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270 Pleasant Valley Way ❑ PO Box 6169 ❑ West Orange, NJ 07052
9 - 15 Adar II, 5779

March 16 - 22, 2019

Rabbi Marc Spivak, President David Goldstein, Rabbinic Intern Shlomo David
Schedule 03/16 – 03/22
Friday (03/15)
Light Shabbat Candles
6:45pm
Mincha/Maariv
6:50pm
Shkia
7:03pm
Shabbat (03/16) ZACHOR
Class w/ R. David
8:30am
Shacharit
9:00am
Latest Shema
10:06am
Mincha
6:35pm
Maariv
7:39pm
Shabbat ends
7:46pm
Sunday - Friday (03/17 - 03/22)
Shacharit Sun
8:15am
Shacharit Mon
6:00am
Shacharit Tue/Fri
6:10am
Mincha/Maariv Sun-Tue 6:50pm
Purim - see schedule on right
Erev Shabbat - Friday (03/22)
Light Candles
6:53pm
Mincha
7:00pm
Shkia
7:11pm
Eruv Hotline: (973) 736-1407 x6
UPCOMING:
Rosh Chodesh Nissan Sat Apr 6
Erev Pesach Fri FIRST SEDER Apr 19
Pesach –last 2 days Fri/Sat Apr 26, 27
Rosh Chodesh Iyar Sun/Mon May 5, 6

YO-YO AT PURIM! Get the
young ones ready for some fun
during the third Megillah reading
on Purim, this Thursday, March
21st, starting promptly at 10:15,
until 11:15am. See the Ad on
page 4.

PURIM EVENING
ACTIVITIES AT
OHR TORAH! SEE
THE AD ON PAGE 7…. FUN
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

Wednesday (03/20)

Fast Starts:
5:48am
Shacharit:
5:50am
Mincha/Maariv:
6:40pm
Fast Ends:
7:39pm
Megillah (1st Reading): 7:50pm
Megillah (2nd Reading): 9:30pm
Thursday (03/21)

Shacharit:
Megillah:
2nd Shacharit:
Megillah:
3rd Megillah Reading:
Mincha/Maariv:

5:50am
6:30am
8:15am
9:00am
10:30am
6:55pm

KIDDUSH: This Shabbat we will celebrate 3/14 (two days later) on the calendar
and thus we have a ‘PI’ Shabbat sponsored by Ohr Torah mathematicians, Bruce
Bukiet, Rabbi Robert Grosberg, Yank Poleyeff, Elia Weixelbaum, Alan Routhenstein, and Jonathan Weber. SEUDAH SH’LISHIT is sponsored by Shul.
To sponsor a Shabbat Kiddush or Seudah Sh’lishit at the Shul, please contact Anna Chosak at
office@congregationohrtorah.org.

PRE-SHACHARIT CLASS with Rabbinic Intern Shlomo David, this Shabbat at 8:30am
MISHNA B’RURA CLASS with Rabbi Grosberg will be held this Shabbat in the Beit
Midrash.
RABBI SPIVAK’S WEEKLY CLASS will not meet this Wednesday due to Purim.
KABBALAH CLASSES with Ed Croman. The new spring session has started, the next
class is Thursday, March 28th at 7:30pm in the Beit Midrash.
HELP SHARE PURIM with residents at Green Hill Assisted living. Parents are welcome to come with children to hear the megillah reading at 11 am in the Garden
Room. Come in costume and bring groggers. Refreshments. For more info, contact
Debbie Druce, deborahdruce@gmail.com.
 תודה רבהTHANK YOU: On behalf of my entire family, I would like to thank the
community for the outpouring of support we experienced following the petirah of
my beloved mother, Elise Chamama Z"L. I consider myself blessed to be part of
such a caring and supportive community. May HaKadosh Baruch Hu bless you and
those close to you, with long life in good health, happiness,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Sisterhood Events and Donations
Sisterhood Tribute Fund:
Please consider making a donation to honor or in memory of someone in any of the following
categories. Tributes—$5; Sefer Fund—$10; Youth Fund—$18; Siddur or Machzor—$40; Chumash—$60. For more information, please contact Debbie Druce deborahdruce@gmail.com
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and prosperity and in the future. May we only share in
s’machot, Roland Chamama.
LEAVING FOR ISRAEL: We wish Nancy and Richard Perl a
safe and rewarding journey as they leave for Israel for
three months. They want to thank everyone who stood by
them during the aveilut for Richard’s mother for the past
ten months, especially Rabbi Spivak and Rabbi Grosberg for
their help. In honor of everyone at Ohr Torah, they have
made a donation to the Grebenau Kiddush Fund. We will
miss you and your broccoli cutting expertise.... Thank you
for all your hard work and assistance.
WINE FOR PESACH: Even if you missed the
tasting at Casino Night, you can still take advantage of the sale! Why schlep to
Teaneck for wine when you can choose the
best available here, pick it up locally, and benefit AABJ&D, Ohr Torah, Chabad
of West Orange, Etz Chaim and the Iris Berman Early Childhood Center? It's a win-win all around. Buy
your wine through us and cross it off your Pesach to-do
list! We’ve attached the price list to the Newsletter and on
it you will find over 350 wines and liquors. Extra forms will
be available in the Shul vestibule. Prices are extremely
competitive and will benefit our community. If there is anything that you don't see and want to order,
email jaickytammam@gmail.com. Last day to order is
March 24.
ICE SKATING: Save the date - Sunday, noon, May 19th, for
the Second Annual Ohr Torah Ice Skating Event. Last year’s
event was extremely popular. This event is likely to sell out
early, so make your reservations now. See the ad on page
6.
TOGETHER ON TUESDAY: Tuesday March 19, “Liquid of
Life” by Dr. Mark Grebenau, MD. This presentation will
cover the origins of blood transfusion and blood banking,
as well as the lifesaving components used from each blood
donation, and current blood donation procedures. Even if
you are not eligible to donate, please learn about blood
donation so that you can encourage family members and
friends to partake in this important mitzvah. Come at 12:30
for a nutritious lunch; hot soup and hamentaschen by West
Orange Bake Shop. Speaker at 1:00PM.

HELP US MAKE A MINYAN by joining a WhatsApp group
for alerts when the shul needs help making a minyan.
This group has been very successful in its mission, but
we can always use more help. If you would like to be
added to the group, please go to the following site
http://congregationohrtorah.org/minyanwhatsapp on
your mobile phone with WhatsApp already installed and
tap the "Join Chat" button. Alternatively, you can email
either Bruce Schlanger, Bruce.Schlanger@gmail.com,
or David Goldstein davesmail@golddave.com with the
phone number you use with WhatsApp and they will
add you to the group.

Yahrzeits March 16 - 22
9 ADAR-II: Naomi Berg for her Father, Tuvia ben Menachem,
Hyman Bell, on Shabbat, March 16.
9 ADAR: Adley Mandel for his Brother, Zelig Yitzchak ben
Ephraim, Stewart Mandel, on Shabbat, March 16.
10 ADAR: Jeff Carmeli for his Mother, Yaffa bat Yitzhak, on
Sunday, March 17.
10 ADAR-II: Fernand Schoppik for his Grandfather, Shabtai ben
Tzvi, Shabtai Piotrkowky, on Sunday, March 17.
12 ADAR-II: Susan Lando for her Mother, Rochel bat Yosef,
Ruth Frommell, on Tuesday, March 19.
For changes/corrections to this list, please contact Elia Weixelbaum or send an
e-mail to : ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org

TIME LINE OF PURIM
3395 (438BCE) Feast of Achashveirosh.
3399 (434BCE) Esther becomes Queen.
3404 (429BCE) Haman casts lots, Esther goes before the
King, Haman is hung.
3405 (428BCE) Jews turn the tables, Haman’s sons are hung,
Jews celebrate.
3406 (427BCE) The Megillat Esther is written and becomes
part of the Tanach.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Items for the Newsletter must be
submitted before 4:00pm on the Wednesday before publication. Anything submitted after that time will be considered for
the following issue.
Email to: shabbatnewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Rabbi Marc Spivak rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org
Office: Anna Chosak office@congregationohrtorah.org
Board: board@congregationohrtorah.org
Men’s Club President: Larry Freedman, larry@18thstory.com
Sisterhood President: Bertha Sharret, rsharret@hotmail.com
Chesed: Rabbi Spivak, Anna Chosak
Shiva Assistance: Rabbi Robert Grosberg, Judy Carmeli,
Stuart Rosenblum
Building Committee: Arnold Barton
Subscription Requests: listserv@congregationohrtorah.org
Monthly Calendar: Elia Weixelbaum
Newsletter: all submissions must be emailed by Wed., 4:00PM to:
ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org
Reading Torah: Avi Klein, otlaining@congregationohrtorah.org
Scheduling Calendar: Anna Chosak, e-mail to
Schedule@congregationohrtorah.org
Tributes/Siddurim/Chumashim/Machzorim Donations: Debbie
Druce
Bookplate Design-Bar, Bat Mitzvah Inscriptions: Debbie Druce
Yahrtzeit/Tree of Life Plaques: Jack Rosen
Youth Committee: Leron Thumim and Chavi Trenk (co-chairs)
leron.Thumim@gmail.com and ebtrenk@gmail.com
Youth Director: Rivky Balser Youth@congregationohrtorah.org
Newsletter Advertising: Howard Charish
advertising@congregationohrtorah.org
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TORAH THOUGHT:

Vayikra : On My Birthday
Dr. Elliot Grossman is a Pediatric Neurologist at Children’s Specialized Hospital, a division of RWJBarnabas Health
Center. He lives in West Orange with his loving wife Suzanne, and both of them enjoy learning Torah. He has
two sons, Gideon, and Jonah along with his daughter-in-law Charlotte, and two daughters Tali and Hannah, and
a new grandson in little Herman Irving.
Elliot Grossman

I am about to turn 65. (the government has a nice
way of reminding you.) As all birthdays it is time of
reflection and reassessment; how have I been as a
husband, father and friend (and how was I as a
son)?
When G-d dictated the Torah to Moshe and told
him to write “Vayikra el Moshe,” Moshe preferred
to write “Vayikar el Moshe”, “happened upon
Moshe“ as if by chance rather than being summoned by G-d (G-d was planning to use vayikar
when addressing Bilam.) When G-d saw that Moshe
left off the aleph, he commanded Moshe to
add the aleph. Moshe obeyed but he wrote it with
a smaller aleph consistent with his humility (Baal Ha
Turim).
Our parasha continues with the various sin offerings
by the Kohen, the whole community (members of
the Sanhedrin), the ordinary individual and the
leader. The Torah states that the “if” (eem) one sins
pertains to three of the four above. But only for the
leader does it say “when” (asher). Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks in “Lessons in Leadership” attributes to Rabbi
Ovadia Sforno and Rabbenu Bahiya that rulers tend
to become arrogant and haughty and can lose their
moral compass. Rabbi Sacks offers Lord Acton’s
aphorism “Power tends to corrupt and absolute
power corrupts absolutely”.
Moshe’s humility stands in stark contrast to that of
King Saul. As in our haftarah this Shabbat Zachor,
Saul does not heed G-d’s command, through Samuel, regarding Amalek, that is, to have no pity on Amalek and to destroy all that he has (man, woman,
child and animal). Saul killed all the people except
for Agag, the king, and the best of the animals.
Samuel then tells him that G-d has rejected him as
king. Saul never takes full responsibility for his actions; he does not admit unconditionally that he has
sinned.

Regarding offerings, Samuel says “ Does Hashem
delight in burnt offerings...In obedience to the voice
of Hashem... it is better to obey...than be attentive
to the fat of rams.”
Our parasha ends: “The Kohen shall provide him
atonement before Hashem and it shall be forgiven
him for any of all the things he may do to incur
guilt.”
Regarding “ Vayikra el Moshe” why the “el”? But as
the Torah does not use redundancy lightly, Rashi
states that the “el” indicates that only Moshe heard
G-d calling him, a voice only he heard.
Today we have no sacrifices to help us atone and
we hear no voice from G-d but we have the mitzvot
of t’fillah (prayer), tzadakah (charity) and t’shuvah
(atonement) to help us correct our errant ways.
In Rabbi Avraham Trugman’s “Orchard of Delight”
he says Chassidut emphasizes that although Rashi
teaches that only Moses heard the call, or in effect,
G-d is constantly calling to each and every Jew to
draw near to Him... and that the Zohar teaches that
there is a small spark of Moshe within every Jew.
In studying our sources to prepare for this dvar Torah, I recognize more so the profound significance
of humility and the ease of susceptibility to the dangers of arrogance.
I am reminded of a mother of one of my patients
many years ago presenting me with a framed quote
saying “No one cares how much you know until
they know how much you care.”
... the small aleph
...the small silent voice
In having the privilege of preparing these few
words, l have been given a wonderful birthday present.
Shabbat Shalom. Elliot Grossman

Over the course of the next few months, we will have different people write a D'var Torah for the newsletter. The goal is to
hear words of Torah from other Ohr Torah members and learn a little about who they are. I encourage everyone to participate. Please email me at Rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org if you would like to volunteer to share your ideas with us. Torah unites our nation. We are really excited about this project and I hope it will strengthen our bonds as a community.
Rabbi Marc Spivak
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CELEBRATE a Birthday or an Anniversary at one of
our monthly Shabbot Mevarchim. If you, or a family
member, or a friend are celebrating a birthday or
anniversary during a particular month, for contributing just $36 per birthday or anniversary, you can
co-sponsor a kiddush in their honor. Contact Anna,
at
office@congregationohrtorah.org,
or call the office, 973-669-7320 ext. 1. Sign up for
sponsorship by the Tuesday night preceding the
Shabbat Mevarchim Kiddush so we can list the
sponsors in the Weekly Newsletter. The next Mevarchim Kiddush is March 26th for the month of
Nissan - you must sign up by March 30th.
AMAZON SMILE: Your Amazon purchases can help
Ohr Torah with the AmazonSmile program. To set
up your account go to
https://congregationohrtorah.org/amazon
and follow the instructions. Once your account is
set, Amazon will donate a small percentage of
the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to
Ohr Torah with no additional charge to you. To
start making purchases to benefit Ohr Torah go
to https://smile.amazon.com and shop. If an item is
already in your Shopping Cart or Wish List you can
still go to AmazonSmile to complete your purchase
and support our shul.
WhatsApp Ohr Torah General Announcements:
To join this new announcement group, go to
http://congregationohrtorah.org/whatsapp on your
mobile phone (install WhatsApp first), tap the "Join
Chat" button. Alternatively, email Anna at
(office@congregationohrtorah.org) or David Goldstein (davesmail@golddave.com) with the phone
number you use with WhatsApp and they will add
you to the group.
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WHAT DO YOU CALL?
1. 2,000 pounds of Chinese Soup?
2. The time between slipping on a banana peel
and hitting the pavement?
3. The time it takes to sail 220 yards at one nautical mile per hour?
4. Basic unit of laryngitis?
5. Half of a large intestine?
ANSWERS: 1. Won Ton. 2. Bananosecond. 3. Knotfurlong. 4. One hoarsepower. 5. Semicolon.

10. You can make noise in shul and it is a mitzvah.
9. Levity is not just for the Levites.
8. If you're having a bad hair day, just wear a mask and
no one will know who you are.
7. Purim is easier to spell than Khanuka, Chanukah,
Chanuka, Hanukkah, Hanuka.
6. You don't have to kasher your home and change all
the pots and dishes.
5. You don't have to build a sukkah and eat outside.
4. You get to drink wine without standing for Kiddush.
3. You can't eat hamentaschen on Yom Kippur.
2. You won't get hit in the eye by a lulav.
And finally: number one 1. Mordechai wins; Haman loses!

ANSWERS IN NEXT WEEK’S NEWSLETTER
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THE FAST OF ESTHER
The fast begins 5:48am and ends at 7:39pm on
Wednesday, March 20th. Those not required to
fast include nursing mothers and pregnant
women, and anyone whose health might be
adversely affected by the fasting. Leather shoes
may be worn, and one may wash their hands
and face with water.

THE FOUR MITZVOT OF PURIM
 משלוח מנותSending gifts to friends and family.
 מתנות לאביוניםGiving Gifts to the poor.
 לשמוע את קריאת המגילהListening to the
Megillah.
 סעודהBeing part of the Purim Feast.
On the Shabbat preceding Purim, we take out two
Torah Scrolls, one for the weekly Parasha and the
other for Parasha Zachor which reminds us to remember what Amalek did to us. It also follows for
the descendents of Amalek, which includes Haman.

THE ENIGMA OF THE TEN SONS OF HAMAN
The Megillah of Ester (Esther) was canonized back in the 4th Century
BCE. We find in the last chapter an account of the hanging of the ten
sons of Haman, which we have produced here as written in every Megillah since then. Underneath the ten sons is written a vowelized text with
some of text underlined. There is a strange message in the underlined
text - The King asks Ester, “What is your petition and it shall be granted
here? And what more do you request and it will be granted you?” Ester,
in her reply, asks the King to have Haman’s ten sons hanged again on
the gallows tomorrow. Remember in the Megillah, when the King is
mentioned without reference to Achashverosh, it refers to HaShem.
But wait a minute, the sons were already hung. How could they be hung
again tomorrow? Fast forward about 2,500 years. Notice the small Hebrew letters circled - Tav ת, Shin ש, Zion ז, and the oversized Vav ו. The
first three add up to 707 and the big Vav stands for the sixth millennium
that we are in now. That’s the Hebrew year 5707, the year 1946 on the
civil calendar. The year the Ten Nazis went to the gallows following the
Nuremberg Trials. There was an 11th Nazi, Goering, who committed
suicide before he could be hung. Our sages tells us Haman’s daughter
committed suicide rather than face the hangman, and reportedly Goering liked to put on women’s clothing.
Now look at the date - October 16th, 1946, Hoshana Rabba, the day the
world is judged by HaShem following the New Year, the day the Gentiles
are judged! (Zohar Vayikra 31b) Further, as they put the noose around
Julius Streicher, he yelled out, “Purim Fest, 1946!”
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