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From Rabbi Hammerman’s DeskFrom Rabbi Hammerman’s Desk   
Dear Friends, 

 

Today is March 31, 
2011.  NY Yankees 
Opening Day.  
Despite - or, maybe, 
because of - 
predictions for an 

"April Fools" snowstorm - I find myself 
thinking a lot today about baseball today, 
looking forward to brighter sunshine and 
warmer days.  I have been thinking about 
baseball for another reason as well, 
because this year celebrates the 100th 
birthday of the "Jewish Babe Ruth," Hank 
Greenberg.  Greenberg is widely 
acknowledged to have been the best Jewish 
baseball player of all time. 

            So, just how good was "the 
hammering Hank?"  He was baseball's RBI 
king; he led his Detroit Tigers to four AL 
pennants and two World Series titles; he 
won the American League MVP award 
twice; and, in a contest that riveted the 
nation, he challenged Babe Ruth's single-
season home-run record, finishing, in 1938, 
with 58 home runs, two short of Ruth's 60.  
Indeed, Hank Greenberg was one of 
baseball's best power hitters, no doubt.  
However, his fame transcended baseball 
because he was also America's best-known 
Jew, from 1933 until 1947.  It is important 
to remember that this was the period when 
Justice Brandeis, George Gershwin and 

Albert Einstein were also prominent 
American Jews - impressive company, no 
doubt.  Greenberg's fame and success were 
truly extraordinary - he was and remains 
the greatest Jewish-American sports hero 
of all time. 

            Born to Orthodox Jewish parents 
from Romania, Greenberg never hid his 
upbringing.  On the contrary, his religion 
was well-known and, as a result, he faced 
frequent, vicious anti-Semitic attacks, both 
on and off the field.  How did Greenberg 
respond?  With grace and determination.  
His autobiography recalls, "I was 
representing a couple of million Jews 
among a hundred million gentiles, and I 
was always in the spotlight. I felt a 
responsibility. It was 1938 and as time 
went by, I came to feel that if I, as a Jew, 
hit a home run, I was hitting one against 
Hitler."  Greenberg, in fact, put down his 
bat and was the first American League 
player drafted into the U.S. military in 
World War II.  He wound up being the 
longest-serving player in the military as 
well.  Just as Greenberg received standing 
ovations from his legions of baseball fans, 
so too was he welcomed, also with a 
standing ovation, when he walked into 
Detroit's Shaarey Zedek synagogue on 
Yom Kippur 1934.  With Greenberg 
refusing to play, his Tigers lost to the 
Yankees in that late-season game.  But, in 
the bigger picture, Greenberg, his religion 
and all who 

Continued on Page 3 

 

Regular Shabbat Services 
Friday Evening      8:00pm     
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Family Service        
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From Rabbi Hammerman’s Desk Continued...From Rabbi Hammerman’s Desk Continued...     

 
Hosting An Oneg 

If you would like to host an Oneg or  
Kiddush, contact Ro or Jean in the 

office for assistance. 
845/628-6133  

Continued from previous page 

 Rabbi’s OFFICE HOURSRabbi’s OFFICE HOURS 

Rabbi Hammerman is available to members of the    
congregation and the wider community by appointment 

Rabbi Hammerman can be reached at 845-628-6133 x14 

Rabbi@TBSMahopac.org 

  

respect any religion - won that day, by a landslide. 

            Who are our Jewish heroes today?  Who are 
the most famous Jews in America?  Seinfeld?  
Spielberg?  Joe Lieberman?  Mark Zuckerberg, 
perhaps?  We could debate these questions long 
into the night.  To truly achieve the "hero" status 
that Hank Greenberg had and has, our heroes have 
to show their pride in Judaism - both on and off the 
field.  It is truly a gift to be Jewish in the 21st 
Century United States - whether in Mahopac or in 
Manhattan - and this is a gift to celebrate, privately 
but also in the public sphere.  One hundred years 
after his birth, it is appropriate to say "thank you" to 
Hank Greenberg, for the baseball records but also 
for his excellent Jewish record.  May we be 
fortunate enough to follow in his example. 

            With best wishes for a warm spring and 
early summer - I am looking forward to my second 
summer on the shores of beautiful Lake Mahopac. 

Shalom, 

 

 

Rabbi Eytan Hammerman 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

You are cordially invited to the  Annual Julian Y. 
Bernstein Distinguished Service Awards  

Ceremony  honoring                                         
Lynn Michaels                                             

for her outstanding service to                                 
Temple Beth Shalom-Mahopac                                

and                                                      
A Memorial Tribute to Eugene Lubin (z”l)A Memorial Tribute to Eugene Lubin (z”l)                    

Wednesday, May 18, 7:30pm Wednesday, May 18, 7:30pm   

Jewish Community Center of Harrison                                   
130 Union Avenue ~ Harrison, NY 10528 

ASL interpreting will be provided 

Kosher Dairy Dessert Reception follows ceremony 

914/328-7001  

 margo@wjcouncil.org http://www.wjcouncil.org 

 

Scrip Order 
Dates 

May 1, 2011 
  May 15, 2011 
 June 12, 2011 

      July 10, 2011 
      Aug 14, 2011 
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We live in an age where the media is 
always touting bigger is better. Bigger cars, 
bigger homes, super size our fast food. We 
live 55 miles north of the 17th largest city 
in the world by population. My question is, 
is bigger really better? When it comes to 
fast food I’m sure we all are aware of the 
obesity problem this country is having. So 

I’m convinced that the only one benefiting from super sizing 
fast food is the fast food company. Of course bigger homes 
are nice but once again isn’t that part of the reason we are 
having so many foreclosures on homes. Recently I was 
treated to a copy of a senior sermon by a young woman 
graduating from JTS this spring, Jill Levy. These words had 
great meaning for me as I hope they do for you.   
 In it she talks about some life lessons she has learned 
from four small and distinctly different congregations that she 
has the pleasure to intern at.   
 One of her internships was in Huntsville AL where the 
makeup of the congregation was over 60 years of age and 
about the same number in member families. There was 
Southwest Orlando Jewish Center in Orlando FL., Pelham 
Jewish Center Pelham, NY and Germantown Jewish Center.
 Jill now looks at not just the size of the congregation 
or how many members come to Synagogue to pray but more 
importantly what you and I would call the heart and soul of 
any community, the people. Large membership and beautiful 
buildings are nice but the Torah reminds us that a sacred 
community includes other essential elements that we too 
often overlook and undervalue.  To me, this is a beautiful 
lesson. Every Israelite probably knew that there were people 
that had more material resources to give to the community for 
this important project. But when each Israelite paid his or her 
half-shekel, the spiritual playing field was leveled and the 
community's paradigm shifted. What could have been seen as 
an ambitious and exclusionary project that asked for sizeable 
donations from a few people, the creation of the mishkan 
became a project that built consensus and unity. By opting in 
to the building process, each person gained ownership of the 
framework of the Israelite's uncertain future and received the 
privilege of saying that they contributed to the building of the 
mishkan.  
 There are a number of lessons that can be discerned 
from this parsha. The most poignant, in my opinion, is best 
summarized by the great American poet, Walt Whitman, 
when he said that "the habit of giving only enhances the 
desire to give." Parshat Terumah is the start of the building of 
the mishkan to give back to God and give thanks for the gifts 
of freedom, survival and closeness. But to be able to begin 
this process, each Israelite had to opt in to this notion of 
giving and understand that their gifts, no matter how large or 
small, contributed to betterment of the community and were 
welcome and equal in God's eyes.  
 Jill reminds us that there is a belief in the Conservative 
Movement  about a wide range in knowledge and practice 
between our rabbis, our most active lay leaders, and everyone 
else. It can be difficult to enter a sanctuary in which many 

congregants do not have a complete understanding of the 
liturgy or in which others attend because they are more 
interested in socializing than they are in learning Torah.  But 
there is a mysterious element in a person’s motivation to be in 
synagogue.  While we should strive to promote religious and 
spiritual growth, we should not dismiss other people’s 
connection with God. The ½ shekel reminds us that we must 
equally value each and every person who comes in the door, 
regardless of their learning, observance, or wealth. 
 Like us, her congregation in Huntsville is mostly 
secular; they read responsively in English, drive to 
Synagogue and go out to lunch after shul.  However, in the 
absence of a full time rabbi, one congregant spent countless 
hours ensuring that there will be weekly Shabbat services and 
that life cycle events are facilitated.  Many women in the 
sisterhood spend days in the kitchen cooking a communal 
lunch for the weekends that the Rabbi is in residence.   The ½ 
shekel contribution says that the congregant that conducts 
weekly services and the Sisterhood women who prepare 
lunch and the other members of the synagogue are no more or 
less Jews than the most observant, wealthy or connected 
among us.       
 Like so many we sometimes feel that if only our 
building was bigger or more beautiful, if only we had more 
members, if only our little Synagogue was better known.   
Just remember that when you come to Temple Beth Shalom 
there is an atmosphere of warmth and knowing people upon 
entering our building. Although some Rabbis would look to 
the bigger Synagogues for the beginning of their careers Jill 
has come to embrace the value and unmistakable heart and 
soul that a smaller shul has to offer. She continues to say “We 
must not forget that we can learn just as much about how to 
connect to God from someone in Huntsville, AL as we can 
from our chevrutah.   We must also hold our professionals in 
small congregations in as high esteem as we do our 
colleagues in large congregations, so that we will excitedly 
choose to serve these smaller communities and provide them 
with strong rabbinic leadership.”   
 Several years ago when our USY leader went  to 
METNY and asked if we could host a Kinnus they were 
unsure if the little temple in Mahopac could “pull it off” and 
of course we wowed them when we were able to not only 
host but have some great creative ideas on how to do it. When 
we went to JTS for our Rabbi search we were well known as 
the temple with the largest Rabbi search committee. Our 
current joint venture USY is the first in this area of its kind 
and it was the creation of one of our own congregants.   That 
for us at TBS is the life lesson we are learning. We are just as 
impressive and important as any other larger synagogue and 
have more warmth, heart and soul which is why we are who 
we are.      
 What I want is for this amazing congregation, 
volunteers, office staff and Rabbi to remember is how blessed 
we are and the essence of who we are because as you can see 
bigger isn’t always better. 

President’s Message—Bigger isn’t always better 
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 Spotlight on New Members 

 New Members weren’t exactly filling my e-
mailbox and calling my telephone, asking to be the next 
subject of “Spotlight on New Members.”  With D-Day, 
that is, my deadline, quickly approaching, it appeared 
that I might have to make a dreaded call to our Editor, 
telling her that I might not be able to fill the allotted 
page. 

What were the chances of reaching a family two 
days before deadline in late afternoon, when people are 
supposed to be working?  I had earlier left phone mes-
sages and e-mails with a couple I hadn’t met, Dr. Paul 
and Melinda Feuerstadt of Goldens Bridge, but I hadn’t 
received any acknowledgement. 

As it turns out, they had something more impor-
tant to do than be interviewed by me.  When you are 9 ½ 
months pregnant, you have priorities—and, in the case of 
the Feuerstadts, it was giving birth to their second son. 

With the bris planned for the next day, both Paul, 
who regularly spends his days as a gastroenterologist af-
filiated with Danbury Hospital, and Melinda, who is in 
corporate human resources at PepsiCo in Purchase, were 
at home when I called. So, when the phone rang, Melinda 
answered.  Even with newborn Cody in the house, along 
with his 20-month-old brother Evan, Melinda was gra-
cious enough to take the time to tell me about her family. 

They moved from Scarsdale to Goldens Bridge 
about a year ago. 

“We didn’t belong to a temple in Scarsdale,” 
Melinda said, “because we knew our stay there was short 
term.  So, instead, we went to our parents’ synagogues.” 

Fate, and the fact that Paul works with temple 
member Larry Gorelick, brought the family to Temple 
Beth Shalom. 

“We attended a Shabbat in the Community at 
Steven and Jodi Gorelick’s house last summer, and we 
met a lot of really nice people, not the least of who were 
the Rabbi and his wife, Rebecca,” Melinda said. They 
joined the temple in August. 

The family, who loves to play tennis and travel --
“We’ve been to Europe and spent a wonderful 2 1/2 
weeks in Israel last summer” -- may be staying closer to 

home with two babies to care for. 

They apparently have found a home at TBS. 

“We try to keep showing up,” Melinda com-
mented.  “We went to the Rabbi’s installation, we love 
the monthly Tot Shabbats, and Paul and Evan went to the 
Megillah reading.” 

Melinda says that she definitely does feel at 
home at our temple. 

“Everyone has been so welcoming and warm. 
We really enjoy Eytan and Rebecca, and their young chil-
dren.  In fact, we’ve met many nice, young families.” 

How does the family hope to utilize its member-
ship in our congregation? 

“We want our children to get a Jewish education 
here, of course, and we want to be part of the Jewish 
community,” Melinda said. 

With that ambition, you’d think that Paul and 
Melinda would be targets for any committee chairperson 
looking for a volunteer. 

“No time soon,” Melinda said with a chuckle. 
“We both work full time, and we just had a newborn.” 

Well, maybe the timing wasn’t right for the 
Feuerstadts to volunteer, but thanks to the arrival of 
Cody, the timing was right for them to be home and an-
swer the phone—and for a writer facing a deadline, that 
was good enough for me. 

The Timing Was Right to Meet the Feuerstadts 
By Glenn Sapir 
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TBS Welcomes Summer Intern Michael Kushnick 

 

I am extremely 
excited to be part 
of the Temple 
Beth Shalom com-
munity this sum-
mer.  I am cur-
rently in Israel as 
part of my third 
year of rabbinical 
studies at the Jew-

ish Theological Seminary, and I am thrilled to spend 
my first months back in the United States with the 
Mahopac community.  My wife, Talia’s family has 
had a home in Mahopac for 51 years.  I have been 
able to spend time in Mahopac over the past few 
years and I have fallen in love with the area.  The 
natural beauty is breathtaking and since I love being 
outdoors, biking and waterskiing, Mahopac is a per-
fect setting for me.   
 I grew up in South Florida and spent my un-
dergraduate years at Indiana University.  Since then I 
have lived in Israel on two different occasions and 
began rabbinical school at JTS.  I love teaching and 
am also currently studying to receive my Masters in 
Jewish Education.  I hope to have the opportunity to 

learn from and with as many of you as possible this 
summer.  When I am not working or studying, I love 
being outdoors and spending time with family.   

This year in Israel has been a wonderful ex-
perience and I am eager to share as much of it as 
possible.  Being in Israel has been a special experi-
ence.  One small story that highlights just how spe-
cial the year has been occurred on Yom Kippur.  Af-
ter Kol Nidre (the service on the night Yom Kippur 
begins) Talia and I left synagogue to find the streets 
full of people walking home from services.  There 
were no cars on the road and everyone was walking 
in the middle of the street.  The stop lights in the city 
were turned off for the entire day.  As we ap-
proached one of the busiest intersections in Jerusa-
lem we saw a large group of youth and adults sitting 
in the middle of the intersection singing songs.  We 
joined them for a while.  The site of an entire city 
completely shut down is an image that will remain 
with me forever.    

I cannot wait to join the Temple Beth Shalom 
community.  Please introduce yourself to me over 
the course of the summer.  I look forward to getting 
to know you.   
 
B’vracha, 
Michael Kushnick  

Ritual Committee News 

Alicia Raskob, Ritual Committee Chair 

I am writing this article in the midst of our cantor 
search. As you may know, we are looking for a can-
tor for the high holidays. We also hope they will 
come one weekend a month, to help conduct ser-
vices, add some music enrichment to our Hebrew 
School students, maybe help some of you learn To-
rah, or to lead parts of the service.  Is this too ambi-
tious for one weekend a month? Maybe, but would-
n't it be great? 

Hopefully you are reading this, and we have our can-
tor and the search is over, and you are looking for-
ward to coming Friday nights and Saturday morn-
ings to hear the cantor. Thank you to all who helped 
in the process, by coming, and by voicing your opin-
ions. 

Purim was fun, wasn't it? It was truly participatory, 
and who will not remember Rabbi Hammerman's 
costume? Jeff Guest did a great job taking care of 
the Shaloach Manot packages, with the help of Carol 
Zager and some students. Everyone enjoyed the 
packages, and it was a successful fundraiser. Thanks 
Jeff! 

Passover is coming very soon, and we hope many of 
you will be at our community Seder the second 
night, and since this is coming out after Passover, we 
hope that we all had a great time and the food was 
good and it was fun. I will now leave you by saying, 
come to services, come to our events, and enjoy the 
spring. Is it warm yet? 
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Receive a monthly gift of FREE Jewish children’s books and music! 
 

Temple Beth Shalom is excited to launch The PJ Library, offering free Jewish books and music to 
families raising Jewish children ages six months through eight years. In the coming months, Temple 
Beth Shalom will be making one hundred subscriptions available on a first-come first- served basis 
to families raising Jewish children in Putnam County and Northern Westchester.   

 

The PJ Library, an award-winning program created by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation (HGF), en-
riches Jewish life in the home and builds Jewish community. Temple Beth Shalom is delighted to 
partner with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation to make this meaningful gift available at no cost to 
families in this area.  

 

We invite you to share news of this wonderful program with your friends and neighbors as to build 
and grow our Jewish community!  

What’s Next? 

 WATCH your mail for the PJ Library “Launch mailing” which will include a free 
book for every family in the community.  Follow the instructions to sign up.  

 VISIT www.tbsmahopac.org and follow the PJ Library link to sign-up TODAY 

 THINK of families beyond the Temple Beth Shalom community whom you be-
lieve would enjoy hearing about this free gift.  SHARE their contact information 

so that they, too, can be invited to participate   
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 B’nai Mitzvah Bios               

Katherine Posniak 

 דבורה 

Devorah 

May 14, 2011 

 

Purple is Katherine's favorite 
color! Her room is also decorated 
with green (on the walls) and blue (carpeting). She is looking 
forward to her Bat Mitzvah and will have a catered party in her 
back yard. Along with her many friends, her younger brother 
Matthew will help her celebrate this big accomplishment! 

 

Katherine is very active in school. She is a member of the Cho-
rus and plays Volleyball and Basketball. She has been the Point 
Guard since 4th grade in MSA and hopes to continue playing 
through college. She used to do dance (Jazz) and likes Pop mu-
sic as well. 

 

Tent camping with her family and friends "is fun" according to 
Katherine. My dad cooks and "I like sitting around the camp-
fires while staying up late." This summer she will attend a 
Sports day camp. 

 

Social Studies is her favorite subject. She finds it interesting to 
learn about the past. She reads a lot and likes to watch movies, 
mainly comedies. In her room, she watches TV, listens to mu-
sic and does lots of homework. 

 

At Hebrew School she enjoys learning the Hebrew language 
and thinks she would like to continue studying Hebrew even 
after her Bat Mitzvah. She is raising money for babies who live 
in Africa who have HIV or AIDS. The money she collects will 
go to an organization that touches tiny lives by furthering re-
search and supplying medicines to children and toddlers in 
need. This is certainly a worthwhile service project. 

 

We wish Katherine continued success in all her endeavors. 

 

 

 

Justin Katz   

  שלומה

Shlomo 

June 4, 2011 

 

Justin is a member of the 
"Katz Krew."  Like his 
brothers he is most inter-
ested in Sports. He hopes 
to become a Sports Coach. Now that Spring is here, Justin 
looks forward to attending the Mets baseball games again. Af-
ter playing basketball and intramural football all year, he now 
is eager to play baseball outdoors. 

 

Rabbi Hammerman said that "Justin takes his Hebrew studies 
seriously and is very attentive." His tutor Marilyn said that "he 
is a wonderful student who has a good handle on what he needs 
to study and is eager to please."He has gone above and beyond 
his Torah  portion by learning an extra Aliyah (Torah Seg-
ment). 

 

For his service project he aims to collect money or food cans to 
donate to St. John's Food Pantry. Speaking of food, Justin loves 
ice cream, bread, pasta, soups and chicken. He enjoys some 
vegetables but not a whole lot of them. Unfortunately (now that 
we are approaching our Passover holiday) he definitely doesn't 
like Matzah. I wonder if his dog Shelby (5 yrs. old) likes Mat-
zah? 

 

Justin has many friends. At Camp Kiwi day camp this summer 
he is hoping to have sunny days in order to go swimming often. 
After working hard at his studies we certainly wish him a good 
summer and a well deserved vacation from school. 
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Sydney Shankewitz Bartman  

דבורה שמחה    

Simcha Devorah 

June 11, 2011 

 

Our "Ginger" is tall and slen-
der with long red hair. She 
enjoys her nickname which suits her well. Sydney is very in-
volved in the Mahopac Sports program participating in Vol-
leyball and Basketball (Blue Team). She plans to do "Service 
Corp" at Camp Combe for a month this summer, in addition 
to playing Tennis. 

 

Even though Sydney prefers living in the suburbs she enjoys 
going to NYC to see shows, especially musicals. Pop and Rap 
music are her favorites. She is a member of the school Chorus 
because she "loves to sing." 

 

When Sydney was younger, around 2nd grade, she was diag-
nosed and treated for Graves Disease. While recuperating she 
made a book of her experience . She wants to use her book for 
her service project, reading it to children who are in the hospi-
tal now. She hopes to cheer them up! 

 

What makes her happy? Sydney likes to help take care and 
talk to her pet poodle Bonita who also has a nickname, 
"Bonnie." She is about 7-8 years old and weighs 11 lbs. What 
makes her unhappy? Poor grades because they make her feel 
overwhelmed. Math and Science are her better subjects and 
she hopes to study Spanish. As for a future career, she is 
thinking of becoming a lawyer because she likes to help peo-
ple. 

 

On weekends, mainly Satur-
days, Sydney likes to cook 
and practice with recipes. 
"Chocolate is my favorite 
thing to eat." Now we under-
stand why she is so sweet 
and friendly, sharing her true 
feelings and thoughts with 
her friends. 

 

 

Joshua Hilfman 

  ישראל אברהם

Yisrael Avraham  

June 18,2011 

 

Joshua's father had his Bar Mitzvah. Joshua's mother was the 
first girl to have a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday in her Temple. 
Now, Joshua is proud to be the next generation to have a Bar 
Mitzvah. Even though his family lives in Yorktown Heights 
they joined Temple Beth Shalom of Mahopac on the recom-
mendation from friends of their family. Joshua feels confident 
about his Torah studies and preparations and is eager to cele-
brate the big day! 

 

He would like to become a lawyer or a district attorney. As an 
alternative career he also has much interest in architecture, 
namely building things. He made a tomato cannon launcher 
using wood, a bowl, wheels and a bunch of nails. With this 
device he was able to shoot the tomatoes flying into the 
bushes nearby. Developing skills for working with a stage 
crew doing lighting and/or sound jobs, could also be of inter-
est to him. 

 

Joshua visits the Lower East Side of Manhattan often since his 
grandparents live near there. He has been to museums, the 
Philharmonic and some shows. What he really likes best how-
ever is to play sports mainly Hockey. He plays offense for the 
White Plains Plainsmen.  "I also like to hang outside with my 
friends (from my condo area) riding bikes and skateboarding." 

 

At Camp Kindering in Hopewell Junction this summer, 
Joshua will be in the Senior Group. He enjoys "bunk days" 
playing games inside when it is raining outside. He looks for-
ward to Archery again and of course swimming and sports. 
The trips the camp will take like going to Lake George "are 
loads of fun." 

B’nai Mitzvah Bios and Hebrew School News  



PAGE  10                                                                     TEMPLE TIMES                               MAY/JUNE/JULY/AUGUST 2011 

 

TBS Member Miriam Yekutiel reports on her       
January “Mission” to Israel 

Spending winter in Israel, for me, is not only an es-
cape from the northeast winter’s cold, but a joy that 
engulfs body and mind. It’s going home, to familiar 
landscape, smells and sounds that don’t exist here. 
  
Going home to an ancient language that keeps 
changing on me, watching how yesterday’s kids 
have turned into young adults.  Seeing family mem-
bers who, all of the sudden, are old.  Seeing a blue 
sea, my childhood sea, still trying to bite off the 
sandy dunes that just fly with the wind, yet, remain 
where I remember them being.Israel. Home.  
 
This past winter I actually wanted to visit India and 
the house where I spent my first years.  India’s mys-
teries have been calling me for the longest time. And 
besides, India is inexpensive. But before I had the 
time to make up my mind, there was the fire. The big 
fire that consumed my old playground, the mountain 
overlooking the sea, the green lung of the country.  
 
Passing the hours in front of the screen, seeing the 
devastation that the endless flames left behind, I 
knew. It was time to go home again--not necessary 
for the family--but for the trees.  I wanted to see my 
mountain with my own eyes, see whatever happened 
to the Carmel Cave, where I opened my forehead 
(I’ll show you the scar…) exploring its shadowy cor-
ners. I needed to check out a certain ledge where we 
loved sitting under the Native Oak facing the endless 
sea, our own private spot, excluded from the whole 
world.  
 
The natural forest covering the Carmel has seen sev-
eral severe destructions in its recent history. From 
the Turks who harvested all its wood to feed their 
trains in the war against General Allenby, to an ar-
son fire a few years back.  And it has always miracu-
lously come back. Pine trees, olive, native oak, al-
monds and carob, and in the spring, carpets of red 

anemone and lavender/pink cyclamens. They came 
back to us, the lost children, assuring us in their 
bright greens, that we are safe again. Our “home” is 
rebuilt and will always rebuild. 
 
From the moment that I heard the news of this most-
recent destruction, it was clear to me that I cannot 
return home empty-handed. I wanted to bring with 
me what was lost: TREES. 
 
Fortunately, that sentiment of “bringing flowers to a 
sick friend” was shared by many friends, work asso-
ciates and even some clients. In particular, members 
of our Temple demonstrated their generosity by do-
nating handsomely to this cause. All-in-all I col-
lected fund to buy 117 trees through Keren Ha’kay-
ment Le’Israel – the Jewish National Fund.   
 
And indeed, in my first week home, I had my regular 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, to the old, massive stone 
building on King George Street. The same building I 
used to visit as a child when my uncle Tzvi worked 
there. Here one can see the real miracle of our life-
time, the rebuilding of ISRAEL through the eye of 
the lenses.  How slowly but surely, acre after acre, 
year after year, the deserted, naked land starts dress-
ing herself in lush green, red rooftop and children 
everywhere.  This building of KKL is the real mu-
seum of modern Israel.  
 
As before, my friend Zevik Kedem was happy to see 
me and was thrilled with the donation of trees I 
brought with me in the name of our congregation, 
our community, our family of people who care 
enough about Israel and her trees.   
 
 

Continued on page 11 
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According to Zevik, no trees would be planted on 
the Carmel as replacements to the burned ones. 
There are several reasons for that. First of all, the 
mountain was declared a “natural conservation” 
area many years ago and it is actually out of the ju-
risdiction of KKL.   Second, as a natural forest, it is 
most likely to rejuvenate itself as before. Third, the 
site will have to be studied to try to improve upon it 
by introducing fire-resistant trees to the natural 
growth. So for now, our donation has been used in 
the nursery where they cultivate and grow the 
plants of tomorrow.  Zevik expressed his apprecia-
tion with a big Toddah Rabbah, opening his arms as 
wide as he could. Thank God the desk was between 
us. 
 
One afternoon while schmoozing with my child-
hood girlfriend Noga, her husband Eli surprised us 
with invitation to drive to the Carmel, to see what’s 
new.   

It was a very difficult visit for me. Black skeletons 
of what used to be houses, trees, burned out buses 
where so many perished and dark ashes all over. 
For once I was not sorry not having my camera 
with me. Those sights will forever be remembered 
in my heart.  
 
Yet, in between all that was dead, I saw signs of 
hope. New green blades pushing out through the 
ashes smiling at me.  I remembered the gift of trees 
sent from overseas, from people who cared, who 
believed in a greener future of the mountain, and I 
knew. It’s ok. Mother Nature is around and she 
knows how to heal the wounded mountain and our 
spirit with it.  It was my joy and honor to be a mes-
senger for so many.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Scrip          
Orders Due      
9a Men’s Club 
Breakfast—Guest 
Supt Thomas 
Manko                 
9:30a Adult Ed: 
Hebrew Crash 
Course w/ Rabbi 
Hammerman 

2 3 

9a Baby & Me 

10:15a Toddler & 
Me 

4 

6:15p Cooking & 
Conversation w/ 
Rabbi (Post Hey) 

5 

7:30p TBS Board 
Meeting 

6 

8p Kabbalat Shab-
bat Service—
recognition of 
Kanna Leal’s Con-
version               
9:30p Oneg    
honoring Judy & 
Joe Occhigrossi 

7 

9:15a Torah Class 
w/ Rabbi Ham-
merman 

10a Shabbat 
Morning Ser-
vice—Shabbat 
School today 

8 No Hebrew 
School  
9:30a Adult Ed: 
Hebrew Crash 
Course w/ Rabbi 
Hammerman 

9 10 

9a Baby & Me 

10:15a Toddler & 
Me 

11 12 

7:30p Executive 
Committee  
Meeting 

13 

7p Aleph and Hey 
Class Service 

14  

10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 
10a Bat Mitzvah 
of Katherine  
Posniak  

15                       
9:30a Adult Ed: 
Hebrew Crash 
Course w/ Rabbi 
Hammerman        
10a TBS Board 
Meeting 

16 17 

9a Baby & Me 

10:15a Toddler & 
Me 

18 

 

 

19 

7:30p Member-
ship Committee 
Meeting 

20  

8p Kabbalat Shab-
bat Service—
Men’s Club Hon-
oring Graduates 

21  

10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 

22  

7p Congrega-
tion Meeting 

23 

 

24 

9a Baby & Me 

10:15a Toddler & 
Me 

25 26                      
7p TBS Book 
Club Meeting in 
Oy Vey Café  

27 

8p Kabbalat Shab-
bat Service 

28 

10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 

29 30 31 

9a Baby & Me 

10:15a Toddler & 
Me 

    

May 20 1 1
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Only events that were available at the time of publication were included. For a 
more current listing, please check the online calendar at TBSMahopac.org.  

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2                           
7p Sisterhood 
Meeting 

3                             
7p Family Service 

4                           
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 
10a Bar Mitzvah 
of Justin Katz 

5                        
9:30a Adult Ed: 
Hebrew Crash 
Course w/ Rabbi 
Hammerman  

 
Scouts Concert 

6 7                               
6p Shavuot Eve-
ning program 

 

8 No Hebrew 
School 

Office Closed 

10:00a Shavuot 
Morning Service 

9 Office Closed 

10:00a Shavuot 
Morning Service 
w/ Yizkor start-
ing at 11:15a     

10 

8p Kabbalat Shab-
bat Service 

11                        
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service   
10a Bat Mitzvah 
of Sydney Bart-
man 

12 Last Day of 
Hebrew School 

9:30a Adult Ed: 
Hebrew Crash 
Course w/ Rabbi 
Hammerman  

13 14 15 

7p 2012 Multi-
generational Trip 
to Israel—
Information Ses-
sion 

16 

7:30p TBS Board 
Meeting 

17 

8p Kabbalat Shab-
bat Service 

18                        
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 
10a Bar Mitzvah 
of Joshua Hilfman 

19 20 21 22 23 

7:30p Member-
ship Committee 
Meeting 

24 

6p Shabbat at the 
Lake Service & 
Dinner 

25 

9:15a Torah Class 
with Rabbi  

10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 

26 27 28 29 30   

June  20 1 1  
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Wishing a return to good health to those  
who are ill in our community 

   Mi’sheberakh ~רפואה שלמה

 

Asher David ben 
Miriam V'Yitzchak 

- Ed Sperling   

     Bob Beck        
Theresa Toby Bien  

Sally Braht         

Barry Cohen       

Gisa Dollinger 

Stephen Erlitz 

Alfred Paul 
Geving 

Joel Greenberg  

Chrissy Johnson 

Shoshana Ben 
Henna - Dawn 

Lazarus 

Chaim Avner ben 
Binyamin – Craig 

Michaels 

Elfraim Ogen 

Mordechai ben 
Shlomo vih 

Oodiyah 

 

 

Melonie Puteh 

Maria Layna 
Puma 

Surah Sasha 

Rosalie Stein 

Yehoshua ben 
Leah-Malka – 
Joshua Ullman 

Irene Wagner 

Harold  & Betty 
Weinberger 

Yehuda Michael 
ben Tzvi 

Moshe B-N 
Menachem Mindel 
& Vela – Marvin 

Shoshana Bapsha 
– Sharon Volkman 

 

     

If you see a name on the 
Mi’Sheberakh list who,  

thank God, has returned to good 
health, please notify the office at 

May                                   
1  Jeff Feldman 
 Phoenix Koswener 
 Bruce Tesler 
 Alana Ullman           
5 David Michaels        
8 Robert Greenberg 
 Jacob Tesler           
12 Gillian Gershon 
 Lauren Ranani        
13 Matthew Hochberg 
 Evan Raskob           
14 Robert Beck 
 Scott Dancygier 
 Gail Freundlich      
15 Abigail Avellino 
 Amanda Kandel  
17 Arnold Berlin 
 Justin Scavone           
18 Patricia Bettman    
22  Deborah Sarfety 
 Carillo              
23 Jack Gershon     
 Rochelle Hammer 
 Sydney Hirsch 
 Ann Koblenz           
24 Becca Lomas          
25  Wendy Greenberg 
 Justin Katz              
26 Janet Cohen 
 Alex Freundlich 
 Kaitlyn Greenberg 
27 Ronald Arsham 
 Michael Klein 
 David Volkman       
28 Emily Goldberg 
 Maxwell Semegran 
29 Jeffrey Katz            
30 Laura Gorodess 
 Jennifer Michaels 
 Micole Bina 
 Tuchman             
31 Asher Duker 
 Michael Hilfman 
 Francis Tesler 
 Erica Weiss           

June                                
1 Alyia Bettman     
 Joshua Hilfman        
2 Troy Gorodess 
 James Kwan   

3 Elaine Peikes            
4 Benjamin  
 Dancygier                    
5 Ben Faber                 
6 Norman Gershon
 Raymond Perlman    
7 Neil Avellino             
8 Monika Lazar           
9 Dana Chipkin         
11 Bernice Guest  
 Jennifer Klee 
 Martin Schwartz 
 Sacha Stiman-
 Lavian 
 Dennis Ullman       
12 Rebecca Sanders-
 De Mott  
 Bernard Simon       
13 Tess Bettman          
14 Lawrence Gorelick 
15 Irene Dancygier 
 David Small              
16 Andy Tuchman        
17 Reagen Kronrad 
 Jason Small            
18 Adam Semegran     
20 Olivia Schectman   
21 Jodi Gorelick          
22 Marilyn Arsham 
 Sara Liu 
 Shera Tuchman      
24 Gerard Chacon      
25 Susan Chavis 
 Stuart Wohl             
26 Marc Kreiness        
27 Ann Rubin                 
28 Ilan Astrachan 
 David Plaut             
29 Patrice Liff  
 Andrea                      
 Persampieri                    

July                                      
2 Eric Toovell              
3 Rabbi Colin Brodie 
 Lane Chipkin               
4 Stephanie Choffey 
 Alexander Freebern
 Adam Raefski               
5 Ann Roffman             
6 Ari Hillel Tuchman 
 Joshua Tuzman         
7 Stacy Iris  

 Samantha Klee 
 Joshua Philip Liff        
9 Morris Koblenz          
13 Ron Salomon               
14 Matthew Michaels    
15 Frederick Gutt 
 Sharon Schwartz      
18 Daniel Goldstein 
 Marlene Hochberg 
 Tracy Posniak        
19 Lauren Freeman     
20 David Pallant         
21 Lan Phuong Pham 
 Rachel Raskob        
22 Debra Tuzman        
23 Brooke Carrillo       
29 Allan Gunzburg       

August                                 
6 Even Feuerstadt           
7 Joshua Ullman       
11 Kendra Klein           
12 Louis Tuzman         
13 Stephen Nadelhaft 
 Ilan Simon                
14 Amanda Cohen 
 Dennis De Mott 
 Ben Scavone           
16 Sydney Gershon 
 Scott Harrison 
 Reing                             
18 Sharon Feldman     
21 Emily Sanders-      
 De Mott                  
22 Jonathan Freebern  
23 Joshua Gorelick  
 Claire Ullman        
24 Daniel Schwartz     
25 Jill  
 Sanders-De Mott 
 Leonard Tesler 
 Noah Volkman        
26 Ezra Bromberg 
 Andrew Feldman     
27 Spencer Belsky 
 Jenna Freeman       
29 Bryan Arsham 
 Alyssa Klee 

Please notify the office if you or 
a family member is ill or in the 

hospital, so that Rabbi 
Hammerman can schedule a 

visit.  Your phone call is greatly 
appreciated. 

  845-628-6133 

   Did we miss your birth-
day? Please let us know! 

Yom Huledet Sameakh  

 יום הולדת שמח
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Israeli Scouts Walk-a-thon Fundraiser 

By Jackie Stochel – Kitah Gimmel 

On Sunday April 10, 2011 the 
Hebrew school children were able to 
have a wonderful opportunity. They 
got to walk in a special walkathon to 
help raise money so the Israeli Scouts 
can come to TBS. The great idea came 
from TBS’s one and only Robin 
Kushner.  

First each child got sponsors. 
The sponsors were required to donate 
$1 per lap. The maximum number of 
laps allowed was 20 laps. Each child 
first got an envelope and every time 
they walked a lap they got a stamp on 
it. Also, after each half lap, there was a 

table set up with a parent that gave 
each child a question about Israel. As 
we continued walking we were able to 
discuss the questions and answers with 
friends/family members and our teach-
ers. We were able to work on Hebrew 
school work and raise money at the 
same time!!!! 

I believe this walkathon was a 
great experience for the children of 
TBS’s Hebrew school. I loved walk-
ing, the trivia about Israel was fun, 
and I had a great time with my friends. 
OH, I almost forgot, I cannot wait to 
meet the Israeli Scouts!    
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On April 7th, 2010, the Federation of Jewish 
Men's Clubs (FJMC) Hudson Valley Region 
gathered at Congregation Sons of Israel in 
Briarcliff Manor to honor their respective 
Man of the Year and/or Youth of the Year for 
2010. 
This year TBS Mahopac was lucky enough to 
have both a Man and Youth of the 

year.  Barry Plaut was our Man of Year, recognized for his 
years as a temple Trustee and for his work improving the syna-
gogue's building and grounds. 
Particularly notable is Barry's efforts building bookcases in the 
Library. 
Matthew Michaels was our Youth of the Year, recognized for 
his efforts as a Hebrew School volunteer, working in the class-
rooms with the Hebrew School students.  Both gave heartfelt 
thank you speeches at the ceremony making TBS 
proud.  Previous honorees from TBS's Men's Club are Joel 
Greenberg and Ron Arsham. 
 
The FJMC is a partnership of over 250 affiliated clubs with 
more than 20,000 members across North America dedicated to 
involving men in Jewish life. FJMC empowers the men of Con-
servative/Masorti Judaism so that their passionate voices are 
heard in their communities and in the movement throughout 
North America and around the world.  The Man of the Year/
Youth of the Year dinner is the major fundraiser for the Hud-
son Valley Region.  This year’s proceeds from the dinner will 
be used to assist Camp Ramah with physical improvements 
to their Nyack day camp, and to subsidize any club member's 
attendance at this year's annual FJMC convention in Costa 
Mesa, CA.  Any Men's Club members interested in attending 
this national Men's Club event, please 

contact Joel Greenberg for more information.  To learn more 
about the FJMC please visit them online at www.FJMC.org. 
 
 

 

C ommemorate a celebration or 
memorialize a loved one with a 
personalized brick at the front 

path of the synagogue.  Each brick, at a 
cost of $150, can accommodate up to 
three lines with a maximum of thirteen 
characters per line. Contact the TBS 
office 845/628-6133 or visit the TBS 
website at  TBSMahopac.org for a 
BRICK PAVER order form.   

Order today! 845/628-6133 
TBSMahopac.org 

Youth of the Year Matthew Michaels 
and Andrew Alper, Vice President of 

the Hudson Valley Region of the FJMC 

Man of the Year Barry Plaut and Rich 
Frieberg, President of the Hudson  Val-

ley Region of the FJMC 
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Investing in Your Synagogue: A place to “deposit” time and resources 

According to Wikipedia, “Disposable Income” is the 
amount of play money left to spend or save after 
taxes and necessities have been paid. The 
“necessities” category includes, but is not limited to: 
rent, mortgage, utilities, insurance, medical, trans-
portation, inflation, property maintenance, child sup-
port, educational expenses, food, sundries; etc.  The 
reality today is that no matter what our circum-
stances may be, play money to you has about as 
much value as monopoly money. 

I am sure that if Suzie Orman were to sit down with 
any one of us, we may be advised to forgo a visit to 
the diner once a week or to rent a $1 ‘Red Box’ 
video instead of going to the movies. Perhaps the 
suggestion would be made to buy less or do more 
with less. 

While I understand this logic, I do not believe that 
people are necessarily spending frivolously or acting 
immaturely when it comes to their finances.  We are 
all, I posit, making concerted efforts to conserve our 
financial resources.  However, I also believe that it is 
important to preserve the dynamics of each of our 
families and the integrity of our individual values. 
There is, in fact, a special value to be placed on 
spending money on our selves and our loved ones.  
The spending of money for family holidays, celebra-
tions and milestones, weekend skiing or dinner and a 
show on Broadway has just as much merit as staying 
at home with a home cooked meal and playing 
scrabble. 

In the 21st Century, synagogues – and churches – 
have to work very hard to be considered a 
“necessity” and not solely a place for “play money.”  
Indeed, for some of us, synagogue participation will 
always be a necessity; for others, it is more of a dis-
cretionary expense.  And, certainly for some, it is a 
place to invest time even if financial resources are 
limited.  My personal hope is that each synagogue 
member and each potential synagogue member (a 
much larger group in Putnam County and Northern 
Westchester) would consider our synagogue commu-
nity in one of these categories. 

The remarkable point to be made is that there are 
literally hundreds of things to buy into at Temple 

Beth Shalom without having to turn over money, 
“play money” or otherwise. 

I am not naïve, nor in denial. I know that the syna-
gogue, in order to meet its obligations in the 
“necessities category” needs financial support 
through dues, tuition, fundraising and donations.  
However, beyond finances, there is a real and finite 
value to having people physically present in the 
Temple.  Imagine going to a Broadway production 
of Wicked with a house more than half empty; or 
participating in a yoga class or a spinning class 
where it’s just you, the instructor and one other per-
son. The energy level is void and the purpose empty 
and vague. 

Fortunately, cost need not be a factor as so much of 
what is offered at TBS is free.  The events and ac-
tivities offered at TBS are almost all free. There are 
oneg meals…for free. The Purim carnival…for free. 
The Saturday evening Megillah reading with adult 
beverages and food…was free. The Israeli Scouts 
show in June…yes, free. The future brings speakers 
to TBS…for free; summer afternoon Shabbat get-
togethers at congregant’s homes…free. And do not 
forget that volunteering for the board or a committee 
or a task force or simply for an hour at some event or 
activity will give you something – ownership, pride 
and connection to something larger that yourself and 
what you must do – work, family, etc. 

I look at it like a gym membership. If you join by 
signing up but not showing up, you get no muscles 
and you lose neither inches nor weight. If you be-
long to TBS but do not show up, whether it’s to ser-
vices or a family game night, you do not allow your-
self to meet new friends, face new and exciting chal-
lenges and expose yourself to the renewed sense of 
belonging that our community is enjoying.  Even if 
you cannot contribute monetarily, then please show 
up and nourish the TBS family with your energy, 
talent and unique individual abilities.  I’ll see you 
there. 

by Steve Bettman 
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Temple Beth Shalom  
thanks 

Melinda Feuerstadt 

Jeff Guest 

Robyn Guest-Yairi 

Sharon Gunzburg 

Marc Houslanger 
 

FOR THEIR GENEROUS HELP IN               
DONATING AND IN GETTING DONATIONS 

TO HELP FILL OUR 

Mishloach Manot bags 

for 5771 
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Pesach ÁÒÙ 

AT Temple Beth Shalom 

BREAKING NEWS:  Over 150 people joined together at Temple Beth Shalom Commu-
nity Seder on the second night of Passover.  In addition to many synagogue members and 
relatives, we were delighted to welcome guests from the Mahopac community that evening.  
All in attendance enjoyed great company, a moving and fun seder “service” and absolutely 
fantastic cuisine, cooked that afternoon for us by Chef Joey Pomerantz.  A selection of com-
ments that we have received – 

We wanted to thank you for the wonderful seder on Tuesday evening. We had a great time! 

What a wonderful experience!  Congratulations to you and all of your helpers - the atten-
dees were joyful and welcoming, the food was excellent, the ceremony was meaningful (if a 
little noisy with background chatter, to me - inhibited by being raised in the Catholic faith - 
that religion is a lot more restrictive about distractions and noise during worship!) and it 
was a genuinely fulfilling community gathering.  Please pass my thanks on to your volun-
teers - they did a stand-out job! 

I wanted to tell you how much we enjoyed the seder. 

Save the date for what will surely be another “sell-out”                                         
TBS Community Seder – April 7, 2012 
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What’s Happening? 

Well, Temple Beth Shalom’s singles activities 
started off with a Valentine’s Day dance party on 
February 12th.  Each guest received a complimentary 
box of Valentine chocolates as they arrived and were 
welcomed personally by myself.  Stickers were 
placed on their backs with the name of a celebrity 
that they had to figure out by asking questions of 
other guests to whom the name was visible. Turns 
out all the celebrities were Jewish and it really got 
people talking to one another and enlightened us 
about certain stars whose religious affiliations were 
not known beforehand. Those who attended made 

friends, connected with known acquaintances, par-
took of the delicious snacks, which included choco-
late-covered strawberries prepared by Janet Braman, 
danced to the sound of Beamon Productions’ lively 
music – including some great Electric Slide lessons 
from Marcia Scanlan and Janet Braman – and 
learned of TBS’ upcoming activities for singles and 
single parents.  Looking forward to seeing more of 
you at the single-parent get-together Sunday March 
27th, 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Oy Vey Café! 

Valentine’s Day Singles Event 

by Dana Chipkin 

This was a first for me and for Temple Beth 
Shalom.  I won a prize for having the most 
losses!  As for the Temple, we hosted its first 
BUNCO night on Saturday, April 9th. 
 
 "Now that we know how to play, I love it!" said 
Georgene Perlman. There were more outbursts 
like: "Not you again at my table." (Lynn 
Michaels)   Nicely done. We needed that, keep 
'em coming!  Over and out. "What's the magic 
number now?" (Rich Zager)  We're looking for 
lovely numbers in all the wrong places. "The die 
keeps spinning like the dreidel." (Sheila Simon) 
"I have to change my seat again?" (Marge Pol-
lack)  
 
 Rich, you got eleven Buncos, how did you do 
that?  (Those who attended know how.) 
 
 Some had good rolls and some did not, but all 
admit they had a lot of fun!! 
 

You’ve Got to be In It to Win It!!!! 

by Marge Pollack 
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TBS Family Enjoying Purim Carnival Fun 
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by Amanda Kandel 

“Tot Shabbat” and “Baby/Toddler and Me” Come to Temple Beth Shalom 

 

Most of you know me as “the mom of the 
triplets.”  For those of you whom I have not yet 
gotten to meet, I am Amanda, mom to my 
nineteen-month old triplet sons, Caleb, Jake & 
Liam.  My husband Marc and I have been 
members of Temple Beth Shalom for the past 
few years and have been attending Shabbat 
services regularly.  Marc also serves on the Rit-
ual Committee.  More recently, however, since 
our family grew in triplicate, we have been 
able to experience the synagogue in new ways 
– through the eyes of our three sons.   

 One of the programs that we have been 
able to partake in is the Tot Shabbat program 
offered at Temple Beth Shalom.  The program 
meets on a Friday evenings about once a 
month and allows parents and toddlers to 
come together and experience Shabbat in a 
very tot-friendly setting.  We sit together on 
the floor or on the steps of the Bimah, we sing 
songs, we hear stories, we dance and we some-
times even have puppet shows.  We have had a 
few Tot Holiday programs as well and even a 
special six PM dinner on New Year’s Eve – be-
cause none of us “Tot Parents” stay up until 
midnight these days…  

One of our boys’ favorite parts of Tot 
Shabbat is being given their very own “stuffed” 
Torah to dance with – the synagogue has 
enough of these for all of the kids.  Marc and I 
have found this tot program to be a great way 
to reinforce the boys’ experience in synagogue 
in a fun and interactive way and on a level that 
they can understand and enjoy.  While we also 
enjoy coming on Shabbat mornings, the boys 
usually spend most of those services in the 
playroom “café” space with the teenage volun-
teer babysitters and the many toys at TBS.  On 
Friday nights, they take over the sanctuary 
with their many new friends.  In fact, on most 
Tot Shabbat days, we usually meet a new fam-
ily or two – it is amazing how much the ser-
vice has grown since October. 

Another program that we have been par-
ticipating in all year is the “Baby, Toddler and 
Me” class that meets on Tuesday mornings at 
the synagogue.  Taught by the local JCC Nurs-
ery School faculty, lots of little kids and their 
caregivers get together for an hour of art pro-
jects, music and other surprises.                                      

We love seeing so many strollers parked 
at TBS! 
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Contributions   (March 1, 2010—April 30, 2011) 

    
General Fund 

In Memory of Patrice Liff's 
mother, Helen Feldman from 
Anita Feldman   

For the Yahrzeit of mother-in-law, 
Belle Feldman from Anita 
Feldman   

For the Yahrzeit of Aunt Sadie 
Siegel from Anita Feldman   

In Honor of Joel Greenberg from 
Arlene & Stanley Greenberg & 
Family   

For the Yahrzeit of Barbara's 
grandfather, Israel Katz from Bar-
bara & Marvin Rachlin   

For the Yahrzeit of Marvin's 
mother, Minnie Rachlin from Bar-
bara & Marvin Rachlin   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Samuel 
Simon from Bernard Simon   

For the Yahrzeit of Brother, Mark 
Berman from Bruce Berman    

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Sadie 
Cossick from Carol & Frederic 
Cossick   

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from David & Lynn 
Michaels   

For the Yahrzeit of Grandfather, 
Morris Negrin from David 
Michaels   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Harold 
Brodskey from Debra Rosen   

 

 

In Memory of Patrice Liff's 
mother, Helen Feldman from 
Elaine & Bernie Jacobs   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Gail & Barry Plaut   

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from Gail & David 
Freundlich   

In Memory of Marcia Scanlan's 
mother, Ida Glasner from 
Georgene & Eric Perlman   

In Memory of Ken Koswener's 
mother, Estelle Koswener from 
Georgene & Eric Perlman   

In Memory of Robert Nieweg 
from Georgene & Eric Perlman   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Georgene & Eric Perlman   

In Memory of Patrice Liff's 
mother, Helen Feldman from 
Georgene & Eric Perlman   

For the Yahrzeit of Brother, 
Stephen Raskob from Gerald Ras-
kob   

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from Harriet & Al 
Rosenberg   

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from Jean & Ro   

In Honor of Arthur Rebell's Birth-
day from Majorie & Harry Immer-
man   

 

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from Marge Pollack   

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from Martha & Ben 
Pallant   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Martha & Bennett Pallant   

In Memory of Mark Sedran's 
mother, Suzanne Sedran from 
Martha & Bennett Pallant   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Robert 
Kaiser from Melinda Kaiser   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Melody & Ira Weisman   

In Memory of Ken Koswener's 
mother, Estelle Koswener from 
Melody & Ira Weisman   

In Honor of birth of Melinda & 
Paul Feurstadt's son, Cody from 
Nancy & Glenn Sapir   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Mac-
well Kahn from Nancy Peterson   

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from Phyllis & Stephen 
Nadelhaft   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Martin 
Kravitz from Richard Kravitz   

In Memory of Ira Weisman's fa-
ther, Arthur Weisman from Robin 
& Mitchell Kaplan   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Fan-
nie Feuer from Stella Ost   
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Contributions   (March 1, 2010—April 30, 2011) 

In Memory of Robert Nieweg 
from Susan & Gary Loewenberg   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Dora 
Ross from Ted Ross   

In Memory of Patrice Liff's 
mother, Helen Feldman from 
Wendy & Joel Greenberg   

Rabbi’s Fund 

In Memory of Ira Weisman's fa-
ther, Arthur Weisman from Gail 
& Barry Plaut   

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from Gail & Barry 
Plaut   

In Honor of Dedication of Marritt 
Library from Jeanne & Steven 
Toovell   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman 
from Jonathan Schneider   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman's 
participation in Cody's special 
Day from Melinda & Paul Feuer-
stadt   

USY (Youth) Fun 

In Memory of Ira Weisman's fa-
ther, Arthur Weisman from Diane 
& Larry Gorelick   

In Memory of Ira Weisman's fa-
ther, Arthur Weisman from Gail 
& David Freundlich   

In Honor of Melody Weisman's 
Birthday from Gail & David 
Freundlich  

 

 

Religious School Fund 

In Memory of Patrice Liff's 
mother, Helen Feldman from 
Alicia & Gerald Raskob   

In Memory of Ken Koswener's 
mother, Estelle Koswener from 
Alicia & Gerald Raskob   

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from Alicia & Gerald 
Raskob   

In Memory of Robert Nieweg 
from Ann & Morris Koblenz   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Diane & Larry Gorelick   

In Memory of Carol & Alan 
Kessler's daugher, Mara from 
Diane & Larry Gorelick   

For the Yahrzeit of Michael Gold-
stein from Diane Goldstein, 
Aileen, Ira and Douglas   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Dina Balluff   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Elaine & Bernie Jacobs   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Eleanor & Ralph Small   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Judy & Joe Occhiogrossi   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Linda & Alvin Silbert   

In 

Memory of Robert Nieweg from 
Linda & Alvin Silbert   

In Memory of Patrice Liff's 
mother, Helen Feldman from 
Linda & Alvin Silbert   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Nancy & Glenn Sapir   

For the Speedy Recovery of Joel 
Greenberg from Ralph & Yvonne 
Horowitz   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Ralph & Yvonne Horowitz   

For the Yahrzeit of Beloved fa-
ther, Elliot Weinstein from 
Sharon Volkman   

In Memory of Michele Green-
berg's mother, Suzanne Sedran 
from Susan & Gary Loewenberg   

In Honor of the birth of Judy & 
Joseph Occhiograssi's grandson, 
Joseph William from Yvonne & 
Ralph Horowitz   

Prayer Book Fund 

In Memory of Sandee Kavana's 
father, Len Goldfarb from The 
Chavis Family    
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2 May/Nissan 28                                   
Daniel Robert Woolwich                  
3 May/Nissan 29                           
Besse Lipins                                 
4 May/Nissan 30                              
Samuel Simon                                     
5 May/Iyar 1                         
Doris Gunzburg                             
6 May/Iyar 2                                 
Sol Gidal                                      
11 May/Iyar 7                           
Reuben Buckvar         
Herman Small                 
13 May/Iyar 9                          
Frank Homelsky                          
Harry Pallant                                  
Bernard Perlman                          
19 May/Iyar 15                    
Gordon Evan Yosinoff                
21 May/Iyar 17                      
Henry Salomon                            
22 May/Iyar 18                        
Albert Friedman                           
23 May/Iyar 19                             
Jess Berlin                             
26May/Iyar 22                       
Silvia Salzman                
Joseph Seiden                             
27 May/Iyar 23                          
Susan Cox                              
29 May/Iyar 25                            
William Glasner                           
30 May/Iyar 26                          
Rachel Jacowitz                          
31 May/Iyar 27                           
Samuel Rosenberg                          
1 June/Iyar 28                                  
Theresa Gerhardt                          
8 June/Sivan 6                               
Ethel Pomerantz                              
9 June/Sivan 7                          
Jay Berkwits                           
Helen Lifschitz                           
14 June/Sivan 12                
Ludwig Loewenberg                         
16 June/Sivan 14                       
Alverne Koswener 

17June/Sivan 15                   
Yusef Persamperi                        
18 June/Sivan 16                  
Benjamin Brazinsky       
Hilda Koblenz                              
20 June/Sivan 18                     
Fay Goldberg                              
22 June/Sivan 20                        
Yetta Kuropatwa-Levine                 
23 June/Sivan 21                  
Justin Kronrad                        
24 June/Sivan 22                   
George Goldberg                          
28 June/Sivan 26                         
Celia Hartman                           
Lena Rebell                                 
29 June/Sivan 27                  
Rubin Small                                
30 June/Sivan 28                        
Isidore Sapir                                    
2 July/Sivan 30                             
Ignatz Sikofand                              
4 July/Tammuz 2                     
Nathan Feldman                               
5 July/Tammuz 3                         
Rose Tederman                               
6 July/Tammuz 4                        
Sol Horowitz                                
10 July/Tammuz 8                        
Louis Feinberg                             
14 July/Tammuz 12                    
Mildred Mann                              
Judith Waltzer                              
17 July/Tammuz 15                        
Mathilde Fechenbach                      
18 July/Tammuz 16                           
Elizabeth Lowenberg                      
23 July/Tammuz 21                           
Helaine Schultz                           
24 July/Tammuz 22                               
Howard J. Rose                                
Stanley Ticker                              
26 July/Tammuz 24                            
Abraham Kaplan                            
27 July/Tammuz 25                       
Mae Greenberg                       
28 July/Tammuz 26                          
Ann Ecker                                         

1 August/Av 1                                 
Albert Koblenz                                  
Helen L. Lichtman                          
Dr. Abraham Raskob                         
4 August/Av 4                                 
Gwen Kantor                           
Sidney Shankewitz                          
7 August/Av 7                                  
Harry L. Rebell                               
9 August/Av 9                                 
Sol Hochberg                              
11 August/Av 11                            
Irving Cohen                                   
Rabbi Edward Kandel                     
12 August/Av 12                           
Arnold Lewis                                  
Anna Negrin                                      
13 August/Av 13                                
David Stiman                          
Barbara S. Weisman                      
15 August/Av 15                   
Paul Horowitz                                       
17 August/Av 17                       
Marcia Ginsburg Stiman                     
18 August/Av 18                                   
Adele Rebell                                   
19 August/Av 19                               
Terry Makler                         
Joseph M. Tuzman                        
20 August/Av 20                        
Frances Kaplan                                 
William Stokes                                  
22August/Av 22                                        
Herbert Reing                                    
24 August/Av 24                                              
Martin Belsky                                       
Jack Gershon                                    
25 August/Av 25                               
Simon Echel                                    
Emanuel Wasserman                              
26 August/Av 26                            
Minnie Pallant                              
William Rebell                                    
27 August/Av 27                               
Meyer Joshua Peikes                                    
29 August/Av 29                               
Ida Goldstein 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Gardens  
in Valhalla 

 

Sharon Gardens has been 
serving the Jewish community 
since 1953 and  is considered 
to be one of the most beautiful 

and modern cemeteries for 
families of the Jewish faith. 
Its rural setting provides a 
serene resting place with wide 

roads and paths for easy 
access.  

 

Plots are  

$1,250 each   
$2,325 pair 

 
Contact the temple 
office 845/628-6133 

Yahrzeits   
May Their Memory be a Blessing 

Have you seen?  
Have you seen the Temple Beth Shalom website 
lately? It is incredible! Yasher Koach, David! 
 

TBSMAHOPAC.ORGTBSMAHOPAC.ORG  
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              EASY  WAYS TO HELP TBS                           

GoodSearch.comGoodSearch.com 
ATTENTION!  

 

Search online or 
buy through 

    goodsearch.com 
 

Type Temple Beth Shalom Temple Beth Shalom --  
Mahopac Mahopac   

in "Who do you GoodSearch for"  
(or link from  

TBSMahopac.org) 
And then link to your favorite 

online store.  
 

TBS gets paid every time you 
search or purchase. For added 
benefit, some stores will also 

accept SCRIP gift cards.  

Forms can be downloaded 
from the TBS website.  

Orders can be placed through 
the TBS office. Watch the 

website or weekly email bulle-
tin for Scrip purchase dates. 

 

Double or  
Triple (!!!) 

  your Donation FREE! 
             

EMPLOYER’S  
MATCHING FUNDS 

PROGRAM 
 

Your donation could double or 
triple without any expense to 
you. Call your Human Re-

sources Department or Commu-
nity  Relations office and ask 

about your company’s 
MATCHING FUNDS program. 
Some companies do not match 
donations to religious organiza-
tions, but some do.  Inquire with 

your HR Representative. 

COMMUNITY UPDATE 

 

A DULT CHILDREN OF   
HOLOCAUST 

 REFUGEES/SURVIVORS  
A Support Group in Peekskill meets  

once a month on Wednesdays,  
8:15-9:30pm. Contact  

Rosine Katan (914) 471-3522 

   

TBS is looking for some used 
(good condition) tricycles, 

scooters and other (no motor-
ized) “riding” toys for children.  
Please have a look in your ga-

rage and basement! 

Did You Know? 

You can now get your 
Kosher Meats at our    
local Stop & Shop! 
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Co-Editors 
Beverly Petrone 
Dara Berkwits  
 

Advertising Editor 
David Michaels 
 
 
 

Contributors 
Dana Chipkin 
Gail Freundlich 
Ellen Gershman 
Wendy Greenberg  
Rabbi Eytan Hammerman 
Georgene Perlman 
Marge Pollack 
Alicia Raskob 
Glenn Sapir 
Melody Weisman 
Carol Zager 
Steven Bettman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Temple Beth Shalom 
newsletter is published five times 
per year and is provided by and for 
the membership of the synagogue. 
Neither Temple Beth Shalom, nor 
its members, assumes liability for 
any of the information, opinions or 
suggestions contained herein. 
Articles submitted are subject to 
editing. Contents may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from the Temple office. 
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. Submissions 
can be sent via email in Word or 
Publisher format to:  
newsletter@TBSMahopac.org.  

 

Newsletter Errors  
Occasionally errors & omissions 
are found in the pages of Temple 
Times. We appreciate being 
notified of any corrections by 
calling the TBS office 845/628-
6133. A newsletter staff member 
will return your call ASAP. The 
temple office is not responsible for 
newsletter content. Many thanks to 
our readers, Temple Times Staff 

Mahopac Community-wide                

Holocaust Commemoration                   
Service and Guest Speaker 

Monday May 2, 7 PM                                                      
Mahopac Public Library 

Featuring Holocaust Survivor Ruth 
Bachner 

Co-sponsorships:  Mahopac Public Li-
brary, Lake Mahopac United Method-

ist Church, Temple Beth Shalom, 
Church of St. John the Evangelist, First 

Presbyterian Church, Church of the 
Holy Communion, Mt. Hope United 
Methodist Church and the Mahopac 

High School Music Department    

Shavuot                                                            
Hebrew School                                

and Congregational                       
Shavuot Celebration 

Tuesday June 7 

6 PM Dinner 

7 PM Chose from multiple classes 

8 PM Dessert (cheesecake, of course!) 

9 PM Late Study session with Rabbi 
Hammerman 

 

 

 Participation in a vibrant, engaging and welcoming Jewish Community 
offering a wide range of religious, educational and social opportunities  

 Seats for the High Holy Days (one for each adult member)  
 An award-winning Religious School and Havurat Torah (our commu-

nity Hebrew High School ) 
 Warm and enriching Shabbat and Holiday Services 
 Outstanding clergy and professional leadership  
 Services of synagogue clergy at life cycle events  
 Dynamic inter-generational family programming 
 Special Holiday Celebrations and Social Events  
 Active Youth Groups  
 Men's Club and Sisterhood Activities and Programs 
 Outstanding Adult Education Programs 
 Participation in Israel Action Committee, Social Action Coalition, 

Worldly Seniors 
 Involvement in our local and global Jewish Community…and so 

much more.. 

Membership Has Its Benefits! 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop!Sisterhood Gift Shop!  
Visit the gift shop or contact EllenVisit the gift shop or contact Ellen  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

EE--mail Ellen at mail Ellen at   
Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  

FAMILY VISION CARE 

Dr. Robert Byne 
Dr. Ken Landesman 

MEDICAL ARTS CENTER 
572 ROUTE 6 

MAHOPAC  N.Y. 10541 
(845) 628-3750 

FAX (845) 628-5513 

103 SOUTH BEDFORD RD. 
SUITE 101 

MT. KISCO, N.Y. 10549 
(914) 241-2020 

FAX (914) 241-0034 

 

 

 

 

When you’re planning your next Life Event, 
whether it’s a Wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or 

Buying/Selling a home…  
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 
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Benjamin A. Dancygier, D.D.S. 

3630 Hill Boulevard, Suite 401 
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
914-245-7100 

www.DoctorBenDDS.com 
Practice limited to Dentistry for Children 

WELL PUMPS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

GOULDS
Water

Systems

•Water Heaters
•Boilers
•Storage Tanks
•Water Softeners
•Sales
•Service
•Installation

Weekend Service No Extra ChargeWeekend Service No Extra Charge

Insured - Bonded

(845) 628-1288
or

(914) 962-3498

Dave Goldberg
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
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"We're not just cruises !”                  

-All inclusive vacations, hotels, air, cruises ! 

-Our website uses Expedia, Hotels.com, and Trip Advisor to search and book travel ! 

-We accept American Express reward points for travel! 

(914) 962-6464 

Captain Jeff (TBS member) 

www.WestchesterCruiseAndTravel.com 
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Temple Times thanks its  
advertisers for their sponsorship 

and support. 

Please show your thanks by  
supporting them and when you do, 
be sure to let them know that you 
saw their ad in the Temple Times. 

Maimonides Academy 
of  Western Connecticut 

 

  A Contemporary Community Jewish Day School 
 

Mommy & Me classes for 1 and 2 year olds 
Drop-off Two-year-old program 
Full or Half day Nursery and Pre-K 
Full day Kindergarten 
Curriculum for Grades K-5   

Call us at 203-748-7129  
103 Miry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 

Minutes from Brewster. Free bus transportation  
for Kindergartners and up 

www.mawcschool.org 

Open House 
Every Friday 
2:00 – 3:30
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Fresh Meats    Fresh Produce 
Bakery Department with a  

Selection of Kosher/Pareve Cookies 
Full Service Deli Catering 

Cheese’s from Around The World 
Full Line of Health & Organic Foods 
Fresh Seafood & Sushi Departments 

A full Selection of Gourmet Items 

(914) 245-1262 
3651 Lee Road 

Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
(across from the Jefferson Valley mall) 
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Skyview Professional Suites  ● 530 Route Six  ●  Mahopac, NY 10541 

Over 25 Years  
Experience In All Areas 

 of General Dentistry 
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        CELL (917) 295-1407 

Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 

 

BRACES MAKE YOU BEAUTIFUL 
Visit our friendly office for a complimentary consultation 

Jodi Gorelick, DDS 
Orthodontic & Dentofacial Specialist 

530 Route Six, Mahopac 

(845) 628-1018 
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Make Eating Healthy Easy! 

Briarcliff Manor ●  Yorktown Heights  
Mt. Kisco ●  Mahopac ●  Katonah  

Stamford ●  Scarsdale ●  Montebello  
Fairfield ●Larchmont 

www.mrsgreens.com 
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Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY           845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 

Constance Design Ltd. 
Design Couturier 
Custom Alteration 

Restyling 

Restoration 
Beadwork 

 

Formerly associated with  
Sir Norman Hartnell, Designer to the Queen. 

155 Route 202 
Somers, NY 10589 (914) 232-5526 
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Your ad would have fit  

right here 

GRACIOUS SOCIAL CATERING SINCE 1945 

VÉÄÉÇ|tÄ 

gxÜÜtvx 
GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 

GENTLE DENTAL CARE 
 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 
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