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November/December 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Candle/Night - December 10th  
    A week of festivities begins Thursday night  

         Via Zoom & Livestream 
Each night we’ll have an opportunity to gather 
(remotely online and maybe even bundled up in the 
garden) as we kindle lights and share Chanukah-  
themed celebrations, including: 
 Singing with the Cantor Scher & Chris Mason 
 Communal cook-off’s 
 Chanukah “JewPardy” Trivia Night 
 Spiritual Reflections for the Season 
 A Young Family PJ Night 
 Shabbat Chanukah featuring 3 LT Choirs &  
        the LT Band  

 
 

See inside for more events & mitzvah opportunties To Be the Light! 
Stay tuned for more details in your e-mail for all this and more as we get closer to December! 

 
 

SHINE YOUR LIGHT!  
HAVDALAH & CHANUKAH 

CONCERT for the Whole Family 

NOAM KATZ 
Saturday, December 12, 7 PM 
Bring your Havdalah sets and menorahs onto 

Zoom for a community-wide lighting 
together.  This program will be a participatory 

sing-along and great time for all ages! 
 

Noam Katz is a musician, composer, Rabbi, 
storyteller & Jewish educator that inspires 
Jewish and interfaith communities with his 
timeless melodies of peace, hope and unity. 

 

 
One of the most 

exciting and 
influential voices 
in contemporary 

Jewish music 
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 your own blFROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

2020, what a decade! If Billy Joel ever decides to release a sequel to 
“We Didn’t Start the Fire,” he could easily find enough material from 
this year alone. But as we approach Thanksgiving, Chanukah, and the 
New Year, let us take a moment to reflect on a different kind of fire – 
the candles that burn brightly to remind us of those times that bring 
joy to our lives. During this year: 
 

- we will have celebrated 51 B'nai Mitzvah,  
- we shared in confirmation for 26 of our teens,  
- our Nursery School graduated 46 children and welcomed 44 new  
toddlers to their first day of school, and 
- more than 1,000 congregants and guests participated in our High Holy Days services in 
a new and meaningful way. 
 
I know that many of these experiences looked different this year, but celebrating these 
milestones was no less important. They continue to remind us of the importance of the 
connections that Larchmont Temple provides to all our members. So as we close out 
2020, please remember: the more you put into the Temple, the more you can get out. 
Make a resolution – it is never too early – to try something new at LT. Join a small 
group, study at Chevrah Torah, celebrate Friday night services with family and friends, 
participate in social action and social justice events, or attend a Brotherhood Breakfast. 
 
The connections that LT brings to you and your family are not limited to the formal 
programs and services hosted for the Temple community. Kindle new connections by 
reaching out to someone you saw at services, whether in person or on line, or 
introduce yourself to the parents of one of your child’s new best friends at Nursery 
School. These connections can provide you with the opportunity to share in common 
bonds and celebrate the joys of the holiday season. And, although your Thanksgiving 
table may feature a laptop or iPad this year, as you sit down to eat your turkey and 
stuffing, remember to pause a moment and reflect on all those things that brighten our 
lives. 
 
And as December rolls around, while we may not be able to make latkes together with 
our family and friends this year, open up a Zoom and bring some light into each other’s 
lives by lighting the candles together during the eight nights of Chanukah. Use that time 
to renew and strengthen connections with your loved ones as the candles are burning 
low.  
 
And, before you turn off the lights on 2020, once again I would like to ask you to 
consider making a contribution to the Temple. Your contribution can go a long way in 
supporting our community and helping us keep the eternal light glowing through 
these challenging times.  
 
Michael D. Nathan 

Larchmont Temple 
75 Larchmont Avenue,  
Larchmont, NY 10538 
914-834-6120; FAX: 914-834-6503 
www.Larchmonttemple.org 
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FROM RABBI JEFFREY SIRKMAN 
Chanukah 5781—The Miracle is Ours to Make 
 

Truth be told, the MIRACLE is made up. Almost… 
Contextually speaking, the addition of the 
‘single-flask of oil’ story comes around 600 years 
after the historic moment when Maccabean 
guerilla fighters regained the upper hand on 
Syrian-Greek forces and rededicated the Temple 
to Israelite sacrifice. The rabbis of the Talmud 
just couldn’t take the celebration of a human 
struggle, even for religious freedom, without 
God helping it all happen…So, they reframed it 
through the lens of faith.  

WE must do the same… 
WHAT is the legacy of Chanukah’s light today? 
At a time of physical disconnection, at this season when days are getting 
shorter and the world often feels very dark, the Festival of Lights frames our 
life-purpose. 
 

The S’FAS EMES teaches that  
“to be a Jew is, like a star, to bring light to places of greatest darkness…”  
Rabbi Shai Held explains: “In understanding our mission as Jews, we must 
keep in mind the nature of stars.  They do not eliminate the darkness. They 
mitigate it.  They do not turn the world into a palace full of light, but rather 
find ways to shed light in places that would otherwise be consumed with 
darkness…” 
 
We face the forces of darkness every day: injustice and human inequity, 
intolerance and hate, divisiveness and demonization.  Coupled with the daily 
battle to stay well by being safe, life can overwhelm us into crawling under 
the covers…But if we are to be true to our mission as Jews, we can’t stay 
there. 
 
We must reclaim the light with a Maccabee mindset.  Outnumbered 
underdogs, they fought not because they saw an easy path to victory, but 
because they possessed a secret, sacred weapon: their dedicated belief that 
they had to set things right. 
 
So, this Chanukah, as you kindle the menorah’s lights, realize you can be a 
star; radiating light through the life-decisions you daily make and the life you 
live. The darkness will not magically disappear. But extending your heart in 
goodness, reaching out in sincere support to heal the heartache, you can bring 
the human warmth that let’s others know they are not alone…And in so doing, 
connected by care, you dispel the darkness through the 
power of light…   
 
No need to search for a cruise of holy oil. With a 
commitment of heart that compels our humane, 
outreaching hands, the miracle is ours to make. 
 
Rabbi Jeffrey Sirkman Many thanks to Brad Garfield & Team for helping 

bring the High Holy Days home. 



4

 

FROM CANTOR TRACEY SCHER 

 

As our days get shorter and we approach the darkest 
time of the year, there is nothing more important- 
now more than ever, than to bring light into each 
other’s lives.  We have been inundated with the 
darkness of disease, hatred and suffering in all parts 
of the world.  We, as Jews and as human beings are 
charged with working towards a better brighter 
world.  How will we do this, especially when so many 

of us are feeling lonely, frustrated and scared?   
 
One of the ways we can alleviate loneliness is to reach out to another.  It’s 
not always easy, as it requires us to show vulnerability – but we cannot cure 
loneliness on our own.  Reach out to us at LT.  We, along with our Caring 
Committee try to be there for people when they need it most, but we don’t 
always know when someone could use a visit or a phone call.  We are here 
for you, so please reach out to us.   
 
Say “thank you” to someone who should hear it.  Our staff and leadership 
team have been working tirelessly to make our Temple community run 
smoothly in an unpredictable time.  Send them a thank-you note.  I have seen 
countless posters, signs and artwork that people have taken the time to 
create to thank those who go out of their way to help others.  There is always 
someone to thank.  It goes a long way in brightening a day. 
 
Get out there on Nov 3rd and vote!  We have the privilege of living in a 
country where we CAN vote.  No matter which candidates you plan to vote 
for, it is the ACT of voting that matters.  Jews are commanded to do the work 
of tikkun olam (repairing the world).  Our world needs it more than ever – 
casting a vote, shows that we care enough to contribute to whatever changes 
we are looking to make.  
 
Finally, exend a hand in whatever way you can—there are many 
organizations in our backyard who need our help more than ever – Our 
2020/21 Cultural Arts calendar is filled with wonderful talent from all over 
the world.  As we feature a different group each month on a Saturday night, 
your donation will go toward helping those communities who depend on an 
outstretched arm.   Take a look at the back cover of this bulletin to see who 
we’ve got coming this November and December and sign-up for a wonderful 
evening of amazing talent, all while helping an organization in need. 
 
As we approach Thanksgiving and Chanukah (I know they are still weeks 
away, but undoubtedly on our minds!), I hope that we will find ways that 
work for you, to bring some much needed light into your own lives and the 
lives of those around you. 
 
B’shira, 
Cantor Tracey Scher 
 
P.S. If you have not yet “met” our new Music & T’fillah Coordinator,  
Chris Mason is a wonderful addition to our LT Staff team!  See next page.
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Please Welcome Chris Mason 
LT’s New Music & T’filah Coordinator 
He comes to us from working simultaneously at over 5 synagogues across 
New York and New Jersey in addition to being a past Head Songleader at URJ 
Crane Lake Camp, in MA, and MahaNetzer3, in France! Excited to be joining 
the LT Team, Chris is striving to create an inclusive, engaging digital music and 
worship space for our KESHER learners and for our LTNS. 
 
In addition to songleading at LT, Chris conducts the local Westchester chapter 
of HaZamir: the International Jewish Teen Choir, for high school singers. With 

his broad Jewish musical experience, and his passion for education through music, Chris is already working with our 
Songleading Madrichim to help them develop their own individual styles of home-grown LT songleading, while 
redefining what songleading looks like during our remote sessions. We are so thrilled he joined the LT Team! 
 

 
Discovering Ourselves Through Music Via Zoom 
How our Jewish Identity is shaped through the lens of Jewish Music 
Tuesday evening miniseries, 7:30 PM (6 sessions) with Cantor Scher 
Begins October 27, 11/11, 11/17, 12/1, 12/8, 12/15 

Based on the UCLA – Herb Alpert School of Music and the Milken Archives of Jewish Music, Stories of Music 
explores the American Jewish experience through stories of the evolving nature of Jewish music. As we think 
about our own Jewish identity through the lens of music, we will engage together through videos, music clips, 
and lots of conversation!   
 
Register online: https://www.larchmonttemple.org/form/convenant-learning-fall-course-via-zoom.html 
 

 
 

LT Covenant Learning 
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FROM RABBI LEORA FRANKEL 
Lights, Latkes, Action! 

 
Having worked with our amazing production crew 
over the High Holidays, I now appreciate the famous 
line “Lights, Camera, Action!” in a whole new way.  As 
we move towards the winter months and Chanukah in 
particular, I keep thinking about it with a Jewish twist: 
“Lights, Latkes, Action!”  
 

In so many religions and cultures, these shortening days with long dark 
nights, mark a season of kindling lights. I still remember when we moved to 
Larchmont and first drove by LT in early December; the winter wonderland 
that had sprung up next door and all around the neighborhood was stunning.  
The dazzling, dancing trees around the Manor remind me of my 
undergraduate days when Columbia’s College Walk twinkled for a full quarter 
of the year.  Some of the nativity scenes in Mamaroneck rival Radio City and 
there are a couple of yards in New Rochelle each winter that seem to lead 
straight to the North Pole if you only just follow their enthusiastic signs.   
 
Of course, we too have the tradition of kindling lights for others to see on 
Chanukah, though typically it’s a bit subtler.  The Talmud instructs us: “It is 
incumbent to place the Chanukah lamp by the door of one’s house on the 
outside.  If one dwells in an upper chamber, [s]he places it at the window 
nearest the street. But in times of danger, it is sufficient to place it on the 
table” (Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 21b).  Reflecting on this passage with 
one of my Family Discovery groups last year, we shared our own stories of 
pride or in some cases, discomfort, observing this teaching some 1,500 years 
later.  After the session, one parent lingered and asked me with audible 
concern, “But Rabbi, do we have to put the menorah in the window in order 
for it to count?”   
 
“Well it all depends on what you mean by count…” I began, summarizing 
centuries of debate on this very subject and the particular nuances of being a 
Reform Jew with regard to Halacha or Jewish law.  According to some, one 
has fulfilled the mitzvah of lighting Chanukah candles wherever you do it.  Yet 
others, citing Rashi’s ruling in the 11th century, feel that you have only fully 
completed the ritual if the menorah is set in a place that can “publicize the 
miracle [of Chanukah].”  I suggested the question might be similar to the old 
physics-meets-philosophy joke, “If a tree falls in a forest and no one is there 
to hear it, does it still make a sound?”  There is the purely scientific answer 
but then possibly a different spiritual one.  When we keep our lights hidden, 
reserved only for our own family to see, we’ve certainly observed the holiday, 
but deprived the rest of our community from appreciating their radiance. 
 
Having grown up myself in a relatively diverse New Jersey town, I recall 
circling the school district each Chanukah doing an actual candle count with 
my younger brother.  Though there were still many more homes decked out 
in Christmas ornaments, enough Jewish families lived nearby that we could

Monthly Women’s Study Group 
Via Zoom  

Explore Jewish texts & topics with a 
feminist twist. 

Save the dates, all Friday mornings 
from 10:00-11:15 am (Zoom for 
now): Nov 13, Dec 11, Jan 8, Feb 
12, March 12, April 9, May 14. 

 
To receive reminders and updates 
about the Women’s Study Group, 
please sign up through the link in 

the Weekly email. 
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tally at least into the tens.  As a child, seeing even a small electric menorah amidst all of the flashing reindeer was 
thrilling.  It felt like a secret code or gesture of solidarity among my Jewish neighbors—an affirmation that I was not 
alone in the world, despite being such a significant minority according to all the global statistics.  Still today, I’ve felt that 
same excitement eyeing menorahs on windowsills in Manhattan, Jerusalem, Paris, and especially here in Larchmont.  
But we and our children cannot count the candles that we can’t see. 
 
Rabbi David Hartman taught that in displaying one’s menorah in the public domain, we “announce our inner Jewish 
flame to the outside.” Thanks to the modern Maccabees who founded the State of Israel and the strength of America’s 
Jewish community, he stressed how relatively “visible in the marketplace of history” Judaism is today compared to past 
centuries.  Therefore, according to Hartman, Chanukah should no longer be a reminder of external threat, even in places 
where it still may indeed lurk.   Rather, it ought to reignite a more existential conversation: “The challenge facing 
Judaism today is not only whether we can withstand our enemies but also whether the light visible in the marketplace 
radiates a profound and compelling message.  Now that the menorah has been taken off our private table and placed in 
the window for all to see, we must examine whether the light itself is beautiful and inspiring.”  And, I would add, we 
must do our part to ensure that it is for yet another generation through our active shaping and enrichment of Jewish life. 
 
This is precisely why I believe so strongly in the power of our LT Small Groups to offer meaning and connection, in the 
months ahead more than ever.  Intentionally lay-led and co-facilitated, our small groups rely on the collective light—the 
ideas, reflections, aspirations—of our members to enrich one another each month. Especially as we anticipate a more 
isolated winter than in past years, THIS is the time to join a safe and supportive circle of community as we kindle Jewish 
lights in new and modern ways: through challenging conversations about Jewish identity and race, unpacking an episode 
of this hit show Shtissel, or baking a new holiday recipe together over zoom.  If you have not yet joined a Small Group for 
this year, there are still spaces in a few and plenty of room to add more!  In addition to our advertised groups, I’m also 
aware that a number of LT-ers now have adult children living back at home since COVID hit, and am exploring the 
possibility of a 20s/30s small group to meet around backyard firepits or online to socialize and maybe engage in some 
social justice work together. Please drop me a line if you have a child who might fit in this category, as we would love 
Larchmont Temple to still be a source of community and connection even for our kids who are all grown up but might be 
here in the neighborhood right now. 
 
Small Groups are, of course, just one way to share your light with our community in the months ahead. Keep reading for 
more opportunities to learn, celebrate, and give back to the community.  So light some lights, start cooking those latkes, 
and get ready for a lot of action these next two months at LT! 
 

Together & Apart  
Israel & the Future of Jewish Peoplehood  
Via Zoom 
Thursday morning miniseries, 10 AM (7 sessions)  
with Rabbi Frankel 
10/29, 11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 12/3, 12/10, 12/17 
Using excerpts of the Shalom Hartman Institute’s iEngage curriculum, 
we will explore the complex features of Jewish peoplehood and the 
contemporary challenges of an era in which we have moved from 

having no home to having two different, vibrant, homes in Israel and in North America.  Our class will combine video 
lectures and interviews from Hartman scholars (to be watched before class each week) with text study and conversation 
in real time.  Register online: https://www.larchmonttemple.org/form/convenant-learning-fall-course-via-zoom---
together--apart.html  Then we will help you create your own Hartman login to access the videos.  
 

LT Covenant Learning 

There are still spaces!…Learn more at www.ltsmallgroups.com  
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BE the LIGHT!
 
  

  
  

CCooookkiinngg  ffoorr  HHOOPPEE  
DDeecceemmbbeerr  77. Hope Community Services in New Rochelle is the 
largest emergency food pantry and soup kitchen in the region, 
and due to COVID the needs have escalated 
exponentially.  Throughout this school year, Larchmont 
Temple will provide four evening meals to be served to 
members of our local community. We certainly hope to 
eventually gather and cook together, but for now, we will use 
local businesses to prepare the meal. Link to donate are on 
our website and weekly email. Questions, contact  
Elissatauber@gmail.com or claytarica@gmail.com. 
  

HHoolliiddaayy  CCooaatt  DDrriivvee  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  1133  ––  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1155  

Please give your gently used men, women 
and children's coats, hats, gloves and 
scarves to the coat drive. Starting Friday, 
November 13 through Tuesday. December 
15.  The coats are donated to Midnight 
Run, the Coachman Family Shelter, My 

Sister's Place and the Sharing Shelf. Any questions, please 
contact Vicky Stein at:  vnstein@aol.com. 
  

HHoolliiddaayy  GGiifftt  GGiivviinngg  //AAddoopptt--aa--FFaammiillyy  
We are developing an extensive list of holiday gifts to be 
distributed to people in need in our area. We partner with 
local schools, the Coachman Family Center, Community 
Resource Center, My Sister's Place, HOPE Soup Kitchen, 
Pleasantville Cottages, DOROT, CAP Center's Headstart 
Program and more! Last year alone, our LT community 
distributed hundreds of gifts!! More information to follow in 
the Weekly Email. Questions, contact Jennifer Mitchell 
Mitchelljennifer214@gmail.com 
  

  
  
  

KKEESSHHEERR  TTuurrkkeeyyss  ffoorr  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
KESHER gives our fall Tzedakah gift to Hope’s Soup Kitchen  to 
help provide turkeys for those in our community for 
Thanksgiving. Because of the pandemic, we are not collecting 
physical coins and change to donate, you can donate online: 
https://www.larchmonttemple.org/form/kesher-tzedakah-
gift.html.  
 
KKEESSHHEERR  PPaajjaammaa  PPrroojjeecctt  
We are planning to collect pajamas to donate to children in 
need. More information to follow in the Kesher & Weekly 
emails.  
  
TThhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  RReessoouurrccee  CCeenntteerr  accepts gently 
used clothing for children.  Questions, please contact 
sariwinter@gmail.com. 
 

MMiiddnniigghhtt  RRuunn,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr  77. We  continue to collect, 
sort and deliver clothing, food and toiletries to NYC’s 
homeless. We are limiting the number of people who sort and 
go on runs into the city.  Volunteers can make lunches at 
home.  With your help we will purchase toiletries and other 
personal items, please donate at links provided on LT’s 
website. Questions, contact linda.riefberg@gmail.com.  
 
NNeeiigghhbboorrss  ffoorr  RReeffuuggeeeess  ((NNFFRR)) advocates for the 
rights of refugees everywhere and work directly with refugee 
families to provide them with the necessary services, 
resources, and community support to bolster their resilience. 
If you’d like to help, please contact Mike Reichgott at 
Michael.reichgott@einsteinmed.org. For more info visit:  
https://www.neighborsforrefugees.org/.   

REPAIRING OUR WORLD 

All clothing and coat donations can 
be dropped off in the labeled bins 

& Coat racks in Willow Ave 
entrance. 

For all drop-offs, please follow 
Covid-19 guidelines and fill out 

CCoovviidd--1199  VViissiittoorr  FFoorrmm  same day of 
your visit to the temple. 

SOCIAL ACTION 
Please join us for another rewarding year of 
service at LT! We are always excited to learn about 
new volunteer opportunities in our area, so please 
let us know if there is an organization you would 
like to partner with. Meeting dates November 22 
& December 13 via Zoom.   
Contact any of us with any questions. 
Sari Winter: sariwinterm@gmail.com    
Vicki Ehrlich: drvickiehrlich@aol.com    
Linda Riefberg: linda.riefberg@gmail.com 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

 
Listen. Talk. Share. Listen More... 
LT/Strait Gate Cultural Conversation Group 
In our efforts to forge genuine, sustained relationships 
that help to foster change through listening, 
understanding, and permanence in each other’s lives 
members of LT and Strait Gate Church met throughout 
the summer via zoom. Open, honest and often painful 
conversations have created a strong bond within our 
core group of 11.  We opened up the discussion to more 
members from both congregations. 
 

On October 1st, about 55 people joined in a powerful 
first zoom meeting to discuss the Ava DuVernay 
documentary, “13th”.  An hour of discussion flew by 
and the film was a painful revelation for so many. It 
helped initiate intense conversation on how insidious, 
completely planned and systemic racial inequality is, on 
almost every level of American life.  
 
There was even a flashpoint moment when a “simple” 
comment about “good schools” vs. “bad schools” was 
intensely talked about. That comment took the 
conversation to “What defines good vs. bad in the 
context of Black and White? In schools, in 
neighborhoods…" 
 
We finished the hour feeling very hopeful planning to 
break out into smaller groups, with core group 
members facilitating conversations. Our next meeting 
will be in early November…stay tuned! If you’d like 
more information, please contact: 
bethbelisle@optonline.net. 
 

For more 
information on  LT’s 

Social Justice 
efforts and ways 
you can become 

involved, visit our 
page on the 

temple’s website: 

www.larchmonttemple.org. 

LT Book Talk via Zoom 
With the Authors 

Thursday, November 12, 7:30 PM 
Register online to receive Zoom Link 

A timely fictional story of a dystopian America, 
a totalitarian regime, and a 16-year-old 

undocumented girl who decides to fight back. 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Abby Sher grew up at LT, was a member of 

Second City in Chicago, is an Improv Impresario, 
& author of five books.  Paola Mendoza is a film 
director, activist, artist, author, and co-founder 

of the Women’s March. 
 

Books available free of charge at Anderson's in Larchmont 
Let them know it is for the LT Book Event 

In appreciation of this Book Talk, please make a 
minimum donation of $18 that will benefit the 

Community Resource Center, our local Mamaroneck-
based organization working to preserve & protect  

immigrant rights. 
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Brotherhood & One Day University Present 

The Story of America in Seven Books 
 

Prof. Joseph Luzzi, Bard College 
Sunday, November 1, 10 AM Via Zoom 
What does it mean to be “American”? What books have had the greatest 
impact on U.S. history and culture? Can fiction illuminate the hard truths of 
American life? Explore how masterpieces from Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn 
and William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury to Toni Morrison’s Beloved, 
Joseph Heller’s Catch-22, and Philip Roth’s American Pastoral, and more, reveal 
the characters and conflicts of the American spirit. 
 
Registration closes on Thursday, October 29 at midnight. You must be 
registered to receive the Zoom link to this Breakfast.  Register online.
 
Luzzi is an award-winning author, teacher, and scholar. He is a frequent 
contributor to the New York Times, Chronicle of Higher Education, and Times 
Literary Supplement. Luzzi (Ph.D., Yale University) has received fellowships 

from Villa I Tatti (Harvard University), the National Humanities Center (National Endowment for the Humanities 
Fellow), and Yale’s Whitney Humanities Center. He has taught at Bard since 2002. 
 

 
INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
Tuesday, November 17  
Details to come in the Weekly Friday Email 

Friday Night Faith-Forum:  
What Can We Learn from…? 

A Monthly featured guest teacher from across the spectrum of  
Jewish Living presenting during Fri PM Services 

 
DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO JEWISH PRACTICE & PURPOSE TODAY 

How do diverse pathways inform/enlighten my Jewish journey? 
Special Zoom Virtual-Oneg follow-up after Services  

For dialogue and open Q & A 
 

OPENING Presenter…Friday October 30th – Rabbi Lester Bronstein, 
Bet Am Shalom, President of the NY Board of Rabbis 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
RABBI GARY ZOLA 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE 
February 5 – 7, 2021 

 

Justice, Justice Shall 
You Pursue 

 
Executive Director, Jacob Rader 
Marcus Center of the American 

Jewish Archives; Edward M. 
Ackerman Family Distinguished 

Professor of the American Jewish 
Experience and Reform Jewish 

History, HUC-JIR/Cincinnati 
 

LT Covenant Learning continues in January/February  
with Rabbi Sirkman and Rabbinic Intern Erin Binder Kurland. 
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FROM RABBI EVE RUDIN 
 
Making a KESHER Outdoors! 

As of this writing, we have had a great start to the 
KESHER year! Our K – 3 learners meet outside on 
Sunday mornings, and our 4th – 7th grade learners 
meet outside for one learning day and online for 
Hebrew and Tefillah (services) a second day of the 
week. We move inside to the Temple’s large 
indoor spaces if it’s raining. See page for 8 for our 
Thanksgiving & Holiday Tzedakah.  
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From Mia Kargen & Amy Miller 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LTNS Outdoors 
These past few weeks of watching our daydream become reality has been 
unbelievable and also rewarding. As families rounded the corner onto the lawn on 
the first days of school, they were greeted by the beauty of the landscape of 
outdoor classroom tents before them. It has truly been incredible to hear how 
appreciative and accepting the children and their parents are about this new 
endeavor! The first few days, children walked in holding the hands of their parents 
and caregivers, but now come racing in on their own, eager to explore and play in 
their outdoor classrooms – no matter the weather! We have learned and played in 
sunshine, in clouds and fog, and in downpouring rain! The children seem simply 
excited to be together again with their classes. 

 
We have learned a lot already about the processes of being outdoors. While we try to be outside as much as possible, we 
realized this past week that sideways rain makes teaching and learning outside a challenge but is also a learning 
opportunity. The rain is a new source of learning and sparks scientific thought.  Many of the children enjoyed stomping in 
puddles and collecting rainwater.  It also gets so loud on the tent roofs that the children could not hear their teacher read 
a story. Imagine! 
 
We have learned that we can offer our Specials Classes – Motor Skills with Marcia, Yoga with Corey, and Language Arts 
with Tracy – outdoors in 
the open air from a 
distance. The children 
enjoy sitting in the grass 
or under the pavilion by 
the Blum Building 
entrance to listen to 
stories acted out by 
Tracy. They like to 
stretch up tall with 
Corey in a half circle in 
the grass, then reach down low to their toes. The children hop and stretch and become worms with Marcia, then balance 
as they walk a line. This is all on top of the amazing things that are happening in their regular classrooms, too! 
 
Even though we are outdoors, the children still have the amazing experiences that they had inside. They count the number 
of children at school and at home each day. They listen to songs and stories. They explore, create and play together. As the 
year progresses, the children will learn more and more together. 
 
We are looking forward to the days, weeks, and months ahead – and curious about how nature and weather will play their 
roles within our learning.   
 
Until next time, 
Mia and Amy 
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FAMILY NEWS  
Our deepest sympathies to the family of 
Doreen Stonner, mother of Sara Stonner  
Esther Weiner, sister-in-law Ed & Amy Jacobson  
Norman Herzberg, father of Gil Herzberg 
Leonard Lichter, father of Shari, Jonathan, grandfather of Aaron, 
Harrison, Emma, Paige and Lane 
Steve Silverman, cousin of Dan Karson 
Arthur Sandler, father of Neil Sandler 
Elliot Shapiro, father of Mark Shapiro 
Jaime Certilman, brother of Michelle Greenburg 
Rita Lowenstein, mother of Wendy, grandmother of Matt, Scott, Jeff, Brad and Emily 
Joan Marks, mother of Andrew Marks 
Ray Markowitz, father of Amy Stavis 
Ann Lee Ross, mother of Randall Ross 
Morton Porwick, husband of Sandy, father of Nancy, Evie & Julie and grandchildren Kate, Chloe, Phoebe, Sadie, Natalie 
and Ethan 
 
Mazel Tov to 
Doug London & Ronli Diakow on the birth of their daughter, Nella
 

THANK YOU 
 
Rabbi Sirkman’s Mitzvah Fund 
In gratitude  
by Michele & Frederic Daum 
In gratitude for the naming ceremony 
of our grandson  
by Michel & Louise Perez 
In gratitude for your efforts for Social 
Justice & Racial equity 
by Jennifer Mitchell & David 
Szuchman 
In gratitude for the house blessing  
by Robert Cyruli 
In gratitude for officiating and in 
memory of Morton Porwick  
by Sandy Porwick, Ned & Nancy 
Weiser, Evie Porwick & Julie 
Warshaw 
In gratitude for officiating and in 
memory of Toby Ritter  
by Nataly Ritter & Family 
In gratitude for officiating and in 
memory of Jacqueline Siegel  
by Pearl Schole & Family 
In gratitude and in memory of my 
father Herman Schleien  
by Charles Schleien 
In gratitude for officiating and in 
memory of Rita Lowenstein  
by Neil & Wendy Sandler 
In gratitude for officiating and in 
memory of Anne Lee Ross  

by Randall Ross & Clare Cosentino 
In gratitude for officiating and in 
memory of Jaime Certilman  
by Ross & Michele Greenburg 
In honor of Lila Perkins becoming Bat 
Mitzvah by Eleanor Silber 
In honor of Julia Weinbach becoming 
Bat Mitzvah  
by Laura Rubin 
In honor of our daughter Lila 
becoming Bat Mitzvah  
by Mark & Karen Epstein 
In gratitude for the High Holy Days & 
the clergy  
by Amy Lieberman 
by Yvonne Tropp 
by Carol & Matthew Scharff 
by Fred & Christine Bloom 
by Marvin & Rhea Weiss 
by Marla & Leo Schwartz 
In memory of my parents, Joan & Paul 
Marks  
by Andrew Marks 
In memory of Estherann Grayzel  
by David Grayzel 
In memory of Margaret Patchen 
by Stuart Patchen 
In memory of Philip Liebowitz  
by Sheila Liebowitz 
In memory of Rabbi’s uncle, Elaine 
Warshaw and Andi Rosenthal’s mom 
by Steve & Judy Gutmann 

In memory of Judith Rubin  
by Harvey Rubin 
In memory of Ray Markowitz  
by Ellen & Bob Sunness 
In memory of my husband Jay Richard 
Littwin by Carol Hoffman 
In gratitude  
by Michele & Frederic Daum 
In honor of Dylan & Noa’s upcoming 
wedding  
by Rita & Dave Hattem 
In gratitude for the house blessing  
by Robert Cyruli 
 
Cantor Scher’s Mitzvah Fund 
In honor of our daughter Lila 
becoming Bat Mitzvah  
by Mark & Karen Epstein 
In gratitude for the beautiful & 
meaningful HH Day services 
by Yvonne Tropp 
In appreciation and in memory of my 
father Herman Schleien  
by Charles Schleien 
In honor of Julia Weinbach becoming 
Bat Mitzvah by Laura & Alan Rubin 
In honor of my grandchildren  
by Marla Wiener 
 
In memory of Marie Rosenthal, 
mother of Andi Rosenthal  
by Mark & Yvette Goorevitch  
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Rabbi Frankel’s Mitzvah Fund 
In gratitude for the beautiful and 
meaningful HH Day services 
by Yvonne Tropp 
For officiating at Olivia’s naming 
by The Aronsons 
For your involvement in racial equity 
conversation by 
Jennifer Mitchell & David Szuchman 
 
Religious School Mitzvah Fund 
In gratitude and in memory of Irving 
Stone by Janice Stone 
 
General Fund 
In honor of Owen Barnes becoming 
Bar Mitzvah  
by Susie Blumenfeld 
In honor of Wendy & Herb Brooks’ 
50th Anniversary & in gratitude to 
Rabbi Sirkman  
 
by Larry Brooks 
In memory of Morty Porwick  

by Emily Grotta & John Boudreaux 
by Karen Mazer 
by Marc Brown 
by Michael Mayers 
by Martha O’Day 
In honor of Erin Binder Kurland  
by Carol & Matthew Scharff 
In memory of Marie Rosenthal 
by Rabbi Charles Rabinowitz & 
Wendy Weiner 
In memory of my Bubby Brenda Lewis 
Cooper and Stevie’s Hebrew 
namesake by Josh Asen 
 
Tzedakah Social Action Fund 
In honor of Jane Sable Friedman 
by Rachel Sesser 
 
Susan Sirkman Fund 
In memory of Rita Lowenstein & 
Arthur Sandler 
by Barbara Lewis Kaplan 
 
 

Memorial Fund 
In memory of Max Brooks and Morty 
Porwick by Carol & Matthew Scharff 
In memory of my dear grandson, Nick 
Veronesi by Yvonne Tropp 
In memory of Margie & Harold 
Szuchman by David Szuchman & 
Jennifer Mitchell 
In memory of my father Irving 
Zuckerman by Mark Zuckerman 
In memory of Linda Scharf  
by Deborah Huppert 
In memory of Mort Porwick  
by Randi Klaber 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LT CARING COMMUNITY… 
OOuurr  TTeemmppllee--CCoommmmuunniittyy  NNeettwwoorrkk  ooff  SSuuppppoorrtt  

In moments of loss… illness… or facing life-challenges aging can bring, we share 
your concern, and extend hearts and helping hands. Reach out, on a confidential 
basis, to let us know if you, or someone in the LT community, is in need. CALL our 
clergy: Rabbi Sirkman, Cantor Scher, Rabbi Frankel, 914-834-6120, or committee 
chairs:  Carolyn Kamlet, 914-391-6923 and Juli Karson, 914-381-3007 or email: 
carolyn.kamlet@gmail.com or juli@karsonmail.com. 

For up to date information on services and programs via livestream, Zoom or 
Facebook, please visit our website www.larchmonttemple.org 

or check your weekly Friday email  
 

Join us to observe Shabbat online 
Friday Night Shabbat services at 7 pm 
Saturday Mornings Chevrah at 9 am 

Saturday Shabbat Morning Minyan at 10:30 am 
 

Questions, don’t hesitate to call 914-834-6120. 
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE           DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Friday, November 6 
VAYEIRA (Gen. 18:1-22:24) 
5:00 PM LTNS Young Family Shabbat 
7:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat 
 
Saturday, November 7 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
9:00 AM Shabbat Yoga in LT Garden 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical Minyan 
Bar Mitzvah of Max Szuchman 
Bat Mitzvah of Dani Winter 
Bat Mitzvah of Sydney Winter 
 
Monday, November 9 
7:00 PM Kristallnacht Service 
 
Friday, November 14 
CHAYEI SARAH (Gen. 23:1-25:18) 
7:00 PM Shabbat Worship 
 
Saturday, November 15 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical Minyan 
Bar Mitzvah of Nathaniel Lipton 
 
Friday, November 20 
TOLEDOT (Gen. 25:19-28:9) 
7:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 
Saturday, November 21 
9:00 am Chevrah Torah 
10:30 am Shabbat Morning Musical Minyan 
Bar Mitzvah of Gabriel Froehlich 
Bar Mitzvah of Matthew Lebowitz 
Bar Mitzvah of Sam Spielberger 
 
Friday, November 27 
VAYEITZI (Gen. 28:10-32:3) 
7:00 PM Shabbat Worship 
 
Saturday, November 28 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical Minyan 
Bar Mitzvah of Ryan Master 
Bat Mitzvah of Rachel Friedland 
 
 
 

Friday, December 4  
VAYISHLACH (Gen. 32:4-36:43) 
5:00 PM LTNS Young Family Shabbat 
7:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat 
 
Saturday, December 5 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
9:00 AM Shabbat Yoga in LT Garden 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan 
Bar Mitzvah of Colin Weingarten 
Bar Mitzvah of Noah Siegel 
 
Thursday, December 10 
Kindle 1st Candle Chanukah 
 
Friday, December 11 
VAYESHEV (Gen. 37:1-40:23) 
6:30 PM Shabbat Chanukah  
 
Saturday, December 12 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan 
Bar Mitzvah of Harlan Glassman 
 
Friday, December 18 
MIKETZ (Gen. 41:1-44:17) 
7:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 
Saturday, December 19 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical Minyan 
Bat Mitzvah of Scotia Kuriloff 
 
Friday, December 25 
VAYIGASH (Gen. 44:18-47:27) 
7:00 PM Shabbat Worship 
 
Saturday, December 26 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical Minyan 
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Larchmont Temple 
75 Larchmont Avenue 
Larchmont, NY 10538 
914-834-6120 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cultural Arts Series Presents 

ELANA ARIAN 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 21, 7:30 PM 
Elana Arian is one of the leading voices in Contemporary Jewish music, a 

composer, multi-instrumentalist, and recording artist. Elana inspires communities 
across the country with her soulful songwriting and Spirit. Join us as she shares 

her music, her stories and her beautiful voice. Register online. 
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