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Rabbi Leora Frankel  
Service of Installation 

You know her from High Holy Days & Shabbat 
Family Discovery, Shabbat Morning Musical Minyan, LT 

Small Groups, Women’s Study and more…now let’s make it 
official with her installation! 

Please join us in Honoring & Celebrating  
our “new” Rabbi 

Friday, January 10 
6:30 pm Pre-Oneg (wine & cheese) 
7:00 pm Service of Installation 

Guest clergy: Rabbi Carole B. Balin, Professor Emerita of 
Jewish History at HUC-JIR, Cantor Ellen Dreskin &  

Cantor Jill Abramson 
Followed by festive oneg 

 
LT & Strait Gate 26th Annual Commemoration of 

Dr.  Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Dignity of Difference Series with  

Bishop Wayne Powell & Members of Strait Gate 

 Celebrating the life & contribution of   

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
and his dream of equality for all.   
 

Friday, January 17 
6:30 p.m. Family Style Shabbat Dinner 
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Worship   
with Bishop Wayne Powell, and the LT &  
Strait Gate Choirs 

  $18 per adult, $10 children,  
register online or call the office. 

Sunday, January 19 
10 a.m. Sunday Worship Services  

Strait Gate Choir 
Refreshments follow service. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Happy 2020! On behalf of the Board of Trustees and my family, we 
wish you all a happy and a healthy New Year and a new decade. 
 
What a great way to start the New Year/New Decade by sharing with 
you the phenomenal experience we 13 ambitious LTers experienced 
at Biennial in Chicago last month. 
 

Biennial is when the Union of Reform Judaism opens a special site for 5,000 or so reform 
Jews to come together to pray, learn, celebrate Shabbat and meet each other in an 
environment of pure joy and friendship. I promise no one thought about security for a 
second, though guards were clearly present. In fact, I don’t know that I have ever felt so 
safe being Jewish and free to express my beliefs with interesting, well-wishing colleagues.  
It was a very special experience as it always is as we explored the theme of “the other” 
with an expansive group of experts.  After Deborah Lipstadt spoke, the Soul Children of 
Chicago came out and sang Jewish songs with Elana Arians.  We cried as we laughed and 
sang filling the room with joy and love.  It may sound corny, but that is what the 
experience is. We will have another opportunity to attend biennial in 2022 in 
Washington, D.C.  
 
One of the special songs we sang together at Shabbat is one of my favorite songs that I 
shared with my girls at bedtime: 
 
“Bashana Haba’ah Neishev al hamirpeset v’nispor triporim …nod’dot 
…Od tir’eh, od tir’eh, Kama tov yihiyeh Bashana  bashana haba’ah” 
 
Next year 
We’’ll sit on the porch and count migrating birds 
Children on vacation will play tag 
Between the house and the fields, 
Chorus: You will yet see, you will yet see 
How good it will be  
Next Year… 
 
Next year we will spread out our hands 
Toward the radiant light. 
 
A white heron  
Like a light will spread her wings 
And within the sun will rise. 
 
Enjoy the New Year with all the events and programs described in this newsletter 
including a very special Spring Gala. 
 
Stacey Chervin Sigda 
president@larchmonttemple.org.
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FROM RABBI JEFFREY SIRKMAN 
 

What do you do when the world goes mad?  
This was the question posed by Ariel Burger [our LT 
Winter Scholar-in-Residence] near the start of his 
standing-room-only, inspired teaching session at the 
URJ Biennial in Chicago. 
 
As he and we well understood, the madness for us was 
all too real…Just the day before, two anti-Semitic 
attackers murdered 3 in a Jersey City Kosher market 

and one police-detective just prior when he approached their van. How could 
a hatred be so potent, so persuasive that it pushes you to kill?  Unfortunately, 
we know the answer: Madness. 
 
How else to explain a resurgence of anti-Semitic attacks, 
Especially targeting the identifiably Orthodox community; 
A hostility that deeply wounds us all? 
For whatever the avowed reason, it is unfounded and unjust; 
the kind of insanity that continues to infect our world. 
But how do we combat it/transcend it? 
 
Professor Wiesel explained the only reasonable response. 
“There are many types of madness.   
There is clinical madness, which is destructive, and which isolates and 
separates…In its collective form, there is political madness, when nations give 
into hate and lose their way.  And then there is its opposite: mystical 
madness, which is an obsession with humanity, with the union of 
people…One must be mad to actually believe that we can make the world 
better, that we can save humanity…In life, if you look away from suffering, 
you become complicit, a bystander. Silence never helps the victims, only the 
victimizers.  If you do look, you risk madness. 
Faced with such a choice, madness is a better option.” 
     [Witness, Ariel Burger, pgs 113-114] 
 
What do you do when the world goes mad?  
You choose a different kind of madness: the audacity of hope, 
the passionate pursuit of moral courage, of unconditional caring,  
of believing that the only force that can conquer hate is the collective power 
of our love. 
 
Unreasonable, unthinkable—to counter indifference by embracing 
difference?... 
Inconceivable, impossible—to vanquish the darkness by discovering the 
other’s light? 
YES!...And only such madness will someday make our world sacred, and 
sane… 
     Rabbi Jeffrey Sirkman 
 

Friday, January 17 
Dignity of Difference 
Shabbat Series &  
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Commemoration 
Bishop Wayne Powell  

6:30 p.m. 
Shabbat 
Family-Style 
Dinner 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat 
Services 
Bishop Powell 

shares key aspects of his faith’s 
traditions/rituals.  
$18 adults, $10 kids ages 6-12 
 
WHY is Bishop Wayne Powell’s 
friendship over the course of 30 
years such a gift? 
BBeeccaauussee his heart is ever open to 
hear my struggles & pain… 
BBeeccaauussee his hands are ever-
reaching to join in mutual support 
and care… 
BBeeccaauussee even when the world 
weighs heavy his faith is ever 
resilient… 
AND even more, 
BBeeccaauussee, much as we have in 
common—from the congregational 
leadership we share  
to the families we’ve raised and the 
news networks we watch… 
We celebrate each other’s 
differences! 
I love Wayne NOT because he is 
like me,  
but bbeeccaauussee he is uniquely himself; 
True to his values—passionate in 
his commitments—unwavering in 
his faith. 
JJOOIINN  UUSS in Celebrating the Dignity 
of Difference, Affirming our 
partnership, and our common 
purpose, And the covenantal 
mission we all share. –R’JS 
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LLTT  LLiiffee--LLoonngg  LLeeaarrnniinngg  
“Can we make space for difference? Can we hear the voice of God in a language, a sensibility, a culture 
not our own?...We need to search—each faith in its own way—for a way of living with, and 
acknowledging the integrity of those who are not of our faith…The prophets of ancient Israel were the 
first to think globally, to conceive of God transcending national boundaries and of humanity as a single 
moral community linked by a covenant of mutual responsibility…. 
Does our faith today give rise to a generosity of spirit capable of recognizing the integrity—yes, even the 
sanctity—of worlds outside our faith.”    The Dignity of Difference, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

 
LT’s Life-Long Learning Theme 

DISCOVERING THE Other—UNDERSTANDING Ourselves 
Could not be more timely.  In a world where the boundaries of friend and foe establish walls,  

we must build bridges. Join us for LT Adult Learning; exchanges that will challenge your assumptions, deepen your 
understanding and strengthen your spirit. 

 
Our Larchmont Temple Adult Learning has graciously been underwritten this year by the 
immense generosity of a member, enabling us to engage the most insightful and inspiring teachers, 
heightening our exploration and enriching our dialogue.  We are ever grateful! 

Friday – Sunday, January 24 – 26 
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE: Rabbi Ariel Burger, Ph.D 

Witness: Lessons from Elie Wiesel’s Classroom 
 

 
 

Friday, Shabbat Worship at 6:30 pm 
Saturday, Chevrah Torah at 9 am 

Saturday, Dessert & Dialogue at 7:30 pm 
Sunday, Congregational Breakfast at 10 am 

A long-time student of Elie Wiesel, Burger brings us into the classroom where Wiesel 
encouraged his students to think higher, feel deeper and above all ask questions and challenge 

themselves. Join us for a weekend of inspiration! 
For the Dessert & Dialogue on Saturday night, register online or call the office. 
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L.T.University 
4 & 2-Session mini-mesters 

Higher-level learning with Master-teachers 
Courses on approaches to understanding the “Other” 

 

The Jewish JESUS…Jesus was born a Jew 
and died a Jew. This course will examine 
the Jewishness of Jesus and the points of 
opposition between Judaism and his 
teachings, in the context of the political, 
economic, religious and intellectual 

conditions of his time. Teacher: Ze’ev viezer… 
Tuesdays:1/14, 1/21. 1/28 & 2/4; 7:15-8:45 PM 
 

Problem Prayers for the Jewish-
Christian "Double Helix of History" 
Ever since we came into being as 
spiritual siblings some 2000 years 
ago, Jews and Christians have circled 
round each other like a spiritual double-
helix. Our mini-course sheds new light 

on some of our best-known prayers, by revealing 
them as products of (or problems for) ongoing 
Jewish-Christian dialogue, historically and in our time. 
Teacher: Rabbi Larry Hoffman…Thursdays, 1/16 & 1/23  

 
The Bible’s Cutting-Room Floor…Ancient 
Answers to Good & Evil for our World 
Today…How can ancient editing enable us 
to respond to life’s biggest questions? 
Teacher: Dr. Joel Hoffman…Thursdays: 
1/30 & 2/6; 7:15-8:45 PM 

REGISTER on the LT website or CALL the LT Office TODAY 
 

Sunday February 9, 10 am  
Adult Ed & Brotherhood Breakfast:  
Dr. Kareem Adeeb on Islam 

Dr. Adeeb, a Lebanese American and 
Sunni Muslim, will speak about his 
personal relationship with Islam. Dr. 
Adeeb is the Board President of the 
Interfaith Council of Southwestern 
Connecticut, the first Muslim ever 
elected to such a position in the history 

of the U.S. On alternate Fridays, at the invitation of the 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research, 
UNITAR, based in Geneva, he delivers a sermon at the 
United Nations. Dr. Adeeb is a linguist who speaks six 
languages and writes poetry in three. 
  

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
SAVE THE DATE: Monday, March 16 

RAC Albany Lobbying Day 
Join the Social Justice committee for lobbying in 
Albany with the Religious Action Center (RAC) of NY  
We will be working with RAC-NY over the next few 
months to select our issue and coordinate efforts with 
other local reform synagogues. Come join the effort 
and join the voice of the Reform Jewish movement to 
lobby our legislators on important issues of social 
justice. 

Social Action Opportunities 
DDOORROOTT  HHoommeelleessssnneessss  PPrreevveennttiioonn,,  JJaannuuaarryy  1166. Cook and/or 
serve a home-cooked meal to seniors at DOROT's Upper 
West Side location. Contact: jensperkins@gmail.com. 
 
MMiiddnniigghhtt  RRuunn,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2255 Midnight Run is a consortium of 
synagogues, churches and schools bringing food and 
clothing to NYC’s homeless. We meet at 4 pm at Larchmont 
Avenue Church to sort clothes and toiletries & return to the 
church at 8:30 pm for the run into the city. Children 12 and 
up are welcome to come with parents, teens 15 and older 
may join us with parental consent. All can help sort and 
make lunches. Contact: linda.riefberg@gmail.com 
  
CCooookkiinngg  ffoorr  HHOOPPEE  SSoouupp  KKiittcchheenn  
JJaannuuaarryy  2266,,  1122::3300. HOPE is the largest emergency food 
pantry and soup kitchen in the region. HOPE also assists 
people in need with necessary clothing, language skills, 
immigration services and much more. Please donate food 
and/or join us to cook a delicious meal for people in need. 
Contact: jill@thesarkozis.net or elissatauber @gmail.com 
  
BBooookkbbaagg  LLiitteerraaccyy  PPrrooggrraamm  
If you would like to volunteer Saturdays from 1:30-3 pm at 
the Coachman Center, please contact me. We are seeking 
teen volunteers and parent supervisors. Contact: 
Elissabard@gmail.com. 
  
PPlleeaassaannttvviillllee  CCoottttaaggeess,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  99,,  11  ppmm  LT shares snacks, 
plays games and runs activities with the children at the 
Pleasantville Cottage School in Pleasantville, a school for 
children with emotional or learning disabilities, ages 12-19. 
This is a great opportunity for kids 12 and up and adults. We 
meet at 12:45 PM at Larchmont Temple and drive together 
to spend about 2 hours with the teens. Contact 
linda.riefberg@gmail.com or Lisashu50@gmail.com 
 
The Social Action Committee will meet Sunday mornings 
at 10 am in the Axelrod 1/12, 2/9, 3/15, 4/19, 5/17. 
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FROM CANTOR TRACEY SCHER
 
Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Fifty-six years ago, sitting in the Birmingham City Jail, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
wrote an open letter, calling for non-violent resistance.  Included in that letter was his 
declaration that, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”. This letter, written in 
response to a public statement of condemnation by eight white religious leaders in the South 
who worried that King, along with other activists, would cause violence in the streets of 
Birmingham, served as a resounding call for Americans from all backgrounds to continue the 
peaceful march towards tolerance, compassion and opportunity for all. 

 
Dr. King’s message is as relevant today as it was 56 years ago. The United Stated has always been a beacon of 
light, a land of opportunity—but who is the beneficiary of this opportunity? Dr. King fought hard for the same 
opportunities to be afforded to ALL.  Despite his non-violent protests, he was disliked by many and insulted by 
leaders across communities. His response to these harsh attacks was respect and an openness to working 
together. In his words, “The strong man is the man who will not hit back, who can stand up for his rights and yet 
not hit back”. Now, as we face these same challenges, Dr. King’s message could not be more timely—How can 
we reach across to those whose opinions differ from our own with respect and openness to working towards a 
better society? 
 
As we remember and honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., take some time to talk with others and consider the 
following questions—perhaps they will lead to meaningful conversation. 
1. What does Dr. King’s quote “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere” mean to you? 
2. How can we work/converse with “the other” when we perceive them as “the other”? 
3. Which of Dr. King’s ideas do you want to share with your children this year in particular? 
4. How does community service play a role in this holiday? What will you do to honor Dr. King’s dream to make 

it your reality? 
 
Dr. King dreamed of a better world. It is up to each one of us to help fulfill that dream, one mitzvah at a time. 

To register for these events, log in to your LT account and go to larchmonttemple.org/Cultural-Arts
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FROM RABBI LEORA FRANKEL 
 
On the brink of 2020—a number that admittedly still sounds like a sci-fi year to me—we are faced with much 
uncertainty and the opportunity to reflect.  Who do we want to become in the year and decade ahead?  What 
positive impact can we make in our community and country?  As both a rabbi and mother, I am especially 
concerned with how we can raise a generation of grounded and generous children in our complicated and at 
times unkind world.   This driving question is the impetus behind a new series of Ethical Parenting Workshops 
I’m facilitating with our LTNS Director, Mia Kargen.  Several times this year, we’ll gather with other LT parents to 
share the “oys and joys” of parenting today, learn from one another, and unpack timeless Jewish wisdom that 

speaks to our present moment.  Our next workshop will be on Tuesday morning, January 14 at 9:15, focused on “Cultivating 
Empathy in our Kids.”  Anyone is welcome to participate, so feel free to spread the word and bring a friend.  (See information below 
for future dates and topics.)  
 
No matter our age or life stage, I believe that Judaism can give us tools to flourish, to imbue our lives with meaning and purpose.  
Just as we want to nurture those with young families, our clergy and Caring Community want to support members who are caring 
for aging relatives or who are themselves making final preparations.  This winter we hope you’ll join us for a two-part series entitled 
“Rest in Peace.”  Our loved ones can truly rest in peace if we and they have made intentional choices about their end-of-life care 
and last wishes.  While most of us don’t think about these questions until we are in the throes of a health crisis, the best time to 
begin these conversations is when everyone is still well.  I hope that you’ll take advantage of an open Q & A with Ed Fox, Director of 
Fox Funeral Homes on Thursday night, February 6th.  Together Ed and I will present and answer all of your questions about Jewish 
funerals, from rites and rituals to the logistics you’ve always wondered about but maybe were afraid to ask.  Then save the date for 
our second in this series on March 19th as we benefit from a panel of physicians and social workers who will guide us through the 
considerations for making comfortable end-of-life choices. 
 
As I write this column, it is remarkable to think of how many sacred moments I have already shared with the LT community over the 
past half year: shiva minyans and baby namings, lifting our voices in the High Holiday Tent and at Saturday morning musical minyan, 
KESHER Family Discovery and LTNS Shabbat, Jewish yoga, Women’s Study and so much more.  More than any class or program 
though, the best part of these first months has been getting to know LT members and families, hearing your stories and hopes, 
learning YOUR Torah.  I am grateful for the chance to celebrate these deepening relationships at my Installation Shabbat on Friday 
night, January 10th.  Our clergy team will be joined that night by three talented colleagues who will inspire us all with their insights 
and music.  We are thrilled to share the bimah with Rabbi Carole Balin, PhD, Cantor Ellen Dreskin, and Cantor Jill Abramson, dear 
friends and mentors of mine.  I hope you will join us for this special service and a festive oneg to follow. 
 
In the meantime, wishing everyone a Happy New Year and looking forward to connecting more in the months ahead. 
L’Shalom, 
Rabbi Leora Frankel 
 

Ethical Parenting Series: Cultivating Empathy in our Kids 
TTuueessddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  1144tthh  ffrroomm  99::1155--1100::1155  aamm  iinn  tthhee  LLiibbrraarryy  

JJooiinn  RRaabbbbii  LLeeoorraa  FFrraannkkeell  &&  LLTTNNSS  DDiirreeccttoorr  MMiiaa  KKaarrggeenn    
ttoo  sshhaarree  ccooffffeeee,,  ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  aanndd  uusseeffuull  ppaarreennttiinngg  ttiippss  iinn  aa  jjuuddggmmeenntt--ffrreeee  zzoonnee..  

  
We’ll explore how to cultivate empathy, including: 

•• Understanding and appreciating differences & disabilities 
•• Saying sorry and really meaning it (or better yet, showing it) 
•• Modeling compassion for both loved ones and strangers     

Save the Dates for our future gatherings, all in the LT Library at 9:15 am: 
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2277tthh      FFiinnddiinngg  WWoorrddss  ffoorr  DDiiffffiiccuulltt  TTiimmeess  
TTuueessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2244tthh      ““HHooww  ttoo  RRaaiissee  AAnn  AAdduulltt””  --  IInnssttiilllliinngg  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee    
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  AApprriill  2233rrdd      SSeettttiinngg  LLiimmiittss  &&  SSaayyiinngg  NNoo  WWiitthh  LLoovvee  

To RSVP or for more information about our ongoing Ethical Parenting series, e-mail Rabbi Frankel at 
lfrankel@larchmonttemple.org (or knock on her office door to say hi). 
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Calendar of LT Happenings… January & February 
 
Weekly Shabbat Morning Musical Minyan 

A short, sweet & musical Shabbat.  
A supportive place to say Kaddish in 
community. A  chance to lift your voice & 
spirit. This weekly Saturday morning 
service begins at 10:30 a.m.  and is led by 

Rabbi Leora Frankel and Rabbinic Intern Erin Binder Kurland.   

 
Friday, January 10, 10 am 
Monthly Women’s Study Group  
with Rabbi Frankel 

Explore Jewish texts & topics with a feminist 
twist. Friday mornings from 10-11:30 am in 
the Library. To receive reminders and 
updates, please contact Mia Shapiro at 
mshapiro@larchmonttemple.org.   

 

Friday, January 10 
Rabbi Leora Frankel Service of Installation 
Guest clergy: Rabbi Carole B. Balin, Professor Emerita of 
Jewish History at HUC-JIR, Cantor Ellen Dreskin &  
Cantor Jill Abramson. See cover page 
 
Saturday, January 11, 9 am 
Shabbat Yoga 

Nourish your body and your spirit at our 
drop-in Shabbat yoga experience. Service led 
by Rabbi Frankel. Save the dates, all Saturday 
mornings from 9:00-10:30 am: Jan 11, Feb 1, 
March 7, April 18. To receive email reminders 

and updates about Shabbat Yoga, contact Mia Shapiro at 
mshapiro@larchmonttemple.org.  
 
Sunday, January 12, 10 am 
Brotherhood Breakfast with Michael Kay 

Living Your Best Life through Life 
Transitions (Despite Market Conditions) 
Author of The Business of Life and The Feel 
Rich project, Michael Kay shows how 
gaining an understanding of your 
money history, identifying your values  
and preparing for life transitions can 

aid in living your best life with your available resources.  
He will present a few tips for creating a meaningful 
dialogue with your significant other about money and 
how your money mindset can either be your greatest 
ally or biggest enemy. 

 
Monday, January 13, 7 - 9 pm  
New Members Wine & Welcome  

Come in out of the cold January weather 
and enjoy some time getting to know LT 
clergy, LT leaders and each other over a 
glass of wine at Vintage 1891 Kitchen. 
For more information, contact Deborah 

Novick or Alyssa Goldberg at newmembers@ 
larchmontemple.org. 
 
Tuesday, January 14, 9:15 am 
LTNS Ethical Parenting Series: 
Cultivating Empathy in Our Children 
Join Rabbi Frankel and Mia Kargen, Nursery School 
Director in an exploration of this topic. See p. 7 
 
Beginning January 14 
LT University… 
Choose from three mini courses. 
For more info, see p. 5. Courses are free. 
Register online. 
 
Friday, January 17, Sunday, Januay 19 
LT & Strait Gate Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Commemoration 
See cover page and for more info on Bishop Wayne 
Powell, our guest speaker, see p. 3. 
 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday, January 24 - 26 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE 
Rabbi Ariel Burger 
Whether or not you’ve read his book 
Witness: Lessons from Elie Wiesel’s 
Classroom, you won’t want to miss 
this inspiring and transformational 
teacher.  For more info, please see 
p. 4. 
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Tuesday, January 28, 7:45 pm 

LT Book Group: No Past Tense 
We will be reading No Past Tense, by 
D.Z. Stone, and the author will join us. 
(There are 2 copies in the Temple 
Library) Please check the weekly e-
mails in case of any change. No RSVPs 
necessary; refreshments will be 
served. 

 
Kati and Willi Salcer never told their children that they 
had been in concentrations camps. D.Z. Stone, a 
journalist, documentarian and writer specifically trained 
in cultural anthropology chronicles their life stories, 
from childhoods in Czechoslovakia to liberation from 
the camps, a return to their hometowns after the war, 
and from pre-State Israel to New York.  
 
Friday, February 1, 7:30 pm 

LT “Story Hour” 
Discovering the Other 
Embracing Ourselves 
Hear stories from our own LT 
members. 
See page 6  

 
Thursday, February 6, 7:30 p.m. 
LT Caring Community, Rest in Peace  
Funerals and Jewish Mourning, Session l 

 
Our loved ones can truly “rest in peace” when we’ve 
thoughtfully planned and fulfilled their final wishes. Join 
Rabbi Frankel and Ed Fox, Director of Fox Funeral Home, 
to discuss the rites, rituals and decisions surrounding 
funeral observances and final arrangements. Come with 
all the questions you’ve always been afraid to ask or are 
just starting to wonder about. This is the first of a two-
part series on end-of-life planning. Register online or 
call the office. Save the date for Thursday, March 19, 
Making Comfortable Choices, Session II. 
 

Friday, February 7, 10 am 
Monthly Women’s Study Group  

with Rabbi Frankel 
Explore Jewish texts & topics with a 
feminist twist. Friday mornings from 10-
11:30 am in the Library. To receive 

reminders and updates, please contact Mia Shapiro at 
mshapiro@larchmonttemple.org.   
 

Sunday February 9, 10 am  
Adult Ed & Brotherhood 
Breakfast: Dr. Kareem Adeeb 
on Islam 
For more info, see p. 5  
 

 

LT Caring Community 
HHoollddiinngg  UUpp  aanndd  OOnnttoo  OOnnee  AAnnootthheerr  
Our Temple Community Network of Support 
In moments of loss…in dealing with illness…in facing the 
life-challenges aging can bring, from our door to yours, 
we share your concern, and extend our hearts & helping 
hands… 

RREEAACCHH  OOUUTT  on a confidential basis, letting us know if 
you, or someone in the LT community, is in need.  CALL 
our clergy: Rabbi Sirkman, Cantor Scher, Rabbi Frankel, 
914-834-6120, or committee chairs: Carolyn Kamlet, 
914-391-6923 and Juli Karson, 914-381-3007 or email 
CaringCommunity@larchmonttemple.org.  IF you are 
interested in volunteering to help, call Carolyn or Juli. 
 

WWEE  CCAANN  HHEELLPP  BBYY: 
CCAALLLLIINNGG…a FFrriieennddllyy--PPhhoonnee  CCaallll, 
member to member—checking-
in on how you are… 
VVIISSIITTIINNGG…a FFaaccee--ttoo--FFaaccee  VViissiitt—
bringing company/ compassion… 
SSUUPPPPOORRTTIINNGG…an OOuuttrreeaacchh  ooff  
CCoommffoorrtt in the face of loss—
honoring memory, affirming life 
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What’s Happening in KESHER and 
High School Youth Programs?  

We are off to camp and camp is coming to us! 
 
Our 4th and 5th grade learners are off to camp this 
February 1-2 for our retreat! Why a retreat? At camp 
we can get to know one another better, celebrate 
Shabbat and have fun! Our theme is “Be Kind” from the 
movie and book Wonder! 
 
On Sunday January 12, Jayme Mallindine, Director of 
URJ 6 Points Sci-Tech will be with us so we can learn 
about summer opportunities and the greater Reform 
Jewish community for children and youth. Please come 
and find out about all our URJ Summer Opportunities 
available to your children both now and for when they 
get older.   
Shoshy Levine and our teens are… 
…off to NFTY NAR’s (New York Area Region) Winter 
Kallah January 3 – 5 in Brooklyn, NY. Together with 
NFTYites from around the region, they will learn, sing, 
pray and have fun together.  
…off to the RAC (Religious Action Center) L’Taken 
Seminar in Washington DC this January 10-13. 
Together with teens from around the country, they will 
learn about the important issues of the day and lobby 
on Capitol Hill.  
…off to ski on the LarFTY Ski Trip February 7 – 9! 

Sunday, February 9 

Dan Nichols 
Concert!! 
We are incredibly excited to 
welcome Jewish Musician 
(and Rock Star) Dan Nichols 
on Sunday February 9. He will 
do a special family concert 
during KESHER that day!  
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HHoonnoorriinngg  CCaarrooll  SScchhaarrffff  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  2255,,  77  ppmm  

Save the Date for LT’s Spring Gala, and celebrate our 
community with our distinguished honoree, Carol 
Scharff. Carol is the emobidment of our culture, an 
extraordinary leader and welcoming presence who has 
created continuity and touched all facets of our lives. 
 
Not only has Carol been a past president who 
sustained the congregation, but she continues to serve 
every day. If your family has had a bar or bat mitzvah, 
she created your special Oneg; if you come to Friday 
night services or to one of our programs, she greets 
you; if you have attended the Women’s Seder, she 
started it; and so much more. 
 
Join us to celebrate and say: Thanks to Carol! 
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Coming in March!
 
Saturday, March 7, 4 – 6 pm 
Women’s Giving Event 
Enjoy wine, cheese, warmth and friendship as we create 80 - 100 Passover and 
Purim food gift bags for the charity Dorot and for our elderly congregants. 
Reunite with old friends, meet new ones, and begin to plan for the next LT 
Women's Retreat. We will conclude this special afternoon with a beautiful 
Havdalah ceremony. Your $10 donation will contribute to the food, materials 
and cost of the event. If you cannot attend but would like to participate in this 
mitzvah, you can donate to the cause - $5 per gift bag - or volunteer to deliver 
the finished gifts. The LT website sign up page will have more details on how to 
donate and participate in this rewarding event. 
 

 
Saturday, March 14, 7 pm 
"The Forgotten Kingdom" 
The Guy Mendilow Ensemble 
Our big community concert of the year, "The Forgotten Kingdom" is a theatrical 
show that weaves together story and narrative to whisk people away to places 
that are different from their own so that they can better understand their own 
current situation.The show is a 21st century global take on beautiful old music 
and legends - a musical trek to kingdoms long forgotten - stories of vagabond 
queens, pauper poets and lovers lost to sea, from communities in the 
Mediterranean and Balkan communities largely destroyed in WW II.  
Any audience looking for adventure will be swept away by this show! A FREE 
community event with a wine & cheese reception. 

 
 
 

Monday, March 9 
6 pm Dinner, 7 pm Show 
Don’t miss this year’s extravaganza - a re-telling of the Purim story 
through the music of Elton John. A gender-bending, all-inclusive, 
audience participation event for the entire family. Multi-generational 
performances by the talented people of Shir Ami, Shir Harmony, Shir 
Chodesh and many surprise guests.  
 
This Vegas-style show at “The Palace” includes free drinks, an all-you-
can-eat buffet, and an all-star revue! Wear your most outrageous 
costumes and sing along karaoke style. Celebrate the “other” in one 
another! 
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LIBRARY CORNER  
by Ze’ev Aviezer 

Library Volunteers Wanted. 
Please contact me: library@larchmonttemple.org. 

 
Below is a sampling of the eclectic collection of books that were recently added to 
our library’s shelves, including 32 volumes Mishnah to our reference section. 
 
The Séance  
by Isaac Bashevis Singer  
These amazing stories, by a Nobel Prize winner, will stay with you. The strange, 
sad characters afflicted by poverty and by life, bring us face to face with common 
human personalities from all times and places, while also depicting the conditions 
and peculiar relationships of Jews in Poland. Magic, religion, animals, thieves, 
rabbis, prostitutes, mystics, Holocaust survivors, Talmudic scholars, prisoners, 
books, butchers and shopkeepers crowd the pages. In each story, you find pathos 
and tragedy, happiness and satisfaction, tensions and transformations.   
 
The Hotel Neversink  
by Adam O’Fallon Price 
Thirty-one years after workers first broke ground, the magnificent Hotel 
Neversink in the Catskills finally opens to the public. Then a young boy 
disappears. This mysterious vanishing—and the ones that follow—will brand the 
lives of three generations. At the root of it all is Asher Sikorsky, the ambitious and 
ruthless patriarch. Told by an unforgettable chorus of Sikorsky family members—
a matriarch, a hotel  Maid, a traveling comedian, the hotel detective, and many 
others—the book is a gripping portrait of a Jewish family in the Catskills over the 
course of a century. 
 
The Gospel According to Lazarus  
by Richard Zimler 
According to the New Testament, Jesus resurrected his friend, but the Gospel of 
John omits details of how he achieved this miracle and whether he had any 
special purpose in doing so.  Zimler takes up the tale and recreates the story of 
the Passion from Lazarus’ point of view. He places Jesus in the historical context 
of ancient Jewish practice and tradition; he is at once a charismatic rabbi and a 
political activist who uses his awareness of a transcendent reality—culminating in 
the Kingdom of Heaven—to try to bring justice to his people and a broader 
compassion for humankind. 
 
The Accusation: Blood Libel in an American Town  
by Edward Berenson 
On Saturday, September 22, 1928, Barbara Griffiths, age four, strayed into the 
woods surrounding the upstate village of Massena, NY. Hundreds of people 
looked everywhere for the child but could not find her. At one point, someone 
suggested that Barbara had been kidnapped and killed by Jews, and as the search 
continued, police and townspeople alike gave credence to the quickly spreading 
rumors. The allegation of ritual murder, known to Jews as “blood libel,” took hold. 
More than just the disturbing story of one town’s embrace of an insidious anti-
Jewish myth, The Accusation is a shocking and perceptive exploration of American 
and European responses to anti-Semitism. 

 

Sunday, January 12, 4 pm 
LT Film Festival: 
Divine Intervention 

The Larchmont Temple Film Festival 
will screen Divine Intervention 
Palestinian, Hebrew and Arabic 
English subtitles 

At the center of the Middle East 
conflict, hearts beat in tragic comedy 
and deadpan irony. “The film was so 
well received around the world that 
it seemed likely to get an Oscar 
nomination, but was rejected by the 
Motion Picture Academy because 
entries must be nominated by their 
nation of origin, and Palestine is not 
a nation. That's the sort of Catch-22 
that Suleiman might appreciate.”  

--Roger Ebert 
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FAMILY NEWS  

THANK YOU 
RABBI SIRKMAN’S MITZVAH FUND 
In gratitude for the brit milah for our 
grandson Benjamin Oliver Skolnik  
by Amy & Bob Sommer 
by Judy Siegel 
In honor of your new grandson Sawyer Wolf  
by Lynn Neidorf 
by Steven & Pam Tanenbaum 
by Minna Immerman 
by Bruce & Rebecca Robinson 
by Susan Litwer 
by Harvey Kohn 
by Alexander & Karen Mauskop 
by Marlene & Gerald Kolbert 
by Mark & Silvia Lederman 
In appreciation of services leading to 
conversion of our future & now daughter-in-
law, Julie, by Jay & Barbara Gottlieb 
In gratitude for officiating at the wedding of 
Jaime & Alex by Lisa & Marc Friedman 
In gratitude for officating at the wedding of 
our daughter Maddie to Kevin Vales 
by Ron & Kerry Moelis 
In gratitude and in honor of Ben Silverberg 
becoming Bar Mitzvah  
by Michael Silverberg & Debbie Finkelstein 
In honor of our son Billy becoming Bar 
Mitzvah by David & Rachel Blechman 
In gratitude for beautiful and inspiring High 
Holy Day Services 
by Marshall Cohen & Ellen Brooks 
In deep appreciation of the High Holy Days 
by Tom & Judy Landau 
In gratitude for the High Holy Days 
by Harvey & Ronnie Hammer 
In gratitude for your wisdom, guidance and 
compassion by Carolyn & Lee Kamlet 
In gratitude for all you do 
by Carol & Matthew Scharff 
In gratitude for the High Holy Days 
by Cindy & Kenneth Klein 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

In memory of Bob Melnick 
by Marie Wolf, Sue, Rob & Barb 
In gratitude for your support and for 
officating at the shiva minyan service for 
Vicky’s father Edwin Nadel  
by Vicky & Zach Stein 
In gratitiude by Dave & Rita Hattem 
In gratitude for the shiva minyan service for 
my husband, Bob by Hyla Melnick 
In memory of Roleda Turley 
by Carolyn & Lee Kamlet 
In memory of my father, Bob Gross, on the 
10th anniversary of his yahrzeit 
by Karen Gross Vig 
In memory of Perry Hoffman 
by Irene Seff 
With heartfelt appreciation and in memory of 
Sam Riessen 
by Marty Kanengiser & Ellen Landau 
In appreciation by Paul & Karen Isaac 
In memory of Charlie Zilberberg  
by Luciann & Edward Slomkowski 
by Elise Silvestri & Matthew Schoengood 
In memory of Fran Rosenfeld’s mother, 
Ethelynn Wallach by Leslie Tenzer 
In memory of Harold Cohen , father of Elise 
Silvestri Schoengood by Leslie Tenzer 
In memory of Midge’s father, George 
Feldman by Hugh & Midge Baum 
 
CANTOR SCHER’S MITZVAH FUND 
In honor of our son Billy becoming Bar 
Mitzvah by David & Rachel Blechman 
In honor of our granddaughter Kayleigh 
Wishner becoming Bat Mitzvah  
by Martin & Ellen Mayer 
In gratitude for your patience, humor & 
support in helping Ben for his Bar Mitzvah 
by Michael Silverberg & Debbie 
Finkelstein 
In gratitude for beautiful and inspiring High 
Holy Day music 
by Marshall Cohen & Ellen Brooks 
 

In deep appreciation for the High Holy 
Days by Tom & Judy Landau 
In gratitude for the High Holy Day music 
by Carol & Matthew Scharff 
In honor of the beautiful High Holy Day 
music by Steve & Pam Tanenbaum 
For services leading to conversion of our 
future and now daughter-in-law Julie  
by Jay & Barbara Gottlieb 
In appreciation by Paul & Karen Isaac 
In appreciation of officating at the funeral 
for my husband Bob Melnick 
by Hyla Melnick 
In memory of Robert Melnick 
by H. David & Ruth Stein 
In gratitude for your love and support 
when my father died  
by Sara Levin Santalone 
In memory of Delores Watenberg 
by Stacy & Ira Watenberg 
In gratitude for the unveiling service for 
Bobbi by Frank, Amy & Andrew Altersohn 
 
RABBI FRANKEL’S MITZVAH FUND 
In gratitude for beautiful and inspiring High 
Holy Day services 
by Marshall Cohen & Ellen Brooks 
In deep appreciation of the High Holy Days 
by Tom & Judy Landau 
With much appreciation 
by Carol & Matthew Scharff 
 
CANTOR MENDELSON’S MITZVAH FUND 
In deep appreciation of the High Holy Days  
by Tom & Judy Landau 
With much appreciation  
by Carol and Matthew Scharff 
In honor of officiating at Emily & Rob’s 
wedding and giving them such a beautiful 
beginning to their lives together  
by Peggy and Andy Kahn 
 
RABBI H. LEONARD POLLER & PRISCILLA 
POLLER ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In honor of Pinky Leitner, Carol Scharff and 
Judy Poller 
by Priscilla Poller 

Our deepest sympathies to the family of 
Noel Abraham, mother of Mark & Paul 
Stefan Corbin father of Richard, Michael & Lisa 
Dr. Selig Eisenberg father of Noah Eisenberg 
Harold Cohen father of Elise Silvestri 
Ethelyn Wallach mother of Fran Rosenfeld 
Maks Ettingen father of Doreen Davidowitz 
Dr. Arnold Grebler father of Marisa Bloch 
Charles Zilberberg father of Julie Zilberberg 
Dr. Seymour Evans father of Leslie Bradley 
Bruce Breiner brother-in-law of Teri Weinstock 
 

Mazel Tov to 
Wendy & Jeffrey Kaufman on the marriage of 
their son Robert to Leah Hurley 
Howard & Amy Seife on the marriage of their 
son William to Erin Sougstad 
Amy & Bob Sommer on the birth of their new 
grandson Benjamin 
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GENERAL FUND 
In honor of the wedding of William Seife and 
 Erin Sougstad by Howard & Amy Seife 
In appreciation of Cantor Tracey Scher 
by Lynn Neidorf 
In honor of Caitlin Kaufman becoming  
Bat Mitzvah by Susie Blumenfeld 
In memory of our son Sam Riessen  
by David & Debra Riessen 
 
PRAYERBOOK FUND 
In appreciation by Paul & Karen Isaac 
 
YOUTH PROGRAMS 
In honor of Ezra Wang becoming Bar Mitzvah  
by Michael & Sandra Tannenbaum 
MEMORIAL FUND 
In memory of Robert Melnick 
by Kenneth Schroder 
by Ruth & Roger Bibace & his care-giving friends 
In memory of Helen Diana Demsky 
by Sy & Hilda Demsky 
In memory of Sharon Felder  
by Larry & Ginette Langer 
In memory of Sam Riessen 
by Marshal Cohen & Ellen Brooks 
In memory of John Slavin 
by Emily Grotta & John Boudreaux 
In memory of Perry Hoffman 
by Stuart & Joan Schapiro 
In memory of my wife Perry Hoffman 
by Bruce Hoffman 
 
SOCIAL ACTION/TZEDAKAH  
In memory of Debbie Schleien  
by Rae Friedman 
 
 

   JANUARY WORSHIP                        FEBRUARY WORSHIP  

Friday, January 3 
VAYIGASH (Gen. 44:18-47:27) 
6:30 PM Pre-Oneg  
7:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 
Saturday, January 4 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical 
Minyan  
 
Friday, January 10 
VAYECHI (Gen. 47:28-50:26) 
5:00 PM Young Family Shabbat (NS) 
6:30 PM Pre-Oneg 
7:00 PM Shabbat Worship 
Installation of Rabbi Leora Frankel 
8:30 PM Special Oneg 
 
Saturday, January 11 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
9:00 AM Shabbat Yoga 
10:30 AM Congregational Worship 
Bat Mitzvah of Emma Lassman 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical 
Minyan 
 
MLK-LT/Strait Gate Exchange 
Friday, January 17 
SHEMOT (Exod. 1:1-6:1) 
5:00 PM K-3 Family Shabbat 
6:30 PM Shabbat Family Style Dinner 
8:00 PM Dignity of Difference/MLK 
LT/Strait Gate Sabbath Exchange 
 
Saturday, January 18 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Congregational Worship 
Bat Mitzvah of Annie Orans 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical 
Minyan  
 
Sunday, January 19 
10:00 AM LT at Strait Gate Church 
 
Friday, January 24 
VA’ERA (Exod. 6:2-9:35) 
6:30 PM Pre-Oneg 
7:00 PM Shabbat Worship 
 
Saturday, January 25 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Congregational Worship 
Bat Mitzvah of Ella Greenfield 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical 
Minyan 
 
Friday, January 31 
BO (Exod. 10:1-13:16) 
6:30 PM Ore-Oneg 
7:00 PM Shabbat Worship 
 
 
 
 
  

Saturday, February 1 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
9:00 AM Shabbat Yoga 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical 
Minyan 
 
Friday, February 7 
BESHALACH (Exod. 13:17-17:16) 
5:00 PM Young Family Shabbat (NS) 
6:30 PM Pre-Oneg 
7:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat 
2020 Israel Families Blessing 
 
Saturday, February 8 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Congregational Worship 
Bat Mitzvah of Hannah Mehler 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical 
Minyan 
 
Friday, February 14 
YITRO (Exod. 18:1-20:23) 
6:30 PM Pre-Oneg 
7:00 PM Shabbat Worship 
 
Saturday, February 15 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical 
Minyan 
 
Friday, February 21 
MISHPATIM (Exod. 21:1-24:18) 
6:30 PM Pre-Oneg 
7:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 
Saturday, February 22 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical 
Minyan 
 
Friday, February 28 
TERUMAH (Exod. 25:1-27:19) 
6:30 PM Shabbat Family Style Dinner 
8:00 PM Shabbat Worship 
Dignity of Difference 
 
Saturday, February 29 
9:00 AM Chevrah Torah 
10:30 AM Congregational Worship 
Bar Mitzvah of Devon Kislin 
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning Musical 
Minyan 
 
 

  
CChheevvrraahh  TToorraahh,,  SSaattuurrddaayyss    

99::0000  aamm  
Gather around the table to study the 

week’s Torah portion, with commentary 
reflecting both contemporary and 

traditional biblical scholars. 
Led by Rabbi Sirkman 

  
SShhaabbbbaatt  AAMM  MMuussiiccaall  MMiinnyyaann  

SSaattuurrddaayyss,,  1100::3300  aamm  
Join Rabbi Frankel in the Axelrod for… 

A short, sweet & musical Shabbat  
A supportive place to say Kaddish in 
community. A chance to life your voice & 
spirit. Led by Rabbi Leora Frankel & 
Erin Binder Kurland, Rabbinic Intern 



Larchmont Temple 
75 Larchmont Avenue 
Larchmont, NY 10538 
914-834-6120 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NONPROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
WHITE PLAINS, NY 
PERMIT NO. 1123 


