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 Temple Beth Shalom 
Established 1953 

Member United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
 

 
May 3 

Men’s Club Breakfast:  
A Salute to our Graduates 

 

TBS USY/Kadima Kickoff 
 

May 10  
Sisterhood/Hebrew School  

Mother’s Day Brunch 
 

May 11 
2nd Annual Tri-Synagogue  

Golf Outing & Silent Auction  
 

May 17 
Congregational Meeting 

 

May 31 
Salute to Israel Parade in NYC 

 

June 1  
Israel Scouts Tzofim Concert 

 
 

June 14 
Sisterhood Torah Fund Lunch  

 

USY/Kadima BBQ 
 

August 9 
Annual Sisterhood Flea Market & 

White Elephant Sale 
They will dance their way into your heart!They will dance their way into your heart!They will dance their way into your heart!   
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Hosting An Oneg 
If you would like to host an Oneg or  
Kiddush, please contact Ro or Jean in 

the office at   
845/628-6133  

They  will be happy to assist you. 

Look for our window in USCJ’s upcoming 
5770 calendar!  Mazel Tov to Temple Beth 

Shalom and a special shoutout to  
photographer Leo Vatkin! 

 

Westchester Jewish Conference  
invites you to attend the  

Julian Y. Bernstein  
Distinguished Service Awards  

ceremony honoring 
 

Melody Weisman Melody Weisman   
 

for her outstanding service  
to Temple Beth Shalom 

 

 Wednesday, May 13, 2009 Wednesday, May 13, 2009 
7:30pm 7:30pm   

Jewish Community Center of Harrison 
130 Union Avenue 

Harrison, NY 10528 
 

Dessert reception follows ceremony 

 
May  28  8:00 pm 
May  29  9:30 am 
May  29  8:00 am 
May  30  9:30 am 
May  30 11:15 am 

     JULY 
  3  8:14pm 

10  8:12pm 
17  8:08pm 
24  8:03pm 
31  7:56pm 

 

Shavuot 
Evening Service              
Morning Service 
Shabbat/Shavuot Evening Service 
Shabbat/Shavuot Morning Service 

Yizkor                                            

HOLIDAY Service Times 

Regular Shabbat Services 
Friday Evenings 

Saturday Mornings 
 

Family Services 
May 1  
June 5  
 

Junior Choir/Congregation 
May  9   Jr. Choir 
  Jr. Congregation   10:30 am 
 

Tot Shabbat 
May 15 
 

8:00 pm 

9:30 am 
 

 
7:00 pm  
7:00 pm  
 

 
 9:45 am 
 
 

 
7:00 pm 

                   SHABBAT Service Times 

Friday Evening 
Family Services 
will now begin at 

7pm 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services will now 

begin at  
8pm 

   JUNE   
  5  8:06pm 
12  8:10pm 
19  8:13pm 
26  8:14pm 

  AUGUST 
  7  7:48pm 

14  7:39pm 
21  7:29pm 
28  7:18pm 
 

Candlelighting 

    MAY 
  1  7:34pm 

   8  7:41pm 
15  7:48pm 
22  7:55pm 
29  8:01pm 

DON’T MISS IT! DON’T MISS IT! DON’T MISS IT!    
   Tri   Tri--Synagogue Golf OutingSynagogue Golf Outing  

            ~    May 11   ~             ~    May 11   ~  
   Mahopac Golf Club 

     Dinner & Silent Auction   
  Call 845/628-6133  

5-7th Graders ONLY! 
  Sunday, May 3  at  TBS 

 12:15—2:15 pm 
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ThankYou,  

Rabbi Rabbi Rabbi    
Zucker,Zucker,Zucker,   

for a 
 a  

 FUN  
Purim 
Spiel ! 

Photos by Melody Weisman 

Message from Rabbi Zucker 

Z’man Matan Torah—The Time of the Giving of the Torah 

A  Hasid once asked his rebbe why it was 
that Shavu’ot is called Z’man Matan 
Torah—“the time of the GIVING of the 

Torah” rather than Z’man Kabbalat Torah—
“the time of the RECEIVING of the Torah,” 
since we Jews received the Torah rather than 
gave it. The rebbe—with great insight—

replied: “We call Shavu’ot ‘Z’man Matan Torah’ rather than 
‘Z’man Kabbalat Torah’ because the time for receiving the 
Torah is everyday!”  

This Hasidic story is important for it demonstrates our 
tendency to relegate Judaism to a once-a-week (or sadly, once-
a-year) experience. The Hasid’s question served as a 
springboard for his rebbe to remind him and us that Judaism is 
to be practiced daily, and should affect every aspect of our 
lives. One might say that Judaism is like a coating of water 
repellant: if it’s used only once a year, its efficaciousness can 
be washed away with the first good storm. But if the coating is 
applied daily, no storm will be able to destroy its coverage. 
And so it is with our Judaism—if we practice it daily, it has a 
wonderful effect upon our lives. But, if we are Jewish only 
occasionally, then Judaism has little to offer us. Like love, 
Judaism cannot be turned on and off like a water spigot. 

The choice of whether to receive Torah into our lives on a 
daily basis or not is ours to make as adults. Our children, on 
the other hand, need to receive instruction in Judaism on as 
frequent a basis as is possible, as there is so much to learn of 
our venerable traditions and customs. Regular attendance at 
religious school and junior congregation is essential for their 
spiritual growth just as correct nutrition is needed for their 
proper physical development. Every time a child misses 
classes because of soccer or baseball practice, ballet lessons, 
an acting audition, a skiing or camping trip, a ball game or any 
other non-illness reason, he/she picks up a subtle message that 
Judaism and Jewish learning are of secondary importance. So 
too, if children see that Shabbat and the Jewish holidays are 
only things talked about at religious school but rarely if ever 
practiced in the home, they may surmise that these holy times 
and Judaism have little to offer us. And if a child sees that 
his or her parents rarely attend services, she/he might 
decide that religious school is simply a means to allow 
him/her to pass through the rites of a Bar or Bat Mitzvah 

celebration, and then subsequently to forget all that has been 
learned. 

In all honesty, children who are presented such a picture truly 
are cheated out of a wonderful heritage that should be theirs. 
The Torah has been called a “fountain of living waters”—if 
we drink often and long, we will benefit. If we fail to partake 
of its waters, both we and our children could experience a 
withering of our spiritual health and our Jewish identity.  The 
choice is ours to make; for our children’s sake, may we choose 
wisely.  From my perspective as a rabbi, I suggest jumping in, 
as—to use another metaphor—“the water’s fine.” And if one 
needs to start in the shallow end of the pool—that too, is O.K. 
The important thing is to immerse oneself, possibly slowly at 
first, but eventually swimming in the warm waters of Judaism. 
It’s been many years since I received my Water Safety 
Instructor license, but when it comes to Judaism, please be 
assured that our Religious School staff and I are here to make 
you and your family feel comfortable in our stream of Judaism 
here at Temple Beth Shalom. 

Elena, Yehudit, Rahel, Fortine and Amiel join me in wishing 
everyone Hag Sameah—Mo’adim l’Simhah-Hagim U’zmanim 
l’Sasson—a happy and healthy Shavu’ot, and a great summer 
vacation! 

B’virkat shalom, 

etuu| WtÇ|xÄ `A mâv~xÜ 

    Rabbi’s OFFICE HOURS 
 

SUN.   9:30am-12:30pm 
MON.  11:00am-2:00pm 
TUES.   2:00-7:00 pm 
WED.  2:30-6:30 pm  

FRI.  12:00-3:00pm 

   It is always best to call 
ahead. The Rabbi may be 

away due to holidays,  
hospital visits and  
off-site meetings.  

 

Rabbi Zucker is also 
available by appointment.  

 

 

Citizens of Shushan at the 5769 Purim Shpiel.  
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President’s Message 

Ron 

E nough already! I’m fed up with 
the gloom and doom I hear every 
day about the rotten economy and 

all the problems facing synagogues in 
today’s world.  It’s downright depressing.  
Well, you know what?  You are not going to 

hear any of that from me.  You know why? Because our little 
synagogue continues to move forward with all the positive 
energy it has always had despite the tough times.  And that 
momentum doesn’t look like it will end any time soon. 
 
You want proof?  Just look at the last couple of months.  We 
found Jacob guilty of fraud and identity theft in our Men’s 
Club/Sisterhood-sponsored trial; learned how to cook for two 
holidays with our Master Chef, Rabbi Zucker; celebrated 
three different seders as a community; and put on a great 
B’nai Mitzvah Showcase and Fashion Show (many thanks to 
all of you who organized and participated in the fashion 
show…it was awesome). Need more? Not convinced?  How 
about the USY-sponsored Purim carnival followed by the 
innovative Purimspiel. (Who was that beautiful blonde, 
Queen Vashti, anyway?) Or the TBS version of “American 
Idol” led by our wonderful Cantor Shira during March’s 
family service. And dare I add how much we learned from 
our Adult Ed classes every week and from Aryeh Green from 
Media Central in Israel, who spoke to us passionately about 
the need to promote unbiased reporting from Israel and the 
entire Middle East.   
 
If you are not totally convinced by now, you will be by the 
end of June. Everything I mentioned before took place during 
the “slow” months at TBS.  The excitement really gets going 
in May and carries on through the end of June, and even 
further into the summer.  It all starts with our exciting new 
Hudson Valley Kadima/USY (HVKUSY) project with the 
three other Conservative synagogues in our area.  The official 
kickoff of the HVKUSY group is on June 14 with a barbeque 
at the First Hebrew Congregation of Peekskill for all four 
participating synagogues.  The unofficial kickoff for our own 
Kadima group (current 5th-7th grade students) is on May 3 at 
TBS.  Our own Jesse Reing, an experienced USY leader in 
her own right, will be introducing our children to Kadima and 
USY and will lead the group in various fun activities and 
programs that will set the stage for our active participation 
with the combined group next fall.   
 
It isn’t all about the kids, either.  On May 11, our 2nd annual 
Tri-Synagogue golf outing gets into full swing (no pun 
intended, of course).  Last year’s outing was a big success 
and we expect this year’s to be equally good, if not better. If 
you haven’t already signed up to play, to be a sponsor, to 
help, to buy raffle tickets, or to be part of the fun, it is not too 
late.  Then, on May 13, our own Melody Weisman is being 

awarded the Julian Y. Bernstein Distinguished Service Award 
from the Westchester Jewish Conference. Come join us and 
support Melody at the Jewish Community Center of Harrison 
at 7:30 PM as she receives this richly-deserved award (event 
is free with dessert following the ceremony). A big Yasher 
Koach and thank you to Melody for all that she does for us at 
TBS. 
 
The month of May ends with the much-anticipated visit by 
the Israeli Scouts to our community.  We are once again 
excited to be hosting the Scouts in our community from May 
31- June 2. Last year, we missed hosting them for the first 
time in 6 years, and I am so thrilled that they will be staying 
with us for a few days at the beginning of their cross-country 
tour.  We plan to have them  join us as we march in the Israel 
Day Parade on May 31, after they get the chance to meet our 
Hebrew school students earlier in the day.  The next night, 
Monday, June 1, the Scouts will give their entertaining 
performance for our community at the synagogue.  For those 
of you who have seen the Scouts perform, you know how 
much fun it is for the entire family.  For those who have 
never seen them perform, don’t wait any longer.  They are 
delightful and talented ambassadors from Israel and worth 
meeting after the show. 
 
I could go on and on about the events and programs at the 
synagogue, but I think you all can see where I am heading.  
The synagogue plays a vital role in all of our lives, especially 
during these turbulent and uncertain times.  It’s hard to deny 
the financial hardships and other problems that many of us 
are suffering through today.  But it is equally comforting to 
realize that Temple Beth Shalom continues to offer the 
community the stability that is necessary for us to move 
forward.  It is a testimony to the hard work, talent, and 
dedication of so many of you that we are as active and vibrant 
as we are at a time that so many other synagogues are 
searching for answers to the many problems that confront 
them.  That is why I prefer to be optimistic about our future 
than to worry about things that we cannot control. 
 
See you at the synagogue. 

7:30pm 

SUNDAY, SUNDAY,   
MAY 17MAY 17  
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W e know the holiday of Shavuot is the celebration of 
receiving the Ten Commandments, but I have been 
thinking of the other aspect of the holiday . . . 

remembering a tradition in Israel that is no longer practiced.   
  
Shavuot is also called Chag haBikkurim – the Festival of First 
Fruits.   Why? 

  
To begin, we need to look at a concept described by Arthur Waskow in his book 
Seasons of Our Joy, which presents a theory relating the seasons of the Earth and the 
different life-stages of human beings to the historical cycle of the year.  Specifically, 
there is a life-stage connection with the three festivals: Passover with birth; Shavuot 
with maturity and relationship; and Sukkot with fulfillment and old age. This work 
has influenced many Jewish leaders, including Rabbi Jill Hammer, the  founder  
o f  Te l  Shemesh  – a  resource for those who are attempting to integrate 
Jewish faith and practice with earth-based beliefs and ways of living.  
 
In a wonderful article I read by Rabbi Hammer, I was drawn to her description of 
this time of year being a period of Jewish Earth Ritual.  This harkens back to a 
specific ritual practiced by Israeli farmers at the beginning of their spring harvests 
with the barley crop at Pesach.   
 
The harvest continued for seven weeks as the other crops and fruits began to ripen.  
As each fruit ripened, the first of each type would not be eaten but would have a 
ribbon tied around the branch.  This ribbon marked the fruit as being the “first” – the 
Bikkurim. 
  
Why is this important to think of?   
  
I believe it’s important that we take opportunities to find “firsts” and new 
beginnings each season, each year.  Last year my “first” was marrying Dr. Richard 
Schechtman and blending a family (that’s a daunting “first” by anyone’s standards).   
This year I turned 40 and I plan on fully exploring my new levels of maturity and 
relationships.  I see this “first” as being the time to enter the next and most enriching 
phase of my life, engaging in deeper study of all the beautiful and varied esoteric 
and healing traditions in Judaism, to which I have always been drawn. 
  
Now, in this season, and especially in the months approaching the next High Holy 
Days, I take count of all the upcoming blessings and new experiences about to 
unfold in my life. I am grateful and aware of my own spiritual blossoming as it 
mirrors the buds blossoming outside my window.   
 
There are always First Fruits to enjoy . . . if we remain open to whatever experiences 
come our way.     
  
I encourage each of you to discover new “firsts” and enjoy the fruits of the season, 
personally, emotionally and most importantly, spiritually.   
  
B’shirim b’shalom, 

 

Cantor Shira 

Cantor’s Notes 

Birkat HaChamah 
Wednesday, 
April 8, 2009 
Golden’s Bridge, 
NY 
 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
I kept my promise and awoke my 
eight-year-old daughter before sunrise 
this morning.  She quickly and quietly 
changed into her clothes to join me in 
meditation and prayer on the top of 
the highest rock (that was safe to 
climb) in our townhouse com-
plex.  Several minutes later, we heard 
the little voice of my six-year-old son 
calling out from the front of our 
house: “Mama, where are you?”  I 
called down to him and he responded 
by running back inside to change, 
grabbing his jacket and racing up the 
hill to join us.   
 
I wrapped all of us together and we 
read psalms, brachot (blessings), 
meditations and a poem. 
 
I ended by asking them to offer their 
own blessings.  My daughter offered 
one, promising to help protect the 
environment so that we can always 
have this world as a safe place.  My 
son offered his promise to be helpful 
in picking up trash in the neighbor-
hood – especially trash like 6-pack 
plastic rings, which could “hurt the 
birds if they get caught in it.”  I fin-
ished with a bracha (blessing) that the 
next time we are offered this opportu-
nity, that they will stand with their 
own young children and remember 
this day. 
 
I can scarcely recall such a powerful 
and perfect moment such as this. 
 

Cantor Shira 
 

This special moment in time will  
return at sunrise on  

Wednesday, April 8, 2037.  
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Introduction to JudaismIntroduction to Judaism  
Tues 5/5, 5/12, 5/19 7-9pm 

 Rabbi Zucker 
 Jewish history, customs, life and holi-
day cycles, as well as the major texts 
of Jewish religious literature will be 
examined.  New attendees are welcome 

to join at any time. This class is based on a 
course Rabbi Zucker co-taught at the Ameri-
can Jewish University in Los Angeles. Meet in 
the Kiddush room. 

 

Sephardic Holiday CuisineSephardic Holiday Cuisine 
Wed 5/20 7:15pm                          

Rabbi Zucker 
A “hands-on” class is offered once a 

month that specializes in Rabbi Zucker’s ex-
otic holiday recipes. Class meets in the 

kitchen. Wear cooking attire. 

 
 

 Beginner’s Hebrew ClassBeginner’s Hebrew Class 
 Weds 7:30 pm 
 Lynn Michaels 

Join Lynn as she teaches a beginner’s Hebrew 
class. Learn how to read as well as gain a 
vocabulary of basic words that will help in-
crease your Judaic knowledge. Don't miss this 
great opportunity on Wednesday nights! 

 

Mideast News Review Mideast News Review  
Wed 5/27 7:30-9pm 

 Rabbi Zucker 
 

Once a month, Rabbi Zucker 
presents a news review and 
discussion of significant Mideast events and 
trends, especially as they involve or affect the 
State of Israel. This class is open to the public. 
Meet in the Sanctuary. 

T he end of 
the  
school  

year comes with 
 mixed feelings.  
 First of all, I am 
grateful for all the 

hard work and dedication of our won-
derful staff.  The teachers dedicate 
themselves to instilling a positive Jew-
ish identity in our children and exhibit 
superhuman abilities as they teach 
Hebrew, prayers and a connection to 
God, along with history, the love of 
Israel and Torah.  And they work fe-
verishly to accomplish this in only a 
few hours per week.  So a well de-
served yasher koach go to Monica 
Scavone, our Gan and Gesher teacher, 
Alicia Raskob of Kitah Mechina and 
rookie Elaine Peikes who has so ably 
joined our ranks to teach Kitah Aleph 
this year.  Bet class was taught by 
Anita Bellenchia and Tess Bettman.  
Our best wishes go with Tess as she 
begins Brandeis University in the fall. 
We will miss her enthusiasm and the 
role model she represented for our 
children.  Kitah Gimmel was taught by 
Julie Treistman, while our Dalet class 
learned from Carolyn Stiman and 
Karen Kwan.  We are sad to see Karen 
leave us as she will be busy keeping 
her own child enrolled in Hebrew 
High School.  Karen, there will always 
be a class here for you to teach! Anat 
McMahon taught our Hey class and 
we are glad to have welcomed her to 

be with us full time this year.  Thanks 
also to Cantor Shira who enhanced our 
program this year with her music and 
enthusiasm.  We look forward to ex-
panding our Jr. Choir and having her 
continue to lead our Jr. Congregation 
and Family services. 
 

We had many successful programs, 
some that we need to shore up and a 
whole new plan for 2009-10.  We are 
working hard to keep our students mo-
tivated and we need your help to keep 
us a priority during the last few weeks 
of school.  Remember that students 
still need to fulfill Shabbat service 
requirements and keep up their class 
work, though the buzzing spring air 
and sports associated with it is a grow-
ing distraction. We need you to keep 
working with your children over the 
summer to keep their Hebrew skills 
up.  TBS has services all June, July 
and August and we would love to see 
you on Shabbat. 
 

A special thanks to all the parents that 
drove, followed up on homework, sup-
ported our events and made sure their 
children felt connected through atten-
dance at Family services and Jr. Con-
gregation. 

Be on the look out for registration 
forms for the Fall and details of next 
year’s school programs!!! 

Have a great summer!  

Carol 
Carol Zager, Principal 

 Hebrew School News  TBS Adult Ed Annex 

 

May 1 Aleph Class Family Service  
May 9 Jr. Congregation 
   Hey Class Lunch & Learn 
May 10 Mother’s Day Brunch 
May 31 Schoolwide Zimriyah and Awards 
  followed by trip to the Israel Day Parade 
June 3 Make up day  
June 10 Report cards and fall registration mailed 

The following websites are recom-
mended for news on the Middle East: 

 

www.jpost.com (Jerusalem Post, Israel’s 
answer to the Washington Times)  
www.haaretz.com (Israel’s answer to the 
New York Times) 
www.israelnationalnews.com  (Arutz 
Sheva—right wing Israeli news) 
www.israelinsider.com  (center-right politi-
cal commentary) 
www.iranfocus.com (independent coverage 
of Iran from anti-regime view) 
www.metimes.com (Middle East Times, asso-
ciated with the Washington Times) 
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR BNAI MITZVOT     by Marge Pollack 

Jessica Bellenchia  
Zahava                                           

May 2, 2009 

Jillian Love 
Peril                                         

August 15, 2009 

Justin Scavone     
Shmuel 

June 27, 2009 

Jennifer Michaels       
Udiah  

June 6, 2009 

Hannah Patrick  
Hannah-Libeh-Amara  

May 16, 2009 

Hayley Weisman    
Chava Menucha                                       
May 24, 2009 

After speaking to Jessica, I understand why her 
Bat Mitzvah tutor, Lynn Michaels, said that Jes-
sica "giggles a lot."  Mrs. Michaels also shared 
that Jessica has "a pretty singing voice." 
 

As a happy smiling teen, Jessica loves Pop music 
and would like to explore being a cheerleader. 
She has some really close friends, "more guys 
than girls." She has lived in Mahopac all her life 
and would like to become an architect, enjoying 
interior design to create an extreme make over. 
 

Jessica favors green as a color and enjoys Fall 
with its vibrant colors as well as Spring with the 
renewal of green leaves and flowering plants. 
She has many pets - two dogs (Max and Tasha), 
a turtle called Trigger and a lizard named Lilli. I 
was very relieved to learn that her dad takes care 
of their three snakes. 
 

Even though Jessica hates getting up early, she 
looks forward to attending Camp Sycamore this 
summer. 

Hannah is a friendly, bright girl 
who took dance lessons for 
nine years. She doesn't mind 
getting up early on weekends in 
order to have more time for 
herself. She enjoys math, art 
and science at George Fisher 
Middle School in Carmel. 

Family makes Hannah happy. 
She enjoys visiting her cousins 
in Florida and in Mexico. She 
has also traveled to Italy and 
France. 

Looking forward to swimming 
at camp this summer, Hannah 
shared that summer is her fa-
vorite season because "there 
are no school responsibilities." 

As a Mahopac Middle School student, 
Hayley enjoys social studies (history) and 
math since she says she is "good with 
numbers." In addition, she has been play-
ing the violin since third grade and now 
participates in the school orchestra and 
the Westchester Putnam Youth Sym-
phony. This fall she was invited to per-
form in the Putnam All County Orchestra. 

Hayley enjoys traveling to different coun-
tries, Broadway shows and sleep-away 
camp. Every summer (since she was 
seven) Hayley spends four weeks at 
Camp Cayuga in Honesdale, PA. At camp 
she learned to use the flying trapeze, do 
pottery and horseback ride. She currently 
attends weekly riding lessons at Zephyr 
Farm. Hayley's mom is very proud of all 
that her daughter has accomplished and 
so are we.  

Reading, playing computer 
games and using the Internet, 
as well as playing the piano, 
are some of the areas where 
Jennifer spends most of her 
time. She enjoys caring for 
the family's pet dog Lucy. 
She thinks she would even 
"like to be a veterinarian be-
cause she loves animals." 

Jennifer misses her grandfa-
ther, who lived with her fam-
ily until he passed away. She 
remembers watching TV to-
gether and helping him in 
many ways.  

Although Jennifer hates get-
ting up early for school, she 
looks forward to swimming 
this summer at Camp Flori-
dan. Next fall she hopes to 
further her Jewish participa-
tion with USY. 

Dylan Love 
Nodav                                     

August 15, 2009 

This summer Jillian is looking 
forward to traveling with her 
family for her brother's base-
ball games. She enjoys visiting 
New York City, namely Times 
Square, with all its colorful 
lights. Her favorite colors are 
Hot Pink and Light Blue. 

In addition to taking care of her 
cat, Pearl, and her dog, Angel, 
Jillian would love to spend 
more time helping care for 
young children at her 
neighbor's day care center. 
With this experience she hopes 
to become a kindergarten or a 
first grade teacher. 

Dylan is currently a 7th 
grade student at Mahopac 
Middle School. He favors 
English and social stud-
ies.  He likes to learn 
about Israel when attend-
ing Hebrew School. 
Someday Dylan hopes "to 
visit Israel in order to see 
the beautiful countryside 
and view the historic/
religious sites he has 
learned about."  
 
As a catcher and a third 
base player, Dylan  
wouldn't mind developing 
his baseball talents  
toward a career with  
baseball. As for now, he 
enjoys free time at the 
mall, sleep-overs and  
visiting with his friends.  

In addition to being a 
member of a basketball 
travel league, Justin is a 
7th grader at Pawling 
Middle School. He likes 
"to think about different 
ways to solve problems, 
especially in math." At 
Hebrew School he en-
joyed learning about the 
history of the Jewish peo-
ple and aims to join USY 
next year. 

While continuing to work 
on his badges for the rank 
of Eagle Scout, he will 
attend Boy Scout Camp at 
Lake George this summer 
for two weeks. Justin 
looks forward to rock 
climbing and white water 
rafting along with other 
camping activities. 

Ux{ÉÄw t zÉÉw wÉvàÜ|Çx 
{tá uxxÇ z|äxÇ àÉ çÉâ‹ 

YÉÜát~x |à ÇÉàA 
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CELEBRATING ISRAEL’S MILESTONES 

Submitted by Cheryl Pine 
Jewish Community Center of Harrison (JCCH) 

 

T he contemporary counterpart to millennia-old Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv is celebrating its 100th birthday this year. Its di-
verse urban landscape contains skyscrapers, a thriving art 

scene and nightlife, as well as the largest collection of Bauhaus-
style buildings in the world. Clean beaches along the glistening 
Mediterranean border expansive promenades, modern hotels and 
B&Bs. It is a cultural center that 
is home to the Israel Philhar-
monic, Tel Aviv University, Tel 
Aviv Museum of Art and the 
Suzanne Dellal Dance Center. 
Bialik Street, which is a quiet 
enclave off the busy shopping 
artery of Allenby Road, was not 
only the home to Israel’s most 
famous poet, Hayyim Nahman 
Bialik, and the influential artist, 
Reuven Rubin, but also has cafes that once hosted many of Is-
rael’s earliest leaders, including David Ben-Gurion and Meir 
Dizengoff. Today, the population of Tel Aviv and its surround-
ing suburbs is more than two million. 
 
Tel Aviv represents the first Jewish city established in the mod-
ern era. Its history is closely tied to its historic southerly 
neighbor, the city of Jaffa, which served as the main port in an-
cient Israel. During the first period of Jewish immigration fol-
lowing the rebirth of Zionism in the 1880s, the port of Jaffa was 
where the new immigrants arrived. In 1886, a new neighborhood 
to the north, Neve Tzedek, was established to escape the over-
crowding in Jaffa. This small historic district became popular 

with artists and intellectuals 
and remains a trendy area 
today. In 1909 (left), sixty 
families bought a desolate 
plot of sand dunes and land 
stretching from Neve 
Tzedek to the banks of the 
Yarkon River to accommo-
date the growing popula-

tion. Initially, this area was dubbed “The Housing Project,” yet 
one year later was renamed Tel Aviv (“Hill Spring”). According 
to popular lore, the plots of land which would become Tel Aviv 
were distributed to the families equally and randomly, according 
to a “seashell lottery.” It 
was from the home of 
Meir Dizengoff at 16 
Rothschild Boulevard in 
Tel Aviv that David Ben-
Gurion declared the state-
hood of Israel on May 14, 
1948. 

A Not-so-new  
Prime Minister for Israel 

I srael’s national elections came eighteen months ahead 
of schedule as a result of the resignation in September 
of Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, in light of his battle 

with corruption charges. As the second leader of the Kadima 
political party, Tzipi Livni filled Olmert’s vacated seat and 
had 28 days, as mandated by Israel law, to form a coalition 
government. Unable to do so, President Shimon Peres called 
for a general election, which was held in March. 

Israel’s political structure has similarities to ours: for exam-
ple, the voting age of 18, election via secret ballot, govern-
ing by majority while still guaranteeing the rights of the mi-
nority, and the inclusion of three branches - executive, legis-
lative, and judiciary. One of the major differences, however, 
is that the election process, which influences both the com-
position of the Knesset and the selection of prime minister, 
is ultimately based on the associated political party’s stance 
on specific issues. For example, if Israelis chose peace nego-
tiations over surrendering land, they may have elected to 
vote for the Kadima party, for which Prime Minister Tzipi 
Livni was the forerunning candidate. If they strongly op-
posed relinquishing any segment of the West Bank, they 
may have sided with the Likud party, for which Binyamin 
Netanyahu was the frontrunner.  
 
The Prime Minister, not the president, is the head of state. 
The president is basically relegated to ceremonial functions 
and is even appointed by the Prime Minister. The recent 
election in Israel, therefore, held enormous consequence to 
the country’s political direction. 

 
BINYAMIN NETANYAHU 

 
Binyamin (Benjamin) Netanyahu took 
office as Prime Minister of Israel on 
March 31, 2009. He was born in Tel 
Aviv in 1949 and grew up in Jerusalem, 
but he spent his high school years in the 
US, where his father, a historian, was 
doing research. Enlisting in the IDF in 
1967, he served in an elite commando 

unit, Sayeret Matkal, and reached the rank of captain. He 
took part in a number of military operations, including the 
rescue of hostages in 1972 of a hijacked Sabena airplane. 
Netanyahu received a B.Sc. degree in architecture and a 
M.Sc. in business management from MIT. He also studied 
political science at MIT and Harvard University. He is mar-
ried and a father of three. In 1988 he was elected to the 
Knesset on the Likud party list and became Prime Minister 
in 1996. At the completion of his term, he served as a busi-
ness consultant until his return to the Knesset in 2002.  
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Netanyahu 
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MEET the ISRAELI  TZOFIM  CARAVAN 2009 

LIMOR GADOT (16) 

Don’t miss TBS’s Don’t miss TBS’s Don’t miss TBS’s    
incredible incredible incredible Tzofim  Tzofim  Tzofim  concert concert concert    

MONDAY ~ JUNE 1 ~  7pmMONDAY ~ JUNE 1 ~  7pmMONDAY ~ JUNE 1 ~  7pm   
and for an added treat, march TOGETHER and for an added treat, march TOGETHER and for an added treat, march TOGETHER    

down Fifth Avenue on May 31stdown Fifth Avenue on May 31stdown Fifth Avenue on May 31st   
in salute of Tel Aviv’s in salute of Tel Aviv’s in salute of Tel Aviv’s    

100100100ththth birthday! birthday! birthday! 

from Netanya 
“I have sung opera 
for 6 years and play 
guitar as well... The 
character I admire 

most and who had the 
most tremendous in-
fluence on me is the 

legendary Bob  
Dylan... My most  
preferred sport is  

horse riding.” 

LEE JOE BARAK (16) KOBI ARNI (17) 

from Qiryat Motzkin 
“When I'm excited  
about something, I  
turn on some rhythmic 
music and dance... in 
the room, and when I'm 
sad or hurt and I'm 
feeling down, I turn on 
some calming music 
and relax on my bed. 
It's amazing how music 
can make you feel.” 

LIA MADER (16) 

YOSSI AKRISH (17) 

from Haifa 
“I study in a very spe-
cial school... [that] em-
phasizes values of Ju-

daism, democracy, 
respect, volunteerism 
and connection with 

the Jewish community 
around the world.”  

 

from Herzilyia 
“I think that teaching 

and guiding the 
younger kids is the 

best way to influence 
our future.”  

OMER GOLAN (16) 

OMRI ZEMLER (16) 
from Nes Tziyona 

“I have 13 cousins all 
around Israel… each 

and every member has 
its own special part in 
my heart and I can't 
imagine myself with-

out them.” 

from Ramat Efal 
“I love animals. I have 
a dog named Julia, a 
cat named Dot and 

three more kittens that 
adopted my family.” 

from Givataim 
“From my room's 

window you can see 
almost the whole 
country, which il-

lustrates to you how 
small Israel is.  The 
beach is my favorite 

place.” 

TAL BEEN (17) NOFAR COHEN (17) 

from Ramat Efal 
“I love watching 
movies, listening 
to music, playing 
volleyball, skat-
ing and snow-

boarding.” 

EYAL GIVON (17)  
from Herzilyia 

“...my mother was  
one of the first ten  
Caravan members  

in 1973!”  

       from Tzur-Yigal 
“...my major is theatre, 
which is very demand-
ing...partially because 
my teacher is a perfec-
tionist, but mostly be-
cause we, the students, 

want the best final-
production ever made!” 

MAOR CHESTER (24)  
(Leader) 

ALON KUBA (24) 
(Leader) 

“I wish for my caravan "Chanichim" that 
they enjoy this summer as much as I've  

enjoyed my own Caravan journey.”  

“...having the opportunity to work with 
such talented kids has been a longtime 

wish for me.”  
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Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 Adult Hebrew 

Class, 7:30pm 

Omer 24 

Omer 28 

Omer 25 

   
 
 

                                
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

      
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 

3 4 5 7 6 8 9 

22 

16 

28 27 26 25 

31 

30 29 

Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 

Jr. Choir, 
9:45am 
Jr. Cong. 
10:30am-12pm 

House & 
Grounds Mtg, 

7:30pm 

Calendar Mtg, 
7pm 

Hebrew School,  
4:15-6:30pm 

Sisterhood Mtg, 
7:30pm  

Shabbat /Shavuot 
Morning Service, 
9:30am 
Yizkor, 11:15am 

Board Mtg,  
7pm 

Office Closed 
 

Shavuot Morning 
Service, 9:30am 

Omer 26 Omer 27 

Omer 31 

Omer 35 Omer 36 Omer 38 

Omer 39 Omer 40 Omer 41 Omer 42 Omer 43 

Men’s Club             
Breakfast, 
9:30am 

Omer 49 Omer 48 Omer 47 

Omer 45 

Shavuot/Shabbat 
Evening Service, 

8pm 
 8:01pm שבת

 7:55pm שבת

Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service, 8pm 

Omer 37 

21 20 19 18 23 
7:48pm 

Tot 
Shabbat, 

7pm 

Omer 30 7:41 שבתpm 

Omer 23 7:34pm 

Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service, 8pm 

Omer 29 

 שבת

Aleph Class         
Dinner, 6:15pm 

 

 

Family 
Service, 
7:00pm 

Bat Mitzvah   
Jessica Bellenchia 

Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:15am 

Bat Mitzvah   
Hannah Patrick 

Hebrew School, 
Awards & Zimriyah 

Salute to  Israel Parade 

SCOUTS arrive! 

24 

Omer 46 

NO Hebrew School 

Bat Mitzvah   
Hayley Weisman 

Shavuot Evening 
Service, 8pm 
Candles 8:01pm 

Office Closed 

Memorial Day 

Hebrew School,  
4:15-6:30pm 

Hebrew School,  
4:15-6:30pm 

Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 

 

Kiddush luncheon 
sponsored by  

Weisman family 

ORDER SCRIPORDER SCRIP  
Hebrew School, 

9am-12:15pm 

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING,  
7:30pm 

 

 

17

Hebrew School, 
9am-12:15pm 

ORDER SCRIPORDER SCRIP  
Omer 34 

10 15 14 13 12 11 

Omer 32 Omer 33 

Tri-Synagogue 
Golf Outing 

Mahopac  
Golf Club 

Hebrew School,  
4:15-6:30pm 

 
 

Sisterhood/       
Hebrew School  
Mother’s Day 
Brunch, 11am 

 WJC Distinguished 
Service Award at 
JCC in Harrison,  
honoring Melody 
Weisman, 7:30pm 

A I  P  A C    Convent ion   May 3A I  P  A C    Convent ion   May 3A I  P  A C    Convent ion   May 3---5   5   5      

Mishpachah, 11am 

YOM YERUSHALAYIM   May 22 
Yom Yerushalayim— Jerusalem Day—is the most 
modern Jewish holiday. It celebrates the reunifica-
tion of Jerusalem under Israeli rule following the 
Six Day War of June 1967, and is celebrated on the 
28th of Iyar (one week before Shavuot). 

Yom Yerushalayim 

 שבת

Omer 44 

Fundraising,11:15am 
 

TBS Kadima,  
grades 5-7  
12:15-2:15pm  

 

               

             A      Closer Look at Shavuot 

Shavuot, the Feast of “Weeks,” is celebrated exactly 50 days after the 
first seder. It is, therefore, sometimes referred to as Pentecost, from 
the Greek word for “fifty.” Although its origins can be traced to an 
ancient grain harvest festival, Shavuot is more popularly identified 
with the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. 

Myjewishlearning.com 

Mideast News, 
7:30-9pm 

High School Havurah 
Shabbat Dinner,  
6-9pm 

Intro to Judaism, 
7-9pm 

Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

Sephardic Cuisine,   
7:15pm 

Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

Intro to Judaism, 
7-9pm 

Intro to Judaism, 
7-9pm 

High School 
Havurah,  
6:45-8:15pm 
at Rabbi’s 
house 

Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service, 8pm 

Hey Class  
Lunch & Learn, 
12pm 

 

Kiddush luncheon is 
being held Saturday, 
May 23, in honor of  

Hayley’s Bat  Mitzvah 
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TU (ט״ו) B’AV  
August 5 

 

Tu   b'Av, the 15th day 
of the month of Av, is a 
modern semi-holiday with 
ancient roots. Although it 
is mentioned in the Mish-
nah1 as a day on which the 
women of ancient Israel 
went out to find husbands, 
Tu b'Av more or less dis-
appeared from the Jewish 
calendar for close to two 
millennia, only to be redis-
covered by mainly secular 
Israelis, seeking a Jewish 
equivalent to Valentine's 
Day. Over the course of 
the last few years, this 
mid-summer celebration of 
love has become increas-
ingly popular in Israeli 
society. 
 

1. (Hebrew for repetition) The 
collection of the Oral Law, 
redacted circa 200 C.E. 
[Common Era] by Yehudah 
Ha-Nasi. 

TISH’A (ט) B’AV  
July 30 

 

I t is said that many tragedies have befallen the Jewish 
people on Tish’a b’Av (literally, the ninth of Av), the 
most renowned being the destruction of the First (586 

BCE) and Second Temples (70 CE). According to tradition, 
these two events occurred on the same date, about 656 years 

apart. In connection with the fall of Jerusalem, three other fast-days were established 
at the same time: the Tenth of Tevet, when the siege began; the Seventeenth of Tam-
muz, when the first breach was made in the wall; and the Third of Tishrei, known as 
the Fast of Gedaliah, the day when Gedaliah (governor of Judah who encouraged the 
Israelites to cultivate the land) was assassinated. 
 

The law committee of the Masorti Movement (Conservative Judaism in the United 
States) issued a responsum on the question of  whether we need to fast for the whole 
of Tish'a b'Av, now that we have the State of Israel. Two views were given:  
 Rabbi Theodore Friedman cited historical precedence in Megillat Ta'anit to reduce 

a fast when salvation is restored for Israel. He ruled to celebrate the re-
establishment of the State of Israel by ending the fast after the Mincha (midday) 
service.  

 Rabbi David Golinkin argued with evidence that the Jews fasted on Tish’a b’Av 
during the period of the Second Temple and that halachically, we have not yet 
reached the period of "peace." He concluded that we must fast the whole day on 
Tish'a b'Av, but that we can declare the other fast days (Tenth of Tevet, Seven-
teenth of Tammuz, and the Fast of Gedaliah) voluntary.  

 

Rabbi Ismar Schorsch, now former chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America, added that even though Conservative Jews no longer pray for the restoration 
of sacrificial rites, that because the memory of other national disasters have been sub-
sequently attributed to this day, we should fast the whole day.  

 

 

 

               

             A       GLIMPSE  into  SUMMER ACTIVITIES     (June-August) 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

pjvoice.com/v14/pictures/titus.jpg 

Sources : http://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Modern_Holidays/ & http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/ 

 

 

 

TBD  
 

Annual  
MEMBER 

PICNIC  

August 15   
 

Bnai  
Mitzvah Dylan & 
Jillian Love 

TBD 
Adult & Youth  
High Holy Day  
CHOIR  
REHEARSALS 

 Only events that were available at the time of publication were included. For a 
more current listing, please check the online calendar at TBSMahopac.org.  

August 9 
Annual  
Flea Market & 
White Elephant 
Sale 

June 3  Hebrew School 
makeup day 

July 9      
Fast of Tammuz 
 

June 27 
9:30am 
 

Bar Mitzvah  
Justin Scavone 

June 1  7pm 
 

Israeli TZOFIM 
Scouts 2009 

Concert 

July 30  
Tish’a b’Av 
 

 

August 5  
Tu B’Av 

  August 33      
  

TEMPLE TEMPLE 
TIMES TIMES   

DeadlineDeadline  
August 16   
Opening Ceremony  
JCC Maccabi Games® 
Madison Square 
Gardens 

 

June 6  9:30 am   
 

Bat Mitzvah  
Jennifer 
Michaels 

   June 14   2pm 
 

     Sisterhood  
     Torah Fund  
      Luncheon 

4-7pm 
Hudson Valley 
Kadima/USY  
Kickoff BBQ 
First Hebrew Cong—Peekskill  

  

June 5    7 pm   
Family ServiceFamily ServiceFamily Service
(last one before summer break)  

August 19    
 

TBS  
serves  
LUNCH at  
JCC Maccabi Games® 
9:45am-2:45pm 
Rosenthal JCC 
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    Please Notify 

      the Office… 
 

  If you or a family member is 
ill or in the hospital, please 

notify the office so that Rabbi 
Zucker can schedule a visit.  
Your phone call is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you. 

  

845/628-6133 

 

 

          Our Temple Family 

 Leah Bat Sholmo  
v’Ester 

 

Dovid Baer ben 
alta Yacov 
v’Freidda 

 

Rueven Baer ben 
Yackov 

Shelley Adler 
(Sarah bat 

Fayga) 

Hayim ben 
Yehudit 

Robin Belsky 

Dana Chipkin 

Vicki Colesanti 

Gary Feiman  

Mae Greenberg  

Ana Horn 

Sol Indig 

Rabbi Joshua 
Kalev (haRav 
Yehoshua ben 

Yehudit 
v’Obadia) 

Kenneth Kaplan 

Marla Lance 

Lawrence Lang 

Helen Lichtman 

Clay Livingston 

Susan Livingston 
 

Fannie Meyer 
 

Felice Plotnik 
 

Shirley Porter 

Al Rosenberg 
(Avraham ben 

Celia) 

Vivian Rosenberg 
(Haya Raizel bat 

Miriam) 
 

Gloria Ross 

Joanne Sachs 
 

Jill Sanders-
DeMott (Tamar 

bat Rivka) 
 

Renate Stein 

Carolyn Stiman 
 

Yitzchak ben Sura 

 
Wishing a return to good health to 
those who are ill in our community 

1 Jeff Feldman 
 Phoenix Koswener 
 Alicia Shekter 
 Bruce Tesler 
 Alana Ullman 
5 William Frumkin 
 David Michaels 
7 Shelley Danziger 
8 Robert Greenberg 
 Jacob Tesler  
9 Robert Greenberg 
12 Lauren Ranani 

13 Matthew Hochberg 
 Evan Raskob 
 Yaakov  
      Tigershtrom 
14  Robert Beck 
 Scott Dancygier 
 Gail Freundlich 
15 Abigail Avellino 
 Amanda Kandel 
17 Arnold Berlin 
 Justin Scavone 
18 Patricia Bettman 

20 Roger Wagner 
22  Deborah Carrillo 
 Katie Oelsner 
23 Rochelle Hammer 
 Ann Koblenz 
 Robert Oelsner 
25 Joshua Ashley 
 Wendy Greenberg 
 Justin Katz 
26 Janet Cohen 
 Alex Freundlich 
 Kaitlyn Greenberg 

27 Ronald Arsham 
 Michael Klein 
28 Emily Goldberg 
 Michele Hemmer 
 Maxwell Semegran 
29 Jeffrey Katz 
30 Lauren Gorodess 
 Jennifer Michaels 
 Micole Tuchman 
31 Michael Hilfman 
 Frances Tesler 
 Erica Weiss 

If you see a name on the 
Mi’Sheberakh list who, 

thank God,  
has returned to good health,  

please notify  
office@TBSMahopac.org.  

 

Thank you. 

 יום הולדת שמח   Mi’sheberakh ~  Yom Huledet Sameakh ~רפואה שלמה

1 Alyia Bettman 
 Joshua Hilfman 
 Alicia Kravitz 
2 Troy Gorodess 
 James Kwan 
3 Elaine Peikes 
4 Benjamin  
    Dancygier 
5 Ben Faber 
6 Raymond Perlman 
7 Neil Avellino 
8 Monika Lazar 
 
 

11 Mindy Gold 
 Bernice Guest 
 Jennifer Klee 
 Martin Schwartz 
 Sacha Stiman-
      Lavian 
 Dennis Ullman 
12 Rebecca Sanders-
      DeMott 
 Bernard Simon 
13 Tess Bettman 
 Denice Leggiero 
14  Lawrence Gorelick 
 

15 Irene Dancygier 
 David Small 
16 Andy Tuchman 
17 Reagen Kronrad 
 Jason Small 
18 Adam Semegran 
20 Matthew Posniak 
 Olivia Schectman 
21 Jodi Gorelick 
22  Marilyn Arsham 
 Martin Ashley 
 Evan Frenkel 
 Sara Liu 
 Shera Tuchman 

24 Gerard Chacon 
 Ellen Lever 
25 Susan Chavis 
26 Marc Kreiness 
27 Ann Rubin 
28 Ilan Astrachan 
 Amy Love 
 David Plaut 
29 Patrice Liff 
 Andrea  
    Persampieri 
 

1 Zachary Raffo 
2 William Tomback 
 Eric Toovell 
3 Lane Chipkin 
4 Stephanie Coffey 
 Alexander  
      Freebern 
 Jillian Love 
 Adam Raefski 
 
 

5 Ann Roffman 
 Rachel Toledano-
    Smith 
6 Ari Tuchman 
 Joshua Tuzman 
7 Stacy Iris 
 Samantha Klee 
 Joshua Liff 
9  Josie Jaramillo-
    Schlem 
 Morris Koblenz 

13 Ron Salomon 
14  Matthew Michaels 
15 Frederick Gutt 
 Liz Neumark 
 Sharon Schwartz 
17 Bob Raffo 
18 Marlene Hochberg 
 Tracy Posniak 
 Benjamin  
           Semegran 
 

20 David Pallant 
21 Lun Phuong Pham 
 Rachel Raskob 
22  Daniel Bochichio 
 Debra Tuzman 
23 Brooke Carrillo 
29 Allan Gunzburg 

3 Carly Markowitz 
4 Mitchel Love  
6 Nina Levine 
 Rebecca Raffo 
7 Joshua Ullman 
8 Arielle Schechtman 
10 Sydel Newman 
 Danielle Recine 
11 Kendra Klein 
12 Louis Tuzman 

13 Stephen  Nadelhaft 
 Ilan Simon 
14  Dennis DeMott 
 Ben Scavone 
16 Scott Reing 
17 Steven Lederer 
18 Sharon Feldman 
21 Emily Sanders-
   DeMott 
22  Jonathan Freebern 

23 Joshua Gorelick 
 Claire Ullman 
24 Alexander   
   Danziger 
 Daniel   Schwartz 
25 Jill Sanders- 
   DeMott 
 Leonard Tesler 
26 Andrew Feldman 
 Rahel Zucker 

27 Spencer Belsky 
28 Melanie Frenkel 
29 Bryan Arsham 
 Alyssa Klee 
30 Bert Schwarz 
31 David Bochichio 
 
 
  

 

 

   Celebrating Birthdays in Our Community    

And what is so rare as a day in June?And what is so rare as a day in June?And what is so rare as a day in June?——— James Russell Lowell James Russell Lowell James Russell Lowell   

There is still no cure for the common birthday There is still no cure for the common birthday There is still no cure for the common birthday ——— John Glenn John Glenn John Glenn   

May you live all the days of your life May you live all the days of your life May you live all the days of your life ———  Jonathan Swift  Jonathan Swift  Jonathan Swift   
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 Our Temple Family:   Spotlight on New Members 

I f someone asked you, out of the blue, why you joined 
the temple and what you hope to get out of your mem-
bership, what do you think would be your answer?  

They are questions posed to most of the new members spot-
lighted in Temple Times, and one response is common.  Beth 
Reale of Mahopac echoed that oft-mentioned reason. 

“I’d like to get a feeling of belonging, meet nice people and 
gain long-lasting relationships,” she said. 

Beth’s family joined the temple in September, and she says she 
is already seeing the fulfillment of that desire. 

The Reales moved to Mahopac from Hartsdale two years ago, 
and fortunately for TBS, Dara Berkwits, a congregant, had 
been their insurance agent for nearly 10 years. With Dara’s 
encouragement, the Reales investigated Temple Beth Shalom, 
and they obviously liked what they saw. 

“We have already met some very nice people,” Beth said.  
“Not only has my daughter made some good friends at reli-
gious school, but I’ve enjoyed getting to know many of their 
mothers.” 

The Reales are a foursome, which Beth describes as a “very 
active family.”  Papa Bear is Tony, who is a labor foreman in 
New York City.  Though Tony isn’t Jewish, Beth says that he 
has attended functions at the temple with his family.  Tony has 

a passion for muscle cars.  He enjoys going to car shows and 
he loves working on the cars as well. 

Mama Bear is Beth, who works in Manhattan as a product 
planning manager for an upscale in-home catalog.  She orders 
fabrics from all over the world for the clothing that her com-
pany creates. Though she doesn’t jog six miles every day like 
she used to do, she still finds time to run 2 ½ miles every 
morning. 

The two little bears are Gabriella, age 7, and Isabelle, 4.  Gab-
riella is a busy second grader in Mahopac’s Austin Road 
School.  She is taking lessons in tae kwon do and karate, as 
well as dance, and she plays softball, soccer and basketball in 
the Mahopac Sports Association leagues. 

Isabelle is in a preschool program at the Keller School in 
Yonkers. 

Another of the Reales’ expressed reasons for joining TBS is 
for their daughters to get a good Jewish education and feel like 
part of a group.  Beth says she sees that happening. 

Two familiar reasons for joining—a sense of Jewish commu-
nity and a good Jewish education—brought the Reales to Tem-
ple Beth Shalom.  We think they came to the right place, and 
we are eager to offer them both. 

 

by Glenn Sapir 

Meet the Reales 
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Our Temple Family: Tess Bettman’s Farewell Address 

T emple Beth Shalom has been in my life for as long as I 
can remember. I can still envision the monthly Mish-

pachah class with Carol Zager, making Purim groggers out of 
lima beans, while my parents lent a helping hand. I spent every 
Wednesday and Sunday at TBS, going through the religious 
school ranks. After Mishpachah, I went through Gan, Intro, 
Alef, Bet, Gimel, Dalet, Hey, and consequently, Post-Hey. I 
can still feel the compassion and patience of Alicia Raskob, 
the passion for Israel Carolyn Stiman constantly radiated, and 
the vast knowledge of Hebrew Karen Kwan taught incredibly. 
I always looked forward to spending time at TBS and I de-
voured the information I was taught here with my heart and 
soul. 

     After I had my Bat Mitzvah and finished all my years of 
schooling at TBS, I volunteered to help Monica Scavone with 
a class for community service. This experience is probably 
where my love of being at TBS really stemmed from. I was no 
longer a student who completed work-
sheets or was asked to read Hebrew aloud 
in class. I saw Judaism in a new light and 
could not wait to pass on what I had 
learned in all my years of religious school, 
to kids younger than myself. Working with 
Monica was incredible, and I discovered a 
confidence within myself that was more 
powerful than any feeling I could ever 
imagine. Towards the end of the year, 
Carol Zager asked me if I would teach a 
class on my own. I pondered this opportu-
nity over the summer, and returned in Au-
gust as one of the youngest teachers TBS 
has ever seen. Being a teacher for the Gi-
mel class was one of the most rewarding 
experiences I have ever had. Some after-
noons after class I would just sit in the 
sanctuary after Tefillah and feel so blessed 
to be teaching something I love to a class of students who were 
just so happy and eager to learn. I became extremely close 
with my students and developed a bond that has lasted into the 
new school year. 

     That learning experience would have never happened with-
out Carol Zager. She put her faith in me to teach a class by 
myself, and stood up for me when others doubted that a six-
teen year old could teach a religious school class as well as 
someone twice my age. It was Carol’s confidence in me that 
really pulled me through when I felt like people doubted me or 
my abilities. I do not think I could ever tell her enough how 
much I appreciate her and all that she does for the teachers 
here at TBS or the religious school. 

     This past year I was a co-teacher with Anita Bellenchia and 
I have to admit, it was rough. Together we persevered through 
some hard times and formed a relationship that cannot be put 
into words. Anita treated me as an equal, and not as a seven-
teen-year-old kid who just happened to be in the classroom 

with her while she was teaching Bible or Jewish traditions. 
From Anita, I truly saw what being a strong woman meant, 
and I discovered strengths within me that I never knew existed. 

     I have to admit that Rabbi Kalev played a major role in 
getting me to become more involved in the temple after my 
Bat Mitzvah. His welcoming personality and calming de-
meanor made temple a place where I wanted to spend my time. 
With his exodus and the arrival of Rabbi Zucker, there is no 
doubt in my mind that temple will continue to be a safe haven 
for many people seeking a Jewish community. 

     There is something so special about being a part of the TBS 
family. Sitting in the synagogue while all the Hebrew school 
classes come together for Tefillah is one of the most amazing 
events of my week. I feel surrounded by people who respect 
me and care for me with their heart and soul. When all the 
classes come together and sing with all their might, I feel like 
we are one and that together we are untouchable. This is a 

memory that will carry on with me 
throughout my life. 

     Temple Beth Shalom has become more 
than a temple to me over the last ten years. 
The congregants within its walls have 
watched me grow from a child to an adult, 
and have been there with my family 
through it all. I can still feel the glares I 
used to receive from Rabbi Brodie for 
stealing his son’s toys during services, and 
I vividly remember the day in June of 2004 
when I stood on the bimah in front of all 
my friends and family and read from the 
Torah for the first time. 

     I do not think there is a place besides 
my home where I feel more accepted. 
Walking into TBS, I love everyone I see, 
and everyone welcomes me with a smile. I 

cannot stress enough the importance for kids and young teens 
living in Mahopac or Carmel to have a place like the temple, 
filled with Jewish tradition and ruach. 

     In the fall of 2009 I am going to Brandeis University in 
Massachusetts and already start to tear when I think about 
leaving this “nest.” I am thankful for all of the people I have 
met at Temple Beth Shalom, who have made me into the per-
son I am today. My parents have played a major role in nurtur-
ing my love of Judaism and I am forever thankful. I will never 
forget the learning that took place within its walls, both aca-
demically and emotionally. I feel like my experiences at TBS 
have made me more prepared to tackle life outside of high 
school, and I cherish the years I spent here with every fiber of 
my being. 

     People say that once something is out of sight, it is out of 
mind. Personally, I disagree. I may be miles and miles away 
next year, but Temple Beth Shalom will always hold a special 
place in my heart.                        Tess 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tess as Little Red Riding Hood with 
an ’unidentified’ wolf  at the 2009 

Purim Spiel 
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Photos by Dr. Richard Schechtman 

 Our Temple Family:  Showcase Highlights 

T he 
6th 

annual 
Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah 
& Teen 
Party Showcase & Fashion Show 
was the best  showcase yet. New 
and old vendors provided services 
for almost every party planner’s 
needs: food, magic, favors, enter-
tainment, decorations, photogra-
phy/videography,  not to mention 
$1,350 worth of raffle prizes. But 
the beautiful fashion show, pro-
vided by Elephant’s Trunk, Ca-
terina’s Boutique and Star Span-
gled Carousel, was by far the 
highlight of the afternoon for most 
who attended.  

666ththth Annual Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Teen Party Showcase & Fashion Show  March 15, 2009 Annual Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Teen Party Showcase & Fashion Show  March 15, 2009 Annual Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Teen Party Showcase & Fashion Show  March 15, 2009   
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T his is a favorite of law professors. There was a 
guy in England, Hiram Walker, who owned             

cattle.  Yes,  he made brandy too.  Anyway, he sold a 
sterile bull to another farmer for £1000 (in English 
pounds).  Turns out the farmer's cows became pregnant 
and Hiram finds out.  He tells the farmer that there was 
a mistake of fact.  The contract was for a sterile 
bull, which means the mistake was that ‘we’ (both 
parties of the contract) didn't know he was fertile. A 
fertile bull is worth £10,000, so the buyer (farmer) 
must either return the bull or pay the seller (Hiram) the 
money.  Ruling is for Hiram. Mistake of Fact. 

Then, an old lady finds shiny stones in her attic and 
brings them to a jeweler to sell. Jeweler says he will 
give her $50 for the stones.  She sells him the stones 
for $50.  The deal for stones, whatever they may be,  is 
good and closed. Turns out the ‘stones’ are diamonds 
and emeralds worth thousands. Lady does not get to 
cancel the contract, no matter what the jeweler might 
have known, because she offered stones, he bought 
stones and she sold stones.  No mistake of fact -- the 
deal was for stones.  

Justin gets to keep the card. He offered $10 for the 
card. The seller took $10 for the card. Deal closed.  It 
was for a card (which happened to have Sandy's pic-
ture and stats on it).  Mr. Pete, the store owner, should 
not have held out his mother to the public cloaked with 
the authority to do business. She was behind the 
counter and said "I don't  usually work here."  But she 
was working there that day, and made the deal, which 
sonny boy didn't like. What if she sold the $1,000 card 
for $5,000? Would Mr. Pete have had the same ap-

proach?   If the expert, Mr. Pete, could 
not be around, he should have closed 
the store 'til he got back.    

 Respectfully,   

Allen Hochberg, Esq. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW YORK LAW 

CASE  TBS-5769-2   TBS’s Baseball Steal    Justin v. Mr. Pete 
In the Mar/Apr ‘09 issue of Temple Times (page 17), we presented a situation where Mr. Pete, a baseball 
card store owner, left his mother to watch his specialty store while he went to an  
appointment. His mother, however, did not really know anything about baseball cards, and she sold a 
Sandy Koufax rookie card, which was worth $1000, to Justin for $10. Mr. Pete wants Justin to return 
the card. Justin feels he paid for it, so it is his. Who should get the card? 

T he halakha in such matters is that of "hona'ah," and 
is drawn from the Torah: "And if you sell to your 
neighbor or buy from your neighbor, you shall not 

wrong one another" [Lev. 25:14]. Because the verse refers to 
both seller and buyer, Jewish law of unjust enrichment does 
not distinguish between overcharging and undercharging, nor 
does it place any weight on the issue of whether one should 
have or could have known. The criteria are factual and objec-
tive, and both parties bear equal responsibility. 
 
Hazal established a fixed threshhold for hona’ah. While any 
price differential constitutes hona’ah in theory, halakha recog-
nizes that pricing is not an exact science, and there are also 
market forces, so that any differential under a sixth (16.6%) is 
generally assumed to be "forgiven." The subject of hona’ah is 
treated in chapter 4 of Bava Metzia (Ha-zah av).  
 
For the purpose of this case, it would seem sufficient to look at 
Shulhan Arukh Hoshen Mishpat 227.  Sec. 227:1 establishes 
that the rule of hona’ah applies to both seller and buyer. Sec. 
227:2 establishes the assumption regarding the minimum of 
one sixth of value (in this case, the mistake is 90% of value, 
and therefore far above the threshhold). 
 
From the above, it is clear that even if the owner himself had 
made the mistake, the buyer would be halakhically obligated 
to return the purchase. However, in this case, we have the 
added element of a sale by agent. This is specifically ad-
dressed in 227:30. This section  establishes that when an agent 
or guardian makes any mistake in regard to the value of some-
thing he sells on behalf of the owner, the owner can cancel the 
sale, and this rule holds true even in regard to property that the 
owner could have validly sold himself at the mistaken price. 
 
Bottom line, in my opinion, although there are other sources 
that indeed also point out the buyer's moral obligation to return 
the item, the buyer is under a d'oraita obligation to return the 

item in accordance with the halakha of hona’ah. 

Rabbi Avinoam Sharon of Nili, Israel 

JEWISH LAW (Halakha) 

BS Family Court Response 
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W e previously discussed the Etz Chaim [Tree of Life], 
which is partially displayed by the glyph or symbol 
(upper right). A Kabbalah concept is that G-dly Energy 

comes down from above, from the Ain Sof [Great Void] and is 
received by us through the highest of Sephirot [Circles of 
Energy], the Keter, our  "Crown," the top of the head covered 
by the kippa which was soft at birth and then closed over. This 
received energy, akin to intuition, is processed initially by the 
sphere of Chochmah [Intelligence], and then crosses over to 
Binah [Understanding]. Between these two is the sphere of 
Da'at [Wisdom]. In other words, when intellect is tempered by 
understanding, and understanding is informed by 
intelligence, the result is wisdom. All this is in the head - the 
academic or cerebral cortex. Other sephirot reflect emotions 
and creative abilities. If you extract the letters of each of these 
academic sephirot, CHochmAh, BinAh and Da'at, they spell 
ChaBaD, an active branch of the Jewish Orthodox Lubavitch 
movement or sect. 
 

While at Queens College in 1968, I 
was approached by a group of “black-
hat Orthodox” Jewish men who leaped 
from their "Mitzvah Mobile" to get 
me to put on tefillin.  With my 
hesitant approval, they put a yarmulke 
on my head, wrapped the traditional 
leather straps and boxes on my 
forehead and left arm, and recited the 
prayers for me to repeat. I don't know 
if I felt sacred or scared. In any 
event, I  was glad that this 
proselytizing Jewish contingent was 
out there along with all the other 
causes of the '60s. I knew they were 
Lubavitch, having grown up with my 
grandparents near the headquarters on Eastern Parkway in 
Brooklyn, and I knew they were Chabad, from the lettering on 
the truck, but I did not know what they were about, except that 
they put tefillin on me, which made me feel bad that I wasn’t a 
better Jew. 
 

By December of 2001 Chabad had become a well-funded, 
worldwide organization, spreading Chabad houses staffed by 
young rabbis and their families throughout the world. A 
Jew  just about anywhere in the world can find sanctuary at a 
nearby Chabad House. It is all too poignant that a Chabad 
House as distant as Mumbai, India, and the young family who 
lived there, were wiped out in the recent terrorist attacks.   
 

The book of Chabad is the Tanya, which was written almost 
200 years ago by Rabbi Schneur Zalman (obm), the Great Sage 
of Liadi, referred to as the Alter Rebbe. It is his own vision of 
Kabbalah and the guide for that branch of Orthodox 
Judaism. In his foreword, the late Lubavitcher Rebbe 
Menachem Schneerson (obm) taught that the word chassid 
[righteous person], or its plural form chassidim, comes from 

the Hebrew root chesed, the Etz Chaim 
sphere of loving-kindness (center box). He 
believed that instead of Judaism being severe, punitive and 
retributional, with everyone rebuking everyone else for their 
failings, Judaism is based upon loving-kindness and joy, the 
legacy of the founder Rabbi Israel Ba'al Shem Tov (obm) , 
"...who envisaged chassidus as a stream of living waters, 
growing deeper and wider, until it should reach every segment 
of the Jewish people and bring new inspiration and vitality into 
their daily lives." (Tanya,  loc. cit. at pgs. vii -viii)   
 

The Tanya is a large book filled with mystical references to 
creation, nature of light, nature of good and evil, the kelipo or 
shells which surround evil and also hold the light, the sitra 
achra or other side, from where evil emanates, and myriads of 
ideas about where we benonim [middle people], who are not 
tzadikim [holy ones],  can both find our place in existence and 
learn to improve not just this place, but even ourselves. My 

understanding of Chabad and 
chassidic principles thus far is: 
(1) We are imperfect, but have 
potentials of perfection within us to 
develop; (2) We can do this by 
being as observant as possible and 
doing mitzvot; (3) We have an 
animal soul which pulls us toward 
base and loathsome thought, 
speech, and behavior, but we have 
a G-dly soul which takes us up 
toward holiness; (4) To attain this 
level is not far away "...for it is 
exceedingly near to you, in your 
mouth and in your heart, to do;" in 
other words, we are equipped to 
seek holiness; and (5) In so doing, 

we become a  mensch, and through this, will attain happiness. 
 

When I see people spitting on the street, cursing in public, 
throwing trash around and being disrespectful and abusive 
toward one another, I understand that they simply have not 
been awakened to the fact that they have a higher nature, and 
the ability to make it manifest.  My hope is that they realize 
this someday and begin bettering themselves and those around 
them. My gratitude is for those around me who already 
embrace these ideas, and that I have had the benefit of these 
teachings. 
                                                           

We wish you a fulfilling Shavuot,     

  Allen                

So, What is Chabad? 
An original series on the principles of Kabbalah, by Honorable Allen Hochberg  © April, 2009 Allen Hochberg 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/

Chassidus in general, and Chabad chassidus in 
particular, is an all embracing world outlook 
and way of life which sees the Jew's central 
purpose as the unifying link between the Crea-
tor and Creation. The Jew is a creature of  
"heaven" and of "earth," of a heavenly Divine 
soul, which is truly a part of G-dliness, clothed 
in an earthly vessel constituted of a physical 
body and animal soul, whose purpose is to real-
ize the transcendency and unity of his nature, 
and of the world in which he lives, within the 
absolute unity of G-d.  
Likutei Amarim, Tanya, Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, 
1984, pg. vii,  Kehot Publication Society, Brooklyn, NY  

Chasidic proverb: Should you find yourself sitting next to 
Moshiach, watch your thoughts, watch your mouth and watch 
your hands. And if it turns out that it was not the Messiah after 
all, it will not have mattered (because you will have behaved 
well anyway, and lived your life as though Moshiach was here, 
which already betters the world as if Moshiach had come).  
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WJC Distinguished Service Award 

  

Honoring Melody WeismanHonoring Melody Weisman  

A s a result of her outstanding volunteer contribu-
tions to TBS, Melody Weisman was selected, 

along with 18 other honorees, as a recipient of the prestigious West-
chester Jewish Conference (WJC) Julian Y. Bernstein Distinguished 
Service Award. Melody volunteers probably 40 hours a week, not only 
as Board treasurer and office manager, but in any capacity for which her 
talent and resources can be of help.  She serves on both the finance and 
fundraising committees and the editorial board of this newsletter, and  
has been and is instrumental in developing annual budgets that realisti-
cally provide the board and congregation with the essential information 
to understand, assess and plan for growth and stability.  
 

Her most recent and exciting accomplishment was her pivotal role in 
preparing a grant proposal  that was selected from many worthy appli-
cations to receive a $10,000 UJA grant, to be used to form  the new 
Hudson Valley Kadima/USY youth group, an inter-synagogue model 
that is being watched with great interest by many neighboring syna-
gogues. She also is a parent advocate in the Mahopac school system for 
children who have been classified with learning disabilities.   
 

Melody and her husband Ira celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary 
in August 2008.  Their oldest daughter Barbara will be attending Penn-
sylvania State University in the fall.  Hayley will become a Bat Mitzvah 
later this month. 
 

Melody is only one of a core of dedicated volunteers here at TBS, and if 
multiple awards could have been rewarded to one institution,  TBS 
would have swept them all. But Melody’s accomplishments—her fas-
tidiousness in keeping our financial records sound and balanced, her 
oversight of the daily operation of the front office, her assistance in 
contract preparation and negotiation for both the Rabbi and Cantor, and 
even, without ever complaining, shlepping to Rockland to purchase 
pareve supplies for our weekly Shabbat Kiddush— has made her a cru-
cial asset to TBS. 
 

Everyone is invited to attend the award ceremony, which is being held 
on Wednesday, May 13, at 7:30 pm, at JCC in Harrison, 
NY. There are no charges and a dessert reception will follow the cere-
mony.  If you have questions or would like to carpool, call the TBS 
office at  845/628-6133 or email Office@TBSMahopac.org.  

 
We look forward to seeing you 
in Harrison. 

          Tikkun Olam 

H EMDA, a Tel Aviv after-school program, 
provides advance math and science edu-
cation to 1,200 students, most of whom 

come from Tel Aviv's poorer districts.  Over 70% of 
HEMDA's graduates enter the IDF's technological 
units, where they contribute to the development of 
Israel's military (and later commercial) technologies.  
 

Chemistry and physics are the cornerstones of all 
fields of science and technology – and the key to our 
world. The study of chemistry and physics means 
gaining a broad-based education, good study habits 
and flexible, innovative and creative thinking that 
make an invaluable contribution to the student 
throughout life. And beyond: matriculation in phys-
ics and chemistry are the entry ticket to science insti-
tutions and universities, engineering schools and the 
most sought-after programs in higher education. 
Doors open for a fascinating professional future in 
research into the structure of the universe, techno-
logical innovations, from medicine to quality of the 
environment through media and telecommunications, 
as well as the challenge of management in hi-tech 
enterprises. 
 

HEMDA’s objectives are the use of innovative and 
original teaching methods, putting an end to the arti-
ficial isolation of theory from lab experiments.  Its 
scientific-educational equipment is state-of-the-art. 
The building’s unique design melds education with 
innovative architecture and has won international 
acclaim. Regular classes are supplemented with op-
tional activities (at no extra cost), including tutoring, 
workshops and courses for students who want to go 
further. 
 

HEMDA's continued success is crucial to Israel’s 
success on multiple levels--social, technological, 
military and commercial.  
 

Admiral Avraham Ben-Shoshan, the former head of 
the Israeli Navy who now heads the Tel Aviv Foun-
dation, will speak at informal parlor meetings at sev-
eral homes in Westchester on May 18th, 19th and 
20th. He will be joined by a HEMDA graduate who 
will speak about his experiences. If you would like to 
participate in a parlor meeting, please leave a mes-
sage with the TBS office and someone from the Tel 
Aviv 100 Committee will return your call. 

845/628-6133 or Office@TBSMahopac.org 

Melody and daughter Barbara work-
ing the registration desk at the 6th 
annual Bar/Bat Mitzvah Teen Party & 
Fashion Showcase on March 15 at 
Colonial Terrace in Cortlandt Manor. 



IYAR/SIVAN/TAMMUZ/AV/ELUL 5769                       TEMPLE TIMES                                                                     PAGE 19   

Club & Committee News: Men’s Club 

 

MEN’S CLUB OF  
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 

 

ENGRAVED BRICK  PAVER  
FUNDRAISER 

   

We have constructed a new brick path at the front entrance  
to the temple with brick pavers, each engraved  

with a personal message. 
 

 Each brick, at a cost of $125, can accommodate up to  
three lines with a maximum of thirteen characters per line.  

A perfect way to commemorate a special event,  
or to honor or memorialize a loved one.   

 

Please contact the TBS office to pick up a 
BRICK PAVER order form.     

A MESSAGE from the MEN’S CLUB 

A lthough the calendar indicates it is spring, the weather so far is not cooperating. However, at TBS Men’s 
Club, the weather has in no way affected our activities.  At our last breakfast we had our Second Annual 

Biblical Trial. This time we put Jacob on trial for identity theft i.e., taking Esau’s birthright. The trial didn’t 
last quite as long as O.J.’s, but was certainly just as exciting.  Allen Hochberg, of course, was the presiding 
judge of the TBS Superior Court, Marlene Hochberg was our bailiff,  Dana Chipkin was our court reporter and 
Ken Chipkin was our videographer.  We can’t wait to see the tape.  Gary Reing was our prosecuting attorney 
aided by David Plaut, AJ Branca & Julian Chipkin, and Steven Bettman was our defense attorney aided by Jo-
seph  Houslanger.   Playing the role of Jacob was Marc Houslanger (great costume) and playing the triple role of Esau, Rachel 
and Rebecca was Lynn Michaels (great costumes and great accents).  Laban was played by Julian Chipkin (great costume).  We 
also needed advice from above and Rabbi Zucker fortunately had direct cell phone access. The advice was crucial. After a long, 
drawn-out trial and closing arguments, Jacob was found guilty. All the players did a fantastic job and we look forward to an-
other Biblical Trial next year, for which we hope that we can count on our talented TBS players again.   

On April 5, 2009, we had our annual Mitzvah Day and an excellent job was done in cleaning out the brush adjacent to the 
driveway from Croton Falls Road to the back of the building. We regret that Barry got poison ivy but it goes with the terri-
tory.  A grateful thank you to Barry Plaut, Ira Weisman, John Katzenstein, Robert Greenberg, Justin Fleischer, Andrew Plaut, 
Travis Scavone and Matthew Michaels.  Oh, by the way, I also helped. Again, my thanks to everyone.   

Our upcoming activities include our Graduates’ Breakfast and a hike in Fahnstock Park.  I hope you all had a great Pass-
over.  Please look for our flyers for upcoming activities.   

Shalom,  

Joel 
Joel Greenberg, Men’s Club President                                                                         

JACOB’S TRIAL 5769JACOB’S TRIAL 5769JACOB’S TRIAL 5769   

TRIAL RESULTSTRIAL RESULTS  
As usual, the 2nd annual TBS Superior Court 
event was great. The contribution the kids 
made added something special. The actors/
actresses did a great job as did the counselors. 
A real team effort! Bailiff Marlene Hochberg 

 

Identity Theft, 2 counts  (16 to 9) 
Lying under Oath/ False 
Testimony  (15 to 11) 

 GUILTYGUILTYGUILTY   NOT GUILTYNOT GUILTYNOT GUILTY   

Fraud, 2 counts   (19 to 9) 

Photos by Jeff Guest 
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Club & Committee News:  Hudson Valley Kadima/USY 

C ome September, Jewish pre-teens and teens in 
Putnam and Northern Westchester will have a 

way to make more Jewish friends, hang together and 
do cool things when Temple Beth Shalom’s Youth Group 
becomes part of the new Hudson Valley Kadima/USY 
Youth Group (HVKUSY), which TBS is helping to launch. 
 
Since November, TBS has been collaborating with Cro-
ton Jewish Center, First Hebrew Congregation and 
Yorktown Jewish Center to pool our resources, and 
create this new vibrant and effective youth group.  The 
creation of this collaborative program addresses our 
temple’s desire to provide an organized youth group for 
our middle school children to supplement and expand 
our existing USY for our high school teens.  Our cur-
rent USY chapter will be folded into the new Hudson 
Valley group, and will be run by a professional youth 
director.   
 
Our Hudson Valley Youth Commission (HVYC), made up 
of representatives from each of the collaborating 
shuls, is conducting a job search to hire a professional 
and dynamic youth group leader with a demonstrable 
love of Judaism and Israel. The HVYC is committed to 
finding a leader who will inspire our children, through 
fun activities and mitzvot, to remain connected to the 
greater Jewish community as they go through life. 
 
The planning has been so carefully thought-out that 
UJA has awarded our youth group with a $10,000 grant 
(from their pool of $100,000 in grant money) to help 
with the inaugural year.  Our new youth group will con-
tinue to come under the umbrella of the United Syna-
gogue of Conservative Judaism’s Metropolitan New 
York’s United Synagogue Youth Program (METNY USY). 
This gives all of our youth group children access to tre-
mendous resources and networking opportunities. 
 
HVKUSY will be divided into two age groups.   
 
Kadima will engage 6th - 8th graders, while USY will  
be for teens in 9th – 12th grade.  Each group will meet  

 
twice each month, tentatively on late Sunday after-
noons. The events scheduled will determine which shul 
hosts each meeting, such as whether First Hebrew’s 
indoor basketball court is needed, or if the TBS stage 
is required.  Activities will include entertainment, com-
munity service, tzedakah, trips, participation in regional 
events and leadership workshops, and sleepover Shab-
bats at collaborating temples. Unaffiliated Jewish 
teens will be welcome to join in.  
 
The benefits of a youth group run deep, particularly 
for our area where there are no discernable Jewish 
neighborhoods to bolster our children’s Jewish iden-
tity.  Youth groups provide our teens with an enjoyable 
and meaningful manner in which to connect with other 
Jewish teens. The programming links our youth to Jew-
ish traditions, such as doing mitzvot, and learning the 
importance of supporting Israel.  Furthermore, under 
the USY umbrella, the synagogue becomes the center 
for much of the social interaction, providing our teens 
with a positive Jewish experience and identity.  Having 
both Kadima and USY groups gives our children conti-
nuity with their Jewish world as they transition out of 
Hebrew School after their Bar/Bat Mitzvah.          
 
Families can find out more information at the kick-off 
BBQ scheduled for Sunday, June 14 from 4 – 7pm at 
First Hebrew. Representatives from METNY USY and 
HVYC will be there to answer questions.  All parents 
are welcome to attend any of the HVYC planning meet-
ings. Contact Melody Weisman with any questions @ 
845/628-6133. 
 

TBS EXPANDS YOUTH GROUP THROUGH COLLABORATION 
Awarded UJA Grant 
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T hanks to all of you that attended Shabbat 
Across America on March 20th.  We had a 

total of 85 guests attend and I was so glad to 
hear that everyone had a great time.  
Unfortunately I could not attend and I thank 
Sisterhood for running the show.  That is what 
Sisterhood is about—supporting each other.   
 
Our Wine Tasting evening coupled with Date 
Night was a blast.  While the attendance was 
not great, I thank those that came out and 
supported Sisterhood. 

 
Please mark your calendars on April 26th where Sisterhood will team up 
with the Hebrew School for Yom Ha’atzmaut.  There will be Israeli 
vendors and many Israeli items.  Please come and support Israel and buy 
Israeli!! 
 
Please don't forget that on June 14th, Sisterhood will be honoring Bernice 
Guest and Marge Pollack at the Sisterhood Annual Torah Fund Luncheon.  
These women have supported the Temple for years and we hope you come 
out and honor these women with us.  Invitations will be mailed out shortly.   
 
Sisterhood is starting to collect White Elephant items for our Annual Flea 
Market held in August.  Please bring in your donations.  We will accept 
just about anything, but we cannot accept clothing.  Thanks in advance. 
 
 
Take Care, 

Lynn 
 

 

 

Sisterhood Executive Board 

President 
Lynn Michaels           528-2233 
Sisterhood@TBSMahopac.org 
 

Vice President             
Ellen Gershman 
Anita Bellenchia 
 

Treasurer       
Chris Feuer           621-0808 
 

Recording Secretary     
Monica Scavone   855-9403 

 

Program Chairman 
Marge Pollack  628-5252 
 

Gift Shop Chairman  
Linda Tigershtrom  208-3249 
GiftShop@TBSMahopac.org 

 

Sisterhood Calendar  

2009 

May 7 Sisterhood Meeting            7:30 pm 

June 4 Sisterhood Meeting            7:30 pm 

July 2 Sisterhood Meeting            7:30 pm 

June 14 Torah Fund Lunch            2:00pm 

Committee News S i s t e r h o o d  

A Message from your Sisterhood President 

Don’t forget to come to the 
next  Sisterhood meeting  

  No reservations are required 

Sisterhood Annual Flea Market 
in August. 

White Elephant Donations are 
being accepted 

Yom Ha’atzmaut 
April 26th 

Israeli Items will 
be sold 

Torah Fund Lunch 
June 14th  

Honoring Bernice Guest 
&  

Marge Pollack 
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Please be sure to check out 
the TBS website at  

http://tbsmahopac.org  

 Double or Triple  
Your Donation FREE! 

 

Your $100 donation could double or triple with-

out any expense to you. It is a gift from your em-
ployer. Call your Human Resources Department or 
Community Relations office and ask about your 
company’s MATCHING FUNDS program. Some 
companies do not match donations to religious 
organizations, but some do. For those employers 
that match contributions to religious institutions, 
your annual dues payments would be eligible for a 
matching contribution, up to whatever limit the 
employer has set. We urge congregants to check 
with your local Human Resources department to 
see if your employer has a matching donation pro-
gram.  

 

M ake that one phone call. 
We appreciate your effort!  

Let us know if your company 
matched your donation and we 
will shout-out to them in the 
next issue.  

GoodSearch.com 
ATTENTION!  
We are introducing another free  
opportunity to grow your money with 
us! Goodsearch (and GoodShop) will pay TBS every time you 
search Yahoo or link to a participating online store, such as, Sta-
ples, Zappos, Amazon.com and 100s more, through their site. If 
you purchase an item, TBS may earn from 1 to 34 percent. You 
can pay for these purchases with your regular credit card -- or for 
even greater benefit to TBS, certain stores (not Staples) may even 
accept gift cards from our SCRIP program. GoodSearch can be 

accessed from the TBS website, the 
weekly TBS Shabbat Announcement 
emails, or by going directly to  

www.goodsearch.com.  
Place Temple Beth Shalom - Maho-
pac in the "Who do you GoodSearch 
for" field and then link from this site  to 
your favorite online store. 

 

Forms can be downloaded 
from the TBS website.  
Orders can be placed 

through the TBS office. 
Watch the website or 

weekly email bulletin for 
Scrip purchase dates. 

 

 

D o n a t e  D o n a t e  D o n a t e     
t o  t h e  t o  t h e  t o  t h e     
N E WN E WN E W       

D r e i d e l  D r e i d e l  D r e i d e l     
F u n d  F u n d  F u n d     

f o r  b i m a h  f o r  b i m a h  f o r  b i m a h     
e n h a n c e m e n t se n h a n c e m e n t se n h a n c e m e n t s    

EASY WAYS TO HELP TBS 
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 O n June 20, 2009, 
TBS member Ben 

Dancygier will fulfill a 
personal commitment by 
completing the Wyckoff-Franklin Lakes Triathlon to 
help fund leukemia and lymphoma research.  He is 
raising funds for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

(LLS) to honor Rabbi Joshua Kalev. Please use the address below to 
donate securely online, plus learn more about his training progress.   

http://pages.teamintraining.org/wch/WyckoffT09/
bdancygier 

 

Community Billboard & Events 

To order, contact Steve Sagner  westchester@kolfoods.com 
914-997-0890   www.kolfoods.com 

 H ave you seen the USCJ 
online magazine Today's  

Israel?  Prepared by USY 
alumnus, Dr. Avi Marcovitz, 
this newsletter is packed with 
stories from and about Israel, 
in a format that is fun and 
informative for the whole 
family. Check it out at  http://
todaysisrael.com/
specialissue.php. 
 

Mazel Tov to Avi on his  
recent marriage.  

T he Westchester community will be celebrating Tel Aviv’s 
100th birthday with a major event, Sunday, May 17th, at Kol 
Ami Synagogue, 252 Soundview Avenue, in White Plains. The 

event will run from 3-7pm, featuring a variety of vendors, many of 
whom are from Tel Aviv: food, arts, jewelry, fashion, wine-tasting 
from Elah Winery of Elah Valley, children's games and activities, and 
the U.S. premiere of a multi-screen movie experience produced by the 
Tel Aviv municipality in honor of the city's 100th anniversary. In addi-
tion to these activities, over a dozen Westchester day schools and He-
brew schools are participating in an art project which will be dis-
played at the event. The day will be capped off by Pharaoh's Daugh-
ter, a band which captures the soul and spirit of Tel Aviv. 
 

In connection with the celebration, a series of fundraisers will be co-
ordinated in support of HEMDA, a Tel Aviv after-school program 
(see page 18). Tel Aviv 100 is being sponsored by the Tel Aviv Foun-
dation, in partnership with the Tel Aviv municipality, and by the Is-
rael Action committee of the Five Synagogues of White Plains, and is 
co-sponsored by the Westchester Jewish Conference.  
 
Visit www.telavivfoundation.org for more information. 

JCC Maccabi GamesJCC Maccabi GamesJCC Maccabi Games®       

         20 VOLUNTEERS VOLUNTEERS (21yr+) (21yr+)   
to help serve lunch to Maccabi athletes to help serve lunch to Maccabi athletes   

 

  

Wednesday, August 19 at the 
 Rosenthal JCC ~ 9:45—2:45pm    

All volunteers receive free admission  
to the opening ceremony 8/16/09  
at Madison Square Gardens , NYC 

Contact TBS office 845.628.6133  

 Campership grants are being offered. For more 
information: (973) 575-3333  ww.njycamps.org 
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Scrip 

Doug Altabef  from Mt. Kisco Hebrew 
Congregation summarized his discussion 
with Yossi Klein Halevi, a member of  
Shalem's Adelson Institute and a frequent 
correspondent for the Jerusalem Post. This 
letter gives insight into the current mood in 
Israel, especially with regard to a growing 
frustration with American Jewry’s seeming 
lack of support of  recent policies. 
                          March 31, 2009 

 

D ear Friends, 
 
I had the pleasure of spending the better part of yester-

day with Yossi Klein Halevi, writer and lecturer, who is finish-
ing a three-week speaking tour in the US. In two separate small 
discussions, Halevi was candid and searingly incisive. He had 
two broad themes, each somewhat counter-intuitive and proba-
bly controversial. 
 

His first was a message of optimism about things that are tak-
ing place in Israel. He said that the Gaza Cast Lead operation 
was a success if only because it allowed the IDF to expunge the 
taint of the 2006 Hezbollah War in Lebanon. This is paramount 
because of what he believes will be an impending military con-
frontation with Iran. He views the recent Israeli election as a 
non-ideological mood-swing to the right, based on disgust with 
the peace process and its ensuing carnage. He also praised 
Netanyahu for bringing in Barak and Labor and for excluding 
the far Right National Union from the new government.  
 
With Barak on board, the overwhelming focus of the new gov-
ernment will be on confronting Iran. Both men have it as their 
overwhelming priority and the unity aspect of the government 
gives greater credibility to whatever actions Israel takes (and 
Yossi certainly believes those actions will be sooner rather than 
later).  A more centrist coalition takes the settlement issue off 
the table and there is no appetite by anyone other than Lipni 
(“who showed herself to be the most inept politician in Israel”) 
to continue to bang one’s head against an inevitably futile 
peace process. 
 

Domestically, Halevi believes that a grass roots spiritual revival 
is taking place in Israel, away from more organized auspices, 
especially the Rabbinate. He credits the incredible popularity of 
spiritual rock and roll music and rock groups as being both in-
dicators and facilitators of this revival. He also points to the 
resolve and the spiritual connections of soldiers during the re-
cent war as further evidence of this spiritual revival. All in all, 
Yossi believes that now is like May 1967 in Israel: a scary 
time, where factionalism is being reduced and people are com-
ing more together in the face of an overwhelming, indeed exis-
tential threat. That threat of course is Iran. 
 

Much more troubling to him, however, is what he has perceived 
in his frequent interactions with American Jews. To him, the 
feeling here is reminiscent of America in the 1930s, with a 

growing sense of appeasement and accommodation in the face 
of evil. Unlike in the 1930s when such appeasement was com-
ing from the Right in the guise of America First and isolation-
ism, today it is coming from a sycophantic Left, including a 
great many Jews who are willing to tolerate, understand, and 
even to identify with the hateful message of Jihadism and to 
see in Israel’s resistance to it a source of great embarrassment. 
Halevi believes that American Jews are increasingly seeking to 
blame Israel as a way of rationalizing their unease about the 
global rise of anti-Semitism and their anxiety as to their posi-
tion in this country at a time of great economic stress. Their 
willingness to paint the so-called crimes of Israel with a broad 
brush and without the need for veracity are part of this posture. 
 

Halevi indicts American Jews for the sin of ingratitude: an un-
willingness to recognize that it has been in large part the 
strength and success of Israel that has enabled Jews here to be 
comfortable and to feel empowered. He sees the Oslo Syn-
drome becoming increasingly prevalent: the need of American 
Jews to prove their moral righteousness, and thereby their so-
cial acceptability, by adopting other narratives, especially those 
that are highly critical of an Israel which has not had the luxury 
of accommodating those who wish it dead.   
 

In the guise of Tikkun Olam, he sees an onrush into a mushy 
universalism that disparages and disdains the particularism that 
Judaism represents and that Israel has embodied. Interestingly, 
in Israel Tikkun Olam is more aptly referred to as Ohr l’goi’im 
(“a light unto the nations”), and a critical part of that role is 
standing up to evil. 
 

In sum, Halevi struggles with how to keep American Jews in 
Israel’s corner. Like many others, he sees a growing dichotomy 
between an Israel unrepentant about confronting obdurate op-
position and an increasingly meek, anxious American Jewish 
community who in its insecurity and moral narcissism sees 
Israel as the root of its troubles. 
 

One fellow at one of our discussions told the story of how at a 
synagogue on the West Side of Manhattan, there was a long 
and vocal anti-Israel tradition, led by one of its Rabbi. In one 
sponsored anti-Israel event a couple years ago, two Arab 
women charged the bimah and in front of the Aron (ark)
shouted, “Don’t think that you liberal Jews will be any safer 
than the others. We will get you too.”  He went on to say that 
this episode had a cathartic effect on the congregation and even 
on the Rabbi, who recently visited Israel for the first time. 
 

Maybe that’s what it will take. Let’s hope not. 
  

    Doug Altabef  
  

Halevi’s perception of American Jewry’s need for American 
acceptance as a root cause for its critical stance of Israeli 
policy is certainly controversial. We would like to hear your 
thoughts. Email Newsletter@TBSMahopac.org. 

An Interview with YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI 
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Contributions   (covering the period from January 15 to March 30) 

 

For Phyllis and Stephen Nadelhaft,        
in honor of the birth of their 
grandson, Jacob Peter, 
from Alexander & Shelley Danziger 

For the speedy recovery of                       
Jill Sanders-DeMott, 
from Ron & Marilyn Arsham 

For the speedy recovery of                   
Ellen Reing, 
from Ron & Marilyn Arsham 

Thank you, Billy Hughes,                           
for all your assistance, 
from Marge Pollack 

In loving memory of his beloved 
mother, Virginia Anik, 
from Andrew Anik 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Meyer Berliner,  
from Maxine Berlin 

In loving memory of his beloved 
father, Matesyohu Bessen, 
from Herbert Bessen 

In loving memory of her beloved 
mother, Marilyn Black,                                 
from Karen Kwan 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Charles Bornfriend, 
from Sylvia Philip 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Harold Brodsky,                                         
from Debra Rosen 

In loving memory of his beloved 
mother, Sadie Cossick, 
from Fred Cossick 

In loving memory of Delores Costa, 
beloved mother of Lola Paz, 
from the Chavis family 

In loving memory of his beloved 
father, Benjamin Delin,  
from Ellis Delin 

In loving memory of Walter Dorn, 
beloved father of Irene Pollack, 
from Herb & Elaine Bessen 

In loving memory of Walter Dorn,  
beloved father of Laurie Margoleis, 
from Herb & Elaine Bessen 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Max Louis Dreier, 
from Lois Siegel 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Herman Ecker, 
from Nancy Sapir  

In loving memory of Belle Feldman,  
from Anita & Stuart Feldman  

In loving memory of Elias Feldman, 
beloved father of Patrice Liff, 
from Marge Pollack                           
from Gerald & Alicia Raskob             
from Cindy & Harvey Teplitsky 

In loving memory of Stuart Feldman, 
beloved husband of Anita Feldman, 
from Eleanor & Ralph Small  

In loving memory of Meyer Figer, 
from Howard Garrell 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Jack Fuchs, 
from Gloria Block 

In loving memory of Julius Garrell, 
from Howard Garrell 

In loving memory of Louis Garrell, 
from Howard Garrell 

In loving memory of his beloved 
grandfather, Hyman Gerstein, 
from Charles Stein 

In loving memory of his beloved 
mother, Harriet Goldberg, 
from David Goldberg  

In loving memory of  her beloved 
mother, Helen Goldsmith, 
from Gloria Rettig 

In loving memory of her beloved 
mother, Ida Grossman, 
from Ellen Reing 

In loving memory of Deena Guest,   
beloved mother of Jeff Guest, 
from Elaine & Bernie Jacobs             
from Gail & Barry Plaut   

In loving memory of their beloved 
father, Richard Haas, 
from Mindy & Barry Gold 

In loving memory of Fred Happ,   
from Anita & Stuart Feldman  

 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Macwell Kahn, 
from Nancy Peterson 

In loving memory of Robert Kaiser,  
from Ruth Kaiser  

In loving memory of his beloved 
father, Martin Kravitz,   
from Richard Kravitz 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Julius Lacher,  
from Eleanor Bramesco 

In loving memory of Aaron Lichtman, 
from the Lichtmans 

In loving memory of her beloved 
mother, Rose Markman,  
from Mona Streit 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Jack Markman,  
from Mona Streit 

In loving memory of our beloved 
father and husband, Samuel Marritt,  
from Anne Schwartz, Miriam Marritt, & 
Naomi Nomikos 

In loving memory of his beloved 
father, Izak Nieweg,  
from Robert Nieweg 

In loving memory of Fannie Ost,   
from Mel & Stella Ost 

In loving memory of her beloved 
mother, Fannie Padva,  
from Shirley Motola 

In loving memory of her beloved 
grandmother, Anna Pfursich,   
from Suzanne Ranani 

In loving memory of her beloved  
husband, Ronald Pollack,“I will 
always cherish our “time together,” 
from Marge Pollack 

In loving memory of her aunt, Edna 
Sapakie, from Nancy Sapir  

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Melvin Schechter, 
from Lisa Branca 

In loving memory of his beloved  
father, Harry Schwartz,                                 
from Martin Schwartz 

General Fund 
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In loving memory of her beloved          
aunt, Gitel Seinfeld,  
from Pearl Meyer 

In loving memory of her beloved 
mother, Marilyn Shankewitz,                                         
from Rita Shankewitz 

In loving memory of her beloved 
husband, Charles Siegel, 
from Lois Siegel 

In loving memory of Sadie Siegel,   
from Anita & Stuart Feldman  

In loving memory of their beloved 
father, George Toovell, 
from Jeanne & Steven Toovell 

In loving memory of his beloved 
parents, Tillie and Sam Weinberger,                                 
from Harold Weinberger 

In loving memory of our beloved 
mothers, Betty Weiskopf and                
Dora Ross,                                                    
from Ted & Sylvia Ross 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Allen Weissman,                                         
from Pearl Meyer  

In loving memory of her beloved 
parents, Genya & Feivish Zac, 
from Zila Koswener 

Beautification Fund 

In memory of Steven Krell,  
from Shelly & Howard Hammer 

Cantor’s Music Fund 

For Phyllis and Stephen Nadelhaft,      
in honor of the birth of their          
grandson, Jacob Peter, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg               
from Melody & Ira Weisman 

In loving memory of Elias Feldman, 
the beloved father of Patrice Liff, 
from Ron & Marilyn Arsham 

In loving memory of Stuart Feldman, 
beloved husband of Anita Feldman, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg               
from Melody & Ira Weisman 

 

In loving memory of Florence 
Michelson, beloved mother of              
Robin Kushner, 
from Ron & Marilyn Arsham                 
from Jessica, Lee, Emily & Ethan Goldberg                                            
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg               
from Melody & Ira Weisman 

Mathew Fixler              
Religious School Fund 

Best wishes to my friends for Purim,                                     
from John Katzenstein 

For Phyllis and Stephen Nadelhaft,         
in honor of the birth of their           
grandson, Jacob Peter,                                        
from Diane & Larry Gorelick 

In honor of Marilyn Arsham,  for 
helping me prepare for my Bat 
Mitzvah, from Cynthia Hertz 

In honor of Sophie Feuer becoming a 
Bat Mitzvah,  from Marge Pollack 

In loving memory of Stuart Feldman, 
beloved husband of Anita  Feldman, 
from Ann & Maurie Koblenz 

In loving memory of Deena Guest,    
the beloved mother of Jeff Guest, 
from Max & Judy Levy              

In loving memory of her beloved 
husband,  Matthew Hertz, 
from Cynthia Hertz 

In loving memory of their beloved 
father,  Bernard Levy, 
from Max & Judy Levy 

Outreach Benevolent  Fund 

For  the speedy recovery of Dino 
Antonopoulos,                                    
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg                 

In loving memory of Elias Feldman, 
the beloved father of Patrice Liff, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg                
from Sheila Cohen                                    
from Rabbi Zucker                                  

In loving memory of the beloved  
father of Michael Jones, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

 

In loving memory of her beloved 
mother, Florence Michelson,  
from Robin Kushner & family 

In loving memory of Florence 
Michelson, beloved mother of                  
Robin Kushner, 
from Rabbi Zucker                        

In loving memory of her beloved  
uncle, Michael Pollack, 
from Marge Pollack 

In loving memory of Eugene 
Ssinegorski, beloved father-in-law of 
Senator & Mrs. Vincent Leibell, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

Rabbi’s Fund 

In appreciation for                                     
Rabbi Zucker’s help,                                                  
from the Feldman and                                        
Stacy & Billy Truppner families 

For the speedy recovery of Rabbi 
Joshua Kalev,  from Carolyn Stiman   

For the speedy recovery of Carol 
Zager’s mother, Vivian Rosenberg,  
from Carolyn Stiman 

In loving memory of Elias Feldman, 
beloved father of Patrice Liff, 
from Lynn & David Michaels              
from Alan & Patricia Schwartz 

In loving memory of Stuart Feldman, 
beloved husband of Anita Feldman, 
from Susan & Gary Loewenberg  

In loving memory of Deena Guest, 
beloved mother of Jeff Guest, 
from Marge Pollack                            
from Carolyn Stiman 

In loving memory of  Ed Sinrich,  
beloved husband of Clara Sinrich,                            
from Susan & Gary Loewenberg 

Tzedakah Fund 

In loving memory of my beloved sister, 
Amy Feiman Behar,                                       
from Debra Feiman 

In loving memory of Stuart Feldman, 
beloved husband of Anita Feldman, 
from Yvonne & Ralph Horowitz 

Contributions   (January 15—March 30 continued) 

Contributions to the Dreidel Fund are still ongoing  
and will be published at the end of the fiscal year. 
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1  May/Iyar 7 
Reuben Buckvar           
Bessie Lipins                  
Herman Small 

2  May/Iyar 8 
Sam Kaplan 

3  May/Iyar 9 
Frank Homelsky      
Harry Pallant             
Bernard Perlman 

9  May/Iyar 15 
Gordon Evan Yosinoff 

11  May/Iyar 17 
Henry Salomon 

12  May/Iyar 18 
Albert Friedman            
Belle Carol Gendler 

13  May/Iyar 19              
Jesse Berlin 

16  May/Iyar 22 
Silvia Salzman           
Joseph Seiden 

17  May/Iyar 23 
Susan Cox              
Magda Katzenstein 

18  May/Iyar 24 
Helen Toledano 

19  May/Iyar 25 
William Glasner  

20  May/Iyar 26 
Rachel Jacowitz  

21  May/Iyar 27 
Samuel Rosenberg     
Saul Weissman 

22  May/Iyar 28 
Theresa Gerhardt 

24 May/Sivan 1 
Lawrence Lever 

28 May/Sivan 5 
Shanley Egeth 

29 May/Sivan 6 
Ethel Pomerantz 

30 May/Sivan 7                       
Jay Berkwits 

31 May/Sivan 8 
Beatrice Corn 

3 June/Sivan 11 
Paul Schlem 

4 June/Sivan 12 
Ludwig Loewenberg 

6 June/Sivan 14 
Alverne Koswener 

7 June/Sivan 15 
Yusef Persampieri 

8 June/Sivan 16 
Freida Grossman          
Hilda Koblenz 

10 June/Sivan 18 
Fay Goldberg 

12 June/Sivan 20 
Yetta Kuropatwa-
Levine 

13  June/Sivan 21 
Jane Danziger               
Justin Kronrad 

14 June/Sivan 22 
George Goldberg 

15 June/Sivan 23 
Fay Sondike 

18 June/Sivan 26 
Celia Hartman           
Lena Rebell 

19 June/Sivan 27             
Rubin Small 

22 June/Sivan 30 
Ignatz Sikofand  

24 June/Tammuz 2              
Nathan Feldman 

25 June/Tammuz 3         
Rose Terdeman 

26 June/Tammuz 4                             
Sol Horowitz 

29 June/Tammuz 7                              
Friedel Stoll 

30 June/Tammuz 8                             
Louis Feinberg         
Ethan Fingeroth            
Fred Steiner 

4 July/Tammuz 12                            
Mildred Mann           
Judith Waltzer 

7 July/Tammuz 15                               
Mathilde Fechenbach 

8 July/Tammuz 16                               
Elizabeth Loewenberg 

9 July/Tammuz 17                               
Richard Toledano 

13 July/Tammuz 21                               
Helaine Schultz 

14 July/Tammuz 22                               
Stanley Ticker 

16 July/Tammuz 24                               
Abraham Kaplan 

18 July/Tammuz 26                              
Ann Ecker 

22 July/Av 1                               
Albert Koblenz               
Helen L. Lichtman 

24 July/Av 3                               
Rose Schechtman 

25 July/Av 4                                   
Jules Chaifetz              
Gwen Kantor             
Sidney Shankewitz 

28 July/Av 7                             
Harry L. Rebell 

1 August/Av 11                              
Irving Cohen                  
Rabbi Edward Kandel 

2 August/Av 12                               
Arnold Lewis 

3 August/Av 13                               
Barbara S. Weisman 

4 August/Av 14                               
Alex Abrams 

5 August/Av 15                               
Paul Horowitz 

8 August/Av 18                               
Adele Rebell 

9 August/Av 19                               
Sol Hochberg                 
Terry Makler                
Joseph M. Tuzman 

10 August/Av 20                         
Frances Kaplan 

12 August/Av 22                               
Herbert Reing 

14 August/Av 24                               
Martin Belsky 

15 August/Av 25                               
Emanuel Wasserman 

16  August/Av 26                               
Minnie Pallant               
William Rebell 

17 August/Av 27        
Meyer Joshua Peikes 
Marcia Ginsburg         
 Stiman                        

20 August/Av 30                                 
William Stokes             
Sylvia Wachsberger 

22 August/Elul 2                              
Anna Schlossberg 

28  August/Elul 8                              
David Kreiness 

Ask the Rabbi 
Why do we leave pebbles on the  

headstone of our loved ones? 
 

The short answer is that this is a recollection of ancient 
and medieval forms of what today is termed “perpetual 
care.” Until the modern era, cemeteries were located 
away from cities and towns, in areas that we would call 
wilderness. As wild animals inhabited these areas, it was 
necessary to cover graves with cobblestones to keep hun-
gry animals from digging into the graves to consume the 
bodies.  Visitors would bring a good size stone to cover 
the grave. In time, the reason for the custom was forgot-
ten but the action remained. As modern cemeteries were 
developed, the custom was retained, but the size of the 
stone shrank as it was no longer needed to help preserve 
the integrity of the grave. If one travels to rural areas in 
the Middle East, one can still see cemeteries that con-
tinue the ancient practice, especially in the Negev and 
Sinai deserts.   (Answer by Rabbi Zucker) 
 

Send your questions to Rabbi@TBSMahopac.org 

Yahrzeits   
May Their Memory be a Blessing 

 
 
 
 
 

Sharon 
Gardens  

in Valhalla 
 

Sharon Gardens has been 
serving the Jewish community 
since 1953 and  is considered to 
be one of the most beautiful and 
modern cemeteries for families of 

the Jewish faith. Its rural 
setting provides a serene resting 
place with wide roads and paths 

for easy access.  
 
 

Plots are $1,250 each /  
$2,325 pair 

Contact the temple office 
845/628-6133 
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Class 2009 

Please tell us  
what your graduate 
is doing. We would 
like to include an 

update in  
 

T E M P L E  T I M E S 
 
 

Editor 
Marilyn Arsham  
 
 

Advertising Editor 
David Michaels 
 
 

Contributing Writers 
Cantor Shira Adler  
Doug Altabef  
Ron Arsham  
Tess Bettman 
Gail Freundlich 
Joel Greenberg   
Wendy Greenberg 
Jeff Guest   
Hon. Allen Hochberg   
Marlene Hochberg 
Lynn Michaels   
Cheryl Pine 
Marge Pollack 
Glenn Sapir  
Rabbi Avinoam Sharon 
Melody Weisman 
Carol Zager   
Rabbi Daniel M. Zucker 
 
 
 

The Temple Beth Shalom newsletter is 
published five times per year and is 
provided by and for the membership of the 
synagogue. Neither Temple Beth Shalom, 
nor its members, assumes liability for any of 
the information, opinions or suggestions 
contained herein. Articles submitted are subject 
to editing. Contents may not be reproduced 
without written permission from the Temple 
office. We apologize in advance for any errors 
or omissions.  Submissions can be sent via email 
in Word or Publisher format to:  

newsletter@tbsmahopac.org.  
 
  
 

Newsletter Errors: Occasionally errors 
& omissions are found in the pages of 
Temple Times.   We appreciate being 
notified of any corrections via email: 
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org, or by 
calling the temple office to leave a 
message with Ro, Jean or Melody. A 
newsletter staff member will return your 
call ASAP.  The temple office is not 
responsible for newsletter content.  Many 
thanks to our readers, 

 The Temple Times Staff 

 If you are planning to submit an article 
in the September/October 2009 issue, 
notify our staff by Friday, July 24. 
 

Copy submission deadline for the Sept/
Oct 2009 issue is Monday August 3. 

Email your Good News to 

newsletter@tbsmahopac.org 

PHYLLIS & STEVE NADELHAFT 
on the birth of their new grandson, 
Jacob Peter. 

RABBIS KALEV on the birth of their 
son Jacob on March 29th. 

MIRIAM YEKUTIEL for preparing such 
wonderful Israeli treats in our Mishloach 
Manot packages. 

PURIM SHPIEL MIMERS for their will-
ingness to look foolish (a Purim tradition).  

BAR/BAT MITZVAH & TEEN PARTY 
SHOWCASE VOLUNTEERS & MOD-
ELS for making the annual fundraising 
event so extra special! 

FOR ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN 
THE MEN’S CLUB TBS CLEAN-UP  
on Sunday, April 5th.  They did an extraor-
dinary job of clearing brush and bam-
boo,  mulching, etc.  The outside of the 
Temple looks beautiful, thanks to their 
hours of hard work!!! (see page 19) 
 
MELODY WEISMAN and WENDY 
GREENBERG for spending an entire day 
helping Billy clean the Meat kitchen for 
Passover; and also for purchasing cakes, 
coffee, parve milk, matzah, etc., to be used 
during Passover after services.  

MARC HOUSLANGER for once again 
organizing the Salute to Israel parade. 

TBS’s CAST of 1000 who were willing to 
prosecute our forefather Jacob without bias 
or constraint. (see page 19) 

OUTGOING TBS BOARD MEMBERS 
for all your contributions in making TBS 
stronger. 

ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE 
COMMUNITY SEDER, including: 
WENDY GREENBERG for organizing 
and coordinating the seder; LYNN 
MICHAELS for picking up the food from 
Super Sol; RABBI ZUCKER for picking 
up the wine; KAREN KWAN for serving 
as the host and coordinator for the seder; 
KAREN and RACHEL KWAN, and 
Karen’s stepmother MARY for helping to 
set up for the seder Thursday afternoon; 
RABBI ZUCKER and CANTOR SHIRA 
for leading the seder; BILLY HUGHES & 
AMELIA for their help and support in 
making sure the Community Seder was a 
complete success! 

TEMPLE TIMES is looking for energetic TBS volunteers to research, write, and put 
together this newsletter.  Please email Newsletter@TBSMahopac.org. 

USY for a fantastic Purim carnival and 
for keeping up the March Madness 
brackets tradition!  

RON ARSHAM for winning the TBS 
March Madness pool 2 years in a row!  

MELODY WEISMAN on being se-
lected for the Westchester Jewish Con-
ference’s Distinguished Service Award 
for her outstanding volunteer contribu-
tions.  

BERNICE GUEST and MARGE 
POLLACK, the 2009 Sisterhood To-
rah Fund honorees, for all their devoted 
dedication to TBS. 

SHEA BELSKY for raising $3,700 for 
the UJA Sderot Relief Fund. 

BARBARA WEISMAN for her selec-
tion of Pennsylvania State University 
to pursue an engineering degree. 

TESS BETTMAN for acceptance to 
Brandeis University. 
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WELL PUMPS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

GOULDS
Water

Systems

•Water Heaters
•Boilers
•Storage Tanks
•Water Softeners
•Sales
•Service
•Installation

Weekend Service No Extra ChargeWeekend Service No Extra Charge

Insured - Bonded

(845) 628-1288
or

(914) 962-3498

Dave Goldberg
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

 

Temple Times thanks 
its advertisers for their  

sponsorship and support.  

 

Please show your thanks by  
supporting them and when 
you do, be sure to let them 
know that you saw their ad 

in the Temple Times. 

     SHARON                 GARDENS 

A resting place of beauty, 
dignity and caring. 

 
Toll Free: 1-888-536-7426 

Internet: http://www.sharongardens.com 
A Division of Kensico Cemetery  

273 Lakeview Ave., P.O. Box 7, Valhalla, NY 10595 

Computer Support (HELP!!) 

 
 Software Assistance / Train-

ing (in your home or office)  
 MS Office · Windows · 

Quicken · Bank Rec. 
 Mailing list management  

David M. Michaels  
22 Greenway Terr N.  845-528-2233 (P) 
Mahopac, NY 10541  866-334-4406 (F) 
David.Michaels@Comcast.net 
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Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY           845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 

Benjamin A. Dancygier, D.D.S. 
3630 Hill Boulevard, Suite 401 
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
914-245-7100 
www.DoctorBenDDS.com 

Practice limited to Dentistry for Children 
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LAW OFFICES OF 
JOSEPH J. TOCK 

963 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
TEL 845.628-8080 
FAX 845.628.5450 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: 
1978 WILLIAMSBRIDGE ROAD 

BRONX, NY 10461 
WWW.TOCKLAW.COM 

 

Buy One 

Get One Free 
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VÉÄÉÇ|tÄ 

gxÜÜtvx 
GRACIOUS SOCIAL CATERING SINCE 1945 

www.ColonialTerraceCaterers.com 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 
(914) 737-0400 
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BRACES MAKE YOU BEAUTIFUL 

Visit our friendly office for a complimentary consultation 

Jodi Gorelick, DDS 
Orthodontic & Dentofacial Specialist 

530 Route Six, Mahopac 

(845) 628-1018 
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Skyview Professional Suites  ● 530 Route Six  ●  Mahopac, NY 10541 

Over 25 Years  
Experience In All Areas 

 of General Dentistry 
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        CELL (917) 295-1407 

Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 

David B. Rubin, MBA, CASLTM

Financial Representative 
 
1525 Route 22, Suite 4 
Brewster, NY 10509 
845 278-5318 x216 office 
845 278-5309 fax 
914 980-6776 cell 
david.rubin@nmfn.com 
www.nmfn.com/davidrubin 
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When you’re planning your 
next Life Event, whether it’s a 
Wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or 

Buying/Selling a home… 
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 

GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 
GENTLE DENTAL CARE 

 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 

Maimonides Academy 
of  Western Connecticut 

 

  A Contemporary Community Jewish Day School 
 

Mommy & Me classes for 1 and 2 year olds 
Drop-off Two-year-old program 
Full or Half day Nursery and Pre-K 
Full day Kindergarten 
Curriculum for Grades K-5   

Call us at 203-748-7129  
103 Miry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 

Minutes from Brewster. Free bus transportation  
for Kindergartners and up 

www.mawcschool.org 

 
Open House
Eve ry Friday 
2:00 – 3:30

ANDREW STEIN VIDEOGRAPHY
(914) 788-4678 

andrew@drewvideo.com 
 

ALAN WEISS PHOTOGRAPHY 
(914) 739-8888 

awphoto@optonline.net 
 
 

3153 Albany Post Road, Buchanan, NY  10511 V
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DentistryDentistry  
Dr. Louis Tuzman 

Dr. Joshua M. Tuzman 

 
Graduates of Columbia University 

College of Dental Medicine 

 

Serving Our Community  
For Over 30 Years 

 
COSMETIC AND  

GENERAL FAMILY DENTISTRY 

845-628-4188 
2 Clark Place & Rte. 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

With a Personal TouchWith a Personal Touch  
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Make Eating Healthy Easy! 

Briarcliff Manor ●  Yorktown Heights  
Mt. Kisco ●  Mahopac ●  Katonah  

Stamford ●  Scarsdale ●  Montebello  
Fairfield ● Larchmont 

www.mrsgreens.com 
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KEY FOOD 
MARKETPLACE OF 

MAHOPAC 
Rt. 6 & Baldwin Lane 

Mahopac, NY 
 

Key Food Stores have been family  
owned and operated for more than 

60 years.   
As Key Food Marketplace we are 

excited to be a  part of the 
Mahopac community. 

We carry a wide selection of items 
including a full line of Organic, 

Specialty and Kosher items  
in many of our departments. Stop 

by and say hello  and meet our  
staff members whose job it is to 

make  your shopping trip a 
pleasurable one. 

 
We also value your comments and  

suggestions on items you would 
like us to carry. 

(845) 628-7920 
 

Store Hours 
Monday - Saturday   

7 AM-9 PM 
Sunday 7 AM – 8 PM 
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