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From Rabbi Sarah’s Desk 

February brought us 
significant snowfall, but 
the Jewish calendar 
reminds us that spring is 
around the corner!  We 
have a lot going on here at 
Temple Beth Shalom as 
you’ll see as you peruse 

the pages of this issue of the Temple Times. 
 
A handful of TBS members have inquired 
about the possibility of a congregational trip 
to Israel.  If you’re interested, please email 
me at rabbi@tbsmahopac.org.  We need a 
minimum of 15 individuals in order to 
pursue a trip.  
 
This winter has been busy.  Several of our 
members have welcomed new children or 
grandchildren into their lives, and it’s been 
a pleasure to celebrate with them.  We 
hosted a very successful Blood Drive in 
January, exceeding our collection goal with 
38 units.  The Annual Men’s Club 
Millennial Breakfast featuring a panel 
discussion of local politicians and 
community leaders was an enormous 
success.  I welcomed a local Cub Scout 
Pack to the synagogue and taught them 
about Judaism and synagogue life.  Thank 
you to Adrienne Tavelinsky for organizing 
the visit.  It was a pleasure to welcome 
Cantor Jake Feldman back to TBS for a 
Musical Friday night service celebrating 
Shabbat and Tu Bishevat (the New Year of 
the Trees).  He was accompanied by our 
very own Marc Pekowsky and it was a great 
evening! 
 
Additionally, TBS applied for and received 
a small grant for the Israeli Scouts 
Friendship Caravan visit from UJA 
Federation.  The grant will enable us to an 
extra day with the Scouts and a subsidized 
Shabbat dinner before visit at TBS on 
Friday, June 16th.  A big thank you to 
Kjersten Lazar and Jen Lomas for chairing 
their visit and to Marissa Mallett for helping 
with the grant writing.   
 

As TBS President Steve Bettman 
announced at the Congregational Meeting in 
December, I’m thrilled that I will be 
continuing as the Rabbi of Temple Beth 
Shalom for at least five more years.  We 
have a bright future ahead of us as we 
continue to strengthen and grow our vibrant, 
multi-generational community. 
 
Purim is one of my favorite Jewish holidays 
and I can’t wait for our Emoji Purim 
Celebration on Saturday, March 11 and 
Carnival on Sunday, March 12!  Purim 
commemorates the miraculous survival of 
the ancient Persian Jewish community due 
to the bravery and wisdom of Queen Esther 
and Mordechai.  It is a fun, silly, often 
raucous celebration observed by feasting 
and merrymaking, dressing in costume, 
sending gifts of food to friends and family 
(mishloach manot), and giving tzedakah to 
the poor.  
 
On Purim, we are encouraged to imbibe.  
The Talmud teaches that one should drink 
“until one doesn’t know the difference 
between baruch Mordechai v’arur Haman/
blessed is Mordechai and cursed is Haman.”  
Not only does alcohol consumption add to 
frivolity, it highlights the theme of drinking 
and how it helped create the miracle, 
throughout the Purim story. The megillah 
opens with a series of wine-infused 
banquets, Esther’s coronation is celebrated 
with a banquet, the Jews’ fate is sealed with 
a banquet between Ahashverosh and 
Haman, Esther hosts two banquets for the 
king and Haman, and the book ends with 
the Jews celebrating and agreeing to 
annually celebrate their miraculous survival 
with feasts. 
 
Purim gives us a time to celebrate and let 
loose, but it also heightens our awareness of 
alcoholism and substance abuse.  The 
Talmud tells the following story about a 
Purim celebration gone wrong. Rabbah and 
Rabbi Zeira got together for Purim. They 
got very drunk, and Rabbah got up and cut 
Rabbi Zeira’s throat (literally, Rabbah 
butchered him). The next day, Rabbah 
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A Message from our President 

In 1953 a group of like- minded 
people banded together and 
constructed Temple Beth 
Shalom Jewish Center of the 
Mahopac’s.  For those 
unacquainted with the 
geography of this area, our 
forbearers were reaching out to 
the Jewish communities 
enmeshed within Lake 

Mahopac, Mahopac and Mahopac Falls. The 
founding Fathers and Mothers of this prestigious 
entity recognized that the building that they had 
erected on the shores of Lake Mahopac stood for 
more than a shelter for the holy torahs sheltered 
within the ark. The essence of the birth of Temple 
Beth Shalom was the undeniable clarity that TBS 
rose as a beacon to all as the center for Jewish life in 
bucolic Putnam County. 

Today, we have expanded the “Mahopac’s “ to 
include Yorktown, Somers, Carmel, Patterson, New 
Fairfield CT, Pawling, Stormville, Peekskill, 
Cortlandt, Mohegan Lake, Croton, Granite Springs, 
Danbury CT, Southeast, Brewster, Croton Falls, New 
York City, Englewood New Jersey and Boyton 
Beach Florida. 

The mission of our creators has been adhered to over 
all of these decades in that we remain the center of 
Jewish life in the Northern Westchester, Putnam 
County and surrounding tri state area. 

There is however a distinction to be vetted out 

between what “center” meant in 1953 and what the 
interpretation that is employed today by our 
members as to Temple Beth Shalom being the 
“Center” of their Jewish life. 

Back in the day there was a cohesive bond between 
TBS and the Jewish community. Families recognized 
in Temple Beth Shalom a sanctuary from the 
hardship and strife and uncertainty and divisiveness 
and isolation of being Jewish in America. Temple 
Beth Shalom offered them a place to celebrate, 
whether that be with a Grand Dinner Dance Gala 
right here in the social hall or davening during the 
holidays. TBS offered a platform for members to 
exercise their civic commitment and express their 
ideals and hopes for America. It was under one roof 
that members made friends and shidduch’s were 
made.  

It may be virtually impossible for some to grasp this 
thought, but just a few short decades ago there were 
no portable telephones or smart devices and only 6 
television stations. The trip from Mahopac to NYC 
was a half -day trip by car or you could take the 
Putnam County Line train off of Route Six but it 
only ran a few times a day or week. 

Sure, modern life looks like science fiction compared 
to 1953 but the ideals and intentions of our 
community still ring true to our founders vision. The 
sheer fact that with the advent of smart technology 
permitting an individual to connect with information 
and people while remaining isolated in their own 
home or car and the speed and accessibility that we 

prayed on Rabbi Zeira’s behalf and brought him 
back to life. A year later, Rabbah asked, “Would 
you like to celebrate Purim with me again this 
year?” Rabbi Zeira replied, “One cannot count on a 
miracle every time.”  Rabbah and Rabbi Zeira 
remind us of the dangers of overdoing it.  Too 
many of us also know firsthand the suffering 
alcohol and substance abuse can cause.  Never 
drive under the influence.  If you or a loved one 
struggles with addiction, please know that there is 
no shame attached to those struggles and that help 

is available.  Speak to a health care professional or 
contact JACS —Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant Others at 
212.632.4600 or jacs@jbfcs.org.  No one needs to 
suffer alone. 
 
B’Shalom, 
 
Rabbi Sarah 

mailto:jacs@jbfcs.org
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have at our disposal to travel 20 minutes or 2000 
miles away, we still have people seeking out our 
Jewish Center is a testament to the inherent and 
instinctive need that exists in the DNA of Jews both 
locally and abroad to connect with other Jewish 
People and Jewish traditions. 

The conversation at this point so often escalates to a 
financial crescendo where the only point that seems 
to matter is the mighty dollar and how we can get 
more. 

Well, though I am one of the first to worry about 
our financial sustainability I am here today to tell 
you that as a Jewish Center we are definitely a 
success. However, the paradigm has changed.  We 
must not view ourselves through the prism of the 
1950’s and 60’s and 70’s or even 80’s. Those were 
great years in many respects, but the needs of 
people and how they expect to have those needs 
met and fulfilled is drastically different in 2017. 
Temple Beth Shalom remains steadfast and strong 
as the Jewish Center for the greater Jewish 
community but we need to recognize and 
understand what “center” means and is perceived as 
by the ‘next’ generation. 

We do in fact offer exceptional programming and 
opportunities here at TBS. There are weekly yoga 
classes. We have members hosting wine tasting in 
their homes. We have members hosting Shabbat 
dinners for other members. There is a year long 
learning program taught by a temple member 
covering learning and reading Hebrew, studying the 
Siddur and culminating in a Bnai Mitzvah for 
adults. We have a robust book club. We offer music 
in our coffee house and we support community 
events such as town parades, holiday festivals and 
street fairs. TBS is the host of blood drives as well 
as an integral stop for all local politicians, judges 
and school superintendents. Our High Holiday 
services are unrivaled and our Purim festivities 
blow any other shul away. We have a wonderful 
Tot Shabbat program. If that was not enough to 
consider, there is our award winning Religious 
School, lead by Education Director Libby Spitzer 
teaching and guiding over 50 students through the 
cultural and academic world of Judaism 
culminating in an emotional Bar/Bat Mitzvah. The 
leadership of TBS represented by 24 committed and 
devoted members together with the superb guidance 

and skills and compassion of Rabbi Sarah rounds 
out the center circle of our Jewish Center here in 
Mahopac New York. 

Notwithstanding all of this, many of our current 
members and potential new members see and feel a 
pull in many directions that is not allayed by the 
notion of joining a temple and finding relief in a 
single, solitary place.  

As President I assure you that I would love to see 
50 or 100 people attend each and every one of our 
programming events and services. But in the light 
of that which pulls and compels and pushes and 
insists that our time be unraveled each day and each 
weekend to accommodate the onslaught of family 
and work related obligations and responsibilities, it 
is amazing that when we count the total number of 
people who come to our Center for one thing or 
another on a weekly basis, we have a vibrant and 
active membership. 

In yoga, the third chakra, Manipura, is located in 
the belly region of ones body and represents your 
core…one’s ego and sense of power and authority. 
One of the important yet more difficult teachings to 
understand and incorporate into one’s life is the 
idea that we must learn to recognize and find 
acceptance that we may not have the attributes to do 
one thing or another. The ability to recognize this 
and let it go in order to turn to that which is your 
strength and thus, a blessing that you may share 
with others, is the prime directive. 

We have stayed true to our roots. We are the divine 
embodiment of a haimish community. This is Our 
strength. This is Our Truth.  This is what cannot be 
found on an i-phone or in a computer game. This is 
what we can provide and share in the physicality of 
one- on- one relationship’s in a mortar and brick 
edifice rather than utilizing the FIOS Optic 
Network or some ethereal cloud. Current members 
and potential new members cannot find what we 
have here at Temple Beth Shalom anywhere else. 
They may find a lesser incarnation…they may find 
a new fangled spin on the original, but they will all 
discover that Temple Beth Shalom, Jewish Center is 
the original and we are still going strong. If we had 
a TBS t-shirt, I would like to think it would say, 
“Doing Something Right”. 

A Message from our President (continued) 
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From the Men’s Club 

I know that all of you recall the blizzard of 
1888. For those of you that don’t 
remember the temperature was in the 60’s, 
then overnight the temperature dropped 
below freezing and the New York area 
was blanketed with 3 feet of snow. Now 
for the coincidence. Wednesday February 
8, 2017 the temperature was a record 
breaking 62 degrees and by Thursday 
morning the temperature was in the teens 

and we were blanketed with over a foot of snow. The 
moral of the story is “it’s not a good idea to try to fool 
Mother Nature” 

Our 18th millennium breakfast was held on Sunday 
January 22, 2017 and was defiantly one of the best. We 
had an audience of almost 50 people. Our guest speakers 
were County Judge James Reitz, Assemblyman Kevin 
Byrne, Matt Slater, ( representing State Senator 
Terrance Murphy), Mahopac School Superintendent 
Dennis Creedon, Deacon John Scarfi representing St. 
Johns and last but not least our own Rabbi Sarah . Each 
speaker gave an opening statement. The topics of 
discussion were the heroin and drug epidemic, the 
successful drug court initiated by Judge Reitz, the 
changes in our school system so that each individual 
student can learn with the best method for that student, 
the changes in our community that are occurring on a 
regular bases. There was a great dialog between the 
audience and the guest speakers. There is no doubt that 
we all are better informed on these important topics that 
affect our entire community.  

Our next big event will be on Sunday April 30, 2017 
when each temple of the Hudson Valley will honor their 
Person of the Year and Youth of the Year. I will be 
announcing our selections shortly. There will be a 
journal and of course a luncheon. Please watch for 
additional information regarding the journal adds. I hope 
that all of you make every effort to attend.  

On Sunday May 7, 2017 at 9:45am we will have our 
annual meeting with the local School Superintendents to 
discuss the budget vote which will take place on 
Tuesday May 16, 2017.  

On Friday June 9, 2017 at 8pm we will celebrate those 
from our temple family who are graduating. 

The temple calendar adds and brick pavers are coming 
in very slow. Please make every effort to place your 
order. We would like to place the orders by April 1, 
2017. In addition we are selling YOM HASHOAH 
CANDLES to be lit on Yom Hashoah which is Sunday 
April 23, 2017. The orders must be in no later than 
Friday March 10, 2017. 

Finally, I want to welcome the nine new families that 
have joined our temple family recently  (Ende, Ferszt-
Miller, Goldsmith, Ingram – Shaffer, Miller, Pereira, 
Rosenblum, Sachakov, Smith-Hirsch). I look forward to 
meeting them at our various Men’s Club functions 
where everyone is welcome, also Sisterhood and 
Temple functions. 

Shalom, 

Joel 

 

Men’s  Club Breakfast. Left to right: Rabbi Sarah, Deacon John Scarfi, Dennis Creedon Judge 
James Reitz, Joel, Matt Slater & Assemblyman Kevin Byrne. 
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Staten Island Chuck predicted an early 
spring when he didn’t see his shadow 
on February 2nd, while Pennsylvania’s 
most famous groundhog, 
Punxsutawney Phil, called for six more 
weeks of winter after seeing his 
shadow.  When I went outside after 
this morning for my “power walk,”   
the sun was shining, I saw patches of 

green grass, and I heard the birds chirping.  So, I am 
hoping that Staten Island Chuck is correct and that we 
will have an early spring.  But regardless of the 
weather, things will be “bustling” at Temple Beth 
Shalom over the next two months!  Get out your 
calendars and pencils and start writing. 

There will be a New Member Luncheon to welcome 
newest congregants to Temple Beth Shalom.  The 
luncheon will be held at Rabbi Sarah’s home on 
Sunday, March 5th after the conclusion of Religious 
School.  Rabbi Sarah, members of the Board of 
Trustees, and members of the Membership Committee 
chaired by Ron Arsham will be there to greet these new 
members.  Many thanks to Co-Chair Sharon Gunzburg 
for all her hard work and for the beautiful invitations! 

We had our first Guess Who’s Coming To Shabbos? 
(GWCTS?) in several years on Friday, January 29th.  
Everyone who participated as either a host or a guest 
said it was a wonderful experience and they were 
delighted to attend!  GWCTS? Is a program that 
partners congregants with one another for Shabbat 
dinners in their own homes.  The goals of GWCTS? are 
to strength our synagogue community by giving people 
the opportunity to get to know one another, and to help 
families to create meaningful Jewish memories.  Our 
next GWCTS? Will take place on Friday, March 31st.  
So don’t be shy!  Please contact Wendy Greenberg or 
Patti Bettman if you would like to host or be a guest at 
someone’s home.  We want people to get to know each 
other outside the synagogue walls!!!! 

Our Emoji Purim Celebration will take place Saturday 
night, March 11th at 7PM.  Please join us for a Purim 
play performed by our Religious School children and a 
rocking Megillah reading, followed by a dance party 
which will be DJ’d by our own Cara Bowden.  Lots of 
“yummy” appetizers and pastries, and colorful drinks 
(created by our terrific bartenders Lynn Michaels and 
Patti Bettman) will be served all night.  Do join us for 
this fun-filled evening!!!!!! There will be a Purim 
Carnival on Sunday, March 12th from 11AM to 1PM.  
Enjoy classic carnival games, lots of prizes, face 

painting, and so much more.  A delicious lunch will be 
served thanks to Jenn Cohen and her assistant chefs.  
There will be a $5 charge for each child attending the 
Purim Carnival. Costumes are encouraged for both 
celebrations!!!  Many, many thanks as well to Jeff 
Guest for again taking on the time consuming job or 
ordering and setting up the Mishloach Manot “goody” 
bags we enjoy every Purim!!!!  

Gail Plaut continues her fine job as the Moderator of 
the Temple Beth Shalom Book Club.  The next Book 
Club will take place on Saturday, April 15th 
immediately after services.   The Book Club selection is 
The Bridge Ladies by Betsy Lerner.  The book is 
available at all local libraries or can be purchased on 
Amazon.  All are welcome to attend!!! 

Back by popular demand is the Passover Cooking Class 
conducted by Chef Michael Garelick.  It will take place 
on Sunday, April 2nd at 10 AM.  Everyone who 
participated last year had a fantastic time and enjoyed 
eating the ‘fruits of their labor!” A $10 donation is 
suggested to help defray the costs of the food and 
RSVP’s would be appreciated – although walk-ins are 
fine! 

A Trivia Night is being planned for Saturday, April 1st 
at 8PM.  Stephen Nadelhaft has been utilizing his 
creative juices for over a year to create interesting and 
imaginative questions.  Phyllis and Steve are graciously 
supplying the snacks.  Adults only (18 and older).  A 
$10 donation is suggested.  Do come!! Great questions 
and great company!! 

The annual Second Night Community Seder will take 
place on Tuesday, April 11th at 6PM.  Our own fabulous 
Rabbi Sarah will be conducting the beautiful Seder 
service, and Chef Michael Garelick will once again be 
preparing the delicious Seder meal.   It is always an 
extraordinary, warm, delightful, and fun-filled evening, 
so do plan on joining us!!!!!    

Please remember to check for information and updates 
on all of these events and activities in both the Temple 
Beth Shalom weekly Shabbat announcements and 
constant contacts.  As always, I am happy to hear from 
you with suggestions for future programs or events as 
well as any questions you may have.   

Welcome Spring! Happy Purim! A joyous Passover!  

Bet regards, 

Wendy  

Programming Previews By Wendy Greenberg 
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Equal Rites by Ari Samson 

Just what does equal rights mean? There's a great 
amount of discussion occuring in our country about 
how we treat others. And by the way, I'm not meaning 
just men and women. The discussion goes way  
beyond that. I've seen amazing photos of people in 
cities across the United States marching and holding 
signs displaying anger, discontent and wit. Men, 
women and children all proclaiming how they believe 
we should all be equal. At this day and age we would 
hope that we would not need to march and chant for 
this message to be heard, but while the message being 
sent seems always to be the same, the ones receiving 
the message always seem to have a different reason to 
ignore it.  

The title of this article is not equal rights. As a rational 
human I believe that equal rights should be so normal 
as to not require thought. If only the rest of the world 
agreed. My thought right now is more appropriately 
about equal rites. The right of all to take part in the 
rites of Judaism. Is it egalitariasm or something more? 
What about Temple Beth Shalom makes it equal for 
everyone? Some will say look we have a woman  
Rabbi. Isn't that equal? That only means something to 
me if everyone looks at Rabbi Sarah with the same 
respect, belief and understanding that they would offer 
to any other Rabbi. Please note, I didn't denote a male 
Rabbi. Male Rabbis don't set the bar. The bar is set by 
the people in your religious life who made a  
difference; taught you and lead you and you felt that 
you were made better by your interaction with them. 
Rabbi Sarah meets that criteria and exceeds it by far. 

I remember being in synagogue about six months  
prior to my Bar Mitzvah and getting ready for Shabbat 
afternoon services. We'd be setting out the talit for 
those getting aliyahs, making certain that the sidurim 
and Chumashim were easily accessible and helping in 
the kitchen. Preparing tuna fish, egg salad and all the 
fixings for a well reknowned Seudah Shlishi.  

One of the other things myself and a friend would do 
would be to look around and see if we had enough 
men for a minyan? And did we have enough men for 
all the honors? Mr G would daven, Mr. W would  
certainly be one of the gabbais. Who else would be 
needed? Well there were usually a couple of other 
men and my father would do Hagbah half the time. 
Hmmm. If we were just old enough, there could be 

room for the two of us to maybe get an aliyah. We 
talked about how many roles each of us could have. 
At that time we never considered that our mothers or 
sisters would be intersted in an aliyah, or ever have 
the opportunity to have one.  

Going to sleep away camp that summer was an eye 
opener. Women (and girls in my age group) wearing 
yarmulkes, talit and teffilin. I had never seen that. 
They were called up to the Torah, chanted the  
blessings, read from the torah, led services and all of a 
sudden my view of what Judaism meant from a gender 
perspective was completely changed. I don't know if it 
was a subconscious alteration that I underwent or  
perhaps it was one of the days when I walked through 
the forest to the lake we were supposed to stay away 
from and just sat there for a couple of hours staring at 
the occasional ripple on the surface of the water while 
thinking.  

I did a lot of thinking that summer. It was my first 
summer at sleep away camp. While I had gone to  
Jewish day camp for 6 years previously, the full time 
immersion into Judaism experienced in sleep away 
camp needed time set aside to process and understand 
all that was happening. I know I spent a lot of time 
thinking about how I looked at the world through a 
Jewish perspective. I'm guessing that part of that time 
was also spent looking inward at what I believed and 
expected of myself. (Don't ask for too many details, it 
was 35 years ago.) I do know that when I came back 
home, the mindset of differences in gender when  
practicing Judaism was gone.  

Several years later the synagogue changed their  
practices and women were magically imbued with the 
equality which should always have been there. There 
were arguements. Some men walked out of services. 
Others were just hostile. Yet in time most learned. In 
the intervening years there have been two female  
rabbis employed by the synagogue. They didn't stay 
but their faith, heart and strength contributed greatly 
to the community. I still can remember the smile and 
wonderful words of Rabbi Dana when she attended 
Jack's Bris. Her presence meant the world to me.  

It's very difficult to affect a change in the mindset of a 
large community. There were still men who would not 
start services unless ten men were present. Many men 
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RECORDINGS ARE OFFERED AS 

WELL AS “FRESHEN UP”  

SESSIONS. 

and women were just very strongly rooted in their 
upbringings and chose not to take  
advantage of the changes. When asked to daven or 
have an aliyah, many women who I knew were 
more than capable, who I had listened to as they 
taught both boys and girls for their Bar and Bat 
Mitzvahs chose not to step forward. Their reasons 
are their own, but I certainly would want to hope 
that they were not held back by fear of being made 
uncomfortable.  

I think this is one of the reasons Temple Beth Sha-
lom fits my life and beliefs so well. Walk into our 
synagogue on a Saturday morning and look for the 
conclave of elder males who run most services. 
You won't find it. Temple Beth Shalom Saturday 
morning services are run by women who know 
more about the service than almost anyone. Most of 
our torah readers are women (and we keep getting 
more of them), the voices we hear raised to praise 
G-d are altos and sopranos, keeping us in tune and 
together in our prayers.  

At TBS, women gabbais are the norm. A woman 
president of the synagogue is not considered  
anything unusual. The Board of Trustees, is  
comprised of people who show devotion,  
concern and commitment; the ability to get the job 
done is the priority, not gender.  

TBS is about inclusion. While I've spent this article 
writing about men and women, I'd be  
remiss to not mention all of the other  
inclusivity's of our synagogue: "TBS welcomes all 
races, religions, children interfaith families,  
individuals with special needs and LGBTQ  
individuals." While this comes from the TBS  
website, I think the amazing thing is that we  
really mean it. From Rabbi Sarah, down through 
the Board of Trustees, to the teachers, the staff and 
the congregants - People who come to TBS are  
included. They are not left out. The feeling from a 
new person's perspective is amazing as people 
come up to you, introduce themselves and welcome 
you. The opportunity to experience Judaism is 
available to everyone equally. They just need to 
embrace it.   

 

While I joke that more women should do Hagbah 
with our oversized Torah, it's an uplifting moment 
when the smaller Torah is held overhead proudly 
and with great strength showing the passages just 
read and the person lfting the Torah is not male. It's 
a reminder to me that the rites of Judaism are for 
all. 
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Religious School News By Libby Spitzer 

In the song “Tradition” from Fid-
dler on the Roof, Tevye sang about 
the ways our traditions are handed 
down from generation to genera-
tion, l’dor vador. Although the 
word tradition conjures up defini-
tions of the past, it can also evoke 
thoughts of the present and future.  
What traditions can we pass on to 
our children and grandchildren to-
day that will become their tradi-

tions to pass on in turn?  As Conservative Jews, we 
celebrate our past customs and rituals and weave them 
into our modern day lives.  As a family we can create 
new traditions which reflect how we live today while 
still adhering to Jewish law (halacha).  Traditional hol-
iday celebrations are a wonderful way to remember 
our past. Combining traditional customs with new 
ones during our Jewish holiday observances can create 
a more personal and meaningful understanding of the 
holiday.  

Our emoji theme Purim Carnival this year provides a 
fun modern twist to the ancient custom of dressing in 
costume on Purim. For some cool emoji costumes ide-
as, check out  Pinterest. https://www.pinterest.com/
explore/emoji-costume/ In addition to traditional ha-
mantaschen, we can bake amazing variations on both 
the fillings and the dough such as Nutella, lemon curd, 
and delicious savory options which can be served as 
hors d’oeuvres.  For “32 Crazy Hamantaschen” look 
no further than this link:  https://www.buzzfeed.com/
marcelle/crazy-hamantaschen-flavors-for-purim or 
create your own! 

During Passover, many elements of the sensory expe-
rience of the holiday are on the seder plate. Families 
today can substitute new foods for the traditional ones 
on the Seder plate that also symbolize tears, mortar, 
sacrifice, and new life.  Vegetarians may not feel com-

fortable with a lamb shank (zeroah) on the seder plate 
and may choose to replace it with a roasted beet, for 
example, since the color looks like the blood of the 
sacrifice.  This type of change exemplifies bringing 
new traditions that reflect our modern lives and values.  
Explore new ideas for the Seder plate at this website: 
http://www.thekitchn.com/the-passover-seder-plate-
and-n-48111  

During the Seder, the children are really the true cen-
terpiece of the Passover celebration. In the Haggadah, 
we are instructed to teach them but more importantly 
the children are encouraged to ask questions. Their 
inquisitiveness makes us kvell with pride. Here at 
Temple Beth Shalom Religious School, we are always 
kvelling about our students who are doing much more 
than learning our ancient rituals, values and customs. 
They are given opportunities to think deeply and to 
learn about their past history by asking questions.  In 
this way they apply the lessons learned to their own 
lives and each child can feel like a unique part of the 
wonderful fabric of Jewish life.   

Our roles as “mama” and “papa” in the song 
“Tradition” are somewhat different today than they 
were in Tevye’s time, One constant is that parents 
want the best for their children with the hope that they 
will remember our values and traditions as they be-
come adults. In addition, let’s remember to celebrate 
and encourage their questions as we participate in Jew-
ish life and all of its many traditions new and old.  

Be sure to share your past traditions with your children 
and create new ones together.  In this way, Judaism 
remains strong, vibrant, and woven into our daily 
lives. 

Chag Sameach, 

Libby 

https://www.pinterest.com/explore/emoji-costume/
https://www.pinterest.com/explore/emoji-costume/
https://www.buzzfeed.com/marcelle/crazy-hamantaschen-flavors-for-purim
https://www.buzzfeed.com/marcelle/crazy-hamantaschen-flavors-for-purim
http://www.thekitchn.com/the-passover-seder-plate-and-n-48111
http://www.thekitchn.com/the-passover-seder-plate-and-n-48111
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DON’T MISS . . . Heavy snacks, alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages 
will be served.  

Upcoming B’nei Mitzvah   

Elias Duke March 4
th

 Purim Carnival 

Celia Goldstein April 1
st
 Sunday March 12

th
 11:00am-1:00pm 

  An afternoon of fun for the whole family!  
Enjoy classic carnival games & prizes, face-painting, 

and more! 

Gan Classes 9:45-11:15am Lunch will be served 

Sunday March 12
th

 $5/child 

Sunday April 2
nd

 Religious School Dismissal at 11:00am. 

Sunday April 23
rd

 Parents please join your children at the Carnival at 
11:00am. 

  Costumes are encouraged for both celebrations!  

Shabbat Chavaya 9:00am-noon Passover Matzah Baking and Nature Program 

Saturday March 18
th

 Sunday March 26
th

 during Religious School 

Saturday April 22
nd

 A morning learning about Passover 

Students in 3
rd

 – 7
th

 grade experience Shabbat at 
TBS 

with Environmental Educator Jonathan Billig and 
Libby 

followed by a delicious Kiddush lunch   

No Religious School Sunday March 19
th

 Passover Model Seder 

and Sunday April 23
rd

 for 1
st
 – 7

th
 graders Wednesday April 5

th
 

  During Religious School, students will lead and 
participate 

Purim Hamanstachen Baking in this exemplary experiential learning event! 

Sunday March 5
th

   

Students will bake yummy hamanstaschen during Reli-
gious School 

Passover 

  Monday April 10
th

 – Tuesday April 18
th 

Purim Celebration No Religious School this week 

Saturday March 11
th

 7:00pm School resumes Wednesday April 19
th

 

Religious School Purim play, rocking  Megillah read-
ing, 

  

with a dance party to follow (DJ'd by our own Cara 
Bowden)! 

Second Night Passover Community Seder 

Heavy snacks, alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages 
will be served.  

Tuesday April 11
th

 

    

Purim Hamanstachen Baking Gan Family Torah Program 

Sunday March 5
th

 Sunday April 23
rd

 

Students will bake yummy hamanstaschen during Reli-
gious School 

Parents and their children will create their very 
own Torah! 

    

Purim Celebration Religious School Yom Ha’atzmaut Program 

Saturday March 11
th

 7:00pm Sunday April 30
th

 

Religious School Purim play, rocking  Megillah read-
ing, 

Students will celebrate Israel’s Independence Day 
with songs and treats! 

with a dance party to follow (DJ'd by our own Cara 
Bowden)! 
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From Sisterhood By Robin Kushner 

What do you do on a cold 
Saturday night in the 
winter?  Come to a sisterhood 
event and share wine with 
friends!!.  This February 
sisterhood held their second wine 
tasting gathering.  This year we 
held a contest.  We invited 
congregants to bring their 

favorite red or white wine.  Everyone had a chance to 
test the selections and when the votes were tallied we 
had two winners. I must say there was some gossip 
that the event was rigged but in the end it was decided 
that the winners just had good taste. It was either that 
or it was divine intervention.  The winner of the white 
wine tasting was our own Rabbi Sarah and the red 
wine winner was Steve Bettman.  Let's see if next 
year the winners can hold their trophy or will they 

have to pass the winning title onto someone else. 

In January we also had our third annual Regifting 
party.  Some of the fabulous gifts received were wine 
glasses, serving bowls, scarves and candy 
dishes.  You never know what you might pick 
out.  One person's regifting can be someone else's 
treasure.   

If you haven't marked your calendar yet do so now 
and come to our Woman of the Year luncheon on 
Sunday, March 29th at 1 pm.  We will be 
honoring Melody Weismann and all that she has done 
for our synagogue.   

The year is not yet over... there is more on the 
calendar.  Come join sisterhood and all of our 
wonderful events that we have planned for the 
remainder of the year. 

SISTERHOOD REGIFTING PARTY 
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Sisterhood Wine Tasting Contest 
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Elias George Duke 
Yonah Ben Chasha Freida 

March 4, 2017 

Elias is a seventh grader at 
George Fischer Middle School 
and has always had a lifelong 
love of learning.  A self-described 

geek, Elias has collected dozens and dozens of books 
about facts, trivia and everything in-between. 
Throughout his middle school years he has achieved 
high honor roll status and is taking accelerated classes 
in math and English. Elias has been elected as a  
Government Organization representative for the past 
three years and is also a Safe Schools Ambassador.  
He recently joined the Chess Club and loves every  
minute of it. 

Elias enjoys participating in the annual Battle of the 
Books competition. As a member of the Patterson  
Library team for the past several years, he has taken 
part in the fast-paced literary trivia competition against 
teams from twenty-five other libraries culminating in a 
final competition each fall. 

While Elias’ parents are obviously very proud of him 
for his grades, his determination and his successes, 
they are most proud of the person Elias is. He is a  
genuine diplomat who listens to  and hears those 
around him and steps in when he feels he should. He 
does not tolerate anyone being mean to another and he 
always thinks before reacting, showing a maturity well 

beyond his years. He is kind and he is funny and he 
has an unbending moral code that has long been 
shaped by his faith.   

Sandwiched right in between his brothers Asher and 
Dagan, Elias is the quintessential middle child. His 
brothers have helped him learn independence,  
diplomacy, how to fight, how to make up and how to 
do it all over again.  

This summer, Elias will be attending Columbia  
University’s tech camp where he will learn  to code 
and build his own laptop. Elias is especially excited to 
take this course since he aspires to someday attend  
Columbia University, and even though his parents 
can’t quite accept the reality that he will someday 
grow up, they wish him all the best in his endeavors.  

Elias has strong roots in Judaism, from the love of  
religion instilled in him from birth by his grandfather, 
to attending weekly services regularly throughout his 
thirteen years, and even suffering through Hebrew 
school year after year (to which even Elias admits he 
has many happy memories).  He has grown up with 
and created lasting friendships with so many of his 
peers at TBS. It is his parents’ hope that Judaism  
continues to support and guide Elias throughout his 
life.  

Elias will be celebrating with his family and friends at 

the Ethan Allen Hotel in Danbury Connecticut on 

March 4, 2017. 

Bar Mitzvah—Elias Duke 

Bat Mitzvah—Celia Goldstein 

Celia Goldstein 

April 1, 2017 

Celia Rose Goldstein, daughter of 
Lillian and Dan, will become a bat 

mitzvah on April 1st at Temple Beth Shalom. She will 
read Torah from Parashat Vayikra. Celia is a seventh 
grader at Mahopac Middle School. CeCe loves her 
family and friends and has a great deal of compassion 
for people in need. For her bat mitzvah project, Celia 
is doing a fundraiser through Appelbee's in Brewster 

for the pediatric cancer foundation. 

She is also participating in feeding the homeless and 
making comfort pillows to benefit patients at Northern 
Westchester Hospital. She is excited to celebrate her 
Bat Mitzvah with family and friends and looks  
forward to having her Grandmothers, Libby and Ann 
attend. Libby, from Puerto Rico, will be celebrating a 
milestone birthday in April. Celia is dedicating her Bat 
Mitzvah to Saul Goldstein, her beloved grandfather 
who is no longer with us. 
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It has  certainly been a very busy start 
to 2017 for the Ritual Committee (RC). 

I hope everybody had a chance to  
enjoy  Cantor Jake at our musical  
Friday night for Shabbat Shira and Tu  
B'Shevat. 

Now we are heading into a very busy time in the 
Calendar . We start with the Purim Weekend 

of March 11-12. There is going to be a fun filled  
Megillah reading  on Saturday night with our  
Hebrew School children participating.  Our Theme 
this year is EMOJI's!!! So come dressed as your  
favorite one!!! Then on Sunday morning we have 
our annual  Purim Carnival. 

As soon as the Purim festivities are finished , we go 
right into the"cleaning" preparations for 
Peasch.  Passover this year starts on Monday night, 
April 10th with the first Seder. Look for mailings 
and e-mails about the Community Seder (second 
night) on April  11th led by our very own Rabbi  

Sarah. At the second Seder we begin the  counting of 
the Omer which culminates with Shavuot. 

Stay tuned for info on our Yom HaShoah  
Remembrance on April 23rd. 

Last but certainly NOT least we look forward to the 
beginning of  our wonderful B'nai Mitzvot season .  I 
would like to extend a  Mazel Tov to Eli Duke 
(3-4-17) and Celia Goldstein(4-1-17) and their  
families as they celebrate this wonderful  
achievement in the Jewish Life Cycle. I hope  
everybody will come to services and share in the Joy 
of these wonderful Simchas. 

In closing I want to wish everyone a Festive Purim 
and a Zeisen Pesach. As we  say at the end of the 
Seder "Leshanah Haba'ah b'Yerushalayim—Next 
Year in Jerusalem!!!" 

Shalom, 

Eddie  

Ritual News By Eddie Lapa 

EREV PESAH SIYUM 
The sunrise to sunset ta'anit (fast) bekhorim (of the firstborn), which occurs on the day before Passover, is the only 
fast that applies to just a segment of the community: all males who are the firstborn children in their families (if the 
firstborn child is female, the first son born after her is not obligated). 
 
There is a widely practiced exemption: On the principle that fasting is prohibited on a joyous occasion, Judaism  
allows for anyone who attends a religious feast to forego fasting. It is customary to hold a celebratory meal on the 
completion of study of a tractate of rabbinic literature, called a siyyum (conclusion). So the sages initiated the practice 
of studying the end of a tractate after morning services on Erev Pesach followed by a celebratory meal.  
 
At 9:00 am Monday, April 10th, the firstborn in each family (and anyone else who is interested) is invited to the  
Siyum B’khorim, led by Rabbi Sarah. We’ll study Torah and enjoy breakfast together in the Oy Vey Café. 
 
 
Is it Kosher for Passover? 

Passover has its own special rules of kashrut.  On Pesach, Jews are forbidden from owning or consuming hametz 
(flour, food or drink made from the prohibited species of leavened grain: wheat, oats, barley, rye or spelt).  The  
Rabbinical Assembly’s Passover guide is a terrific resource about keeping kosher for Passover:  
rabbinicalassembly.org/pesah-guide 

While historically, most Ashkenazic authorities have added the following foods (kitniyot) to the above list: rice, corn, 
millet, legumes (beans and peas; however, string beans are permitted), last year the Committee on Jewish Law and 
Standards has ruled that kitniyot are acceptable for consumption by Ashkenazi Jews.  For more information on the 
CJLS ruling: http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/2011-2020/Levin-
Reisner-Kitniyot.pdf 

BEDIKAT HAMETZ 

http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/2011-2020/Levin-Reisner-Kitniyot.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/2011-2020/Levin-Reisner-Kitniyot.pdf
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TO SELL YOUR HAMETZ 

The Torah prohibits the ownership of hametz (flour, food or drink made from the prohibited species of leavened 
grain: wheat, oats, barley, rye or spelt) during Pesah. Ideally we burn or remove all hametz from our premises 
which may be affected by donations to a local food pantry.  In some cases, however, this would cause prohibitive 
financial loss. In such cases, we arrange for the sale of the hametz to a non-Jew and its repurchase after Pesah.  
You can arrange for this sale of your Hametz by sending the following form to Rabbi Sarah at the Temple office 
no later than Thursday, April 6th. 

It is customary to include a donation to provide Maot Hittin funds for Passover supplies for the needy.  Please 
make checks payable to Temple Beth Shalom which will contribute to maot hittin on everyone’s behalf. 

__________________________________________________ 

Temple Beth Shalom 
790 Route 6 
Mahopac, New York 10541 

Dear Rabbi Sarah Freidson: 

Please act as my agent for this sale of any hametz on my premises. 

Name________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________ 

Enclosed is my contribution to sell my hametz. 

BEDIKAT HAMETZ 

One of the required holiday ceremonies is Bedikat Hametz, searching for leaven. On the night before the first  
seder, Sunday, April 9th, we conduct a candle-lit search through our home to ensure that no hametz is still present. 
It is a brief ceremony in which the entire family can and should participate. 

1. Make sure that all hametz has been removed or locked away with the exception of what will be needed for the 
morning. 

2. Carefully hide some crumbs of bread. This is to insure that the blessing and the ceremony will not be performed 
in vain. 

3. Take a candle, a feather or brush, and a box or cloth for the crumbs, and recite this blessing: 

Baruch Ata Adonai, Eloheynu Melekh haolam asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu al biur hametz. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has sanctified us with the commandments and  
commanded us to remove all leaven. 

4. Perform the search and gather up all the crumbs. Tie them in a bundle which will be burned the next morning.  
Feel free to (safely) burn it on your own. 

5. Recite the following: All manner of leaven which is in my possession, that I have not seen or removed shall be 
annulled and void of any ownership and considered as the dust of the earth. (The Aramaic for this can be found in 
the front of your Haggadah.).6. On Monday, April 10th, at or before 10:00 am, burn the leaven and recite the  
formula below: 

All manner of leaven which is in my possession, that I have seen or not seen, that I have removed or not removed, 
that I have destroyed or not destroyed shall be annulled and void of my ownership and considered as the dust 
of the earth. 

(The Aramaic for this can be found in the front of your Haggadah.) 
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My husband Bruce and I love to have people over to 
our home. We especially love to feed them delicious 
home cooked food, which is why we knew instantly 
that we wanted to participate in TBS's new program, 
Guess Who's Coming to Shabbas. 

After hearing about the program back in November, I 
approached Wendy Greenberg to tell her that we 
wanted to host. Wendy and I met over a cup of tea at 
TBS to discuss the details. The premise of the pro-
gram seemed pretty straight forward – invite mem-
bers of TBS that you don't know or don't know well 
to your home for a Shabbas meal. The synagogue 
provides you with a bag of goodies – Shabbas can-
dles, challah, the prayers, and trigger questions to 
generate interesting conversation. All we had to do 
was prepare a meal and invite people to our home. 

Since we've been members of the synagogue for just 
under two years and are still getting to know “who's 
who,” my biggest stumbling block was who to invite. 

As I looked through the list of members and mulled 
over this question...Wendy suddenly asked me, “Why 
don't you come to our home for Shabbas dinner? 
Then you can see what it's like and feel more com-
fortable inviting others to your house next month.” 

How could I refuse such a generous offer? I accept-
ed the invitation, and on a rainy winter evening in 
December, Bruce, Jakob, and I went to the  
Greenberg's for Shabbas dinner. 

It was a lovely evening filled with good food and 
great conversation. One of the things I loved the 
most was that the families that attended came from 
different backgrounds and had kids of different gen-
ders and ages. And we had bonded so nicely over 
dinner that the next day, many of us sat next to each 
other at Saturday afternoon lunch at TBS. 

When it came time for us to host in February, I once 
again looked through the list of members and decided 
on a few families to invite. In the end we ended up 
having over a lovely couple, Glenn and Nancy Sapir. 
I had met Glenn through my involvement on the lis-
tening campaign and wanted to get to know him  
better. Nancy and I had never met but I was sure 
she'd be just as nice as her husband. 

We had a wonderful evening together. When they 
arrived, my three-year-old son Jakob excitedly invit-
ed Glenn to his bedroom to show him all of his ac-
tion figures. Glenn sat down on the floor to play with 
Jakob. Since Jakob's grandparents don't live nearby, 
it was so sweet to see them together. 

We had a little wine and ate some appetizers. Then 
we moved to the dining room to say blessings over 
the candles, wine, and challah. We ate a lovely meal 
together. I even included some of my family recipes: 
my mom's matzo ball soup and dad's kasha  
varnishkes. 

We found unexpected connections, like Bruce and 
Glenn's mutual love of fishing (yes, they hope to go 
out on the lake together this summer) and a family 
connection of Nancy’s in my hometown of  
Minneapolis. 

But my favorite part of the evening happened when 
we were about to say goodnight. As Glenn and Nancy 
put on their coats and got ready to head out the door, 
Jakob suddenly said “Bye, Gampa (grandpa),  
Bye Nanna (grandma).” 

Again, since neither my mother nor Bruce's parents 
live close by, I was truly touched by my son's words. 
Yes, Jakob now has an expanded family at 
TBS...thanks to a wonderful Shabbas night at our 
home with newfound friends. 

Expanding our Shabbas Table, Expanding our Family  By Rachel Jurisz 
Reprinted with permission from Temple Times, March/April 2014 



Page  18                                                             TEMPLE TIMES                            March/April 2017 



Adar II/Nisan/Iyar  5777                             TEMPLE TIMES                                                     Page  19  



Page  20                                                             TEMPLE TIMES                            March/April 2017 

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow”, actually a song about the Jews of Europe 

and the Holocaust 

By Rabbi Richard Rosenberg (Edison, NJ) 

(Submitted by Jeff Roberts) 

At the 2014 Oscars, they celebrated the 75th 

anniversary of the release of the “Wizard of Oz” by 

having Pink sing “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”, 

with highlights from the film in the background. But 

what few people realized, while listening to that 

incredible performer singing that unforgettable song, 

is that the music is deeply embedded in the Jewish 

experience. 

But perhaps the most poignant song to emerge out of 

the mass exodus from Europe was "Somewhere Over 

the Rainbow". The lyrics were written by Yip 

Harburg, the youngest of four children born to 

Russian-Jewish immigrants. His real name was 

Isidore Hochberg, and he grew up in a Yiddish-

speaking, Orthodox Jewish home in New York. The 

song's music was written by Harold Arlen, also a 

cantor's son. His real name was Hyman Arluck, and 

his parents were from Lithuania. 

Hochberg and Arluck wrote "Somewhere Over the 

Rainbow," which was voted the 20th century's No. 1 

song by the Recording Industry Association of 

America and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

In writing it, the two men reached deep into their 

immigrant Jewish consciousness — framed by the 

pogroms of the past and the Holocaust about to 

happen — and wrote an unforgettable melody set to 

near prophetic words. Read the lyrics in their Jewish 

context and suddenly the words are no longer about 

wizards and Oz, Jewish survival: 

"Somewhere over the rainbow / Way up high / There's 

a land that I heard of / Once in a lullaby.Somewhere 

over the rainbow / Skies are blue / And the dreams 

that you dare to dream / Really do come 

true.Someday I'll wish upon a star / And wake up 

where the clouds are far behind me.Where troubles 

melt like lemon drops / Away above the chimney 

tops / That's where you'll find me.Somewhere over the 

rainbow / Bluebirds fly.Birds fly over the 

rainbow.Why then, oh why can't I?If happy little 

bluebirds fly / Beyond the rainbow / Why, oh why 

can't I?" 

The Jews of Europe could not fly. They could not 

escape beyond the rainbow. Harburg was almost 

prescient when he talked about wanting to fly like a 

bluebird away from the "chimney tops." In the post-

Auschwitz era, chimney tops have taken on a whole 

different meaning than the one they had at the 

beginning of 1939 because the Nazis had not yet 

created the crematoriums and gas chambers that they 

used during the Holocaust. 

Pink's mom is Judith Kugel. She's Jewish of 

Lithuanian background. As Pink was belting the 

Harburg/Arlen song from the stage at the Academy 

Awards, I wasn't thinking about the movie. I was 

thinking about Europe's lost Jews and the immigrants 

to America. 

I then was struck by the irony that for 2,000 years, the 

land that the Jews heard of "once in a lullaby" was 

not America, but Israel. The remarkable thing would 

be that less than 10 years after "Somewhere Over the 

Rainbow" was published, the exile was over, and the 

State of Israel was reborn. Perhaps the "dreams that 

you dare to dream really do come true." 
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L’Hitraot to my Temple Beth Shalom Congregants and Rabbi Sarah By Jeff Roberts 

As many of you know, I will be moving to  

Wilmington, North Carolina in early March. I leave 

with mixed emotions because I have made so many 

good friends over the years.  My life has been greatly 

enriched by the kindness, love and encouragement 

the congregation has shown me, of course the love 

you had shown my Mom.   I will always be grateful 

for the many friends I have made along the way and 

the wonderful memories I take with me.  You’ll also 

have memories of my sense of humor (I hope), and 

my love of singing many parts of the service,  

sometimes as loud as being able to “crumble the 

walls of Jericho”. :- ) .   

Last, but very, very, far from least, I want to thank 

Rabbi Sarah for her wisdom, inspiring words of  

enlightenment, knowledge of Torah, love, joy, sup-

port, especially when my Mom was ill, sense of  

humor, putting up with my jokes, Minnesota accent, 

(she’ll deny it, LOL,) and of course for being a  

first-class mensch!    

I am moving to a new development in Wilmington, 

and five houses away from me is the Conservative 

female rabbi of the Wilmington congregation!  Wait 

until she has to deal with my shenanigans. I will also 

be continuing my travel business in North Carolina.  

My new address is 546 Esthwaite Drive, Leland, NC, 

28451.  My cell phone is 914-610-8060 and my  

e-mail is Joshin914@aol.com,  

or JeffRoberts@CruisePlanners.com 

With warm memories and gratitude to all, 

Jeff 
 

Palermo, Sicily To Get First Synagogue in 500 Years By Jeff Roberts 

The Roman Catholic Church in Palermo is giving the 

Jewish community ownership of part of a church and 

monastery complex built atop the ruins of a medieval 

synagogue. 

The move is being viewed as a gesture of  

reconciliation more than 500 years after the  

expulsion of Jews from Sicily.The church will  

finance renovations in the space to create a new  

synagogue and Jewish heritage center for the several 

dozen Jews who now live in the city. 

The donated space is the Oratory of Santa Maria del 

Sabato, in the lower part of the building under the 

church complex of San Nicola da Tolentino, Rabbi 

Pierpaolo Pinhas Punturello told JTA. 

Punturello is the emissary to Sicily of Shavei Israel, 

an organization that focuses on outreach to Jews who 

have lost connection to their Jewish roots and I 

dentity, including “bnei anusim,” or the descendants 

of Jews forced to convert to Catholicism under  

Spanish rule. Based in Israel, he serves as Palermo’s 

rabbi, traveling once a month to the city. 

The handover will take place during a conference on 

January 12 — the anniversary of the expulsion of 

Jews from Sicily by Spanish rulers in 1493. Shavei 

Israel’s founder and chair, Michael Freund, who 

played a key role in arranging the donation of the 

space, will be among the conference speakers. 

Palermo’s archbishop, Corrado Lorefice, is  

transferring ownership of the space under the terms 

of the Italian “comodato d’uso gratuito,” an  

arrangement comparable to a free leasehold. There is 

no formal Jewish community in Palermo; the owners 

of the space will be a local cultural and educational 

organization, the Sicilian Institute of Jewish Studies-

the Istituto Siciliano di Studi Ebraici, or ISSE, which 

is affiliated with Shavei Israel. 

mailto:Joshin914@aol.com
mailto:JeffRoberts@CruisePlanners.com
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Buy A Brass Memorial Plaque 

You may sponsor as many seats or rows as you wish 

Put them near where you or your friends usually sit 

Each 2" x 4" Brass Seat Plaque costs $180.00  

Each 3" x 5" Brass Row Plaque costs $360.00 

TBS Teens by Zoe Yellen 

TBS Teens kicked off the new year with some great 
Israel programming. Our teens learned about life in 
Israel and heard from some Israeli soldiers about 
their experiences. We will continue to learn more 
Israel programming throughout the remaining 
months of the school year. 

Our next big event will be the PURIM CARNIVAL 
on Sunday March 12th. We will have our first  
planning meeting for it on Sunday February 26th at 
11:30AM, right before our final Hanging Out in  
Hebrew class. We will also have our monthly  
planning meeting conference call on Thursday 
March 2nd at 7:30PM. All teens are encouraged to 
join us for the planning meetings in order to share 
ideas and learn more about our fun programming! 
Kadima programming for middle school 

students, will start up in 2017 as well! We’re excited 
to show you all what TBS Teens has to offer. 

BUT there’s great programming for our teens 
that branches outside of TBS’s 

doors as well! WJTLI offers our teens a chance to 
continue their Jewish education through experiential 
classes with teens from other local synagogues. We 
are just completing our current round of class,  
entitled H anging Out in Hebrew. TBS Teens and 
others learned about life in the promised land and 
picked up some Hebrew in the process! 

Temple Beth Shalom is part of the METNY region 
of USY, or United Synagogue Youth. 

This youth group provides opportunities throughout 
the school year and the summer for Jewish teens 
from around the state (and the country as well!) to 
learn, grow, and play together. Programs range from 
community service based, educational overnights, 
even Dodgeball tournaments and trips to Six Flags. 
We would love to have our teens from TBS get  
involved, so please reach out if you’re interested or 
have any questions! 

AND for those of you that are Kadima (6th and 7th 
grade), we will be posting information about an  
upcoming program in March! Look out for e-mails 
and get excited!!! 

With TBS Teens, we aim to foster a passion for  
Judaism in our children. To instill this important 
sense of community, love, and happiness. Through 
education, leadership, and fun--our teens will have 
the chance to use skills that they might not  
necessarily have access to in their day-to-day a 
ctivities at school. Perhaps, they’ll tap into a new 
passion or flex a muscle they already use. There’s 
only positive opportunities and experiences that 
await! I’m always looking to hear more about what 
the teens are looking to accomplish and what you 
hope they can gain as well, so please feel free to 
reach out to me anytime at 
tbsteens@tbsmahopac.org . 

Sincerely, 

Zoe Yellen, Youth Advisor 
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Contributions   (December 1, 2016—January 31, 2017) 

Benevolent Outreach  
Michael & Robin Kushner   
Joel & Wendy Greenberg In memory of 
Joseph (Poppy) Occhiogrossi 

General Fund  
Howard & Naomi Garrell   
Allen & Marlene Hochberg   
Gordon Kalmanson   
Ellen Lever  Julia Homelsky 
David & Lynn Michaels   
Ralph & Siobhan Musollino   
Ron & Anita Salomon   
Adam Semegran & Lan Pham   
Ralph & Eleanor Small   
Jeff & Sharon Feldman In honor of  
Joel and Wendy Greenberg 
Jeff & Sharon Feldman In honor of  
Ron & Marilyn Arsham 
Allen & Marlene Hochberg In honor of 
David & Lynn Michaels 
Jake & Alissa Luxemburg In honor of 
Rabbi Sarah and Gary & Patti Chattman's 
45th Wedding Anniversary 
Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In honor of Maya Cerise Solar -Greco 
David Goldberg  
In memory of Jacob Goldberg 
David Goldberg  
In memory of Edith Goldberg 
David Goldberg  
In memory of Harriet  Goldberg 
Gary & Susan Loewenberg  
In memory of Tom Lotrecchiano 
Gary & Susan Loewenberg  
In memory of Helen Rubinstein 
Gary & Susan Loewenberg In memory of 
Joseph (Poppy) Occhiogrossi 
David & Lynn Michaels  
In memory of Frances Michaels 
David & Lynn Michaels  
In memory of Joseph Occiogrossi 
David & Lynn Michaels  
In memory of Harold M Michaels 
Larry & Shirl Rubin  
In memory of Chana (Ann) Lubliner 
Harvey & Cindy Teplitsky  
In memory of Ann and Bernie Teplitsky 
Ira & Melody Weisman  
In memory of Morris Kaplan 

Heating Oil Fund  
Allan & Sharon Gunzburg  
In memory of Grandfather Jack Green 

Library Fund  
Rosalyn Mitzner   

Prayer Book Fund  
Richard & Susan Chavis  
In memory of Patrick Holahan 

Rabbi's Fund  
Allen & Marlene Hochberg  
In memory of Bernard Hendler 
Ann Koblenz  
In memory of Morris Pomerantz 
Ann Koblenz  
In memory of Seymour Hartman 
Mary Palmer  
In memory of Joseph Occiogrossi 
Marge Pollack  
In memory of  
Joseph (Poppy) Occhiogrossi 

Religious School Fund  
David & Sharon Volkman  
In honor of Bar Mitzvah of Evan Volkman 
Libby Spitzer In memory of  
Father Marvin Heller Moshe Leib Ben 
Batya v David 
David & Sharon Volkman  
In memory of Leah Feuerstein 

Ritual Fund  
Ralph & Yvonne Horowitz In memory of 
Joseph (Poppy) Occhiogrossi 

Shabbat Luncheon Sponsors  
Ira & Melody Weisman In memory of  
my grandfather, Morris Kaplan 
Marc Pekowsky & Ivy Blum  
In honor of Ivy Blum and Aiden &  
Maxwell Wapnick-Gonzalez 
Joseph & Judith Occhiogrossi In memory 
of Joseph (Poppy) Occhiogrossi and Wil-
liam Lichtman 

Shalom Kids/PJ Library Fund  
Jeffrey & Bernice Guest   

Sisterhood Woman of the Year  
In honor of Melody Weisman  

Glen Sapir  
David & Lynn Michaels  
Ira Weisman  
Allen & Marlene Hochberg  
Lenore Kaplan 
Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
Mary Palmer 
Bernie & Iris Trachtenberg  
Burton & Leni Welte  
Arthur & Susan Rebell 

Tzedakah Fund  
Richard Kaplan   
Maxine Berlin In memory of  
Meyer Berliner 
Herbert & Elaine Bessen In memory of 
Doris Zemel 
Herbert & Elaine Bessen  
In memory of Phyllis Freedland 

Brett & Cara Bowden  
In memory of Deborah Bowden 
Lisa Falcone In memory of Harry Rettig 
Howard & Naomi Garrell  
In memory of Aunt Leona Garrell 
David Goldberg  
In memory of Edith Goldberg 
Diane Goldstein  
In memory of Joseph Lipins 
Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In memory of Ruth Weiss 
Bernard & Myrna Holzman  
In memory of Sarah Holzman 
Kenneth & Zila Koswener  
In memory of Feivish & Genya Zac 
Joyce Lasker  
In memory of William Feibus 
Joyce Lasker  
In memory of Kenneth Feibus 
Linda Lehman In memory of Ira Meyer 
Linda Lehman  
In memory of Rose Weissman 
Linda Lehman  
In memory of Blanche Lehman 
Linda Lehman In memory of  
Mary Goldberg 
Gerald Leibman In memory of  
Beloved father, Abraham Leibman 
Marvin Lidsky  
In memory of Rose and Harry  Lidsky 
Mark & Patrice Liff  
In memory of Elias Feldman 
Shirley Motola  
In memory of Fannie Padva 
Barry & Gail Plaut  
In memory of Libby Seiden 
Barry & Gail Plaut  
In memory of Brenda Seiden 
William & Dale Raefski  
In memory of Sylvia 
Bennett & Anne Schwartz  
In memory of Samuel Marritt 
Lois Siegel In memory of Charles Siegel 
Lois Siegel In memory of Max Dreier 
Alvin & Linda Silbert  
In memory of Ann Bress 
Steven & Jeanne Toovell  
In memory of Treitek Steinlauf 
Steven & Jeanne Toovell  
In memory of Edith Steinlauf 
Ira & Regina Uffer  
In memory of Yetta & Seymour Uffer 

Yom Kippur Appeal  
Diane Goldstein   
Howard & Rochelle Hammer   
Kenneth & Zila Koswener   
Bernard & Ruth Simon   
Richard & Carol Zager   
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Schedule of Services and Candle Lighting Times 

Regular Shabbat Services 
Friday Evenings        8:00 pm  
Saturday Morning  9:45am 

 
Shabbat Chavayah - Sat 9:00am 

 

03/10 
04/22 

 

Candle Lighting 
 

03/03/17   5:29 PM 
03/10/17   5:37 PM 
03/17/17   6:45 PM 
03/24/17   6:53 PM 
03/31/17   7:00 PM 

 

 

04/07/17   7:08 PM 
04/10/17   7:11 PM 
04/14/17   7:15 PM 
04/16/17   7:18 PM 
04/21/17   7:23 PM 
04/28/17   7:31 PM 
05/05/17   7:38 PM 
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NEW TBS BENEVOLENT OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS……….. 

The goal of the BOC is to provide support to temple members (and  
families) who are either seriously ill or grieving the loss of a close  

family member 

 

Please consider adding your name to our volunteer list to assist with 
occasional transporting/delivering of meals to grieving families or those 

affected by serious illness. 

 

Adding your name to a volunteer list means you may be occasionally 
called upon to assist with a meal pick-up and/or delivery, or perhaps a 

home visit 

 

There is no commitment required to becoming part of the Benevolent 
Outreach Committee/Volunteer Pool.....it is our goal to have sufficient 
“back-up” established to address any requirements/needs our affected 

families may have 

 

Please consider becoming a TBS Outreach Volunteer!   

Contact Bev Petrone via email ccodlight@comcast.net  
or cell 914-262-1103  

 

Community * Cooperation * Caring 

 

mailto:ccodlight@comcast.net
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 Mar 01 
Joshua Gershman 
 Mar 02 
Angela Gold 
Zoe Leviner 
Eli Leviner 
 Mar 03 
Kanna Wohl 
 Mar 05 
Celia Goldstein 
 Mar 06 
Ellen Freebern 
 Mar 07 
Elizabeth Ferszt 
Miller 
 Mar 08 
Joseph Freebern 
Jordan Katz 
 Mar 09 
Sam Gold 
 Mar 10 
Gail Plaut 
Rachel Singh 
 Mar 11 
Jeffrey Guest 
 Mar 12 
Andy Philip 

 Mar 13 
Amiram Ranani 
 Mar 14 
Steven Stochel 
 Mar 15 
Michael Doherty 
Marc Kandel 
 Mar 16 
Scott Markman 
 Mar 17 
Alan Belsky 
 Mar 18 
Howard Hammer 
 Mar 21 
Jessica Zager 
 Mar 23 
Michelle Kushner 
Ariel Simon 
 Mar 24 
Jennifer Lomas 
Jeffrey Roberts 
Sarah Shectman 
 Mar 25 
Daniel Philip 
Phyllis Solar 
 Mar 27 
Jennifer Bates 

 Mar 28 
Amy Solar-Doherty 
 Mar 29 
Gary Loewenberg 
Karen Savir 
 Mar 30 
Rebecca Peikes 
 Apr 01 
Bruce Singh 
 Apr 03 
Alissa Luxemburg 
Eileen Markman 
Sarah McDermott 
 Apr 04 
Joseph Brice 
 Apr 05 
Joel Greenberg 
Judith Occhiogrossi 
 Apr 06 
Bennett Pallant 
 Apr 07 
Melissa Carrillo 
 Apr 08 
Ruby Aday 
 Apr 09 
Nisim Sachakov 
 
 

 Apr 11 
Dagan Duke 
 Apr 12 
Susan Loewenberg 
 Apr 13 
Scott Liff 
April Ljumic 
 Apr 15 
Emily Dancygier 
Abigail Klein 
Hannah Martin 
 Apr 16 
Michael Reich 
 Apr 17 
Jocelyn Peikes 
William Raefski 
 Apr 18 
David Freundlich 
Spencer Rubin 
 Apr 19 
Eric Klee 
Phyllis Nadelhaft 
Richard Zager 
 Apr 20 
Martha Pallant 
Sylvia Philip 
Susan Tuzman 
 

 Apr 22 
Eric Gershman 
 Apr 23 
Glenn Sapir 
 Apr 25 
David Lapa 
Alec Petrone 
Ari Pollack 
Anthony Shaffer 
 Apr 26 
Daniel Katz 
Melody Weisman 
 Apr 27 
Ilene Thompson 
 Apr 28 
Sydney Ende 
 Apr 29 
Susan Katz 
 Apr 30 
Sharon Gunzburg 
Jeanne Toovell 

Yom Huledet Sameakh  

 יום הולדת שמח

March/April 

 
 

Wishing a return to good health to those  
who are ill in our community 

   Mi’sheberach ~רפואה שלמה

Sonia Abrams 
Hilde Abrams 
Chana Leah bat Cecile 
v'Yitzchak Yosef 
Rivkah Esther bat 
Dubbeh v'Moshe Cha'yim 
Rachel Bat Rut 
Judith Bates 
Ro Belsky  
Gershon ben Gitel Drazier 
Shmuel Chaim ben Malki 
Yosel ben Schmuel 
Karen Brice 
Selma Chavis 
Carolann Cistone 
Patricia D'Adamo 

Jean Degl 
Vanessa Deraffele 
LucyBeth Fraser 
Eunice Goldfarb 
Evan  Heller 
Dale  Herman 
Yvonne  Horowitz 
Mitchell  Kaplan 
Barbara Kuperman 
DiChiara 
Ira Lang 
Steven Lederer 
Richard Leopold 
Ari Nachum ben Masha 
Christine Paravaty 
Darren Pinsker 

Lew Rabinowitz 
Fran Rubin 
Marcia Scanlan 
Edward Schaffer 
Abba Shlomo 
Barbara Silverman 
Ora Stochel 
Larry Ticker 
Ofelia Ticker 
Phyllis Ticker 
Lisa Valle 
Joan Weiss 
Helen Werner 

Please notify the office if you or a 
family member is ill or in the 

hospital, so that Rabbi Freidson can 
schedule a visit.  Your phone call is 

greatly appreciated. 

    

Did we miss your birthday? 

Please let us know! 

If you see a name on the  
Mi’Sheberach list who,  

thank G-d, has returned to good 
health, please notify the office at 

office@tbsmahopac.org 
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Co-Editors 

Bernice Guest 
Lynn Michaels 
 

Advertising Editor 
David Michaels 
 
Contributors 
Steve Bettman 
Rachel Jurisz 
Sarah Freidson 
Joel Greenberg 
Wendy Greenberg  
Eddie Lapa 
Robin Kushner 
Jeff Roberts 
Ari Samson 
Libby Spitzer 
Melody Weisman 
Zoe Yeller 
 
 
 

The Temple Beth Shalom 
newsletter is published five times 
per year and is provided by and for 
the membership of the synagogue. 
Neither Temple Beth Shalom, nor 
its members, assumes liability for 
any of the information, opinions or 
suggestions contained herein. 
Articles submitted are subject to 
editing. Contents may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from the Temple office. 
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. Submissions 
can be sent via email in Word or 
Publisher format to:  
Newsletter@TBSMahopac.org.  

Temple Times 

NEXT  
DEADLINE IS  
April 10, 2017 

Newsletter Errors  
Occasionally errors & omissions 
are found in the pages of Temple 
Times. We appreciate being 
notified of any corrections by 
calling the TBS office (845)628-
6133. A newsletter staff member 
will return your call ASAP. The 
temple office is not responsible for 
newsletter content. Many thanks to 
our readers, Temple Times Staff 

 Mar 2 / Adar 4 
 Sylvia Fader 
 Mar 4 / Adar 6 
 Zeller Jacowitz 
 Mar 5 / Adar 7 
 Sylvia Ross 
 Mar 7 / Adar 9 
 Adrienne Kushner 
 Nathan Hartman 
 Edyth Lefferman 
 Mar 8 / Adar 10 
 Kay Silbert 
 Ben Roberts 
 Celia Mendelsohn 
 Mar 9 / Adar 11 
 Stuart Feldman 
 Ronald Pollack 
 Mar 10 / Adar 12 
 David Bashkow 
 Morris Posniak 
 Mar 11 / Adar 13 
 Estelle Koswener 
 Mar 13 / Adar 15 
 Arthur Weisman 
 Stephen Raskob 
 Mar 14 / Adar 16 
 George Toovell 
 Mar 15 / Adar 17 
 Mary Hertz 
 Edna Sapakie 
 Mar 17 / Adar 19 
 George Gidal 
 Frieda Horowitz 
 Mar 18 / Adar 20 
 Mildred Bookman 
 Ida Glasner 
 Mar 19 / Adar 21 
 David Guest 
 Samuel Zager 

 Mar 20 / Adar 22 
 Helen Feldman 
 Mar 21 / Adar 23 
 Morris Negrin 
 Mar 22 / Adar 24 
 Bertram Silbert 
 Mar 24 / Adar 26 
 Marvin Schultz 
 Mar 25 / Adar 27 
 Chedwa Ranani 
 Donald Michelson 
 Mar 26 / Adar 28 
 Max Hammer 
 Morris Tesler 
 Harry Schwartz 
 Charles Bornfriend 
 Mar 28 / Nisan 1 
 Samuel Small 
 Anna Pfursich 
 Mar 30 / Nisan 3 
 Elliot Weinstein 
 Mar 31 / Nisan 4 
 Glenda Lewis 
 Simon Hertz 
 Hilda Gershman 
 Apr 1 / Nisan 5 
 Herman Ecker 
 Apr 2 / Nisan 6 
 Sarah Baskin 
 Meyer Podell 
 Sadie Siegel 
 Apr 4 / Nisan 8 
 Christina Gould 
 Jack Keniston 
 Apr 5 / Nisan 9 
 Belle Feldman 
 Apr 6 / Nisan 10 
 Joseph Garfinkle 
 

 Apr 7 / Nisan 11 
 Philip Corn 
 Apr 9 / Nisan 13 
 Ida Grossman 
 Apr 10 / Nisan 14 
 Shiah Arsham 
 Apr 11 / Nisan 15 
 Lee Lipins 
 Apr 12 / Nisan 16 
 Myron Pollack 
 Apr 13 / Nisan 17 
 Lillian Tesler 
 Apr 15 / Nisan 19 
 Jack Nadelhaft 
 Michael Goldstein 
 Albert Schwartzer 
 Apr 18 / Nisan 22 
 Abram Bress 
 Apr 20 / Nisan 24 
 Fred Spitzer 
 Edath Small 
 Ceil Nadelhaft 
 Apr 24 / Nisan 28 
 Donna Schwartzer 
 Daniel Woolwich 
 Apr 25 / Nisan 29 
 Murray Levine 
 Apr 26 / Nisan 30 
 Samuel Simon 
 Apr 27 / Iyar 1 
 Doris Gunzburg 
 Apr 28 / Iyar 2 
 Sol Gidal 
 Apr 29 / Iyar 3 
 Mendel Gold 

Yahrzeits   
May Their Memory be a Blessing 
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A great new way to donate  
someone else’s money to  

Temple Beth Shalom, without 
changing how you shop. 

To Register go to  

http://tbsmahopac.org/
AmazonSmile.html  

It’s the same Amazon you use all the time! 

http://tbsmahopac.org/AmazonSmile.html
http://tbsmahopac.org/AmazonSmile.html
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1405203
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1405203
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Serving Temple Beth Shalom since 2015 
 

Being GREEN is about caring for the environment and saving  
energy, this is our way of answering to a higher authority.  

This is why Green is the New Kosher™ 
 

914.345.5700  

Heating Oil & Biofuel  
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www.oddac.com 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop! 

Visit the gift shop or contact Gail or Marilyn 

Special Orders are welcome…  
Any special occasion need can be filled 

E-mail them at  
Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org 
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Mention Temple Beth Shalom 
Code AG110 
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Greco Limousine 
Experience and Reliability 
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When you’re planning your next 
Life Event, whether it’s a Wedding, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Buying/Selling 

a home…  
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 

 

A wonderful setting for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
Kosher catering available 

Contact Lisa Woods, Director of Marketing 

lisaw@SalemGoldClub.com or (914) 669-5485 
18 Bloomer Rd, North Salem, NY 10560 

www.SalemGolfClub.org 
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Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY     845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 

GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 
GENTLE DENTAL CARE 

 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 
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DON’T FORGET TO  
 

BUY SCRIP 

PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDERS 
ON THE FIRST SUNDAY  

OF EVERY MONTH. 

THIS IS A WONDERFUL  
AND EASY  

FUNDRAISER FOR  
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM. 

WE THANK THOSE  WHO ARE  
ALREADY PARTICIPATING. 

 
To download a Scrip Order Form,  
go to http://tinyurl.com/tbsscrip 

http://tinyurl.com/tbsscrip
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        
CELL (917) 295-1407 

Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 

Double or  

Triple (!!!) 

  your Donation FREE! 

             

EMPLOYER’S 

MATCHING FUNDS 

PROGRAM 

Your donation could double or triple with-
out any expense to you. Call your Human 

Resources Department or Community  Rela-
tions office and ask about your company’s 

MATCHING FUNDS program. Some 
companies do not match donations to reli-
gious organizations, but some do.  Inquire 

with your HR Representative. 
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