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From Rabbi Hammerman’s DeskFrom Rabbi Hammerman’s Desk   

“They knew that I 
was sick but didn’t 
even call.  Months 
later, they were 
surprised that I 
quit.” 

“I didn’t know that I 
should even tell the synagogue that my 
wife’s non-Jewish mother had died.” 

Two quotes, from different sources but 
basically telling the same story – 
individuals sharing their negative 
experiences with synagogue communities.  
Fortunately, these quotes come from 
beyond our own community. 

The Hebrew word for synagogue is  קה׳לה
(Kehillah), which shares the same root 
letters as the verb להיקהל “to assemble.”  
Even the “Israeli” word for synagogue 
which you may know, Beit Knesset, has a 
similar meaning – “House of Gathering.”  
Indeed, a synagogue, a Kehillah, a Beit 
Knesset, is not simply called a Beit 
Tefillah – a house of prayer; or a Beit 
Midrash, a house of Study.  While the 
synagogue does, of course, perform and 
inspire these important functions, the 
synagogue, for it to truly be a place of 
assembly, must be far more than (just) a 
place of study and prayer.  The sad stories 
recounted above should be a reminder that 

for a synagogue to truly function at its best, 
it must be a sacred institution that 
assembles, that gathers, that is, - itself – as 
an a tool to builds community-mindedness. 

Ethics of the Fathers, Pirkei Avot, reminds 
us “Al Tifrosh Min Ha-Tzibur,” that one it 
not to separate oneself from the 
community.  It does not say in the positive 
(as it might have) to “join yourself to the 
community.”  Why?  I think that the de-
facto expectation of our Rabbinic sages 
was that a person belonged to the 
community and even if he or she disagreed 
with things that might be happening, 
separating oneself was plainly unthinkable 
for them. 

Fortunately, the stories recounted above do 
not involve our own congregation.  Among 
the things that drew me and have drawn so 
many other newcomers to our congregation 
in recent months has been exactly this 
palpable sense of community mindedness 
that one feels within our beloved 
synagogue building and also beyond its 
walls.   

 

 

 
Continued on Page 3 

 Rabbi’s OFFICE HOURSRabbi’s OFFICE HOURS 
Rabbi Hammerman is available to mem-

bers of the congregation & the wider 
community by appt. Rabbi Hammerman 

can be reached at 845-628-6133 x14 
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As new families get acquainted with us and as “old-
timers” read a message that they likely know but 
have not heard stated explicitly, let this serve as a 
reminder – our synagogue is a sacred community, 
organized for good times and bad.  We are good, 
fortunately, at supporting one another at times of 
sadness and sickness and need.  I am awed, 
sometimes, at the speed with which support comes 
to our community members in need or in sorrow.  
And, it should go without saying that those times 
include the deaths or sickness in our extended 
families whose members may or may not be 
Jewish.  But, remember – the synagogue cannot 
help if we do not know that a need or a sorrow 
exists.  We are just an email/Facebook message/
phone call away… 

We are also a sacred community for good times.  In 
my brief time at Temple Beth Shalom, I have 
witnessed our communal celebration of 
anniversaries, birthdays, new jobs and promotions, 
conversions to Judaism, b’nei mitzvah and births.  
And, I await celebrations of adoptions, new homes, 
college admissions, engagements, weddings and 
life’s many other simchas.  Nothing makes me 
happier than seeing these many happy moments 
celebrated beyond our nuclear families but within 
our synagogue communities.  Please don’t be shy 
about celebrating something with the wider 
synagogue family; sharing one’s own happiness 
with others only enhances the experience. 

As I mark my “half-year” point with Temple Beth 
Shalom, I look forward to watching our “House of 
Gathering” continue to bring us closer to one 
another and to bring many more families closer to 
the Jewish community through our holy work. 

 

 

Rabbi Eytan Hammerman 

From Rabbi Hammerman’s Desk Continued...From Rabbi Hammerman’s Desk Continued...     

Continued from previous page 

Did You Know? 

You can now get your 
Kosher Meats at our    
local Stop & Shop! 

 

 

Special Installation Section—See Page 8 
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Taking an organization through a 

change is not an easy task. Recruiting 
and managing volunteers is difficult 
enough during stable time; however, 
during times of transition it can 
become almost impossible. Let's face 
it, any organization, religious 
association or educational institution 

that is making a difference will experience change. And yet 
change often shakes up our volunteer work force. 

 

Some people seem to thrive on change. How do they do it? 
How do they manage change in a way that they not only 
survive, but also excel? They seem to make change work 
for them. Martin Luther King, Jr., Margaret Thatcher, 
Winston Churchill, Nelson Mandella, and Mother Teresa -- 
with resolute courage and determination -- stood squarely 
in the center of change and controversy. These leaders 
created their own opportunities to fight for what they 
believed in. 
 
Each of these leaders were masters of change. One of the 
most significant essentials for success during transition is 
teambuilding. Leaders that can challenge, motivate, and 
empower their teams through change are successful. Most 
change disrupts teamwork. The leaders who can keep their 
work teams focused during changes will have organizations 
and businesses which thrive. Great volunteer teams are 
made up of people who have a focused vision, believe in 
their mission, and empower each other with their initiative 
and skill development.  

 

It is my greatest hope that Rabbi Hammerman and the 
team of volunteers from Executive board to each and every 
committee can do that here at TBS - keep us focused on our 
vision. What’s that you say, our vision? Well for me it’s far 
more than just our mission statement. It’s about the very 
essence of our community thriving and growing.  We must 
do that through retention and growth of members.  That 
mission will be accomplished through activities and 
programs that attract new members and speak to our 
current membership. We are embracing new ideas and 
trying out programs and activities that may never have 
been done here before. These are challenging times for 
synagogues and our new motto must be NOT business as 
usual. We want to hear from all of you and we need to 
have as many volunteers as possible. So when you get that 
call (and you will) asking if you can help please try to make 

some time for us. Let us know if there is a project or 
program close to your heart that you feel congregants 
might like to participate in. We all need to step out of our 
comfort zone and try new activities and programs that we 
may not have done before. You will also have the ability to 
work with and get to know people that you might not have 
had the chance to meet before. Remember, volunteering is 
a great way to open your heart and feel like you have made 
a difference is this community.  

 

Fondly,  

Georgene Perlman 

President’s Message 

 

Temple Beth Shalom         
Mission Statement 

Rooted in the wisdom of the Torah 
and Tikkun Olam, Temple Beth Sha-
lom, a Conservative Jewish Congre-

gation, strives to teach, challenge, 
support, and inspire our diverse, 

egalitarian, and multi-generational 
synagogue family. A warm, caring, 
and welcoming environment nour-

ishes our congregation as we face the 
challenges of today’s changing world.  



TEVET/SHEVAT/ADAR—1  5771                               TEMPLE TIMES                                                          PAGE 5  

 Cantor’s Notes 
 

Dear TBS Members, 

As many of you already know, my 
time as your Cantor has come to an 
end.  I can remember with great joy 
when I first began my tenure at TBS 

four High Holy seasons ago.  The promise of new 
beginnings and the excitement I felt when meeting 
all of you was powerful, and manifested in many 
wonderful and memorable moments over the coming 
years.  From the High Holidays to the many Shul 
events I presided over, my journey at TBS has been 
full, rich and rewarding. 

Now as this chapter ends I find myself saying good-
bye to you, my many friends and congregants 
who’ve shared in the journey, together finding joy, 
connection and inspiration in our shared love of Ju-
daic tradition.   

It is always difficult to write a “goodbye” letter.   
However, if you have read my previous articles, you 
probably have a sense of my eternally optimistic na-
ture and belief in all things happening for highest 
and best good.  It is not my nature to assume a 
changes of circumstance is the death knoll of con-
nection.  For many of us, our relationship shall re-
main steadfast as I move on from TBS.   

For those who wish to stay in touch you can do so 
through my website: ShiraAdler.com, email: 
Shira@ShiraAdler.com, CantorShira@optonline.net 
or cell: 914-486-1379. 

As for what my future holds, among many other pur-
suits, I am currently developing a book with my 
friend and colleague, well-known writer, speaker 
and change expert Ariane deBonvoisin, author of 
The First 30 Days.  We are writing a book about 
change for children.   

So, for the children especially, whom I have had the 
pleasure of knowing and working with for the last 
few years, I want to leave you with some thoughts I 
hope you will carry throughout your lives.    Though 
I have been your teacher, you have been mine as 

well.   I honor you for what you have brought to my 
life and hope I have made an indelible imprint on 
yours.    

You are changing as quickly as the world around 
you so remember who you are and what you believe 
in.  Let those beliefs serve as the foundation from 
which to grow into the amazing adults you are des-
tined to become. 

As is my own experience, the inevitability of change 
can be freeing instead of frightening, so embrace 
every change with an open heart and mind.  Be 
thankful for differences in opinion and philosophies 
because they help to define more clearly who you 
are and what you believe in.   Always listen with an 
open heart, a curious mind and a searching soul. 

Find gratitude every day in some small way.   How 
you choose to view the world is up to you, so decide 
to see its beauty and be a part of creating more.   

I wish you all blessings, love and joy.   

I leave you with a piece written by Eddy Robey that 
I found especially poignant this holiday season. 

May the light of tolerance             
Shine from your eyes      
May the warmth of candle glow       
Be felt in your heart       
May faith in miracles            
Guide your footsteps       
May love for one another      
Ever be the gift you give      
May you be blessed with friendship. 

B’shalom v’shirim, 

 

Cantor Shira 
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From Hebrew School: 
 

Hebrew School has been abuzz 

with lots of fun activities.  The stu-
dents were treated to a morning with a "Maccabee 
Mansion" bounce house compliments of the JJC 
camp as we celebrated Chanukah.  They braved the 
cold weather and avoided torrential rain to parade 
to the Chamber of Commerce Park and light the 
menorah there.  Technical difficulties did not 
dampen our spirits thanks to Rich Zager accompa-
nying us on his guitar and suganiyot in the form of 
dunkin munchkins graciously provided by the Klee 
family. 

 Our first class dinner and family service was 
a huge success.  The evening started off with tasty 
snacks before the Bet and Gimmel classes led their 
families in Kabbalat Shabbat in our Oy Vey Café, 
making for a cozy and informal gathering.  We fol-
lowed it with a delicious dinner prepared by par-
ents, Sharon Gunzburg, Bev Petrone, Dara Berk-
wits and Jen Klee.  Yasher koach to all. 

 Thanks to Janet Cohen, whose daughters 
Lean and Amanda are in our new Gan class that 
meets Sunday mornings, for schlepping all the toys 
we collected for “Gifts of Chanukah” down to the 
UJA offices. 

 Be on the lookout for a new (old) fundraiser 
coming January.  Before you know it Pesach will 
be here and you will want to have just the right 
candy for your holiday.  The children will be sell-
ing “Miss Chocolate” Barton’s candy beginning in 
January.  It is a great way to support the Hebrew 
School and have the kosher for Passover candy you 
need. 

 We are looking forward to the Gesher and 
Mechina classes having their special Family service 
and dinner on Friday Jan., 21 where they will re-
mind us of the importance of Tu B’Shevat and the 
necessity to help replant all the trees lost in Israel’s 
recent tragic fire. 

 

 Keep an eye out for updates and emails as we 
continue to add special activities to our calendar.  
2011 will be bringing lots of fun activities for chil-
dren and families alike. 

Carol 

               Hebrew School News                                        

 

Hebrew School Calendar 

January/February 2011 

 

January  
2 Sunday NO SCHOOL 

7 Friday Family Service 

16 Sunday NO SCHOOL / MLK Day 

21 Friday Gesher/Mechina Family Ser-
vice 

22 Saturday Jr. Congregation 10:30-Noon 

29 Saturday Gimmel Havdalah/Game Night 

February 
11 Friday Family Service 

12 Saturday Jr. Congregation 10:30-Noon 
Hey Class Lunch & Learn 

13 Sunday World Wide Wrap w/ Hey 
Class 

23 Wednesday NO SCHOOL-Passover 

27 Sunday NO SCHOOL-Passover 

20 Sunday NO SCHOOL 
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With Much Appreciation  

Selected Thank Yous  

Jessica Bellenchia, Jennifer Michaels, and Shea Belsky for 
staffing the Hebrew School office each Wednesday! 

Howie Gershman and Alan Belsky for setting up our outdoor 
Menorahs on our lawn and in the Mahopac Chamber of Com-
merce Park! 

Robin Belsky for chairing the “Spirits are Killing” Murder 
Mystery! 

Sharon Gunzburg and Jenn Klee for leading the team of 
Chanukah cookie baking during Hebrew School! 

Wendy Greenberg for switching our Meat kitchen to Dairy—
and back! 

Steve and Phyllis Nadelhaft for purchasing our new American 
flag! 

Al Silbert for your amazing installation photos! 
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Excerpts from                                                         
Rabbi Hammerman’s Installation Address 

Installation Excitement 

As some of you may 
know, I love studying 
the history of the 
American Jewish 
community.  In that 
light, I have been fas-
cinated with the his-
tory of this synagogue 
and was delighted to 
discover our archives, 

hidden in a back closet several few weeks 
ago.  In looking through the archives, several 
of us were able to put together the full list of 
rabbis who have served this congregation – 
it turns out that I am #17 – and we included 
that list in our program today.  We included 
this list to show not only the long history of 
Temple Beth Shalom:  the Jewish Center of 
the Mahopacs (our full name) but also to 
show that there is continuity, a chain of tra-
dition that has been passed down.  Our Eth-
ics of the Father, Pirkei Avot, begins the 
same way -- Moshe Kibel Torah m’Sinai u’m-
sorah LYehoshua – Moses received Torah 
and passed it down to Joshua and eventually 
down to the members of the Great Assembly.  
So, too, have my predecessors, represented 
by Rabbi Colin Brodie here with us today, so 
too have they passed on the “Torah” of Tem-
ple Beth Shalom to me as I formally today 
take on the position as your Rabbi.   

My first predecessor, as you see in your pro-
gram, was Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum.  The 
April 1954 Center Observer – that’s what 
they called our Temple Times back then – 
the Center Observer reported that Rabbi 
Tannenbaum that April had departed for a 
two- month leave of absence.  It is unclear 
what, exactly, happened next but by the Au-
gust 1954 newsletter, we read a welcome to 
“our new rabbi,” Rabbi Howard Singer.  One 

thing jumped out of me in Rabbi Singer’s bi-
ography, included in the Center Observer, 
was that after his ordination, he remained at 
the Jewish Theological Seminary to be the 
assistant to Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan. He did 
this for one year and, several years thereaf-
ter, he wound up here, in Mahopac as our 
second rabbi.  Mordechai Kaplan, whose 
philosophy of Judaism was surely infused by 
Rabbi Singer into the life of this congrega-
tion, said famously in his Judaism as a Civi-
lization, that “Judaism… [is] something far 
more comprehensive than Jewish religion.  It 
includes that nexus of a history, literature, 
language, social organization, folk sanctions, 
standards of conduct, social and spiritual 
ideals, esthetic values, which in their totality 
form a civilization.”   

I found it fascinating to discover in an issue 
of the Center Observer from before Singer’s 
time, even, another quote from Kaplan.  
Here, he is speaking of Jewish education as 
including “every aspect of Jewish culture, 
religion, Hebrew language, literature, con-
temporary Jewish problems and the esthetic 
expression of Jewish experience.”  And, 
that’s exactly what we try to do here, in our 
time, to make our Jewish education, for chil-
dren and for adults, as well-rounded and as 
compelling as possible so that we can ensure 
a Jewish future for our descendants, just in 
the same way that our ancestors, those upon 
whose shoulders we stand today – built such 
a solid foundation for us.  

We are also strengthened by those who 
stand beside us – this past week, as an illus-
tration, I did something that not only had I 
never done before, I had never dreamt that I 
would do - I participated in the meeting at 
our Chamber of Commerce to plan the                            
     (Continued on next  page) 
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Installation Excitement 

                           Mahopac Christmas Tree AND MENORAH 
lighting ceremony that will take place here in 
town in a few weeks.  Not only was our syna-
gogue welcomed to that meeting – especially 
with our promised contribution of Chanukah 
cookies which our children will bake next 
Sunday – not only were we welcomed, but 
when I requested that the size of the word 
“Menorah” on the posters be increased, the 
answer was an immediate affirmative -- A 
small illustration of the important role we 
play, of the important place we fill, in this 
wonderful community of Mahopac, of Car-
mel, of Putnam County, of Northern West-
chester.  The words of Hinei Ma Tov 
Umanaiym are included in our programs this 
afternoon because they are so true - Happy 
are we to be friends when we live in peace 
together.  We are strengthened by those who 
stand beside us. 

In the Torah portion that we read here on 
this Bimah yesterday, Toldot, “Generations,” 
our ancestor Isaac did what we might call a 
“mini life review” – he went back to those 
same wells of water that his father Abraham 
dug and opened them back up.  And he 
called them by the same names that his fa-
ther had called them.  For him to move on 
with his own life, he had to relive his father’s 
life.  So, too, with us – we have reviewed the 
journey of our ancestors today as we have 
prepared, formally on this Installation Day, to 
march into the future.   

This past week, I was standing here in the 
sanctuary and noticed up on our Yahrzeit 
memorial plaques, that the name of our 35th 
President is memorialized -- John F. Kennedy 
has a Yahrzeit plaque here in this synagogue.  
So, I will conclude by using President Ken-
nedy’s formula – Ask not what your syna-
gogue can do for you, but ask what you can 
do for your synagogue!  We have a very tal-
ented but small synagogue staff and the pos-
sibilities for what we can do together are lim-

itless.  I hope that, before the hoopla of today 
wears off, you will think back to this speech 
and, again, ask yourself “what you can do for 
your synagogue - It was your congregation 
long before it was mine, but now it’s ours to-
gether.”  Together, hand in hand, a very 
bright future awaits us here at Temple Beth 
Shalom. 
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Installation Excitement 

EYTAN HAMMERMAN 

A LOVELY JUNE DAY TO TBS ON A BIKE YOU DID ARRIVE 

AS YOUR NEW TEMPLE FAMILY AND COMMUNITY FOR THE FIRST TIME SAW YOU LIVE 

A TREE WAS PLANTED IN YOUR HONOR WE KNOW 

A SERIOUS EVENT NOT JUST FOR SHOW 

A JOYOUS SUMMER DID THEN ENSUE 

ADJUSTING WITH REBECCA AND THE GIRLS YOU ALL TOOK YOUR CUE 

A NEW THIRD SHABBAT MEAL PROGRAM YOU DID INITIATE 

GETTING TOGETHER WITH GOOD CONVERSATION AND EVEN THE FOOD WAS GREAT 

THE HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES INSPIRING THEY WERE 

THE SHOFAR BLOWERS WERE INCREDIBLE AS THEY DID OCCUR 

SPEAKERS YOU HAVE BROUGHT FROM NEAR AND FROM FAR 

THE NEXT THING WE KNOW YOU WILL REACH FOR A STAR 

ALMOST EVERY DAY YOU SUGGEST SOMETHING NEW 

JUST LET US KNOW AND WE WILL SEE WHAT WE CAN DO 

COOKING WITH THE KIDS THAT IS JUST GREAT 

ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT NO ONE COMES LATE 

AS EACH DAY PASSES NEW FAMILIES THROUGH OUR TEMPLE DOORS COME IN 

ONE SERVICE OR CONVERSATION WITH YOU AND JOIN US THEY WILL AGAIN 

OUTREACH TO THE COMMUNITY YOU HAVE DONE SO WELL 

YOU HAVE BEEN SO SUCCESSFUL WHAT MORE CAN I TELL 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL REBECCA AND YOU LIKE 

I’M SURE YOU WOULD LOVE TO BUT THEY HAVEN’T FIGURED OUT A WAY TO BIKE 

AN INCREDIBLE SON HUSBAND FATHER AND RABBI YOU ARE 

TO ALL THE OTHERS YOU HAVE CERTAINLY RAISED THE BAR 

WHAT MORE CAN I SAY EXCEPT ENJOY THIS WONDERFUL DAY THERE WILL BE MANY MORE 

THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE FOR REBECCA YOU AND THE GIRLS ARE IN STORE 

INSTALLATION - RABBI EYTAN HAMMERMAN  

MEN’S CLUB - TEMPLE BETH SHALOM – MAHOPAC N.Y. 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 14, 2010 
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Installation Excitement 

Offered by the Reverend Kenneth Mast                           

of First Presbyterian Church 

Lord God,                                                                         

shepherding your people,                                                      

providing for their physical needs                                          

and refreshing their spirits,                                              

leading them in right paths:                                                 

you gather us this afternoon                                                  

to install Rabbi Eytan Hammerman                                              

as spiritual leader of Temple Beth Shalom.                        

May your constant presence comfort and keep him      

as he walks with this congregation                               

on the heights and through the depths of life.                  

May your boundless wisdom                                             

inform his teaching and guide his decisions                          

as, together with this congregation,                                  

the mystery and meaning of life in covenant is ex-

plored.                                                                             

May your creative impulse                                                

inspire his preaching and his initiatives,                             

his public worship and his private prayers,                          

that he and this congregation                                             

may praise your name with eloquent words honestly 

spoken and in lives made beautiful with good deeds.  

Amen.        

 

 

 

 

 

It is not our part                        
to master all the tides of the 

world,                                  
but to do what is in us                     

for the succour of those years  
wherein we are set,                       
uprooting the evil                         

in the fields that we know,                 
so that those who live after             

may have clean earth to till.  
What weather they shall have           

is not ours to rule. 

J.R.R. Tolkien                            
The Lord of the Rings 
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Installation Excitement 

THE  JOYS  OF  MINISTRY 

Offered by                                                                                               
Reverend Brian Brennan of St. John’s the Evangelist Church Mahopac, NY 

If the rabbi leads the service in a quiet voice, he’s boring;                                                                        
 If he puts feeling into it, he’s an actor.                                                                                                    
If he starts the service on time, his watch is fast;                                                                                            
 If he starts late, he’s holding up the people.                                                                                             
If he preaches over 10 minutes, he’s in love with his own voice;                                                                    
 If the sermon is short; he obviously didn’t prepare.                                                                                      
If he tries to lead the people in singing, he’s showing off;                                                                                                
 If he doesn’t, he’s a lousy celebrant.                                                                                                                   
If he decorates the worship space, he is wasting money;                                                                                           
 If he doesn’t, he’s letting it run down.                                                                                                     
If he takes time in counseling his congregants, he keeps others waiting;                                                                   
 If he doesn’t, then he doesn’t really care.                                                                                                            
If the congregation’s funds are high, then he’s a businessman;                                                                            
 If he mentions the need to raise finds, he’s money-mad.                                                                               
If he has carnivals and bazaars, he’s bleeding the people dry;                                                                                  
 If he doesn’t, there’s no life in the congregation.                                                                                                    
If he’s in his office, he should be out visiting the people;                                                                               
 If he’s out visiting the people, he’s neglecting administration.                                                                       
If he’s visiting his congregants, he being nosy;                                                                                                
 If he doesn’t, he’s being neglectful of their needs.                                                                                       
If he’s young, he’s not experienced;                                                                                                                    
 If he’s old, he really should retire.                                                                                                                           
If he’s busy with other duties and can’t instantly take care of me when I call,                                                           
 Then we need more rabbis.                                                                                                                            
If a son tells his parents he would like to be a rabbi,                                                                                                      
 They say, “Oy!  You can do better than that!” 

Sam and Harry were heavy smokers.  
Sam asked Harry, “Do you think it would 
be OK if we smoked while we pray?”  
Harry said, “I really don’t know.  You’d 
better ask the rabbi.”   So Sam found the 
rabbi and asked him if it would be OK for 
them to smoke while they prayed. 

 The rabbi was horrified at the 
idea.  “Absolutely not!” he said in a stern 
voice. 

 Sam went back and told Harry 
what had transpired.  Harry thought a 
minute and said, “You asked the wrong 
question.”  He went to the rabbi and 
asked, “Rabbi, is it okay if, while I was 

smoking, I could also pray?”  The rabbi 
said, “Of course! One should pray al-
ways.” 

 Nine-year-old Joey was asked by 
his mother what he had learned in relig-
ion class.  “Well, mom, our teacher told 
us how God sent Moses behind enemy 
lines on a rescue mission to lead the Isra-
elites out of Egypt.  When he got to the 
Red Sea, he had his army build a pontoon 
bridge and all the people walked across 
safely.  Then he radioed headquarters for 
reinforcements.  They sent bombers to 
blow up the bridge and the enemy forces, 
and all the Israelites were saved.” 

 “Now, Joey, is that really what 
you teacher taught you?” his mother 
asked. 

 “W-e-l-l, no, Mom, it isn’t, but if I 
told it the way the teacher did, you’d 
never believe it!” 

 The rabbi’s 5-year-old daughter 
noticed that her father always paused and 
bowed his head for a moment before 
starting his sermon.  One day, she asked 
him why.  “Well, honey” be began, proud 
that his daughter was so observant of his 
messages.  “I’m asking the Lord to help 
me preach a good sermon.”  “Oh” she 
said.  “Then how come He doesn’t do it?” 
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Installation Excitement 
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One of our goals for the future of Temple Beth Sha-
lom is to serve the needs of our community.  As 
such, we must acknowledge the increasing amount 
of people that are single, separated, divorced or 
widowed. How can we attract them to our syna-
gogue, let them know that they are welcome at 
TBS, or retain them as members if we don’t provide 
programs and services that are designed specifically 
for them?  Just to let you know, our Membership 
and Beyond the Wall Committees are brainstorm-
ing.  Here’s what we’ve come up with so far… 

ATTRACTING SINGLES TO TBS: 

We will advertise and promote TBS’ singles activi-
ties via: 

 Local papers 

 The Internet 

 Networking organizations 

 Other temples. 

However, clearly, word of mouth is a powerful tool, 
so tell your single friends, business associates, and 
family about it! 

 

WELCOMING SINGLE PEOPLE TO TBS: 

 Our Membership Committee will provide 
a welcome basket to new members inclu-
sive of information regarding our pro-
grams/activities for singles 

 Our Membership Committee will intro-
duce new members to other single congre-
gants 

 Our hope is to also include singles from 
other local conservative synagogues to 
participate 

WHAT’S ON THE AGENDA? 

 Mixers (dances/cocktail hours) 

 Movies 

 Concerts 

 Theater 

 Bowling 

 Atlantic City/Mohegan Sun/Foxwoods 
excursions 

 Speed Dating 

 Matchmaker Services 

 Discounted memberships to JDate and 
other computer-dating sites 

 Sabbath/holiday parties with other singles 

 Referral to Hardship Committee, if neces-
sary  

FOR SINGLE PARENTS: 

 Once-a-month get-together in the Oy 
Vey Café (free childcare available) 

 Baby-sitter list of temple’s teens 

 Carpool lists for children in Hebrew/
Sunday School 

 Sabbath/holiday placement with other 
families upon request 

 Referral to Hardship Committee, if nec-
essary 

 

 

(continued on next page) 

 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM:  THE “HOT SPOT” FOR SINGLES? 
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(continued from prior page) 

RETAINING SINGLE MEMBERS: 

 Monthly friendship gatherings in the Oy 
Vey Café 

 Singles dinners 

 Commemorating SAD  (Singles Aware-
ness Day – February 14th) with a party 

 Acknowledging single parents on 
Mother’s/Father’s Day 

 Educating how Ruth was a single mother 
and instilling pride in that role. 

We will be sending out a survey via email to our 
single congregants to further educate ourselves on 
how we can accommodate this growing population.  
We welcome any thoughts and suggestions that you 
would like to tender.  Just forward them to 
scorange6962@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

 

- Dana Chipkin 

As I started to write this article, I decided I wasn't 
going to use the word "old" anywhere in my writ-
ings - I would use euphemisms instead - so I went 
to Roget's Thesaurus (we're probably the only 
group that knows what that is - in today's language 
it's the F-7 key!!).  I was appalled to find these were 
the synonyms: 
 
aged, ancient, debilitated, decrepit, elderly, impair
ed, inactive, seasoned, senile, wasted* 
 
So I gave up that idea; no wonder nobody uses that 
dumb book anymore!  None of those words even 
come close to describing our Hazak mem-
bers….especially now that we're gathering our sec-
ond wind! 
 
We had a fantastic turnout for our Succoth dinner; 
all who attended marveled at the warm, comfortable 
feelings we had sharing that dinner and service. 
 
Then we had a great time when we went to see Fid-
dler on the Roof in Yorktown, followed by deli-
cious dinners, followed by our attending the inter-

faith Thanksgiving service. Bet those young whip-
persnappers can't keep up with us!! (For the defini-
tion of whippersnapper, watch some old Gabby 
Hayes westerns.) 
 
Now we're all anxiously looking forward to the Is-
raeli Dance Night on December 11th.  We had so 
much fun the last time we had this dance leader, we 
just had to repeat it! 
 
Some up-coming events: Movie night, Passover 
Cooking classes (focusing on desserts!), speaker 
from the Israeli embassy and much, much more.  I 
hope you'll join us!  And if you have any sugges-
tions for future activities, please let us know. 
 
Best wishes for a Happy Chanukah and a Happy, 
Healthy New Year to all of you. 
 
Howard Hammer 
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Spotlight on New Members 

Jennifer Lomas has gone almost full circle, starting 
her life in Rockland County and now residing in Put-
nam County.  Between those points were college in 
Washington, D.C., several years in Texas and finally 
a return to the Northeast, renting in Brookfield, 
Conn., for a year. Since August she and her family 
have lived in Putnam Valley, and in October they 
became members of Temple Beth Shalom. 

 
Though she may have set out alone for Gallaudet 
University in D.C., 
where she earned a 
Master's degree in 
Guidance and Coun-
seling, she is now part 
of a family of four, 
sometimes five. She 
met her husband 
Gabe at Gallaudet 
University where they 
started a friendship 
that eventually blos-
somed into a ro-
mance. 
     

After completing their 
studies at Gallaudet, the couple moved to Gabe’s 
native Texas, where he earned his PhD in counseling 
at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville. They 
expanded their family, first with Becca, who is a 
five-year-old kindergartener in the Falls School in 
the Mahopac School District.  Then, Jake was 
born.  He is two. 
     

“I also have a stepdaughter, Kennedy, who is 14,” 
Jennifer said.  Kennedy was visiting during the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  Becca and Jake adore their 
older sister who maintains a close relationship even 
though she lives far away.  Kennedy’s leisure time is 
spent cooking in the kitchen and playing soccer on 
the field. 

 
Both Gabe and Jennifer are putting their academic 
training to work.  Gabe teaches counseling at the 
graduate level at Western Connecticut State Univer-
sity in Danbury.  Jennifer is an “itinerant early inter-
vention specialist” for the New York School for the 
Deaf in White Plains. 

 
“I go to people’s homes,” she explained, “to work 
with babies from infancy to three years old and with 

their parents, to help deaf 
children and their fami-
lies communicate.” 

 
Working with these chil-
dren must be challenging 
and extremely gratify-
ing.  When she is not 
working, Jennifer says 
she and Gabe love to 
spend time with their 
own children. Some of 
that time is spent at the 
Westchester Skating 
Academy, where Becca 
has become a dedicated 

ice skater.  In fact, her interest in skating earned her 
a part in the movie, “Rise,” which is due to premier 
in February 

 

“We got a call from the rink, saying that a company 
wanted to make a commercial, and Becca was the 
right age,” Jennifer said. “So, we followed up, and it 
turned out it wasn’t a commercial, but a movie that 
commemorates the 50th anniversary of the plane 
crash that killed the members of the American na-
tional skating team.  Becca gets to skate through the 
legs of Olympic Gold Medalist Evan Lysacek.” 

 

(Continued on next page) 

Meet the Lomases 

by Glenn Sapir 
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Spotlight on New Members 
(continued from prior page) 

When Jennifer and Gabe can find their own time, 
they enjoy going to the theater. 

 
When the Lomases settled in Putnam Valley, a prior-
ity was finding a temple, and Jennifer says it was a 
quick search.   

 
“As soon as we met the rabbi, we knew we didn’t 
have to look any further,” she said.  “He is so warm 
and welcoming.” 

 
The Lomases came as guests to 
the temple for a few months, 
attending several services in-
cluding Shabbat on the lake and 
the Simchat Torah celebra-
tion.  Then they made the com-
mitment of membership, and 
they continue to enjoy the tem-
ple’s offerings. 

 
“We loved the Tot Shabbat,” 
Jennifer said, “and Becca at-
tends Sunday classes.  She en-
joys it, and Carol Zager has 
been very warm. 

 
“I get a good feeling about the 
whole congregation,” Jennifer 
said.  “It just seems like a down-to-earth group of 
people.” 
     

Jennifer is already busy at work on one committee, 
and she says she’d like to be an active member.  In 
fact, she expects the temple will give her whole fam-
ily an opportunity to be involved. 

 
“I’d like the synagogue to be a second home for my 
kids,” she said. 

 
Though the Hudson River interrupts the full circle 
from where Jennifer started out in Stony Point and 
where she lives now, hopefully our community and 
temple help make her, Gabe and their children feel 
they are right at home. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1                    
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 

2                      
No Hebrew 
School 

3                   
7:30p House & 
Grounds Com-
mittee Mtg 

4                     
9a Baby & Me 
10:15a Toddler 
& Me          
7:30p TBS 
School Board 

5                  
6:15p Cooking 
& Conversation 
w/ Rabbi (Post 
Hey) 

 

6                      
7p Sisterhood 
Mtg 

7                        
7p Family     
Service 

8                    
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 

9  SCRIP  
ORDERS DUE!            
9a Men’s Club 
Millennium 
Breakfast 

10 11                   
9a Baby & Me 
10:15a Toddler 
& Me 

12 13 14                   
8p Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 

15                  
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service               
7p Hazak 
Event—TBD 

16                    
No Hebrew 
School 

17                
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

18                    
9a Baby & Me 
10:15a Toddler 
& Me         
7:45p Book-
club 

19              
4:15p Tu 
b’Shevat Hebrew 
School program    
6:15p Cooking & 
Conversation w/ 
Rabbi (Post Hey) 

20              
7:30p Executive 
Committee Mtg   

7                        
7p Family     
Service w/   
Gesher & 
Mechina Classes 

22                  
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 
10:30a Junior 
Congregation                

23           SCRIP       
ORDERS DUE! 

24                
8pm Ritual 
Committee Mtg 

25                    
9a Baby & Me 
10:15a Toddler 
& Me 

26 27                    
11am Coffee & 
Conversation 
w/ Rabbi at 
Tazza Café  

28                     
8p Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 

29                    
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 
7:30p Sisterhood 
Havadaleh & Fam-
ily Game Night  

30 HVKUSY—
Tu b’Shevat 
Teva Pro-
gram—TBD 

31      

 

January 20 1 1  

Only events that were available at the time of publication 
were included. For a more current listing, please check the 

online calendar at TBSMahopac.org.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1                      
9a Baby & Me 
10:15a Toddler 
& Me           

2                       
6:15p Cooking 
& Conversation 
w/ Rabbi (Post 
Hey) 

3                      
7p Sisterhood 
Mtg 

4                         
8p Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 

5                    
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service                

6 SCRIP  
ORDERS DUE!     
Hebrew 
School Book 
Fair thru 2/17                  

7                   
7:30p House & 
grounds Com-
mittee Mtg 

8                         
9a Baby & Me 
10:15a Toddler 
& Me           

9 10                         
7:30p Executive 
Committee Mtg 

11                   
6p Tot Shabbat 
7pFamily Ser-
vice 

12                  
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service 
10:30a Junior 
Congregation 
12p Hey Class 
Lunch & Learn                

13                       
9a Men’s Club 
Breakfast : 
World Wide 
Wrap 

14 15                       
9a Baby & Me 
10:15a Toddler 
& Me           

16 17                  
7:30p TBS 
Board Mtg 

18                      
8p Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 

19                  
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service                

20                  
NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

21                         
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

22                      
9a Baby & Me 
10:15a Toddler 
& Me           

23                  
NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

24                    
11am Coffee & 
Conversation 
w/ Rabbi at 
Tazza Café  

25                      
8p Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 

26                  
10a Shabbat 
Morning Service                

27                     
NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

28                    
8pm Ritual 
Committee Mtg 

 

February 20 1 1  

Save the Date                      
Shabbat Across America  

March 4, 2011 
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Wishing a return to good health to those  
who are ill in our community 

   Mi’sheberakh ~רפואה שלמה

Asher David 
ben Miriam 
V'Yitzchak - Ed 
Sperling 
 
Sally Braht 
 
Veronica Comunale 
 
Gisa Dollinger 
 
Samuel Herman 
 
Chrissy Johnson 
 
John Kach 
 
Perel bat Avram 
Raisel – Pearl 
Meyer 
 
Chaim Avner ben 
Binyamin – Craig 
Michaels 
 
Lynn Michaels 
 
Janet & Melvin 
Miller 
 
Elfraim Ogen 
 
Murray Pess 
 
Maria Layna Puma 
 
Amiram Chaim ben 
Avraham 
v’Chedva – 
Ami Ranani 

Nicole Rogers 
 

Gary Reing 
 
Tamar bat Rivka – 
Jill Sanders-Demott  
 
Debbie Silbagni 
 
Surah Sasha 
 
Rosalie Steiner 
 
Yehoshua ben Leah-
Malka – Joshua 
Ullman 
 
Joseph Ungerleider 
 
Harold  & Betty 
Weinberger 
 
Yehuda Michael ben 
Tzvi 
 
Moshe B-N 
Menachem Mindel 
& Zeylah - Marvin  

If you see a name on the 
Mi’Sheberakh list who,  

thank God, has returned to good 
health, please notify the office at 

2  Anthony Branca 

3  Rebecca Lazar  
 Harriet Rosenberg 

4 Jamie Chacon 
 Eva Gutt 

7 Shane Solar-Doherty 

8 Jerome Haffner 

10 Matthew Kushner 

12 Melissa Bellenchia 

13 Marietta Branca 
 Abraham Koswener 

15 Carol Zager 

16 Robin Belsky 

18 Gerald Raskob  

19 Paige Chavis 

20 Christopher Scanian 

21 Michael Kushner 

23 Brianne Petrone 

25 Lois Vatkin 

28 Max Lichtman 
 Jared Rubin 

29 Deborah Levitt Hertz 

30 Maxine Berlin 
 Ivy Pekowsky 

31  Jess Berkwits 

2 Tess Bartman
 Elias Duke
 Aaron Feldman
 Marge Pollack 

3 Cynthia Hertz 

4 Linda Fleischer
 Beverly Haffner 

5 Daniel Kreiness
 Michael Kreiness
 Eleanor Small 

6 Lisa Branca 

7 Justin Fleischer 

8 Brittany Klein
 Jack Posniak 

13 Bernard Jacobs
 Arthur Rebell 

14 Ira Weisman 

15 Mark Liff 
 Katherine  
 Posniak 
 Carolyn Stiman
 Barbara Weisman 

16 Juliana Ryan 
 Greenberg 
 Allen Hochberg
 Suzanne Ranani 

 Alvin Silbert
 Sam Wachsberger 

17 Bria Gunzburg
 Benjamin Raskob
 Danit Simon
 Leo Vatkin 

19 Robert Lazar 

20 Anita Salamon 

22 Diane Gorelick 

23 Michelle 
 Houslanger 

24 Robert Jaffe
 Michael 
 Lowenberg 

26 Scott Hammer
 Adam Nadelhaft 

27 Gabriel Lomas
 Stephanie Raefski 

28 Iris Gorodess
 Matthew Klee Please notify the office if you or 

a family member is ill or in the 
hospital, so that Rabbi 

Hammerman can schedule a 
visit.  Your phone call is greatly 

appreciated. 
  845-628-6133 

   Did we miss your birth-
day? Please let us know! 

Yom Huledet Sameakh  

 יום הולדת שמח
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Our Temple Family 
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Contributions   (October 1-November 30) 

 

General Fund 

For the Yahrzeit of Husband, Mike 
Rosner from Agnes Rosner   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother & Father, 
Alfred & Beatrice Schwartz from 
Alan Schwartz   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother & Grand-
mother, Mildred Happ from Anita 
Feldman & Family   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Samuel 
Berlin from Arnold Berlin   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, J. Ralph 
Stein from Charles Stein   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Anna 
Buckvar from Debbe Buckvar   

In Honor of Pearl Meyer's Bat Mitz-
vah from Elaine & Bernie Jacobs   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Dorothy 
Freedland from Elaine Bessen   

In Honor of Marlene & Allen Ho-
chberg from Eleanor & Ralph Small   

For the Yahrzeit of Charles Levin 
from Eleanor Busman   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Sidney L. 
Grossman from Ellen Reing   

In Honor of Birth of Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg's grandson, Dylan Thomas 
McDermott from Gail & David 
Freundlich   

For the Speedy Recovery of Gary 
Reing from Gail & David Freundlich   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Abraham 
Kuropatwa from Gail Freundlich   

In Memory of Elaine Peikes' father, 
Melvyn Mitzner from Georgene & 
Eric Perlman   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Abraham 
Leibman from Gerald Leibman   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Rena 
Sapir from Glenn Sapir   

For the Yahrzeit of Harry Rettig from 
Gloria Rettig   

In Honor of Birth of Elaine & Bernie 
Jacobs' new grandson from Harriet & 
Alvin Rosenberg   

In Honor of Bat Mitzvah of Eleanor 
& Ralph Small's granddaughter from 
Harriet & Alvin Rosenberg   

In Memory of Elaine Peikes' father, 
Melvyn Mitzner from JCC 4's Class   

In Memory of Elaine Peikes' father, 
Melvyn Mitzner from Jean & Ro 
(TBS Office)   

In Honor of Birth of Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg's grandson, Dylan Thomas 
McDermott from Jean & Ro (TBS 
Office)   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Treitek 
Steinlauf from Jeanne Toovell   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Samuel 
Greenberg from Joel Greenberg   

For the Yahrzeit of Uncle, David 
Korn from Joyce Lasker   

For the Yahrzeit of Sadie Levinson 
from Katherine Castaldo   

In Memory of Mother, Ruth Kaiser 
from Melinda Kaiser   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Julia 
Homelsky from Miriam Belsky   

For the Yahrzeit of beloved sister, 
Selma Goldberg from Molly Roberts 

   

For the Yahrzeit of Eli and Hannah 
Paneth from Patrick & Kathy De-
lamere   

For the Yahrzeit of Sister, Blanche 
Lehman from Pearl Meyer   

For the Yahrzeit of Husband, Ira 
Meyer from Pearl Meyer   

For the Yahrzeit of Aunt Mary Gold-
berg from Pearl Meyer   

For the Yahrzeit of Mother, Lillian 
Solar from Phyllis Solar   

In Memory of Elaine Peikes' father, 
Melvyn Mitzner from Robin & Jack 
Zencheck   

In Memory of Elaine Peikes' father, 
Melvyn Mitzner from Ron & Marilyn 
Arsham   

In Honor of Purchased new flag for 
TBS from Stephen & Phyllis Nadel-
haft   

In Memory of Liz Lipson's husband, 
Stan from Susan & Gary Loewenberg   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Max 
Fechenbach from Susan Loewenberg   

In Memory of Dottie Meyers' hus-
band, George from The Chavis Fam-
ily   

For the Yahrzeit of David Michael's 
mother, Pearl Michaels from The 
Michaels Family   

In Honor of Lynn Michaels for her 
help this year from The Rubin Family   

In Memory of Robin Belsky's grand-
mother from Wendy & Joel Green-
berg   

For the Speedy Recovery of Sue Tuzman 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg   
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Contributions   (October 1-November 30) 

In Honor of Gary & Sue Loewenberg's 
granddaughter, Rebbaca's, engagement 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg   

For the Speedy Recovery of Matt Bondi 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg   

For the Speedy Recovery of Rabbi 
Amanda Brodie from Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg   

In Memory of Elaine Peikes' father, 
Melvyn Mitzner from Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg   

For the Yahrzeit of Father, Abraham 
Weiss from Wendy Greenberg  

 

Benevolent Outreach 
Fund 

 

For the Speedy Recovery of Ami Ranani 
from Alicia & Gerry Raskob   

In Honor of Birth of Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg's grandson, Dylan Thomas 
McDermott from Alicia & Gerry Raskob   

 

Prayer Book Fund 

 

In Memory of Jerry Guglielmo from 
Susan & Gary Loewenberg   

In Memory of Rose Marks from Susan & 
Louis Tuzman   

 

Rabbi’s Fund 

  

In Honor of Marilyn Arsham's expert 
presentation to NY Courts 9th Judical 
District Commission on Gender Fairness 
from Allen & Marlene Hochberg   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman's Instal-

lation from Anita Feldman & Family   

For the Speedy Recovery of Gary Reing 
from Gail & Barry Plaut   

In Memory of Katy McShane from Har-
riet & Seymour Koenig   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman's Instal-
lation from Jeremy Zucker & Friends   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman - wel-
come to TBS from Judy & Joe Oc-
chiogrossi   

For the Speedy Recovery of Ralph 
Horowitz from Judy & Joe Occhiogrossi   

For the Speedy Recovery of Sue Tuzman 
from Judy & Joe Occhiogrossi   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman's Instal-
lation from Madeleine & David Arnow   

For the Speedy Recovery of Nicole 
Rogers from Maria Eichel   

For the Speedy Recovery of grand-
daughter, Nicole Rogers from Maria 
Eichel   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman's Instal-
lation from Marjorie & Steven Hoffman   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman's Instal-
lation from Rabbi Jennifer Jaech   

In Honor of Birth of Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg's grandson, Dylan Thomas 
McDermott from Ralph & Yvonne 
Horowitz   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman for his 
support from Raymond Perlman   

In Honor of Birth of Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg's grandson, Dylan Thomas 
McDermott from Robin & Jack 
Zencheck   

In Memory of Carolyn Stiman's father, 
David Stiman from Robin & Jack 
Zencheck   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman's Instal-
lation from Susan & Louis Tuzman   

In Honor of Rabbi Hammerman for 
David getting to blow the shofar from 
The Kushner Family   

 

Religious School Fund 

 

In Memory of Larry Dinerstein from 
Diane & Larry Gorelick   

In Memory of Arnold Blasbalg's brother, 
Mel from Diane & Larry Gorelick   

In Honor of Justin receiving Ner Tamid 
pin & the Rabbi's great service for this 
award from Monica & Ben Scavone  
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
 OF MAHOPAC Presents 

 

COFFEE    & 
CONVERSATION 

With 

RABBI 

EYTAN HAMMERMAN 
 

Thursday, January 27th at 11 a.m.  at the Tazza Café 
Heritage Hills Shopping Center in Somers 

 
                
 Please RSVP to the TBS office  845-628-6133 

          Non-members welcome 
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Club & Committee News 

 .Are you experimenting with us?  If you have come to services lately, you know that some things are 

different...and the experiment is set to end in December, so we need your vote.  Saturday morning ser-
vices are beginning at 10 a.m. with some chanting to get us into a spiritual mood. Once a month a To-
rah discussion with Rabbi Hammerman at 9:15 a.m. will start off the Shabbat service.  There are also 
monthly lunches and participatory services.  Please check the weekly emails and/or website for the 
dates.  We are hoping more people will enjoy the lively services, and even help lead them! Please let us 
know if you have an interest in this, as we want more congregants to take ownership of our services. 
We are singing the Debbie Friedman song as part of the prayer for healing the sick. If you know of any-
one to add or remove from the list, please let the office know. We hope to keep the list more updated. 

We all hope you enjoyed your Hanukkah, and came to many of the activities here at the Temple! 

Regards,  
The Ritual Committee,  
Alicia Raskob, Chair 
Direct questions regarding ritual or the Ritual Committee to RitualCommittee@tbsmahopac.org 

RITUAL Committee                           

I hope that you all had a festive 
Thanksgiving and a joyous Chanu-
kah.  For those of you who missed 
our last couple of programs, they 
were highly successful.  Our Candi-

dates Forum in October brought out many of the 
issues both local and national.  In November, we 
had one of our most interesting programs brought 
to us by County Judge Jim Reitz.  The young 
lady he brought to the breakfast had gotten her-
self into trouble with the law and was brought 
before him when he was Carmel Town Jus-
tice.  As he has done with so many other trou-
bled  youths, he worked with her over the next 
few years and even though she did not want his 
help, he still pursued helping her.  Finally, in her 
senior year at Carmel High School, the light bulb 
went on and she realized what Judge Reitz was 
trying to do for her.  She now has enrolled at 
Westchester Community College with the goal of 
becoming an FBI agent.    She also is helping 
both her younger sister and her neighbor’s 
daughter stay on the right track.  Kudos to Judge 
Reitz for another success story and for not giving 
up on her.  There was a surprise ending to this 
discussion when this young lady told us that her 
mother’s brother is John Roberts, Chief Justice of 

the United States Supreme Court.  Judge Reitz 
will reach out to Judge Roberts and invite him to 
Putnam County.  I told Judge Reitz that we 
would love to be part of any forum that Judge 
Roberts holds.   On Sunday, January 9, 2011, we 
will have our 11th  Millennium Breakfast with 
speakers from both the religious and political 
worlds including our own Rabbi Hammer-
man.  In closing, I just want to add that Rabbi 
Hammerman’s installation on Sunday, November 
14, 2010 brought together not only our Temple 
family, but numerous religious and political 
members of our community to welcome Ey-
tan.  There was a mood before, during and after 
the installation that I never experienced in our 
Temple in the over 37 years I have been a mem-
ber. Many thanks to Gail Freundlich and her hard 
working committee.  On behalf of the members 
of the Men’s Club and my family, we wish you a 
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. Some 
of the comments during the installation are 
printed in other sections of this edition of the 
Temple Times.   
 
Shalom, 
Joel 
Joel Greenberg,  Men’s Club President                                     

Men’s Club 
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Sisterhood 

 It feels as though I just 

started writing 2010 on my 
checks and now we are into 
2011. Is it me or is time just 
flying by? 

 
I would like to congratulate Georgene Perlman 
and Miriam Yekutiel for winning the first latke 
throwdown. Both will have to defend their titles 
next year. Miriam made yummy traditional latkes 
and Georgene made latkes from corn.  Thank you 
Wendy Greenberg for being our gracious hostess. 
Everyone, you have one year to practice making 
your prize winning latkes for the next throwdown. 
 
Another thank you to Lindy Jewelers for buying 
up our orphan earrings and very ugly but heavy 
gold stuff. Everyone went home with a check and 
sisterhood received 20%.  Not a bad day’s work! 
 
Sisterhood is working with the religious school to 

come up with some great ideas for family game 
night. Did someone mention karaoke? Stay tuned 
and see. 
 
And as we all recovery from overeating during 
the holidays, remember it is never too late to join 
Weight Watchers. We meet on Tuesday nights at 
7:00. Come join us as we share recipes and help-
ful hints. We also have a spin off book club start-
ing as well. And the books are not food related. 
 
The entire sisterhood is looking forward to an ex-
citing winter of events. Come join us! 
  
Ellen Gershman 
 

Ellen Gershman 

        
        
         

 

Jan 6 7p Sisterhood Meeting 

Jan 29 7:30p Family Game Night / Havdalah 

Feb 3  7p Sisterhood Meeting 

Feb 13 Cooking with Sisterhood—Time TBA 

Mar 3 7p Sisterhood Meeting 

Mar 4 Shabbat Across America—Time TBA 

                                    



PAGE  28                                                                     TEMPLE TIMES                                JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2011 

Club & Committee News USY 9-12 grades Kadima  6-8 grades 

 This year’s USY and Kadima chapters at TBS are off to a great start! USY (9th to 12th grade) and 
Kadima (6th to 8th grade) are the Jewish youth groups for Conservative Jews.  Our chapter is made up of 
kids from three temples around this area.  It’s a safe environment to meet new friends, and get in touch 
with your Jewish roots. 

 For the first event of the year we went to Surprise Lake Camp, we had a bonfire, made s’mores, and 
climbed the rock wall. Following that we had a Dance Dance Revolution event, where we danced through 
the night and had ice cream sundaes. The most recent event was the Sushi Night here at TBS! This event 
was the most successful of all. We had a fantastic turnout!  Chef Dave first led a seminar teaching us how 
to make sushi and make it look nice, followed by all of us making our own! 

Our chapter needs more 
support! If you are 
Kadima or USY age and 
are looking for some-
thing awesome to do, 
come join us.  USY is 
more than just the chap-
ter there are divisional 
and regional events as 
well. At these events 
you will meet Jewish 
kids from all over New 
York.  USY changes 
lives, it is so much fun! 

 For more informa-
tion contact our chapter 
President, Becca Kissel 
at rk.team@yahoo.com 
or Celia Baczkowski, 
our Youth Advisor at 
hvkusy@aol.com  or 
917-482-8183.  

 -Spencer Rubin 
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             EASY  WAYS TO HELP TBS                           

GoodSearch.comGoodSearch.com 
ATTENTION!  

 

Search online or 
buy through 

    goodsearch.com 
 

Type Temple Beth Shalom Temple Beth Shalom --  
Mahopac Mahopac   

in "Who do you GoodSearch for"  
(or link from  

TBSMahopac.org) 
And then link to your favorite 

online store.  
 

TBS gets paid every time you 
search or purchase. For added 
benefit, some stores will also 

accept SCRIP gift cards.  

Forms can be downloaded 
from the TBS website.  

Orders can be placed through 
the TBS office. Watch the 

website or weekly email bulle-
tin for Scrip purchase dates. 

 

Double or  
Triple (!!!) 

  your Donation FREE! 
             

EMPLOYER’S  
MATCHING FUNDS 

PROGRAM 
 

Your donation could double or 
triple without any expense to 
you. Call your Human Re-

sources Department or Commu-
nity  Relations office and ask 

about your company’s 
MATCHING FUNDS program. 
Some companies do not match 
donations to religious organiza-
tions, but some do.  Inquire with 

your HR Representative. 

COMMUNITY UPDATE 

 

A DULT CHILDREN OF   
HOLOCAUST 

 REFUGEES/SURVIVORS  
A Support Group in Peekskill meets  

once a month on Wednesdays,  
8:15-9:30pm. Contact  

Rosine Katan (914) 471-3522 

  Sharon Gardens  
  in Valhalla 

  

 
Planning ahead can reduce 

unnecessary stress for our loved ones 
during this highly emotional period. 

Temple Beth Shalom has purchased a 
block of plots in beautiful Sharon 

Gardens, a cemetery that has served 
our Jewish community since 1953. 
Call the TBS office for details—

845/628-6133  
 

  Plots  $1,250ea  $2,325pair 

C ommemorate a celebration or 
memorialize a loved one with a 
personalized brick at the front 

path of the synagogue.  Each brick, at a 
cost of $150, can accommodate up to 
three lines with a maximum of thirteen 
characters per line. Contact the TBS 
office 845/628-6133 or visit the TBS 
website at  TBSMahopac.org for a 
BRICK PAVER order form.   

Order today! 845/628-6133 
TBSMahopac.org 
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On Sunday, November 14, 2010, the Metropolitan 
New York District of The United Synagogue of Con-
servative Judaism held its Biennial Convention at the 
Beth El Synagogue Center in New Rochelle, NY. 
There was an overwhelming turnout of over 230 atten-
dees from over 50 synagogues from the METNY Dis-
trict.  

 The theme of the Biennial Convention was "The Char-
ismatic Kehillah" based on the new book The Charis-
matic Organization by Shirley Sagawa and Deborah 
Jospin. The conference explored the pillars of charis-
matic nonprofits, including a clear mission, decisions 
informed by research, active outreach and meaningful 
engagement.  

 "The goal of our conference and all of our efforts is 
the transformation of our Conservative synagogues," 
said Rabbi Charles Savenor, METNY Executive Dis-
trict Director. "We envision our congregations as suc-
cessful non-profits that provide meaning, attract fun-
ders, excite volunteers and frequently generate 'buzz' 
online and by word of mouth." Rabbi Savenor's re-
marks, "Memories and Dreams", can be found on the 
METNY USCJ website – www.uscj.org/metny.  

One of the highlights of the 
day was an engaging panel 
discussion about how a 
synagogue can become a 
charismatic kehillah 
(community). Moderated 
by Rabbi Savenor, the 

panel featured  prominent Jewish thinkers and leaders: 
Ruth Messinger, Executive Director of American Jew-
ish World Service; Jeremy Fingerman, CEO of The 
Foundation for Jewish Camp; and Rabbi Alan 
Silverstein, spiritual leader of Congregation Agudath 
Israel in West Caldwell, NJ and chair of Masorti 
Olami. Rabbi Silverstein, whose synagogue is show-
cased in the new book Sacred Strategies, also served as 
the conference keynote speaker. 

The METNY Biennial committee arranged innovative 
and informative workshops with topics pertaining to 
synagogues today. Attendees had nine workshops se-
lections, including a text study session. To extend the 
learning and training to the entire district, METNY has 
posted summaries and handouts of every session on 
the METNY website.   

The convention marked Sharon Steinberg, METNY 
President, passing the role of the METNY leadership 
to Norman Korowitz. Norman's title will be District 
Chair; this title change was part of the recent transfor-
mation of USCJ.  "Our strength is in our people and 
our relationships with each other" said Norman. "We 
are a family and when one succeeds, we all do-that's 
why we must work with each other. METNY has taken 
huge steps. And we are building on our past successes-
and there are many-we will continue to exceed those 
challenges."  

The convention enjoyed a delicious luncheon and 
awards ceremony for our synagogues that demon-
strated excellence in various categories including bul-
letins and periodicals, adult education, Israel aware-
ness, religious school, social action, website and youth 
activities. Mazal Tov to Temple Beth Shalom on re-
ceiving METNY Synagogue Awards for outstanding 
bulletins and periodicals, fundraising and special pro-
grams.                                                                         

During the afternoon pro-
gram "The Ernest L. 
Rothschild Award" was 
also given out to ten indi-
viduals from around the 
METNY District that have 
demonstrated outstanding 
synagogue leadership. Ma-

zal Tov to David Michaels, of Temple Beth Shalom, 
on receiving a Rothschild Award.  

"The Ernest L. Rothschild awards presented at the 
METNY Biennial highlighted 10 'heroes' of our kehil-
lot. The Rothschild award demonstrates a desire to pay 
tribute to those whose contribution to the vibrancy of 
their kehillah and the vitality of Jewish life," said 
Rabbi Moshe Edelman, METNY Associate Executive 
Director.  

METNY is appreciative of our dedicated lay leaders 
and staff that made the 2010 Biennial Convention a 
success. METNY would also like to thank the clergy, 
professionals and lay leaders of Beth El Synagogue 
Center - Rabbi Melvin Sirner; Rabbi David Kosak; 
Hazzan Farid Dardashti; Hazzan Uri Aqua; Irwin 
Davison, Executive Director; Erica Leventhal, Pro-
gram and Youth Director; and Marc Klee, President - 
for their partnership and Hakhnasat Orchim. 

METNY USCJ Biennial Convention Press Release  
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1 Jan/Tevet 25 

William L. Lichtman 

3 Jan/Tevet 27 

Goldie Jacobs 

7 Jan/Shevat 2 

Elias Feldman          
Abraham Mendelsohn                
Florence Michelson 

10 Jan/Shevat 5 

Helen Cohen                                            
Philip Schlossberg 

17 Jan/Shevat 12 

Matthew Hertz 

19 Jan/Shevat 14 

Isidor Ditkowski 

20 Jan/Shevat 15 

Sylvia Rebell 

21 Jan/Shevat 16 

Florence Beck                                    
Feivish Zac 

24 Jan/Shevat 19 

Meyer Berliner                                  
Marilyn Shankewitz                                       
Genya Zac 

25 Jan/Shevat 20 

Antoinette Lian 

26 Jan/Shevat 21 

Marilyn Black                         
Harold Michaels   

27 Jan/Shevat 22 

Fred Happ 

30 Jan/Shevat 25 

Eli Yekutiel 

 

31 Jan/Shevat 26 

Joseph Carrillo                           
Jack Green 

6 Feb/Adar-1 2 

Allen C. Weissman 

8 Feb/Adar-1 4 

Sid Rosner 

10 Feb/Adar-1 6 

Zeller Jacowitz 

12 Feb/Adar-1 8 

Melvin Schechter 

13 Feb/Adar-1 9 

Edyth Lefferman                         
Tillie Weinberger 

14 Feb/Adar-1 10 

Celia Mendelsohn                                     
Ben Roberts 

15 Feb/Adar-1 11 

Stuart Feldman                                    
Ronald Pollack 

16 Feb/Adar-1 12 

David Bashkow                                   
Morris Posniak 

18 Feb/Adar-1 14 

Seymour Weinberger 

20 Feb/Adar-1 16 

George Toovell 

21 Feb/Adar-1 17 

Mary Hertz                                    
Edna Sapakie 

23 Feb/Adar-1 19 

Frieda Horowitz 

25 Feb/Adar-1 21 

David Guest                                     
Sam Weinberger 

 

 

 

 

Sharon 
Gardens  
in Valhalla 

 

Sharon Gardens has been 
serving the Jewish community 
since 1953 and  is considered 
to be one of the most beautiful 

and modern cemeteries for 
families of the Jewish faith. 
Its rural setting provides a 
serene resting place with wide 

roads and paths for easy 
access.  

 

Plots are  

$1,250 each   
$2,325 pair 

 
Contact the temple 
office 845/628-6133 

Yahrzeits   
May Their Memory be a Blessing 

Have you seen?  
Have you seen the Temple Beth Shalom website 
lately? It is incredible! Yasher Koach, David! 
 

TBSMAHOPAC.ORGTBSMAHOPAC.ORG  
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Co-Editors 
Beverly Petrone 
Dara Berkwits  
 

Advertising Editor 
David Michaels 
 
 
 

Contributors 
Cantor Shira Adler 
Dana Chipkin 
Gail Freundlich 
Ellen Gershman 
Wendy Greenberg  
Rabbi Eytan Hammerman 
Georgene Perlman 
Marge Pollack 
Alicia Raskob 
Glenn Sapir 
Melody Weisman 
Carol Zager 
Steven Bettman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Temple Beth Shalom 
newsletter is published five times 
per year and is provided by and for 
the membership of the synagogue. 
Neither Temple Beth Shalom, nor 
its members, assumes liability for 
any of the information, opinions or 
suggestions contained herein. 
Articles submitted are subject to 
editing. Contents may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from the Temple office. 
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. Submissions 
can be sent via email in Word or 
Publisher format to:  
newsletter@TBSMahopac.org.  

 

Newsletter Errors  
Occasionally errors & omissions 
are found in the pages of Temple 
Times. We appreciate being 
notified of any corrections by 
calling the TBS office 845/628-
6133. A newsletter staff member 
will return your call ASAP. The 
temple office is not responsible for 
newsletter content. Many thanks to 
our readers, Temple Times Staff 

 

 

TBS is looking 
for some used (good condition) 

tricycles, scooters and other (no 
motorized) “riding” toys for chil-
dren.  Please have a look in your 

garage and basement! 
 

“The Mother's Circle” 

at Temple Beth Shalom 
Are you raising Jewish children but you're not Jewish? DON'T 
DO IT ALONE!  

Join The Mothers Circle to learn about Jewish rituals, traditions, 
ethics and the how-to's of creating a Jewish home. Meet and get to 
know other women who share your experience. FREE courses 
take place twice each month (determined based on the conven-
ience of the participants). 

Childcare available.  For specific dates or more information, con-
tact Rabbi Hammerman or call Nicole Nevarez at the Rosenthal 
JCC (914) 741-0333 x29. 

A program of the Jewish Outreach Institute. 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop!Sisterhood Gift Shop!  
Visit the gift shop or contact EllenVisit the gift shop or contact Ellen  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

EE--mail Ellen at mail Ellen at   
Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  

FAMILY VISION CARE 

Dr. Robert Byne 
Dr. Ken Landesman 

MEDICAL ARTS CENTER 
572 ROUTE 6 

MAHOPAC  N.Y. 10541 
(845) 628-3750 

FAX (845) 628-5513 

103 SOUTH BEDFORD RD. 
SUITE 101 

MT. KISCO, N.Y. 10549 
(914) 241-2020 

FAX (914) 241-0034 

Skyview Professional Suites  ● 530 Route Six  ●  Mahopac, NY 10541 

Over 25 Years  
Experience In All Areas 

 of General Dentistry 
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W E L L  P U M P S

F R E E  
E S T I M A T E S

G O U L D S
W a t e r

S y s t e m s

• W a t e r  H e a t e r s
• B o i l e r s
• S t o r a g e  T a n k s
• W a t e r  S o f t e n e r s
• S a l e s
• S e r v i c e
• I n s t a l l a t i o n

W e e k e n d  S e r v i c e  N o  E x t r a  C h a r g eW e e k e n d  S e r v i c e  N o  E x t r a  C h a r g e

I n s u r e d  - B o n d e d

( 8 4 5 )  6 2 8 - 1 2 8 8
o r

( 9 1 4 )  9 6 2 - 3 4 9 8

D a v e  G o l d b e r g
P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g ,  I n c .
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Benjamin A. Dancygier, D.D.S. 

3630 Hill Boulevard, Suite 401 
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
914-245-7100 
www.DoctorBenDDS.com 

Practice limited to Dentistry for Children 
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Temple Times thanks its  
advertisers for their sponsorship 

and support. 

 

Please show your thanks by  
supporting them and when you do, 
be sure to let them know that you 

Maimonides Academy 
of  Western Connecticut 

 

  A Contemporary Community Jewish Day School 
 

Mommy & Me classes for 1 and 2 year olds 
Drop-off Two-year-old program 
Full or Half day Nursery and Pre-K 
Full day Kindergarten 
Curriculum for Grades K-5   

Call us at 203-748-7129  
103 Miry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 

Minutes from Brewster. Free bus transportation  
for Kindergartners and up 

www.mawcschool.org 

 
Open House
Every Friday 
2:00 – 3:30
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Fresh Meats    Fresh Produce 
Bakery Department with a  

Selection of Kosher/Pareve Cookies 
Full Service Deli Catering 

Cheese’s from Around The World 
Full Line of Health & Organic Foods 
Fresh Seafood & Sushi Departments 

A full Selection of Gourmet Items 

(914) 245-1262 
3651 Lee Road 

Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
(across from the Jefferson Valley mall) 
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        CELL (917) 295-1407 

Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 

 

BRACES MAKE YOU BEAUTIFUL 
Visit our friendly office for a complimentary consultation 

Jodi Gorelick, DDS 
Orthodontic & Dentofacial Specialist 

530 Route Six, Mahopac 

(845) 628-1018 
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Make Eating Healthy Easy! 

Briarcliff Manor ●  Yorktown Heights  
Mt. Kisco ●  Mahopac ●  Katonah  

Stamford ●  Scarsdale ●  Montebello  
Fairfield ● Larchmont 

www.mrsgreens.com 
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Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY           845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 

Constance Design Ltd. 
Design Couturier 
Custom Alteration 

Restyling 

Restoration 
Beadwork 

 

Formerly associated with  
Sir Norman Hartnell, Designer to the Queen. 

155 Route 202 
Somers, NY 10589 (914) 232-5526 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop!Sisterhood Gift Shop!  
Visit the gift shop or call EllenVisit the gift shop or call Ellen  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can Any special occasion need can 

be filledbe filled  
  

EE--mail Ellen at mail Ellen at  
Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  
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Your ad would have fit  

right here 

GRACIOUS SOCIAL CATERING SINCE 1945 

VÉÄÉÇ|tÄ 

gxÜÜtvx 
GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 

GENTLE DENTAL CARE 
 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 
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"We're not just cruises !”                  

-All inclusive vacations, hotels, air, cruises ! 

-Our website uses Expedia, Hotels.com, and Trip Advisor to search and book travel ! 

-We accept American Express reward points for travel! 

(914) 962-6464 

Captain Jeff (TBS member) 

 

www.WestchesterCruiseAndTravel.com 



TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
760 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
(845) 628-6133 
www.tbsmahopac.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
WHITE  PLAINS, NY 10610 

PERMIT NO. 4123 

Current Resident or 


