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From Rabbi Sarah’s Desk 

One of the most 
heartbreaking stories in the 
Talmud tells of a silly fight 
between two friends and 
colleagues, Rabbi Yochanan 
and Reish Lakish. Their 
friendship had a rather 
inauspicious 
beginning.  Reish Lakish, a 

bandit, ruffian, and gladiator, tried to rob Rabbi 
Yochanan at knifepoint.   Rabbi Yochanan saw 
potential in him and encouraged him to use his 
intelligence and cunning for good, bringing 
Reish Lakish to the Beit Midrash (study hall) to 
learn Torah.  Reish Lakish became an observant 
Jew and a gifted scholar and rabbi. He married 
Rabbi Yochanan’s sister, and the two men 
began a lifelong friendship as they argued and 
debated the meaning of mitzvot and verses from 
the Torah.  Their teachings are sprinkled 
throughout the Talmud. 

One day, they had a disagreement about a 
minute point—the ritual status of swords, 
knives and daggers.  Rabbi Yochanan snidely 
remarked at Reish Lakish, “A robber 
understands his trade!”  His feelings hurt, Reish 
Lakish lashed out, “What good have you done 
for me?  Among the bandits I was called 
“Master” and here too [among Torah scholars] 
I’m called Master.”  Both of them left feeling 
wounded at the personal attacks. 

Soon after, Reish Lakish fell ill.  His wife, 
Rabbi Yochanan’s sister, begged her brother to 
come to his bedside to heal the rupture in their 
friendship.  Rabbi Yochanan refused.  Shortly 
thereafter, Reish Lakish died.  Rabbi Yochanan 
fell into a deep depression over the loss of his 
friend and his regret at not healing the 
relationship.  He couldn’t find another study 
partner who could debate as well as Reish 
Lakish.  He realized that no one could replace 
his friend. The Talmud tells us that Rabbi 
Yochanan was so distraught, he lost his mind. 

I often use this story to teach about repentance 
and forgiveness, but as I look around at the state 
of American society and the ugliness of our 
political dialogue, I see a different 
message.  Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish 
teach us how to disagree, and the pain and loss 
that occur with name calling and personal 
attacks. 

Judaism encourages debate and argument over 

issues.  It’s one of the ways we seek to 
understand truth.  The adage, “Two Jews, three 
opinions,” gets it right.  Perhaps this is one of 
the gifts that Jewish wisdom has to offer to 
American society today.  We are a deeply 
divided nation.  As a country, we face real 
challenges.  And yet, instead of tackling those 
problems productively, we’ve devolved into 
shouting past each other, name calling, 
mockery, and demonizing the other.  Our 
“conversations” occur in talking points and 
broad generalizations, and lack nuance. This is 
not acceptable and it’s not the Jewish way. 

Judaism teaches us that our words matter.  Just 
as G-d created the world through speech in the 
Book of Genesis, so too our words can create or 
destroy.  Our words can be used to unearth truth 
or to promote lies.  They can be used to build or 
damage, to heal or to harm.  Again and again, 
we are urged by our tradition to use our words 
wisely.  That doesn’t mean we shouldn’t share 
our opinions or speak out against wrong.  Quite 
the contrary!  It means that we recognize the 
power of language and use it well. 

According to Pirkei Avot, a tractate of the 
Mishna, there are two types of arguments: those 
that are “l’shem shamayim/for the sake of 
heaven” and those that are not.  Arguments for 
the sake of heaven are those that seek a higher 
good.  Those that are not are when we try to 
prove we are right or win for the sake of 
winning or seek to harm the other person in the 
process. These types of debate are antithetical to 
Jewish values.  Rabbi Yochanan and Reish 
Lakish made their disagreement personal. Their 
story reminds us that we can debate while still 
promoting community.  We can hold different 
views, and still show up for each other at times 
of struggle and celebration.  A Jewish 
community is stronger because of the diverse 
opinions within, provided those opinions are 
voiced constructively and respectfully.  There is 
no place for name calling, bullying or personal 
attacks.   

It is my fervent wish that our community be a 
model for connection, mutual respect, trust, and 
support at a time in history when those 
necessary elements seem to be slipping away. 

B’Shalom, 

Rabbi Sarah 
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A Message from our President 

The reason that Temple Beth 
Shalom stands proudly on the 
corner of Route Six and 
Croton Falls Road, just steps 
from idyllic Lake Mahopac, 
and not hidden away in the 
basement of some winterized 
lake community cabin, is the 
U.S. Constitution’s First 
Amendment. 

The 1st Amendment of the Bill of Rights prohibits 
the making of any law respecting an establishment of 
religion, ensuring that there is no prohibition on the 
free exercise of religion; abridging the freedom of 
speech; infringing on the freedom of the press; 
interfering with the right to peaceably assemble or 
prohibiting the petitioning for a governmental redress 
of grievances. 

Our history as a Jewish people has held as one of its 
foundational pillars the belief in ourselves as the 
chosen people. We have struggled and been 
challenged lifetime upon lifetime with the right to 
believe, pray, study and converse as a Jew. Our 
collective journey to find the freedom that we have 
fought for and sought for thousands of year’s, has 
brought us to the shores of Lake Mahopac and the 
community we now cherish of TBS. 

It is our freedom and our right to speak our religious 
and political views that makes our home here so 
compelling and indispensable. Irrespective of the 
point of view we each may have regarding where we 
stand on the spectrum of Judaism or what economic 
and social tenets we support under the grand political 
tent, we are all united by that which defines us and 
that which we share as our common core.  We are 
good, caring, appreciative, intelligent and thoughtful 
people. 

There are approximately 30 people presently 
working on a task force called the Green Hornets 
here at Temple Beth Shalom. The makeup of this 
group represents many different age groups from 
TBS as well as drawing equally along gender lines. 
The spectrum of socio-economic and political 
positions and degree of religious observance is well 
represented in the Green Hornet hive. 

Our challenge is to develop a 5 Year Strategic Plan 
for Temple Beth Shalom in order to create a 

paradigm that will ensure the sustainability of our 
community both financially, religiously and 
socially.  This very important endeavor seeks to 
establish 5 critical issues specific to Temple Beth 
Shalom and to put together a plan to create a 
framework within which to implement our ideas  and 
reach our five critical goals. 

The one over -riding principle that we  abide by and 
hold above all others is the real fact that we do not 
pursue goals by shutting people down. We have 
worked to  not speculate or insinuate or react out of 
bias and prejudice. We have strived to avoid 
falsehoods and baseless accusations and allegations. 
We have repeatedly invoked the rule that facts matter 
while being sensitive to the fact that sometimes a 
person just “feels” a certain way and has difficulty 
explaining their feelings. 

The path to pursuing and attaining our goals is 
coated with the power and skill of persuasion. It is 
the power that each one of us has to position, front 
and center, the positive strengths of our convictions. 
The ultimate destination is the place at which we 
meet and talk with one another in order to arrive at 
an enhanced level of clarity and understanding for 
the points of view that create the freedom we all have 
the right to bask in. 

The future of Temple Beth Shalom is contingent 
upon our unanimous agreement that derisive speech 
and actions that divide our community will not be 
tolerated or condoned.  There is so much work to be 
done to make our country safe, robust and 
conscientious and it will take each any every one of 
us to make it a place where we can all share in the 
magnificence of the United States Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights. 

In the coming months and in the new year, I ask you 
all to unite around those things that bind us and make 
us stronger as a people rather than stoop to a level 
that compartmentalizes each of us and creates 
chasms in our familial 
community. 

May we all be blessed 
with the ability to 
express gratitude, 
contentment and 
humility. 
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From the Men’s Club 

I hope that all of you had a festive 
Thanksgiving and that you finally 
finished eating all the turkey. Our annual 
candidates forum was very successful 
with over 35 congregants in attendance. 
The candidates attending were County 
Judge James Reitz and his opponent 
Putnam Valley Town Judge Gina 
Capone, our State Senator Terrance 

Murphy and are now Assemblyman – Elect Kevin 
Byrne who will be replacing Assemblyman Steven 
Katz. The main topic of discussion was the drug crisis 
in our area. Both Judge Reitz and Senator Murphy 
have been working hard to address this crisis at both 
the state and county level. Judge Reitz has saved so 
many of our young people from a life of addiction to 
a productive life. A few of his successes have actually 
become counselors to those who are addicted.  
 
Our next event will take place Sunday January 22, 
2017 at 9:45am.This will be our 17th annual 
Millennium breakfast. We will be inviting Deacon 
Scarfi from St. Johns, Putnam County Executive 
Maryellen Odell, Sheriff Don Smith, Judge Reitz, 
Senator Murphy, Assemblyman Kevin Byrne, and of 
course Rabbi Sarah. These Millennium breakfasts 

have always given us insight into the coming year, so 
please make every effort to attend.                          
 
The birthday/anniversary calendar will be going to the 
publisher shortly. Therefore I would appreciate it if 
you would e-mail the names and dates of the 
birthdays and anniversaries in your family. This will 
be one of our main fundraisers for the year, the cost is 
$3.00 per birthday or anniversary listing and $5.00 
per calendar. If you wish to place a business ad, 
include that in your email. The cost for the business 
ad is $100.00.  We also would like to add to our brick 
paver walk. The cost per brick paver is $150.00 with a 
maximum of 13 characters. Please give us the 
wording for the brick paver as soon as possible, so we 
can get the bricks engraved and set in place in  the 
spring of 2017.     
                                                     
Wishing you a Happy Chanukah and a Happy, 
Healthy and Prosperous New Year. 
Shalom, Joel Greenberg  

 

Men’s Club Candidates' Breakfast 
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Winter has definitely arrived and 
with it has come the cold, the snow, 
the ice, and the wind.  All of us are 
bundled up in heavy coats, hats, 
scarves, gloves and boots.  Needless 
to say, the skiers and ice skaters are 
delighted with the cold and snow.  I, 
for one, am happy to be inside my 

warm house reading a good book for the Temple 
Beth Shalom Book Club.  And speaking about the 
TBS Book Club, I want to take this opportunity to 
thank Gail Plaut for her excellent stewardship of the 
TBS Book Club.  All of us attending the Book Club 
get-togethers have enjoyed the excellent book 
selections and the lively discussions.  The next Book 
Club will take place on Tuesday, February 7th at 
7PM.  Book selection TBA.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.  Please join us. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank Lynn Michaels for the truly 
outstanding job she is doing teaching the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah class.  Lynn makes the classes fun and 
enjoyable.  Her dedication, professionalism, and 
patience are truly outstanding! Thank you Lynn!  
Thanks as well to Rabbi Sarah for her work with the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah class.  Our meetings and 
discussions with her are always insightful, interesting 
and informative.  Those of us who are participating in 
the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class are fortunate to have 
two such fabulous teachers!!!  

The Programming Committee has several events and 
holiday celebrations planned beginning in March.  
Right now we are working with Rabbi Sarah, the 

Ritual Committee, and the Religious School to plan a 
fabulous Purim Service and Celebration on March 
11th and a fun-filled Purim Carnival for the children 
on March 12th.  Due to the possibility of inclement 
weather, the Programming Committee decided not to 
schedule any events in January and February - other 
than the TBS Book Club on February 7th.  But I am 
happy to say that Men’s Club, Sisterhood, the 
Religious School, and Ritual Committee do have 
several exciting and interesting activities and events 
planned for those months, so stay tuned.   

Please remember to check your constant contacts and 
the TBS Weekly Shabbat Announcements for 
information concerning scheduled events.  As 
always, I am delighted to hear from you regarding 
any program or activity you would like to see take 
place at Temple Beth Shalom.  Feel free to call or 
email me. 

With warmest wishes for a New Year filled with 
peace, love, joy and happiness! 

Wendy 

Programming Previews By Wendy Greenberg 

IF YOU WISH TO  

READ  

TORAH 

 

PLEASE SIGN UP AT THE 

TBS WEBSITE 

 
HTTP://WWW.TBSMAHOPAC.ORG 

CLICK ON “COMMUNITY”,  

 

THEN CLICK  

ON “TORAH READING SCHEDULE” 

TORAH READINGS AND/OR  

RECORDINGS ARE OFFERED AS 

WELL AS “FRESHEN UP”  

SESSIONS. 
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The Programming Committee is very excited about a program we are 
planning to launch at Temple Beth Shalom. It is called  

 
“GUESS WHO’S COMING TO SHABBAS?”  

 
The program was created by  
Debbie Alpert and her family  

at Temple Sinai in Dresher, PA.  
 

The concept is simple – host Shabbat dinners for fellow  
congregants – including strangers – families who will consider  

becoming hosts themselves.  
 

The exponential growth of hosts will mean that, Shabbat after Shabbat 
(we are hoping to do it frequently), more people within our Temple  

community will come to know one another. Our hope is to involve every 
member of our congregation. 

 
Patti Bettman and I will be serving as “matchmakers” - finding hosts and 

families for them to welcome to their home for a Shabbat dinner. Each 
host will receive a complete guide to the traditional Shabbat rituals,  

including explanations of prayers and suggestions for table-talk subjects 
– from discussing current events to sharing what was special in the week 

gone by.  
 

Please “stay tuned” for constant contacts about  
“Guess Who’s Coming to Shabbas?”  

coming your way on January 27, 2017 

An introductory meeting is scheduled on January 8th  at TBS for those 
who are not familiar with the program.  Would-be-hosts and  

would-be-guests are invited. 

Guess Who Is Coming to Shabbat by Wendy Greenberg 



Tevet/Shevat/Adar I&II  5777                       TEMPLE TIMES                                                     Page  7  



Page  8                                                             TEMPLE TIMES                            January/February 2017 

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service by Gail Freundlich and Melody Weisman 

As we drove to the Synagogue for the Annual  
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service and celebration we 
found ourselves driving through sleet, snow and 
rain!   We wondered how many adventurous people 
would come out to share the event.  A group of  
approximately 55 people from the two communities 
attended the festivities on November 20th at Temple 
Beth Shalom led by Rabbi Sarah Freidson of  
Temple Beth Shalom and Reverend Cheryl  
Montgomery of the First Presbyterian Church of  
Mahopac.   When we arrived at the Synagogue we felt 
that the approaching Thanksgiving holiday was  
infusing people with gratitude and welcome for one 
another.  The two congregations quickly interact-
ed.    In lieu of a collection, participants were asked to 
bring toiletries for the homeless.  By the time  
everyone arrived, the entryway of TBS was filled with 
bags upon bags of items that would later be  
distributed.  It was a very gratifying feeling to be a 
part of giving back to our community.   
 
The theme of the evening was gratitude. Each  
participant was given a ribbon and pen and asked to 
write what they were grateful for on the ribbon, which 
was then woven into a banner of gratitude. Rabbi  
Sarah and Reverend Montgomery quoted scripture 
and told stories to open our minds to what gratitude is 
and how we can be thankful even through hard 
times.  The choir from the First Presbyterian Church 
sang a beautiful hymn under the direction of Peter 
Frost. 
 

Rabbi Sarah prepared eight discussion topics and each 
participant was asked to choose the topic that  
resonated with them. The two congregations moved 
from the Sanctuary to the Social Hall and it was  
interesting to see our  topic choices as we moved to 
the designated areas that the Rabbi mapped out on the 
floor of our Social Hall.   We were charged with the 
task of reflecting and discussing how one can have 
gratitude despite bad things happening in our 
lives.  How does one relieve the stress in order to al-
low the gratitude to come through?  Lively  
discussions were followed by a production of eight 
posters filled with common themes of prayer,  
chocolate, pets, friends, and love as things that relieve 
the stress and help the gratitude to filter through.  The 
benefit of this shared experience was evident to us 
all!  We were all talking, laughing and sharing 
our  thoughts with one another.  Some of us gained 
new insights and all of us had a wonderful experience 
with our neighbors.   
 
The formal part of the evening concluded with the 
congregants coming together in the sanctuary for a 
communal rendition of Hine Matov led by Peter Frost 
on the guitar, followed by delicious refreshments. 
 
Thank you to Patti Bettman and Lynn Michaels for 
organizing the decorations and refreshments.  Thank 
you to Rabbi Sarah and Reverend Montgomery for a 
lovely spiritual service. Here at TBS we have much to 
be grateful for!  



Tevet/Shevat/Adar I&II  5777                       TEMPLE TIMES                                                     Page  9  



Page  10                                                             TEMPLE TIMES                            January/February 2017 



Tevet/Shevat/Adar I&II  5777                       TEMPLE TIMES                                                     Page  11  

Religious School News By Libby Spitzer 

One of my favorite holidays is Tu 
B’Shevat, the New Year of the 
Trees, which falls this year on  
February 11th.  The name “Tu 
B’shevat” which is actually a date, 
the 15th of the Hebrew month  
Shevat, is the beginning of the  
season in Israel when trees begin to 
bloom and bear fruit. It is  
customary to eat fruit that comes 

from trees, particularly fruit that are found and praised 
in the Torah such as grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives 
and dates. 

As we look out our windows here in New York, we 
see trees standing stoically through the bitter cold,  
miraculously surviving the harsh winter to bloom 
again each spring.  The fact that there is a Jewish  
holiday celebrating trees attests to the wisdom and 
foresight of our ancestors who recognized the value of 
trees to our lives and the world.   

On February 12th students and their parents in Kitah 
Alef- Bet and Kitah Gimel-Dalet will participate in a 

special Tu B’Shevat Program: “Trees of Life” with 
Jewish environmental educator Gail Koller. Everyone 
will learn how each of us can be Shomreem  
Ha’adamah (Caretakers of the Earth.) 

Biblical and Talmudic commentator Rashi explains 
why the Torah compares people to trees: “like  
humans, trees have the power to grow. And as humans 
have children, so trees bear fruit. And when a human 
is hurt, cries of pain are heard throughout the world, so 
when a tree is chopped down, its cries are heard 
throughout the world.” On Tu B’Shevat, let’s reflect 
on G-d’s creation and appreciate the blessings of the 
land and trees, and may we be positive role models for 
the rest of the world.   
 
B’shalom, 
Libby  

Here are our awesome happenings for January and February:   
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL RESUMES ON WEDNESDAY JANUARY 4TH 

     
 

Shabbat Chavaya          
 

Saturday January 7th & Saturday February 4th 9:00am-12:00pm 
Join the Religious School on Shabbat morning followed by a delicious Kiddush 

Parents are strongly encouraged to share the joy of Shabbat with their children and the  
congregation! 

Note: There is NO Religious School Sunday January 8th & Sunday February 5th 
 

Tu B’Shevat Family Program:  Trees of Life 
Sunday February 12th (9:45am-12:00pm) 

For Kitah Alef-Bet and Kitah Gimel-Dalet students and their families 
What is so special about trees that we have an Israeli folk dance and song about trees, 

a holiday to honor them, and we call the Torah, the “Tree of Life”?  
Through discussion, a team “Life of Life” game, a craft and planting project, 

and, of course, a tasty nosh, we will learn about trees 
and how we can be Shomreem Ha’adamah/Caretakers of the Earth.  

with Gail Koller, Jewish Environmental Educator 
 

TBS Teens 
Tu B’Shevat Program Sunday February 12th 
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From Sisterhood By Robin Kushner 

To RSVP or not? To come or to 
not?  That is the question I have 
been faced with enough times 
over the many years that I have 
been a member of TBS.  Do I 
really want to go?  Am I going to 
have fun?  What am I going to do 
with the kids? 
 

Now that I am on the programming side I see the 
situation through a different set of eyes.  I can't tell 
you how may times while planning the Israeli Scouts 
events at the temple did I worry if anybody was going 
to show up.  Is anyone interested?  And most 
importantly is this a good event to schedule for out 
temple.  I now wear the shoes of the sisterhood 
President.  I am faced with those similar questions.  
The biggest question that continues to come up is “is 
there a role for sisterhood in our synagogue?”  Why 
am I doing this?  Everyone wants to be part of a 
successful organization.  One that they can be proud 
of.  People want a group that not only stands for 
something but has purpose and schedules meaningful 
events. 
 
On December 3rd Sisterhood planned a free event with 
plans for a  Havdalah service , followed by Battle of 
the Sexes event.  At first the invitation that went out  
probably wasn't clear what was planned.  Thanks to 
many congregants questioning it, I fixed that problem.  
A great night was planned.  The only thing a 
congregant needed to do was RSVP and show up.  
Once we received the RSVP's we had to make plans 
to arrange for babysitters and to decide how much 
food had to be purchased.  I also needed a minimum 
number of participants to make this event successful.  
I was glad to hear that some members were interested 
and signed up.   
 
I do realize that I planned this event during 
December.  This is a busy month for many.  People 
had conflicts but that occurs every month of the year.  
Unfortunately my minimum was not successfully met.  
I am happy to say that for those members who 
RSVP'd, we secretly changed the venue and had a 
terrific night of appetizers, dessert and drinks.  (I give 
credit to my husband for his creative idea on 
rescheduling.)  The night was fun and I can tell you 
that we have our first winner of the battle of the 
sexes.... the WOMEN!!!!     

 
So as I write this I hear my husband's voice in the 
back of my head “Why are you getting on your 
soapbox!  No one wants to be guilted into attending 
an event, no one wants to be lectured!” 
 
Well, it got me wondering....why did everyone join 
TBS in the first place.  It probably wasn't just to make 
an annual financial contribution, or just to gain access 
to our fine Hebrew School for your children.   I bet in 
some way it was to become part of a community, a 
Jewish community.  It could be that you enjoy 
services, or that you wanted some part of a social 
connect with others of similar thought, or  maybe you 
have interest in volunteerism for the community.   
 
I believe TBS  provides all of these  opportunities.  
But the only way it can continue to do so, is with 
participation of the group in its entirety, in whatever 
way you can, small or large. It takes many individuals 
to make a community.  TBS can not remain vibrant 
without the interest and ideas of many of the 
congregants, not just a few.   
 
You may ask why I got involved with TBS.  I wanted 
to demonstrate to my kids that my heritage is 
important to me and should be important to them as 
well. I believe in the concept of having a vibrant 
Jewish community in my neighborhood.  I decided to 
become sisterhood president to help our members 
build stronger social connections.   
 
This brings me back to my goals for TBS members: 

I challenge you to find an activity at the temple, 
one that you would not normally go to and try 
it out. This is something I keep telling my 
college child.  There are so many 
opportunities out there and you will never 
know unless you try.  You might meet a new 
person and really enjoy yourself. 

If you have nothing to do a day an event is 
planned RSVP yes.  Don't stay at home.  You 
can clean the house another day or watch that 
special show at another time.  Come support 
the members who work hard to bring 
successful creative events to out temple.  A 
successful synagogue is only successful if 
people attend and participate. 

The power of a RSVP.. use it.  Whether it is yes 
or not... just do it! It helps programmers plan. 
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Buy A Brass Memorial Plaque 

You may sponsor as many seats or rows as you wish 

Put them near where you or your friends usually sit 

Each 2" x 4" Brass Seat Plaque costs $180.00  

Each 3" x 5" Brass Row Plaque costs $360.00 

Finally, the next time you see me let me know if you 
like the idea of events like “battle of the sexes.”  I do 
not know what our congregants want if you do not 
tell me.  Do we bring back an old idea? Create a new 
one?  Let me now.  Ideas like battle of the sexes can 
be rescheduled if the date is bad.  As sisterhood 
president I have taken on the challenge of creating 
new ideas to bring to our synagogue.  I am struggling 
to find our role in the temple.  Help me out.  Send 
your thoughts to robinlkush@gmail.com.   
 
Well, if I am on my soapbox I apologize.  I am short 

and need any help I can get to see over the crowds.  
As I step off the box I ask you to reach out to me, the 
Rabbi, the men's club, the programming committee 
or your President.  Tell us what you need so we can 
continue to make our synagogue strong and 
connected. 
 
Thanks for reading.  I hope that the new year brings 
you and your family happiness and health. 
 
June... not a Sisterhood event but a gentle reminder 
that the Israeli Scouts are coming... 

From Sisterhood By Robin Kushner (continued) 

 
Jan. 15

th
 –  Re-gifting Party — 7PM  

  
Feb. 4

th
 – Wine Tasting Event—7Pm  

  
March 19

th
 – Woman Of the Year Brunch 

 
May 21

st
 – Buddhist Monastery with   

     Brunch—11—1  

mailto:robinlkush@gmail.com
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Shalom!!! 

I want to wish everybody a Happy, 
Healthy and Safe New Year 2017 filled 
with much love and sweetness. 

Wow another year has come and gone 
in the blink of an eye. Another full life 

cycle has happened. Births, Bnai Mitzvahs,  
Graduations, Aufrufs, Chuppahs, and of course some 
Deaths. 

This brings me to the first  topic in the life cycle 
events that I will be addressing in each publication 
of the Temple Times. 

The Topic that the Ritual Committee (RC) decided 
upon for this edition is Shiva and the Shiva Minyan. 

I have scoured the internet to find the correct words 
to convey how important the Shiva Minyan is to the 
mourner. Most of my information came from "How 
to Make a Shiva Call" on the My Jewish Learning 
website.  I checked with Rabbi Sarah to confirm my 
findings.. 

"We are not alone. This is the fundamental message 
of Judaism about death and bereavement. Every law 
and every custom of Jewish mourning and  
comforting has, at its core, the overwhelming  
motivation to surround those who are dying and 
those who will grieve with a supportive community. 
While some may argue that facing death and coping 
with grief heighten one’s feeling of aloneness, the 
Jewish approach places loss and grief in the  
communal context of family and friends." 

We all know what Shiva is but many don't know or 
understand  the importance of the Shiva Minyan. As 
a comforter ,making the Shiva Call is one the most 
important acts of condolence. People are afraid to 
show up because they don't know what to say or 
do.   However to the family it is so important to 
simply show  support .It is important to find out 
when and where they will be observing the Shiva  
period.  Kaddish is said during the Shiva Minyan
(prayer service) and is sometimes recited at all 3  
services per day (Shacharit, Minchah,and Ma'ariv). 
Check the time the family will be conducting  
services because  Kaddish can only  be said  

according to Jewish practice there needs to be at 
least 10 people consisting of those who are post-bar/
bat mitzvah age (a minyan). "Participate to the extent 
you can. If you do not know the service, sit or stand 
respectfully while it is in progress. If the rabbi or 
leader asks for stories about the deceased, do not 
hesitate to share one, even if it is somewhat  
humorous. The entire purpose of Shiva is to focus on 
the life of the person who has died and his or her  
relationship to the family and friends in that room." 

"The great genius of Jewish bereavement is to  
empower the community to be G-d’s partner in  
comforting those who mourn. In making a Shiva call 
in an appropriate and traditional way, we are the  
medium through which G-d’s comfort can be  
invoked. In learning the art of coping with dying, we 
are, in fact, learning an important aspect of the art of 
Jewish living". 

The ritual committee  would kindly ask all to find 
time to support your fellow congregants during these 
times. Also we are trying to find a way to spread out 
the visitors so as to assure that there is a minyan  
every night of Shiva. We realize that the weekends 
are most convenient but we ask you to consider  
coming on other days of the week.  Call the TBS  
office or eventually we will have a sign up sheet on 
the TBS Website to assure that we can count on a 
minyan  each and every day. 

Also 2017 promises to be a very busy year  .Please 
check Temple  Times and the TBS website for the 
upcoming Holidays of TuBshvat, Purim, Pesach, as 
well the Yom Hashoah  remembrance ceremony.  
 
Please join us and participate in all aspects of the 
Jewish Life Cycle. 

Again  my Best wishes for a Healthy Happy and 
Wonderful 2017!! 

Shalom 

Eddie  

Ritual News By Eddie Lapa 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/life/Life_Events/Death_and_Mourning.shtml
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The Light Fantastic by Ari Samson 

The first time I entered the sanctuary in TBS it was a cold, 

winter, Friday night. While the center of the sanctuary 

seemed brightly lit, the dark walls and darkness outside 

made the smiling and praying congregants seem to be a 

beacon of warmth and welcome pushing back against a 

shroud of darkness and gloom. I know that there's been 

lots of discussion about the dark walls, I prefer to think of 

them as richly colored as opposed to some of the other 

descriptions I've heard.  I remember gravitating towards 

the center, wanting to be in the middle of that brightness. 

People who see me in synagogue these days know that it's 

usually Saturday morning, and you can almost always find 

me on the far side, away from the doorway and by a 

stained glass window closer to the front. There are a host 

of reasons explaining why I sit by that side, but the one I'm 

thinking about today is the light. It's not just that I either 

need the light from the window or be wearing my glasses 

in order to be able to make out the vowels in our siddur. 

Not to mention all the interesting commentary on the sides 

in even smaller type font. Our new siddur is a social media 

siddur, but that's a topic for another writing. 

The biggest reason I prefer to sit there is to see and feel the 

warmth of the light shining through. The light makes me 

feel uplifted. I'll look at my son Jack and see the light 

making his hair seem even fairer than it normally is.  

People have different needs for light. Some prefer a mostly 

dark room with a single light or candles burning. They use 

that environment for finding their inner center and the less 

light and distractions, the better. Thinking about them, I 

have thoughts of Jewish mothers and sitting in the dark 

going through my head.  

When I walk into a room to do any sort of work or play I 

find myself turning on all the lights. It keeps me awake 

and focused on the work at hand. Maybe I have a strange 

need for personal photosynthesis. I prefer to think that I'm 

chasing away the dark and the shadows from my thoughts 

and surroundings.  

Back to the stained glass windows and where I like to sit. 

I'll sometimes catch glimpses of color from the windows in 

my siddur and I'll smile to myself and wonder how long 

that window has been there? How many other people have 

been davening and suddenly seen a shade of red, green or 

blue slide across the page. That light is not only shared by 

our community now but has been shared for many 

generations previously.  

As I listened to Eli Dukes leading services while preparing 

for his Bar Mitzvah today, the link to everyone else who 

has enjoyed that light seemed even brighter. Eli lead us 

through the last part of the Kedushah.. L'dor va dor.. From 

generation to generation.  

TBS Business Networking Group by David Rubin 

The establishment of a business networking group for TBS 
members was approved by the Temple Board in 2016 and 
had its first meeting on November 30th.  The group  
provides a place and time for TBS members who own  
businesses, have a trade, or work in a sales capacity to meet 
and share contact information.  The group also  
encourages  members who are in career transition to  
participate.   

The mission of the group is to encourage members of the 
TBS Community to look within itself for goods and  
services. This interaction strengthens the our community and 
adds value to a our membership.   

The first meeting was well attended.  Business categories 
represented at the meeting included Financial Planning, 
Home Renovation, Bookkeeping, Architectural Lighting 
Products,  Real Estate & Insurance, Travel, UPC Label & 
Barcode Printing, and Large-scale IT Services.  We gladly 
welcomed Rabbi Sarah to the meeting as well.    

The group is not industry exclusive, meaning any number of 
participants from the same industry are welcome.  But the 

group is limited to TBS members.  The goal is to hold one 
gathering per month, either on a Wednesday or a  
Sunday.  In the future, the group hopes to sponsor useful 
presentations from industry experts for the entire TBS  
membership to enjoy, and to host a page on the our website 
to serve as a directory of Group members. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 25th, 5:30 to 
6:30 in the Oy Vay Cafe.   
| 
Please RSVP to Dave Rubin at 914-980-6776 or  
david.rubin@raveis.com.  Walk-ins are welcome.  

http://details/
mailto:david.rubin@raveis.com
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A Message from your Sisterhood Gift Shop co-chairs, 
 
We want to thank all those who shopped at our Hanukkah sale this year.  Within one week of sales, we 
sold out of laser dreidels and brainy cubes, games like Alephbet Memory and Kosherland, fun menorahs 
like our delicious-looking cupcake model, our tempered-glass drip trays, the “I love you a latke” bibs,  and 
those cute, little flashing dreidels.  In fact, we sold out of so many items that we had to reorder three 
times to keep up with you.  This makes us very happy, because this shop IS FOR YOU!  We were able to  
discount most items from what you would pay in a retail store, while still bringing in enough profit to  
order more items.  Please keep your Judaic needs coming, and let us know of the items you don't see, so 
that we can research stocking them for you.  

 This Hanukkah we introduced several new products, including 6 different dreidel styles, from flashing and 
stacking to launching. Next year we hope to offer you even more exciting choices. A very special thank you 
to Ron Arsham and Jen Lomas for covering the open hours for us this December!  We could not have done 
it without you both!  Special thanks also to Ellen Reing for the beautiful items we inherited in the  
showcase.  You set the bar high and we thank you for it! 

We are in the process of creating a ‘wish list’ gift registry for those who are celebrating a big event,  
whether it be a big birthday or anniversary, engagement party, wedding, Bar or Bat Mitzvah, new baby, or 
any event for which congregants may want to buy a Judaic or Israeli product for you. If you are having an 
important event this year and are interested in browsing our catalog, please 
email tbsoffice@verizon.net and we will be in touch. 

If it is a win-win opportunity, we want to be in.  So let us know how we can serve you better.  After all, this 
is and has always been YOUR Sisterhood gift shop, so make it truly yours. 

We can be reached by leaving a message at 845/628-6133 or by email at TBSoffice@verizon.net.  Please 
include 'for Sisterhood Gift Shop" on the subject line or just "SGS" and the office will forward it. 

Happy new year!  May 2017 be rich with life’s many gifts for you (and hopefully a few of those are from 
'our' Sisterhood shop). 

Have a wonderful year! 
Gail and Marilyn 
Co-chairs  
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The Jewish People By Mark Twain 

Harper’s Magazine, Sept. 1887 

(found by Jeff Roberts) 

If the statistics are right, the Jews constitute but one 
quarter of one percent of the human race. It suggests 
a nebulous dim puff of stardust lost in the blaze of 
the Milky Way. Properly, the Jew ought hardly to be 
heard of; but he is heard of, has always been heard 
of. He is as prominent on the planet as any other 
people, and his importance is extravagantly out of 
proportion to the smallness of his bulk. 

His contributions to the world's list of great names in 
literature, science, art, music, finance, medicine and 
abstruse learning are very out of proportion to the 
weakness of his numbers. He has made a marvelous 
fight in this world in all ages; and has done it with 
his hands tied behind him. He could be vain of 

himself and be excused for it. The Egyptians, the 
Babylonians and the Persians rose, filled the planet 
with sound and splendour; then faded to dream-stuff 
and passed away: the Greeks and the Romans 
followed and made a vast noise, and they are gone; 
other peoples have sprung up and held their torch 
high for a time but it burned out, and they sit in 
twilight now, or have vanished. 

The Jew saw them all, survived them all, and is now 
what he always was, exhibiting no decadence, no 
infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no 
slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert and 
aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew; 
all other forces pass, but he remains. What is the 
secret of his immortality?  
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TBS Teens by Zoe Yellen 

TBS Teens has been off to a great start this year, 
with Israel trivia games and cooking competitions, 
we’ve already been having a ton of fun together! As 
we approach the end of 2016, we’re very excited 
with what 2017 has in store for us and we want  
YOU to join us! Our next event will be on Sunday 
January 22nd, right after our Westchester Jewish 
Learning Initiative (or WJTLI) program, Hanging 
Out in Hebrew (see below for details on that!), and 
our next Teen Planning Meeting will be on Thursday 
January 12th. All teens are encouraged to join us for 
the planning meetings in order to share ideas and 
learn more about our fun programming! Kadima 
programming for middle school students, will start 
up in 2017 as well! We’re excited to show you 
all what TBS Teens has to offer. 

BUT there’s great programming for our teens 
that branches outside of TBS’s doors as well! 
WJTLI offers our teens a chance to continue their 
Jewish education through experiential classes with 
teens from other local synagogues. 

Coming up for our next round of WJTLI courses is: 
Hanging Out in Hebrew! 

“So you really want to speak Hebrew? Join us and 
experience I vrit (Hebrew) through music, games, 
and a trip to the market, museum, or beach. We will 
learn common slang, have coffee at an Israeli cafe, 
and visit Israel through the internet. All Hebrew  
levels welcome.” 

Time: 12:30-2:00PM on Sundays 

Jan 8th & Feb 5th at Hebrew Congregation of  
Somers 

Jan 22nd & Feb 26th at Temple Beth Shalom 

Temple Beth Shalom is part of the METNY region 

of USY, or United Synagogue Youth. 

This youth group provides opportunities throughout 
the school year and the summer for Jewish teens 
from around the state (and the country as well!) to 
learn, grow, and play together. Programs range from 
community service based, educational overnights, 
even Dodgeball tournaments and trips to Six Flags. 
We would love to have our teens from TBS get  
involved, so please reach out if you’re interested or 
have any questions! 

With TBS Teens, we aim to foster a passion for  
Judaism in our children. To instill this important 
sense of community, love, and happiness. Through 
education, leadership, and fun--our teens will have 
the chance to use skills that they might not  
necessarily have access to in their day-to-day  
activities at school. Perhaps, they’ll tap into a new 
passion or flex a muscle they already use. There’s 
only positive opportunities and experiences that 
await! I’m always looking to hear more about what 
the teens are  
looking to accomplish and what you hope they can 
gain as well, so please feel free to reach out to me 
anytime at tbsteens@tbsmahopac.org . 

Sincerely, 

Zoe Yellen, Youth Advisor 
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FOR ALL OUR TEMPLE FAMILIES 
 

MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
 
 

PRESENTS OUR 

ENGRAVED BRICK PAVER FUNDRAISER 
 
 

WE  CONTINUE TO  CONSTRUCT THE BRICK WALK AT THE FRONT  
ENTRANCE TO THE TEMPLE, AS I AM SURE YOU HAVE SEEN.  THE BRICK 
PAVERS ARE ENGRAVED WITH A MESSAGE.  WE ARE AWAITING ENOUGH 

ADDITIONAL ORDERS SO THAT THE WALK MAY BE EXTENDED. 
 
 

EACH BRICK CAN ACCOMMODATE UP TO THREE LINES WITH A MAXIMUM 
OF THIRTEEN CHARACTERS PER LINE (INCLUDING SPACES). 

 
 

THE PRESENT COST PER BRICK IS $150.   
PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN IT WITH YOUR CHECK TO 

THE TEMPLE OFFICE. 
THERE IS NO LIMIT ON THE NUMBER OF BRICKS YOU MAY ORDER. 

 
 

NAME:______________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS:__________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE #:__________________________________________________ 

 
 

ENGRAVING COPY: 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
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TEMPLE TIMES, the award winning bi-monthly newsletter published by Temple 

Beth Shalom, welcomes your advertised business support.  

TEMPLE TIMES is distributed to our members, friends and supporters and appears 

on our website at http://www.TBSMahopac.org. 

 

Advertising Rates: 

Please complete the order form below. Indicate by checkmark the ad size and duration and 
attach your ad. We can create your ad from your business card or camera-ready artwork. 

You can E-mail a jpg, bmp, gif or pdf file to NewsletterAds@TBSMahopac.org.  

 
Make your check payable to: Temple Beth Shalom and mail together with this form to: 

 

Temple Beth Shalom 

760 Route 6 

Mahopac, NY 10541 

Attn: Temple Times Advertising 

You can also submit and pay for your ad at our 
website, tbsmahopac.org, where we accept all 

major credit cards.  
Follow the links to Temple Times  

(from the Resources tab). 
 

 

For further information, please contact our Advertising Editor, David Michaels, at  

845-528-2233 or via E-mail NewsletterAds@TBSMahopac.org or Fax to (845) 208-8860. 

 

Company Name All advertisers receive a 
copy of Temple Times for 
the duration of the ad. If 
you’re already receiving a 
copy (as a TBS member) 
and would like to eliminate 
the duplication, please 
check this box (    ).  
 

Contact 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Phone 

Fax 

Email 

Website 
 

Issue Advertising Deadline 
January/February December 10 

March/April February 10 

May/June April 10 

September/October August 10 

November/December October 10 

 

Business Card Size  1 year/6 issues: $100 

 

 

 

6 months/3 issues:  $55   2 months/1 issue: $25 

Quarter Page 
 

1 year/6 issues: $150 

 

 

 

6 months/3 issues:  $85 

 

 

 

2 months/1 issue: $55 
 

Half Page 

 

 

 

1 year/6 issues: $180 

 

 

 

6 months/3 issues:  $95 

 

 

 

2 months/1 issue: $65 
 

Full Page 

 

 

 

1 year/6 issues: $350 

 

 

 

6 months/3 issues:$175 

 

 

 

2 months/1 issue: $95 
 

Method of 

Payment 

 

 

 

 

Check Enclosed 

 

$____________ 

Credit Card  (   ) Visa  (   ) MasterCard 

 

_____________________________   Exp Date ___/___/___ 
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Contributions   (October 1, 2016—November 30, 2016) 

Benevolent Outreach  
Ron & Marilyn Arsham  
in honor of Maya Cerise Solar-Greco 

Joseph & Judith Occhiogrossi wishing 
Rabbi Sarah, Rena and family a happy and 
healthy new year 

Ron & Marilyn Arsham  
In honor of Maya Cerise Solar-Greco 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In honor of Joshua Gorelick’s Bar Mitzvah 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In honor of Birth of Maya Cerise Solar 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In honor of Dylan Bates’ Bar Mitzvah 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In honor of Emma Silverman’s  
Bat Mitzvah 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In honor of the birth of Jacob Zachary 
Hindin 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In honor of Evan Volkman’s Bar Mitzvah 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In memory of Mary Jo Lomas 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg In memory  
of Marlene Hartstein Schoenfeld 

Allan & Sharon Gunzburg  
In memory of Mary Jo Lomas 

Joseph & Judith Occhiogrossi  
In memory of Mary Jo Lomas 

Facilities Donation  
Allan & Sharon Gunzburg Mazel Tov  
on the Birth of Jacob Zachary Hindin 

General Fund  
David & Lynn Michaels   

James & Gabrielle Duke In honor of  
Lillian and Matthew Hindin on the birth of 
their son, Jacob Zachary 

David & Lynn Michaels  
In honor of birth of Lielle Shea 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft In honor  
of Birth of Jacob Zachary Hindin 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft In honor of 
Eric Greshman & Kate Liberman's  
Wedding 

 

Ira & Melody Weisman  
In honor of Jacob Zachary 

Alan & Robin Belsky  
In memory of Dr. Steven Kantor 

John & Katherine Castaldo  
In memory of Sadie Levinson 

Patrick & Kathleen Delamere  
In memory of Eli & Hanna Paneth 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In memory of Samuel Greenberg 

Joel & Wendy Greenberg  
In memory of Abraham Weiss 

Felicia Gruber In memory of Max Gruber 

Ralph & Yvonne Horowitz  
In memory of Rose Klein 

Robert & Kjersten Lazar In memory  
of Marlene Hartstein Schoenfeld 

Gary & Susan Loewenberg In memory  
of Martin Kochen’s beloved mother 

David & Lynn Michaels  
In memory of Max Gruber 

David & Lynn Michaels In memory  
of Marlene Hartstein Schoenseld 

David & Lynn Michaels  
In memory of Pearl Michaels 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In memory of Mary Ko Lomas 

Glenn & Nancy Sapir  
In memory of Mary Jo Lomas 

Alan & Patricia Schwartz  
In memory of Beatrice Schwartz 

Alan & Patricia Schwartz  
In memory of A lfred Schwartz 

Ira & Melody Weisman In memory  
of Marlene Hartstein Schoenfeld 

Allan & Sharon Gunzburg Mazel Tov  
on The Bar Mitzvah of Evan Volkman 

David & Lynn Michaels Mazel Tov  
on the Birth of Jacob Hindin 

Mary Palmer Mazel Tov on Sharon and 
David Volkman's Son, Evan's Bar Mitzvah 

Mary Palmer Mazel Tov on The Birth of 
Phyllis Solar's Granddaughter, Maya 

 

David & Lynn Michaels Wishing a speedy 
recovery for Sam Fern 

Kiddush Fund  
Michael & Robin Kushner   

PJ Library Fund  
Glenn & Nancy Sapir Mazel Tov on  
The birth of Maya Cerise Solar-Greco 

Rabbi Fund  
Felicia Gruber   

Jeffrey & Bernice Guest  
In honor of birth of Jacob Zachary Hindin 

Jeffrey Roberts  
In memory of Molly Roberts 

Glazer-Hertzberg family, Thank you to 
The Temple Beth Shalom family and  
Rabbi Sarah, for welcoming us during 
High Holiday Services 

Religious School Fund  
James & Gabrielle Duke  
For the Yahrzeit of Fredric "Pop" Hans 

Shabbat Luncheon Sponsor  
Jeffrey Roberts  
In memory of Molly Roberts 

Tzedakah Fund  
David & Rochelle Lapa  
In honor of Masha Lapa 

Harold & Marcia Lichtman  
In honor of The Greenbergs 

Herbert & Elaine Bessen  
In memory of Dorothy Freedland 

Robert & Maxine Casalbore  
In memory of Rose Hirsch 

Robert & Maxine Casalbore  
In memory of Emanuel Hirsch 

Robert & Maxine Casalbore  
In memory of Morton Hirsch 

Diane Cohen  
In memory of Abraham Kuropatwa 

Howard & Melody Fuchs  
In memory of Bernice Fuchs 

Howard & Naomi Garrell  
In memory of Mother 

 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Diane Goldstein  
In memory of Morris Goldstein 

Ann Koblenz  
In memory of Louis Pomerantz 

Richard & Lisa Lagrassa  
In memory of Jerry Mark Goldberg 

Fred & Carole Lang  
In memory of Samuel Lang 

David & Rochelle Lapa  
In memory of Hersh Leib Lapa 

Martin Lipton  
In memory of Madeleine Vitenson 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In memory of Hyman Backin 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In memory of Adele Goldberg 

Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft  
In memory of Harry Goldberg 

Elaine Peikes In memory of Steven Peikes 

Elaine Peikes  
In memory of Melvyn Mitzner 

Nancy Peterson  
In memory of Ralph Edw Peterson 

Gerald & Alicia Raskob  
In memory of Edith Raskob 

Gary & Ellen Reing  
In memory of Sidney Grossman 

Agnes Rosner In memory of Mike Rosner 

Glenn & Nancy Sapir  
In memory of Rena Sapir 

Gale Schwartz  
In memory of Mother and Grandfather 

Ira & Regina Uffer  
In memory of Joseph Uffer 

Yom Kippur 2016  
Jonathan Arm   
Ron & Marilyn Arsham   
Harold & Bernice Becker   
Alan & Robin Belsky   
Jeff & Ro Belsky   
Maxine Berlin   
Steven & Patricia Bettman   
Brett & Cara Bowden   
Donald Bowden   
Jacqueline Broth   
Richard & Susan Chavis   
Denise Clescere   
Bob & Phyllis Cohen   
James & Gabrielle Duke   
Rabbi Sarah   
David & Gail Freundlich   
Joel & Wendy Greenberg   
Cynthia Hertz   
Matthew & Lillian Hindin   
Ralph & Yvonne Horowitz   
Bernard & Elaine Jacobs   
David & Rochelle Lapa   
Edward Lapa   
Lawrence H Lapa   
Nina Levine   
Gary & Susan Loewenberg   
Gabriel & Jennifer Lomas   
Scott & Eileen Markman   
Lawrence & Charlotte Milowitz   
Stephen & Phyllis Nadelhaft   
Richard & Beverly Petrone   
Sylvia Philip   
Barry & Gail Plaut   
Michael & Sheila Raskob   
Gary & Ellen Reing   
Jeffrey Roberts   
Ken & Dena Rose   
Oscar & Gloria Ross   
David & Ann Rubin   
Ari & Heather Samson  
Glenn & Nancy Sapir   
Alan & Patricia Schwartz   
Steve Shaffer & Laura Ingram-Shaffer   
Bruce & Rachel Singh   
Jacob & Frances Tesler   
Steven & Jeanne Toovell   
Louis & Susan Tuzman   
David & Sharon Volkman   
 

Dennis & Claire Ullman  
In appreciation of Rabbi Sarah 
 
Robert & Maxine Casalbore  
In honor of children & grandchildren 
 
Bonnie Cohen  
In honor of Ralph & Eleanor Small 
 
Felicia Gruber  
In honor of new TBS friends 
 
David & Lynn Michaels  
In honor of our TBS friends 
 
Simon Begler  
In memory of Gussie Cheikan 
 
Simon Begler In memory of Dave Begler 
 
Paul & Ellen Dulberger In memory of 
Paul's Mother Anne Ellenzweig 
 
Ira & Melody Weisman  
In memory of Flora & Jack Silber and 
Minnie & Israel Weisman 
 
Ira & Melody Weisman In memory of 
Barbara and Arthur Weisman 
 
Ira & Melody Weisman  
In memory of Rose & Morris Kaplan 
 
Ira & Melody Weisman  
In memory of Hazel & Irving Streicher 
 
Ira & Melody Weisman  
In memory of Minnie & Israel Weisman 
 
Ira & Melody Weisman  
In memory of Flora & Jack Silber 

Youth Fund  
Glenn & Nancy Sapir Congratulations to 
Matt and Lillian Hindin on the birth of 
Jacob Zachary 

 

(Continued from page 28) 

Contributions   (October 1, 2016—November 30, 2016) 

Schedule of Services and Candle Lighting Times 

Regular Shabbat Services 
Friday Evenings        8:00 pm  
Saturday Morning  9:45am 

 
Shabbat Chavayah - Sat 9:00am 

 
01/07 
02/04 

 
Candle Lighting 

 

01/06/17   4:22 PM 
01/13/17   4:29 PM 
01/20/17   4:38 PM 
01/27/17   4:46 PM 

 

 
02/03/17   4:55 PM 
02/10/17   5:04 PM 
02/17/17   5:12 PM 
02/24/17   5:21 PM 
03/03/17   5:29 PM 
03/10/17   5:37 PM 
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NEW TBS BENEVOLENT OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS……….. 

The goal of the BOC is to provide support to temple members (and  
families) who are either seriously ill or grieving the loss of a close  

family member 

 

Please consider adding your name to our volunteer list to assist with oc-
casional transporting/delivering of meals to grieving families or those 

affected by serious illness. 

 

Adding your name to a volunteer list means you may be occasionally 
called upon to assist with a meal pick-up and/or delivery, or perhaps a 

home visit 

 

There is no commitment required to becoming part of the Benevolent 
Outreach Committee/Volunteer Pool.....it is our goal to have sufficient 
“back-up” established to address any requirements/needs our affected 

families may have 

 

Please consider becoming a TBS Outreach Volunteer!   

Contact Bev Petrone via email ccodlight@comcast.net  
or cell 914-262-1103  

 

Community * Cooperation * Caring 

 

mailto:ccodlight@comcast.net
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 Jan03 
Rebekah Lazar 
Harriet Rosen-
berg 
 Jan04 
Eva Gutt 
 Jan06 
Raimy Shectman 
 Jan07 
Jared Shectman 
Shane Solar-
Doherty 
 Jan10 
Matthew Kushner 

 Jan12 
Adrienne Tave-
linsky 
 Jan13 
Abraham 
Koswener 
 
 
 

 Jan15 
Kelly Bowden 
Carol Zager 
 Jan16 
Robin Belsky 
Lennox Singh 
 Jan18 
Jessica Bowden 
Gerald Raskob 
 Jan19 
Howard Fuchs 
 Jan20 
Jamie Brice 
Christopher 
Scanlan 
 Jan21 
Michael Kushner 
 Jan23 
Kyra Bates 
Laura Ingram-
Shaffer 
Brianne Petrone 

 Jan24 
Susan Rebell 
 Jan28 
Lillian Hindin 
Jared Rubin 
 Jan29 
Deborah Hertz 
 Jan30 
Maxine Berlin 
Deborah Hilfman 
 Jan31 
Rena Freidson 
Ali Stern 
 Feb 02 
Elias Duke 
Aaron Feldman 
Marge Pollack 
 Feb 03 
Cynthia Hertz 
 Feb 05 
Eleanor Small 
 
 

 Feb 08 
Brittany Klein 
Jack Posniak 
 Feb 10 
Cameron Blake 
 Feb 13 
Matthew Hindin 
Bernard Jacobs 
Julie Martin 
Arthur Rebell 
 Feb 14 
Ira Weisman 
 Feb 15 
Mark Liff 
Katherine Posni-
ak 
Carolyn Stiman 
 Feb 16 
Allen Hochberg 
Suzanne Ranani 
Alvin Silbert 
 
 

 Feb 17 
Cara Bowden 
Bria Gunzburg 
Benjamin Raskob 
Danit Simon 
 Feb 19 
Robert Lazar 
 Feb 20 
Joshua Leviner 
 Feb 22 
Diane Gorelick 
Daniel Tavelinsky 

 Feb 24 
Michael  
Loewenberg 

 Feb 26 
Scott Hammer 
Adam Nadelhaft 
 Feb 27 
Gabriel Lomas 
 Feb 28 
Matthew Klee 

Yom Huledet Sameakh  
 יום הולדת שמח

January/February 

 
 

Wishing a return to good health to those  
who are ill in our community 

   Mi’sheberach ~רפואה שלמה

Sonia Abrams 
Hilde Abrams 
Chana Leah bat Cecile 
v'Yitzchak Yosef 
Miriam bat Chaya 
Rivkah Esther bat 
Dubbeh v'Moshe 
Cha'yim 
Rachel Bat Rut 
Judith Bates 
Ro Belsky  
Moshe ben Chana  
Yoselben Schmuel 
Ivy Blum 
Karen Brice 
Selma Chavis 
Carolann Cistone 
Patricia D'Adamo 

Jean Degl 
Vanessa Deraffele 
LucyBeth Fraser 
Eunice Goldfarb 
Evan Heller 
Dale Herman 
Yvonne Horowitz 
Mitchell Kaplan 
Barbara Kuperman 
DiChiara 
Ira Lang 
Steven Lederer 
Richard Leopold 
Ari Nachum ben 
Masha 
Christine Paravaty 
Darren Pinsker 
Lew Rabinowitz 

Fran Rubin 
Edward Schaffer 
Abba Shlomo 
Barbara Silverman 
Ora Stochel 
Larry Ticker 
Ofelia Ticker 
Phyllis Ticker 
Lisa Valle 
Joan Weiss 
Helen Werner 

Please notify the office if you or a 
family member is ill or in the 

hospital, so that Rabbi Freidson can 
schedule a visit.  Your phone call is 

greatly appreciated. 

    

Did we miss your birthday? 

Please let us know! 

If you see a name on the  
Mi’Sheberach list who,  

thank G-d, has returned to good 
health, please notify the office at 

office@tbsmahopac.org 
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Co-Editors 

Bernice Guest 
Lynn Michaels 
 

Advertising Editor 
David Michaels 
 
Contributors 
Marilyn Arsham 
Steve Bettman 
Gail Freundlich 
Sarah Freidson 
Joel Greenberg 
Wendy Greenberg  
Eddie Lapa 
Robin Kushner 
Gail Plaut 
Jeff Roberts 
David Rubin 
Ari Samson 
Libby Spitzer 
Melody Weisman 
Zoe Yeller 
 
 
 

The Temple Beth Shalom 
newsletter is published five times 
per year and is provided by and for 
the membership of the synagogue. 
Neither Temple Beth Shalom, nor 
its members, assumes liability for 
any of the information, opinions or 
suggestions contained herein. 
Articles submitted are subject to 
editing. Contents may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from the Temple office. 
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. Submissions 
can be sent via email in Word or 
Publisher format to:  

Newsletter@TBSMahopac.org.  

Temple Times 

NEXT  
DEADLINE IS  
February 10, 

2017 

Newsletter Errors  
Occasionally errors & omissions 
are found in the pages of Temple 
Times. We appreciate being 
notified of any corrections by 
calling the TBS office (845)628-
6133. A newsletter staff member 
will return your call ASAP. The 
temple office is not responsible for 
newsletter content. Many thanks to 
our readers, Temple Times Staff 

 Jan6 / Tevet 8 
Rae Posniak 
Samuel Shapiro 
 Jan7 / Tevet 9 
Edith Steinlauf 
Ruth Bornfriend 
 Jan8 / Tevet 10 
Deena Guest 
Aaron Gorelick 
Ethel Pollack 
Dorothy Gould 
 Jan11 / Tevet 13 
Sarah Brazinsky 
 Jan17 / Tevet 19 
Ruth Weiss 
Morris Pomerantz 
 Jan18 / Tevet 20 
Debbie Sain 
 Jan23 / Tevet 25 
Morris Kaplan 
William Lichtman 
 Jan25 / Tevet 27 
Goldie Jacobs 
 

 Jan29 / Shevat 2 
Florence Michelson 
Elias Feldman 
Abraham Mendelsohn 
 Jan31 / Shevat 4 
Brenda Seiden 
 Feb1 / Shevat 5 
Deborah Bowden 
Philip Schlossberg 
Helen Cohen 
 Feb2 / Shevat 6 
 
Ruth Gold 
 Feb3 / Shevat 7 
Nathan Schaeffer 
 Feb7 / Shevat 11 
Jack Fader 
Bernard Teplitsky 
 Feb8 / Shevat 12 
Marvin Heller 
Matthew Hertz 
 Feb10 / Shevat 14 
Frances Plotnik 
Isidor Ditkowski 

 Feb11 / Shevat 15 
Sylvia Rebell 
 Feb12 / Shevat 16 
Feivish Zac 
 Feb13 / Shevat 17 
Estelle Hendler 
 Feb15 / Shevat 19 
Genya Zac 
Meyer Berliner 
 Feb17 / Shevat 21 
Marilyn Black 
Frances Michaels 
Harold Michaels 
 Feb18 / Shevat 22 
Fred Happ 
 Feb22 / Shevat 26 
Jack Green 
Joseph Carrillo 
 Feb23 / Shevat 27 
Jacob Gutt 
 Feb25 / Shevat 29 
Jacob Jurisz 
 Feb27 / Adar 1 
Matthew Jacobs 

Yahrzeits   
May Their Memory be a Blessing 

 

DON’T FORGET TO BUY SCRIP. 

PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDERS ON THE  
FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH. 

THIS IS A WONDERFUL AND EASY  
FUNDRAISER FOR  

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM. 

WE THANK THOSE  WHO ARE  
ALREADY PARTICIPATING. 

 
To download a Scrip Order Form,  
go to http://tinyurl.com/tbsscrip 

http://tinyurl.com/tbsscrip


Tevet/Shevat/Adar I&II  5777                       TEMPLE TIMES                                                     Page  33  



Page  34                                                             TEMPLE TIMES                            January/February 2017 

 

A great new way to donate  
someone else’s money to  

Temple Beth Shalom, without 
changing how you shop. 

To Register go to  

http://tbsmahopac.org/
AmazonSmile.html  

It’s the same Amazon you use all the time! 

http://tbsmahopac.org/AmazonSmile.html
http://tbsmahopac.org/AmazonSmile.html
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1405203
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1405203
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 Relocation specialist in the Tampa Florida area 

My name is Mark Newman, a  young Jewish professional  in the great-
er Tampa area. I pride myself on going the extra mile.  Tampa is on 
the west coast of Florida, an up and coming area with several great 
synagogues, pristine beaches, and George  Steinbrenner Stadium 
( Yankee feeder league) Plus all the comforts of the NY area:  
Professional Ice Hockey, Baseball & Football Teams, Theatre, comedy 
clubs Busch Gardens, and the Tampa Zoo are all within  the Tampa 
metro area.  It is perfect the perfect  place for singles, families of any 
size  and retirees.   In addition to finding your new home  I will also 
help you find one of the wonderful congregations sprinkled throughout 
the Tampa area and help you get situated with all your Kosher needs. 
 

Now is the right time to buy or invest in the Tampa area.  Even if 
you are years away from a move,  I can find you an awesome property 
that can be rented  seasonally or year round until you are ready to  
relocate.   

Email:  21MarkNewman@gmail.com  
Rentals  / Sales:  Apartment, House, Condominium, Multi family or Office 

Voice: 813-667-MARK (6275)  cell 914-523-3025  

Mark Newman 
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www.oddac.com 

 

When you’re planning your next 
Life Event, whether it’s a Wedding, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Buying/Selling 

a home…  
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop! 

Visit the gift shop or contact Gail or Marilyn 

Special Orders are welcome…  
Any special occasion need can be filled 

E-mail them at  
Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org 
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Mention Temple Beth Shalom 
Code AG110 
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Greco Limousine 
Experience and Reliability 
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When you’re planning your next 
Life Event, whether it’s a Wedding, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Buying/Selling 

a home…  
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 



Page  44                                                             TEMPLE TIMES                            January/February 2017 



Tevet/Shevat/Adar I&II  5777                       TEMPLE TIMES                                                     Page  45  

Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY     845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 

GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 
GENTLE DENTAL CARE 

 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        
CELL (917) 295-1407 

Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 

Double or  

Triple (!!!) 

  your Donation FREE! 

             

EMPLOYER’S 

MATCHING FUNDS 

PROGRAM 

Your  donation could double or  tr iple 
without any expense to you. Call your Hu-
man Resources Department or Community  
Relations office and ask about your compa-
ny’s MATCHING FUNDS program. Some 
companies do not match donations to reli-
gious organizations, but some do.  Inquire 

with your HR Representative. 
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