother, Chava bat Eliyahu,
Evelyn Weixelbaum, on Thursday, November 7.
9 CHESHVAN: Elia Weixelbaum for Stephanie's Father, Yitzchak Ber
ben Yisroel Binyamin, Irving Shatkin, on Thursday, November 7.
10 CHESHVAN: Stephen Flatow for his Grandfather, Shmuel Mordechai ben Shaul, Samuel Flatow, on Friday, November 8.
10 CHESHVAN: Rhonda Lillianthal for her Father, Slomo Dov ben
Yosef, Sidney Arbeit, on Friday, November 8.
For changes/corrections to this list, please contact Elia Weixelbaum or send an
e-mail to : ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org

DST ends
2AM Sunday Nov. 3
Turn your clocks back
one hour.

MEMBERSHIP PLUS DONORS 5780
Builder
Marilyn & Ed Croman
Sustainer
Linda & Murray Laulicht

Margot & Larry Freedman

Benefactor
Gail & Bruce Bukiet

Sharon & Howard Charish

Louraine & Robert Eagle

Lea & Howard Katuna

Shari & Ari Katz
Mali & Steven Schwartz

Shani & Harvey Okin
Renee & Howard Spear
Patron

Nancy & Richard Perl

Roberta & Barry Schwartz

Bertha & Raphael Sharret
Sponsor
Barbara Israel & David Bortniker
Arden & Benjamin Fusman

Tova & Eli Feiler
Sarah & James Geller

Dina & David Goldstein

Anna & Steven Kirshblum

Jennifer & Jonathan Sharret
Chavi & Chesky Trenk

Karen Barrow & Leron Thumim
Donor

Sarah & Michael Diamond

Susan & Robert Grosberg

Gail & Jeffrey Gruber
Boni & Martin Moskovitz

Joan & Dominick Mobilio

Larry Rein
Judith & Bernard Schanzer

Yoav & Carrie Rosenblat
Rena & Bruce Schlanger

Shuly & Aaron Spool

Holly & Howard Sragow

Davida & Gary Stadtmauer

Shawn & Ari Tarzik

Chagit & Jeffrey Raskin

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Items for the Newsletter must
be submitted before 4:00pm on the Wednesday before publication. Anything submitted after that time will be considered
for the following issue.
Email to: shabbatnewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Rabbi Marc Spivak rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org
Office: Tami Puder office@congregationohrtorah.org
Board: board@congregationohrtorah.org
Men’s Club President: Larry Freedman, larry@18thstory.com
Sisterhood President: Bertha Sharret, rsharret@hotmail.com
Chesed: Rabbi Spivak, Tami Puder
Shiva Assistance: Rabbi Robert Grosberg
Shiva Meals: Gail Bukiet
Building Committee: Arnold Barton
Subscription Requests: listserv@congregationohrtorah.org
Monthly Calendar: Elia Weixelbaum
Newsletter: ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org
Reading Torah: Avi Klein, otlaining@congregationohrtorah.org
Scheduling Calendar: Tami Puder, e-mail to
Schedule@congregationohrtorah.org
Tributes/Siddurim/Chumashim/Machzorim Donations: Debbie
Druce
Bookplate Design-Bar, Bat Mitzvah Inscriptions: Debbie Druce
Yahrtzeit/Tree of Life Plaques: Jack Rosen
Youth Committee: Leron Thumim and Chavi Trenk (co-chairs)
leron.Thumim@gmail.com and ebtrenk@gmail.com
Youth Director: Rivky Balser Youth@congregationohrtorah.org
Newsletter Advertising: Howard Charish
advertising@congregationohrtorah.org
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TORAH THOUGHT:

Howard Sragow

Howard Sragow did graduate work in Ancient Jewish History at the Bernard Revel Graduate School of Yeshiva
University before pursuing a career in health care technology. You can find him early most mornings practicing Toradojo martial arts in the Redwood School parking lot.

The Tower of Babel is taught to very young children. It’s a
simple story with just nine verses, 121 Hebrew words. It answers the conundrum of how humans could descend from a
common ancestor, yet speak unfamiliar languages. Yet its
simplicity hides a subtle art that makes the story even more
compelling upon a second read.
This story is useful for studying the Torah’s narrative art because it is mostly independent. Most stories in the Torah
have connections that reach forward and backward through
the larger narrative. But these nine verses have no recurring
characters. Earlier chapters don’t explicitly anticipate its
events. It appears to be a mostly self-contained microcosm,
with a clear beginning and end. It seems valid to analyze it as
a unit.
The Dutch scholar Jan Fokkelman did so in 1975. And he
demonstrated that this small story has an unusual structure. Certain motifs repeat: the phrase “kol haaretz” (the
entire earth) – occurs in verses 1, 4 and 9. The word
“safah” (language) occurs five times; the verb
“hefitz” (scatter) occurs in verses 4, 8 and 9. And the word
“havah” (let’s) occurs in verses 4 and 7. Word repetitions in
Torah narrative often highlight ironic contrast (compare Joseph’s interpretation of the baker’s dream, which starts exactly like his interpretation of the butler’s dream, but ends
violently); the repetitions here are no exception.
And the story’s perspective shifts: the first four verses describe human action; and the last four verses describe Divine
action. But the fifth verse, exactly in the middle, contains a
transition: G-d came down in order to see the city. This is
one reason Fokkelman describes the structure as having chiastic symmetry: four verses at the beginning with a “down”
perspective (the people acting on earth), four verses at the
end with an “up” perspective (G-d acting in heaven), and one
verse in the middle which bridges from the “down” part to
the “up” part.
Repetition of the word “havah” provides another key chiastic
point, taking place once in the people’s ideation “let’s build a
city” and once in G-d’s hortatory “let’s go down.” When a
word is repeated, it makes a listener focus briefly on their
prior experience of the word. The listener is likely to remem-

ber: “The last time I heard that word, the people were
speaking, and they were intending to make sure the people
wouldn’t be scattered.” A careful listener is likely to anticipate that G-d is going to act against the people’s intent.
The larger phrase “scattered over the entire earth” also provides a key chiastic point, since it is found at the end of both
sections, in verses 4 and 9. The first time, “scattered over
the entire earth” is what the people seek to avoid; they build
the city and tower so that they can stay together. But the
second time, “scattered over the entire earth” is what G-d
does to the people. The people tried to accomplish a goal,
and in pursuing that goal, they thwarted it. The story implies
an irony: had the people been less industrious, lazed around
and not built a city instead of trying to avoid being scattered,
they actually might have achieved their goal and stayed together.

The sequential listener would also hear in the sixth verse
allusion to a phrase found earlier in Genesis: “hen
echad” (behold, one). The last time we’d heard that, G-d
was taking proactive action against a rebellious Adam: “Hen
adam haya k’echad mimenu” (the man is going to be one
like us). This recognition forces G-d to take initiative and
banish Adam from the Garden of Eden before he can consume from the Tree of Life. Similarly here, man desires to be
just a bit too similar to G-d; as a result, G-d must subvert the
people’s goals, and prevent them from being “echad.” A
careful listener would hear those foreboding implications
immediately upon hearing the word “hen,” and certainly
upon hearing “hen am echad.”
The chiastic structure of the story also reflects the G-dly ethic of “midda k’neged midda” (measure for measure). Just as
the story’s verse structure is symmetric, so is G-d’s justice
symmetric too. The people tried to rebel against G-d’s
planned dispersion by building towards G-d’s heavenly domain; G-d therefore prevented them from continuing to
build the city, and scattered them.
I hope this brief analysis inspires you to read the Torah more
carefully. Just when you think you know it, a new perspective can cause you to see even more. Shabbat Shalom.

Over the course of the next few months, we will have different people write a D'var Torah for the newsletter. The goal is to
hear words of Torah from other Ohr Torah members and learn a little about who they are. I encourage everyone to participate. Please email me at Rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org if you would like to volunteer to share your ideas with us. Torah unites our nation. We are really excited about this project and I hope it will strengthen our bonds as a community.
Rabbi Marc Spivak
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL FOR BOYS:
(MTA): Join their Open House on Sunday, November 10th,
9:30 am to learn more about our warm, personalized, and
inspiring approach to Torah, academic, and extracurricular programs. To RSVP, please visit yuhsb.org/
openhouse. Questions? Contact Rabbi Yoni Stone at 646994-0441 or ystone@yuhsb.org.
COMEDY AT KUSHNER: The annual Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy/Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School ATID SOCIETY Event will be on Sunday, November 24. This year,
the ATID SOCIETY will present the stand-up comedy of
MODI, voted one of the "Top 10 comedians in NYC"
by Hollywood Reporter & Backstage. The performance will
take place at JKHA/RKYHS, 110 South Orange Avenue in
Livingston, at 7:30 PM and will be followed by a deluxe
dessert reception. A pre-concert dinner reception for all
members of the ATID SOCIETY will take place at 6:00
PM. Please visit www.jkha.org/atid to purchase tickets
and join the ATID SOCIETY. For more information, please
contact: slevinson@jkha.org or 862-437-8001.
WhatsApp Ohr Torah General Announcements: To
join this important announcement group, sign up at
http://congregationohrtorah.org/whatsapp
on your mobile phone (install WhatsApp first), tap the
"Join Chat" button. Alternatively, you can email Anna
at (office@congregationohrtorah.org) or David Goldstein (davesmail@golddave.com) with the phone
number you use with WhatsApp and they will add you
to the group.
HELP US MAKE A MINYAN by joining a WhatsApp
group for alerts when the shul needs help making a
minyan. This group has been very successful in its mission, but we can always use more help. If you would
like to be added to the group, please go to the following site:
http://congregationohrtorah.org/minyanwhatsapp
on your mobile phone with WhatsApp already installed and tap the "Join Chat" button. Alternatively,
you
can
email
either
Bruce
Schlanger,
Bruce.Schlanger@gmail.com, or David Goldstein
davesmail@golddave.com with the phone number
you use with WhatsApp and they will add you to the
group.
SENDING IN A CHECK FOR A PAYMENT TO OHR TORAH? Assist us in our record keeping by writing on the
memo line or include a note about the reason for the
check. Also, remember that mail should always be
sent to PO Box 6169, West Orange, NJ 07052, and not
to 270 Pleasant Valley Way. Thank you!
SMILE TIME: Sarah Nomberg is hanging up her husband's
jacket when suddenly she becomes enraged. Spotting a
long grey hair on the garment’s shoulder she yells, "You
were at your mother's to get sympathy again!"
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