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 When I was a student in Yeshiva, one 
of my Talmud teachers offered a parable 
to our class. Imagine that a general 
assembled his best soldiers and told 
them he needed to choose one of them 
for a vital mission. The mission would 
require tremendous skill and courage. 
But it was very dangerous. If the recruit 
would succeed in this mission, our people 
would be saved. If, though, the recruit 
failed, the results would be disastrous.
 The general cast his eyes over the 
group of soldiers and then pointed to one 
of them: “You are the one! I appoint you!”
 How would that soldier feel? On the 
one hand, he might be overwhelmed with 
fear and anxiety; so much responsibility 
would now be resting on his shoulders. 
Yet, he would also feel 
tremendously proud 
and honored. Of all 
possible candidates, 
he was chosen as the 
best able to fulfill this 
mission. The general 
had paid him the 

ultimate tribute by this demonstration of 
confidence.
 Our rabbi then explained the parable: 
The Almighty is looking for individuals 
who will undertake the mission of 
bringing the word of G-d to humanity. It is 
a difficult, frustrating mission, fraught with 
innumerable challenges and dangers. 
There are so many obstacles in the way. 
Who is capable enough and courageous 
enough to undertake this mission? And 
then G-d points directly to you: You are 
the one! I appoint you! If one internalizes 
this appointment from the Almighty, 
one might initially feel intimidated and 
unconfident. Yet, one will then realize the 
great honor that has been bestowed. One 
will rally internal strength and courage to 
live up to the Divine expectation. The 
challenges are great, but so are the 
opportunities.
 The lesson: each of us is supposed 

to see ourselves as 
having been chosen 
to bring the ideas and 
ideals of Torah to our 
society and to the world 
at large. Although this 
responsibility is weighty 
and can be dangerous, 
we may undertake this 

themselves for the Yom Tov. The custom 
is to read the first part of the Hagadah 
in preparation for fulfilling the Mitzvah of 
relating the story of the Exodus.
 There are a number of reasons 
why this Shabbos is called the “Great 
Shabbos”. Chronologically, the 15th 
of Nissan in the year 2448 occurred 
on Thursday. Erev Pesach, the 14th of 
Nissan, when the Bnai Yisroel did the 
1st Korban Pesach, was Wednesday. 
That 1st Korban Pesach required that 
each household take their sheep 4 days 
beforehand, on the 10th of Nissan, and 
tie it to their bedposts. Being that the 
1st Mitzvah given to the nation was the 
Korban Pesach, that Shabbos was the 
moment when the nation performed the 
1st step of the 1st Mitzvah given to the 
nation! Four days before Wednesday is 
Shabbos. Therefore, the Shabbos before 
Pesach is called Shabbos Hagadol – the 
Great Shabbos – the Shabbos when the 
Bnai Yisroel began their first Mitzvah as a 
nation. Rabbi Aron Tendler and torah.org.

Being Chosen
Rabbi Marc D. Angel

Shabbat HaGadol Parashat Tzav
10 Nisan, 5780; 4 April, 2020
Shabbat Torah reading: Stone Chumash 
page 568 and Haftarah page 1220.

President Jonathan Erlich
Rabbi Alon Meltzer
D’var Torah Rabbi Alon check email for 
times and delivery method

Minyan Schedule

Services remain suspended
Erev Shabbat HaGadol Parashat Tzav
No Friday night services 3/04/20
Online Kabbalat Shabbat via Zoom
OC with Mizrachi 5:50 pm
Candle lighting 3/04/20 6:29 pm

Shabbat HaGadol Parashat Tzav
No morning services 4/04/20
Shabbat ends 7:28 pm
Musical Havdalah via Zoom join OC 
and Mizrachi from 7:45 pm

Erev Pesach
Eruv Tavshilin before 5:23 pm
Candle lighting 8/04/20 5:23 pm
First Day Pesach 9/04/20
Candle lighting 6:22 pm
Second Day Pesach 10/04/20
Shabbat Candle lighting 5:20 pm
Shabbat Chol HaMoed Pesach
Shabbat ends 6:19 pm

Announcements
COVID-19 Pandemic - Or 

Chadash Synagogue 
services and face-to-face 

classes remain suspended. 
See your email for further 

initiatives to ensure that we 
have opportunities to come 
together as a community. 

Please do not hesitate 
to contact us if you need 

assistance (alon.meltzer@
gmail.com or 0416 643 431; 

j.erlich@unsw.edu.au or 0404 
073 193)

Remember to sell your 
chametz before Pesach - link 
available on this week’ email
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
ends 3 am Sunday April 5. 

Please put your clocks back    
1 hour

Jewish University Online classes 
via ‘zoom’ with Rabbi Alon 

Wednesday 8 pm except Yom Tov
Adult Education - Bespoke 

shiurim via ‘zoom’ – choose your 
own learning adventure!

Matan Bat Mitzvah 2020 
classes continue via ‘zoom’
Community Announcements:
Ariel Burger with Michaela 

Kawoski online April 5 
shalom.edu.au

Jewish Podcast Club at 
Shalom www.shalom.edu.au; 

JeneScreen information at 
www.jenescreen.com.au



has the full and necessary picture of all 
Jewish existence.
 Shabbat has always been a beacon 
of the world to come and thus has, so 
to speak, short-circuited the messianic 
era. I believe that the Shabbat will 
eventually lead them to the recognition 
of independent Jewish nationhood as a 
value, of praise and worth by itself.
 Not so however is the case for those 
who abandon Shabbat completely. No 
Shabbat inexorably leads to no Jewish 
descendants and to the ignominy of 
disappearance completely from the 
chain of Jewish eternity. Pesach without 
Shabbat is something, but it alone is 
insufficient. Only when Pesach is joined 
with Shabbat does it retain its full gravitas 
and influence.
 For Jews, it is the indispensable 
ingredient in Jewish society and life.
 So, this Shabbat that precedes 
Pesach is truly the Great Shabbat of the 
year. It establishes the rule of the Creator 
over the affairs of humans – a lesson 
that we are currently so clearly learning. 
The Shabbat is the testimony of creation 
and the renewal of life. It is the eternal 
bond between the Creator and Israel. It 
encompasses all that is holy, noble and 
worthy in our lives. It sets up the proper 
framework for understanding and valuing 
Pesach. It alone provides the proper 
framework for the observances of the 
Pesach holiday.
 The greatness of Shabbat lies in its 
ability to give meaning and nuance to all 
the commandments of the Torah and the 
rituals of Judaism. There is no substitute 
for Shabbat, as all Jewish history has 
shown us the truth of this statement. We 
are a Shabbat people and Pesach are 
also called Shabbat in the Torah.
 This was done to reinforce in our 
minds and hearts the connection 
between the two. The greatness of the 
Shabbat elevates  Pesach and gives 
our national existence meaning far 
beyond governmental independence. 
These are worthy ideas to contemplate 
as we sit down to the great Seder table 
that awaits us and inspires all our 

generations. Rabbi Berel Wein and 
Torah.org.

Haftarah Summary
Rabbi Aron Tendler

 This week’s Haftorah is from Malachi, 
chapter 3. The Navi proclaims to the 
nation that the ultimate redemption 
awaits. The time will come when the evil 
and the arrogant will be destroyed and 
the righteous will prevail.
 The relationship of the Haftorah to 
this week is because it is the Shabbos 
before Pesach. Just as the nation was 
redeemed from Mitzrayim 3310 years 
ago, so too will Eliyahu Hanavi herald the 
coming of Mashiach.
 Pasuk 22 underscores the basis for 
all prophets and prophesies. The only 
true Navi is the one who “remembers 
the Torah of Moshe, Hashem’s servant”. 
Any Navi that contradicts Moshe’s Torah 
is by definition a “false prophet”. Many 
false mashiach’s have arisen throughout 
history. The only true Mashiach will be 
the one heralded by Eliyahu himself (a 
Kohain, by the way)as he proclaims the 
“coming of the great and awesome day 
of G-d”.
 This week is also known as 
Shabbos HaGadol – the great Shabbos. 
Traditionally the Rav of the Shul delivers 
an afternoon drasha that is intended 
to review the laws of Pesach as well 
as inspire the community to ready 

mission with joy. We can strive to live 
up to the confidence the Almighty has 
placed in us.
 In this week’s Torah portion, we read 
of the inauguration of Aaron and his sons 
as the priests in the Mishkan (sanctuary). 
Many readers are not particularly 
interested in the details of how the 
cohanim were to be dressed or how they 
were to conduct the rituals. Yet, perhaps 
we should be thinking of these passages 
as symbols of being chosen for a sacred 
responsibility. Just as the cohanim were 
chosen as the officiants in the Mishkan, 
the entire people of Israel was chosen 
to be “a holy nation and a kingdom of 
priests.”
 Each individual is expected to draw 
on his/her best strengths and talents in 
order to fulfill his/her distinctive mission 
in life. If one internalizes the feeling of 
having been chosen to accomplish great 
things, one can live with vision, energy 
and sense of purpose. Rabbi Marc. D. 
Angel and the Institute of Jewish Ideas 
and Ideals.

Shabbat HaGadol
Rabbi Berel Wein

 This Shabbat which immediately 
precedes Pesach is crowned with the 
title of Shabbat Hagadol – the Great 
Shabbat. Since every Shabbat is also 
crowned with greatness then why does 
this pre-Pesach Shabbat merit a special 
appellation? There is one basic principle 
that underlies all the many explanations. 
And that is that basically, without 
Shabbat there really can never be a truly 
meaningful Pesach.
 Over the centuries of Jewish life, 

rabbis and scholars have dealt with this 
issue in various intuitive ways. However, 
the basic idea that permeates all rabbinic 
discussion on the matter is that there 
cannot be any meaningful Pesach if it 
is not built on the preceding value of 
Shabbat.
 Pesach represents the noble cause 
and idea of personal freedom and 
national independence. Shabbat on 
the other hand, at a superficial glance, 
seems to represent passivity, rest and 
even restrictions. It appears to be the 
antithesis of freedom. Yet, such a view 
of Shabbat is far from being an accurate 
and truthful appraisal of Shabbat.
 Shabbat represents the actual 
freedom from the bondage of our 
everyday existence, from its pressures 
and myriad constraints. The actual 
prohibitions that Shabbat imposes on its 
adherents are the tools of freedom that 
allows one to escape from the slavery 
that life and societal norms often impose 
upon us. Someone who has been 
privileged to experience the sweetness 
of Shabbat will be able to appreciate and 
not abuse the gift of freedom.
 It is ironic in the extreme that 
generations that have experienced 
Jewish national independence after 
millennia of dispersion and servitude have 
in a large measure lost their appreciation 
for Shabbat. And because of this one can 
easily note the lack of support for Jewish 
national independence amongst many 
Jews.
 I know this is an oversimplification 
on my part for there are thousands of 
Shabbat-observing Jews who for various 
theological reasons also do not support 
the State of Israel. But they do so for they 
do not feel that the creation of the state 
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Are you on the Or Chadash email list? To receive information about  
Or Chadash times and events, contact us on orchadash613@gmail.com.

Please be in contact if  you have recently changed your details. 
Contributions to Or Chadash Inc. can be made by contacting Jonathan Erlich on 
0404 093 173 or orchadash613@gmail.com or by post PO Box 109, Rose Bay 

NSW 2029. Details are also available at www.orchadash.org.au

Or Chadash is a friendly community. 
We hold tuneful participatory services, 
in the nusach Ashkenaz tradition, on 
Shabbat and Yom Tov. Focusing on 
personal growth, we welcome all, from 
small children to older men and women, 
of  all levels of  observance.
We have operated since 1995. During 
the year we arrange special activities 
including: learning, shiur/lecture series 
and social events.

Celebrating 25 Years


