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Pinchas

24 Tammuz–1 Av, 5779

July 27–August 2, 2019

Rabbi Marc Spivak • President David Goldstein

Schedule 7/26 – 8/2
Friday, 7/26

Shacharit
Mincha/Maariv
Light Shabbat Candles
Candle-lighting b’zman
Shkia

6:10am
7:00pm
7:10pm
8:01pm
8:19pm

Shabbat Mevarchim, 7/27

Shacharit
Latest Shema

9:00am
9:25am

SAY SHEMA BEFORE COMING TO SHUL

Mincha
Maariv
Shabbat ends

7:55pm
8:59pm
9:06pm

Sunday–Thursday, 7/27–8/1
Shacharit Sun
8:15am
Shacharit Mon/Thu
6:00am
Shacharit Tue/Wed
6:10am
Mincha/Maariv Sun-Th 8:00pm
Friday, 8/2: ROSH CHODESH
Shacharit
5:50am
Mincha
7:00pm
Light Shabbat Candles 7:10pm
Candle-lighting b’zman 7:53pm
Shkia
8:11pm
Eruv Hotline: (973) 736-1407 x6

UPCOMING

Tisha B’av Observed Sun Aug 11
Tu B’Av Fri Aug 16
Rosh Chodesh Elul Aug 31, Sep 1

THE THREE WEEKS
The period between the 17th of
Tammuz and Tisha B’Av is a time of
mourning. Therefore:
• We avoid public celebrations involving dancing and music
• No weddings are held
• No haircuts or shaving
• We do not say Shehechianu on
new items (except on Shabbat)
• We avoid pleasure trips
• Fingernails may be clipped except
during the Nine Days

SHABBAT KIDDUSH and SEUDAH SH’LISHIT are sponsored by the Shul.

To sponsor a Shabbat Kiddush or Seudah Sh’lishit at the Shul, email office@congregationohrtorah.org
or sign up on our website under Donate: Sponsor a Kiddush or Shalosh Seudot.

MISHNA B’RURA CLASS will be held this Shabbat after Mincha.
RABBI SPIVAK’S WEEKLY CLASS will meet this Wednesday at 7:15pm in the Beit Midrash.

 מזל טובMazel Tov to Elia Weixelbaum & Karen Berger on the birth of a girl, Chava
Shayna, to their son and daughter-in-law, Zach & Sarah Miriam (Sami) Weixelbaum.
Mazel Tov to the entire Weixelbaum/Berger and Ginsburg families.

TIME TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP FOR 2019/2020: Membership renewal for 20192020 is currently open. Due to the rising costs of running the shul, we have raised
dues for the first time in several years. Dues are now $765 per family membership,
and $395 per single membership. As in the past, we encourage you to participate in
our voluntary Membership Plus program at any of the following levels:
Builder: $2500+
Patron: $750+

Sustainer: $1,800+
Sponsor: $360+

Benefactor: $1,000+
Donor:
$180+

Also, please note that the forms (both on paper and online) include an optional $54
donation to the West Orange Eruv. The West Orange Eruv will not be reaching out
directly to the community to raise funds as in the past. These optional donations
are needed to maintain and improve the Eruv. Since we all use it, let’s shoot for
100% participation. To renew your membership online go to
https://www.congregationohrtorah.org/dues.
SISTERHOOD/MEN’S CLUB RENEWALS: These two fine groups support a lot of the
activities at Ohr Torah. It is important that you renew your memberships for the
upcoming year. We have attached forms to the Newsletter to make it convenient for
you to renew. The Sisterhood also maintains the Shul Directory. To make sure you
are on the list, and/or to buy advertising in the booklet, see the form on page 7.
THE ANNUAL OHR TORAH DIRECTORY, produced every year by the Sisterhood, is in
the works for 2019-20/5780. You can increase the reach of your business and defray
the cost of publishing the directory by placing an ad for $54 with a business card, or
with a full page ad for $100. Spread the word to family and friends who are business
owners too. See the flyer on page 7 for more information.
READING BUDDIES NEEDED: Jewish Family Services of MetroWest is looking
for volunteers 55 and over to read aloud to children in kindergarten and second
grade once a week during the school year, as part of their RSVP (Retired Senior
and Volunteer Program) efforts called “Reading Buddies.” They have just added
Redwood School this year—ideal for Ohr Torah members. Interested readers can
contact Julie Cramer at (973) 637-1761 or jcramer@jfsmetrowest.org. For more
information or to sign up for the program, go to www.jfsmetrowest.org/RSVP.
Sisterhood Tribute Fund Please consider making a donation to honor or in memory of

someone in any of the following categories. Tributes $5; Sefer Fund $10; Youth Fund $18;
Siddur or Machzor $40; Chumash $60. For more information, please contact Debbie Druce
at deborahdruce@gmail.com.
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THE FELICE BLANK SENIORS PROGRAM, TOGETHER ON
TUESDAY
Tuesday, July 30, from 1–2:30pm • Light refreshments
Pleasant Valley Shabbos: The Surprising History of an
American Jewish Community
The Pleasantdale section of West Orange has been home
to Jewish residents since the late 19th century. Hear the
stories of its early residents, including Lena Green and
Nellie “Ma” Goldman, founders of modest boarding houses that developed into lavish hotels similar to those in the
Catskills. Learn about Pleasantdale’s evolution into a suburb, the development of its neighborhoods, religious and
cultural institutions, and the different ways in which Jews
created a community in the Orange Mountains.
David Druce, a high school history teacher and graduate
of Yeshiva University and Bard College, will present
original research from the census, the archives of the
New Jersey Jewish News and other sources. His parents
have been residents of Pleasantdale since 1992.
KULANU METROWEST OPEN HOUSE Kulanu MetroWest
is a new and dynamic after-school program, offering
vibrant and dynamic educational, spiritual, and social
programming for Jewish children in public school, including
those who have left yeshiva or Jewish day school.
Kulanu’s Open House will take place on Wednesday,
August 7, 7–8:30pm, at the JCC MetroWest, 760 Northfield
Avenue, West Orange. Registration is available online at
www.KulanuMW.org.
Pleae contact Kulanu’s co-chairs, Ira Bloom, Moshe Glick,
or Larry Rein, with any questions. See flyer on page 8.
SMILE TIME: Moishe davens every day from the
Siddur he received thirty years before at his Bar
Mitzvah. One day, while hiking on the trails in Ein
Gedi Nature Preseve in Israel, it falls out of his
pocket somewhere. Despite retracing his steps
many times, the precious siddur is lost. Disheartened, he
returns to his hotel in Yerushalayim. About a week later,
just as he is leaving his hotel, a camel struts up to Moishe
with the siddur in his mouth. Moishe looks heavenward
and shouts, “It’s a miracle!” “Not really,” explains the
camel. “Your name was on the inside cover.”
Cafe Klarbucks @the Lubavitch Center
Poetry Workshop/Reading, Thursday at 7:30pm
Shabbat House: Let’s Greet Shabbat with Song, Friday
night, Singing at 6:30pm; Shabbat Dinner at 7:30pm.
Shabbat Daytime at 5:30 - Gathering of Singing and Torah
Insights for the Heart and Soul, 5:30pm
For more info/register: devorahklar@gmail.com
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Yahrzeits July 27 - August 2

24 TAMMUZ: Susan Lando for David’s Father, HaRav Chaim
Gronim ben HaRav Shlomo Dov, Rabbi Chaim Lando, on
Shabbat, July 27.
24 TAMMUZ: Linda Rosen for her Father, Yishaya ben Elazar
HaLevi, Sidney Weiss, on Shabbat, July 27.
25 TAMMUZ: Deborah Finkelstein for her Father, HaRav
Moshe ben Yehuda, Rabbi Murray Grauer, on Sunday, July 28.
26 TAMMUZ: Elaine Scherman for Blumah bat Yehuda,
Blumah Pako- witz, on Monday, July 29.
26 TAMMUZ: Elia Weixelbaum for his Sister, Yocheved Gedula
bat Baruch, Jody Weixelbaum, on Monday, July 29.
29 TAMMUZ: Arnold Barton for his Father, Shalom ben Yoel
Hacohen, Samuel Barton, on Thursday, August 1.
29 TAMMUZ: Jack Rosen for his Aunt, Sara bat Avraham
HaCohain, Sarah Sheps, on Thursday, August 1.
1 AV: Rosalyn Flatow for her Mother, Etyl bat Yitzchak, Ethel
Pakett, on Friday, August 2.
For changes/corrections to this list, please contact Elia
Weixelbaum, or send an e-mail to:
ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: Items for the Newsletter
must be submitted before 4:00pm on the Wednesday
before publication. Anything submitted after that time
will be considered for the following issue.
Email to: shabbatnewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Rabbi Marc Spivak rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org
Office: Anna Chosak office@congregationohrtorah.org
Board: board@congregationohrtorah.org
Men’s Club President: Larry Freedman, larry@18thstory.com
Sisterhood President: Bertha Sharret, rsharret@hotmail.com
Chesed: Rabbi Spivak, Anna Chosak
Shiva Assistance: Rabbi Robert Grosberg, Judy Carmeli, Stuart Rosenblum
Building Committee: Arnold Barton
Subscription Requests: listserv@congregationohrtorah.org
Monthly Calendar: Elia Weixelbaum
Newsletter: all submissions must be emailed by Wed., 4:00PM to:
ShabbatNewsletter@congregationohrtorah.org
Reading Torah: Avi Klein, otlaining@congregationohrtorah.org
Scheduling Calendar: Anna Chosak, e-mail to
Schedule@congregationohrtorah.org
Tributes/Siddurim/Chumashim/Machzorim Donations: Debbie Druce
Bookplate Design-Bar, Bat Mitzvah Inscriptions: Debbie Druce
Yahrtzeit/Tree of Life Plaques: Jack Rosen
Youth Committee: Leron Thumim and Chavi Trenk (co-chairs)
leron.Thumim@gmail.com and ebtrenk@gmail.com
Youth Director: Rivky Balser Youth@congregationohrtorah.org
Newsletter Advertising: Howard Charish, advertising@congregationohrtorah.org
Cholim: Mark Grebenau mark.grebenau@prodigy.net

HELP US MAKE A MINYAN by joining a WhatsApp group for

alerts when the shul needs help making a minyan. If you would
like to be added to the group, sign up at:
http://congregationohrtorah.org/minyanwhatsapp
on your mobile phone with WhatsApp already installed and tap
the “Join Chat” button. Alternatively, you can email either Bruce
Schlanger (Bruce.Schlanger@gmail.com), or David Goldstein
davesmail@golddave.com with the phone number you use with
WhatsApp and they will add you to the group.

TORAH THOUGHT

Pinchas: Emulating Hashem and Confronting Bias

Benji Schwartz lives in West Orange with his family and attended the Joseph Kushner Hebrew
Academy and the Frisch School. Currently, he is a Junior at Brandeis University, studying Business,
Politics, and History of Ideas. He serves as the gabbai of the Brandeis Orthodox Minyan and is one of
the founders of the Brandeis Judaic Studies Journal.

The values of Contemporary American society and those
of Orthodox Judaism sometimes seem to be at odds
with one another, with the American ideal of individual
liberty clashing with Orthodox Judaism’s adherence to
ritual and communal duty. Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
frames this conflict as the difference between “rightsbased” and “obligation-based” societies. But this week,
we can put aside the struggle of reconciling our internal
ideological dialectic and examine a midrash that is in
sync both with our tradition and today’s intellectual and
cultural zeitgeist.
Parshat Pinchas features the story of Mahlah, Noa, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirza, the daughters of Zelophehad.
With their father deceased and having no brothers,
the sisters approached Moshe to ask that they receive
their father’s inheritance. Moshe, unsure of how to
answer the sisters’ request, brought the case to Hashem
to pass judgment, who accordingly decided that the
sisters should inherit their father’s land. Hashem then
established a national statute in which women were to
be included in the line of inheritance.
Just according to the peshat, this event stands as a testament to the influential role that humans can play in
the ultimate manifestation of the Divine will; a petition
of five individuals resulted in Hashem deciding to enact
a new law.
But a midrash places an interesting spin on the story. In
the peshat, the daughters’ request originated from their
desire to preserve their father’s legacy, as the passuk
says, “Why should the name of our father be done away
from among his family, because he had no son? Give
unto us a possession among the brethren of our father”
(Numbers 27:4.) But a midrash diverges from the Biblical
account and fleshes out the daughters’ request.
The midrash reads as follows:

ותקרבנה בנות צלפחד – כיון ששמעו בנות צלפחד שהארץ
 נתקבצו כולן זו על זו ליטול,מתחלקת לשבטים ולא לנקבות
 לא כרחמי ב”ו רחמי המקום! ב”ו רחמיו על: אמרו.עצה
 אבל מי שאמר והיה העולם אינו,הזכרים יותר מן הנקבות
 שנאמר, רחמיו על הכל, אלא על הזכרים ועל הנקבות,כן
.תהלים קמה טוב ה’ לכל ורחמיו על כל מעשיו
“Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad”
[Numbers 27:1]: When the daughters of Zelophehad
heard that the Land was to be divided among the tribes
– but only for males, not for females – they gathered
to take counsel. They said that the mercy of flesh and
blood is not like the mercy of God. Flesh and blood
is apt to be more merciful to males than to females.
But He who spoke and the world came into being is
different: His mercy is for males and females; His mercy
is for all, as it is written, “The Lord is good for all and
His mercy is over all His works” [Psalms 145:9]. (Sifrei
Pinehas, 133).
The midrashic narrative differs significantly from that
of the peshat, attributing the daughters’ primary motivation to be the desire to argue against what they
perceive to be a gross injustice caused by gender bias.
Within the context of the midrash, Hashem’s ensuing
agreement in the pessukum serves as a validation of
the daughters’ argument. The midrash is working on a
homiletical level, articulating through its version of the
story that Hashem believes in equal treatment of all of
his creatures and that He is not the cause of unjust societal issues. The midrash challenges us all to emulate
Hashem in this regard and to confront the biases that
exist throughout society.
A few weeks ago, Hashem’s reaction to Korach’s rebellion reminded us that having a stable social order is
important, but this week, the story of Mahlah, Noa,
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirza reminds us that a Torah-based
social order must be founded upon principles of justice
and mercy.

Over the course of the next few months, we will have different people write a D’var Torah for the newsletter. The goal
is to hear words of Torah from other Ohr Torah members and learn a little about who they are. I encourage everyone
to participate. Please email me at Rabbi@congregationohrtorah.org if you would like to volunteer to share your ideas
with us. Torah unites our nation. We are really excited about this project and I hope it will strengthen our bonds as a
community. —Rabbi Marc Spivak
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SPECIAL FEATURE
Rabbi Moshe Menachem Mendel Spivak:
Giving the True Creator of the Daf Yomi His Due
On July 17, Dr. Henry Abramson
wrote an article for the Orthodox
Union website entitled “Meet the Non-Jew who put the
“DAF” in “DAF YOMI.” In his article Dr. Abramson argued
that there is a need to give credit to Daniel Bomberg, the
non-Jew who paid Jewish scholars to clean up the talmud
text from the handwritten manuscripts of the time and
create the printed page that we find today. Abramson
notes that Bomberg, who did copy the Soncino editions,
added page numbers and states: “Yet by standardizing
the Daf, Bomberg made possible the notion of an
international, coordinated study of the Talmud.”
However, throughout his article, Dr. Abramson mentions
that the Daf Yomi concept was a “Brain Child” of Rabbi
Meir Shapiro in 1923. According to Abramson and
others, Shapiro sought to use the Daf Yomi as a way
of bringing together a fractured Jewish people under
the umbrella of Jewish study, a myth that we will hear
often as we approach the Siyum Hashas in January 2020.
While Dr. Abramson is undoubtedly correct in crediting
Daniel Bomberg with the critically important work of
standardizing the Talmudic text so that Jews all over the
world can all use it in an instantly recognizable fashion,
and Rabbi Shapiro played a critical role in pushing the
idea forward, the inspiration for the concept of Daf Yomi
belongs to a different Rabbi who has not received his
proper due -- Rabbi Moshe Menachem Mendel Spivak
(no known relation to the author of this article).
Rabbi Eliezer Katzman, in a 1997 article in the Jewish
Observer (1997) entitled “An Unsung Hero -Rabbi Moshe
Menachem Mendel Spivak, The Martyred Originator
of the Daf Yomi Concept, Who Steered the Folio-a-Day
Plan From a Dream to Reality,” illuminates Rabbi Spivak’s
key role. This research was later expanded upon in the
program given out to the 92,000 participants of the 12th
Siyum Hashas at Met Life Stadium on August 1, 2012.
In 1919, Alexander Zusia Friedman (August 1897 –
November 1943), a prominent Polish rabbi who would
be murdered at Trawniki concentration camp, created
and served as editor for first Agudath Israel publication
entitled “Digleinu” (our banner). The December 1920
(AV 5681) issues of Digleinu (Vol. I, No. 7- which is found
on Hebrewbooks.org page 42,43) contained a proposal
by Rabbi Spivak to organize a world-wide “Chevra Shas,”
involving business men, laborers and workers to study
a blatt gemara each day to complete shas. When the
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idea did not get the traction that Rabbi Spivak, then the
Rabbi of Krasnebrod near Lublin and the author of the
work Mateh Moshe, felt it deserved, he approached
the Lubliner Rebbe, Rabbi Meir Shapiro (March 3, 1887
– October 27, 1933). Rabbi Spivak’s idea was for Rabbi
Shapiro to speak about the nascent Day Yomi plan at the
May 22–28, 1924, cornerstone-laying ceremony for the
construction of the Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin building,
a yeshiva founded by Rabbi Shapiro. Rabbi Shapiro felt
this was not the right forum to introduce the concept.
Instead he chose to speak about it at the first Knessia
Gedolah, held in Vienna August 15, 1923 (Elul 3, 5683)
which would be attended by the greatest Rabbis of the
generation and which lasted for ten days.
Almost a century later, this meeting has gained renewed
fame, thanks to brief footage showing the 90-year old
Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisrael Meir Hakohen) of Radin.
The Knessia introduced two programs that would forever
change education in the Jewish world. The first was
the introduction of formal schooling for girls under the
banner of Sarah Schenirer’s Beit Yaakov. The second was
the daf yomi program.
According to reports, Rabbi Shapiro had second thoughts
about introducing the concept. He was concerned that
the idea was controversial. Before speaking, Rabbi
Shapiro approached the Chofetz Chaim about the idea.
The Chofetz Chaim advised Rabbi Shapiro to come late to
the stage and when he entered the Chofetz Chaim rose
and greeted him and ushered him to the podium.
This gave Rabbi Shapiro the support he needed and
in his excitement forgot to credit Rabbi Spivak with
the idea. Rabbi Shapiro later wrote Rabbi Spivak a
letter,apologizing for the oversight. The idea quickly took
hold.The first Siyum Hashas took place on the 15 Shevat,
5690 (1931) at the newly built Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin
building. Tens of thousands of Jews are believed to have
attended this first one. Unfortunately, Rabbi Spivak
would never truly know the world changing success of
his idea as he was murdered in Auschwitz. But at the
upcoming Siyum, there will probably be more than 10
times that many participants. Rabbi Moshe Menachem
Mendel Spivak may not have gotten the full credit for his
inspiration, but surely his achievement continues to grow
every day that people engage in the Daf Yomi program.
—Rabbi Marc Spivak
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Interested? To RSVP for the Open House or get more info:
›› email info@kulanumw.org
›› call 855-4KULANU (855) 458-5268
or ›› visit our website at www.kulanumw.org
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