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A Message from Leadership 
 
 
 
Below is Cheryl Barish Erlick’s President’s speech delivered on Rosh 
Hashanah morning.  
 
Good Morning and L’Shana Tova! 
 
You know, in these times of shocking devastation by flood and 
hurricanes and unrest and uncertainty around the globe, it’s wonderful 
to share some good news.  Because of your generosity during our 
emergency Appeal last year, we ended last year in the black.   We 
reached out to you, and your financial support closed the gap.  You 
showed that TBA is a place that is valued.  Thank you. 
 
When I talk to congregants, I find that generally they begin their 
comments stating how long they have been members at TBA.  I’ve been 
a member for 28 years, I’ve been here for 19 years.  Well, my 
relationship with TBA is a bit shorter than that, but no less meaningful.  
I know what draws me here. TBA provides the context for my Judaism.   
It provides me friendships.  It grants me spirituality.  I could have gone 
anywhere.  I chose Temple Brith Achim.  If I had to describe Temple 
Brith Achim in one word, I would say community. 
 
How do you describe it?  What do you think of when you think of TBA?  
Take this moment to turn to the person next to you and ask them 
“What word do you use to describe Temple Brith Achim?   
 
Our community is a sacred space, here in the sanctuary with the Tree of 
life, our Torah.   
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We are also a community center – Youth group activities, family 
events, speakers, programs, interest groups.  Everyone has a place 
here. 
 
We are a Beit Midrash – a study center – delving into Torah text and 
listening to thought provoking speakers.  A rich tapestry of learning for 
everyone. 
 
We are a worship center – traditional services, Visual tefilla, student-
led worship, Shabbat in the Park.  Many ways to reach out to God.  
 
How can we put a finger on what TBA is to us?  Is it a part of our Jewish 
identity, or what defines our Jewish identity? That’s for you to decide.  
But we do know that it’s not just why we come here.  It’s why we stay 
here. 
 

But can it last? Can any Jewish institution for that matter? I work as a 
Jewish communal professional.  I used to have a sign on my door that 
read “We are Sustaining the Jewish Community”.  It sounded so 
relevant at the time, like a savvy catchphrase.  But now I see that it’s so 
limiting.    
 
We can’t just rely on sustaining.  That means that things stay the same, 
at the same level.  No moving forward, no moving back.  Status quo 
isn’t good enough for us.  We’ve done that.  We need now to dream 
big, to strive for justice, to grow together, to succeed as a thriving 
Jewish community.   
 
To dream big:  Our wish list is our dream for those things we feel are 
important, but are currently out of our reach.   Replacing our gray 
chairs, the entry ramp, and our beloved A/C units, now on their last 
legs. Check out the website, www.brithachim.org, for more information 
and please consider a donation to this list the next time you give. 
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To strive for justice:   Jewish values guide our actions and deeds.  It’s 
time to embrace our “seychel, our pursuit of knowledge and desire to 
leave the world a better place than when we entered it”.  It’s time to 
bring it to the forefront of our TBA life. This year, we will look at Social 
Justice through a Jewish lens.   Rabbi Lazar, Sharon Forman-Toll and the 
Social Action Team are hard at work crafting programs to inspire us, 
and to provide opportunities for us to move the needle in 
understanding and action. More information will be available in future 
newsletters. 
 
To grow together:  TBA works to stay relevant to the times and to our 
congregants.  Leadership is looking at new ways to “be Jewish” and “do 
Jewish”.  Web-based learning is just one way the House of Lifelong 
Jewish Learning is exploring meeting Jews where they are.  How can we 
help you “do Jewish”?  What does that look like to you?  Share our 
community with your friends and family.  Invite someone to Shabbat 
worship or Scholar-in-Residence weekend.  Let us grow together, not 
just in numbers but in connections to each other.  
 
To succeed:  How do we measure success?  In the warmth we feel 
among our TBA family?  In the fun we had at BINGO?  In the closeness 
to God, our family, our colleagues?  We measure success by the value 
you place on TBA in your lives.    
 
We need your hopes and dreams to make TBA a community for 
everyone. And…we need your support. Our budget gap this year is 
$80,000.  That’s the difference between what we budgeted and what 
has been pledged.  With these funds, we will be able to complete the 
directives our community voted on.  Think about the word you used 
earlier to describe how you feel about TBA.  This home is important to 
us. I know that if we work together, as we did last year, we can bridge 
that gap.  As we always do during our Annual Campaign, we are asking 
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you to dig a little deeper and send in your pledge to keep TBA moving 
forward. 
 
We are a Kehillah – a community.   
 
We are a Kehillah Kadosha – a sacred community.   
 
This year, let us commit to each other that the Kehillah of TBA has value 
and meaning.  And that we are better together than we are apart.  
 
As we reflect, renew, and rejuvenate this High Holiday season,  
 
May you have enough happiness to keep you sweet.   
Enough trials to keep you strong 
Enough success to keep you eager 
Enough faith to give you courage 
Enough determination to make each day a good day. 
 
L’Shana Tovah from my family to yours. 
 
 
 
 


