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“The fires of frustration and discord are burning in every city…in 

demonstrations, protests…We face a moral crisis as a country, as a 

people…It cannot be quieted by token moves or talk…It cannot be met 

by repressive police action…It is time to act, in congress, in your state 

and local legislative bodies and, above all, in our daily lives… 

Those who do nothing are inviting shame… 

Those who act boldly are recognizing right, as well as reality… 

The time has come for this nation to fulfill its promise…” 

 

Though these words reverberate with a resonance so resounding  

they could have been spoken today,  

it was 57 years ago tomorrow—the anniversary of President JFK’s 

at that time groundbreaking national address, 

simulcast on radio & TV,  

calling out America for its inherent color barrier; 

urging the enactment of civil rights legislation. 

But laws on the books in and of themselves, we know all too well, 

Do not address the heart of the matter. 

 

For it’s a matter of America’s heart:  

Are we dispassionate or compassionate? 

Are we ignorant to the indignity of others? 

How can you watch the video of that horrifying 8 minutes, 46 seconds,  

And not feel helpless, heartsick, enraged? 

Sickened by the murderer posing as a policeman, 

Unlike our local forces committed to protect & defend, 

And equally by the men-in-blue there alongside. 

For they are not only “aiding and abetting,” 

They are committing a cardinal sin. 

 

 



What is the core of the Holiness Code [Leviticus 19]? 

 “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” [v.18] 

But it is the commandment two verses before that holds the key: 

 “LO TA’AMOD AL DAM REY-ECHA” 

 “You shall not stand by while your neighbor bleeds.” [v.16] 

 

When Edmund Burke, an 18th century member of Parliament 

Supporting the rights of the colonists wrote: 

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”  

He was standing up & calling out the moral bankruptcy of Britain. 

 What kind of people see wrong right before their eyes, 

 And turn the other way/and choose to do nothing? 

When German citizens in the late 1930’s, or Austrians or average Poles, 

Turned a blind eye to the deportation of their Jewish neighbors, 

The death camps their final destination; 

They were simply being bystanders. 

When White storeowners capitulated with Bull Conner, 

Giving a thumbs-down to integration,  

As 1963 Birmingham erupted in violence: the dogs and firehoses let loose 

on blocks full of Black & White protestors, 

They were simply being bystanders. 

 

Make no mistake—at moments like these when hate reigns, 

There are never “good people on both sides.” 

SO, when our nation’s moral leadership is absent;  

missing in action as it has been for the past three plus years…. 

When our common humanity is hemorrhaging; 

When our nation’s pain is channeled into overwhelmingly peaceful protest 

Denouncing the systemic racism that is the ultimate virus we face, 

Demanding the only known vaccine: justice for all, 

Will we stand idly by, or will we stand up: 

…As allies with our brothers & sisters in communities of color; 



As witnesses, diminished by the senseless deaths  

of every black man & woman & child, 

From Trayvon Martin & Eric Garner to Breonna Taylor & George Floyd, 

And finally say: ENOUGH! 

 

My teacher at Boston University, our teacher, Elie Wiesel understands: 

“The opposite of love is not hate; it’s indifference.” 

We are here to make a difference 

Holding dear the Image of God we all share, 

And so, holding each other up… 

 

So with all of us a Coalition of Conscience we declare: 

That indecision will give way to action, 

That truth will yet trump power, 

That dignity will be the undeniable right of all. 

AND that our nation will finally fulfill its promise… 

After all, If not now, WHEN?... 

 

SO with our hearts & hands & our hope unrelenting,  

MAY it Yet Be….AMEN 

 


