
Larchmont Temple—CHEVRAH TORAH, 5781/2020-21 
DISCOVERING OURSELVES…UNDERSTANDING THE OTHER 

Our aim is to explore the many facets of who we are: as a peoplehood, as a diverse spectrum of identities and 
approaches, as a community ever in flux, as individuals in search of life-purpose, as American Jews standing up in 
pursuit of justice, in order to foster awareness of/sensitivity to the other. Acknowledging the dignity of difference, 
we will look at the totality of Jewish life-experience, in our midst and in the world around us, to better understand 
the values we embody: the invisible lines of connection that link us, and the mission we all share to heal our world. 

 

Ha’Azinu…Deuteronomy 32:44-52 
KEY KOSHI:  

HOW do Moses' final moments help him prepare for what is to come? 
HOW do they help us prepare for Yom Kippur to welcome a New Year? 

P’SHAT… 

32:44] Moses came, together with Hosea son of Nun, and 
recited all the words of this poem in the hearing of the 
people. 
45] And when Moses finished reciting all these words to 
all Israel, 46] he said to them: Take to heart all the words 
with which I have warned you this day. Enjoin them upon 
your children, that they may observe faithfully all the 
terms of this Teaching. 47] For this is not a trifling thing 
for you: it is your very life; through it you shall long 
endure on the land that you are to possess upon crossing 
the Jordan. 
48] That very day the Eternal One spoke to Moses: 49] 
Ascend  these heights of Abarim to Mount Nebo, which is 
in the land of Moab facing Jericho, and view the land of 
Canaan, which I am giving the Israelites as their holding. 
50] You shall die on the mountain that you are about to 
ascend, and shall be gathered to your kin, as your brother 
Aaron died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his kin; 
51] for you both broke faith with Me among the Israelite 
people, at the waters of Meribath-kadesh in the 
wilderness of Zin, by failing to uphold My sanctity among 
the Israelite people. 52] You may view the land from a 
distance, but you shall not enter it—the land that I am 
giving to the Israelite people.  
 

ה וַ  44 א ֹמֶׁש֗ ֹ֣ י  ַוָּיב ר ֶאת־ָּכל־ִּדְבֵר֥ ְיַדֵּב֛
ַע  את ְּבָאְזֵנ֣י ָהָע֑ם ֖הּוא ְוהֹוֵׁש֥ ֹ֖ ה־ַהּז ַהִּׁשיָרֽ

ר ֶאת־ָּכל־ 45ִּבן־ֽנּון:  ה ְלַדֵּב֛ ל ֹמֶׁש֔ ַוְיַכ֣
ל:  ֶּלה ֶאל־ָּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ ים ָהֵא֖ אֶמר  46ַהְּדָבִר֥ ֹ֤ ַוּי

ר  ים ֲאֶׁש֧ ל־ַהְּדָבִר֔ ם ְלָכ֨ ימּו ְלַבְבֶכ֔ ֲאֵלֶה֙ם ִׂש֣
ם  יד ָּבֶכ֖ י ֵמִע֥ ֹנִכ֛ ר ְּתַצּוֻ֙ם ֶאת־ָאֽ ַהּ֑יֹום ֲאֶׁש֤

י   ֲעׂ֔שֹות ֶאת־ָּכל־ִּדְבֵר֖ ר ַלֽ ם ִלְׁשֹמ֣ ְּבֵניֶכ֔
את:  ֹֽ ה ַהּז ק הּו֙א   47ַהּתֹוָר֥ ר ֵר֥ א־ָדָב֨ ֹֽ י ל ִּכ֠

יכּו  ֲאִר֤ ה ַּתֽ ר ַהֶּז֗ ם ּוַבָּדָב֣ ם ִּכי־֖הּוא ַחֵּייֶכ֑ ִמֶּכ֔
ים ֶאת־ ְבִר֧ ם ֹעֽ ר ַאֶּת֜ ה ֲאֶׁש֨ ֲאָדָמ֔ ָיִמי֙ם ַעל־ָה֣

ָּמה ְלִרְׁשָּתֽ  ן ָׁש֖ ּה:   פ   [מפטיר] ַהַּיְרֵּד֛
ה  48 ֶצם ַהּ֥יֹום ַהֶּז֖ ה ְּבֶע֛ ר ְיהָֹו֙ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֔ ַוְיַדֵּב֤

ר:  ה ַהר־ 49ֵלאֹמֽ ים ַהֶּז֜ ֲעָבִר֨ ה ֶאל־ַה֩ר ָהֽ ֲעֵל֡
ר ַעל־ְּפֵנ֣י ְיֵר֑חֹו  ב ֲאֶׁש֖ ֶרץ מֹוָא֔ ְנ֗בֹו ֲאֶׁש֙ר ְּבֶא֣
ן ִלְבֵנ֥י   י ֹנֵת֛ ר ֲאִנ֥ ַען ֲאֶׁש֨ ֶרץ ְּכַנ֔ ּוְרֵא֙ה ֶאת־ֶא֣

ֲאחֻ  ל ַלֽ ה: ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ ר ַאָּת֙ה  50ָּזֽ ת ָּבָה֙ר ֲאֶׁש֤ ּוֻמ֗
ת  ֲאֶׁשר־ֵמ֞ י� ַּכֽ ף ֶאל־ַעֶּמ֑ ָאֵס֖ ָּמה ְוֵהֽ ה ָׁש֔ ֹעֶל֣

יו:  ֶסף ֶאל־ַעָּמֽ ר ַוֵּיָא֖ ר ָהָה֔ י֙� ְּבֹה֣ ן ָאִח֨ ֲהֹר֤ ַאֽ
ל  51 י ְּבתֹו֙� ְּבֵנ֣י ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ ם ִּב֗ ר ְמַעְלֶּת֜ ַעל֩ ֲאֶׁש֨

 ֹֽ ר ל ל ֲאֶׁש֤ ן ַע֣ ׁש ִמְדַּבר־ִצ֑ ת ָקֵד֖ י־ְמִריַב֥ א־ְּבֵמֽ
ל:  י ְּב֖תֹו� ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ י  52ִקַּדְׁשֶּת֙ם אֹוִת֔ ִּכ֥

א ָת֔בֹוא  ֹ֣ ָּמ֙ה ל ֶרץ ְוָׁש֨ ה ֶאת־ָהָא֑ ִמֶּנ֖ ֶגד ִּתְרֶא֣
ל:  ן ִלְבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ י ֹנֵת֖ ֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר־ֲאִנ֥  ֶאל־ָהָא֕

 

  



REMEZ… 
V.44 “Moses came together with Hoshea ben Nun in the hearing of the people & recited together all the words of this poem 
TALMUD… It was a Sabbath of two Masters—authority taken from one and bestowed on the other. [Sotah 13b] 

MIDRASH PETIRAT MOSHE… A divine voice went forth to Moses saying, ‘You have but five hours left…’ 
Immediately, Moses cried to Joshua: ‘Come, sit like a king before all Israel.’ Then the two of them 
appeared before all the people as one—and it seemed as if Moses’ face was the sun and Joshua’s face 
was the moon.  And they taught Torah…but whether Moses read and Joshua interpreted, or Joshua read 
and Moses interpreted, there was no distinction between them.  Their words had a single intention. 
RASHI… “Hoshea”…Why use this name?  For this is the name by which he was called when he went out 
to scout out the land; he has not become full of himself, but rather is the same person he always was… 
 
V.46 “Take to heart all these words, and command them to your children, to observe all the terms of this Teaching/Torah 
S’FORNO…At the end of your lives, when you pass on an ethical will to your children, enjoin these 
words as well. 
SIFREI…Moses inasmuch reminds Israel that the teaching of Torah will help Israel live and keep his 
legacy alive. 
V.48-49 “That very day Adonai spoke to Moses: Ascend these heights of Abarim to Mt Nebo… 

and view the land of Canaan which I am giving to the Children of Israel as their inheritance. 
ALSHEKH… Why does God command Moses to climb the mountain in order to die?  For 
Moses will “ascend” even as he dies, unlike ordinary people.  He will conclude his earthly 
existence at the height of his spiritual powers… 
SIFREI…Moses’ death is not an end, but a new beginning, thus it is commanded: “Aleh—Ascend 
this Mountain” 
TARGUM YERUSHALMI…Moses thought this was an ascent like Sinai, after which revelation was 
to follow.  But the Holy One made it clear: You shall die on this mountain. To which Moses cried 
out, pleading to be allowed to enter 
 

V.50 “You shall die on the mountain you are about to ascend, and shall be gathered to your kin, as your brother Aaron…” 
PIRKEI De REBBE ELIEZER… “God rise up from your throne of Judgement and seat Yourself on the 
throne of Mercy so you can grant me life—then may I atone for my sins.  I pray, hand me not over 
to the angel of death. If you grant my prayer, I will declare your praise to all creation, for I do not 
want to die, but live, “and declare the praises of the Lord.”  But God replied: “This is the Gate of the 
Lord; through it the righteous shall enter.”  That is, this is the gate that the righteous must enter 
just like every other creature on earth, for death is decreed for all humankind, no matter how great.                                      

V.51 “For you broke faith with Me among the Children of Israel at the waters of Meribat-Kadesh, failing to uphold My sanctity” 
MIDRASH PETIRAT MOSHE…Moses cried: Lord of all the world!  How often has Israel sinned before 
You, and how often did I implore You to forgive!  Will You not forgive my sin as well?  God replied: 
The punishment that is laid upon the community is not the same as that of an individual, and in this 
case, that individual is you! 

v.52 You may view the Land from a distance, but you shall not enter it—the land that I am giving to the Children of Israel. 
SIFREI  “ki mi-neged tireh et ha-aretz—from a distance you shall see the land”  That is, far off into the future.  For 
the Holy One showed Moses what would transpire in time to come—the glory of israel rebuilt and the 
fall of Israel dependent on foreign kings.  The Holy One revealed to Moses not only the future of Israel, 
but what would become of this world, to the day of Final Judgment.  And just as God showed Huis 
Servant the terrestrial world, so too, the spiritual world unfolding, all the way to Paradise. 
  



DRASH… 
Rabbi LARRY KUSHNER… 

It has always struck me as a lousy deal that, after all they’d been through together, God 
wouldn’t let Moses enter the promised Land.  Sure, he hit the rock twice and smote the 
Egyptian, but everything in the last four books has been Moses leading the Israelites to 
cross the Jordan.  What harm could it do?  In some of the most heartrending midrashim, 
Moses begs for a just a few more days of life.  And even when that is denied, he pleads 
simply to be a bird that could fly over the land and at least view it from the sky.  Again, 
God says no. 

But it wasn’t until I indulged my fantasy that I understood what Moses and we are being 
taught. What if God had acceded to Moses’ request? “Okay Moses, you win. I give you 
permission to enter the Land.” 

“Oh, thank you Lord,” replied Moses.  “For a man 120 years old to splash through the 
Jordan, this indeed is a great gift.  Say, I was wondering too, God, if you might let me 
visit Majorca before I die. I hear it’s supposed to be beautiful this time of year.” 

And then I understood.  God understands all our humanity and says to Moses, and us…             
“Moses, my faithful shepherd, I will bestow on you something even more wonderful 
than visiting yet another new land.  I will take you up on this mountain and let you see 
with new eyes.”      [Five Cities of Refuge, pgs 168-169] 

 

Rabbi MICHAEL MARMUR… 

Yom Kippur is a scandalous day for those who live in the modern world.  It conjures up 
the prospect of death, still a great taboo in our society.  It enjoins healthy and vigorous 
people to step off their treadmills for a moment and listen to the fragile beating of their 
own hearts.   

Many of us find the challenge of the scandal of Yom Kippur too difficult to bear.  As a 
consequence, inventive techniques are developed to help keep the subversive message 
at bay. We busy ourselves with the business of fasting, or revel in the rebellion of 
eating…We obsess on the seating arrangements, or the heating arrangements.  Some 
have other, more subtle methods.  They allow the nostalgia of tunes and prayers mask 
the uncomfortable implications of the day…But when it comes to this day, there are no 
experts.  Each person is exposed as mortal.  Those of us who like to think of themselves 
as significant may be particularly offended by the very thought. 

My own personal version of preparation for Yom Kippur always begins with a sense of 
how limited I am, and how grand I pretend to be.  I try to bring to mind my errors and 
inadequacies, the times when I was angry instead of smart; when I was clever instead of 



genuine.  Whoever is too self-impressed to come to terms with these truths might just 
as well skip forward straight to Sukkot.  Yom Kippur will simply pass them by. 

However macabre it sounds, Yom Kippur is meant to be a near-death experience.  
Confronted with the scandal of my own inevitable demise, this year or next or in 
seventy years’ time, I need to acknowledge my vulnerabilities and my weaknesses. How 
else can I begin to truly live? 

 

 

SOD… 

Rabbi HAROLD KUSHNER…  

My religious experience offers me the assurance that, though my body will one day give 
out, the essential Me will live on, and if I am concerned with immortality of that sort, I 
should pay at least as much attention to my soul as I do to my weight and blood-
pressure.  God cannot redeem me from death, no matter how good a person I am, but 
God redeems me from the fear of death so that I don’t have to clutch frantically at this 
life as if it were all there is. 

God lights my path “through the valley of the shadow of death” by assuring me that the 
words I have spoken and written, the hearts I have touched, the hands I have reached 
out to, the child I will leave behind, will gain me all the immortality I need.  More than 
that, I am assured that even when the last person who ever knew me dies, and the last 
copy of my book has been removed from the library shelves, the essential me will still 
live on in the mind of God, where no act of goodness or kindness is ever forgotten. 
  [Who Needs God, pg 112] 

 


