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Hosting An Oneg 

If you would like to host an Oneg or  
Kiddush, contact Ro or Jean in the 

office for assistance. 
845/628-6133  

From Rabbi Hammerman’s DeskFrom Rabbi Hammerman’s Desk   
I am writing these 
words shortly after 
the conclusion of the 
Gladstein 
Fellowship 
Conference, a 
weekend that I spent 
in Riverdale, NY 

focused on issues of synagogue growth and 
volunteer empowerment.  A healthy 
contingent from Temple Beth Shalom was 
in attendance as well, including our 
Hebrew School Principal, Carol Zager and 
members of our synagogue volunteer 
leadership, Georgene Perlman, Steve 
Bettman, Ron Arsham and Ellen 
Gershman.  The conference brought 
together synagogue leadership - volunteer 
and professional - as well as five Jewish 
Theological Seminary Rabbinical students.  
We were there with the express purpose of 
learning best practices of establishing and 
growing Conservative synagogues.  This is 
the only group in Conservative Judaism 
dedicated exclusively to growing 
congregations and is a by-product of the 
Gladstein Fellowship program at JTS (I 
received that Fellowship while in school). 

There were many highlights of the 
conference, including: meeting two rabbis 
who founded their own, now-thriving 

congregations, observing the dynamic 
Riverdale Conservative synagogue up-
close and sharing ideas with individuals 
from communities similar in size to us here 
at Temple Beth Shalom.  Perhaps the most 
inspirational moment took place during 
Shabbat morning services when the 
Riverdale congregation received an award 
certifying them as a “GreenFaith” 
congregation.  GreenFaith is an interfaith 
coalition for the environment that works 
with houses of worship, helping them to 
become better environmental stewards.  
The synagogue in Riverdale, on our 
weekend visiting them, had just completed 
the two-year GreenFaith certification 
program, expressing, through many 
concrete actions, their belief that protecting 
the earth is a religious value and that 
environmental stewardship is a moral 
responsibility. 

To be honest, my first reaction was 
jealously.  I wanted a beautiful GreenFaith 
banner here at TBS – but I also wanted my 
own congregation to be equally committed 
to environmental stewardship.  Then, 
sitting in the congregation, I began to take 
stock in my mind of the environmentally-
friendly activities that we had undertaken 
in recent months.   

Continued on Page 3 

 

Regular Shabbat Services 
Friday Evening      8:00pm     
Saturday Morning  10:00am   

 
 
 
   

Shabbat Hebrew School 
Mar 24   9:15am 
Apr 21                    9:15am 

SHABBAT Service Times Candle-lighting 

2   Mar  5:29  
9   Mar  5:37 
16 Mar  6:45 
23 Mar  6:53 
30 Mar  7:00 
6   Apr  7:08 
13 Apr  7:15 
20 Apr  7:23 
27 Apr  7:31 
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From Rabbi Hammerman’s Desk Continued...From Rabbi Hammerman’s Desk Continued...     
Continued from previous page 

 
 

Rabbi Hammerman is available to members of the    
congregation and the wider community by appointment 

Rabbi Hammerman can be reached at 845-628-6133 x3 

Rabbi@TBSMahopac.org 

  

 

I also thought of things that we have in the works 
under the leadership of Barry Plaut, our Grounds 
Committee chairperson.  Most visibly, in the Fall, 
Danny Kushner, as his Bar Mitzvah project, 
brought recycling to TBS.  Our offices, kitchens 
and classrooms now recycle all paper, plastic, glass 
and metal.  We are replacing our water cooler this 
month, eliminating the transportation of the big 
water canisters. As part of our Hebrew School 
classroom renovations this year, most of our light 
fixtures were replaced with more efficient models.  
Our boiler is brand-new and far more efficient.  On 
both Passover and at big events year-round, we 
have begun using our synagogue’s beautiful 
chinaware – rather than disposable paper products.  
We hold services outdoors sometimes in mild 
weather, avoiding the need to cool the building.  
With the help of David Volkman – he admitted to 
me that he thought of the idea while staring at the 
ceiling of our sanctuary/social hall on Yom Kippur 
- we are looking into putting solar paneling atop 
our building.  We hope to put in a bike rack in the 
future and would welcome our members biking to 
TBS (we’re just off the Putnam Trailway).  And, 
beginning this coming summer, TBS is going to 
host the Mahopac Farmer’s Market each Sunday.  
All in all, an impressive list.  And, frankly, all of 
this was accomplished without much congregation-
wide coordination.  I think that we would be an 
excellent candidate for the GreenFaith program.  
Would you please let me know if this is an area of 
synagogue life where you would like to become 
more involved? 

Very early in the Torah, in the first chapter 
of Breishit/Genesis, the Torah tells us that God put 
humankind in the Garden of Eden to both “work” 
the land and to protect it.  Living, as we do, in such 
a beautiful area, we are reminded each day that that 
responsibility continues in our time, preserving our 
planet and serving as its stewards, even as we use 
its resources.  My hope is that we see this 

responsibility extending beyond our homes to 
include what happens in our beloved synagogue, in 
the months and years ahead. 

  

Rabbi Eytan Hammerman 

 

 

 

Scrip Order 
Dates 
 3/4/12 

3/18/12 

4/15/12 

4/29/12 
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Sometimes we talk at 8AM, 
sometimes it’s 9 at night.  He can be 
at home, in the office or in his car. 
This is not my day job but this is 
his; it is who he is and what he does. 

We speak about money, programs, and challenges 
and enjoy the successes. We look for solutions and 
compromises to help fix things that are just not 
right. We plan for the future and dream about what 
staff he would like to see hired when we reach 200 
families. Sometimes he is in his car traveling back 
from a meeting or seeing someone in the hospital; 
sometimes I hear his little ones in the background 
and they make me giggle. He is brimming with 
ideas and all we want is to make them happen and 
for them to be successful. Thirty-one new families 
in 18 months; how did he get that accomplished? 
Tenacity and lots of personal phone calls. Not one 
other synagogue in Westchester or Putnam can 
boast about this.  They are asking us what we are 
doing.  He personally invites potential members to 
our programs. Does he ever sleep, I ask? We look 
at his ongoing prospect list and I can’t even figure 
out where all those names came from.  He tells me 
he wants to use our china (for temple dinner 
events) that hasn’t seen the light of day in the 12 
years that I have been with the temple. The temple 
phone rings. It is a congregant that must speak with 
him right away. We say good bye and try to 
connect again later. We play phone tag a few times 
before we reconnect that day. He is off to a meeting 
with the local clergy, then back to his office to 
write his sermon.  I never will get past that he can 
write something on Friday at 3PM and not even 
break a sweat about it. He tells me he wants to 
apply for another grant and we should think about a 
program.  He attends the House and Grounds 
meeting, Ritual Committee meeting, Exec Board 
meeting, Board of Trustees meeting, Programming 
meeting, Marketing Committee meeting….and 
those are the ones at the shul and sometimes all in 
the same week.  And wait, Joel calls and asks if he 
can he speak at this week’s Men’s Club event.  He 
is teaching Hebrew, has a class one Saturday a 

month, and does a class at Taza Café and The 
Freight House. There’s his Intro to Judaism course 
that I would love to attend. He will read our book 
for Book Club, although I really can’t figure out 
when he will squeeze that in. Today is Wednesday, 
so I know that he will be cooking with our Chai 
School teens and I ask “what’s for dinner?” If it 
sounds better than what I’m serving then I may join 
them!  I ask how the presentation at JTS went and 
he tells me “great”, but then I would expect nothing 
less. There are days when his phone rings off the 
hook and we hardly have time to talk. Mondays are 
his day off but someone has called on Sunday 
asking if he could he do a funeral, even though that 
means driving to Long Island where the internment 
will be. “Of course,” he tells them.  He will have to 
spend some time speaking with the family to 
comfort them and to find out about the deceased so 
he can write a meaningful eulogy. This week he 
will need to meet with some b’nai mitzvah children 
and families to go over speeches and their projects.  
I ask him about a few other ideas he has mentioned 
to me before today.  Well, he breaks out his 
ongoing list of items under my name so we can go 
over them.  Oy, this list is longer than my arm (not 
really but I think it could be). He crosses off items 
that we resolve, I’m sure to make room for others.  
Rebecca has called and she is stuck in traffic so he 
will have to run (literally) home to get the girls 
ready for bed, then runs back to TBS when 
Rebecca gets home.  Oh, and did I mention that he 
actually conducts services on Friday nights and 
Saturday mornings?  His calendar is brimming with 
meetings - morning, noon and night.  Just ask him 
to see it some time. 

So you see that a day in the life of Rabbi 
Hammerman is not exactly what you may have 
thought.  

   

 

A Day in the Life of  our Rabbi by Georgene Perlman 
 

 
Who’s Cat? 

Keep Reading  

to find out! 
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I want to take this opportunity to 
reflect on our Hebrew School Shab-
bat experiences. It has been a time 
of great excitement and growing 
curiosity. It is a process that we are 
learning from and hoping to edu-
cate along the way.  Teachers are 

endeavoring to make the learning opportunities en-
gaging on a new level and by offering differing elec-
tives we are hoping parents can find their own moti-
vation for being part of Shabbat at TBS.  It isn’t easy 
to break old habits, or for that matter, have new ones 
feel comfortable at first.   By working outside the 
“pencil and paper box” few are finding new ways to 
stimulate and present our curriculum.  Our teachers 
are stretching their imaginations by using Twister to 
teach Hebrew, Jeopardy style games to share history 
and skits for weekly parsha stories.  Sticky notes and 
pre-printed quotes take the place of whiteboard and 
chalk. In speaking with parents, students, as well as 
our teachers, we come out with mixed reviews.  
Many like the new learning/teaching model, some 
like the idea of a whole day off.  Some  children like 
knowing their parents are in services, even though 
they prefer to sit with their friends.  Parents, who 
may not necessarily attend services, like being able 
to spend time in the Sanctuary, others find the elec-
tives motivating and some are still trying to make 
the connection for themselves.  Please take a second 
to share you own thoughts with me as we continue 

building this new idea for our school.  Thanks to 
Susan Chavis who makes sure we have food for each 
lunch and to Express Innovations grant that help 
fund this experience. 

 

We have lots of other special events for our students, 
not the least of which is Purim and the ever popular 
carnival.  This year as Purim and Megillah reading 
take place on Wednesday evening we have decided 
to link the festivities to our regular Hebrew School 
day.  Send your child to Hebrew School with (or 
dressed in) a costume.  We have some pre-Purim 
activities planned as the children arrive.  We kick off 
the official festivities with the carnival from 5:00-
6:00.  Parents please plan to meet up with your chil-
dren by 6:15 so we can begin the next section of the 
festivities together. Everyone is invited for a lite sup-
per in anticipation of our Gimmel, Dalet and Hey 
students stepping up to read from Megillat Esther 
beginning at 6:15.  Come in costume and share the 
excitement with your children as we boo Haman and 
cheer for Mordechai and Esther. 

B’Shalom 

Carol 

 

 

Hebrew School Schmooze 
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Saturday, April 21st at 8:30pm 

Dancing, Entertainment,                    
Refreshments                              

Old Fashioned Ice Cream Party 

Featuring:                                
Derek Evan-Entertainer/DJ 

To see Derek perform visit: 
www.derekevan.com 

RSVP 845-628-6133 

$20 Temple Members 

$25 Non-Members  

Ritual Committee News 

Alicia Raskob, Ritual Committee Chair 

   Women are very important to TBS. Our president 
is a woman, many of our most active volunteers and 
committee chairs are women. Women lead our ser-
vices as gabbaim and Torah readers and service 
leaders. We could actually use a few more men to 
help lead services. 

   Why then do we still use the “a” page in the siddur 
for the Amidah prayer, which names our patriarchs, 
and excludes the matriarchs? Why not discuss mak-
ing a significant change to the “b” page to include 
these very important women? 

   Conservative Judaism is responsive to change, 
and our congregation should be as well. When we 
attend simchas at other conservative congregations 
we noticed that many of them recite the Amidah with 
the matriarchs now. 

   Rabbi Hammerman prepared a responsa for us to 
study, which detailed why it was in keeping with tra-
dition to make this change, why other even more 

significant changes have been made to the prayers, 
to the Amidah, over time. And why it is important to 
include the women. After discussing the matter, we 
voted for the change. 

So next time you are at services, you will be praying 
to the patriarchs and matriarchs… about time we 
thought! Let us know your thoughts, and if you 
would like to see the responsa yourself. 

   Our Purim celebration is coming up, and we are 
looking forward to the megillah reading. Lynn 
Michaels worked hard dividing up the portions and 
giving them out, with trope trainer tapes for those 
who wanted extra study. And Jeff Guest and helpers 
are preparing the goodies that everyone gets, sha-
lach manot. Thanks to them for their hard work. 

Happy Purim everyone. See you at services! 

Alicia Raskob 

 

HAZAK “GOLDEN OLDIES” PARTY 
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Shabbat Mornings at Temple Beth Shalom 

On a monthly basis,                         
Temple Beth Shalom offers several Shabbat 

morning “electives”  
for the entire community 

 

Choices: 

Exercise your Body I:  TBS has partnered with Lib-
eration Yoga in Mahopac to offer an intro-level yoga 
class (free; you can meet Barbara, our teacher, at 
liberationny.com) 

Exercise Your Mind – Rabbi Hammerman will con-
tinue to offer a provocative and interesting 45- min-
ute class each Shabbat morning. 

Exercise Your Body II:  Join other TBS members in a 
refreshing walk/jog near Lake Mahopac or the Put-
nam County Trailway. 

 

Time 9:15 – 10 AM (concluding when Shabbat AM services begin); Kiddush 
lunch follows each week. 

Upcoming 2012 Dates: 

 

   March 24   April 21             May 12 
Note that these electives are being offered on Hebrew School “Shabbat School” days but are intended for adults and open to the entire 

congregation.  Babysitting is available for those parents with little ones. 
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BRIANNE PETRONE’S  

BAT MITZVAH PROJECT 

Help-a-Husky 
Siberian Husky Rescue/Awareness 

Having a love and respect for the Siberian Husky breed, which, in their cou-
rageous 1925 serum run helped save the children of Nome, Alaska, Brianne 
has chosen a project to promote awareness of the breed and support the 
Husky Rescue efforts in our area. 

Brianne will be making braided yarn bracelets in colors symbolizing the husky 
breed: Red (strength) Orange (energy) Yellow (intelligence, happiness) and 
White (cold, snow-driven). The bracelets will be available for sale and will be 
accompanied with a flyer introducing and explaining the husky breed and why 
so many of these beautiful, special dogs end up lost, mistreated and/or in 
shelters. Proceeds will go to the New York Siberian Husky Rescue/Dutchess 
County NY. 

Please join us on Sunday, March 18th for a showing of the popular Disney 
movie, Eight Below. This movie, based on a true story, provides entertaining 
insight into the fascinating, intelligent and lovable Siberian Husky breed. 
Bring your friends……open to ALL! 

Movie will be shown following Religious School 

Refreshments Will Be Supplied 

 



ADAR/NISAN/IYAR          5772                                          TEMPLE TIMES                                                               PAGE 9  

Recently at Temple Beth Shalom  

Asher, Elias and Dagan move the new He-
brew School furniture into the building 

Jen Klee prepares to serve some of the 
300 people who ate in the TBS Sukkah 

Allan Gunzburg and Adam Davies work  
to assemble the TBS Sukkah 

Bria and Michelle take part in the  
Project Yofi interviews 

Aaron Kintu Moses of the Abayudaya Jewish commu-
nity of Uganda speaks to the TBS Hebrew School 
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Temple Beth Shalom Community Quilt Project  

Temple Beth Shalom Quilt 
THEME: MY FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY 

Another TBS Beautification and Community Project 

BUY A BLOCK AND DESIGN IT WITH YOUR FAMILY 

CHOOSE EARLY FOR THE BEST SELECTION 

BLOCK SIZES AND PRICES 

6”X 6”   $54,   6”X12” $108,   9”X 9”   $136 

7”X15” $180,   15”X15”  $360    

Please contact Gail Plaut  845-878-4960 

for details, directions and more information 
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Temple Beth Shalom Community Quilt Project FAQs 
 
What’s the theme? 
My Favorite Jewish holiday. 
 
How do I get started? Do I have to know how to sew? 
Look at the quilt project design in the lobby of the Temple and contact Gail Plaut @ 845-878-4960 to discuss 
which quilt block you would like to purchase. No, you don’t have to know how to sew. 
 
How do I make the actual quilt block or square? 
Once you have decided which block you are going to make, you will be given the actual fabric that will be 
used in the quilt.  It will have a paper backing that will stabilize the fabric so that you will be able draw on it. 
The paper backing will be removed prior to sewing it into the quilt. 
 
Where do I get ideas and how do I draw on the fabric? 
Look on the internet, books, cards or any other place you might find inspiration, your imagination is your only 
limitation. You will be shown how to transfer your idea onto the fabric using a light tracer. You can embellish 
your square with anything that would add interest and color to your block design. Fabric markers and embel-
lishment ideas will be available for you to use.  Be sure to put your name on the quilt block! 
 
Who should participate? 
Everyone! To make it a real community project, families should purchase blocks and make a family design 
together. Groups of families may want to get together to purchase some of the larger, more expensive squares. 
 
When can I do this? When will the quilt be completed? 
Once you get your square, you’re go to go. If you need help, call Gail Plaut @ 845-878-4960 to arrange a mu-
tually convenient day and time to meet or talk through ideas.  The quilt can’t be completed until all the blocks 
have been created, so get your block and start designing!  

 

 

 

Interested in working on the Temple Times? 

TBS is looking for volunteers to edit and publish future editions 
of the Temple Times, our award winning newsletter. 

Contact Georgene Perlman for more information 
President@TBSMahopac.org  
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A Four-Alarm Fire and a Rabbi who Came to the Rescue 
Dear Members of TBS, 

January 16th, 2012 was an unusual day and it started 
off with a loud bang, literally.  That Monday morn-
ing was Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.   The next day, 
January 17th, was supposed to be my first day of my 
last semester of law school; so my plans for that 
Monday were simple: I was going to spend the 
whole day reading for classes.   

But on that Monday morning, at about 9:30AM, my 
plans changed in an instant.  As I said, my day 
started off with a loud bang.  That bang started in the 
electrical closet in the basement of my apartment 
building, 1471 Beacon St. in Brookline, MA.   The 
small fire that started in a tiny electrical closet 
quickly worked its way up to the top floors of the 
building, and soon the small fire became a confla-
gration. 

I am not sure what woke me up that morning: per-
haps it was the noise from my smoke detector or the 
pungent smoke that filled my room, but in either 
case, as soon as I woke up, I knew I had to take de-
cisive action.   

I quickly got out of bed; grabbed my eyeglasses and 
jeans; and ran to my bedroom door.  I could not be-
lieve what was happening, but I knew this was the 
“real deal.”  As I was running towards my door, I 
thought about making a sharp right towards the front 
door of my apartment.  The fire escape was towards 
my left, but left was also the direction of my kitchen 
– perhaps someone had left the oven on I thought to 
myself.  But once I went through my bedroom door 
and into the hallway of my apartment, I looked to 
my right and saw nothing but a dark cloud of smoke.  
When I looked to my left, I saw smoke, but at least I 
could see in that direction.  I headed left. 

As I ran through my kitchen and towards the fire 
escape, I realized that I was barefoot, and had noth-
ing on except for a t-shirt and jeans.  Though I was 
wary of the cold weather that awaited me, my fear of 
the fire directed my every action.  I would not hesi-
tate for socks; a sweater or anything, I just wanted to 
get out of the building alive and well.   

 

So I ran down the stairs of the fire escape with all 
haste.  One flight…two flights… three flights… four 
flights, and with no hesitation, I ran outside to the 
back of the apartment.  Outside, I saw other resi-
dents of my building who had just made their way 
out.  I heard a scream and looked up.  A girl was 
trapped on the top floor.  A window on the top floor 
was open and smoke was incessantly making its way 
out of the building.  I am not sure when the fire de-
partment arrived, I lost all track of time, but they 
soon made their way to the building.   

In the chaos of the moment, I had the clarity to ask 
to borrow someone’s cell phone.  A girl from my 
building let me use her phone for a few minutes.  I 
quickly put a phone call in to my mother – I wanted 
to apprise of her the situation and let her know that I 
was okay; and I definitely did not want her to find 
out about the fire from a news report.  

As soon as I got off the phone, I lost it.  The build-
ing was on fire and my possessions were gone, lost 
to the flames.  I made it out alive, but I had no idea 
how my life could possibly get back to normal.  
Where would I live?  What would I do?  Was the 
girl who was trapped on the top floor going to be 
okay?  Did my apartment mates make it out?  Maybe 
they did make it out okay I thought; I wanted to 
check their bedrooms before I left the building, but 
all of their rooms were through that dark smoky cor-
ridor.  

In the mean time, as a million thoughts raced 
through my head, I realized that I needed to warm 
up lest I succumb to hypothermia.  Soon after the 
firemen arrived on the scene, I ran around the back 
of several Beacon St. buildings until I found a path 
to Beacon St.  At Beacon St., some neighbors from 
an adjacent building saw the clothing I had on and 
signaled me into their building.  They gave me 
shoes, socks, and a fleece jacket.  Their kindness 
warmed my body and my heart.     

As the firefighters continued to battle the flames, 
local community members helped out by donating 
food and clothing.   

(Continued on next page) 
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A Four-Alarm Fire and a Rabbi who Came to the Rescue 
(Continued from previous page) 

My parents quickly made their way up from New 
York to the Boston area; they were relieved to see 
me.   

Though I was certainly overwhelmed when my par-
ents arrived, we quickly began our plan of action.  
We had so much to do.  The task before us was enor-
mous – monetized, my loss was in the thousands of 
dollars; the final figure came to over $16,000.  Sim-
ply put, it was hard to know where to begin.   

Thankfully, we had help in the form of Rabbi Eytan 
Hammerman.  Once Rabbi Hammerman heard about 
my situation, he developed his own plan of action.  
On my behalf, he contacted several Rabbis in the 
Brookline area.  He also contacted the town of 
Brookline to see what type of assistance might be 
made available.   And once my parents gave the 
Rabbi my cell phone number, he was constantly 
checking in with me to get updates on my situation.  
Did you lose everything?  Did you find housing?  
What are your needs?  The Rabbi asked all of these 
questions and he was persistent in his attempt to find 
out the answers.  

I am not sure what I would have done without the 
Rabbi’s help.   Because of his efforts, I quickly 
found housing; I obtained financial assistance from 

different Jewish charities that he put me in touch 
with; and I also obtained some financial assistance 
from the town of Brookline – again, Rabbi Hammer-
man was there to find the proper contacts in Brook-
line so that I could get the proper assistance I 
needed.   

Rabbi Hammerman’s efforts were impressive.  Dr. 
Llloyd Gellineau of the Brookline Health Depart-
ment certainly thought so: As Dr. Gellineau ex-
plained, the Rabbi called the town with a well-
thought out plan of action just as Brookline town 
officials were discussing the idea of providing assis-
tance for the residents of my apartment building.  
Without a doubt, Rabbi Hammerman’s efforts were 
heroic: he went above and beyond his job descrip-
tion, and for that, I am eternally grateful. . . .  

Though the fire happened almost three weeks ago, 
until this past week, normalcy was a term that 
seemed alien to me.  Thankfully, because of the ef-
forts of Rabbi Hammerman, normalcy has returned 
to my life.  I am now prepared to end the semester 
with a loud bang.  This time, it will be in the form of 
good grades and a great graduation celebration!    

L’Shalom, 

Alex Freundlich 

We would like to thank the entire 
congregation of TBS for their       

support and prayers after the fire that 
swept through Alex's apartment in 

Brookline, Massachusetts.                      
The fire fund has helped replace 
items that were lost and has been 

utilized to help Alex get back on his 
feet again! Thank you so much to all 

who donated!!  

The Freundlich Family 
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Only events that were available at the time of publication were included. For a 
more current listing, please check the online calendar at TBSMahopac.org.  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1                                     
10a Coffee & Con-
versation w/ 
Rabbi—Freight 
House Café             
5:30p Gentle Yoga 
for the Mature Body 
7p Intro to Judaism 
@ YJC                   
7:30p House & 
Grounds Mtg  

2                                  
5:45p Shabbat 
Across America 
Services with dinner 
to follow 

3                            
10a Shabbat Morn-
ing Service 

7:30p Sisterhood 
Purim Party 

4 SCRIP ORDERS 
DUE!                             
9a Men’s Club       
12p TBS Got Talent 
Previews                   
7p TBS Movie Night 
“The Debt” 

5   6                                 
9:15a My Child & 
Me                               
7p Book Club    
Organization Mtg 

7                                     
3p Purim for Tots   
4:30p Purim Carni-
val                                       
5:30p Purim Dinner    
6:30p Megillah 
Reading 

8  PURIM        
5:30p Gentle Yoga 
for the Mature Body   
7:30p Executive 
Committee Mtg    
7:30p Men’s Club 
Mtg 

9                               
5:30p Tot Shabbat 
7:30p Shabbat  
Evening Service         

10                                  
10a Shabbat            
Morning Service 

11                                  
11a Kosher Baking 
w/ Georgene 
Perlman 

12 13                              
9:15a My Child & 
Me                                

14 15                           
5:30p Gentle Yoga 
for the Mature Body  

16                                     
8p Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

17                                      
9:15a Adult Ed.      
10a Shabbat                
Morning Service        
8p Hazak Social 

18  SCRIP ORDERS 
DUE!                                   
9a Board Mtg                            
11:15a Programming 
(Membership) Mtg                  

19 20                                   
9:15a My Child & 
Me                                 
7:30p Ritual                  
Committee Mtg                                

21                                                        
6:30 Chai School 

22                                   
11a Coffee & Con-
versation w/ 
Rabbi—Tazza Café  
5:30p Gentle Yoga 
for the Mature Body   

23                           
5:30p Tot Shabbat   
8p Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

           

24                              
9:15a Adult Ed.         
9:15a Hebrew 
School—Shabbat 
School                                   
10a Shabbat               
Morning Service                        
12p Kiddush  
Luncheon   

25  

NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

26 27                         
9:15a My Child & 
Me                                                       

28                             
6:30 Chai School         

29                             
5:30p Gentle Yoga 
for the Mature Body           

30                            
8p Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

         

31                                         
HVKUSY Spring 
Kinnus                            
10a Shabbat              
Morning Service 

March 20 12  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1                                      

NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

                               
HVKUSY Spring 

Kinnus                              

2  3                               
9:15a My Child & 
Me                                       

4 

NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

                              

5                            
10a Coffee & Con-
versation w/ 
Rabbi—Freight 
House Café              
5:30p Gentle Yoga 
for the Mature 
Body    7:30P 
House & Grounds 

6                                        
8a Siyum Service 

7                                     
9:15a Adult Ed.      
10a Shabbat                
Morning Service             
5:30p TBS Commu-
nity Seder 

8                                             

NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

10a Morning             
Passover Service 

9 10                              
9:15a My Child & 
Me                                              

11 12         

No Gentle Yoga 

13 

OFFICE CLOSED   

10A Passover   
Morning Service    
8p Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

14                                    
10a Shabbat                
Morning Service              

15 SCRIP ORDERS 
DUE!                             
7p Movie Night 
“Tuesday’s with Mor-
rie” 

16 17 18                            
6:30 Chai School 

           

19                                      
Yom HaShoah   
5:30p Gentle Yoga 
for the Mature 
Body         7:30p 
Board Mtg 

20                            
5:30p Tot Shabbat   
8p Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

      

21                      
9:15a Adult Ed.         
9:15a Hebrew 
School—Shabbat 
School                                   
10a Shabbat               
Morning Service                        
12p Kiddush  
Luncheon                      
7:30p Hazak “Rock 
n Roll” Night 

22       

NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

23 24                                                   
7:30p Ritual             
Committee Mtg 

25                             
6:30 Chai School        
6:30p Off the Books 
Teen program @ 
JCC Yorktown       

26                                  
Yom HaAtsma’ut     
11a Coffee & Con-
versation w/ 
Rabbi—Tazza Café 
5:30p Gentle Yoga 
for the Mature 
Body                             
7:30p Program-
ming (Membership) 
Mtg                  

27                             
8p Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

     

28                          
10a Shabbat                
Morning Service                 
4p Hey Class at 
Rabbi’s house        

29  SCRIP ORDERS 
DUE!                                    

30      

Apr i l  20 12  
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Wishing a return to good health to those  
who are ill in our community 

   Mi’sheberakh ~רפואה שלמה

 

 

Asher David ben 
Miriam 

V’Yitzchak—Ed 
Sperling 

Chaim Zalman 
Ben Avraham 

Sally Braht 

Selma Chavis 

Barry Cohen 

Gisa Dollinger 

Stephen Erlitz 

Josh Goldenberg 

Yvonne Horowitz 

Muriel Jaffe 

Chrissy Johnson 

Alex & Dominic 
Mastrangelo 

Michelle Minkoff 

Elfraim Ogen 

 

 

 

Carol & Murray 
Pess 

Marge Pollack 

Nicole Rogers 

Yossel be 
Schmuel 

Rosalie steiner 

Joseph 
Ungerleider 

Doris & Ernie 
Vecca 

Yehuda Michael 
ben Tzvi 

Rueben ben 
Etyl—Richard 

Zager 

Robin Zencheck    

If you see a name on the 
Mi’Sheberakh list who,  

thank God, has returned to good 
health, please notify the office at 

office@tbsmahopac.org.  

March  

1 Rachel Bloom    
 Joshua Gershman              
3 Kanna Wohl                   
5 Rita Shankewitz 
 Bartman  
 Celia Goldstein                           
6 Ellen Freebern                           
7 Jacob Berkwits                    
8 Joseph Freebern 
 Jordan Katz                              
10 Gail Plaut                                  
11 Jeffrey Guest                             
12 Ella Zimmerman  
 Michael Zimmerman                     
13 Marty Greenberg 
 Amiram Ranani                       
14 Steven Stochel                    
15 Michael Doherty 
 Marc Kandel                            
17 Alan Belsky                               
18 Sydney Bartman 
 Howard Hammer                      
19 Joshua Chavis                         
21 Marc Houslanger 
 Jessica Zager                          
23 Michelle Kushner
 Ariel Simon                               
24 Jennifer Lomas  
 Jeffrey Roberts  
 Robert Roffman  
 Sarah Shectman                        
25 Phyllis Solar                             
26 Bari Chavis                              
27 Jennifer Bates                           
28 Amy Solar-Doherty                   
29 Gary Lowenberg 
 Karen Savir  
 William Michael Vatkin           
30 Rebecca Peikes                       
31 Noah Bromberg 

April  

3 Sarah McDermott                   
5 William Branca                `
 Joel Greenberg  
 Judith Occhiogrossi                   
6 Samuel Greenberg    
 Bennett Pallant               
7 Melissa Carrillo  
 Nathan Cohen  
 Sharon Gunzburg      
8 Ruby Aday                         
9 Harold Lichtman           
12 Susan Lowenberg             
13 Scott David Liff     
 April Ljumic                             
15 Emily Dancygier 
 Abigail Klein 
 Hannah Martin     
16 Steven Peikes  
 Michael Reich            
17 Jocelyn Peikes  
 William Raefski  
 Michael Sanders-De Mott 
18 David Freundlich 
 Spencer Rubin     
19 Eric Klee   
 Phyllis Nadelhaft 
 Richard Zager     
20 Martha Pallant  
 Susan Tuzman     
23 Susan Gershon  
 Glenn Sapir     
25 Alec Petrone  
 Ari Pollack     
26 Daniel Katz  
 Melody Weisman    
27 Ilene Thompson                
29 Susan Katz     
30 Jeanne Toovell 

  

 

Please notify the office if you or 
a family member is ill or in the 

hospital, so that Rabbi 
Hammerman can schedule a 

visit.  Your phone call is greatly 
appreciated. 

  845-628-6133 

   Did we miss your birth-
day? Please let us know! 

Yom Huledet Sameakh  

 יום הולדת שמח
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 Chai School is the new Temple Beth Sha-
lom educational program for our 8th-
12th graders.  Meeting every other Wednesday 
of the year, we split into two groups when we 
first arrive.  One group meets in the Oy Vey 
Café with Anat McMahon, our beloved He-
brew teacher.  With Anat, we work to improve 
our conversational Hebrew, learning modern 
Hebrew slang and important vocabulary and 
getting to know some more Israeli culture.  The 
second group goes straight into the kitchen to 
cook dinner with Rabbi Hammerman.  Recent 
cuisine has included Chinese (we made our 
own eggrolls!), make-your-own pizza and 
“Super bowl food.”  About halfway through 
the evening, both groups join together for din-
ner and some spirited conversation.  Special 
guests join us as well and once every few 
months we get together with teenagers from 
four other local synagogues.  About fifteen of 
us come to each Chai School day.  Chai School 
is something to really look forward to after our 
Hebrew School years are over! 

  

What, exactly, is “Chai School”? 

 Despite the worst snowfall of the season so far, 
six of us dared to venture out to 12 Grapes on North 
Division Street in Peekskill on January 21st for dinner 
and live music. Some carpooled from the temple, oth-
ers came by themselves. We enjoyed a phenomenal 
gourmet kosher meal of wine, pizza margarita, seared 
tuna with spicy sauce, fresh bread with pesto, arugula 
salad, mushroom ravioli and farfalle pasta with arti-
chokes and sun dried tomatoes. The owner, Jeannie, 
cleverly positioned our group in the corner farthest 
from the band so that we could not only hear the mu-
sic but could talk to one another and actually hear 
what one another was saying. The romantic lighting 
and colors of the “Soho” club made us feel as though 
we were in NYC rather than Westchester County. The 

place was absolutely packed despite the weather out-
side. After dinner, the band, Pocket Change, came on. 
It was a high-end R&B/Funk group consisting of both 
male and female musicians and a horn section with a 
saxophone and a trombone player. A number of the 
musicians had been members of Gil Parris’s Grammy-
award-winning band. They played cover songs from 
the 70’s and 80’s and got everyone dancing…well, 
almost everyone (LOL)! Some had dessert, others 
were too stuffed. In this matchmaker’s eyes, a connec-
tion may have been made among two of the evening’s 
participants, but then again, romance is a lot like 
Lotto…hey, you never know. 

Singles Scoop                                     

by Dana Chipkin 
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Our planning session on Thursday, 
January 17, 2012 was very successful in 
developing new programs for our club 
in addition to our monthly breakfasts.  
They include monthly collection of food 
for St. John’s food pantry, camping trip, 
attendance at the Renegade’s baseball 
game in August, Las Vegas night and 

indexing of all the professions in our temple family.  
We will now have monthly planning meetings to dis-
cuss these and other programs on the second Thursday 
of each month at 7:30pm. 
 I want to finalize the birthday/anniversary calen-
dar and our brick paver walk.  The deadline has been 
postponed, hopefully for the last time.  Please submit 

your calendar listing and business ad and consider a 
brick paver (at the old price of $125.00).  Don’t forget 
to order your Hashoah candles.  They are to be lit on 
April 19, 2012.  Call the temple to order. 
 See you at the next breakfast on Sunday, March 
4, 2012 at 9:00am.   
Shalom, 
Joel Greenberg, President 

 

The Programming Committee 
has many wonderful events 
planned for March and April.  

Please save the dates!!!  Here is a “tasting” of some of 
the events we’ve planned for you:  
 
TBS Presents Sunday Nights at the Movies will be 
showing THE DEBT starring Helen Marin on Sunday, 
March 4th at 7PM. The DEBT is a suspense thriller 
about a retired Mossad agent who comes out of retire-
ment to take matters into her own hands in order to 
complete a mission.  Refreshments will be served.  
Also, as part of Brianne Petrone’s Bat Mitzvah Project 
(Siberian Husky Rescue /Awareness), the ever-popular 
and heartwarming Disney movie, Eight Below, will be 
shown on Sunday, March 18th, immediately following 
religious school.  Refreshments will be served and we 
may even receive a visit from a very special mystery 
guest following the movie!!  All are welcome!! 
 
The TBS Book Club will be meeting on Tuesday, 
March 6th at 7PM. We will be discussing ways to cre-
ate a new and improved format for the Book Club. 
Bring your ideas and book suggestions to the meeting. 
Your input is important! Please join us!!!!! 

Join us for a fun-filled PURIM Celebration on 
Wednesday, March 7th starting at 4:45PM with a Pu-
rim Carnival and dinner. The Megillah reading will 
start at 6:30PM. Wear your favorite Purim costume. 

We’ll supply the graggers and noisemakers. Haman-
taschen and other delicious desserts will be served. 
 
We are planning to have a Host/Be Hosted Shabbat 
dinner/luncheon sometime in March.  Further informa-
tion to follow.  
 
Our annual SECOND NIGHT PASSOVER SEDER 
will take place on Saturday night, April 7th at 5:30PM. 
Information about the Seder will be sent out immedi-
ately after Purim. If you plan to attend, we suggest you 
“RSVP” immediately because we are expecting an-
other “sellout crowd” and seating is limited. Last 
year’s Seder was fabulous, and we know it will be 
even better this year! Our own Joey Pomerantz will be 
creating and cooking another delicious Passover feast 
for us!!!!!!  
 
Please check your constant contacts and your Shabbat 
Weekly Announcements for additional events and pro-
gramming information.  Also, feel free to call or e-mail 
me with an event or program you’d like to see included 
in our programming schedule now or in the future.  
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Wendy Greenberg 
Programming Chair 
 

A POTPOURRI OF PLANS FROM                             
THE PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE  

Temple Beth Shalom Men's Club's 13th 
Annual Millenium Breakfast / Forum 
Sunday Jan. 8, 2012. Left to right: Ma-
hopac School Supt. Thomas Manko, 
Rabbi Eytan Hammerman, County Ex-
ecutive Mary Ellen Odell, Men's club 
President Joel Greenberg. Not in photo 
Deacon John Scarfi from St. Johns. 



ADAR/NISAN/IYAR          5772                                          TEMPLE TIMES                                                               PAGE 19  

 



PAGE  20                                                                     TEMPLE TIMES                               MARCH/APRIL 2012 

Birthright Israel by Marge Pollack 

Most parents would agree that our children deserve our 
love and loyalty. By our continuous support and inter-
est in their endeavors, we promote their success in life.  
Within our Temple Beth Shalom family a few of our 
young adults recently participated in one of the Birth-
right Israel programs. We are most proud of Tess Bett-
man, Barbara Weisman, Bari Chavis, and Travis Sca-
vone for broadening their horizons.  They received the 
gift of a first time educational trip to Israel for young 
Jewish adults ages 18 to 26. It’s the experience of a 
lifetime provided by private philanthropists through the 
Birthright Israel Foundation, Government of Israel, 
Jewish Federation and Jewish communities around the 
world such as North American Jewish Federation. 
Taglit-Birthright Israel’s founders (a Jewish Israeli reg-
istered charity) created the program to send thousands 
of young Jewish adults from all over the world to Israel 
as a gift to diminish the growing division between Is-
rael and Jewish communities around the world and to 
strengthen participants’ personal Jewish identity and 
connection to the Jewish people!   Our TBS young 
adults were eager to share their impressions of and ex-
periences in Israel.  They left the USA with an open 
mind willing to learn and participate voluntarily in 
what Israel has to offer. 

I asked them to think about and tell us: 

 How you learned about the program.                   
 What made you decide to participate?             
 How did you prepare for your stay in Israel?   
 (Educationally)                                                   
 How has this experience influenced your                 
 thoughts and practices of Judaism?                         
 What would you advise others who may be 
 thinking about participating in the Birthright      
 Israel experience?    
 Share a personal anecdote about your stay in  
 Israel. 

Some of the students learned about the program 
through friends and family members that have gone on 

the trips previously.  More information about the pro-
gram was available at USY programs.  Others learned 
about it through Hillel groups on their college campus. 
It is a free, 10 day trip to Israel for Jewish students who 
want to experience what they have learned about at re-
ligious school, high school and college. “Attending 
Jewish summer camp, before enrolling in this program, 
certainly does help” said Tess. “Sometimes you can 
reconnect with friends from school or camp who are 
also in a group.” 

 Groups touring and working together can be as large as 
50 participants.   There is a planned event for all groups 
to gather together for a Shabbat weekend held at a con-
cert/conference center. Barbara has shared that “I feel 
this experience has solidified my thoughts about Juda-
ism. It is not just a religion but also a culture. I would 
advise all young Jews to participate in this program. I 
would tell them that they should go with whatever 
group they feel fits the best so that they are able to gain 
the greatest experience. “   Tess remembers that, “when 
my flight landed in Tel-Aviv and we walked through 
the airport to get on our bus which would become our 
home for the next 10 days, we walked through a crowd 
of Israeli soldiers who sang out to us “Shalom 
Alecheim,” and welcomed us home. I think this was 
my “ah-ha!” moment on the trip. I realized that I was 
finally in the holy land, the land our ancestors and fore-
fathers have fought to protect for centuries. It is one 
thing to hear about Israel’s beauty and ancient sites, but 
it is another to experience them for yourself and know 
that you are in a land that connects all Jewish people 
throughout time.” 

Pictured Above—Travis Scavone 
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Birthright Israel cont... 

All agree that spending time with some soldiers who accom-
panied their group was not only enjoyable but enlightening. 
“One thing that I really enjoyed about my trip, said Travis, 
was talking to the Israeli soldiers in my group.   I am a con-
tracted ROTC Cadet at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and 
when I graduate I will be commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant 
in the US Army. I got an opportunity to compare what they 
do every day as soldiers to the training I have been through 
and explain to them what it is like to be in college and train-
ing at the same time.  One of the Israelis in my group is a 
Communications Officer, which is the branch I am most 
interested in going into, so I was able to compare what I 
would be doing to what she does every day. The thing that 
impressed me the most was the amount of pride that they 
have in serving their country and how everyone in the coun-
try shares that.” 

Tess also learned a lot about the Israeli mentality. “One of 
our stops was to a playground that doubled as a bomb shel-
ter in Sderot, one of the most heavily bombed cities in Is-
rael. The playground was built in order to give kids a safe 
space to be kids in such a hectic and unpredictable city. In-
side the playground, we learned that an alarm goes off in 
Sderot when a missile is detected, giving families no more 
than 15 seconds to run to a safe space for protection. The 
point of the playground is to give children and their families 
a space to play and not have to worry about losing their lives 
in a missile attack. Apparently, the week before we visited 
the playground and played with the children, the city was 
attacked. It broke our hearts to learn that just days after we 
left the site, the city was hit again. Upon hearing this news, 
we asked our tour guide why families didn’t move out of 
Sderot or even out of Israel for that matter. She replied, 
“Everywhere Israelis are not, we do not exist.” I think my 
entire group learned a lot from this experience, about how 
Israel is the Jewish homeland and Israelis will fight for their 
lives to keep it that way.” 

Bari shared that “My trip in Israel was something I will 
never forget in my entire life.  We traveled the entire coun-
try from the mountains to the Negev.  Yes, we were ex-
hausted, but we did not complain about anything because of 
the beauty of the country. When I was at the top of the 
mountain at Ein Avdat in the Negev, the view was abso-
lutely breathtaking. While up on the top of this enormous 
mountain I gave myself a few minutes to reflect on every-
thing around me.  It made me think how Israel is such an 
amazing country. Being the size of New Jersey, Israel con-
tains snow-capped mountains, cities, beaches, Jerusalem 
itself and a desert. Everyone around Israel wants the land 

and now I know why. The beauty and pride, which the coun-
try holds within it, is something I feel you can’t find in 
America. I wouldn’t consider myself religious, but in Israel, 
you will never be looked down upon for being a Jew of any 
sort, which is a feeling I would have to say I never felt in my 
entire life. After experiencing this trip, I feel accepted in 
Israel. The Israeli soldiers were constantly telling us that 
even though we don’t live there, this is our homeland too.” 
After returning from her trip Bari joined Chabad. In this way 
she can continue to enrich her knowledge of and apprecia-
tion for Israeli customs and Judaism. 

This winter alone, it’s possible for 17,000 participants from 
32 countries to experience Israel. They can continue their 
journey with NEXT, a division of Birthright Israel Founda-
tion. It’s also possible to learn Hebrew on an I Phone which 
offers translations and audio pronunciations of common He-
brew words and phrases. With Alef, the NEXT website on 
Jewish identity, they can read articles written by other par-
ticipants featuring blogs from the bus and stories about life 
after being in Israel. They can connect to find Birthright Is-
rael alumni who live locally. Some have even shared Shab-
bat together and have hosted Shabbat meals in their homes. 
What a marvelous experience for all participants! 

 

Pictured—Left—Bari 
Chavis, Below—Tess 
Bettman 
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 In addition to the Birthright Israel programs, 
there is another way for our young adults to experi-
ence Israel. The Jewish National Fund (JNF) also 
provides community service trips. Throughout its 
history, JNF has been instrumental in developing 
communities in Israel and today plays a central role 
in creating and supporting communities in the north-
ern and southern regions.  Community development 
and increased housing opportunities are top priorities 
in Israel.  Families are given an alternative to Israel’s 
crowded and expensive centers. Existing Negev 
towns that have suffered from high unemployment 
and stagnant population growth for decades are be-
ing improved. Be’er Sheva , the capital of the 
Negev, is undergoing a renaissance with the con-
struction of a 1,700 acre riverfront park, an extensive 
environmental and economic development project.  

 Andrew Plaut went to Israel for a week this 
past January and volunteered in a community service 
each day. He helped to paint in an apartment build-
ing for low income residents. Another day he was 
part of a group who helped a farmer to weed the 

olive trees on his land. In Be’er Sheva Andrew’s 
group cleaned up an empty block in order to beautify 
and improve the space for a community center. They 
also picked clementines to donate to poor families.  

 “These mitzvah experiences”, said Andrew, 
“are a good way to get back to Israel after Birthright 
Israel”. Both programs are funded by donations. It is 
the cheapest way for college students to stay in Is-
rael. There is free time in the evenings to just hang 
out with friends in the local pubs. Services were at-
tended at a great modern synagogue in Jerusalem 
and, in contrast, also at a shul in a bomb shelter. 

 Andrew has been to Israel four times. He went 
with Rabbi Kalev’s group in 2007 and with the USY 
in 2009. He participated in the JNF Volunteer Pro-
gram in the spring of 2011 and again this past winter 
of 2012. Andrew looks forward to going again 
sometime since trips happen year round. “It’s a great 
opportunity to visit and serve the Holy Land!” 

Jewish National Fund Volunteering Trip 
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On December 1, 2011 Jewish kids throughout the 
New York Metropolitan area came together for the 
2011 Kadima Shabbaton.  Everyone seemed happy 
and excited to be there.  It was definitely a great ex-
perience and it made you feel proud to be Jewish.  
Our adventure began with the members of Koach 
meeting at Temple Beth El in New Rochelle to be 
picked up by our bus.  When the bus got there we 
got on and relaxed during the ride.  Next we were 
welcomed by the members of Kadima members of 
South Huntington Jewish Center.  We had a full 
agenda of activities planned for us which began the 
moment we stepped off the bus.  It was very excit-
ing to share this time with my friends and to make 
some new ones too! 
 
AGENDA 
Friday: 

Introduction- We were introduced to all of the USY 
board and adults of the Shabbaton and learning 
rules. 
 
Ice Breakers - Activities that got the Kadima mem-
bers of different temples to bond. 
 
Israel Education- Learned about Israeli inventions 
and what it would be like to go to Israel. (Did you 
know that cherry tomatoes and the Iphone were in-
vented in Israel?) 
 
Service- Prayed at our Friday night services. 
 
Dinner- Said our prayers and then ate a delicious 
meal. 
 
Ruach- Sang both prayers and Kadima cheers. 
 
Sicha - Discussion groups (Topic: Heroes)  
Dessert/Pick-up- We ate some great desserts and 

then got picked up by our host families. 
 
Sleepover- Host families of the synagogue volun-
teered to keep kids over at their homes for the night. 
Our kids were paired up with kids from their syna-
gogue to be with overnight. 
 
Saturday: 

Breakfast- Had a refreshing meal. 
 
Services-Prayed at our Saturday morning services. 
 
Lunch- Delicious light lunch. 
 
Sicha - Discussion groups (Topic- Heroes). 
 
Dinner - Said our prayers and then ate a delicious 
meal. 
 
Ruach - Sang both prayers and Kadima cheers. 
 
Free time and treasure hunt- Relaxed and had fun. 
 
“Yad b’ Yad”- Kadima Fundraising. We raised over 
$1,200 by playing “Don’t Forget the Lyrics.” 
 
Dance- We had a big party with dancing, food and 
socializing. 
 
Ending- Said “Good Bye” and got our luggage to-
gether for our drive home on the bus. 
 
Impressions: 

 The Shabbaton made you feel proud to be Jewish 
and it was a great experience! Everyone was very 
nice and helpful there. Most people’s favorite part 
was either Ruach, the dance, “Yad b’ Yad” or the 
sleepover.  Overall the Shabbaton was GREAT!!  

My Kadima Shabbaton Experience 
By Jackie Stochel- Kitah Dalet 
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Contributions   (December 1, 2011—January 31, 2012) 

    
General Fund 

For the Yahrzeit of Son, Sid Rosner from 
Agnes Rosner   

For the Yahrzeit of Pearl Meyer from 
Alan & Rhoda Edelman   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Fred Happ 
from Anita Feldman   

In Memory of Morton Pickman from Ann 
& Robert Roffman   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Samuel H. 
Berlin from Arnold Berlin   

In Honor of Marriage of Marlene & Allen 
Hochberg's son Matthew to Elissa Broz 
from Barbara & Jerry Grunt   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Maxwell Bal-
sam from Barbara Rachlin   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Rachel Bal-
sam from Barbara Rachlin   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Esther 
Weinstein from Carole Toledano   

In Honor of Birth of Arya Bates from 
David & Lynn Michaels   

For the Yahrzeit of Wife, Edith Goldberg 
from David Goldberg   

In Honor of Birthday of Miriam Yekutiel 
from Elaine & Bernie Jacobs   

In Honor of Allen & Marlene Hochberg's 
son's wedding from Elaine & Bernie Ja-
cobs   

For the Yahrzeit of Sister, Phyllis Freed-
land from Elaine Bessen   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Julius Lacher 
from Eleanor Bramesco   

For the Yahrzeit of Grandmother, Osne 
Bernard from Fara Volpe   

In Honor of Frances & Jack Tesler's 50 
Anniversary from Frederic Cossick   

 

For the Yahrzeit of Sister, Libby Seiden 
from Gail Plaut   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Abraham 
Leibman from Gerald Leibman   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother & father, 
Edith & Treitek Steinlauf from Jeanne 
Toovell   

For the Yahrzeit of Molly's mother & 
Jeff's grandmother, Sarah Brazinsky from 
Jeff & Molly Roberts   

For the Yahrzeit of Nan Jaffe from Jo-
seph Goldreich   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, William 
Lichtman from Judy Occhiogrossi   

In Honor of Miriam Yekutiel's birthday 
from Lynn Byrnes   

In Honor of Thanks to TBS for help and 
support during her recovery from Marge 
Pollack   

For the Yahrzeit of Husband, Ron Pol-
lack from Marge Pollack   

In Honor of In appreciation for Matthew 
& Elissa's Auf Ruf from Marlene & Allen 
Hochberg   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Barney 
Hendler from Marlene Hochberg   

For the Yahrzeit of Parents, Ros & Harry 
Lidsky from Marvin Lidsky   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Meyer Ber-
liner from Maxine Berlin   

For the Speedy Recovery of Robin 
Zencheck from Melody & Ira Weisman   

For the Yahrzeits of Grandmothers Rose 
Kosofsky and Minnie Levine from Nina 
Levine   

In Honor of Miriam Yekutiel's birthday 
from Norris Smith   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Elias Feldman 
from Patrice Liff   

For the Yahrzeits of Eli and Hannah Pa-
neth from Patrick & Kathleen Delamare   

In Honor of Frances & Jack Tesler's 50th 
Anniversary from Ro & Jean   

In Honor of Miriam Yekutiel's birthday 
from Shelley Kilcoyne   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Charles Siegel 
from Stacey Spilman   

For the Yahrzeits of Phyllis's parents, 
Harry & Adele Goldberg from Stephen & 
Phyllis Nadelhaft   

For the Yahrzeit of Stephen's grandfather, 
Hyman Baskin from Stephen & Phyllis 
Nadelhaft   

In Memory of Robert Roffman's mother, 
Harriet Roffman from Steve & Ellen 
Danetz   

In Memory of Bud Filer from Sue & 
Gary Loewenberg   

For the Yahrzeit of Grandmother, Anna 
Pfursich from Suzanne & Ami Ranani   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Ruth Born-
friend from Sylvia Philip   

In Memory of Ray's cat from The 
Michaels Family   

In Memory of Maxi from The Michaels 
Family   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother & grand-
mother, Ann Teplitsky from The Teplit-
sky Family   

In Honor of Rebecca Hammerman's 
Birthday from Wendy & Joel Greenberg   

In Memory of Bruce Schwartz' father, 
Milton Schwartz from Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg   

In Honor of Miriam Yekutiel's birthday 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg   
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Contributions   (December 1, 2011—January 31, 2012) 

In Memory of Penny Switf's brother, 
Neal Tilzer from Wendy & Joel Green-
berg   

In Honor of Birth of Sue & Louis 
Tuzman's granddaughter from Wendy & 
Joel Greenberg   

In Honor of Frances & Jack Tesler's 50th 
Anniversary from Wendy & Joel Green-
berg   

For the Speedy Recovery of Rich Zager 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg   

In Honor of Hayden Gutt's Bar Mitzvah 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Ruth Weiss 
from Wendy Greenberg   

Tzedakah Fund 
For the Yahrzeit of Father, Harry Langer 
from Edna Sterling   

For the Yahrzeits of Marian Lubin Gar-
son, David Lubin, Murray Garson from 
Nancy Bochichio   

Religious School Fund 
In Honor of Jeff Guest - For all his help 
with Hayden's Bar Mitzvah from Dana 
& Fred Gutt   

In Memory of Herbert "Bud" Filer from 
Ralph & Yvonne Horowitz  

 

 

USY (Youth) Fund 

In Memory of Felix Storch from 
Georgene & Eric Perlman  

Dreidel Fund 

In Honor of Birth of Caleb James Ofer 
from David & Lynn Michaels   

Alex Freundlich Fire 
Fund  

To Help Alex Freundlich from Alicia & 
Gerald Raskob   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Bernice 
& Jeff Guest   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Claire & 
Dennis Ullman   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Elaine & 
Bernie Jacobs   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Elissa 
Rekow   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Ellen & 
Gary Reing   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Ellen & 
Joseph Freebern   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Gail & 
Barry Plaut   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Georgene 
& Eric Perlman   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Ira & 
Melody Weisman   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Jill & 
Dennis Sanders-DeMott   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Judy & 
Joseph Occhiogrossi   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Jules 
Gidal   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Karen 
Kwan   

 

To Help Alex Freundlich from Linda & 
Al Silbert   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Marcia & 
Harold Lichtman   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Marge 
Pollack   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Nancy & 
Glenn Sapir   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Patricia 
& Alan Schwartz   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Phyllis & 
Michael Solar-Doherty   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Robin & 
Michele Kushner   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Ron & 
Marilyn  Arsham   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Susan & 
Gary Loewenberg   

To Help Alex Freundlich from The 
Michaels Family   

To Help Alex Freundlich from Wendy & 
Joel Greenberg   

 

 

 

The cat on page 4…..  

Is the beloved cat of 

 Ray Perlman.  

Thanks for playing!  

Have a picture to submit?  
Send it to                               

newsletter@tbsmahopac.org 

C ommemorate a celebration or 
memorialize a loved one with 
a personalized brick at the 

front path of the synagogue.  Each 
brick, at a cost of $150, can accom-
modate up to three lines with a 
maximum of thirteen characters per 
line. Contact the TBS office 
845/628-6133 or visit the TBS web-
site at  TBSMahopac.org for a 
BRICK PAVER order form. 

Order today! 845/628-6133 
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2 March/Adar 8  

Melvin Schechter 

3 March/Adar 9 

Nathan Hartman 
Edyth Lefferman 

4 March/Adar 10 

Adriane Horwitz 
Celia Mendelsohn 
Ray Perlman        
Ben Roberts 

5 March/Adar 11 

Stuart Feldman 
Ronald Pollack 

6 March/Adar 12 

David Bashkow  
Morris Posniak 

7 March/Adar 13 

Estelle Koswener 
Aaron Lichtman 

8 March/Adar 14 
Seymour Weinberger 

9 March/Adar 15 

Stephen Raskob   
Arthur Weisman 

10 March/Adar 16 

George Toovell 

11 March/Adar 17 

Mary Hertz         
Edna Sapakie 

13 March/Adar 19 

Frieda Horowitz 

14 March/Adar 20 

Ida Glasner 

15 March/Adar 21 

David Guest         
Samuel Zager 

16 March/Adar 22 

Helen Feldman 

17 March/Adar 23 

Morris Negrin 

 

21 March/Adar 27 

Josephine Gershon 
Donald Michelson 

22 March/Adar 28 

Charles Bornfriend 
Max Hammer    
Harry Schwartz  
Morris Tesler 

26 March/Nisan 3 

Elliot Weinstein 

27 March/Nisan 4 

Hilda Gershman 
Simon Hertz 

28 March/Nisan 5 

Herman Ecker 

29 March/Nisan 6 

Sarah Baskin    
Meyer Podell     
Sadie Siegel 

31 March/Nisan 8 

Christina Gould 

1 April/Nisan 9 

Belle Feldman 

2 April/Nisan 10 

Joseph Garfinkle 

3 April/Nisan 11 

Philip Corn 

5 April/Nisan 13 

Ida B. Grossman 

6 April/Nisan 14 

Shian Arsham 

7 April/Nisan 15 

Israel Katz 

9 April/Nisan 17 

Lillian Tesler 

11 April/Nisan 19 

Jack Nadelhaft     
Albert Schwartzer 

14 April/Nisan 22 

Abram Bress 

15 April/Nisan 23 

Michael Goldstein 

16 April/Nisan 24 

Cein Baskin            
Nadelhaft               
Edath Small 

20 April/Nisan 28 

Donna Schwartzer 
Daniel Robert   
Woolwich            

22 April/Nisan 30 

Samuel Simon 

23 April/Iyar 1 

Doris Gunzburg       
Minnie Rachlin 

24 April/Iyar 2 

Sol Gidal 

29 April/Iyar 7 

Rueben Buckvar    
Herman Small 

 

Yahrzeits   
May Their Memory be a Blessing 
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              EASY  WAYS TO HELP TBS                           

GoodSearch.comGoodSearch.com 
ATTENTION!  

 

Search online or 
buy through 

    goodsearch.com 
 

Type Temple Beth Shalom Temple Beth Shalom --  
Mahopac Mahopac   

in "Who do you GoodSearch for"  
(or link from  

TBSMahopac.org) 
And then link to your favorite 

online store.  
 

TBS gets paid every time you 
search or purchase. For added 
benefit, some stores will also 

accept SCRIP gift cards.  

Double or  
Triple (!!!) 

  your Donation FREE! 
             

EMPLOYER’S  
MATCHING FUNDS 

PROGRAM 
 

Your donation could double or 
triple without any expense to 
you. Call your Human Re-

sources Department or Commu-
nity  Relations office and ask 

about your company’s 
MATCHING FUNDS program. 
Some companies do not match 
donations to religious organiza-
tions, but some do.  Inquire with 

your HR Representative. 

COMMUNITY UPDATE 

 

A DULT CHILDREN OF   
HOLOCAUST 

 REFUGEES/SURVIVORS  
A Support Group in Peekskill meets  

once a month on Wednesdays,  
8:15-9:30pm. Contact  

Rosine Katan (914) 471-3522 

   Did You Know? 

You can now get your 
Kosher Meats at our    
local Stop & Shop! 

 

 

 

Please join us for   
Shabbat Across America 

Services! 
March 2, 2012 

 at 5:45pm 
Dinner to Follow! 

 

Save the Date 
TBS Communal Seder 

April 7, 2012                
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Co-Editors 
Beverly Petrone 
Dara Berkwits  
 

Advertising Editor 
David Michaels 
 
 
 

Contributors 
Dana Chipkin 
Gail Freundlich 
Ellen Gershman 
Wendy Greenberg  
Rabbi Eytan Hammerman 
Georgene Perlman 
Marge Pollack 
Alicia Raskob 
Glenn Sapir 
Melody Weisman 
Carol Zager 
Steven Bettman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Temple Beth Shalom 
newsletter is published five times 
per year and is provided by and for 
the membership of the synagogue. 
Neither Temple Beth Shalom, nor 
its members, assumes liability for 
any of the information, opinions or 
suggestions contained herein. 
Articles submitted are subject to 
editing. Contents may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from the Temple office. 
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. Submissions 
can be sent via email in Word or 
Publisher format to:  
newsletter@TBSMahopac.org.  

 

Newsletter Errors  
Occasionally errors & omissions 
are found in the pages of Temple 
Times. We appreciate being 
notified of any corrections by 
calling the TBS office 845/628-
6133. A newsletter staff member 
will return your call ASAP. The 
temple office is not responsible for 
newsletter content. Many thanks to 
our readers, Temple Times Staff 

 

 

 Participation in a vibrant, engaging and welcoming Jewish Community 
offering a wide range of religious, educational and social opportunities  

 Seats for the High Holy Days (one for each adult member)  
 An award-winning Religious School and Havurat Torah (our commu-

nity Hebrew High School ) 
 Warm and enriching Shabbat and Holiday Services 
 Outstanding clergy and professional leadership  
 Services of synagogue clergy at life cycle events  
 Dynamic inter-generational family programming 
 Special Holiday Celebrations and Social Events  
 Active Youth Groups  
 Men's Club and Sisterhood Activities and Programs 
 Outstanding Adult Education Programs 
 Participation in Israel Action Committee, Social Action Coalition, 

Worldly Seniors 
 Involvement in our local and global Jewish Community…and so 

much more.. 

Membership Has Its Benefits! 

 
Got Scouts? 

Temple Beth Shalom does! 

The Israeli Scouts will be with TBS June 5-7th, 2012.   

If interested in hosting or to help with planning                         
please contact                                                                           

Sharon Gunzburg at sharondesign@yahoo.com or                          
Robin Kushner at mrkush@netzero.net                                   

for more details. 
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When you’re planning your next Life Event, 
whether it’s a Wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or 

Buying/Selling a home…  
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 

"We're not just cruises !”  
                 

-All inclusive vacations, hotels, air, cruises ! 

-We accept American Express reward points for travel! 
 

(914) 962-6464 

Captain Jeff (TBS member) 

www.WestchesterCruiseAndTravel.com 
 
 

2% of the total value of your trip will be donated to TBS in your honor!   
Such a deal ! 

Europe, Caribbean, Mexico, 

Use Amex rewards for travel! 

Our 15th year! 
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WELL PUMPS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

GOULDS
Water

Systems

•Water Heaters
•Boilers
•Storage Tanks
•Water Softeners
•Sales
•Service
•Installation

Weekend Service No Extra ChargeWeekend Service No Extra Charge

Insured - Bonded

(845) 628-1288
or

(914) 962-3498

Dave Goldberg
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
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Sisterhood Gift Shop!Sisterhood Gift Shop!  
Visit the gift shop or contact EllenVisit the gift shop or contact Ellen  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

EE--mail Ellen at mail Ellen at   
Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  
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You’re ad  

could have been  

right here 
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Fresh Meats    Fresh Produce 
Bakery Department with a  

Selection of Kosher/Pareve Cookies 
Full Service Deli Catering 

Cheese’s from Around The World 
Full Line of Health & Organic Foods 
Fresh Seafood & Sushi Departments 

A full Selection of Gourmet Items 

(914) 245-1262 
3651 Lee Road 

Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
(across from the Jefferson Valley mall) 
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        CELL (917) 295-1407 

Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 

 

BRACES MAKE YOU BEAUTIFUL 
Visit our friendly office for a complimentary consultation 

Jodi Gorelick, DDS 
Orthodontic & Dentofacial Specialist 

530 Route Six, Mahopac 
(845) 628-1018 
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Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY           845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 

 

Did you know? 

If you are a Temple Times  
advertiser, you can advertise on 

our lobby display.  
Email David at  

 
LobbyDisplayAds@TBSMahopac.org 

  

or call him at (845) 528-2233 
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566 NORTH STATE ROAD 
BRIARCLIFF MANOR, NY 10510 

 
T (914) 698-4300      F (914) 698-0364  
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GRACIOUS SOCIAL CATERING SINCE 1945 

VÉÄÉÇ|tÄ 

gxÜÜtvx 
GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 

GENTLE DENTAL CARE 
 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 
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Temple Times thanks its  
advertisers for their sponsorship and support. 

 

Please show your thanks by  
supporting them and when you do, be sure to 

let them know that you saw their ad  
in the Temple Times. 
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