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 Temple Beth Shalom 
Established 1953 

Member United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

Tu B’Shvat Monday, February 9 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
January/February 2009 

 

January 9 
Family Service 

January 24 
Sisterhood Family Game Night 

January 17 
USY Leads Shabbat Service 

Junior Choir/Junior Congregation 
 

January 25 
Hebrew School  

Parent /Teacher Conferences 

January 31 
Hey Class Lunch & Learn 

February 1 
Hebrew School Zimriyah 

Men’s Club World Wide Wrap 

February 4 
Sephardic Holiday Cuisine 

with Rabbi Zucker  

February 5  
Sisterhood—Israeli Cooking  

February 8 
Tu B’Shvat Seder with Rabbi Zucker 

February 14 
Junior Choir/Junior Congregation 

 

February 28 
Gimmel Class Havdalah & Movie 
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Temple Beth Shalom 
760 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY  10541 
www.tbsmahopac.org 
Tel:   845-628-6133 
Fax:   845-628-1730 

 

Rabbi Daniel Zucker 
    rabbi@tbsmahopac.org 
Cantor Shira Adler 
    cantor@tbsmahopac.org 
Director of Education 
    Carol Zager, 845-628-6533 
    principal@tbsmahopac.org 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President 
    Ron Arsham, 845-621-2154 
First Vice President 
    Steve Bettman 
Second Vice President 
    Barry Plaut 
Treasurer 
    Melody Weisman 
Financial Secretary 
    David Michaels, 845-528-2233 
Recording Secretary 
    Jill Sanders-DeMott,  845-621-1186 
Past President 
     Ellen Gershman 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
    Lisa Branca 
    Gail Freundlich 
    Robert Greenberg 
    Wendy Greenberg 
    Jeff Guest 
    Howard Hammer 
    Marc Houslanger 
    Elaine Jacobs 
    Marc Kreiness 
    Diana Markowitz 
    Georgene Perlman 
    Leslie Raffo 
    Gary Reing 
    Ann Rubin 
    Yaakov Tigershtrom 
 

CLUBS 
Hazak 
    Howard Hammer 
Men’s Club 
    Joel Greenberg, 845-628-2851 
    mensclub@tbsmahopac.org 
Sisterhood 
    Lynn Michaels, 845-528-2233 
    sisterhood@tbsmahopac.org 
USY Director 
    Georgene Perlman 
 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS 
    Ro Belsky 
    Jean Follit 
    office@tbsmahopac.org 
 
 

Regular Shabbat Services 
Friday Evenings   8:15 pm 

Saturday Mornings  9:30 am 
 

Family Services 
January 9  7:45 pm  
February 6  7:45 pm  
 

Junior Congregation 
January 17  10:30 am 
February 14  10:30 am 
 

Tot Shabbat 
January 23  7:00 pm 
February 20  7:00 pm 

JANUARY 
2 4:22pm 
9 4:29pm 
16 4:37pm 
23 4:45 pm 
30 4:53pm 
 

FEBRUARY 
6 5:02 pm 
13 5:11 pm 
20 5:19 pm 
27 5:27 pm 

Shabbat Candle Lighting Times 

Shabbat Services at Temple Beth Shalom 

   Rabbi’s OFFICE HOURS 

 

      SUN.  9:30am-12:30pm 
    

       MON. & TUES.  
   2:00-7:00 pm 

       

       WED. 2:30-6:30 pm  

      

       FRI. 11:00 am-2:00 pm.  
 
 
 

Please Let the Office Know… 
 

If you or a family member is ill or in the 
hospital so that Rabbi Zucker  

can schedule a visit.  
 

Your phone call is greatly appreciated.  
 

Our number is 845-628-6133.  
 

Thank you. 

 

   It is always best to call ahead.  
The Rabbi may be away due to holidays,  

hospital visits and off-site meetings. 
Rabbi Zucker is also available 

by appointment.  

ָ         ׁשּבת ׁשלֹום   ַ   ָ  

 

Celebrating Simchas! 
If you would like to host an Oneg or  Kiddush, please contact Ro or Jean   

in the office at  845-628-6133. They  will be happy to assist you. 

GoodSearch.com 
ATTENTION! Citizens of Chelm-opac 

We are introducing another free opportunity to grow your 
money with us! Goodsearch (and GoodShop) will pay TBS 

every time you search Yahoo or link to a participating 
online store through them; stores such as, Staples, Zappos, 
Amazon.com and 100’s more. If you purchase an item,  
between 1 and 34 percent goes to TBS. You can pay for 
these purchases with your regular credit card -- or for even 
greater benefit to TBS, you can use certain gift cards pur-
chased through our Scrip Program (Not Staples).  
GoodSearch can be accessed from the TBS website, the 
weekly TBS Shabbat Announcement emails, or by going 
directly to www.goodsearch.com. Simply place  
Temple Beth Shalom - Mahopac in the "Who do you 
GoodSearch for" field and then link to your favorite online 
store from there. 
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T he quotation is an appropriate message for 
us today, both as Americans and as Jews. 

Our country is both the United States—the land 
of our citizenship, and for most if not all of us, 
the land of our birth—and the State of Israel—
our spiritual homeland. Both the U.S. and 

Israel need our aid in today’s complicated world that faces 
world-wide attacks by a variety of terrorist groups. 
 

President-elect Obama has been soliciting advice from a wide 
variety of “experts” on the Arab-Israeli conflict, Palestinian 
statehood, the nuclear (weapons) program of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and keeping Afghanistan Taliban-free. At 
first glance this would seem to be good news—including the 
suggestion that he plans to appoint one of his advisors, 
Ambassador Daniel C. Kurtzer—an Orthodox Jew—to be his 
special envoy to the Middle East. However, Obama must be 
careful to chose advisors that bring more than just experience 
and seniority in government service—he needs individuals that 
really understand the true nature of Islamic radical 
fundamentalism, whether it be in the form of Shiite or Sunni 
led governments, or non-state entities like al-Qaeda or 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (the group behind last month’s deadly attacks 
in Mumbai). Without a clear understanding of the mentality of 
these groups, policies may be adopted that are not only 
ineffectual, but also counter-productive. In the case of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, such policies may result in a 
continued waste of time, allowing the regime to further its 
program to acquire atomic weaponry. 
 

Worthy of mention and concern is a report prepared by Richard 
Haass and Martin Indyk entitled Restoring the Balance: A 
Middle East Strategy for the Next President, just co-published 
by the Saban Center at the Brookings Institute and the Council 
on Foreign Relations. (See http://www.brookings.edu/projects/
saban-cfr/middle_east_strategy.aspx  for details of the report.) 
This report uses professionals from the world of diplomacy—
who are pre-conditioned to view the world in terms of a “let’s 
make a deal” type of outlook. For this group, cutting a deal—
any deal—is more important than looking at the long term 
effect of such agreements. Unfortunately, most members of the 
group fail to comprehend the nature of Islamist jihadic 
movements and the rigid Islamic rejection of real compromise. 
Diplomacy is capable of creating meaningful solutions 
between adversaries that respect the potential dangers of war 
between them; it is useless when one side is prepared to 
commit suicide in order to inflict damage upon the other. 
 

To use one chapter as an example, Daniel Byman and Steven 
Simon’s essay, “Counterterrorism and U.S. Policy toward the 
Middle East”, fails to recognize the important role that Iranian 
finance has in the successful expansion of Hizballah in 
Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza. Without the millions of dollars 
that the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guards dispense to 
Hizballah, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and Hamas, these 
organizations would shrivel and disappear. Cutting off the 
funding sources would have a tremendous effect on the 
situation. 
 

Where the book succeeds is its chapters that call for America 
to develop energy independence—we must end our addiction 
to foreign source oil—and, to engage the Moslem world and 
especially the moderate elements within that world and help 
them to develop the tools to reform their societies.  While it is 
commendable that the editors included calls for reforms in 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, it is a noteworthy lapse to see that 
there is no mention of support for the legitimate Iranian 
resistance movement—one that enjoys tremendous support in 
the Iranian Diaspora as well as significant clandestine support 
within Iran itself, where such support carries the real risk of 
imprisonment, torture and execution. 
 

Why have I presented all of this here to you in our Temple 
Times bulletin? I hope that you will take the time to contact 
President-elect Obama, and Secretary of State-designate 
Hillary Clinton, and mention your concerns that the Haass-
Indyk Middle East strategy text has many errors and false 
assumptions. You can present your thoughts online at 
www.change.gov. If you feel that you aren’t knowledgeable 
enough yet to speak out, I urge you to join me at our next 
sessions of Mid-east News Review and Analysis (see page 13). 
Indeed, “now is the time for all good people to come to the aid 
of the country…” 
 

Switching gears: please join us on Sunday night, February 8th 
at 6:30 PM for our first annual TBS Tu B’Shvat Seder.  
Following an old kabbalistic tradition and incorporating 
modern customs, we will celebrate the ancient connection of 
the Jewish People to the land of Israel and its ecology as we eat 
fruits and drink wines/grape juices associated with the land and 
the first hints of the Spring season (in Israel if not quite here in 
frozen New York State). The Seder is geared towards the 
younger set, so bring the whole family. 

 

B’virkat shalom, 

etuu| WtÇ|xÄ `A mâv~xÜ 

Message from Rabbi Zucker 
“Now is the Time for Every Good Man (& Woman) to Come to the Aid of His/Her Country” 
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T his is generally the time of year when 
most of us sit back and reflect on what 

transpired during the past year while, at the 
same time, look to next year with 
anticipation and hope.   Normally, I am the 
type of person who likes to look ahead to 
the future, not behind to the past, but since 

last year at TBS was so incredible, I feel that a little reflection 
on what happened to our congregation is definitely warranted. 

There is no question that 2008 was a difficult and emotional 
year for all of us at the synagogue.  The well-chronicled rabbi 
search and its immediate aftermath left us physically and 
emotionally drained.  Now that a little time has passed and the 
synagogue has begun to settle into a normal routine, the 
emotional fog has lifted and has been replaced by the clarity 
of day-to-day life.  Now, when I look back at the turmoil of 
last year, I see mostly positives for our congregation whereas 
three months ago the negatives were on an equal footing.  The 
bottom line is that time gives us the perspective we need to 
accurately assess any situation. 

The strongest and most enduring impression I am left with as I 
look back at the last 12 months is how much stronger our 
congregation has become and how we have slowly started to 
take control of our own destiny.  And the key to this strength 
has been our ability to communicate our ideas and desires with 
each other in a thoughtful and positive way.  The Search 
committee, for example, which truly reflected the broad 
spectrum of opinions of our entire congregation, was able to 
discuss and analyze each candidate openly and honestly while 
respecting those with opposite viewpoints.  I was amazed at 
the thoughtfulness of the discussions, and I personally learned 
a lot about my own feelings and desires by listening to those 
of my fellow committee members.  When you add in the 
participation of the congregation at large, we were able to gain 
a consensus decision based on what we all needed as a 
community. 

But nothing was more rewarding or more personally satisfying 
than the outcome of our congregational meeting in mid-
November. I am not just talking about the result of the vote 
(although, I admit that I am happy to have the opportunity of 
working with Cantor Shira for the foreseeable future).  I mean 
that the number of congregants who voiced their opinions and 
the quality of the discourse that followed proved to me that we 
are ready to step forward and guide the synagogue in the right 

direction.  The new “Open Forum” format of the meeting gave 
everyone the chance to speak, and the end result was that most 
congregants felt that their voices were heard, some for the first 
time since they became members. 

So, what’s in store for 2009?   Hopefully a year in which we 
see continued involvement and participation by those of you 
who made your voices heard last year as well as adding some 
new members’ ideas as well.  We are planning several more 
forums for the congregation similar in nature  to the last 
meeting, but probably more targeted to specific areas of 
congregational life (i.e., ritual, fundraising, etc). I hope that 
many of you will want to share your ideas and thoughts with a 
broader audience and that implementation of some of those 
ideas will occur.  The more we hear from you, the better our 
understanding will be as to where you want the synagogue to 
go in the future. 

Before I conclude, I want to remind everyone that we have a 
jam-packed year ahead of us that should be fun and rewarding 
for all.  The adult ed classes have been spectacular, so please 
check the website and the weekly bulletins and take advantage 
of these terrific learning opportunities.  There is something for 
everyone at the temple, so please come and enjoy what we 
have to offer. 

I wish all of you a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year! 

 

                 Ron 

President’s Message 

 JOIN THE 
Membership Committee 
Do you enjoy… 
 Meeting new people?   

 Spreading the word about  
our wonderful community?  

  Planning events?  

 Brainstorming new ideas?  

Then contact us at membership@TBSMahopac.org  
or call 845-628-6133 
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I  love the beauty of the first snow.  I love the 
quiet that blankets my peaceful Goldens Bridge 
haven of suburbia.  I even love the occasional 

snow because it affords me the pleasure of staying in my 
fuzzy socks, sipping hot cocoa with my children, 
dreaming of the day when I will actually have time to 
organize the myriad of pictures I have yet to print and 

paste in an album or scrapbook. 
 

What I love about these months is the resting quiet of Mother Earth, a quiet 
that has embraced the core of both Jewish and Native American traditions.  I 
love taking time to reflect upon the peaceful quiet of the ground, the post-
harvest season, the Winter solstice; a time when we have finished gathering 
our harvest and are simply, still.  This is a time to be reflective of the 
nourishment that we have collected and stored, like the sunlight that is 
drawn deep into a tree’s trunk, down to her roots, where it will remain until 
early spring, only to once again rise through her branches, causing buds to 
burst across her stretching limbs. 
 

I feel, especially this year, that there are many seeds within me that are 
quietly being created, nurtured deep in my own root system . . . ideas that 
will bud with the new Spring.  I am so grateful that the voices of the 
congregation have sung in chorus, asking that we create together a rich 
spiritual path for our synagogue. 
 

In that spirit, I am very excited to share news about an upcoming event – the 
Westchester County Zimriyah in early February!  I am so proud of our 3rd 
and 4th graders and grateful to our entire religious school staff who lend 
their support in helping me prepare our students for their upcoming 
performance.  Once again our shining stars will be able to proudly lift their 
voices in song for, and with, religious school students from ALL over 
Westchester county.   To me, there is nothing more important than inspiring 
our students and seeking creative new ways that will allow them to express 
their spirituality through music. 
 

I look forward to sharing this and so many more wonderful moments 
together.  In the meantime, enjoy the resting quiet of Mother Earth and the 
poem to the right, written by my beloved Grandmother, Florence Jeanne 
Goodman (z”l). 

 

B’shirim b’shalom, 

 

 

Cantor Shira 

L’Chaim 
The winter in our bones 

Is not yet ice. 

Warm blood sweeps around 

These living cells and propels 

Us through this haze of days 

And down those busy streets. 

Let us encourage the blood, 

This trafficker, this river of affairs, 

And bustle us about this pretty town, 

On God’s business. 

Amid the hustle of the galaxies, 

Our little stream is glad to jostle too, 

Set in motion by the Father of the stars, 

That great Icelander who gentles 

His enormous, skyey winters 

With us, who are His lively little spring. 

Cantor’s Notes 

Come Join Cantor Shira  
and Be a Part 

of the Junior Choir  
 

*Practice takes place  
on Saturdays, 

January 17 , February 14  
& April 11 

before Jr. Congregation begins 
 

Please arrive by 9:45am 
*Please note schedule may change 
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T he winter months 
of the west are 

upon us, but the Hebrew 
S c h o o l  w i l l  b e 
“traveling” to the 
warmth of Eretz Yisrael.  

We will once again bring the giant floor 
Land Map of Israel to the environs of 
Temple Beth Shalom.  Boys and girls 
will explore Israel in a unique fashion, 
by physically “walking” the length and 
breadth of the land and using the many 
extended activities that this experience 
offers us. 
 

The next few months will unfold a series 
of memory making events. We will cele-
brate Tu B’Shvat and continue dreaming 
of the warm planting weather. The Hey 
class once again meets with Rabbi 
Zucker for a special Lunch and Learn in 
conjunction with Shabbat services.  Ki-
tah Gimmel leads Havdalah on Saturday 
night, February 28, and everyone is in-
vited to join us in this short Shabbat 
culminating service.  Stick around after-
wards for special snacks and a “surprise” 
movie that will delight everyone. 
 

February also highlights the WAHS 
(Westchester Association of Hebrew 
Schools) annual Zimriyah (songfest).  
Bet and Gimmel classes, under the di-
rection of Cantor Shira, will once again 

participate in this unique opportunity to 
sing and share with several hundred 
other Hebrew School students.  What a 
great feeling they come away with in 
seeing so many other Jewish 4th and 5th 
graders doing just what they do. 
 

Our teachers participated in a profes-
sional workshop in November.  Dr. Saul 
Wachs of Gratz College lectured and 
then led a session where he demon-
strated ways to help our students make a 
personal connection to tefilah.  Our 
teachers came away from the workshop 
inspired and ready to share their enthusi-
asm with their classes.  Dr. Wachs is a 
preeminent teacher of prayer and has 
demonstrated his methods and ideas to 
the WAHS faculty of schools in the area. 
 

Our parent teacher conference day takes 
place on Sunday, January 25th.  School 
remains in session for students that day, 
with the help of many able volunteers 
covering for the teachers who will be 
meeting with parents and reviewing each 
child’s progress. 
 

Hebrew School continues to have a busy 
calendar; just check your email, the web 
and the screen in the lobby 
 

 

Carol 
Carol Zager, Principal 

TBS HEBREW SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 Hebrew School News 

Join the Gimmel 
Class for a  Family 

Havdalah  & a Movie 
SATURDAY, FEB. 28 

at 6:30pm 
Come for Family Fun 
& Surprise Snacks! 

JANUARY 
4 Sun. NO Hebrew School 
7 Wed.  Hebrew School, 4:15-6:30pm 
9 Fri. Family Service, 7:45pm 
11 Sun  Hebrew School, 9am-12:15pm 
  Mishpachah 11am-12pm 
14 Wed. Hebrew School, 4:15-6:30pm 
17 Sat. Jr. Congregation, 10:30am-12pm 
18 Sun. Hebrew School, 9am-12:15pm 
21 Wed. Hebrew School, 4:15-6:30pm 
23 Fri. Tot Shabbat, 7 pm  
25 Sun. School wide parent/teacher 
  conferences 
28 Wed. Hebrew School, 4:15-6:30pm 
31 Sat. Hey Class Lunch & Learn  
 
 

FEBRUARY 
1 Sun. Hebrew School, 9am-12:15pm 
  Bet/Gimmel Zimriyah, off-site 
  HeyClass Family Ed. 9am-12pm 
  Mishpachah 11am-12pm 
4 Wed. Hebrew School, 4:15-6:30pm 
6  Fri. Family Service, 7:45pm 
8 Sun. Hebrew School, 9am-12:15pm 
11 Wed.  Hebrew School, 4:15-6:30pm 
14 Sat. Jr. Congregation, 10:30am-12pm 
15 Sun. NO Hebrew School 
18 Wed.  NO Hebrew School  
20 Fri. Tot Shabbat, 7 pm 
22 Sun. NO Hebrew School 
25 Wed.  Hebrew School, 4:15-6:30pm 
28 Sat.  Gimmel Class,  
  Havdalah & Movie, 6:30pm 

EXPERIENCE 

friendship 
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Kitah Korner 

F rom invaluable substitute to enthusiastic aleph 
class teacher, Elaine Peikes brings a fresh per-
spective to the teaching staff at TBS. “I like to 

think of our class as our own little family,” she ex-
plains. “It’s fun to watch their Hebrew vocabulary 
grow.” Students learn about Israel, Jewish holidays, 

and philosophical topics like  
G-d, Judaism and morals. “I 
even like to relate the Bible 
story we read each class to 
their own lives.”  The Aleph 
class family service is May 
1. “Everyone is invited to join 
us and meet our class.” 

W ith teachers like Anita Bellenchia and Tess 
Bettman, fourth graders in Bet class learn 
far beyond just Hebrew letters in a book. 

Hebrew skills are reinforced through actually reading, 
not memorizing, basic prayers. The students’ favorite 
learning segment is when they discuss stories about 
Biblical heroes, such as, Moses, Joshua, Samson, Ruth, 
David. They also plan to ‘visit’ Israel together, with the 
help of a book which uses “children” as tour guides. 
“Finally,” Ms Bettman adds, “we teach our students to 
be mensches by teaching them Jewish values."  

S tudents in Mechinah, who range from 7 to 8 years of 
age, learn practical lessons in Judaism: from what 
we do in the synagogue, including prayers and the 

Hebrew alephbet, to how we celebrate our holidays. Alicia 
Raskob, teacher for the Mechinah class, has taught a vari-
ety of grades over the past thirteen years. “Although some 
students have been coming here since they were tots, oth-
ers are new. Our goal is to help all students appreciate 
what being Jewish means, and to enjoy coming to Hebrew 
school and the temple.”  
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 History  

 Tu B’Shvat—Jewish Arbor Day 

TU B’SHVAT BLESSINGS 
 

 
 

Baruח* Atah Adonai,   Eloheinu Meleח*   Ha-olam,    

Bo-ray Pree Ha-Etz.    

  Blessed are You, Lord Our God, King of the Universe,   
Who has created the fruit of the tree. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Baruח*  Atah Adonai    Eloheinu Meleח*   Ha-olam    
 

 she-heh-חeh-yahnu   v’kee-y’manu    

 v’hee-gee-ahnu    lazmon ha-zeh. 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe,  
Who gave us life and brought us to this season. 

 
*The use of   above represents a Hebrew sound without  ח

an English equivalent; it does not reflect the  
actual letter spelling of the Hebrew word. 

            T           U           B’          S           H           V          A           T 

DRIED FRUIT COMPOTE Serves 8 
My Roumanian grandmother made a hodge-podge of dried fruits 
for dessert every holiday. In ancient times, dried fruit was an im-
portant source of nourishment during the winter.  
NOTE: Since most dried fruits are preserved with sulfur dioxide, 
and if you cannot get organic fruit, soak the fruit in boiling water 
for one minute, rinse and pat dry. This should help remove sulfur 
dioxide and/or oil coatings. 

 

2 cups each: pitted prunes, dried pear or peach halves, dried  
apples, small black mission or other figs  
1 cup golden raisins 
5-6 cups white grape juice  
2 bananas, sliced 
1 1/2 cups fresh orange juice 
2 tablespoons honey  
Pinch ground ginger (or thin slice fresh ginger) or cinnamon stick 
 

Rinse fruit. Snip off fig tips with kitchen shears. Place in a very 
large bowl and cover with grape juice. Add ginger or cinnamon 
stick. Place a heavy plate on top, and press down to immerse the 
fruit. Let stand overnight. 
 

Preheat oven to 3500F. 

Transfer the fruit and juice to a casserole dish (which has a cover) 
and arrange the sliced bananas on top. Mix the orange juice and 
honey and pour over the top. Cover and bake for one hour. Serve 
warm or with sorbet. 

T u B'Shvat, the Jewish new year for trees, or Rosh Hashana La-ilanot, falls 
on the fifteenth of the Hebrew month of Shvat. This is the time in Israel  
when spring begins and everything is green. An ancient custom in Israel  

was to plant a tree on the Tu B’Shvat following the birth of a child: a cedar  
for a boy and cypress for a girl. When the children married, the wood from 
 their trees built the chupah (wedding canopy). As the wood from the two  
trees were joined in the chupah, so were the bride and groom in their marriage.    

For  hundreds of years Tu B'Shvat has been celebrated by Jews living throughout the world. Although  
many in colder climates could not plant trees during this period, they would still eat the "fruit of the  
trees” as a sign of honor. Fruits that grow in Israel were the most popular selections: almonds, dates,  
figs, raisins, and carob.  

A modern tradition for people who live outside of Israel is to plant a tree in Israel by contributing to funds such  
as the Jewish National Fund or the Israel National Fund.  
Source: http://www.akhlah.com/holidays/tubshvat/traditions.php 

    osher  osherּכּכ  ooking  ookingּכּכ

 indelachtindelachtּקּק

 

for thefor the     

        TREE 

          FACT 
 

Charred carob 
  tree wood and seeds,        
           excavated in 
            Israel, date  
              before  
               4000 B.C.E! 

׳ה  

 ה׳
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When you shall besiege a city a long 
time, and wage war to capture it, you 
shall not destroy its trees by wielding 
an ax against fruit trees... Only the 
trees which you know are not trees for 
food, you may destroy and cut them 
down to build siege machinery against 
the city waging war with you.  
(Deut. 20:19-20) 

A s you can see from the importance 
of this passage, trees have held a 
special place in the Torah. They 

were created on the third day,  and God 
was so happy,  “And it was good” is said 
twice on that day. Trees also played a ma-
jor role in the Garden of Eden story.   

Tu B’Shvat is Israel’s Arbor Day. Its name 
literally means the 15th day (Tu) in the 
month of Shvat (B’Shvat) and is celebrated 
during Israel’s rainy season (late January or 
early February). Just as we celebrate our 
maturity with a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, so too 
Tu B’Shvat celebrates the maturity of a 
tree, when trees stop absorbing water from 
the ground, and instead draw nourishment 
from their sap. This holiday does not come 
from the Torah, but rather from the Mishna, 
a sacred text written in 3rd century C.E. by 
Judah haNasi, to organize and document 
the Oral Laws which had been passed down 
orally for centuries.  

Tu B’Shvat, also known as the New Year 
for Trees, is primarily an agricultural holi-
day. It originally had halakhic (Jewish le-
gal) significance, as it was used to mark the 
age of a tree for the purpose of harvesting 
and tithing its fruit (i.e. form of tax).  As 
stated in Leviticus 19:23-25, fruit from 
trees could not be eaten during the first 
three years; the fourth year’s fruit was for 
God, and only after that, could man eat of 
them. After the Temple was destroyed and 
the Jewish people scattered within the Dias-
pora, the agricultural aspect of the holiday 
became less relevant. Its original intent thus 
transformed into  a more universal connec-
tion between the Jewish people and the 
Land of Israel. It is not a holy rest day and 
businesses are open as usual. But it is a day 
when many will donate to charities that will 
plant trees in Israel. 

The custom on Tu B'Shvat is to eat fruits 
from the seven species found in the Land of 
Israel. Kabbalahists initi-
ated a Tu B’Shvat seder in 
the 16th century which 
incorporated these food 
categories. The order each 
item is eaten at the seder is 
determined by how closely 
that species appears to the 
word "land" in Deuteron-
omy 8:8. The verse reads: "A land of wheat 
and barley, and vines and fig trees and 
pomegranates; a land of olive trees and 
[date] honey." The order, therefore, is: 
wheat, barley, olives, dates, grapes, figs and 
pomegranates.  It is also customary to eat a 
new fruit (a seasonal fruit that you have not 
yet tasted this season). 

During the last century, the Zionist move-
ment embraced Tu B’Shvat as a representa-
tive of  Israel’s ‘rebirth.’ The Jewish Na-
tional Fund sponsors tree-planting ceremo-
nies for Tu B’Shvat throughout the country, 
in the hopes of imbuing young and old with 
the mitzvah of caring for the future of Is-
rael. They also provide a means by which 
teens and young adults can earn money for 
a visit to Israel.  

Congregant Andrew Plaut is hoping to go 
on USY's Israel Pilgrimage in the summer 
of 2009. You can help through JNF's 
Plant My Way to Israel program. For each 
tax-deductible contribution to JNF 
through this program, half will be used to 
plant a tree in Israel, and the other half will 
go into a JNF scholarship fund ear-
marked for Andrew's pilgrimage. You will 
also receive a personalized certificate from 
JNF recognizing your donation. 
Visit Andrew's personal website 
at www.jnf.org/goto/andrew.plaut  

Trees beautify our land, purify our air, act 
as sound barriers, release oxygen, and re-
duce temperature extremes by providing 
shade in summer and wind protection in 
winter. They have rightfully earned a birth-
day celebration. 

Torah is a tree of life for all 
who grasp it.  

(Proverbs 3:18) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TREES! 

15 Shvat 5769  ~  TU B’SHVAT  ~  Monday, February 9, 200915 Shvat 5769  ~  TU B’SHVAT  ~  Monday, February 9, 2009  

 

Trees are the longest living  
organisms on earth. 

Trees absorb carbon dioxide and 
produce oxygen. 

Trees lower air temperature by 
evaporating 
water in their 
leaves. 

Tree roots sta-
bilize soil and 
prevent erosion. 

Trees improve water quality by 
slowing and filtering rain water. 

Trees use photosynthesis to 
make their food. 

The oldest known tree, a Great 
Basin Bristlecone Pine,  was cut 
down in 1964 in Nevada. It was 
more than 4,600 years old!  

The 236 ft high Ada Tree of 
Australia has a 50 ft girth and a 
root system that takes up more 
than an acre. 

The world's tallest tree is a 360-
ft. coast redwood in California. 

TTREE  FACTSREE  FACTSREE  FACTS  

  *MONTH  in      **DATE 

א
ב
ג
ד
ה
 ו

Hebrew 
Name 

Numerical 
Value 

gimel 

aleph 

vet 

dalet 

hey 

vav 

ז
ח
ט
י
כ
 ל

khet 

zayin 

tet 

yud 

khaf 

Hebrew 
Name 

7 

8 

9 

10 

20 

30 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Numerical 
Value 

  * Hebrew dates don’t show vowels or dots 

**״   indicates abbreviation 

ט  ״  ו   ב  ש ב ט
SHVAT     B’          TU  

Dissecting TU B’SHVATDissecting TU B’SHVATDissecting TU B’SHVAT   

lamed 

6     +       9  
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2009 =  the Gregorian solar calendar, proposed by Calabrian doctor Aloysius Lilius and decreed by Pope Gregory 
XIII to replace the Julian calendar on February 24, 1582, is based on the earth’s rotation around the sun (365 ¼ days). 
In order to remain absolutely precise in time by the year 20,000, it adds a leap day (February 29) every year that is 
divisible by 4, with two exceptions: a century year is NOT a leap year unless it is divisible by 400 (e.g., 2000); and 
years evenly divisible by 4,000 are also common (not leap) years.  

5769 =  the Jewish lunisolar calendar, first referenced in the Torah and influenced by Babylonian customs in 6th cen-
tury B.C.E. (Before the Common Era), is based on the moon’s rotation around earth (29 ½ days). In order to  
remain true to its seasons, it adds a full leap month (Adar II) seven times in its 19-year cycle. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday    
 
 

                                
 
 
 

 
1 
New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 
 
 

 
 2 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15pm 

 

 
3 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30 am 
 

 

4 
 
 
No Hebrew 
School 
 
USY Exec. Board  
Mtg, 6-8pm 

5 
Holocaust  Class, 
7-9pm 
 

House & 
Grounds Mtg, 
7:30pm 
 

Membership 
Mtg, 7:30pm 

6 
 
 

 7 
Hebrew School -  
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 
 

 8 
School Board 
Mtg, 7 pm 
 
Sisterhood Mtg, 
7:30pm  
 
 

9 
Family Service, 
7:45pm 

10 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 
 
 

11 SCRIP DUE 
Hebrew School, 
9am-12:15pm 
 

Men’s Club Millenium 
Breakfast, 9:30am 
 

Mishpachah,  
11am-12pm 
 

Fundraising Com. 
11:15am 

12 
 
 
 
 

 13 
 

 
Intro to Judaism, 
7-9pm 

14 
Hebrew School, 
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Mideast News, 
7:30-9pm 
 

Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

15 

 
 
Board Mtg,  
7pm 
 

16     
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15pm 

17 
Shabbat Morning 
Service led by the 
USY, 9:30am 
 
Jr. Choir, 9:45am 
 

Jr. Congregation, 
10:30am-12pm 
 

 

18 
Hebrew School, 
9am-12:15pm 
 

 
 

19 
Martin Luther 
King Day 
Office Closed 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7-9pm 
 

21 
Hebrew School, 
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

22 
 
 
 

 

 23 
Tot Shabbat, 
7pm  
 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15pm 

24 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 
 
Sisterhood 
Family Game 
Night, 7pm 

25 
SCRIP ORDERS DUE  
 
Hebrew School: 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences, 
9am-12:15pm 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7-9pm 

28 
Hebrew School, 
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

 29 
 

30 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15pm 
 

31 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 
Hey Class Lunch 
& Learn, 12:15pm 

 

               

             A    Closer Look - The Calendar 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday                             
 
1  

 

2  
House & 
Grounds Mtg, 
7:30pm 
 

Membership 
Mtg,  
7:30pm 

 

3 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7-9pm 

 

4 
Hebrew School,  
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Sephardic Holiday 
Cuisine,  7-9pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

 

5 
Sisterhood  
Israeli Cooking, 
7pm 

 

6 

Family Service 
with Cantor &  
Jr. Choir,  7:45pm 

 

7 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 
 

8 SCRIP DUE  
 
Hebrew School, 
9am-12:15pm 
 
Tu B’Shvat 
Seder, 6:30pm 

9 
Tu B’Shvat 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7-9pm 

11 
Hebrew School,  
4:15-6:30 pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 
 

12 
Lincoln’s Birthday 
 
 
School Board Mtg, 
7pm 
 

13 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  Service, 
8:15pm 
 
 

14 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 

Jr. Choir, 9:45am 
 

Jr. Congregation, 
10:30am-12pm 
 
 

15    
 

NO Hebrew 
School 

16  
President’s Day 
Office Closed 

 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
NO Hebrew 
School 
 

Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

19 
 
 
 

 

20 
Tot Shabbat, 
7pm 
 

 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15pm 

20 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 

 

 
 
 

 

22 

Washington’s 
Birthday 
 
NO Hebrew 
School 

23 
 

24 

 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7-9pm 

25 
Hebrew School,  
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Mideast News, 
7:30-9pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

26 
 
 
 
Board Mtg, 7pm 

27 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  Service, 
8:15pm 
 
 

28 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 

Gimmel Family 
Havdalah with 
Cantor &  Movie, 
6:30pm 
 

 

 
 

      
 

 

Only events that were available at the time of publication were in-
cluded. For a more current listing, please check the online calendar 
at www.tbsmahopac.org.  

TU B’SHVAT SEDER CHECKIST 
 

A traditional checklist could include the seven species by which the Land of Israel is praised: 
Figs  Dates Grapes (or raisins), including white or red wine or grape juice 

Pomegranates Olives Wheat and Barley (in the form of bread, cake or cereal) 

Additional seder items include: various nuts with shells (e.g., walnuts, almonds, pistachios, coconut); fruits with 
inedible peels (e.g., oranges, avocado); fruits with edible seeds (e.g., blueberries); fruits with inedible pits 
(e.g., peaches, plums); fruits with different types of seeds (large central seed, limited number, small inter-
spersed); and finally, a Charity box. 

USY - Mid-Winter KINNUS @ Suffern 

               

             A    Closer Look - Tu B’Shvat 

1 
Hebrew School, 9am-12:15pm    
 

Bet/GimmelZimriyah off-site 
 

Hey Cl. Fam. Ed., 9am-12pm 
 

Men’s Club World Wide Wrap, 
9:30am 
 

Mishpachah, 11am-12pm  
 

Fundraising, 11:15am 
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2 Tess Bartman 
 Aaron Feldman 
 Marge Pollack 
3 Cynthia Hertz 
4 Linda Fleischer 
 David Neal Schwartz  
5 Stuart Feldman 
 Daniel Kreiness 
 Michael Kreiness 
 Eleanor Small 
6 Lisa Branca 
7 Justin Fleischer 
8 Brittany Klein 
 Jack Posniak 
12 Ashley Tigershtrom 
13 Bernard Jacobs  
13 Arthur Rebell 
14 Ira Weisman 

15 Mark Liff 
 Katherine Posniak 
 Carolyn Stiman 
 Barbara Weisman 
16 Juliana Ryan  
 Greenberg 
 Allen Hochberg
 Suzanne Ranani 
 Sam Wachsberger 
17 Bria Gunzburg
 Benjamin Raskob 
 Danit Simon 
 Leo Vatkin 
19 Robert Lazar 
20 Anita Salomon 
22 Diane Gorelick  
23 Michelle Houslanger 
24 Robert Jaffe 

24 Michael Loewenberg 
26 Scott Hammer 
 Adam Nadelhaft 
27 Debbie Ashley 
 Stephanie Raefski 
28 Iris Gorodess 
 Matthew Klee 
 

Our Temple Family 
 
 

To Marcia, Jesse & Max Lichtman and 
Carol Zager for organizing the  
Temple Book Fair and making it such a 
successful event. 

To Lisa Branca, Robin Kushner, Sharon 

Gunzburg, Dana Berkwits, Janet  

Braman, Dana Chipkin and everyone 

else for their hard work in making the 

Holiday Fair a huge success. 

To the USY for preparing all the food at 

the Holiday Fair. 

To Steve Nadelhaft for developing a 

class on the Holocaust which offered a 

comprehensive series of videos, hand-

outs and discussion and to Phyllis for 

providing the snacks. 

To Jessica Bellenchia 

and Daniel Kushner for being selected to 

the All-County Choir.  

Thank you to... 

Janet Braman for all her time and pa-
tience in helping the Bet Class to prepare 
and bake cookies in the TBS kitchen for 
their Oneg; 

Robin Belsky for  putting together such 
a delicious dinner for the Bet Class Din-

ner/Service; 

Dana Chipkin for volunteering as our 
stenographer at the November 16 Town 
hall meeting; 

Sharon Gunzburg for organizing the 
Gan, Gesher and Mechina Family Shab-
bat dinner. 

Olivia Willow 
Lathrop, born July 5, 
2008, to Rob and  
Ashley (Sapir) 
Lathrop.  Proud  
grandparents are 
Glenn and Nancy 
Sapir.   

3 Harriet Rosenberg 
4 Jamie Chacon 
 Eva Gutt 
7 Shane Solar-Doherty 
10 Matthew Adam 
 Kushner 
12 Melissa Bellenchia 
13 Marietta Helene  
 Branca 
 Abraham Koswener 

15 Carol Zager 
18 Gerald Raskob 
19 Emma Adler 
 Paige Chavis 
 Loretta Grossman 
20  Christopher Scanlan 
21 Michael Kushner 
22 Richard Kravitz 
23 Brianne Petrone 
 Elena Zucker 

25 Benjamin Feuer 
  Lois Vatkin 
28 Max Lichtman 
 Jared Rubin 
29  Yonah Adler 
 Deborah Levitt Hertz 
30 Maxine Berlin 
 Lloyd Shulman 
31 Jess Berkwits 
  

Celebrating Birthdays in  
Our Community    

 Yom Huledet Sameach 

 יומ הולדת סמח

 Leah Bat Sholmo  
Ve Ester 

 

Dovid Baer ben alta 
Yacov ve Freidda 

 

Rueven baer ben 
Yackov 

 

Dr. Norman Adler – 
Nachum ben Miriam 

Shelley Adler 

Robert Bashe 

Vicki Colesanti 

Giselle Dollinger 

Gary Feiman  

Charles Gassett 

Gordon C. Gladden 

Tristan Goc 

Mae Greenberg  

Ana Horn 

Sol Indig 

Kenneth Kaplan 

Marla Lance 

Lawrence Lang 

Helen Lichtman 

Clay  Livingston 

Susan  Livingston 
 

Dina Marterino 
 

Fannie Meyer 
 

John Morelli 
 

Bill Morrill 
 

Felice Plotnik 
 

Shirley Porter 
 

Vivian Rosenberg  - 
Haya Raizel bat 

Miriam 
 

Tom Ryan 
 

Joanne Sachs 
 

Jill Sanders-DeMott 
– Tamar bat Rivka 

 

Renate Stein 
 

Yitzchak ben Sura 

Megan Wood  

~Mi’sheberach ~  
Wishing a return to good health to 
those who are ill in our community  
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W e are fortunate to welcome the 
Frumkins to our Temple Beth 
Shalom family. Bill owned a 

financial printing business in New York City 
for 35 years, but is now retired. His wife 
Jeannie is a professional volunteer. “And 
she‘s still working,” Bill said. A man who is 
retired and a women who is a ‘professional 
volunteer’ --sounds like a dream couple for a 
temple to have in its congregation. 

For the past 32 years, at least part-time, the couple has lived in 
their home on Mahopac Point, although until 1988, Yonkers 
was considered their full-time residence. “We were members 
of a reform temple in Yonkers for 45 years,” Bill explained, 
“but a decline in membership forced them to merge with a 
temple in Scarsdale.” Over the past five years, Bill attended 
services at Temple Beth Shalom to say Kaddish. “I found 
those whom I met to be warm and welcoming.” Mourning may 
have been the reason Bill first walked through the front doors 
at Temple Beth Shalom, but our cheerful congregation is what 
kept them here. With his Conservative background, Bill finds 

the services familiar, and, of course, the 
temple is very convenient.  All these factors 
led the couple to join our synagogue in 
September. 

The Frumkins are very active and giving. 
“Jeannie has been a volunteer in Putnam 
Community Hospital for 25 years, and I am 
on the Foundation Board.” But that isn‘t the 
end of their volunteer work. “We are also 
interested in Lake Mahopac, where I serve 

on the Lake Park District Committee. Also,” Bill added, “I 
have been a longtime officer and director of the Mahopac 
Point Homeowners Association.” These activities, along with 
their children and grandchildren, keep the Frumkins very busy. 
Though the temple, too, may be the recipient of some of their 
generous volunteerism, Bill was not yet sure how he would 
like to become involved. But what he did know - “We hope to 
add to our sense of community and reinforce our religious 
roots.” 

Welcome, Bill and Jeannie!  

SPOTLIGHT ON NEW MEMBERS 
By Glenn Sapir 

Meet Bill and Jeanne Frumkin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Warmth of the congregation drew Bill and 
Jeanne into our community 

Holocaust: The Final Toll* 
Mon: 7-9pm 

JANUARY 5 (last class) 

Steve Nadelhaft 
Join Steve for his final class 
featuring episodes from the History Channel.  
 

Introduction to Judaism: Everything 
We’ve Forgotten Since B’nai Mitzvah 
or Didn’t Learn the First Time* 
Tues: 7-9pm 

JAN. 13, 20, & 27 and FEB. 3, 10 & 24 

Rabbi Zucker 
This class will run for 18 weeks 
but will be divided into three 6-
week mini-mesters with semester 
breaks. We will examine Jewish history, 
belief and customs, life and holiday cycles 
and the major texts of Jewish religious litera-
ture.  This class is based on one that Rabbi 
co-taught at the American Jewish University 
in Los Angeles.  
Meet in the Kiddush Room. 
 

Beginner’s Hebrew Class* 
Weds: 7:30 pm 
Lynn Michaels 
Join Lynn as she 
teaches a beginners Hebrew class. Learn 
how to read as well as gain a vocabulary of 
basic words that will help increase your 
Judaic knowledge. Don't miss this great 
opportunity on Wednesday nights! 
 

Mideast News Review  & Analysis*  
Weds: 7:30-9pm 

JANUARY 14, FEBRUARY 25 
Rabbi Zucker 
Class will meet once a month and will pro-
vide a news review of significant events and 
trends, especially as they involve or affect 
the State of Israel. This class will be open to 
the public and may occasionally be held in 
such public fora as the Mahopac Public  
Library. Meet in the Sanctuary. 
 

The following websites are recommended 
for up-to-date news on Israel and the  

Middle East: 
www.jpost.com  
(Jerusalem Post, Israel’s answer to the 
Washington Times);  
www.haaretz.com  
(Israel’s answer to the New York Times); 
www.israelnationalnews.com   
(Arutz Sheva—right wing Israeli news); 
www.israelinsider.com  (center-right politi-
cal commentary); 
www.iranfocus.com (independent coverage 
of Iran from anti-regime view); 
www.metimes.com (Middle East Times, 
associated with the Washington Times). 
 

Sephardic Holiday Cuisine* 
Wed: 7-9pm 

FEBRUARY 4 
Rabbi Zucker 
This class meets once per month.  
It is a “hands-on” class.  Our February class 
will examine the Tu B’Shvat Seder.  

Meet in the kitchen. 

*Please note all classes are subject to date, time changes and cancellations due to weather or other circumstances. Please contact the instructor if you have any questions. 

Limud - Adult Education 

 א ב ג ד ה
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BS Family Court Response 

Fire is one of the avot nezikin [causes of damages] discussed 
in the Babylonian Talmud (BT) tractate Bava Kama. It is 
viewed as a person's "property" that by nature travels 
and causes damage. As a result, it imposes certain duties 
upon its "owner."  

Halakhah according to the Hakhamim [Sages], states if a 
person places a hanukkiah outdoors, and a camel loaded 
with flax passes by in the public thoroughfare (reshut 
harabim) and the flax catch fire, not only is the owner of 
the hanukkiah liable for the damage [nizkei esh - fire dam-

ages]  to his own property, he is liable for the flax, camel 
and any other damage caused by the fire (e.g., if the 
camel runs around and sets the whole town ablaze), be-
cause the person who places a hanukkiah outdoors, even 
though in fulfillment of the mitzvah of pirsumei nissa 
[commandment to broadcast the miracle], has a duty to keep an 
eye on it (shmira).   

In addition, if a person irresponsibly places a hanukkiah 
in the public domain and damages incur, the view of the 
Gemara [Talmudic Sages] and the Rishonim [Rabbinic sages 

from 1050 to 1500 C.E.] would also pertain, that not only is 
he deemed responsible for the damage caused to his own 
property, he is also liable to compensate for the loss of 
the balloons. Even if the wind was of an unusual nature, 
and the fire owner was exempt, in this case that would 
merely exempt him from having to pay for the balloons. 
It would not transfer the onus to the balloon owner 
whose balloons are not normally mezikim [causers of dam-

ages]. 

Ruling for the defendant (Zachary) 
by Rabbi Avinoam Sharon of Nili, Israel 

CASE TBS-5769-1 (from the Nov/Dec 2008 Temple Times, pg.9) 
The case of REBECCA (plaintiff) v.ZACHARY (defendant) 

A case was presented in which Zachary’s balloons were blown by a passing car into the 
burning shamash oil lamp on Rebecca’s front lawn hanukkiah, which she and her father 
made especially large in order to ‘advertise’ the miracle of Hanukkah. Unfortunately, 

Oreo’s doghouse caught fire from a spark and burned down.  Rebecca’s parents brought charges against Zachary to re-
build the doghouse. Zachary claims it wasn’t his fault: the car blew the balloons; the hanukkiah was so large that it 

blocked the sidewalk, forcing him into the street in order to walk around it;  in fact, he was lucky to be alive! 

Who is responsible for rebuilding poor Oreo’s doghouse? 

OREOOREO  

To figure out what happens with the rebuilding of the 
doghouse would probably take a jury verdict after good 
instructions from the judge on the facts and law after a 
trial. This is a tort case about a “wrong.” Generally, in 
NY law in order for there to be recovery, you need a 
right, a wrong and a remedy. In this case the right is 
clear passage on a public sidewalk. The wrong is ob-
structing the sidewalk, and the remedy is a suit in tort for 
the damages. 

There is one more thing, which Judge Cardozo memora-
bly wrote in every law student’s favorite case—Palzgraf. 
The question is foreseeability. Even where there is a 
clear wrong, the injury or damage must be foreseeable, 
so that not every calamity yields a recovery. In this case, 
foreseeable is someone bumping their head on the ha-
nukkiah, or something falling off the hanukkiah or the 
hanukkiah tipping over and causing injury. With these 
facts, balloons, sparks, and a burning doghouse, the issue 
is: Can a reasonable person make the connection in the 
chain of events from an oversized hanukkiah to a burn-
ing doghouse? I would say it’s too far fetched and there 
is no recovery. A jury, however, could reasonably con-
clude that this particular kind of damage, namely a 
“house” fire, was foreseeable and award damages. 

  
So I say no recovery,  
but you be the jury. 

 

by Hon. Allen Hochberg 

NEW YORK LAW JEWISH LAW 
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Who do you think is right?? 

Yonah, Emma, Richard or Shira? 

 We’d like to know! 

Email your opinion to:  

newsletter@tbsmahopac.org 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BS Family Court  

CASE TBS-5769-2 
The case of Yonah (plaintiff) v. Emma v. Richard v. Shira (defendants) 

Y onah smiled as he exits the Hebrew School at Temple Beth Shalom. The rain 
was finally over. As he walks across the parking lot, something green catches his 
eye on the sidewalk alongside Route 6 - a plain, ordinary...$100 bill!  

Shira sees him pick it up and comes over. “What are you doing with that?” 

Yonah answers excitedly, “I just found a $100 bill!” 

Shira shakes her head, “But it's not yours. My dad once found a wallet 
that belonged to an old lady. She was so grateful to get the precious 
photos of her dear great-grandchildren that she cried." 

Emma joins them. “I think you should donate it to charity.” 

Richard also walks over. "What's going on?" 

Shira answered first, "Yonah found a $100 bill and he's keeping it." 

Richard's eyes bulge. "$100? Hey! I lost a $100 bill yesterday. It's mine!" 

Yonah felt the green paper. It had been raining just an hour before,  but the bill was dry. 

What do you think Yonah should do? Should he keep the $100, try to  
find who lost it, donate it to charity or give it to Richard?  

What would the American courts rule?  
What does Jewish Halakhah say? 

TBS 
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T he basis for wearing a kippah (head covering) in Juda-
ism is extra-biblical; the Bible does not mention head-

coverings as a religious obligation except for the Kohanim 
who were required to wear head coverings in the Jerusalem 
Temple. It is from the Talmud that we first learn of the need to 
cover one’s head. There we are told that Rav Huna (a Palestin-
ian sage who lived in the 4th century C.E.) never walked four 
amot (approximately six feet) with his head uncovered. When 
asked why, he replied, “Because the Shechinah (Divine Pres-
ence) rests above my head.” (BT Kiddushin 32a) From this, 
we derive the meaning of wearing a kippah: to remind us of 
God's presence and to cause us to remember that there is 
something higher and greater than us. In a world of self-
indulgence and self-worship, that is a valuable message. The 
Talmud (Shabbat 15b) puts it this way: “Cover your head so 
that awe of heaven will be upon you.” However, it took centu-
ries for the custom to be universally accepted throughout the 
Jewish world.  

By about the year 1500 C.E. it was expected of Jewish men 

that they would keep their heads covered. Indeed the Yiddishe 
term for head covering—
Yarmulka—would seem to be a 
derivative of the Aramaic Yireyh 
Malka (Fear/Awe of the 
Sovereign).  

Within our movement there are 
those who wear a kippah at all 
times, those who wear it only for prayer, and those who wear 
it when engaged in any Jewish activity. All three approaches 
are legitimate. With the move to egalitarian practice within the 
Conservative Movement, the obligation to cover the head as a 
sign of respect to God likewise falls upon women. Although 
some in the traditional world believe that the larger the cover-
ing, the greater the respect, our movement does not dictate the 
size or color (or texture/fabric) of one’s kippah. As a result, 
women’s kippot have become quite attractive and increasingly 
popular. For beautiful new examples of feminine kippot, 
please see our Sisterhood gift shop.  -Rabbi Zucker                                      

Halakhah Corner—Jewish Law 

“And you shall bind ‘them’ as a sign on your arm, and as totafot between your eyes" ~  (Deut. 6:80) 

T efillin, also referred to as phylacteries, comes from the ancient Greek phylakterion, which means a safeguard. It con-
tains two black leather boxes, one for thought (the head) and the other for action (the arm). The arm-tefillin is placed at 
a level opposite the heart, to teach that if our heart isn't in sync with our mind, our decisions will remain half-hearted.  

Throughout Jewish history, and more recently in the Holocaust, Jews risked their lives for the sake of Tefillin. Rabbi Joshua 
Aronsohn, in The Holocaust and Halakhah, describes how Tefillin were put on in Auschwitz: 

When we arose in the darkness of the night, we had just managed to wash, the block leaders and 
their helpers were hurrying us along to the forced-labor details. There were long queues of pris-
oners waiting in line, not for bread or coffee, but to fulfill the mitzvah of Tefillin. We appointed a 
special "guard" whose job it was to make sure that no one kept the Tefillin on for longer than it 
took him to say the one verse "Shema Yisrael," so that more would be able to fulfill the mitzvah. 

The arm tefillin contains one parchment in one compartment, whereas the head tefillin has four 
parchments, each in its own separate compartment, to signify that we use our mind to gain the full 
perspective, and then we act with a singular clarity of purpose. 

 

The four parchments contain different Torah sections:  

the obligation to remember the Exodus (Exodus 13:1-10) 

the responsibility to transmit Judaism to our descendants (Exodus 11-16) 

the Shema - the proclamation of God's unity, and the mitzvah to love God (Deut. 6:4-9) 

the implications of our fulfillment of the Torah (Deut. 11:13-21) 
 

Join the Rabbi and Men’s Club at 9:30am Sunday, February 1, for the annual World Wide Wrap breakfast.  
Tefillins will be provided for those requiring one. 

Source: www.aish.com 

Wearing a Kippah  
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It  is difficult indeed to imagine the nothingness of non-
existence  before Bereshit, or the beginning.  There was 

no time, no light, nor absence of light, or darkness, because 
darkness is knowable only as a function relative to light; no 
cosmic dust, nor vacuum, because a vacuum is just a relative 
state of something that is not there; and there was no something 
not there. Huh?   

 The Zohar (Book of Splendor) easily describes it: “At the 
outset the decision of the King made a tracing in the supernal 
effulgence, a lamp of scintillation, and 
there issued within the impenetrable 
recesses of the mysterious limitless a 
shapeless nucleus enclosed in a ring, 
neither white nor black nor red nor green 
nor any colour at all.”1   Huh? 

 So let’s try thinking about it this way: 
The Universe (everything) had no 
boundaries, hence it was undefined, with 
no shape or existence, and therefore was 
not anything, or in other words, was nothing. There was 
nothing – no ‘matter’ – in it, because it was the non-matter and 
the container of the non-matter and it was not anything 
anyway, so it was not even a container. It was nothing. 
Physicists and quantum physicists are currently struggling with 
these ideas, thinking that 95% of all this existence is Dark 
Matter, which cannot be seen or experienced in any way.  So 
we are okay with being confused too.  

G-d did the most amazing thing that only G-d is capable of, 
which makes G-d, G-d.  HaShem [literally translated The 
Name, but figuratively referring to G-d] gathered together all 
the nothingness from everywhere into a gigantic (to say the 
least) contraction – like taking an in-breath of everything, 
reducing its mass to the size of about an atom with infinite 
density, and then “ex-haling” it all out, thereby expanding it 
again into a huge wave of Existence in which we and 
everything else exists. It is obvious that words cannot possibly 
describe or explain this.  But we try. That wave continues on.  
In fact, the Creation DVD we saw last February shows 
astrophysicists measuring those waves or particles to determine 
the age of the Universe.  An offshoot of religious thought says 
G-d is a gerund – G-dding -- that G-d did not “do it” just once 
but that from the Big Bang, the exhale, it, just keeps on going.   

That theory sets the stage for the idea that everything, and I 

mean everything, we experience comes in waves: light, sound, 
water, electricity, breathing, atomic bomb explosions, heart 
beats, learning, loving – everything, all an outflow and 
extension of the original wave of creation. This concept in 
Kabbalah is referred to as Tzim Tzum, contraction and 
expansion, negative/positive, yin/yang.  The so-called 
contraction, which we see as “negative,” actually “makes 
room” for the positive to come in, so neither is good or bad, 
just contraction-expansion-contraction-expansion - G-d’s 
Universe breathing.  

All this is manifested in the Chumash 
about 150 pages following Creation 
[Genesis 41:2-4] when Pharaoh dreams of 
“…seven kine [cattle], well-favoured and 
fat-fleshed… and behold seven other kine 
came up after them…, ill-favoured and 
lean-fleshed… and the ill-favoured and 
lean-fleshed kine did eat up the seven 
well-favoured and fat kine...”  Then, in 
case Pharaoh didn’t get the message, it 

was repeated with corn.  He was dreaming from the collective 
unconscious, of the cycle where plenty (Tzum) is followed by a 
vacuum that “eats up” the plenty, making for lean times 
(Tzim). Joseph’s insight into Pharaoh’s subconscious enabled 
them to prepare for the Tzim (famine) until the Tzum (plenty) 
would return. 

We have completed a cycle of our own “seven years” of plenty 
under Alan Greenspan - feverish stock hedging, free no-interest 
credit, rampant home buying, ferocious Home Depot shopping, 
giant plasma screen purchasing, huge Navigator SUV driving, 
gallons of gasoline burning, infra structure repairing, 
skyscraper building – you can name it. It was a cycle of 
Tzum—expansion.  What did anyone expect? That it would go 
on forever? You don’t need to know anything about Kabbalah, 
Tzim-Tzum, or Joseph to be able to anticipate the collapse, but 
it helps. The contraction is making room for the next 
expansion. The question is not, How can I prevent the 
contraction? The question is, Where will I be when the 
expansion peaks again?  Because it will.  Tzim-Tzum!  Low 
tide. High tide. Low tide. High tide. A little Kabbalah takes out 
the sting.   

Shalom, 

Allen                

Kabbalah Series 

An original series on the principles of Kabbalah, by Honorable Allen Hochberg  © December, 2008 Allen Hochberg 

     Tzim Tzum & the Subprime Meltdown  

He reigned before this teeming 
world was wrought. 

~ Yigdal   
 

The Lord Eternal reigned  
supreme when all the world  

was naught ... And if this world 
should ever cease,  

He still will reign in awe.  
~ Adon Olam               

1Taken from Zohar, vol. 1, translated by  Harry Sperling and  Maurice Simon, published by Soncino Press, NY (c) 1984.  
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Committee & Club News 

 

Double or Triple Your Donation FREE! 
 

A s a follow-up to the article 
on Matching Contributions from 
Employers in the last issue, a 
HUGE “Shout Out" goes to Verizon, who recently 
sent $1000 to TBS as a matching contribution. Please 
note: for those employers that match contributions to 
religious institutions, your annual dues payments 
would be eligible for a matching contribution, up to 
whatever limit the employer has set. We urge all  
congregants to check with their local Human  
Resources department to see if your employer has a  
matching donation program.  

 
Thanks again to Verizon for their  
generous donation and we look 
forward to hearing of other companies 
that have matching contribution  
programs. 

 

The RITUAL  
Committee                           
Jeff Guest, chair 
 

Come to ServIces!  
Rabbi Zucker is the fourth Rabbi I have 

had at Temple Beth Shalom.  I feel fortunate to have had 
the opportunity to grow personally, learning from very 
different spiritual leaders and look forward to continuing 
this journey with Rabbi Zucker.  It is exciting to see some 
of our young people at Shabbat morning services, clapping, 
singing along, and becoming part of the service.  It is only 
through familiarity that one becomes comfortable with our 
beautiful tradition.  Learn and schmooze with Rabbi 
Zucker.  You will find him to be knowledgeable about 
many topics.  I can almost guarantee that you will come to 
love services and find yourself becoming more involved. 
 
Join us in February as we celebrate Tu B’Shvat (The New 
Year of the Trees) and in March for Purim.  And don’t 
forget, Passover is just around the corner. 
 

If you have any questions regarding ritual or the  
Ritual Committee, please send an e-mail to 

RitualCommittee@TBSMahopac.org   

 

A MESSAGE from 
the MEN’S CLUB 
 

At  our November 2, 
2008 Breakfast we 

had a very nice turnout for 
our Annual Candidate’s Fo-
rum. John Degnan, who was 

running for the State Assembly, and Dini LoBue, who 
ran for County Legislative District #8, were our 
guests. They discussed numerous issues but the econ-
omy was the major part of their talk and dominated 
the questions and answers afterwards. As you proba-
bly know, Dini LoBue was elected and we wish her 
well as our new Legislator on January 1, 2009. John 
Degnan lost but we wish him well. 

At our December breakfast our own Allen Hochberg 
(Family Court Judge) and Putnam County Judge 
James Reitz were our guests. They led a lively wide 
ranging discussion on family court matters and how to 
deal with the complexities of family problems today. 
They then expanded the discussion and related the 
family situation to our national 
economic crises and the interna-
tional problems abroad. 
 
Our next Breakfast will be held on 
January 11, 2009 at 9:30am. This 
will be our ninth Millenium Break-
fast. We expect to have several guest speakers from 
both the political arena and the clergy. We will ask 
them to look into their crystal balls and give us some 
insight into what we can expect in 2009. 

Please mark your calendars for our annual Worldwide 
Wrap which is scheduled for Sunday, February 1, 
2009. Details will follow in January. 
 
On behalf of the Men’s Club, my wife Wendy and my 
entire family, I want to wish you a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year. 

                                                              
   Shalom, 

 Joel 
Joel Greenberg, President 
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O ur Dinner and Movie Night was a great success.  
We all sampled pasta with various sauces and 

then watched a wonderful movie with an ice cream 
sundae intermission.  A bargain at $10/person!!! 
 

Our Annual Sisterhood Paid Up Dinner was also a 
resounding success.  We learned dances to get us 
through any bar/bat mitzvah that come our way!! 
Yasher Koach to all the ladies that had the courage to 
get up and shake their tushies!! 
 

On December 4th  our annual Chanukah Grab Bag was so much fun.  It is great 
sharing gifts with the women that work so hard and volunteer their time for the 
temple. 
 

On January 24th, Sisterhood will be sponsoring our annual Family Game Night.  
Bring your families and your favorite board games and play together.  It is a great 
time to socialize with other families in the temple, make new friends, or just set 
aside some time to spend with your family.  Food and drinks will be served. 
 

 

Take Care, 

Lynn 

 

 

Committee News S i s t e r h o o d  

A Message from your Sisterhood President 
 

Sisterhood Executive Board 

President 
Lynn Michaels           528-2233 
Sisterhood@TBSMahopac.org 
 

Vice President             
Ellen Gershman 
Anita Bellenchia 
 

Treasurer       
Chris Feuer           621-0808 
 

Recording Secretary     
Monica Scavone   855-9403 

 

Program Chairman 
Marge Pollack  628-5252 
 

Gift Shop Chairman  
Linda Tigershtrom  208-3249 
GiftShop@TBSMahopac.org 

 

Sisterhood Calendar 
2009 

Jan 8         Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 

Jan 24       Family Game Night            7:00 pm 

Feb 5 Israeli Cooking         TBA 

Mar 5 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 
 
Mar 20 Shabbat Across America    6:15 pm 

Mar 28 Havdalah & Wine Taste     8:00 pm 

Apr 2 Taste Of Passover              7:00 pm 

May 7 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 

June 4 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 

July 2 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 

July 26 Picnic         Noon 

Don’t forget to come 
to the next   

Sisterhood meeting  
on March 5th  
 at 7:30pm. 

 

  No reservations  
are required 

Family Game Night 
January 24th, 2009 at 7pm 
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Community Billboard and Events 

Scrip 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS for STUDY in ISRAEL  
 

The American Jewish League for Israel (AJLI) offers scholarships for a full year (no part-time or summer pro-
grams) of undergraduate or graduate study at one of nine universities in Israel; Bar Ilan, Ben Gurion, Haifa, 
Hebrew, Interdisciplinary Center-Recanati School, Pardes, Tel Aviv, Technion and Weizmann. For students 

who plan to attend Weizmann, the scholarship also covers academic materials and some living expenses.  
 

Required forms for students to complete and submit are on the website. Deadline has not been announced for 
2009-2010 but is generally May 1. Acceptance at one of the universities is a prerequisite and one must be a 
U.S. citizen. 
 

Other scholarship funding sources; www.scholarships.com, www.israelexperience.com, www.jafi.org.il/
education/masa, and www.jexnet.org.  
 

For a better understanding of the benefits of studying in Israel (low tuition fees, high academic quality, etc.), visit www.hillel.org/
about/news/2004/pr/20040427_college.htm. 
 

Contact Jeff Scheckner for additional information at  212 371-1583  • fax 212 279-1456 • ajlijms@aol.com  

Please be sure to check out the TBS website at  
http://tbsmahopac.org for any current or updated events. 

 

MEN’S CLUB OF  
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 

 

ENGRAVED BRICK  PAVER  
FUNDRAISER 

   

We have constructed a new brick path at the front  
entrance to the temple. Each of the brick pavers  

are engraved with a personal message. 
 

 Each brick can accommodate up to three lines with a maxi-
mum of thirteen characters per line. The cost per brick is $125. 

This is a perfect way to commemorate a special event, or to 
honor or memorialize a loved one.   

 

Please contact the TBS office to pick up  
BRICK PAVER order form.     

 

The TEMPLE TIMES is 
Looking for a Few Good 

Volunteers!!! 
 

The TEMPLE TIMES is seeking  
reporters, photographers, writers… 

Interested?   
Please contact:  

Marilyn Arsham at BuzzLt@aol.com  
or Leslie Raffo at leslie_raffo@yahoo.com. 
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Community Billboard and Events 

            JEWISH ATHLETE TRYOUTS   
            AGES 12-16 (by July 31, 2009) 

 SOCCER TENNIS DANCE* 

JCC Mid-Westchester 
Scarsdale, NY 
914-472-3300 

On Track Sports Center 
Tarrytown, NY 
914-909-2974 

Cliff St. Racquet Club  
New Rochelle, NY 

914-576-9000 

JCC Mid-Westchester 
Scarsdale, NY 
914-472-3300 

U14 Boys Jan.11,  6:30-7:45pm Feb. 8, 6:30-7:30pm Jan. 24 & 31, 7-9pm 
Jan. 25, 8-9:15pm 

Jan 25, 6:30pm 
Feb 8, 6:30pm 

U16 Boys Jan. 11, 7:45-9pm Feb. 8, 8:30-9:30pm Jan 24 & 31, 9-11pm 
Jan 25, 9:15-10:30pm 

Jan 25, 6:30pm 
Feb 8, 6:30pm 

U14 Girls Jan. 25,  7:30-8:30pm Feb. 8, 7:30-8:30pm Jan. 24 & 31, 7-9pm 
Jan. 25, 8-9:15pm 

Jan 25, 6:30pm 
Feb 8, 6:30pm 

U16 Girls Jan. 25, 7:30-8:30pm Feb. 8, 7:30-8:30pm Jan 24 & 31, 9-11pm 
Jan 25, 9:15-10:30pm 

Jan 25, 6:30pm 
Feb 8, 6:30pm 

For details on BOWLING, GOLF, SWIMMING  or TABLE TENNIS, email citrinj@jccmw.org 

* DANCE competition requirements: Prepare (max) 2 minute routine in  1 category: Ballet (no pointe), Lyrical, Modern,     
   Hip Hop/Street/Funk, Israeli, Tap, Jazz, open  (includes ballroom, folk, ethnic, clogging, acrobatic.) 

Coming to Westchester for the First Time 

The JCC Maccabi Games® - August 16-21 
Get Involved! Be a Host Family!  Be a Volunteer!  Be a Sponsor! 

Please volunteer— any amount of time, support or money will make a difference.  

F or the first time ever, the JCC Maccabi Games, 
an Olympic-style sporting event for Jewish 
teens, will take place in Westchester County. On 

August 16-21 the JCC of Mid-Westchester along with the 
Rosenthal JCC of Northern Westchester and the JCC on 
the Hudson will host this most important Jewish commu-
nity event.  The Games have changed the lives of thou-
sands of Jewish youth, instilling them with Jewish pride 
and identity, establishing lifelong friendships and 
strengthening their bond to Judaism.  
  
The success of the Games depends on participation and 
support from the entire community.  Our hope is to in-
volve every Westchester family in this event.  The week 
will be a source of pride for all of us as we showcase 
Westchester to the world. 
 
The Games will attract over 1,400 visiting athletes and 
their families from the US and abroad.  They will join 
300+ Westchester athletes for 5 days of thrilling sports 
competition, camaraderie, and community service, when 

all athletes will give back to local residents in need.   
Opening Ceremonies will be held at Madison Square Gar-
den (you’re invited), and athletic competitions will take 
place at over 50 different venues around the county.  
 
Everyone in the Westchester community is invited to join 
in this phenomenal event, whether or not they have a teen 
who will participate in the Games. 
 
The organizing committee needs 1,000 volunteers (ages 
20+) to help at events the week of the Games; profession-
als with skills in fundraising, public relations, graphic 
design, publishing, and marketing to help plan for the 
event; and of course financial support to underwrite the 
Games.  Let us know how you will participate. Notify 
TBS’s liaison, who will inform you when the online 
signup is ready: 
 

Marilyn Arsham    
845- 621-2154    
BuzzLt@aol.com 

It’s NOT too late! 
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NON-FICTION: 
Israel: A History, 
by Martin Gilbert, McNally & Loftin, 
2008. 
A political history of Israel, with dozens of 
Gilbert’s famous historical maps at the back. 
 
The Israelis: Ordinary People in an 
Extraordinary Land,  
by Donna Rosenthal, Free Press, 2003. 
A vivid mosaic of portraits of the amazing 
variety of people who constitute “the Is-
raelis.” 
 
A History of Zionism,  
by Walter Laqueur, Schocken, 2003. 
A straightforward, unsentimental history. For 
an unabashedly partisan defense of Zionism, 
see Gil Troy’s Why I am a Zionist, Bronfman 
Jewish Education Centre, 2006. 
 
Eretz: the Book, 1985-2005,  
The Eretz Group, 2005. 
A selection of sixty articles from Eretz Maga-
zine, with beautiful color photographs by 
Israel’s best photographers, in 5 categories: 
Geography, Nature, History/Archaeology, 
Modern Israel, and Religion/Culture. Meet 
the Israel that exists apart from politics or 
international conflict. (See also Eretz Maga-
zine, 5 issues per year, and special volumes, 
including Israel 60. All available at  
www.eretz.com.) 
 
Six Days of War: June, 1967 and the 
Making of the Modern Middle East, 
by Michael Oren, Oxford University 
Press, 2002. 
An accomplished historian and writer exam-
ines the war and its background, the person-
alities involved, and its transforming effect on 
the Middle East. 
 
The Case for Israel, 
by Alan M. Dershowitz, John Wiley & 
Sons, 2003. 
In a question and answer format, Dershowitz 
presents two dozen charges and calumnies 
made against Israel, then skillfully and with 
documentation provides a rebuttal for each. 
 
The Oslo Syndrome: Delusions of a 
People Under Siege, 
by Kenneth Levin, Smith and Kraus, 
2005. 
A work of political history and psychology 
explains the roots of the Oslo era and its 
tragic denouement for Israel. (See also, 

Jews and Power, by Ruth Wisse, Schocken, 
2007). 
 
Home to Stay: One American Fam-
ily’s Chronicle of Miracles and  
Struggles in Contemporary Israel, 
by Daniel Gordis, Three Rivers Press, 
2003 (previously published as “If a 
Place Can Make You Cry.”) 
A very personal account, mainly in the form 
of correspondence to friends in the States, of 
an American family’s adjustment to life as 
Israelis, from the euphoria of hopes for 
peace after Oslo, to the reality of the ongo-
ing struggle with Arab terrorism. 
 
Israel at Sixty: An Oral History of a 
Nation Reborn, 
by Deborah Hart Strober & Gerald S. 
Strober, John Wiley & Sons, 2008. 
Each chapter of Israeli history, from the days 
of the Mandate to the present, is seen 
through the eyes of the men and women 
who experienced them first hand. The inter-
viewees quoted are men and women, immi-
grant and native-born, right wing and social-
ist, nationalist and post-Zionist. Many are 
well-known political figures and writers, but 
others are simply Israeli citizens. On these 
pages, they challenge and debate one an-
other and compare their memories and inter-
pretations of events. 
 
Right To Exist: A Moral Defense of 
Israel’s Wars, 
by Yaacov Lozowick, Doubleday, 2003. 
The title says it all, in this easy-to-read, 
documented account. 
 

FICTION: 
Exodus,  
by Leon Uris, Wings, 2000. 
The still-popular epic of the birth of the state 
of Israel. 
 
Genizah at the House of Shepher,  
by Tamar Yellin, Toby Press, 2005. 
A historical novel set against the backdrop of 
Jerusalem over a hundred and thirty years; it 
tells of a particular family's involvement with 
a mysterious and valuable codex that the 
heroine finds in an attic. 
 
A Pigeon and a Boy, 
by Meir Shalev, Schocken, 2007. 
Two intertwining stories set in Israel: one 
tells of a pigeon handler--carrier pigeons 
were used in the 1948 War of Independ-

ence--who is mortally wounded and dis-
patches one last pigeon before dying. The 
bird carries his gift to the girl he loves. In the 
other tale, a tour guide specializing in bird-
watching trips falls in love again with a  
childhood girlfriend. 
 

WEBSITES: 
www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org 
An online encyclopedia about Israel and 
Judaism, it also contains Mitchell Bard’s 
Myths and Facts: a Guide to the Arab-Israeli 
Conflict, which can (and should) also 
be purchased in book form. 
 
www.palestinefacts.org 
Click on “History” for the easiest-to-use 
source for concise information about the 
history of Israel and the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
 
www.jpost.com For the latest news and 
features from Israel, the Jerusalem Post. 
 

VIDEOS: 
Pillar of Fire: A Television History of 
Israel’s Rebirth,  
created by Yigal Lossin, Israel Broad-
casting Authority, 2005. 
3 DVD series covers the story of Israel from 
pre- World War I to 1948. Spellbinding archi-
val footage shows the early pioneers, inter-
views with leaders such as Golda  
Meir and Yigal Yadin, the Exodus ship, foot-
age of Ben Gurion reading the Declaration of 
Independence, and much more—amazing to 
see and watch. 
 
Relentless: The Struggle for Peace in 
the Middle East,  
produced by honestreporting.com 
A documentary of the history of the Arab-
Israeli conflict and the unraveling of the Oslo 
process into violence and terror. 
 
No Safe Place: Six Lives Forever 
Changed,  
Narrated by Kelsey Grammer. 
This one-hour documentary examines the 
lives of several families whose lives were 
forever changed by terrorism.  
(available from librariansforfairness.org) 
 

Israel @ 60 ~ Suggested Reading 

A suggested reading list from the ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES 
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Israel @ 60~ Suggested Reading for Kids 

FOR YOUNG CHILDREN: 
Sammy Spider’s First Trip to Israel,  
by Sylvia Rouss, Kar-Ben, 2002. 
Sammy uses his five senses to experience 
the sights, sounds, and feel of Israel. 

Joshua’s Dream: A Journey to the 
Land of Israel,  
by Sheila F. Segal, URJ Press, 1992. 
Israel’s pioneer spirit is presented in a pic-
ture book narrated in the form of a conversa-
tion between a young boy and his mother, as 
they look through a photo album of the boy’s 
great-aunt, who was a pioneer in the Land of 
Israel. 
 
My First Hebrew Word Book,  
Kar-Ben, 2005. 
Picture dictionary of basic Hebrew words, in 
Hebrew and English translation and translit-
eration. 
 
AGES 8-11: 
Israel, 
by Marcia S. Gresko, Carolrhoda 
Books, 2000. 
Shows aspects of Israeli life such as the 
diversity of peoples and languages, archae-
ology, and kibbutz. 
 
Israel, 
by Jennifer Rozines Roy, Benchmark 
Books, 2004.  
Roy introduces Israel’s cultural and geo-
graphic features, from school life and pop 
culture to kibbutzniks and  
Bedouin tribes. 
 
A Kids’ Catalog of Israel, 
by Chaya Burstein, JPS, 1998. 
A little of everything: Israeli history, crafts, 
games, stories.  
 
Jerusalem of Gold: Jewish Stories of 
the Enchanted City, 
by Howard Schwartz, Jewish Lights, 
2003. 
A collection of timeless tales, for children 
seven and up, which celebrate the magical 
city. 
 

AGES 11 and UP, NON-FICTION: 
Homeland: The Illustrated History of 
the State of Israel, 
by Marv Wolfman & Mario Ruiz, 
Nachshon Press, 2007. 
A history of Israel from biblical times to to-
day, presented through the latest graphics 
and design techniques. 

The Story of Israel: From Theodor 
Herzl to the Roadmap for Peace, 
by Martin Gilbert, Carlton Books, 2008. 
Gilbert has created a keepsake volume by 
accompanying his abundantly illustrated text 
with dozens of pull-out, facsimile documents 
representing the significant moments in 
Israel’s life. A most unusual work. 
 
Israel, 
by Adam Garfinkle, Mason Crest, 2003. 
Written by a Ph.D. in International Relations, 
this straightforward work focuses on Israeli 
life from a political, historical, and foreign 
affairs perspective. 
 
Israel in Pictures,  
by Margaret J. Goldstein, Lerner, 2004. 
Despite the title, this is not a “picture book” 
for young children, but a book for students 
interested in Israeli history, culture, and 
geography. 
 
Israel, 
by Jill Dubois & Mair Rosh, Benchmark 
Books, 2004.  
A book that emphasizes culture(s) of Israel: 
arts, foods, religions, languages, govern-
ment, and economy. 
 
Walking the Bible: An Illustrated 
Journey for Kids through 
the Greatest Stories Ever Told  
by Bruce Feiler, HarperCollins, 2004. 
Scaled down, illustrated version of Feiler’s 
bestselling account of his journey of discov-
ery--a travelogue through present-day Israel 
as well as through the Bible itself. 
 
Ilan Ramon: Israel’s Space Hero, 
by Barbara Sofer, Lerner, 2004.  
Biography of Israeli hero and its first astro-
naut, who died in the crash of the space 
shuttle Columbia.  
 
Ilan Ramon: Jewish Star, 
by Devra Speregen. JPS, 2004. 

Ilan Ramon: Israel’s First Astronaut, 
by Tanya Lee Stone, Millbrook Press, 
2003. 

The Bat-Chen Diaries, 
Edited by Judyth Groner. Kar-Ben,  
2008. 
Fifteen year-old Bat-Chen Shahak was 
among the victims of a terrorist attack in Tel 
Aviv on the holiday of Purim, 1996. After her 
death, her family gathered and published 
many of her writings and drawings. Together 

they capture the life of a sensitive youngster 
living in a country not at peace. 
 

AGES 11 and UP, FICTION: 
Jeremiah’s Promise: An Adventure 
in Modern Israel, 
by Kenneth Roseman, URJ Press, 
2002. 
By making choices and following different 
paths in this “choose your own adventure” 
format, readers will discover the possibilities 
that young people found when they made 
new lives in the State of Israel. 
 
A Bottle in the Gaza Sea,  
by Valerie Zenatti, Bloomsbury  
Children’s Books, 2007.  
A Jewish teen from Jerusalem establishes 
an email correspondence with an Arab boy 
in Gaza. 
 
How to Ruin a Summer Vacation,  
by Simone Elkeles, Llewellyn Pubs, 
2006. 
The last thing sixteen year-old Amy wants to 
do over the summer is go to Israel to visit the 
family that she doesn't even know. By sum-
mer's end, her feelings about everything in 
her life have changed. 
 
VIDEO: 
Israel UpClose. 
www.israelupclose.org 
Twenty DVD’s of approximately 15 minutes 
in length, each consisting of three short TV-
style news features about Israeli life-- things 
you never knew about Israel, no matter how 
many times you’ve visited. Each DVD costs 
only $2.50, and covers stories such as: 
American baseball comes to Israel, children 
from the third world coming to Israel for heart 
surgery; Israel’s rescue of Sudanese refu-
gees; and a school that teaches karate to 
Arab and Jewish children together. Appropri-
ate for adults and for children 11 and above. 
The series is added to periodically. 
 
WEBSITE: 
www.j.co.il 
Games, clip art, coloring pages, quizzes, 
and educational pages about Israel for kids. 
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Contributions 

General Fund 

In honor of Ilana Vatkin, for the  
great job you did with your reading 
on your Bat Mitzvah, 
from Marlene & Allen Hochberg 

In honor of Ellen Gershman, in 
appreciation for all your service to 
Temple Beth Shalom, 
from Elaine & Bernie Jacobs 

In honor of Chris Spano, in 
appreciation for all your service to 
Temple Beth Shalom, 
from Elaine & Bernie Jacobs 

In appreciation to Miriam Yekutiel 
for all her friendship and support, 
from Debi Feiman 

For the speedy recovery of Joe 
Deutsch, 
from Susan & Gary Loewenberg 

In loving memory of her beloved 
husband, Ira Meyer,  
from Pearl Meyer 

In loving memory of her beloved 
husband, Ralph Edward Peterson,  
from Nancy Peterson 

In loving memory of her beloved 
husband, Carl Streit,  
from Mona Streit 

In loving memory of his  
beloved wife, Stella,  
from Nereo Timon 

In loving memory of her beloved 
parents, Adele & Harry Goldberg, 
from Phyllis Nadelhaft 

In loving memory of his beloved 
mother, Lillian Garrell, 
from Howard Garrell 

In loving memory of her beloved 
mother, Julia Homelsky, 
from Miriam Belsky 

In loving memory of his beloved 
mother, Ruth Stein and  
grandmother, Bertha Gerstein, 
from Charles Stein 

In loving memory of his beloved 
mother, Yetta and brother, Seymour, 
from Ira Uffer 

In loving memory of Naomi Weber, 
beloved mother of 
Marilyn & Charles Marsden, 
from Ron & Marilyn Arsham 
from the Weisman family 

In loving memory of her beloved 
mother, Esther Feibus,  
from Joyce Lasker 

In loving memory of his beloved 
mother, Rena Sapir,  
from Glenn Sapir 

In loving memory of her beloved 
mother, Lillian Solar,  
from Phyllis Solar 

In loving memory of his beloved 
father, Samuel Berlin, 
from Arnold Berlin 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Harold Rosner,  
from Karen Kwan 

In loving memory of his beloved 
father, Max Shulman,  
from Lloyd Shulman 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Abraham Weiss,  
from Wendy Greenberg 

In loving memory of his beloved 
grandfather, Hyman Baskin,  
from Stephen Nadelhaft 

In loving memory of her beloved 
sister, Libby Seiden, 
from Gail Plaut 

In loving memory of her beloved 
sister, Blanche Lehman,  
from Pearl Meyer 

In loving memory of her beloved 
uncle, David Korn,   
from Joyce Lasker 

In loving memory of her beloved  
aunt, Mary Goldberg, 
from Pearl Meyer 

In loving memory of his beloved  
aunt, Minnie Brody,   
from Howard Garrell 

In loving memory of her beloved 
godmother, Sadie Levinson,  
from Katherine Castaldo 

In loving memory of Sidney 
Grossman & Herbert Reing,  
from Ellen & Gary Reing 

In loving memory of Steven Kantor,  
from Robin & Alan Belsky 

In loving memory  
of Eli & Hannah Paneth, 
from Patrick & Kathleen Delamere 

 
 Cantor’s Music Fund 

In honor of our great Cantor Shira, 
from Marlene & Allen Hochberg 
 

Mathew Fixler  
Religious School Fund 

In honor of the birth of a grandson to 
Elaine & Bernie Jacobs, 
from Max & Judy Levy 

 

USY Fund 

In loving memory of her beloved 
husband, Mike Rosner,  
from Agnes Rosner 

 

Benevolent  Outreach  
Fund 

In honor of Leo & Lois Vatkin’s 
daughter, Ilana, on becoming  
a Bat Mitzvah, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

In honor of Julian Chipkin on 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

For the speedy recovery of  
Father Brian Brennan, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

For the speedy recovery of  
Georgene Perlman, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
 
For the speedy recovery of Vivian 
Rosenberg, mother of Carol Zager, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
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For the speedy recovery of Jill 
Sanders-DeMott, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

For the speedy recovery of Tristen, 
son of Toni & Brian Goc, 
from Wendy, Joel, Sarah,  
Thomas & Aubriana  

In memory of  Martha Ambrosio, 
beloved mother of  
Karen & Bob Carinci,  
from Wendy Greenberg 

In loving memory of Eunice 
McDermott, beloved mother of 
Thomas McDermott,  
from Phyllis & Stephen Nadelhaft 

In loving memory of Naomi Weber, 
beloved mother of Marilyn & 
Charles Marsden, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
 

Rabbi’s Fund 

Thank you Rabbi Zucker,  
for all your help, 
from Max & Judy Levy 

In honor of our office staff, 
from David Michaels & Family 

For all the time spent 
SCRIPschlepping,  
Georgene Perlman & Patti Bettman, 
from David Michaels & Family 

In honor of Yvonne Horowitz on  
her special birthday,  
from Gary & Susan Loewenberg 

In loving memory of their beloved 
mother & grandmother,  
Pearl Michaels, 
from the Michaels family 
 
In loving memory of her beloved 
husband, Steven Astrachan, 
from Evye Astrachan 

In loving memory of  Billie, beloved 
wife of Dr. Jerome Flamm, 
from Gary & Susan Loewenberg 

Contributions 

Naomi Weber 
March 16, 1917 – November 28, 2008 

 

N aomi Weber was a long-time member of Temple Beth 
Shalom, spending summers in Mahopac for more than 

30 years. She was one of a kind: outgoing, feisty, a woman 
ahead of her time, and a very gracious hostess. These stories 
recently appeared in Hadassah Highlights in the summer of 
2008: 

From as early as 1944, Naomi Weber, a Barnard College graduate, and her hus-
band Martin were strong activists for Israel (then Palestine). Menachim Begin, 
with a price on his head, was interviewed by the New York Times at her Essex 
House apartment. In 1949, she took her two daughters, aged four and five, on a 
14-day voyage aboard a freighter (four staterooms) from New York to Haifa. 
They continued to Jerusalem, where she volunteered at Hadassah Hospital and 
became socially close with many early settlers, including Paula Ben Gurion. 
While spending a month at Gesher Haziv, a kibbutz settled by Americans near the 
Lebanese border, she witnessed daily border incidences. Her weekly rations (for a 
family of four) included one glass unpasteurized milk, two glasses powdered 
milk, two ounces frozen fish, three ounces frozen meat, six pounds bread, seven 
ounces oil, two boxes rice, three eggs, two ounces coffee and two ounces tea. In 
spite of all these hardships, the country continued to grow from 500,000 Jews in 
1950 to 1.5 million in 1952. Although Naomi returned to the U.S. in 1951, she 
was proud to be a part of this early era in Israel’s history and to have witnessed 
the dedication and creativity of these early settlers. 

        I have lost a wonderful gift. However, I will cherish the memories  
and stories she has left behind.~- Georgene Perlman 

In Memory 
November 26, 2008 ~ Mumbai, India 

 

A lan Scherr, 58, and his 13-year-old daughter, Naomi, were killed during the 
assault on the Oberoi hotel.  Naomi and Alan Scherr were traveling with a 

high-tech meditation group called the Synchronicity Foundation. They had been there 
since November 17 and were due to leave December 1. 
 

Rabbi Gavriel Noach Holtzberg, 29, and his wife, Rivkah, 28, arrived in Mumbai in 
2003 to run a synagogue, provide religious instruction and help people dealing with 
drug addiction and poverty. Both were born in Israel, but Gavriel had moved to the 
U.S. as a child and held dual Israeli-U.S. citizenship. Both died in the attack on the 
Chabad-Lubavitch movement's center. Holtzberg's firstborn son died in infancy as a 
result of Tay - Sachs disease. Their second son is seriously ill with the same ailment 
and is hospitalized in Israel. Their two-year-old son Moshe, however, was miracu-
lously saved by his nanny and was brought to family in Israel. He turned two years old 
a couple days after his parents’ deaths.  
 

Our sympathy is extended to the Scherr and Holtzberg families and to all the fallen 
victims. May the memories of all the good they brought to the world and to their  
families bring continuous strength to their loved ones and to us all. 

In Memory 
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T he shelves at the St. John’s Food Pantry may not have been as bare as in past years, but the staff’s appreciation was  
equally appreciative. TBS congregants carried in hundreds of bags stuffed with food that had been donated over the ten 

High Holy days. For the fourth consecutive year we, as a community, began our  new Hebrew year fulfilling an essential mitzvah  
from the Torah. 
 
The pantry distributes food on Fridays to over a hundred Putnam 
County families. Since state funds do not cover the needs of our 
community, it relies heavily on donations of non-perishable food, 
frozen food, and money from the community. Poor box donations 
are used to purchase milk and bread for the families. The pantry 
welcomes any family facing financial hardship in the community, 
regardless of their faith.  Volunteers are also diverse in their reli-
gious affiliation.  The only requirement for a family to receive 
food from the pantry is to show a utility bill with a Putnam county 
address.  “No questions asked,” Deacon Scarfi told us in a prior 
year, “because just having to come here is a very humbling experi-
ence.” 
       
A special thanks to Miriam Yekutiel for organizing the event; to 
Ron Arsham, Billy Hughes, Harry Weinberger, and Rabbi Zucker 
for helping her deliver the bags; and a huge Yasher Koach to  
all the donators! 

Photos taken by Ron Arsham. 

 Tikkun Olam - Repair the World 
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 Tikkun Olam - Repair the World 

The Non-Profit Organization for Emotional 
Support of Girlfriends of Fallen Soldiers  
of the Israel Defense Forces  

P hyllis Heimowitz and her 
daughter Tamar witnessed the pain 
of daughter and sister Michal, re-
spectively, whose fiancé was killed 
in southern Lebanon while serving 
in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). 
The Ministry of Defense only pro-
vides emotional and other support to 
widows or family members of the 
fallen soldier, not to girlfriends or 
fiancées, whose ties were just as 
tight. Who will deeply listen to their 
grief, their unfulfilled dreams and 
plans? Who will be there to affirm 
their loss and say, "Yes, your 
mourning is equal to all mourners in 
the House of Israel?” 

Phyllis and Tamar advocated for 
these women with the Ministry of 
Defense.  The IDF eventually agreed 
to provide funds for a therapist 
to run support groups if Phyllis 
formed a non-profit organiza-
tion.  They did just that and since 
1998, have sponsored year-
long,  free weekly support groups 
(comprised of a maximum 10 mem-
bers). If personal need arose, private 
therapy has also been provided. 

Several years later Rina Kahan, who 
had lost her boyfriend in the Yom 
Kippur War, joined Phyllis and 
Tamar. Together they have helped 
(both emotionally and sometimes 
financially) more than 250 bereaved 
girlfriends and fiancées (and occa-
sionally boyfriends whose girl-
friends have died while serving in 
the IDF).    

To learn more about their work,  
visit their website at:  
http://www.girlfriendsidf.org.il/eng/eng.htm. 

HAMA,  Humans and Animals in 
Mutual Assistance in Israel 

T he creation of Avshalom Beni, 
HAMA rescues "broken" human 
beings with the assistance of abused 
and abandoned cats and dogs which 
he rescues.  Here the power of touch 
to heal is palpable through the pets: 
an abused or attacked woman learns 
to walk a Newfoundland (a very 
large dog) to teach her both control 
of the dog and her environment; or a 
sexually abused child  relearns self-
esteem through her pet’s grooming 
and dog show competition. Simple 
but profound:  Hurting people heal-
ing hurting pets; hurting pets healing 
hurting people. The ultimate power 
of touch. 

Avshalom and his team of both ani-
mals and humans have touched those 
who seem unreachable. Such are the 
Holocaust survivors at the Abar-
banel and Lev Ha-Sharon Centers of 
Mental Health. They await the 
HAMA van that deliver the dogs to 
walk, a brief intermission from their 
own darkness. One such survivor, 
silent for years, rediscovered his 
speech, the unique ability of com-
munication which, for our Ancients, 
separated humans from al l 
other animals. To regain speech is a 
small but real victory, to his human-
ity, even if only partially. 

To learn more about HAMA, visit  
http://www.hama-israel.org.il/ 

 
 
 

George Greene can be contacted at Chesed4Israel@aol.com.  

THE CHESED PROJECT                                      
by George Greene 

 “Not mere talk about water, 
 Nor the mere sight of a spring,  
 But an actual mouthful of it            
 Gives the thirsty complete  
 satisfaction." 
                                        D.T. Suzuki 

Everyday phrases are often taken for 
granted.  For example, our Chesed Pro-
ject newsletter often writes: "personally 
and directly touch people in need." Its 
surface meaning is obvious:  to donate 
our time or our money to help a specific 
person or persons in a manner he, she, 
they deserve as a creature created in the 
image of God.  When we go beneath the 
surface, its meaning is much more. 

Touch resides in the sublime realms of 
Philosophy and Religion, as a stepchild 
to Sight (associated with Reason) and 
Hearing (with Revelation). Yet, we 
know that touch has its place, which 
becomes recognizable only  in its ab-
sence. Consider a widow who has lost 
her ‘better half’ and never remar-
ries. Try to feel the absence of a casual 
touch to the arm, the holding of hands, a 
peck on the cheek, a caress of the hair. 
Or consider an orphan who can no 
longer waltz on his parent's feet, or even 
hold his parent's hand. Only then do we 
get a "sense" of what we try to do with 
this Chesed Work together:  We try to 
replace the irreplaceable, to be present 
for those who feel absence in their lives. 
Keep touch in mind as you learn about 
these organizations. 
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Temple Beth Shalom has cemetery plots available at beautiful  

Sharon Gardens in Valhalla 
a resting place of beauty, dignity and caring 

 
Sharon Gardens has been serving the Jewish community since 1953 and  is 

considered to be one of the most beautiful and modern cemeteries for families of 
the Jewish faith.  Its rural setting provides a serene and peaceful resting place 

with wide roads and paths for easy access.  
 

Plots are available for $1,250 each or $2,325 a pair 
Contact the temple office for more information. 

845.628.6133 

3  January/Tevet 7 
Yaakov Tigershtrom 

 
4 January/Tevet 8 
Rae Posniak 
Samuel Shapiro 
 
5 January/Tevet 9 
Ruth Bornfriend 
Edith Steinlauf 
 
6 January/Tevet 10 
Aaron Gorelick 
Dorothy Gould 
Ethel Pollack 
 
12 January/Tevet 16 
Mary Kreiness 
 
13 January/Tevet 17 
Ester Dayanoff 
 
15 January/Tevet 19 
Morris Nathan Pomerantz 
Ruth Kramer Weiss 
 
16 January/Tevet 20 
Mae Schwartz 
 
19 January/Tevet 23 
Rabbi Baruch Yekutiel 
 
21 January/Tevet 25 
Minnie Levine 
William L. Lichtman 
 
23 January/Tevet 27 
Goldie Jacobs 

26 January/Shevat 1 
Rose Kosofsky 

 
27 January/Shevat 2 
Abraham Mendelsohn 

 
30 January/Shevat 5 
Helen Cohen 
Philip Schlossberg 

 
3 February/Shevat 9 
Bernard Feuer 
Matitjahu Tigershtrom 
 
5 February/Shevat 11 
Bernard Teplitsky 
 
6 February/Shevat 12 
Matthew Hertz 
 
8 February/Shevat 14 
Isidor Ditkowski 
 
9 February/Shevat 15 
Sylvia Rebell 
 
10 February/Shevat 16 
Florence Beck 
Harry Newman 
Feivish Zac 
 
13 February/Shevat 19 
Meyer Berliner 
Marilyn Shankewitz 
Genya Zac 
 
 

14 February/Shevat 20 
Antoinette Lian 
 
15 February/Shevat 21 
Marilyn Black 
 
16 February/Shevat 22 
Fred Happ 
 
17 February/Shevat 23 
Esther Weinstein 
 
18 February/Shevat 24 
Edward Schwartz 
 
19 February/Shevat 25 
Eli Yekutiel 
 
20 February/Shevat 26 
Joseph Carrillo 
Jack Green 
 
24 February/Shevat 30 
Selma Koblenz 
Anna Pfursich 
Samuel Small 
 
25 February/Adar 1 
Matthew Jacobs 
Rose Laufer 
Samuel Marritt 
 
26 February/Adar 2 
Charles Michlowitz 
Beatrice Newman 
Allen C. Weissman 

27 February/Adar 3 
Eugene Lampel 

Yahrzeits 
     May Their Memory be a blessing 

T E M P L E  T I M E S 

Newsletter Staff: 
Marilyn Arsham &  
Leslie Raffo,  
Co-editors 
 

David Michaels,  
Advertising Editor 
 

Contributing writers:  
Cantor Shira Adler   
Ron Arsham  
Anita Bellenchia 
Tess Bettman 
Joel Greenberg   
George Greene 
Jeff Guest   
Allen Hochberg   
Lynn Michaels   
Georgene Perlman 
Elaine Peikes 
Barry Plaut  
Alicia Raskob 
Glenn Sapir    
Rabbi Avinoam Sharon 
Carol Zager   
Rabbi Daniel Zucker 
 

The Temple Beth Shalom newsletter is 
published five times per year and is 
provided by and for the membership of the 
synagogue. Neither Temple Beth Shalom, 
nor its members, assumes liability for any 
of the information, opinions or 
suggestions contained herein. Articles 
submitted are subject to editing. Contents 
may not be reproduced without written 
permission from the Temple office. We 
apologize in advance for any errors or 
omissions. 

We welcome articles and information for 
inclusion in Temple Times. Submissions 
can be sent via email in Word or Publisher 
format to: newsletter@tbsmahopac.org.  

 
  
 

Newsletter Errors: Occasionally errors 
& omissions are found in the pages of 
Temple Times.   We appreciate being 
notified of any corrections via email: 
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org, or by 
calling the temple office to leave a 
message with Ro, Jean or Melody. A 
newsletter staff member will return your 
call ASAP.  The temple office is not 
responsible for newsletter content.  Many 
thanks to our readers, 

 The Temple Times Staff 

If you are planning on submitting an 
article in the March/April 2009 issue  
let our staff know by Thursday,  
January, 15, 2009. 
 

Copy submission deadline for the 
March/April 2009 issue is Thursday, 
January 29, 2009 at 3pm. 
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SUNDAY 
MARCH 15 
12pm~4pm 
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WELL PUMPS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

GOULDS
Water

Systems

•Water Heaters
•Boilers
•Storage Tanks
•Water Softeners
•Sales
•Service
•Installation

Weekend Service No Extra ChargeWeekend Service No Extra Charge

Insured - Bonded

(845) 628-1288
or

(914) 962-3498

Dave Goldberg
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

     SHARON             GARDENS 

A resting place of beauty, 
dignity and caring. 

 
Toll Free: 1-888-536-7426 

Internet: http://www.sharongardens.com 

A Division of Kensico Cemetery  
273 Lakeview Ave., P.O. Box 7, Valhalla, NY 10595 

 

Temple Times thanks 
its advertisers for their  

sponsorship and support.  

 

Please show your thanks by  
supporting them and when 
you do, be sure to let them 
know that you saw their ad 

in the Temple Times. 

Computer Support (HELP!!)

 
 Software Assistance / Train-

ing (in your home or office) 
 MS Office · Windows · 

Quicken · Bank Rec. 
 Mailing list management  

David M. Michaels  
22 Greenway Terr N.  845-528-2233 (P) 
Mahopac, NY 10541  866-334-4406 (F) 
David.Michaels@Comcast.net 
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Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY           845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 

Benjamin A. Dancygier, D.D.S. 
3630 Hill Boulevard, Suite 401 
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
914-245-7100 
www.DoctorBenDDS.com 

Practice limited to Dentistry for Children 
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LAW OFFICES OF 
JOSEPH J. TOCK 

963 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
TEL 845.628-8080 
FAX 845.628.5450 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: 
1978 WILLIAMSBRIDGE ROAD 

BRONX, NY 10461 
WWW.TOCKLAW.COM 

 

Buy One 

Get One Free 
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BRACES MAKE YOU BEAUTIFUL 

Visit our friendly office for a complimentary consultation 

Jodi Gorelick, DDS 
Orthodontic & Dentofacial Specialist 

530 Route Six, Mahopac 

(845) 628-1018 
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South Putnam Animal Hospital 
Quality Pet Health Care  

in a State-of-the-Art Facility 

 

845-628-1834 
230B Baldwin Place Road 

Mahopac, NY 10541 
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        CELL (917) 295-1407 

Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 

David B. Rubin, MBA, CASLTM 
Financial Representative 

1525 Route 22, Suite 4 
Brewster, NY 10509 
845 278-5318 x216 office 
845 278-5309 fax 
914 980-6776 cell 
david.rubin@nmfn.com 
www.nmfn.com/davidrubin 
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When you’re planning your 
next Life Event, whether it’s a 
Wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or 

Buying/Selling a home… 
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 

 

 

Your ad would have fit  

right here 

Maimonides Academy 
of  Western Connecticut 

 

  A Contemporary Community Jewish Day School 
 

Mommy & Me classes for 1 and 2 year olds 
Drop-off Two-year-old program 
Full or Half day Nursery and Pre-K 
Full day Kindergarten 
Curriculum for Grades K-5   

Call us at 203-748-7129  
103 Miry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 

Minutes from Brewster. Free bus transportation  
for Kindergartners and up 

www.mawcschool.org 

 
Open House
Eve ry Friday 
2:00 – 3:30

ANDREW STEIN VIDEOGRAPHY
(914) 788-4678 

andrew@drewvideo.com 
 

ALAN WEISS PHOTOGRAPHY 
(914) 739-8888 

awphoto@optonline.net 
 
 

3153 Albany Post Road, Buchanan, NY  10511 V
ID

E
O

 &
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H
O
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O
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The Finest Glatt Kosher

Chinese Restaurant & Sushi Bar 

1327 North Ave. 
New Rochelle, NY 10804 

Tel:  (914) 637-9363
Fax: (914) 637-9371

Catering       

EDEN WOK 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop!Sisterhood Gift Shop!  
Visit the gift shop or call LindaVisit the gift shop or call Linda  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

Call or ECall or E--mail Linda at mail Linda at   
(845) 208-3249 or 

Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  
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GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 
GENTLE DENTAL CARE 

 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 
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G.M.I. Incorporated 

Manufacturers / Distributors 
Custom Blinds, Shades, Draperies 

 and Accessories 

● Commercial         ● Residential 

George Weiss—President 

121 Stillwater Road 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

Phone:  (845) 621-0160 
Fax:  (845) 621-0153 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop!Sisterhood Gift Shop!  
Visit the gift shop or call LindaVisit the gift shop or call Linda  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

Call or ECall or E--mail Linda at mail Linda at   
(845) 208-3249 or 

Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  
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DentistryDentistry  
Dr. Louis Tuzman 

Dr. Joshua M. Tuzman 

 
Graduates of Columbia University 

College of Dental Medicine 

 

Serving Our Community  
For Over 30 Years 

 
COSMETIC AND  

GENERAL FAMILY DENTISTRY 

845-628-4188 
2 Clark Place & Rte. 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

With a Personal TouchWith a Personal Touch  
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Beth Lewis 
Mahopac  

Branch Manager 
(845) 621-0550 

  

Amani Ghazal 
Mahopac Falls 

Branch Manager 
(845) 621-0570 

www.welcomebanking.com 

VÉÄÉÇ|tÄ 

gxÜÜtvx 
GRACIOUS SOCIAL CATERING SINCE 1945 

www.ColonialTerraceCaterers.com 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 (914) 737-0400 

Skyview Professional Suites  ● 530 Route Six  ●  Mahopac, NY 10541 

Over 25 Years  
Experience In All Areas 

 of General Dentistry 
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Make Eating Healthy Easy! 

Briarcliff Manor ●  Yorktown Heights  
Mt. Kisco ●  Mahopac ●  Katonah  

Stamford ●  Scarsdale ●  Montebello  
Fairfield ●Larchmont 

www.mrsgreens.com 
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KEY FOOD 
MARKETPLACE OF 

MAHOPAC 
Rt. 6 & Baldwin Lane 

Mahopac, NY 
 

Key Food Stores have been family  
owned and operated for more than 

60 years.   
As Key Food Marketplace we are 

excited to be a  part of the 
Mahopac community. 

We carry a wide selection of items 
including a full line of Organic, 

Specialty and Kosher items  
in many of our departments. Stop 

by and say hello  and meet our  
staff members whose job it is to 

make  your shopping trip a 
pleasurable one. 

 
We also value your comments and  

suggestions on items you would 
like us to carry. 

(845) 628-7920 
 Store Hours 

Monday - Saturday   
7 AM-9 PM 

Sunday 7 AM – 8 PM 
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