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From Rabbi Sarah’s Desk 

I’m pleased to announce 
that Temple Beth Shalom 
has been awarded a grant 
for a project called, 
“Shalom Baby.”  The 
program will be offered in 
Northern Westchester & 
South Putnam Counties to 

welcome parents and their newborn or 
newly adopted child into the community. 
It’s a wonderful way for parents to meet 
other Jewish or interfaith families, make 
friends, and find support during this special 
time in their lives.  If you know of any 
families who fit the criteria to receive a 
Welcome Bag and be part of the program, 
please let me know!  Shalom Baby is a 
coordinated effort between Temple Beth 
Shalom and Temple Beth Am in Yorktown 
and is being offered through the generosity 
of UJA-Federation of New York’s 
Westchester Program Services Cabinet.  I 
owe an enormous debt of gratitude to 
Rachel Jurisz-Singh who did the lion’s 
share of the work to apply for the grant.  
Please keep your eyes out for more 
information about Shalom Baby.   
 
Additionally, I recently learned that I am 
one of 20 rabbis to be accepted into the 
Clergy Leadership Incubator (CLI), a two-
year fellowship to support and encourage 
rabbis in organizational leadership, change 
management and institutional 
transformation.  
 
The program focus of CLI is on visionary 
leadership and innovative practice. CLI’s 
partnership with Cambridge Leadership 
Associates allows CLI Fellows to access 
some of the leading trainers in the discipline 
of adaptive leadership which is offered 
through executive leadership programs at 
Harvard University. A strong premium is 
put on fostering an entrepreneurial spirit in 
order to establish spiritual communities that 
can be compelling to 21st century Jews. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for me and 
will be the perfect complement to the 
Strategic Planning Process that is currently 
underway at TBS. 

 
And now for some Torah!  Shavuot, which 
this year begins on Tuesday evening May 
30th and continues through Thursday June 
1st, is one of my favorite holidays.  No, it’s 
not simply because I like cheesecake, 
blintzes, and ice cream, the traditional foods 
eaten on this holiday (although they 
certainly could be reason enough).  Rather, 
the themes and theology associated with 
Shavuot delight me.  On Shavuot, we 
commemorate, celebrate, and reenact the 
revelation at Mt. Sinai.  We call this 
festival, “Z’man matan Torateinu/The time 
of the giving of our Torah,” and on Shavuot 
we engage deeply with Torah and with our 
people’s unique covenantal relationship 
with God.  
 
Shavuot occurs 50 days after Passover.  On 
Passover, we celebrate the Jewish people’s 
liberation from slavery.  Pesach is the 
holiday of freedom—freedom from control, 
freedom from oppression, freedom from 
restraint.  And yet, as Nobel Prize Author 
Andre Gide wrote, “To know how to free 
oneself is nothing; the arduous thing is to 
know what to do with one's freedom.”  
Shavuot comes seven weeks after Passover 
to teach us what to do with our freedom. 
 
What is true freedom?  One may be free to 
do whatever he or she pleases, but often that 
simply means elevating the ego and 
personal whims.  I can be free to eat junk 
food for dinner, to behave selfishly, to lie, 
to cheat, or to steal.  But what sort of 
freedom is that?  Further, if I am free to 
steal, you are not free to own.  Exercising 
personal freedom in this way by necessity 
limits the freedom of others.  And so, 
Shavuot completes our liberation by 
providing us with a framework to use our 
freedom to do something meaningful--to 
live lives of depth, commitment, and 
fulfillment within the context of sacred 
community.  The Torah provides us with a 
social contract, between ourselves and 
others and between ourselves and God.   
 
Rabbi Meir Alter of Ger, a Hasidic rebbe 
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A Message from our President 

“ Old man, look at my life 

Twenty –four and there’s so 
much more 

Live alone in a paradise 

That makes me think of two.” 

                                                         
Neil Young 

Ah, to be young and strong and fresh and full of 
passion and zest for living. To see the world through 
only one set of eyes and to live day to day only to 
serve one’s own needs wants and desires. To live and 
breathe without trepidation that illness or 
consequence will befall you. To be 24 years old, 
hoisted by a college degree, enamored by a first real 
pay check, dizzy from the dating scene.  

And then, in a blink of an eye, that which we all 
know to be true, that a baby changes everything, 
turns your life upside down and 360 degrees around. 

Here at Temple Beth Shalom we revere families and 
children. And rightfully and respectfully so! It is a 
monumental task to raise a family…to educate and 
impart knowledge and tradition and life learning 
experiences to children while at the same time trying 
to keep pristine that feeling of one’s 24 year- old 
paradise. 

TBS provides platforms for instilling the culture and 
scripture of Judaism and the greater world for our 
community children by way of Tot Shabbat, 
Religious School, Bar and Bat Mitzvah learning, 
Youth Programming and a multitude of other events 
geared toward our young and young adults. 

What about the ‘Old Man”? What of the Grandpa 
that is 24 years young at heart. What about the gym 
rat Grandma who practices yoga three times a week 
and 20 hours a week of volunteer time together with 
just short of full time grandchild babysitting? What 
of the retiree who still yearns for something 
meaningful to do in order to retain self-respect and a 
real sense of accomplishment? 

It is critical to note that not too long ago, turning 
sixty years old was a very short ‘hop-skip-jump’ to 
mandatory retirement and quite possibly an early 
demise. Today, our 60 year-old newbie’s are still 
playing bass in rock n roll bands; running marathons, 
starting new families or getting start-up companies 
off the ground. Being a “senior” in 2017 means one 
still has a quarter of a century or more to experience 
life full throttle…probably not with 24 year-old eyes, 
but perhaps with a brand new knee or hip and 
certainly with a soul and spirit that is as deep and 
robust as the ‘kinder’. 

It’s not easy to live a “young” life when you’re a 
senior. There are societal expectations and there are 

asked, “Why is the festival of Shavuot called ‘the 
time of the giving of our Torah’ and not ‘the time 
of the receiving of our Torah’?  Because the giving 
of the Torah happened at one specified time, but 
the receiving of the Torah happens at every time 
and in every generation.”  Shavuot celebrates an 
encounter with God, one that took place thousands 
of years ago on Mt. Sinai, but which is a model for 
us to encounter the Divine in our daily lives as 
well. 
On this festival of Shavuot, how will you engage 
with Torah and Jewish tradition?  What are the 
ways that you encounter God in your daily life?  
What can you do to enhance and expand those 
points of contact?  What does a mature religious 
and spiritual life look like to you?  Are their steps 

that you need to take to move to that deeper and 
more fulfilling place?   
May this Shavuot be a time for you to reflect and 
recommit yourself to a deep and satisfying Jewish 
life, one infused with sanctity and holiness. 

 

B’shalom, 

 

 

 

Rabbi Sarah 
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protocols to be adhered to. You shouldn’t be doing 
that or you’re too old to try that or you need to act 
your age. The typical response is that because a 
senior may look ‘old’ or may appear to be quiet and/
or distant, translated as ‘anti social’ they should be 
left alone, as if it would be an imposition to approach 
them and ask them if they would care to join in or 
offer their own opinion. 

In the light of the forgoing, I am proud to relate to 
you what happened on Saturday evening April 1st 
here at Temple Beth Shalom. 

Stephen and Phyllis Nadelhaft took the bold and 
courageous step to single handedly sponsor and run 
an event at TBS. Trivia Night brought together 24 
people from both our Temple community as well as 
the mother and aunt of one of our newer member’s. 
Though the presence of Rabbi Sarah and her guest 
skewed the age average it still fell above the 60  
year-old threshold.  

For those of you who may not know Steve, he is 
quite the character and he was in top form as MC for 
the night’s festivities. Steve had worked very hard to 
develop and create all of the categories and questions 
together with sound bites, songs and clips available 
at his finger- tips by way of his laptop. Phyllis 
dutifully kept digital score and played well as Steve’s 
straight-woman. 

Now, if truth be told, Steve lost control of the 
participants more than a few times during the 
evening but that was only because everyone was just 
having a relaxed good ‘old’ time, joking and 
laughing and kibitzing and ribbing each other and 
Steve. Sometimes, the best-laid plans are best left to 
the natural spontaneity of life.  

I, for one, believe that Steve and Phyllis provided an 
opportunity where everyone present felt safe and 

comfortable. It was a gathering that, for whatever the 
reason, made people feel empowered, to let down 
their guard and simply have a genuine good laugh.   

The epitome of the evening was when I turned to the 
group of players at the table adjacent to mine and I 
saw Robin Zencheck smiling ear to ear and laughing 
to her hearts content. If any one should know a good 
time, a double heart transplant recipient with a 
kidney transplant thrown in for good measure 
should! 

Being in a leadership position here at TBS, I am 
often in discussion with other lay leaders about 
temple demographics. In recent years we have 
concerned ourselves primarily with making sure that 
our temple community remained young, family 
oriented and child vibrant. The conversation always 
seemed to hinge on the concern that we may be top 
heavy with empty nesters and senior congregants. 

It has surely been a blessing that in the past 18 
months more than a dozen new young couples and 
their children have chosen to share their Jewish 
experience and journey with Temple Beth Shalom. 
The fact is that our newest families together with our 
family’s with Bar and Bat Mitzvah age children 
make up half of our community.  

Yet, were we to add to the equation the over 55 years 
old, athletically fit, young at heart, lover’s of tofu, 
supporters of a greener America, bicycle riding trail 
blazers, world traveling jet setters, Broadway 
attendees, lake kayakers, fully employed,  active 
members of our synagogue family, then we actually 
have a community where over 90 % look at life and 
say “ there’s so much more”. 

Temple Beth Shalom is our paradise. When you are 
so moved to think of two, reach out to someone 
young at heart and smile…laugh…and realize that 

A Message from our President (continued) 
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It’s May, it’s May, the merry 
month of May! The weather is 
warm. The sky is blue and sun is 
shining. My crocuses and tulips are 
blooming in a profusion of lovely 
colors of purple, yellow, white, 
pink, and red.  The grass is 
growing.  The leaves are budding 
on the tree branches.  The birds are 

tweeting and building their nests.  My winter clothes 
have been packed away and replaced with warm 
weather attire.  Ice skates, skis, and sleds are stored 
away.  It’s time for baseball, soccer, bike rides, and 
long walks on the bike path.  As the famous poet 
Robert Browning said, “G-d is in his heaven, all’s 
right with the world.”    

When I look back at the past year at Temple Beth 
Shalom, I am amazed at the myriad of events, 
celebrations, and holidays we’ve enjoyed 
together.  But the year is not over, and we have 
planned many exciting and interesting things 
over   the next few months - so mark your 
calendars.                                                                      
 
The Men’s Club will be holding a School Budget 
Breakfast with many of our local School 
Superintendents on May 8th at 9:30AM.  
 
The Moving -Up Ceremony for Kitah Gan Alef Bet 
will be on May 7th at11:30AM.                                     
 
Kitah Zayin will celebrate their Stepping Up 
ceremony on May 21st.                                       
 
The Sisterhood is hopes to visit to the Buddhist 
Monastery in Kent on May 21st.                                
 
There will be a Shavuot evening event on Tuesday, 
May 30th at 7:30PM.  Rabbi Sarah will be talking 
about a “hot topic” and refreshments will be served.    
 

The Men’s Club will honor graduates at 
a  Celebration on Friday night  June 9th.              
 
The Israeli Scouts will be returning to Temple Beth 
Shalom.  They will arrive on Wednesday, June 14th 
and will leave on Saturday June 16th.  The Scouts will 
be performing at Temple Beth Shalom on Friday, 
June 16th.  There will be a dinner at 6PM, a 
performance at 7PM, and a Family Service at 
8PM.  Many, many thanks to Jenn Lomas and 
Kjersten Lazar for all their hard work in arranging for 
the Scouts 2017 visit.  They did an outstanding job!!! 
Bravo Jenn and Kjersten!!!! 

We are planning a Temple Beth Shalom picnic at 
Sycamore Park on Sunday,   July 30th.  Plan on 
joining us for a fun-filled afternoon of delicious food, 
games, and wonderful people.  Stay tuned for further 
details. 

The Programming Committee will be working with 
Rabbi Sarah, the Ritual Committee, the Religious 
School, Sisterhood, and Men’s Club over the summer 
to create a year of exciting and interesting events, 
programs, and celebrations for 2017-2018.  Your 
ideas and suggestions are important to all of 
us.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me with 
something you’d like us to put in next 
Year’s  calendar. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank my fabulous 
Programming Committee members for all their hard 
work, help, and support during the year.  They are a 
remarkable group of people who work tirelessly 
behind the scenes to make sure everything runs 
smoothly.   Kudos to you all!  You are the best!!!! 

Enjoy the spring! Have a fantastic summer! 

Best regards, 

Wendy  

Programming Previews By Wendy Greenberg 
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From the Men’s Club 

It appears that spring has sprung and 

maybe it is a coincidence but tonight as I 

write this article, it is the first Seder. I 

hope that everyone had an enjoyable 

Passover. 

On Thursday, March 30th 2017, we had 

our forum on anti-Semitism. Our panel 

included (in alphabetical order) Carmel 

Police Chief Michael Cazzari, Somers Councilmen 

Anthony Cirieco, Councilman Frank Lombardi, 

representing State Senator Terrance Murphy, Major 

Rober Nuzzo, commander of Troop K of the State 

Police, Putnam County Judge James Reitz, Mahopac 

High School teacher Dan Ricci, Rabbi Sarah, Carmel 

Town Supervisor Ken Schmitz, Putnam County 

Sheriff Don Smith, Susan Spear representing Us 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand and Putnam County 

District Attorney Bob Tendy. They discussed the 

current situation including he fact that there were 26 

incidents in New York State this past January and 

February.  I have attached the article from the 

Mahopac News dated April 6, 2017 which describes 

in detail the comments and questions from the forum.  

Our audience included over 50 people and college 

student (Brown University), Daniel Kushner, son of 

Robin and Michael Kushner. Daniel told us about his 

experiences in both college and Somers High School. 

We have received letters of support from Putnam 

County Executive MaryEllen O’Dell, the Carmel 

Town Board and the Somers Town Board. 

Our next event will be on Sunday, May 7, 2017 at 

9:30am when we will sponsor our annual meeting 

with the local school Superintendents from Mahopac, 

Carmel, Putnam Valley, Somers, and Yorktown. 

Please make every effort to attend this breakfast so 

you can be an informed voter for the school vote on 

Tuesday, May 16 2017. 

Our final even fo the 2016-2017 Temple year will be 

our annual celebration of our Temple Family 

Graduates on Friday, June 92017 at 8:00pm. 

Shalom, 

Joel 

 

Officials look to stamp out anti-Semitism before it begins  

Panel discussion targets national rise in hate crimes 

Article from Mahopac News (reprinted with permission) 

By Bob Dumas, Editor 

Between Jan.18 and Feb. 20, there were 176 incidents 
of anti-Semitism in the United States, ranging from 
vandalism and graveyard desecrations, to bomb 
threats at Jewish Community Centers. Twenty-eight 
of them were in New York State. While none of those 
crimes took place in Mahopac or its neighboring 
municipalities, community leaders are being 
proactive to make sure such hate crimes stay clear of 
Putnam County, which is considered one of the safest 
counties in the state by the Division of Criminal 
Justice Services. On Thursday, March 30, elected 
officials from the local, state and federal levels got 
together with law enforcement officials, clergy and 
educators for an anti-Semitism forum at Temple Beth 
Shalom in Mahopac to discuss the phenomenon and 

how to keep it from coming here. Th e reoccurring 
theme throughout the evening was community 
unity—communicating and working together on a 
united front to raise awareness— starting at home and 
then in the classroom, as well as in churches and 
synagogues and civic organizations. “Education is the 
second most important thing; home is the first,” said 
Major Robert Nuzzo, commander of Troop K for the 
state police. “It has to be stressed at home; kids have 
to see it from their parents.” Dan Ricci, a Mahopac 
High School teacher and the Putnam Valley town 
historian, said instilling a sense of tolerance in 
students and stamping out bigotry before it begins is 
something teachers in the Mahopac School District 
take seriously. “It can’t be tolerated and there is no 
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compromise,” he said.  For teachers, on our end, it has 
to be pre-emptive. We teach it in the classroom and it 
is imperative for the kids to understand not to 
prejudge. I think most of the kids in this community 
are smart enough that they wouldn’t be drawn into 
that ideology. But I still continue to try and drive that 
point home. “The love of community is one of the 
things that is stronger than some of those elements out 
there,” he added. “It’s great to be here with this 
common mission in mind and standing together 
against whatever influences are out there.” Putnam 
County Judge James Reitz said one of the reasons the 
area hasn’t been victimized by such attacks is because 
of the cooperation between government, police, 
community leaders and the schools. He said they all 
work together. “I think that is what we are doing here 
tonight,” he said. “We really work together to solve 
problems,” Reitz said. “But the thing that has changed 
the most is that our kids are growing up so much 
quicker and get exposed to things that before they 
would never have.” 

Sheriff Don Smith agreed, saying that local law 
enforcement cooperates to prevent and investigate 
hate crimes, from the state police to his office to the 
Carmel police. Carmel Police Chief Mike Cazzari and 
Supervisor Ken Schmitt, a former Carmel police 
officer, were part of the panel. “We are all in this 
together; anti-Semitism should not be tolerated,” 
Smith said. “We are truly blessed with great law 
enforcement and we all work together. We are here to 
help.” Smith also emphasized the important roles the 
schools and civic organization play. “It’s bigger than 
law enforcement. It’s also about the schools,” he said. 
“Putnam County has great schools; it’s one of the 
reasons why people move here. We have great service 
organizations: the Rotary, Elks, Lions, you can go on 
and on. And this county is a very giving place with 
things like the heart walks and fundraisers for cancer; 
there is a lot of love in Putnam County. Putnam 
County is not perfect, but I believe it’s a very magical 
place.” Putnam County District Attorney Bob Tendy 
said that he and his staff go through training to 
prepare for hate crime investigations and 
prosecutions. “Everyone on my staff has to take 
training on hate-crime prosecution. I just finished my 
training in January,” he said. “If there is anything 
going on that you think may be a hate crime or anti-
Semitism, call us. It is something we are constantly 
aware of. It’s not like we think, well, there hasn’t 

been any murders in Putnam County in a while so we 
don’t worry about it.  We are always aware of it; we 
take refresher courses all the time.” Tendy said his 
background  makes him especially aware of the 
impact hate crimes can have on a community. “I 
prosecuted hate crimes when I was a prosecutor in 
Manhattan. And I have defended people accused of 
hate crimes when I was a defense attorney,” he said. 
“Some of [the perpetrators] are  

confused; some are misguided; some of them are 
genuinely evil; some are sick. But we all take it 
personally. This is something that affects our 
community not just as religious people, but also as 
Americans.” Rabbi Sarah Freidson of Temple Beth 
Shalom recalled how vandalism at a local Jewish 
cemetery affected her when she was first starting out. 
“My first congregation was in Rochester, N.Y. I used 
to go to Stone Road cemetery up there, which was 
desecrated last month,” she told the crowd. 
“Gravestones were turned over and it was not the first 
time that cemetery was attacked. “In Judaism, [burial] 
is considered one of the highest acts of care we can do 
for someone and when I think about that sacred place 
being desecrated, it hits me in the gut.” Tendy, who 
married a Jewish woman, said, he too, takes such acts 
personally. “When I encounter it, it hurts,” he said. 
“My daughter considers herself Jewish and it hurts. I 
am very concerned with what is going on in the world 
today. The chatter has changed, maybe because there 
are so many computers; maybe the media makes it 
bigger, I’m not sure. But I am hearing a lot of anti-
Semitism in the world. And if you understand history, 
that should scare the hell out of  you because it’s not 
in the shadows.  It’s right out there.” Freidson agreed, 
noting that while acts of anti-Semitism have yet to 
creep into Putnam, it can take on more subtle forms 
that people need to be on guard for “Luckily, anti-
Semitism hasn’t touched us here the way it has in 
some other places, yet it seems that culturally there 
has been an acceptance of saying hurtful things to 
each other,” she said. “I am not only talking about 
anti-Semitism but name-calling and bigotry and hate 
speech. It seems more acceptable in the Internet Age, 
hiding behind technology. It’s not acceptable and it 
makes us vulnerable.” Somers Councilman Anthony 
Cirieco attended the forum to show that Mahopac’s 
Westchester neighbor to the south stood in solidarity 
with the town and Putnam County. “I thought it was 
important for us to come; we take this very seriously,” 

Continuation of Mahopac News Article 
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he said. “Th is is an important issue to us in Somers. 
Our schools and our town have a lot of programs 
about tolerance. I can’t explain the dark side of this 
human condition, but it is important we get together 
and we all push back. And I think that is why we are 
all here.  We are here to work with you and show our 
support.” Cirieco agreed with the other panelists that 
schools, police and government working in unison is 
the way to conquer the problem. “As a policy maker, 
this has to be a coordinated response between 
education, law enforcement and legislation,” he said. 
“Th is is Old Testament stuff  and it’s not to be 
dismissed. It takes a full-court press to put sunlight 
on this issue.” Susan Spear, who was representing 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, said the senator was deeply 
concerned with the rise in anti-Semitism and hate 
crimes over the past few months and cautioned 
Putnam County not to relax just because it hasn’t 
been victimized yet. “Th e senator is deeply disturbed 
by the growing number of incidences that have been 
occurring recently—from a Jewish cemetery 
desecrated close to here in Orange County to bomb 
threats at JCCs as close as Westchester to swastikas 
painted in public places,” she said. “Th e senator is 
trying to build the resources you need to protect 

yourself. She appreciates that the leaders of all faiths 
have come together to condemn these acts. It has 
been very inspiring.” Panelists said that one way to 
defeat such crimes is to be aware and report anything 
out of the ordinary they might see. Nuzzo said people 
shouldn’t be afraid to call the police, even if they are 
unsure or afraid. “If you think it warrants police 
attention, call. I rather the public call 100 times for 
nothing than the one time they don’t call and it’s a 
crime,” he said. “If there is something you think is 
suspicious or you think is not right, call and we will 
investigate. We have people who are trained 
specifically for this.”  Ricco agreed that it was 
important for the community to be proactive, but said 
he believes forums such as the one last Thursday are 
all part of the arsenal that can be used to defeat anti-
Semitism and hate crimes in general. “We don’t want 
to leave ourselves open to the idea that it could work 
its way into the community,” he said. “I think we are 
moving in the right direction.” “Part of it is getting 
involved,” agreed Carmel Councilman Frank 
Lombardi, who was representing state Sen. Terrence 
Murphy. “Religion is not something that should 
divide us. Get involved; let’s do things together.” 

Continuation of Mahopac News Article 

Ritual News By Eddie Lapa 

Shalom 

I can't believe  that it's time for the late 

spring/summer issue of Temple 

Times!!!Of course as I'm trying to 

write I'm also preparing the house for 

Pesach.  I hope everybody had a  

wonderful Passover filled with lot's of good food, 

family and friends. 

I would like to take this opportunity to Thank  

everyone on the Ritual Committee for all their hard 

work. In no particular order Lynn, Jeff, Bernice,  

Marilyn, Alicia, Alen, Matt, Ari, Abby, Joel, Gail and 

last but certainly not least Rabbi Sarah. 

Coming up in the schedule at the end of May we have 

the Holiday of Shavuot. Join us on Tuesday May 30 

for an ice cream social and study session as we  

celebrate G-d giving the Torah to Moses and the  

Jewish people at Mt Sinai. The Ten Commandments 

is also read.  

I also want to wish a Hearty Mazel Tov to all our May 

B'nai Mitzvot children and their families: Sarah 

Schectman, Rebekah Lazar, Scott Dancygier and  

Jillian Cohen.  

Please look at and participate in all the events that are 

lined up from now until theend of the summer.  

Constant contacts will be coming out about them. 

I wish everyone a safe and healthy Spring/Summer !!! 

My Best to all.  

Eddie   
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Bat Mitzvah—Sarah Shectman 

Rebekah Lazar 
Rivkah bat Shmuel Chaim vih Kefira  
May 13, 2017 

Rebekah is a seventh grader at Mahopac 
Middle School and has been on the High 
Honor Roll since the 1st quarter of last 
year. She is also in the accelerated Math 

program. She participates in Student  
Government and was selected as the “CARE” student 
of the month. “CARE” is a program in Mahopac  
Middle School that recognizes a student’s efforts that 
went above and beyond to help all students of the 

school. Rebekah works hard in school and is very 
conscientious. 

Rebekah loves sports, dance and drama.  She has been 
playing soccer for Mahopac since she was in  
kindergarten.  She has been on the travel soccer team, 
the Force, since 3rd grade.  She also plays in a boys 
soccer league with Players Eye in the summer and 
winter months.  She joined the Field Hockey team last 
fall and was asked to participate in their Futures team.  
She is looking forward to playing again this fall.   
 
Rebekah also loves to dance and has taken classes at 

Bat Mitzvah—Rebekah Lazar 

Sarah Shectman 

May 6, 2017 
 
Sarah is a seventh grader at Mahopac 
Middle school. She has been on high 
honor roll every quarter since she  
began middle school and she is in  
accelerated Math. Sarah part of the 
Wingman Program and it is a program 
training every students to become 

leaders. Only a hand full of students have been chosen 
by who the school feels shows these qualities. 

Sarah has been dancing since she was two years old 
and has been honored two times to be on the USA 
Tap Team. Her trio won the gold medal in 2014. She 
is going this coming year again. She does tap, jazz, 
lyrical, hip hop and ballet at Seven Stars School of 
Performing Arts. Sarah also enjoys acting and sing-
ing. Last year, she was Small Alice in Mahopac  
Middle School play Alice and Wonderland Jr. Sarah 
will be playing Peter Pan in Seven Stars Peter Pan Jr. 
one week after her Bat Mitzvah. 

Sarah has had the opportunity to be on USA Tap 
Team and she has traveled to Riesa, Germany two 
times and been to Florida and other local vacations 
through the years. 

Sarah has two pet cats Princess and Midnight and  
although she is allergic to them, she can't imagine her 

life without them. 

Sarah has an older brother named Jared. Although 
there are moments she doesn't want him around, he is 
someone she is truly proud to call her brother. It has 
been nice that they have the love of singing and acting 
together and they can support and help each other. 

Sarah is someone we are obviously proud of not just 
for her accomplishments but for the person she is. She 
is caring, empathic, determined, ,and humorous  
person. Sky's the limit in what she can achieve. 

Sarah's Mitzvah Project is called Dance for a Cause. 
Sarah decided since dance is such an important part of 
her life. She wanted to give children who have a love 
of dance an opportunity to do what she does.  
Unfortunately, there are children out therethat without 
the support of other can't do what she does. Sarah had 
a Dance a thon at Seven Stars School of Performing 
Arts and raised $600 and still continuing to raise  
money. She is hoping to reach $1000. She has also 
collected dancewear and dance shoes. She is excited 
to continue her Dance for Cause an Kids for Kids next 
weekend a Dance Organization that children in need. 

This summer Sarah will continue to build on her 
dance technique working with amazing and famous 
tap teachers at American Tap Dance Foundation at 
one week intensive. 

Sarah will be celebrating with family and friends at 
Hilltop Manor in Mahopac, NY on May 6, 2017. 
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Seven Stars since she was in kindergarten with her 
sister, Monika.  She loves ballet and tap and this year 
she is learning break dancing.  Drama is also very  
important to Rebekah.  She has been in every school 
play since Kindergarten.  She has played everything 
from Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz to Annie and even 
got the opportunity to direct the recent Purim Play at 
the Temple. Her love of the stage and sports has 
brought her to Fulmar Road Elementary school twice 
a week since she graduated.  She volunteers to assist 
the teachers every week after school with Multi 
Sports and Fun Time Theatre.  

Rebekah loves to play with “Bella”, the family’s 7-
year-old mixed lab that they adopted from a shelter 
that saved Bella’s mother from an abusive farmer. 

She loves spending time with her family on their boat 
and no matter where they travel, she just loves  
spending time with them.  Rebekah has a 10-year-old 
sister, Monika.  She adores spending time with  
Monika, baking, hiking, swimming, and just about 

anything else they can do together. 

Rebekah loves to bake and has a very big sweet 
tooth!! She loves to bake from scratch and enjoys 
mixing and creating new treats for everyone. 

Rebekah’s Bat Mitzvah project is to collect books for 
the local Women’s Resource Center and is looking 
forward to volunteering her time to help the women 
at the shelter.  She is also planning to donate 10% of 
what she collects from her Bat Mitzvah gifts to the 
“Room to Read” charity which promotes gender 
equality thru education in underprivileged areas to 
help young women get to, and stay in college for a 
better future. 

Rebekah is interested in following her dream to help 
others to create a better lifestyle and future for  
themselves.  She is interested in either becoming an 
educator, lawyer, or financial advisor.  Any career 
that helps others is what Rebekah sees herself for the 
future.  She has had so many influential people in her 
life and hopes to be one for someone else. 

Bat Mitzvah—Rebekah Lazar (continued) 

Scott Dancygier 
Hillel ben Benjamin and Hanna 
May 20, 2017 
 
Scott is looking forward to his Bar  
Mitzvah.  He has been working very 
hard, preparing for the big day.  He is 
presently a seventh grader at Mahopac 

Middle School.  He is a high honor roll student and 
his favorite subject is Math.  He plays the baritone 
horn and piano.  He has managed to memorize all his 
pieces for the piano for his Guild auditions in April 
and the NYSSMA Musicianship festival in May.  He 
is a conscientious and hard-working student, who 
always gives his best effort. 
 
Swimming is Scott’s sport, and he works hard at 
it.  He has been swimming competitively starting at 
the age of 7.  His favorite strokes are the freestyle 
and breaststroke.  He is a member of the Saw Mill 
Club Storm Aquatics team, with his older sister,  
Emily.  They both don’t always get along, but they 
both know how to have fun and make each other 

laugh.  They will always argue over whose turn it is 
to sleep with Rolle, their cute pug.  They both  
complain how Rolle snores and hogs their beds, but 
will fight for their turn to snuggle with him for the 
night.   
 
Scott loves to travel, and has visited many places  
including Disney World, Mexico, St. John USVI, 
The Grand Canyon, Bahamas, and Hawaii.  His  
favorite place is Hawaii.  Scott loves the papaya with 
lime, mangoes and pineapples there.  Scott is a  
tropical fruit aficionado.  He loved going to the  
farmers’ markets in Kauai and trying new fruits.  He 
loved trying the fresh longan, star fruit, dragon fruit, 
and lychee. The strawberry papaya was his favorite. 
His favorite island was the big island, Hawaii.  He 
loves shaved ice and his favorite flavor is a lava flow 
with a snow cap and lychee ice cream at Scandies in 
Kona.  He loves the beach and relaxing by any pool 
on vacation.   
 
Scott is a big NY Mets fan along with his dad.  He 
was lucky to go see them in the World Series in 

Bar Mitzvah—Scott Dancygier 
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2015.  He got to tailgate before the games and hang 
out with all the fans.  They even made it onto the 
ESPN website!  He loves the NY Knicks and NY Jets 
as well, and going to games with his dad.  One of his 
favorite hobbies is to share fantasy sports teams in 
football and baseball.  During football season, he will 
try to watch every game  if he has a player  
playing.  He closely follows the teams’ stats, and 
plots moves and trades of players throughout the  
season.  He’s looking forward to managing his own 
fantasy baseball team this year. 
 
Scott loves to eat and try new foods.  He loves  
Korean BBQ, ramen, dim sum, chicken tikka marsala, 
pho, Mexican food, and his mom’s brisket.  He is 
looking forward to visiting Italy this summer with his 
family, and eating his way through the country,  nom 

nom nom! 
 
The charity Scott decided to become involved with is 
a charity called Sparrow’s Nest. Sparrow’s Nest is a 
local organization in the Hudson Valley of New York 
which provides home cooked meals, back-to-school 
supplies and holiday gifts for families who are  
battling cancer.  He collected specific toiletry  
products (fragrance free lotions, lip balms, hand  
sanitizers and hard sugar free candies) which will be 
distributed to people being treated for cancer at the 
Dyson Center for cancer care.  He is also fundraising 
donations from local individuals and businesses by 
challenging himself to a 1 hour swim-a-thon;  
something he realizes he is very fortunate that he has 
the health and ability to do.  Donations can be made 
in Scott’s honor at www.sparrowsnestcharity.org/

Bar Mitzvah—Scott Dancygier (continued) 

Bat Mitzvah—Jillian Cohen 

Jillian Cohen May 27, 2017  

  

 Jillian Cohen ( Yaakova Iliana) is cur-
rently a seventh grader at Lakeland 
Cooper Beech middle school. She is 
very active in FBLA (Future Business 
leaders of America) where she is the 

on the board as the activities director. She recently 
won an award for all her FBLA knowledge. She is 
also very active in helping her teachers in the morn-
ing.  

 Jillian spends her free time going to Club fit. She 
works out with her mom or helps her former swim 
coach help teach her lessons to younger children.   

 Every summer for the past 6 years Jillian has packed 
up her stuff and attends Camp Iroquois Springs in 
Rock Hill, NY. She loves swimming, arts and crafts 
and spends time with her bunk mates. She is very ex-
cited to be a senior camper for the first time this year 
and attend the senior trip.  

 After she comes home from camp we take an annual 

trip somewhere along the east coast. For the past  
summers, she has been anywhere from Maine to 
South Carolina. Last summer we went to Canada and 
came back into the United States through Michigan.   

 Jillian is big sister to twin brothers, Harrison and 
Zacchary who will be turning 10. They love to play 
outside, play school and have sleepovers in their  
sister’s room.  

 Jillian hopes to become a teacher one day. She feels 
that she has so much to offer to the youth when she 
gets older.  

 For her Bat Mitzvah project. Jillian is selling  
bracelets to help raise money and awareness for ALS. 
She has been selling them to friends and family and is 
even hosting a bake sale at the upcoming FBLA tag 
sale on April 22.   

 Jillian plans to keep attending services after her Bat 
mitzvah and plans to join TBS teens.  

 After her service, Jillian will be celebrating with her 
friends and family at Putnam National Golf Course.   

http://www.sparrowsnestcharity.org/donate
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Religious School News By Libby Spitzer 

Time certainly flies when you are 
having fun.  Here at Temple Beth 
Shalom, learning IS fun! The  
students participate in Jewish  
experiences throughout the year 
which deepens their  
understanding and retention as 
well as their joy in being  
Jewish.  Students sing, pray, act, 
write, bake, create and design 

art.  Don’t you wish this was your old “Hebrew 
school”?  Luckily, things are changing in Jewish  
supplementary schools.   
 
A recent article in ejewishphilantrophy addresses this 
wonderful transformation in part- time Jewish  
education.  You might wonder what has changed.  
Experiential and interactive activities that provide time 
for reflection better prepares learners for a lifetime of 
engagement in Jewish life. In addition, this learning is 
led by well trained educators who are better supported 
by their synagogue community. Parental and family 
involvement in Jewish learning is inspirational to  
students and the synagogue community.   
 
Still, there are challenges today. Time is a big issue as 
the days and hours of religious school are less than 
they were in the past. This lack of time lessens the 
amount of learning and interaction with students. 

Schools also do not have the financial resources to 
compensate and train educators.  Lastly, there is the 
memory of the old “Hebrew school” that needs to be 
re-branded to reflect the positive changes happening in 
synagogue schools today.   
 
At Temple Beth Shalom, our faculty is highly trained 
and dedicated to help instill a positive Jewish identity 
in our students.  Parents and their children had the  
opportunity to learn and experience Jewish life  
together at our highly successful family programs this 
year, and more are planned. Our Purim Carnival,  
Purim Shpiel, and Megillah Reading are fine examples 
of our community coming together to create  
memorable learning experiences for young and old. 
Shabbat Chavaya wonderfully exemplifies experiential 
and interactive learning each month for students and 
their families. 
 
Although I can’t believe we are reaching the end of the 
school year, it is comforting to know that time is  
flying by here for a good reason.  We are having fun 
learning!  Yes, good things are happening in Jewish 
education at Temple Beth Shalom Religious School. 
 
B’shalom, 

Libby  
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Sisterhood Woman of the Year by Susan Sacks 

TBS Teens had a BLAST planning and running this 
year’s Purim Carnival! Thank you to everyone who 
came to help us with set up, run booths, and 
contributed to the good time had by all! Our next 
program coming up will be a CRAFTING DAY on 
Sunday May 7th--with tie dye and more! Please also 
mark Sunday June 11th on your calendars, we will be 
having an off site program. We will also have our 
monthly planning meeting conference call on 
Thursday May 4th at 7:30PM. All teens are 
encouraged to join us for the planning meetings in 
order to share ideasand learn more about our fun 
programming! We’re excited to show you all what 
TBS Teens has to offer.  

BUT there’s great programming for our teens that 
branches outside of TBS’s doors as well! WJTLI 
offers our teens a chance to continue their Jewish 
education through experiential classes with teens 
from other local synagogues. We are currently in a 
round of classes called “Just Do It!” In which the 
teens go and perform good deeds and community 
service in the area. The most recent one consisted of 
assisting the elderly at Somers Manor, and there’s still 
more to come! Look out for e-mails with information, 
and feel free to reach out if you have any questions.  

Temple Beth Shalom is part of the METNY region of 
USY, or United Synagogue Youth.  

This youth group provides opportunities throughout 
the school year and the summer for Jewish teens from 

around the state (and the country as well!) to learn, 
grow, and play together.  

Programs range from community service based, 
educational overnights, even Dodgeball tournaments 
and trips to Six Flags. We would love to have our 
teens from TBS get involved, so please reach out if 
you’re interested or have any questions! AND for 
those of you that are Kadima (6th and 7th grade), we 
are excited for you to join us next year for more 
programming!!  

With TBS Teens, we aim to foster a passion for 
Judaism in our children. To instill this important 
sense of community, love, and happiness. Through 
education, leadership, and fun--our teens will have the 
chance to use skills that they might not necessarily 
have access to in their day-to-day activities at school. 
Perhaps, they’ll tap into a new passion or flex a 
muscle they already use. There’s only positive 
opportunities and experiences that await! I’m always 
looking to hear more about what the teens are looking 
to accomplish and what you hope they can gain as 
well, so please feel free to reach out to me anytime at 
tbsteens@tbsmahopac.org.   

  

Sincerely,  

Zoe Yellen, Youth Advisor  

TBS Teens by  Zoe Yellen 

On Sunday, March 19th, TBS’s Sisterhood held a 
brunch to honor Melody Weisman, the recipient of 
the Woman of the Year award.  It was exciting to see 
such an amazing turnout to recognize all she has 
contributed to our synagogue over the years.  In 
speaking with Melody, she said she feels truly blessed 
to be given this award and attributes her strong 
connection to TBS starting with her trip with the 
congregation to Israel back in 2007.   

Upon entering, we were greeted with beautiful floral 
centerpieces, table assignment cards and lovely hors 
d’oeuvres.  

In speaking with those in attendance, it was clear that 
Melody was surrounded by friends and loved ones 

that truly value her friendship and admire all her 
contributions.  Carol Hager recalled that she has 
known Melody since 2005, when Melody had 
transitioned her kids to the Hebrew School at TBS, 
from another congregation.  According to Carol, 
Melody jumped right in the from very beginning and 
exuded an overall caring about our Jewish 
Community.  Joel Greenberg also noted that Melody 
immersed herself heart and soul into TBS and assisted 
with anything that needed to get done.  Ron Arsham 
said that Melody was his right-hand person when he 
led the synagogue and that he “wouldn’t have been 
able to do it, without her”.  Melody regularly assisted 
Ron with the budget, membership, and all the “tough 
tasks” that needed to get done.  Ron and Melody’s 
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friendship truly blossomed as they attended numerous 
offsite meetings and functions together over the 
years. 

The celebration began with an amusing video that 
several of Melody’s friends put together to honor her 
featuring; Wendy, Lynn, Ellen and Gail.  Rabbi Sarah 
even made a cameo appearance.  Perhaps they found 
their calling…. can anyone say Emmy Award? 

The morning then moved onto a touching speech 
given by Lynn Michaels, highlighting how Melody is 
a role model for community service and doing what 
needs to get done in the synagogue, while “working 
in the shadows”.  She went on to say that Melody 
carried the burden of performing a tremendous 
amount of work at TBS and did so, while 
volunteering her time without ever a complaint.  Lynn 
is quoted as saying, “Melody is the heart of our 
congregation and gave of herself, all while singing 
her songs with a “Melody”.” She then presented 
Melody with the Woman of the Year certificate, for 
10 years of service, along with the award-winning 

video featuring her friends tribute to her. 

Melody then said a few words, thanking her friends 
and family for attending the event and expressed her 
appreciation to TBS for extending this honor to her.  
She recalled how she first started working in the 
office of the synagogue, organizing bills and checks 
by tapping into her accounting experience.  She then 
went on to chair the Hudson Valley USY, and has 
made 5 trips to Israel, one of which was with TBS.  
Melody is truly committed to helping the TBS 
community and it’s clear that she is an inspiration to 
the entire congregation.  She thanked everyone for 
this extraordinary day.   

In closing, we heard beautiful sentiments written by 
Rabbi Sarah, and additional recognition from 
Melody’s husband Ira Weisman and our President, 
Steve Bettman.   

A special thank you to Lynn Michaels for organizing 
this special Sisterhood event and for all those who 
attended. 

Sisterhood Woman of the Year by Susan Sacks (continued) 
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Buy A Brass Memorial Plaque 

You may sponsor as many seats or rows as you wish 

Put them near where you or your friends usually sit 

Each 2" x 4" Brass Seat Plaque costs $180.00  

Each 3" x 5" Brass Row Plaque costs $360.00 

IF YOU’D LIKE TO  

READ TORAH 

 

PLEASE SIGN UP AT THE 

TBS WEBSITE 

 
HTTP://WWW.TBSMAHOPAC.ORG 

CLICK ON “COMMUNITY”,  

 

THEN CLICK  

ON “TORAH READING SCHEDULE” 

TORAH READINGS AND/OR  

RECORDINGS ARE OFFERED AS 

WELL AS “FRESHEN UP”  

SESSIONS. 
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Contributions   (February 1, 2017—March 31, 2017) 

Benevolent Outreach  

Joel & Wendy Greenberg In appreciation 
of Mark Liff’s recent work at TBS 

Ron & Marilyn Arsham  
In honor of birth of Wild Art Cutler 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In honor of birth of Piper Ann Silbert 

Ron & Marilyn Arsham  
In memory of Dorothy Petrone 

Gary & Susan Loewenberg  
In memory of Crystal Keets’ mother 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
Mazel Tov to Jeff Roberts on his move 

Facilities Donation  

Ira & Melody Weisman  
In appreciation of Wendy Greenberg, Da-
vid & Lynn Michaels, Ellen Reing, Rabbi 
Sarah, and Gail Freundlich  - thank you 
for your participation in the  
Woman of the Year 2017 SKIT!! I loved it. 

Ira & Melody Weisman  
In appreciation of Rabbi Sarah 

Ira & Melody Weisman  
In appreciation of Robin Kushner 

Allan & Sharon Gunzburg  
Mazel Tov on the birth of Stev and Patti 
Bettman's grandson, Wild Art Cutler 

Ira & Melody Weisman  
Mazel Tov Wild Art Cutler 

General Fund  

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
Just because  

Bernard & Elaine Jacobs  
 Joseph (Poppy) Occhiogrossi 

Ralph & Siobhan Musollino  
Just because  

Ralph & Eleanor Small  
In honor of Melody Weisman 

Phyllis Solar  
 Yoga Donation 

Bernard & Elaine Jacobs  
In honor of birth of Wild Art Cutler 

Bernard & Elaine Jacobs  
In honor of Marc Pekowsky & Ivy Blum 

Bernard & Elaine Jacobs  
In honor of the birth of Grant Ullman 

Gary & Susan Loewenberg  
In honor of birth of Piper Ann Silbert 

David & Lynn Michaels  
In honor of the birth of Rich & Carol 
Zagers grandson, Max Samuel Letowsky 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In honor of birth of Grant Ullman 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  

In honor of Elias Duke's Bar Mitzvah 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In honor of birth of Wild Art Cutler 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In honor of birth of Piper Ann Silbert 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In honor of Max Samuel Petowsky 

Bennett & Martha Pallant  
In honor of birth of Piper Ann Silbert 

Ralph & Eleanor Small  
In honor of the birth of Piper Ann Silbert 

Ralph & Eleanor Small  
In honor of the birth of Grant Ullman 

Ralph & Eleanor Small  
In honor of Elias Duke’s Bar Mitzvah 

Ofelia Ticker  
In honor of The Briss Grant Henry Ullman 

Ira & Regina Uffer  
In honor of Ralph & Yvonne Horowitz 

Andrew & Margie Anik  
In memory of Irwin 

Andrew & Margie Anik  
In memory of Virginia Anik 

Ellis Delin & Suzanne Gronemeyer  
In memory of Benjamin Delin 

Cynthia Hertz  
In memory of Matthew Hertz 

Bernard & Elaine Jacobs  
In memory of Dorothy Petrone 

Robert & Kjersten Lazar  
In memory of Dorothy Petrone 

Nina Levine  
In memory of Harry Archibald Levine 

Nina Levine  
In memory of your grandmother, Rose 
Gold Kosofsky 

Nina Levine  
In memory of your grandmother, Minnie 
Levine 

Nina Levine  
In memory of your father in law, Henry 
Faber 

Nina Levine  
In memory of your grandfather, Jerome 
Paul Levine 

Nina Levine  
In memory of Maura Koch's mother, Cath-
erine Conry 

Gary & Susan Loewenberg  
In memory of Henry Olsen 

Gary & Susan Loewenberg  
In memory of Fred Hochfelder 

David & Lynn Michaels  
In memory of  grandfather, Morris Negrin 

 

David & Lynn Michaels  
In memory of Dorothy Petrone 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In memory of Dorothy Petrone 

Ralph & Eleanor Small  
In memory of Melvin Perlman 

David & Lynn Michaels  
Mazel Tov on the birth of Al and Linda's 
granddaughter, Piper Ann Silbert 

Gary & Susan Loewenberg  
Wishing a speedy recovery  
for Ralph Horowitz 

Ralph & Eleanor Small  
Wishing a speedy recovery  
for Ralph Horowitz 

Library Fund  

James & Gabrielle Duke  
Mazel Tov Evan Volkman Bar Mitzvah 

Prayer Book Fund  

David & Gail Freundlich  
Gabriel & Jennifer Lomas  
Barry & Gail Plaut  

Rabbi's Fund  

David & Ann Rubin  
Just because  

Dennis & Claire Ullman  
In appreciation of a beautiful Bris Cere-
mony for newest grandson grant,  
Henry Ullman 

Joseph & Judith Occhiogrossi  
In honor of birth of Wild Art Cutler 

Joseph & Judith Occhiogrossi  
In honor of the birth  
of Max Samuel Letowsky 

Joseph & Judith Occhiogrossi  
In honor of the birth of Piper Ann Silbert 

Mary Palmer  
In honor of Gabby & Jim Duke's  
son Elias's Bar Mitzvah 

Gabriel & Jennifer Lomas  
In memory of  
Joseph (Poppy) Occhiogrossi 

Joseph & Judith Occhiogrossi  
In memory of Dorothy Petrone 

Mary Palmer  
Mazel Tov The birth of Stev and  
Patti Bettman's grandson, Wild Art 

Rel. School Fund  

Howard & Rochelle Hammer  
In honor of birth of Piper Ann Silbert 

 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Schedule of Services and Candle Lighting Times 

Regular Shabbat Services 
Friday Evenings        8:00 pm  
Saturday Morning  9:45am 

 
Shabbat Chavayah - Sat 9:00am 

05/07/17 
 
 

Tot Shabbat—Sat 11:15am 
06/10/2017 

 

Candle Lighting 
05/05/17   7:38 PM 
05/12/17   7:45 PM 
05/19/17   7:52 PM 
05/26/17   7:59 PM 
05/30/17   8:02 PM 
06/02/17   8:04 PM 
06/09/17   8:09 PM 
06/16/17   8:12 PM 
06/23/17   8:14 PM 

06/30/17   8:15 PM 
07/07/17   8:13 PM 
07/14/17   8:10 PM 
07/21/17   8:05 PM 
07/28/17   7:59 PM 
08/04/17   7:52 PM 
08/11/17   7:43 PM 
08/18/17   7:33 PM 
08/25/17   7:23 PM 
09/01/17   7:11 PM 

Libby Spitzer  
In honor of Melody Weisman 

Diane Goldstein  
In memory of Your nephew Lee Lipins 

David & Sharon Volkman  
Mazel Tov Bar Mitzvah of Eli Duke 

Ritual Fund  

Ralph & Yvonne Horowitz  
Best wishes to Jeff Roberts  
on his big move 

Shabbat Luncheon Sponsors  

Melody & Ira Weisman  
 In memory of grandfather,  
Morris Kaplan 

Paula & Bruce Freidson  
 In honor of Rena's 4th birthday 

Gail Plaut  for Tu B'Shevat 

Bernice Guest  
in honor of Jeff's big birthday 

Marlene & Allen Hochberg  L'Chaim 

Dennis & Claire Ullman  
In honor of Grant Ullman 

Shalom Kids/PJ Library Fund  

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In honor of Jeff Guest’s big birthday 

Glenn & Nancy Sapir  
In honor of the birth of  
Max Samuel Letowsky 

Glenn & Nancy Sapir  
In honor of birth of Wild Art Cutler 

Sisterhood Woman of the Year  

Glen & Nancy Sapir  
David & Lynn Michaels  
Felicia Gruber  
Ira Weisman  
Marlene & Allan Hochberg  
Lenore Kaplan  
David & Gail Freundlich  
Wendy & Joel Greenberg  
Mary Palmer & Gary  

Bernie & Iris Trachtenberg  
Burton & Leni Welte  
Arthur & Susan Rebell  
Matthew, Sheri & Dylan Cohen  
Joanna and Dave Marmelstein  
Shelly & Martin Goldmark  
Lawrence & Diane Gorelick  
Howard & Shelly Hammer  
Alan & Robin Belsky  
David & Ann Rubin  
Kjersten & Robert Lazar  
Elaine & Bernie Jacobs  
Rabbi Sarah  
James & Gabrielle Duke  
Ro & Jeff Belsky  
Marsh & McLennan Agency  
Ellen & Gary Reing  
Jeffrey & Bernice Guest  
Deborah Weisman  

Tzedakah Fund  

Gerald & Alicia Raskob  
In honor of Jeff Guest, birthday 

Herbert & Elaine Bessen  
In memory of Mates Bessen 

Debbe Buckvar  
In memory of mother, Anna Buckvar 

Lisa Falcone  
In memory of Helen Goldsmith 

Anita Feldman  
In memory of Stuart Feldman 

Howard & Naomi Garrell  
In memory of Louis and Julius Garrell 

Howard & Naomi Garrell  
In memory of Meyer Fyer 

David Goldberg  
In memory of Harriet Goldberg 

Loretta Grossman  
In memory of Jacques Grossman 

Cynthia Hertz  
In memory of Mary and Simon Hertz 

Allen & Marlene Hochberg  
In memory of Estelle Hendler 

Bernard & Myrna Holzman  
In memory of Frances Price 

House Account House Account  
In memory of Marwell Kahn 

Kenneth & Zila Koswener  
In memory of Estelle Koswener 

Linda Lehman  
In memory of Pearl Meyer 

Linda Lehman  
In memory of Allen Weissman 

Max & Judith Levy  
In memory of Bernard Levy 

Mark & Patrice Liff  
In memory of your beloved mother, Helen 
Feldman 

Amiram & Suzanne Ranani  
In memory of Chedwa Ranani 

Amiram & Suzanne Ranani  
In memory of Anna Pfursich 

Gerald & Alicia Raskob  
In memory of your father, David Bashkow 

Gerald & Alicia Raskob  
In memory of your brother,  
Stephen Raskov 

Richard Rosenblum  
In memory of Carolyn S Koesten 

Agnes Rosner  
In memory of Sid Rosner 

Glenn & Nancy Sapir  
In memory of Edna Sapakie 

Glenn & Nancy Sapir  
In memory of Glenda Lewis 

Glenn & Nancy Sapir  
In memory of Herman  Ecker 

Harvey & Cindy Teplitsky  
In memory of Your parents and grand 
parents, Bea and Phil Corn 

Youth Fund Donation  

David & Robin Silverman  
In honor of Amanda Silverman 

 

Contributions   (February 1, 2017—March 31, 2017) 
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NEW TBS BENEVOLENT OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS……….. 

The goal of the BOC is to provide support to temple members (and  
families) who are either seriously ill or grieving the loss of a close  

family member 

 

Please consider adding your name to our volunteer list to assist with 
occasional transporting/delivering of meals to grieving families or those 

affected by serious illness. 

 

Adding your name to a volunteer list means you may be occasionally 
called upon to assist with a meal pick-up and/or delivery, or perhaps a 

home visit 

 

There is no commitment required to becoming part of the Benevolent 
Outreach Committee/Volunteer Pool.....it is our goal to have sufficient 
“back-up” established to address any requirements/needs our affected 

families may have 

 

Please consider becoming a TBS Outreach Volunteer!   

Contact Bev Petrone via email ccodlight@comcast.net  
or cell 914-262-1103  

 

Community * Cooperation * Caring 

 

mailto:ccodlight@comcast.net
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 May 01 
Jeff Feldman 
Phoenix 
Koswener 
Bruce Tesler 
Alana Ullman 
 May 05 
William Frumkin 
David Michaels 
 May 08 
Robert Green-
berg 
Jacob Tesler 
 May 12 
Lauren Ranani 
 May 13 
Matthew 
Hochberg 
Evan Raskob 
 May 14 
Scott Dancygier 
Gail Freundlich 

 May 15 
Neil Avellino 
Amanda Kandel 
 May 18 
Patricia Bettman 
 May 21 
Edward Lapa 
 May 22 
Deborah Carrillo 
Jordan Sacks 
 May 23 
Rochelle Hammer 
Sydney Hirsch 
Ann Koblenz 
 May 24 
Becca Lomas 
 May 25 
Wendy Green-
berg 
Justin Katz 
Aaron Miller 
Abigail Savir 

 May 26 
Janet Cohen 
Alex Freundlich 
 May 27 
Ronald Arsham 
Michael Klein 
David Volkman 
 May 28 
Mary Palmer 
Maxwell 
Semegran 
 May 29 
Jillian Cohen 
Jeffrey Katz 
 May 30 
Saul Luxemburg 
Jennifer Michaels 
Micole Tuchman 
 May 31 
Asher Duke 
Frances Tesler 
Erica Weiss 

 Jun 01 
Alyia Bettman 
Joshua Hilfman 
 Jun 02 
James Kwan 
 Jun 03 
Elaine Peikes 
 Jun 04 
Benjamin Dan-
cygier 
 Jun 06 
Abigail Avellino 
 Jun 08 
Monika Lazar 
 Jun 11 
Bernice Guest 
Jennifer Klee 
Martin Schwartz 
Dennis Ullman 
 Jun 12 
Jennifer Cohen 
Bernard Simon 

 Jun 13 
Tess Bettman 
 Jun 14 
Thomas Avellino 
Lawrence Gorelick 

 Jun 15 
Irene Dancygier 
Fred Ende 
David Small 
 Jun 16 
Andy Tuchman 
Robin Zencheck 
 Jun 17 
Jason Small 
Ryan Stern 
 Jun 18 
Harrison Cohen 
Zachary Cohen 
Susan Sacks 
Adam Semegran 
Emma Silverman 

(Continued on page 30) 

Yom Huledet Sameakh  
 יום הולדת שמח

May/June/July/August 

 
 

Wishing a return to good health to those  
who are ill in our community 

   Mi’sheberach ~רפואה שלמה

Sonia Abrams 
Hilde Abrams 
Shoshana Bapsha bat 
Perel  
Chana Leah bat Cecile 
v'Yitzchak Yosef 
Rivkah Esther bat 
Dubbeh v'Moshe 
Cha'yim 
Rachel Bat Rut 
Judith Bates 
Ro Belsky  
Gershon ben Gitel 
Drazier 
Shmuel Chaim ben 
Malki 

Yosel ben Schmuel 
Maxine Berlin  
Selma Chavis 
Carolann Cistone 
Patricia D'Adamo 
Jean Degl 
Vanessa Deraffele 
LucyBeth Fraser 
Eunice Goldfarb 
Evan Heller 
Dale Herman 
Yvonne Horowitz 
Mitchell Kaphan  
Richard Leopold 
Ari Nachum ben Masha 
Christine Paravaty 

Darren Pinsker 
Lew Rabinowitz 
Fran Rubin 
Marcia Scanlan 
Edward Schaffer 
Abba Shlomo 
Barbara Silverman 
Robin Silverman 
Ora Stochel 
Larry Ticker 
Ofelia Ticker 
Phyllis Ticker 
Shmuel Tzvi ben Freidel 
Lisa Valle 
Joan Weiss 
Helen Werner 

Please notify the office if you or a 
family member is ill or in the 

hospital, so that Rabbi Freidson can 
schedule a visit.  Your phone call is 

greatly appreciated. 

    

Did we miss your birthday? 

Please let us know! 

If you see a name on the  
Mi’Sheberach list who,  

thank G-d, has returned to good 
health, please notify the office at 

office@tbsmahopac.org 
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 Jun 20 
Matthew Posniak 
 Jun 21 
Asaf Savir 
 Jun 22 
Marilyn Arsham 
Shera Tuchman 
 Jun 23 
Laurence Rubin 
 Jun 25 
Eliana Miller 
Alexander Tavelinsky 

Stuart Wohl 
 Jun 27 
Ann Rubin 
 Jun 28 
David Plaut 
 Jun 29 
Jeannie Frumkin 
Patrice Liff 
 Jul 02 
Eric Toovell 
 Jul 03 
Brett Bowden 
 

 Jul 04 
Alexander Freebern 

Adam Raefski 
 Jul 06 
Ari Tuchman 
Joshua Tuzman 
 Jul 07 
Stacy Iris 
Samantha Klee 
Joshua Liff 
Brooke Sacks 
 Jul 08 
Allison Markman 
 Jul 09 
Laurie Ende 
 Jul 12 
Ethan Wohl 
 Jul 14 
Mitchell Cohen 
Matthew Michaels 

 Jul 15 
Frederick Gutt 
Sharon Schwartz 
 Jul 17 
Brian Stern 

 Jul 18 
Daniel Goldstein 
Marlene Hochberg 
Tracy Posniak 
Benjamin Semegran 

 Jul 19 
Lauren Freeman 
Libby Spitzer 
 Jul 20 
David Pallant 
 Jul 21 
Lan Pham 
Rachel Raskob 
 Jul 22 
Debra Tuzman 
 Jul 23 
Brooke Carrillo 
 Jul 27 
Melody Fuchs 
Robin Silverman 
Adrienne Stern 
 Jul 28 
Seth Bates 
 Jul 29 
Allan Gunzburg 

 Aug 07 
Steven Shaffer 
Joshua Ullman 
 Aug 11 
Kendra Klein 
 Aug 12 
Louis Tuzman 
 Aug 13 
Stephen Nadelhaft 
Ilan Simon 
Jakob Singh 
 Aug 14 
Amanda Cohen 
 Aug 16 
Scott Reing 
 Aug 17 
Jacob Gold 
 Aug 18 
Sharon Feldman 
 Aug 22 
Jonathan Freebern 
 Aug 23 
Joshua Gorelick 
Ron Leviner 
Claire Ullman 

 Aug 24 
Daniel Schwartz 
 Aug 25 
Leonard Tesler 
Noah Volkman 
 Aug 26 
Andrew Feldman 
 Aug 27 
Spencer Belsky 
Jenna Freeman 
 Aug 29 
Bryan Arsham 
Alyssa Klee 
 Aug 30 
Aurora Pereira-
German 
 Aug 31 
Rochelle Lapa 

Yom Huledet Sameakh  
 יום הולדת שמח

May/June/July/August (continued) 
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Co-Editors 

Bernice Guest 
Lynn Michaels 
 

Advertising Editor 
David Michaels 
 
Contributors 
Steve Bettman 
Rachel Jurisz 
Sarah Freidson 
Joel Greenberg 
Wendy Greenberg  
Eddie Lapa 
Robin Kushner 
Jeff Roberts 
Ari Samson 
Libby Spitzer 
Melody Weisman 
Zoe Yeller 
 
 
 

The Temple Beth Shalom 
newsletter is published five times 
per year and is provided by and for 
the membership of the synagogue. 
Neither Temple Beth Shalom, nor 
its members, assumes liability for 
any of the information, opinions or 
suggestions contained herein. 
Articles submitted are subject to 
editing. Contents may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from the Temple office. 
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. Submissions 
can be sent via email in Word or 
Publisher format to:  
Newsletter@TBSMahopac.org.  

Temple Times 

NEXT  
DEADLINE IS  
Aug. 10, 2017 

Newsletter Errors  
Occasionally errors & omissions 
are found in the pages of Temple 
Times. We appreciate being 
notified of any corrections by 
calling the TBS office (845)628-
6133. A newsletter staff member 
will return your call ASAP. The 
temple office is not responsible for 
newsletter content. Many thanks to 
our readers, Temple Times Staff 

 May 1 / Iyar 5 
 Harry Stochel 
 May 3 / Iyar 7 
 Harriett Arsham 
 Reuben Buckvar 
 Bessie Lipins 
 May 4 / Iyar 8 
 Rita Laura Blum 
 Philip Luxemburg 
 May 5 / Iyar 9 
 Harry Pallant 
 May 8 / Iyar 12 
 Erwin Kaplan 
 May 12 / Iyar 16 
 Stephen Erlitz 
 May 18 / Iyar 22 
 Joseph Seiden 
 May 19 / Iyar 23 
 Susan Cox 
 May 21 / Iyar 25 
 William Glasner 
 Martin Blum 
 May 22 / Iyar 26 
 Rachel Jacowitz 
 May 23 / Iyar 27 
 Samuel Rosenberg 
 Herman Small 
 May 24 / Iyar 28 
 Theresa Gerhardt 
 May 25 / Iyar 29 
 Lottie Hochberg 
 Adele Heller 
 May 26 / Sivan 1 
 Sara Orzech 
 May 31 / Sivan 6 
 Ethel Pomerantz 
 Jun 1 / Sivan 7 
 Helen Lifschitz 
 Jeanette Sikofand 
 Jun 2 / Sivan 8 
 Beatrice Corn 
 Jun 6 / Sivan 12 
 Ludwig Loewenberg 
 Jun 8 / Sivan 14 
 Alverne Koswener 
 Jun 10 / Sivan 16 
 Benjamin Brazinsky 

 Jun 11 / Sivan 17 
 Morris Lifschitz 
 Jun 12 / Sivan 18 
 Yetta Kuropatwa - Levine 
 Jun 20 / Sivan 26 
 Celia Hartman 
 Lena Rebell 
 Jun 21 / Sivan 27 
 Jerry Goldberg 
 Rubin Small 
 Jun 22 / Sivan 28 
 Isidore Sapir 
 Jun 24 / Sivan 30 
 Ignatz Sikofand 
 Jun 26 / Tammuz 2 
 Nathan Feldman 
 Jun 27 / Tammuz 3 
 Lee Schaeffer 
 Jun 28 / Tammuz 4 
 Sol Horowitz 
 Jul 2 / Tammuz 8 
 Louis Feinberg 
 Jul 6 / Tammuz 12 
 Judith Waltzer 
 Jul 9 / Tammuz 15 
 Mathilde Fechenbach 
 Jul 10 / Tammuz 16 
 Elizabeth Loewenberg 
 Jul 15 / Tammuz 21 
 Helaine Schultz 
 Jul 16 / Tammuz 22 
 Stanley Ticker 
 Paul Rosner 
 Jul 18 / Tammuz 24 
 Abraham Kaplan 
 Jul 19 / Tammuz 25 
 Mae Greenberg 
 Jul 20 / Tammuz 26 
 Fannie Ditkowski 
 Ann Ecker 
 Jul 24 / Av 1 
 Helen Lichtman 
 Abraham Raskob 
 Jul 27 / Av 4 
 Gwen Kantor 
 

 Jul 29 / Av 6 
 Rose Kaplan 
 Jul 30 / Av 7 
 Harry Rebell 
 Aug 2 / Av 10 
 Renee Simon 
 Aug 3 / Av 11 
 David Stiman 
 Edward Kandel 
 Irving Cohen 
 Aug 4 / Av 12 
 Anna Negrin 
 Aug 5 / Av 13 
 Barbara Weisman 
 Aug 7 / Av 15 
 Paul Horowitz 
 Aug 8 / Av 16 
 Theodore Semegran 
 Aug 9 / Av 17 
 Marcia Stiman 
 Martin Belsky 
 Sol Hochberg 
 Aug 10 / Av 18 
 Adele Rebell 
 Aug 11 / Av 19 
 Terry Makler 
 Joseph Tuzman 
 Aug 12 / Av 20 
 Frances Kaplan 
 Aug 14 / Av 22 
 Herbert Reing 
 Aug 15 / Av 23 
 Arnold Berlin 
 Aug 17 / Av 25 
 Emanuel Wasserman 
 Aug 18 / Av 26 
 Minnie Pallant 
 William Rebell 
 Aug 20 / Av 28 
 William Stokes 
 Aug 24 / Elul 2 
 Anna Schlossberg 
 Aug 29 / Elul 7 
 Ida Goldstein 

Yahrzeits   
May Their Memory be a Blessing 
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A great new way to donate  
someone else’s money to  

Temple Beth Shalom, without 
changing how you shop. 

To Register go to  

http://tbsmahopac.org/
AmazonSmile.html  

It’s the same Amazon you use all the time! 

http://tbsmahopac.org/AmazonSmile.html
http://tbsmahopac.org/AmazonSmile.html
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1405203
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1405203
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Serving Temple Beth Shalom since 2015 
 

Being GREEN is about caring for the environment and saving  
energy, this is our way of answering to a higher authority.  

This is why Green is the New Kosher™ 
 

914.345.5700  

Heating Oil & Biofuel  
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When you’re planning your next 
Life Event, whether it’s a Wedding, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Buying/Selling 

a home…  
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop! 

Visit the gift shop or contact Gail or Marilyn 

Special Orders are welcome…  
Any special occasion need can be filled 

E-mail them at  
Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org 
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Mention Temple Beth Shalom 
Code AG110 
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Greco Limousine 
Experience and Reliability 

Your ad could have 
been here 
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When you’re planning your next 
Life Event, whether it’s a Wedding, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Buying/Selling 

a home…  
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 

 

A wonderful setting for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
Kosher catering available 

Contact Lisa Woods, Director of Marketing 

lisaw@SalemGoldClub.com or (914) 669-5485 
18 Bloomer Rd, North Salem, NY 10560 

www.SalemGolfClub.org 
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Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY     845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 

GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 
GENTLE DENTAL CARE 

 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 
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DON’T FORGET TO  
 

BUY SCRIP 

PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDERS 
ON THE FIRST SUNDAY  

OF EVERY MONTH. 

THIS IS A WONDERFUL  
AND EASY  

FUNDRAISER FOR  
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM. 

WE THANK THOSE  WHO ARE  
ALREADY PARTICIPATING. 

 
To download a Scrip Order Form,  
go to http://tinyurl.com/tbsscrip 

http://tinyurl.com/tbsscrip
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        
CELL (917) 295-1407 

Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 

Double or  

Triple (!!!) 

  your Donation FREE! 

             

EMPLOYER’S 

MATCHING FUNDS 

PROGRAM 

Your donation could double or triple with-
out any expense to you. Call your Human 

Resources Department or Community  Rela-
tions office and ask about your company’s 

MATCHING FUNDS program. Some 
companies do not match donations to reli-
gious organizations, but some do.  Inquire 

with your HR Representative. 
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