
Discovering the Other—Understanding Ourselves 
Being a student of Elie Wiesel means being yourself and cultivating your humanity, your sensitivity to 
others…It means knowing you do not have to choose between your particular identity and your concern for 
all people…that the particular and the universal can be mutually reinforcing.”   [Witness Ariel Burger, pgs. 253-254] 
 

 

 
 

 

Key KOSHI: 

HOW does the removal of ashes enable the altar’s light not to go out? 
WHAT does the cleaning of the altar teach us about cleaning out the chametz in our lives? 

  
P’SHAT…The Story that Unearths THE Question: WHAT Are We to Become 
6:1] The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2] Command 
Aaron and his sons thus: 
This is the ritual of the burnt offering: The burnt 
offering itself shall remain where it is burned upon the 
altar all night until morning, while the fire on the altar 
is kept going on it. 3] The priest shall dress in linen 
raiment, with linen breeches next to his body; and he 
shall take up the ashes to which the fire has reduced 
the burnt offering on the altar and place them beside 
the altar. 4] He shall then take off his vestments and 
put on other vestments, and carry the ashes outside 
the camp to a clean place. 5] The fire on the altar shall 
be kept burning not to go out: every morning the priest 
shall feed wood to it, lay out the burnt offering on it, 
and turn into smoke the fat parts of the offerings of 
well-being. 6] A perpetual fire shall be kept burning on 
the altar, not to go out.  

ר:  1 ה ֵּלאֹמֹֽ ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁשֵ֥ ָ֖ ר ְיהֹו  ו  2ַוְיַדֵּבֵ֥ ַצַ֤
ת  את ּתֹוַרָ֖ ֵֹ֥ ר ז ָ֣יו ֵלאֹמֹ֔ נ  ֲהֹר֙ן ְוֶאת־ּב  ת־ַאֹֽ ֶאֹֽ

ה ַעל־ ֹוְקד ָ֨ ה ַעל֩ מֹֽ ֹעל ָ֡ ֹֽ וא ה  ָ֣ ה ה  ָ֑ ֹעל  ֹֽ ה 
ׁש   ֶקר ְוֵאֵ֥ ֙ה ַעד־ַהֹּבֹ֔ ְיל  ל־ַהַּלָ֨ ַח ּכ  ְזֵּבַ֤ ַהּמ 

ֹו: ּוַקד ּבֹֽ ַח ּתֵ֥ ְזֵּבָ֖ ן 3  ַהּמ  ׁש ַהֹּכֵהֵ֜ ַבָ֨ ֹו   ְול  ּדָ֣ מ 
ים  ָ֣ רֹ֒ו ְוֵהר  ׁש ַעל־ְּבׂש  ְלַּבָ֣ ְכְנֵסי־ַב֘ד י  ֹֽ ד ּומ  ַבַ֗

ה  ָ֖ ֹעל  ֹֽ ׁש ֶאת־ה  ֵאֵ֛ ל ה  ר ּתֹאַכֵ֥ ֶׁשן ֲאֶׁשָ֨ ֶאת־ַהֶּדַ֗
ַח:  ְזֵּבֹֽ ֶצל ַהּמ  ֕מֹו ֵאָ֖ ַח ְוׂש  ְזֵּבָ֑ ַׁש֙ט  4ַעל־ַהּמ  ּופ 
ים  ָ֑ ים ֲאֵחר  ָ֣ ד  ׁש ְּבג  ַבָ֖ יו ְול  ד ֹ֔ ֶאת־ְּבג 

ה  ֲחֶנֹ֔ ַּמֹֽ ּוץ ַלֹֽ חָ֣ ֶׁש֙ן ֶאל־מ  יא ֶאת־ַהֶּדָ֨ ַ֤ ְוהֹוצ 
ֹור: אֶ  הֹֽ ֹום ט  קָ֖ ַח  5ל־מ  ְזֵּבַ֤ ׁש ַעל־ַהּמ  ֵאָ֨ ְוה 

ן   יה  ַהֹּכֵהֵ֛ ֶלֶ֧ ר ע  ֵעָ֨ ה ּוב  ְכֶּבֹ֔ א ת  ָֹ֣ ּוַקד־ּבֹ֙ו ל ּתֹֽ
ה  ֹעל ֹ֔ ֹֽ ֙ ה  יה  ֶלָ֨ ְך ע  ַרַ֤ ֶקר ְוע  ֶקר ַּבֹּבָ֑ ים ַּבֹּבָ֣ ָ֖ ֵעצ 

ים:  ֹֽ מ  י ַהְּׁשל  יה  ֶחְלֵבֵ֥ ֶלָ֖ יר ע  ֵ֥ ְקט  ׁש  6ְוה  ֵאַ֗
ה: ְכֶּבֹֽ א ת  ֵֹ֥ ַח ל ְזֵּבָ֖ ד ַעל־ַהּמ  יד ּתּוַקֵ֥ ֵ֛ מ   ּת 

 

   

 
Leviticus 6:1-6 

 



REMEZ…An Interchange of Truths: The More Jewish—The More Human 
v.2 Command Aaron and his sons saying: This is the ritual of the burnt offering: the burnt offering itself shall remain where it is 
burned, upon the fire, on the altar, all night until morning… 

RASHI…Command can only be meant to express an “urging on,”  something that must be done 
immediately, yet something that continues on for future generations. 
R’SUSAN .LAEMMLE…In modern Hebrew TSAV, which means order or command, tends to occur in 
military or governmental contexts, and as such, evokes guardedness or even anger…And yet, this word’s root 
is the same as another: MITZVAH…which evokes for virtually all Jews feelings of joy….Rabbis keep 
pointing out that MITZVAH actually means commandment rather than good deed; but underlying the 
departure from literalness, (modern) Jews are saying something important.  They are pointing to a way of 
feeling good about doing the right thing, a way of choosing to be commanded. 
BACHYA… “all night until morning.”  Why not simply “all night” ?   R’ Shimon bar Yochai teaches that the 
“olah—the burnt offering” is meant to atone for sins committed in thought but not carried out in-deed.  Thus we 
understand that the sacrifice must remain on the altar’s flame, when impure thoughts assail the mind, and see 
us through to the morning’s light, as the prophet gives warning: “Ah, those who plan iniquity and design evil in their 
beds, in order to carry it out when morning has come…” [Micah 2:1] 
 

v.3 Then the Kohen shall put on his linen garments, linen breeches he shall put next to his flesh, and he shall take up the ashes to 
which the fire has reduced the burnt offering on the altar, and he shall place them next to the altar.  

TALMUD… “and he shall lift up the ashes…”  It was taught: One who derives personal benefit from the ashes of 
the ash-heap on the altar is guilty of profanation.  Why so?  For it is written: “And the kohen will put on his linen 
garment…and lift up…”  Since it requires priestly vestments, it too—“the lifting up,” is a sacred act. [Meilah, 9a] 
TORAT KOHANIM… “he shall raise the ashes…”  The term “hey-rim” connotes separation of a part from the 
whole.  Thus, the removal of the ashes discussed here is not a thorough cleaning of the mizbe-ach—the altar,  
rather, it is the removal of a small amount which serves as the opening ritual of the new day’s service. 
PLAUT…The removal of the ashes was the first item in the daily schedule of the Sanctuary…It was a 
formality, only one scoopful of ashes being placed beside the altar. Most of the ashes were heaped up in a pile 
in the center.  When it grew too high to manage, one of the Priests would carry it out.  This tradition is in 
apparent contradiction with verse 4…. 

v.4 He shall then take off his garments, and put on other garments, and he shall carry the ashes outside the camp to a clean place… 
TALMUD…R’ Yochanan said:  “Whence is the changing of clothing as a sign of deference derived? From: 
“And he shall take off his vestments…”  So it was taught in the school of R’ Yishma-el: “The clothing one 
wore to cook a dish for his master would not be the same worn to pour a cup for him…” [Shabbat, 104a] 
RASHI…This is not merely an obligation but a matter of proper conduct, so that the Kohen should not get 
his priestly garments dirty while taking out the ashes.  [Torat Kohanim, 2:6] 
TALMUD…The Rabbis taught: One might think that just as on Yom Kippur, when the High Priest changes 
from garments of gold to garments of white, so too, here, the priest takes off his sanctified garments and puts 
on his everyday clothes.  Thus it is written: “he shall take off and he shall put on…”  The garments he puts on are 
likened to those he takes off…Though lesser in value than the first, they are, nonetheless sacred. [Yoma 23b] 
RASHI…This task, the removal of the ashes, is not an obligation of every day, yet the raising of ashes is an 
obligation to be done every day.  [Talmud, Tamid 28b] 
MUNK… “outside the camp to a clean place.”  He must remove what is left of the previous day’s service to make 
an absolutely clean place for the start of the new day… 
HIRSCH…This removal of the ashes at the start of each new day provides us a look back, teaching we must 
make ready for the start of each day afresh.  We are obliged to approach the duties of each new day with the 
same joy we felt on the first day…removing what is left of the previous day to make the day new…The past 
must give way to the present; it must not fill us with a pride of accomplishment that prevents us from the 
duties of a new day.   

v.5 A fire shall be kept burning on it, not to go out… FRIEDMAN… “a fire shall be kept burning BO—on 
it/within him.”  Hence the command may be understood to mean that the zeal of sacrifice must burn always within 
the Kohanim & his descendants to whom the command is addressed. 

 



 

DRASH…A Dialogue of Celebrating Difference: Listening for the Light 

V.2 all night, until morning…it shall not go out. 
SEFAS EMES…The phrase appears redundant: why “until morning?” if we have already 
said “all night” ?  This is to teach us that the very admixture of distractions and their 
“darkness” in the worshippers heart will itself bring about the “morning.”  For this is our 
order: “There was evening and there was morning…”   Weekday prepares for Shabbos; 
profane is transformed into holy; this world prepares for the next…So too, the struggle in 
the heart of the one who serves God, for the fire must be renewed each day. 
R’ ART GREEN…We long for a perfect approach to God, one in which there is no 
distraction, no doubt, no holding back, nothing but the pure gift of love.  But we miss the 
point!  Our approach/worship is all about struggle, an ongoing inner process of 
transformation.  Indeed, there has been planted the pure fire in our hearts, but it is there in 
order to meet our lower passions, all those thoughts that seem such unwelcome guests…But 
their presence is the very point of prayer, of approaching God. The self who is represented 
by them comes to us in that moment in order to be “raised up”---to be taken up into that 
secret fire that burns within us…to be consumed, so we can be transformed. 
KUSHNER…Our teacher (the SEFAS EMES) is fascinated with the relationship between the 

kohen who takes up the ashes and the sacrifice itself---both ascending the altar.  We long for 

God just as the flame travels heavenward.  The korban represents our own struggle with evil 

thought and deeds. Consumed on the altar by holy flame…     This is elucidated in the specific 

act of elevating the ashes and placing them beside the altar.  We have the opportunity to be 

made holy on the altar if we are only willing to place ourselves on God’s altar, to rise above our 

circumstances and be made whole once again. 

 

SOD: The Open Questioning that Leads to Love 

Rabbi YONAH BOOKSTEIN…The Torah teaches in Exodus 12:19, "For seven days no leavened 
matter shall be found in your houses." Then a chapter later in Exodus 13:7,  "And no leavened matter 
shall be seen by you, nor shall any leaven [itself] be seen by you, in all your borders, for seven days."  We refer 
to this in rabbinic literature as "bal yera'eh u-val yimatzeh" - "[chametz] may not be seen and 
not be found." 

As my Rabbi Asher Meir explains: “The properties of being "found" and "seen" are qualified 
by the phrase "by YOU," making this prohibition, for all practical purposes, basically one of 
OWNING chametz. Chametz not belonging to a Jew is NOT part of the prohibition, and 
chametz which DOES belong to a Jew is subject to the prohibition even when it is not in the 
Jew's house.” 

On Passover, chametz is serious business. 

This is why, starting a month before Passover, many Jews start a kind of chametz drawdown, 
the gradual reduction in possession of chametz and the compartmentalization of chametz in 



the home and workplace leading up to holiday. Then as we prep our homes in the world’s 
original spring-cleaning, we isolate any remaining chametz to be either eaten, destroyed, or 
sold before Passover begins. 

What is so bad about chametz that we treat it like asbestos? What harm will chametz cause us? 
Chametz is a physical representation of pride, egotism and arrogance – some of the most 
destructive personal traits on the planet. Without going into explicit details about how harmful 
an out-of-control ego can be, consider for a moment that someone who is really full of 
themselves is easily angered, selfish, giving only in order to get something better in return, and 
believes that they are the sole reason for their success — not God or anyone else. 

The Jewish people’s miraculous journey to freedom is what we celebrate and exalt every year 
during Passover.  It is not freedom to dominate others with our will, but the freedom to 
choose a good and holy path, through sublimation of our will to the will and wisdom of our 
Creator. Freedom isn’t simply “another word for nothing left to lose” but a path made by our 
choices to invest in creating healthy lives in sync with humanity, the Holy One, and the planet. 

So, in order to renew or commitment to this freedom from the pride shoved in our back 
pockets and the unhealthy relationship with our ego splayed across our screens — we rid our 
lives of chametz for Passover. It’s not really like an asbestos or lead removal, because when 
Passover is over, the chametz becomes permitted and important. However, through the 
removal of chametz from our lives on Passover, we internalize how to become masters over 
our egos, not slaves to our pride and poor choices. 

…Certainly, for you to experience whether this chametz removal works on spiritual, personal 
or collective terms or not — in addition to any mitzvot you achieve for participating — you 
need to try. It’s not enough to just kind of participate. Or to do it “in the spirit” of the law. 
You wouldn’t let yourself use that logic in other cases; such as preventing a person from 
consuming something that you know is harmful for them. “It’s OK kids if grandma has a few 
cookies, her diabetes isn’t that bad.” Really!? 

Truly, it’s a challenge. But then again, anything that we do to fundamentally improve our lives 
and the lives those around us is going to require effort. There is no quick fix to removing this 
spiritual chametz and becoming a more sensitive and caring person who thinks about others. 
Rather, it’s a transformation that we undergo, with Passover playing a critical role in the 
process, to developing a more meaningful and joyous life. 

 


