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November 2 
Men’s Club: Meet the Candidates 

November 7 
Bet Class Dinner 

November 8 
Bat Mitzvah Ilana Vatkin 
Hochberg’s Movie Night 

November 9 
70th Anniversary Kristallnacht 

November 16 
Congregational Meeting 7pm 

November 22 
Sisterhood Havdallah/Movie/Dinner 

November 23 

Holiday Fair 
Ecumenical Service 

December  5 
Gan/Gesher/Mechina Class Dinner 

December 10-14  
TBS Book Fair 

December 14 
USY Sleepover 

December 21 
Hanukkah Celebration 
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        ishing You and Your Families  
 a Very Happy, Healthy and 

Warm Holiday Season  
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Celebrating Simchas! 
If you would like to host an Oneg or  
a Kiddush please contact Ro or Jean   

in the office at 845-628-6133  
 

They  will be happy to assist you. 

 

Temple Beth Shalom 
760 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY  10541 
www.tbsmahopac.org 
Tel:   845-628-6133 
Fax:   845-628-1730 

 

Rabbi Daniel Zucker 
    rabbi@tbsmahopac.org 
Cantor Shira Adler 
    cantor@tbsmahopac.org 
Director of Education 
    Carol Zager, 845-628-6533 
    principal@tbsmahopac.org 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President 
    Ron Arsham, 845-621-2154 
First Vice President 
    Steve Bettman 
Second Vice President 
    Barry Plaut 
Treasurer 
    Melody Weisman 
Financial Secretary 
    David Michaels, 845-528-2233 
Recording Secretary 
    Jill Sanders-DeMott,  845-621-1186 
Past President 
     Ellen Gershman 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
    Lisa Branca 
    Gail Freundlich 
    Robert Greenberg 
    Wendy Greenberg 
    Jeff Guest 
    Howard Hammer 
    Marc Houslanger 
    Elaine Jacobs 
    Marc Kreiness 
    Diana Markowitz 
    Georgene Perlman 
    Leslie Raffo 
    Gary Reing 
    Ann Rubin 
    Yaakov Tigershtrom 
 

CLUBS 
Hazak 
    Howard Hammer 
Men’s Club 
    Joel Greenberg, 845-628-2851 
    mensclub@tbsmahopac.org 
Sisterhood 
    Lynn Michaels, 845-528-2233 
    sisterhood@tbsmahopac.org 
USY Director 
    Georgene Perlman 
 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS 
    Ro Belsky 
    Jean Follit 
    office@tbsmahopac.org 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
7 4:27pm 
14 4:20pm 
21 4:15 pm 
28 4:12 pm 
 

DECEMBER 
5 4:10 pm 
12 4:10 pm 
19 4:13 pm 
26 4:17 pm 

Please Let the Office Know… 
 

If you or a family member is ill or in the 
hospital so that Rabbi Zucker  

can schedule a visit.  
 

Your phone call is greatly appreciated.  
 

Our number is 845-628-6133.  
 

Thank you. 

 

SAVE the DATE!  
 

IMPORTANT  
TBS Congregational Meeting. 

 

Sunday, November 16 at 7pm! 

 

PLEASE ATTEND!  
We need to hear from YOU! 

 
 

TBS HOLIDAY FAIR 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 

9AM-3PM 
 

SHOP EARLY! Avoid the STRESS! 
GREAT Selection of GIFTS! 

Delicious FOOD and RAFFLES! 
Lots of FUN! 

 

For Information contact Lisa Branca  
 phone: 914-962-3722 or email: brancaanthony@comcast.net 

The PLACE TO GO!!! 

Regular Shabbat Services 
Friday Evenings   8:15 pm 

Saturday Mornings  9:30 am 
 

Junior Congregation 
November 15  10:30 am 
December 13  10:30 am 
 

Tot Shabbat 
November 21  7:00 pm 
December 19  7:00 pm 

Family Services 
November 7  7:45 pm  
December 5  7:45 pm  

ָׁשלֹום ַׁשָּבת  

Shabbat Candle Lighting Times 

Shabbat Services at Temple Beth Shalom 

    Rabbi’s OFFICE HOURS 

 

      SUN.  9:30am-12:30pm 
    

       MON. & TUES.  
   2:00-7:00 pm 

       

       WED. 2:30-6:30 pm  

      

       FRI. 11:00 am-2:00 pm.  
 
 
 

   It is always best to call ahead. The Rabbi 
may be away due to holidays,  

hospital visits and off-site meetings. 
Rabbi Zucker is also available 

by appointment.  
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A s  Jews, the late fall/early winter months known 
generally as the “Christmas season” are often a 

time of heightened anxiety due to the ubiquity of 
Christmas advertising in the media and over the 
airwaves, as well as the preponderance of decorations, 
and frequency of Yuletide music in most public venues. 

For many of us this season is a not-so-gentle reminder of our minority 
status in a predominantly Christian nation. From the requirement to 
attend the office Christmas party to the viewing of nativity scenes at the 
entrances to churches, and on to the public lighting of the trees at 
Rockefeller Center and at the White House, and the occasional doorbell 
ringing by well-meaning carolers, we Jews are reminded that we are—at 
least to some extent—outsiders in American society.  

If we are also parents, it is likely that we feel even greater anxiety 
because we are worried that our children likewise are feeling a degree of 
pressure to conform to the majority’s cultural mores.  With the 24/7 
bombardment of the media in Christmas advertising for nearly two 
months, we may fear that our children will prefer the glitz and glamour 
of the majority’s holiday, and reject the traditions of our people. If our 
children attend the public schools—as most of them do—how will they 
react to school Christmas pageants, parties, and the expectation of their 
non-Jewish peers that they participate in singing Christmas songs such as 
“Come, All Ye Faithful,” “Silent Night,” or “Oh Little Town of 
Bethlehem?” Is the annual Christmas season a test of our ability to 
remain loyal to our Jewish roots? How should we react? What should we 
tell our children to do? 

And if they have Christian friends, what should they do if invited to 
decorate a Christmas tree, exchange Christmas gifts, or attend a 
Christmas party? Rabbi: what should we do? How do we protect our 
children from feeling pain as “outsiders”? Should we have them 
participate or not participate? What’s a Jewish parent to do at this time of 
year? Could we maybe arrange a convenient two-month trip to Israel to 
coincide with this season? 

At the risk of sounding a bit blasé, let me relate a true story that occurred 
roughly fifty years ago. It seems that Mrs. Jacobs and her 5-year old son, 
Ricky, were downtown, shopping a couple of days before Christmas. As 
they came to the town’s largest department store, Ricky spied a Santa 
seated on a large chair with a line of children anxiously waiting their 
turns to sit on his lap. Ricky turned to his mother and asked permission 
to join the line. Mrs. Jacobs—taken aback by his request—for the Jacobs 
were faithful attendees at the local synagogue—replied: “But Ricky, 
we’re Jewish, and we don’t believe in Santa Claus!” Whereupon Ricky 
retorted: “Yes, mom. I know that we’re Jewish; but Santa doesn’t 
know!” 

What’s my point with this story? Just this: Ricky Jacobs knew that he 
was Jewish because his parents lived their lives as loyal Jews—they 
attended synagogue very regularly, they celebrated Shabbat and the 
Jewish holidays, kept Kashrut as best they could in a rural Southern 
town, and made sure that Ricky attended religious school religiously. 
The Jacobs also were ardent supporters of the State of Israel. Ricky knew 
very well that he was Jewish because he was exposed—even in semi-
rural East Tennessee—to a strong Jewish upbringing. 

If we emulate the Jacobs family and expose our children to the full 
calendar of Jewish holidays—they will likely develop an armor that 
defends them from feeling as if they are deprived by not being able to 
celebrate Christmas. I will never forget the comment of my daughter 
Yehudit, not quite 6 at the time, saying that she felt sorry for her 
Christian playmates who only had one day of Christmas while she had 
eight days of Hanukkah. 

Indeed, if we celebrate our Judaism regularly—observing Shabbat 
weekly by lighting candles, placing a white tablecloth, making Kiddush 
and saying Motzi, holding Seders at Pesach and eating matza instead of 
bread, celebrating Israel Independence Day, making a picnic for Lag 
b’Omer, eating blintzes and studying Torah all night at Shavuot, fasting 
and mourning the Temples’ destructions at Tisha b’Av, hearing the 
Shofar at Rosh HaShanah, fasting and spending the day in synagogue on 
Yom Kippur, waving the lulav and ethrog as well as building a Sukkah at 
Succot, lighting the Hanukkiah every day at Hanukkah, planting trees 
and eating fruits from Israel at Tu b’Shvat, and dressing up and listening 
to the Megillah at Purim—we can be confident that our children will 
take pride in their being Jewish and will not feel deprived for not 
celebrating Christmas. When we observe our customs on a daily basis—
how long does it take to say the Motzi before eating a sandwich?—we 
demonstrate to our families that being Jewish is important and a source 
of pride for them. They will have been inoculated—as it were—with a 
vaccine of Yiddishkeit (Jewish-ness) that gives them the strength and 
confidence to standout from the crowd, to be similar but different in a 
positive manner from their peers. 

Now, what about those who have non-Jewish family members who 
celebrate Christmas? Is it O.K. to have a Christmas tree in the house? Is 
it forbidden? We need to look at this question with the eyes of toleration 
and mutual respect. If we think about the example of celebrating a 
friend’s birthday, we may learn the correct way to answer this question. 
When I bring my friend a gift for his birthday and wish him “Happy 
Birthday,” I am not celebrating my birthday; I’m helping him to 
celebrate his birthday because we are friends. If we look at the question 
of Christmas in a similar light, we may find the right perspective from 
which to approach the subject. 

Each of us must find the solution that works best for our own special 
circumstances, but if we have built a strong Jewish identity in ourselves 
and in our children, we can be confident that this season will not faze our 
families. Rather we will be able to enjoy the varieties of cultures that 
make up our society and appreciate each for its contribution to the 
tapestry that makes up our world. When we know who we are, we can 
appreciate the differences and similarities that we share with our 
neighbors, and December will cease to be a source of dilemma for us. 

Elena, Yehudit, Fortine, Rahel, and Amiel join me in wishing everyone a 
happy and healthy Hanukkah. 

 
B’virkat Shalom, 

- Rabbi Daniel M. Zucker 

Message from Rabbi Zucker 

Dealing with the December Dilemma 
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J ust when I thought that I had nothing left 
in my tank and nothing more to say,  

along came the wonderful High Holidays and 
the incredible Installation ceremony to buoy 
my spirits and enthusiasm enough so that I 
am now happy to sit down and write this 
article.  I would be lying to all of you if I said 

that I wasn’t worried about how the Holidays would turn 
out.  After all, for the congregation, this is the most 
important period in the Jewish year and the one during 
which the relationship with the new rabbi is mostly formed.  
Having Rabbi Zucker with us for only six weeks and his 
having only limited chances to get to know us during that 
time, I think it was only natural for me to be concerned.    

Now that the holidays are over, I wonder what I was so 
worried about.  Rabbi Zucker is a wonderful rabbi with a 
wealth of experience and knowledge, and he led us through 
the holidays as if he had been with us for years.  He and 
Cantor Shira meshed together beautifully on the bimah and 
created a meaningful spiritual connection with the 
congregation throughout.  Cantor Shira’s work with the 
choirs (both adult and children), added something magical to 
the services that we have not experienced as a congregation 
in recent memory.  A huge Yasher Koach to you both for 
such a magnificent job. 

As long as I am passing out Yasher Koachs and thank yous, 
I want to acknowledge the hard work done by Jeff Guest and 
the ritual committee over the last several months.  They ably 
carried the load during the months before Rabbi Zucker 
came on board, and they helped guide him through the 
process afterward.  The successful High Holidays is a 
testament to their hard work and dedication.  I also want to 
thank Ro & Jean in the office for another magnificent job 
during a very tough couple of months.  We could not have 
done it without you.  And, of course, a special “shout out” to 
Billy for always being there when we need him and for 
making our lives much easier during all of our events.   

Speaking of events, I cannot thank all of you enough for 
making the Installation Ceremony and New Member dinner 
one of the most special nights in the history of Temple Beth 
Shalom.  More than 150 people crammed into our little 
space to welcome our new rabbi and his family, and together 
with our local politicians and clergy, made the evening a 
memorable one. A special thank you goes out to Gail 
Freundlich and her wonderful group of helpers for throwing 
a first-class party.  Everything was just perfect.   

But what really made the evening special for me was the 
support and participation from so many of you.  I know that 
I am constantly urging the congregation to get more 
involved, a major theme during my Yom Kippur speeches.  
It was particularly gratifying to me this time that you not 

only listened to my words, but took them to heart.   

Before I finish, I want to emphasize something else I said 
this Yom Kippur, and hopefully, you will take it to heart as 
well.  We, as a community, have a great opportunity in front 
of us to join with Rabbi Zucker to forge the kind of 
synagogue of which we can all be proud.   We need more 
than just your time and money (although both are always 
appreciated).  We need your ideas, your opinions, and your 
active involvement to ensure that the synagogue is enjoyable 
and accessible to all.  This is not the time to sit on the 
sidelines.  This is the time to personally engage in the 
stewardship of this congregation.   

On that note, I want to inform everyone about our first 
congregational meeting that will take place on Sunday, 
November 16 at 7PM.  We have devised a new format for 
the meeting that will encourage lively debate and exchange 
of ideas while we still handle the business end of the temple.  
The first part of the meeting will be devoted to the normal 
business of the temple.  The second part will be in the form 
of a town hall meeting, where everyone will be encouraged 
to ask questions or offer suggestions about what they would 
like to see happen at the synagogue as we move forward.  
The details as to how the meeting is going to be handled and 
what we plan to discuss there will be made available to 
everyone well before the meeting.  Our hope is that many of 
you will take part in the debate and offer your positive and 
creative ideas on the future of our synagogue.   

I am really excited about the year ahead.  I know that 
together we can meet the challenges that face us and grow as 
a community as we move toward the future.  
 

Ron 

 

President’s Message 
Moving Forward 

   Save the Date!   Save the Date!  

Sunday, Sunday,   
Nov. 16 AT 7pmNov. 16 AT 7pm  

First Congregational MeetingFirst Congregational Meeting  

NEWNEW Town Hall format Town Hall format  
  

Have a voice in our synagogue’s future. Have a voice in our synagogue’s future.   
We look forward to seeing you there!We look forward to seeing you there!  
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H ow many of us, when asked to recount one of our best childhood 
memories, recall a simpler time when the fervent wishes of our 

hearts were matched only by the glint of the gold wrapper on the Chanukah 
gelt shining in the brightly burning flames of our Chanukah candles? One of 
my fondest memories is from when I was about 12 years old. We had a 
minhag (custom) in our family for each of us to not only light our own 

menorah, but also light one for each set of grandparents and one for a large “family menorah.”  
As we were a family of five siblings, that accounted for enough candles to place the local fire 
station on ready alert. The bay window nightly reflected our shining faces above the light of  
abundant flames, in rich contrast to the dark wood of the windowsill. We must have been a 
sight for any passerby.  

Each year, depending on what grade we were in, we used menorahs ranging from the standard 
nursery-school lump of misshapen clay, painted and gouged with a billion “extra” holes, to the 
more sophisticated, elementary-school wood and bolt construction and its assortment of 
decorations, marked ceremoniously with a felt-tip sprawling signature at the bottom.   

What wishes I had as a child— for a certain doll or toy, more chocolate gelt and of course for 
the delicious latkes that my mother and the other shul ladies would make in our kitchen for 
our annual party.  I can still recall the aroma of frying oil and latkes, slightly burnt from being 
left too long in the warming oven. I can even recall the sounds of those days, of laughter and 
song, simple children’s Chanukah songs playing on our old record player (see, I’m dating 
myself).   

Although there are fewer menorahs right now, I still carry the minhagim forward with my own 
children. Not much has changed (my son Yonah’s menorah has a striking similarity to my 
own nursery school model). Yet to my children, the miracles of Chanukah are as alive as they 
were for me then and today. Each year at least one of the presents I give my children is the 
gift of music, and I encourage parents of my religious school students to check out some of 
these, including A.K.A. Pella’s Adaptation (www.akapella.net) or Neshama Carlebach’s 
newest release, One and One (www.CDbaby.com).  I have arranged a discount on the CDs I 
play from Edna at Inspiration Gallery in New Rochelle (www.inspirationgallery.com). Just 
call and tell them you are members of TBS and that your children are students of Cantor 
Shira’s. 

A couple years ago, I listened (OK, and danced along in my seat) to a wonderful Chanukah 
concert by Matisyahu, a 20-something-year-old ba’al t’shuva (a Jew who had strayed from 
Judaism but has returned) who uses reggae and beat-boxing to express the dreams and visions 
of his generation. This season, I cannot help but think that these mainstream Jewish artists, 
their presence and music, serve as great miracles in and of themselves. Through the universal 
language of music, artists like Neshama, Matisyahu and so many others, bring people together 
of all faiths by singing a message that is, in essence, the shining inner light of their neshamot 
(souls).  At such a turbulent economic, political and social time, it is amazing to be present 
and witness to the spreading of their own honest, spiritual  and in some ways, miraculous 
light.   

My dear friend Neshama Carlebach’s music has been heard by people living all over the 
world. She carried on her father’s legacy (Reb. Shlomo Carlebach z”l) and even broadened the 
base for what spirituality means to music. You can download their material from iTunes. God 
has advanced into the digital age and I for one, am grateful for this.   

Regardless of religious affiliation, most artists will tell you that creative force is a special type 
of divinity that moves through them. Matisyahu, A.K.A. Pella and Neshama Carlebach simply 
seek to serve as a conduit for the messages of peace and unity that flow through them, in 
hopes to improve the world, by sharing their music, without letting ego or worldly desires  

 

interfere in that communication. They are 
sharing their inner light. 

I too will share my inner light through song 
with the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra at 
their holiday concert in December. I am 
honored to have been asked and to repre-
sent our faith in these concerts.  It is ironic 
(or besherte) that my last four symphonic 
gigs have all been centered around themes 
of either ecumenical holiday concerts or, in 
one case (my debut in Innsbruck, Austria), 
in  performing a cantata with full orchestra 
and chorus at an international conference 
on spirituality. 

I believe each of us has our inner lights and 
if we are in touch with them, they can illu-
minate our dreams, our inner yearnings, 
our true spiritual selves . . . and therefore 
create a better world. 

My Grandmother, of whom I often speak 
and write, had such a shining neshama that 
it truly served as a beacon of light and love 
in my life.  As I recall her memory, I 
would like to close with a poem that she 
wrote about the miracle of Chanukah. 

Chanukah and the Expanding Universe 

And still, like children in enormous dark 

Seeking signs along forbidden trails 

They blow to life faith’s dying spark 

By telling the old heroic tales 

Then men saw miracles in a bit of light 

That lasted, through God’s gift, another 

night 

Now through a skepticism that blinds  

and bars 

They cannot see miracles in the birth of 

stars 

My Chanukah wish for you: May our own 
inner sparks of godliness lend light to our 
vision so that we may always see the 
dreams that illuminate our hearts. 

Chag Urim Sameach! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantor Shira 

Cantor’s Notes 
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A f t e r  t h e 

w o n d e r f u l 

participation by our 

students during the 

High Holiday services, 

we are gearing up for many more 

exciting activities with our Hebrew 

School students and their families over 

the next few months. A special round 

of thanks to Cantor Shira for working 

so hard with the boys and girls for 

their role on the bimah, to all the 

teachers who helped with our Jr. 

Congregation services and especially 

to our former student and teacher 

Marcia Stiman-Lavian for taking on 

the task of leading Jr. Congregation so 

ably on Rosh Hashanah. 

 

The sight of the succah on the front 

lawn was incredible as we displayed 

the student’s creativity in all the 

decorations they made. Our lulav 

shake program was awesome as 

always - the boys and girls learned to 

shake the lulav as well as how to make 

a “lulav shake”.  Their theatrical 

talents were equally recognized when 

we acted out sedre scenes on Simchat 

Torah. 

 

Rabbi Zucker is diving right in, 

helping to prepare our b’nai mitzvah 

TBS HEBREW SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Ilana Hayah Rahel Vatkin 
08 November 2008 

I lana Vatkin is a charming 
young lady who has taken her 
studies at Temple Beth 
Shalom very seriously. She is 
in eighth grade at George 

Fischer School in Carmel and says Spanish 
is her favorite subject. But what truly sets 
Ilana apart is her love for music. She plays 
guitar and piano, and has starred in several 
plays, including Fiddler on the Roof, when 
she attended French Woods, a music and 
arts camp. 
  

Music is not her only passion. Ilana also 
enjoys cooking and ice skating, and most of 
all, shopping. In addition, her love for 
animals has been nurtured through her own 
family’s pet collection: a dog, bird, gecko 
and guinea pig, to name but a few. 

Ilana’s parents, Lois and Leo, are proud of 
their daughter’s accomplishments and look 
forward to her Torah reading in parashat 
Lech L’cha. She has three siblings: Will 
who is 16 years old, Dylan 12, and Esther 
8. Her Mitzvah project was a Hey Class 
group effort to collect food for the local 
food pantry.  

What is most exciting of all for our Temple 
family, Ilana looks forward to being a part 
of our youth group USY. 

   
Yasher Koach, Ilana. 

  
 

students and facilitating the year’s 

first family education program with 

the Gimmel class students and their 

parents.  Everyone is invited to 

join the Bet class for Shabbat 

dinner on November 7th.  Not 

only will they be helping to lead the 

Family Service, but with the help of 

Leslie Raffo, they are preparing 

some of  the  desser ts  for  

the oneg that follows. 

 

Our Gesher and Mechina classes 

finally got into full swing on 

Wednesdays and we are excited to 

welcome so many new students 

through our doors. Their Family 

Service and Shabbat dinner 

(along with our Gan class of 

kindergarteners) is on the calendar 

for December 5th and is always a 

treat!   Dalet Family Ed is on Nov 

9th just before our Hebrew School 

Book Fair.  Come and check out 

the huge number of books with a 

positively Jewish flavor from 

December 10 -14th.  Be on the  

l o o k  o u t  f o r  e m a i l  a n d 

 flyers about our Chanukah 

celebration on December 21st. 

Carol, 

Carol Zager, Principal 

                  B’nai Mitzvah Hebrew School News 

Bet Class Family  
 Dinner &Service 

Friday, November 7 
 

Gan, Gesher & Mechina  
 Class Family Dinner & Service 

Friday, December 5 
 

Dinner begins at 6:15 pm 
Services begin at 7:45 pm  

NOVEMBER 
2 Hebrew School, 9am 
 Mishpachah, 11am 
7 Bet Class Family Dinner & Service 
 Dinner 6:15, Service 7:45  
9 Hebrew School, 9am 
 Dalet Family Education, 9-12 
15 Jr. Congregation, 10:30-12 
 Hey Class, Lunch & Learn 
16 NO SCHOOL, Teacher Training day 
21 Tot Shabbat, 7 pm 
26 NO SCHOOL, Happy Thanksgiving 
30 NO SCHOOL 

DECEMBER 
5 Gan, Gesher Mechina Class   
 Family Dinner & Service
 Dinner 6:15, Service 7:45 
7 Hebrew School, 9am 
 Mishpachah 11-12 
13 Jr. Congregation, 10:30-12 
14 Hebrew School, 9am 
 Bet Family Education, 9-12 
19 Tot Shabbat, 7 pm 
21 Hanukkah Celebration  
24 NO SCHOOL 
28 NO SCHOOL 
31 NO SCHOOL 



HESHVAN-KISLEV-TEVET 5769                         TEMPLE TIMES                                                                             PAGE 7  

abbi Daniel M. Zucker gradu-

ated from the University of 

California in Berkeley, with a 

BA degree in Archaeology of the 

Near East. After 2½ years post-

graduate archaeological research in 

Israel, he continued for a MA in 

Hebrew Literature at the Hebrew 

Union College-Jewish Institute of 

Religion in Los Angeles, and re-

ceived rabbinic ordination at HUC-

JIR in Cincinnati in 1978. 

For three decades Rabbi Zucker has actively participated in 

human rights concerns, beginning in the 1970s protesting the 

oppression of Soviet and Ethiopian Jewries and continuing 

today via the education of world leaders on the need for 

maintaining democratic institutions in the Middle East. As 

international president of the American Rabbinic Network for 

Ethiopian Jewry, in 1990 he negotiated the successful release 

to Israel of 150 Ethiopian Jewish prisoners of conscience and 

continued his support by lobbying in Israel for their success-

ful integration. In 1991-2 Rabbi Zucker raised thousands of 

dollars for the ransom and rescue of Syrian Jews who had 

been held captive by the oppressive Baathist regime of Da-

mascus. He has raised funds for the anti-slavery movement in 

the Sudan and has spoken forcefully of the crisis in Darfur. 

Disturbed by the plight of Jewish refugees from revolutionary 

Iran, he assisted them in their quest for asylum in this coun-

try. Three years ago, he founded and currently chairs a grass-

roots organization named Americans for Democracy in the 

Middle-East (ADME), which teaches the American public 

and especially elected federal officials of the dangers posed 

by Islamist radical fundamentalism.  Rabbi Zucker has chaired 

briefings on Iran in the U.S. House of Representatives and the 

U.S. Senate. He has been invited to address several national 

and international Iranian democracy congresses, and numer-

ous of his speeches have been broadcast via satellite into Iraq 

and Iran. The author of over 50 articles on the Middle East, 

Rabbi Zucker also serves on the Board of Counselors of the 

National Coalition of Pro-Democracy Advocates (NCPDA), a 

group of Iranian-American scholars and intellectuals promot-

ing democracy, human rights, and social-economic justice in 

Iran. 

Rabbi Zucker’s background is 

filled with incredible facts. The son 

and brother of rabbis, he can actu-

ally trace his American ancestry to 

1849 and family history to 1698. 

But with the outbreak of the Civil 

War, his great-great-grandfather 

chose to return to Germany rather 

than send his 8 sons into the Union 

army. Unfortunately, that decision 

cost the lives of much of his family 

when the Holocaust developed in 

the next century. His father, a well 

respected liberal rabbi practicing in San Leandro, California, 

was his most inspirational mentor. The senior Rabbi Zucker, 

a noted historian and keen observer of the human condition, 

trained him in rabbinical ways long before our Rabbi Zucker 

chose the rabbinate. “My father once told me, a 45-minute 

speech is actually three 15-minute ones.” 

Rabbi Zucker and family spent the last nine years in Long 

Beach, Long Island. Before moving to our community Rabbi 

Zucker chaired the Hebrew Department at the C. W. Post 

Campus of Long Island University, and he served the last two 

years as rabbi-chaplain for the Jewish Community Housing 

Corporation at the Lester Senior Housing Center in Whip-

pany, NJ. “Those wonderful, sweet people miss us terribly, 

and we them,” said the rebbitzen, tears welling in her eyes. 

She and the Rabbi met through a mutual friend while Elena 

was visiting Los Angeles from her native Mexico City, eight-

een years ago. “If it wasn’t love at first sight, it was the next 

closest thing—we became engaged after only a month.” 

Their daughter Rahel is enrolled in tenth grade at Mahopac 

High School. With a passion for fashion and art, her current 

plans are to become a fashion designer. Rabbi’s 29-year old 

daughter Yehudit is an interior designer and licensed general 

contractor in Southern California and is CEO of “Zucker De-

signs.” Elena’s 22-year old daughter Fortine is a communica-

tions specialist for Long Beach Medical Center on Long Is-

land. She is the proud mother of the Zuckers’ 2½-year old 

grandson, Amiel Mordehai.  

R 

Meet the Zuckers 

The Zuckers, from left to right, Yehudit, Rahel,  
Elena & Rabbi Daniel Zucker. 
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                        Hanukkah—The Festival of Lights  

he story of Hanukkah begins with the Greek conquest of Middle Eastern countries such as Syria, 

Egypt and Judea (Israel). During the rule of Alexander the Great, those living in the conquered 

lands were allowed to practice their own religion and mostly govern themselves. But as new rul-

ers took power, Hellenistic restrictions became increasingly imposed. When Antiochus IV, also 

known as Epiphanes (‘God on Earth’), became the Greek king of Syria (175-163 B.C.E.), he removed the 

Kohanim (high priests) from the Holy Temple in Jerusalem and ordered the Jewish people to assimilate into 

Grecian society, which included worshiping the pagan god Zeus. While some Jews obeyed, others, known as 

the Maccabees, resisted. Hanukkah commemorates the bravery of that minority who fought for the right to 

worship God freely.  

The name Hanukkah has two meanings. The first is ‘dedication,’ to remind us of the heroism of the Macca-

bees who, after three years of rebellion, ‘rededicated’ the Holy Temple around 165 B.C.E. The second defini-

tion divides the word into two parts: Hanu meaning ‘they rested,’ and kkah standing for the numerical value 

)ה .or 25. Hanukkah begins on the 25th of Kislev *(כ” * כ =  20+ה=5 .  
 

 History  

THE HANUKKAH BLESSINGS 
Baruח* Atah Adonai    Eloheinu Meleח  Ha-olam     

Asher K’dshanu b’mitzvo-tav V’tzi-vanu    

  l’hadlik ner shel חanukkah. 

Blessed are You, Lord Our God, King of the Universe,   
Who has commanded us to kindle the  חanukkah light. 

 
Baruח Atah Adonai    Eloheinu Meleח  Ha-olam     

sheh-asa nee-seem la’avotay-nu 

 Ba-ya-meem ha-haym baz-man ha-zeh. 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe,  
Who made miracles for our forefathers in those days. 

 
Baruח Atah Adonai    Eloheinu Meleח  Ha-olam    

 

 she-heh-חeh-yahnu   v’kee-y’manu    

 v’hee-gee-ahnu    lazmon ha-zeh. 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe,  
Who gave us life and brought us to this season. 

(first night only) 
 

 

 

*The use of  above represents a Hebrew sound without an English  ח
equivalent; it does not reflect the actual letter spelling of the Hebrew 
word. 

Hanukkah  
candles 

must burn 
for at 

least 30  
minutes  

after  
nightfall 

(when  
3 stars 

become 
visible). 

Hanukkah  

FACT 

the 

DREIDEL GAME 

Nais Gadol Hayah Sham (Po) 

A  Great Miracle Happened There 

Players  
 each put 
 one “gelt” 

 in the center (the pot). The dreidel is passed clockwise 
and spun. When the pot is empty, players must again put 
one “gelt” in the pot, until only one gelt-rich person is left. 

 

NAIS 
Miracle 

 נ

Nun 
NONE 
Spinner 

gets 
nothing 

GADOL 
Great 

 ג
Gimel 

GET ALL 
Spinner 

gets whole 
pot 

HAYAH 
Happened 

 ה
Hey 

HALF 
Spinner 
gets half 
the pot 

SHAM 
There 

 ש
Shin 
PAY 

Spinner 
pays one 
to the pot 

PO 
Here 

 פ
Pey 
Pay 

Replaces 
the shin  
in Israel 
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CASE TBS-5769-1  
The case of REBECCA (plaintiff) v.  

ZACHARY (defendant) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I n Hebrew School, Rebecca’s teacher explained to the class that it is a mitz-

vah (commandment) to “advertise the miracle” of Hanukkah. “One way to 

accomplish this,” she told the class, “is to display your Hanukkiah in the window 

so that people will ask questions so that you can then tell the story.” Rebecca told 

her parents of the mitzvah and her father suggested that they could build a huge 

oil-burning Hanukkiah for their front lawn. They worked all week, and one hour before sunset, they were 

finally done. How proud they both were with their creation. But when they moved it to the front lawn, it  

didn’t fit! It was so wide, the shamash candle hung over the sidewalk. Because Hanukkah was about to start, 

Rebecca’s father decided they would light the candle anyway, and tomorrow they would try to adjust the size.  
 

Zachary was carrying Hanukkah/birthday balloons for his grandmother, when he came across the Hanukkiah 

blocking the sidewalk. He stepped into the street to walk around the burning candle. At that moment, a car 

whizzed by, and the breeze from the car blew Zach’s balloons into the shamash candle, exploding them into 

flames. Sparks from the ribbon flew everywhere, one landing on Oreo’s doghouse. Suddenly the roof of the 

doghouse caught fire. It was horrible. When the fire was out and the firemen left, Rebecca’s parents were 

angry and insisted that Zach was responsible for rebuilding Oreo’s doghouse. Zach disagreed. He said it  

wasn’t his fault, that the passing car blew his balloons into the Hanukkiah, that the Hanukkiah was the danger 

because it blocked a public sidewalk, forcing him to have to walk in the street! In fact, he was lucky to be 

alive.  

                                                                            

  Rebecca’s parents brought charges against Zachary in TBS Family Court.  

How will the judges rule? 

Who do you think is responsible for  

rebuilding Oreo’s doghouse? We’d like to know! 

Email your vote to: 

 newsletter@tbsmahopac.org 

OREOOREO  

BS Family Court 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
1 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30 am 
 

2 
SCRIP ORDERS DUE 
 

Hebrew School, 
9am-12:15pm 
Men’s Club Brkfst, 9:30  
Mishpachah, 11am 

Fundraising   
Com. Mtg, 11:15am 
 

USY Exec. Board  
Mtg, 6:30pm 

3 
House & 
Grounds Mtg, 
7:30pm 
 
Membership 
Mtg, 7:30pm 

4 
Election Day 
 

 5 
Hebrew School -  
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 
 

 6 
Sisterhood Mtg –
Paid Up 
Dinner,7:00pm 

7 
Bet Family 
Dinner, 6:15pm 
 
Family Service 
7:45pm 

 8 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
Ilana Vatkin, 
Bat Mitzvah 
 
Hochberg’s Movie 
Night, “Focus,” 
7pm 

9    
70th Anniversary 
Kristallnacht 
 
Hebrew School, 
9am-12:15pm 
 

Dalet Family Ed 
9am-12pm 
 

USY Mtg, 6pm 

10 
 
 
 
Holocaust Class, 
7:00-9:00pm 

 11 
 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7:00-9:00pm 

12 
Hebrew School, 
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Mideast News, 
7:30-9:00pm 
 

Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 
 

13  
 
 
 
School Board 
Mtg, 7:00 pm 
 

14     
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15pm 

15 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 

Jr. Congregation, 
10:30am-12pm 
 

Hey Class Lunch 
& Learn 

16 
SCRIP ORDERS DUE 
 

NO Hebrew School,   
Teacher Training 
 

USY Defensive  Driving 
Course, 9am-3pm 
 

17 
 
 
 
Holocaust Class, 
7:00-9:00pm 

18 
 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7:00-9:00pm 
 
Choir Practice, 
7:30pm 

19 
Hebrew School, 
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

20 
 
 
 

Board Mtg., 
7:00pm  

 21 
Tot Shabbat, 
7pm  
 
USY Shabbat 
Service, 8:15pm 
 
 

22 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 
 
Sisterhood 
Havdallah 
Dinner and A 
Movie, 7:00pm 

23 
HOLIDAY FAIR, 
9am-3pm 
Hebrew School, 
9am-12:15pm 
Ecumenical Service, 
7:30pm 
 

30  
NO Hebrew School 

24 
 
 
 
 
Holocaust Class, 
7:00-9:00pm 

25 
 
 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7:00-9:00pm 

26 
NO Hebrew 
School 

 27 
TBS Office 
Closed 
HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING! 
 

28 
TBS Office 
Closed 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15pm 
 

29 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 
 
 

 

               

             A    Closer Look -  Hanukkah Candle Lighting 

The House of (Beit) Shammai and House of (Beit) Hillel disagreed about 

how to light Hanukkah candles. Shammai’s rule was to light all eight can-

dles on the first night, and each day thereafter, light one less. Hillel’s rule 

was to start with one candle, and increase by one each night.  
 

We follow Beit Hillel’s preference today. 

USY FALL KINNUS at Bet Torah, in Mt. Kisco 

Candles are  
placed into the  
Hanukkiah from right to left. 

5th Night 

Candles are lit, 
starting with the newest  

candle, from left to right. 

8th Night 

Congregational 
Mtg.., 7pm 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday                             
 
 
 

 

1 
House & Grounds Mtg, 
7:30pm 
 

Membership Mtg,  
7:30pm 
 

Holocaust Class,  
7:00-9:00pm 

 

2 
 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7:00-9:00pm 

 

3  
Hebrew School -  
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 

 

4 

 
Sisterhood  
Grab Bag, 
7:00pm 

 

5 
Gan, Gesher, 
Mechina Family 
Dinner, 6:15pm 
 

Family Service, 
7:45pm 

 

6 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 
 

7  
SCRIP ORDERS DUE 
 
Hebrew School, 
9am-12:15pm 
 
Mishpachah,  
11am-12pm 

8 
 
 
 
Holocaust Class, 
7:00-9:00pm 
 

9 
 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7:00-9:00pm 

10 
Hebrew School -  
4:15-6:30 pm 
 
Adult Hebrew 
Class, 7:30pm 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
School Board Mtg, 
7:00pm 
 
 

12 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  Service, 
8:15pm 
 
 

13 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 

Jr. Congregation, 
10:30am-12pm 
 
 

14   SCRIP DUE 
Hebrew School, 
9:am-12:15pm 
 

Bet Family Ed.  
9am-12pm 
 

Men’s Club 
9:30am 

15  

 
 
Holocaust Class, 
7:00-9:00pm 

16 
 
 
 
Intro to Judaism, 
7:00-9:00pm 

17 
Hebrew School, 
4:15-6:30pm 
 
Sephardic 
Holiday Cuisine,  
7:00--9:00pm 

18 
 
 
 
 
TBS Board Mtg, 
7:00pm 

19 
Tot Shabbat, 
7pm 
 

 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15pm 

20 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 

 

 
 
 

USY Hanukkah 
Party/Sleepover 

21 
 
Hebrew  
School 
Hanukkah 
Celebration 
 
 
Hanukkah Begins 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hanukkah Night 2 

23 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Hanukkah Night 3 

24 
No Hebrew 
School 
 
 
Office Closed 
 
Hanukkah Night 4 

25 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 
 
Hanukkah Night 5 
 
 

26 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  Service, 
8:15pm 
 
 
 
Hanukkah Night 6 
 
 

27 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30am 
 
 
 
 
Hanukkah Night 7 

28    
NO Hebrew 
School 
 
 
 
 
 
Hanukkah Night  8 

29 

 

 

Holocaust Class, 
7:00-9:00pm 

30 

 

31 
NO Hebrew 
School 
 
 
Office Closes  
at Noon 

   
 

 

MENORAH 

               

             A    Closer Look -  

The Hanukkiah has nine branches 
(eight and a shamash). Since one day 
is equal to the next, the eight branch-
es should be on an equal level. The 
only candle that must be set apart is 
the shamash or “serving” candle, the 
one used to light the others. 

The Menorah has seven 
branches. It was the can-
delabra used in the Holy 
Temple and is described  
in the Torah. A replica  
is constructed in front of  
the Knesset in Jerusalem. 

Menorah vs. Hanukkiah? 

C
an 
yo

HANUKKIAH 

TBS BOOK FAIR 

                   TBS BOOK FAIR 

Only events that were available at the time of 
publication were included. For a more cur-
rent listing, please check the online calendar 
at www.tbsmahopac.org.  



PAGE  12                                                                        TEMPLE TIMES                                   NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

Our Temple Family 
 
 ~Mi’sheberach ~  

Wishing a return to good health to 
those who are ill in our community  

 Leah Bat Sholmo              
Ve Ester 

Shelley Adler 
Jill Sanders-Demott 

Giselle Dollinger 
Marcus Fitz 

Charles Gassett 
Gordon C. Gladden 

Tristan Goc 
Mae Greenberg  

Ana Horn 
Sol Indig 

Kenneth Kaplan 
Marla Lance 

Helen Lichtman 
Clay Livingston 
Susan Livingston 
Dina Marterino 

 

Fannie Meyer 
John Morelli 
Bill Morrill 

Felice Plotnik 
Shirley Porter 

Vivian Rosenberg 
Robert Rubin 

Tom Ryan 
Joanne Sachs 
Angelo Senno 
Renate Stein 

Rosalee Steiner 
Yitzchak ben Sura  

Ethel Thomas 
Larry Ticker 

Charles Winterhalter 
Geri Winterhalter 

Megan Wood 

 

 

Thank you to... 

Naomi Weber and Sisterhood for their con-
tributions to USY; 

Susan Katz and Eric Perlman for their  do-
nations to USY; 

Drivers and helpers for the USY scavenger 
hunt. 

 
 

..to Diane Goldstein on the birth of a new 
grandson; 

...to Elaine and Bernie Jacobs on the birth 
of their new (and first) grandson, Andrew 
James Stowell, born to Allison (Jacobs) and 
Greg Stowell, on October 6. A mazel tov 
also to the proud parents and especially to 
BIG sister Hannah.  

 

Please note: Because of the lack of space, yasher 
koachs that have been already mentioned  in the 
newsletter, will not be included here.  

Jeff and Bernice Guest for once again orga-
nizing the daunting High Holy Day (HHD) 
cast of characters and to all those who par-
ticipated; 

Carol Zager and her helpers for organizing 
the babysitting and youth services;  

Josh Tuzman and Rabbi Zucker for their 
shofar prowess; 

Marlene Hochberg for organizing the HHD 
ushers and for keeping the Ne’ila’s family 
visits with the Torahs running smoothly; 

Jack Tessler, Ralph Horowitz, Marilyn 
Arsham, and Melissa Bellenchia with the 
Youth Choir for helping the Cantor and 
Rabbi in leading parts of the HHD service;  

Lynn Michaels for shlepping the Tallitot 
for dry cleaning, so that we could start the 
new year wearing fresh and clean prayer 
shawls; 

David Michaels for once again using his 
computer skills to produce the Book of 
Remembrance; 

Wendy Greenberg for making sure the 
sanctuary and bimah were cleaned and dec-
orated in the most tasteful holiday fashion; 

 

To Melody Weisman for overseeing the 
office for the HHD and in general;  

Miriam Yekutiel for planning the Food 
Pantry Drive and delivering the overflow-
ing collection of bags, with the help of  
Rabbi Zucker, Ron Arsham, Harry 
Weinberger and Billy; 

Marc Houslanger and Mrs. Green's for 
donating the bags for our Food Pantry 
Drive; 

Travis Scavone and his USY helpers for 
building a spacious Sukkah. 

Please let us know if we have omitted someone 
deserving a Yasher Koach and we will include 
them in the next issue. 

1 Jennie Chacon 
2 Rebecca Charkow 
 Mrs. Kjersten Lazar 
3 Kyle Coffey 
4 Dr. Debbie Lang 
5 Andrew Gorodess 
 David Schlem 
6 Robin Belsky 
8 Andrew Braman 
 Randy Fleischer 
9 Barry Plaut 
10 Denise Persampieri 
11 Dennis Bochichio 
12  Diane Houslanger 
14 Simon Begler 

14 Georgene Perlman 
 Matt Petrone 
15 Aaron Teplitsky 
 Hayley Weisman 
18 David Cohen 
 Dylan Love 
19 Michele Greenberg 
20  Alvin Rosenberg 
21 Jessica Gralla 
 Nicole Ann Koppel 
22 Joshua Solar-Doherty 
 Jonathan Tomback 
23 Dora Kravitz 
24 Ellen Dulberger 
 Max Goren 

25 Aimee Freundlich 
 Jessica Heather Reing 
26 Anita Bellenchia 
 Lawrence Kaiser 
 Michael Kwan 
27 Shea Hunter Belsky   
 Hannah Patrick 
 David Ranani 
28 Zila Koswener 
 Ashley Lathrop 
 Ilana Pollack 
29  Shlomo Lang 
30 Robin Kushner 

 

2 Travis Scavone 
 Harold Weinberger 
3  Jordan Feldman 
4 Heather Gorodess 
 Carole Toledano 
5  Mae Greenberg  
 Jennifer Winters 
 Miriam Yekutiel 
6 Scott Kaiser 
 Karen Kwan 
 Gary Schlem 
7 Kenneth Koswener 
8 Marshall Gralla 
9 Jerry Persampieri 
 Deborah Fern  
 Wagner 

10 David Rubin 
12 Jennifer Pallant 
 Mildred Posner 
13 Jesse Rothstein 
15 Richard A. Cohen 
16 Jonathan Tuzman 
17 Monica Scavone 
 Henny Schwarz 
 Steven Toovell 
18 Alexander Koswener 
 Jeremy Love 
 Rachel Teplitsky 
19 Rachel Kwan 
 Zachary Rubin 
 Jacquelyn Stochel 
23 Pearl Meyer   

23 Jonathan Oelsner 
24 Rachel Ashley 
 Ruth Simon 
25 Paul Hertz 
 Miriam Marritt 
 Jason Toovell 
26 Deborah Buckvar 
 Elaine Jacobs 
28 Howard Gershman 
29 Jonathan Schwartz 
30 Hayden Gutt 

Celebrating Birthdays in  
Our Community    

Yom Huledet Sameach 

 יומ הולדת סמח
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W hen the annual interfaith Holocaust remembrance 
takes place at Temple Beth Shalom this year, a family 

new to TBS may be in attendance. The evening service 
would have special meaning to the Stochels. Both Steve and 
Amy are children of Holocaust survivors. 

Steve and Amy are looking forward to gaining a connection 
with the synagogue community as their relationship with the 
congregation grows, and events like the Holocaust 
remembrance are sure to enhance that relationship. 

Steve, an auditor, and Amy, a registered dental hygienist, 
have lived in Yorktown Heights for about seven years, and 
they joined the temple in August. 

It seems like a warm, friendly place,” Amy said, and she 
looks forward to becoming more involved. 

With 8 1/2-year-old daughter Jacquelyn, better known as 
Jackie to her friends, already enrolled in Mrs. Piekes’ Aleph 
class, and Justin, almost 6, waiting in the ranks, the temple is 
sure to become an important part of the family’s activities, 
and Amy and Steve look forward to pitching in whenever 
possible. 

My family was especially active in my synagogue when I 
was “growing up,” Amy said. “This was something very 

important to my parents and left a special memory from my 
childhood.  

“I hope our involvement in TBS will allow Steve and me to 
provide Jackie and Justin with a similar love for Judaism,” 
she added. 

Amy shared some background on her family. 

“Jackie is in third grade at Crompond Elementary. Justin is 
in first grade at Mohansic Elementary. 

“Steve was born in Brooklyn, but moved to Israel with his 
family as a teenager. He lived in Israel for 10 years and 
served as a soldier there. His family still resides in Israel.” 

Asked about family interests, Amy offered some insights. 

“We love to travel. Steve loves the Dallas Cowboys. I love 
to bake. Jackie loves Webkins and making friends. Justin 
loves Pokemon and computers.” 

We welcome the Stochels to our temple family, and we hope 
that not only can we help spark that love for Judaism in the 
hearts and minds of Jackie and Justin, but also that we can 
make Steve see the light as well—and make him into a Jets 
or Giants fan.  

May your association with our congregation enrich your life. 

SPOTLIGHT ON NEW MEMBERS 
By Glenn Sapir 

Meet the Stochels of Yorktown! 

Open House at the Zuckers’ Sukkah 
The chilly air may have made the sukkah a bit nippy for sitting on Sunday, October 19, but inside the  

Zuckers’ home, gracious hospitality and warm friendships filled the air. 
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great present awaits you. No, the greatest present.                    

Usually, when you receive a present, it is delivered inside 

something. You have to tear away the protective wrapping 

or box, to get what is inside.  With the gift of Kabbalah, it is 

the reverse: You are inside the box and you have to break 

through the wrapper to get to the present outside. With the 

traditional gift inside the box, once you get in and find it, it 

is finite – a pen, a watch,  a piece of jewelry.  You have gone 

into the box, found the present, and that’s it.  

With Kabbalah, once you break out of the 

wrapping and free yourself, the gift is absolutely   

I   N   F   I   N  I  T   E.  It just keeps going  –  on 

and on and on.  Of course, you may not want to 

stay “out there.”  You may miss your 

comfortable moorings of logic and sensation, and 

even your loved ones.  The beauty of Kabbalah is 

that you have the control to return anytime you 

will it.  You can climb back into the box and put 

the wrappings back on until the next time you 

want to travel the Universe and see if you can 

decipher G-d’s code.  

Every time I attend a lecture on Kabbalah, I come away 

asking, “Why did I spend two hours here?” References to 

names like Isaac Luria, Sfat, Gershon Scholem, the Zohar 

and R. Shimon Ben Yohai would leave me with more 

questions than answers. Kabbalah is not a thing, not a noun.  

Its essence is of action, the verb for receive/receiving, as in 

Kabbalat Shabbat, or receiving (welcoming) the Sabbath. 

So, if we are talking about reception, what is it we hope to 

receive?    

In the early 70s, Graham Nash of Crosby, Stills, Nash and 

Young wrote lyrics for the song Teach your Children, which 

went like this: “You, who are on the road, must have a code, 

that you can live by.” What’s the code?  Do you have it? If 

you think you do, how do you know if it is THE code?  

What is received Kabbalistically is energy, energy loaded 

with an informational ‘code’ (like the MATRIX). There 

really isn’t a book or program you can buy to break the 

code, and understand its information, because you yourself 

are the decoding device. You didn’t know that? That is the 

glory of being human and having the most powerful cerebral 

cortex of anything known in the Universe. Your Big Brain is 

the decoding device, but not the part of your brain you use to 

function in the world, your scientific practical brain. The 

real decoder lies within a much more hidden cortex.  

In order to get along in the world, we predominately use the 

‘thinking’ part of our brain, logical thinking.  We don’t go 

outside in the snow in our bare feet.  We don’t 

drive at 120 miles an hour.  We need to work, so 

that we can earn money for food and shelter, to 

survive.  We need gas in the car to get to 

synagogue on Shabbat.  It’s all logical, and it 

works.  We use our brains mostly for our survival 

and sometimes entertainment.  But our brains 

have other functions too. Like interpreting 

sensations.  It tells us what is going on around us 

and inside us.  Is it night? Are we hungry?  Is a 

splinter sticking us in the foot?  That man is 

talking to me.  If you “think” about it, there are a 

gazillion sensations going on within us every 

second. Multiply that by the number of seconds in 24 hours 

and you can appreciate how busy our brains are, just with 

sensations alone. Maybe you are beginning to consider that 

you have a really big brain.  I think it is incredible, for 

example, that people can tie an apron bow behind their 

backs without looking!  How do we do that?  

The Intuitive function of the brain, when used with the other 

areas, can help us access the ‘code.’ I don’t really know 

what the Intuitive part actually does because whatever it is, 

it is not known until it is processed through the Thinking 

part. For example, our friend Albert Einstein had an 

inclination, a suspicion, inkling, urge, an intuition that 

Newton’s theory of gravity could not account for how the 

Universe hangs together. So he kept intuiting this 

information and feeding it to the thinking part of his brain, 

the part that could make (logical) mathematical formulas. If 

he had tried to explain to anyone his intuitive theories, that 

Newton was wrong, he probably would have been labeled as 

crazy. Man relies on logic to keep things on track. 

Conttinued on following page 

Kabbalah Series 

An original series on the principles of Kabbalah, by Honorable Allen Hochberg       ©October, 2008 Allen Hochberg   

Kabbalah  β Out of the Box, Part I  

A 
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Eventually, however, his persistence gave us the fourth dimension of TIME (that 

is, adding time to the height, width and depth of Space). His ultimate Space-Time 

continuum, confirmed by the guys who formulated the equations after Einstein’s 

death, was a much closer explanation for how the Universe hangs together. 

Einstein, named Person of the Twentieth Century, forever changed the way we 

understand the Universe.  

The next time you visit your favorite astrophysicist, ask her why the planet 

Mercury wobbles a little when it  gets to a certain place in its orbit around the sun.  

Our friend Sigmund Freud, in his own neurologist’s way, did the same thing with 

“discovering” the Unconscious, again forever changing the way we think about 

ourselves. 

 Coming back to Earth, why am I telling you all this?  Because underlying it all is 

Kabbalah. These guys transcended the confines of their usual ways of using their 

brains. They broke out of the box and gained access to the infinite energy outside 

the box, along with its coded information.  They processed this information with a 

brain no different from our own (well, maybe a little more intuitive or smarter), 

and startlingly changed the way humankind could or would ever see the world 

again. They did not realize that they were practicing Kabbalah.  They would tell 

you that they were doing Science.  But Science is only part, a small part, of 

Kabbalah, of receiving all the information-encoded energy floating out there.  The 

question is not, When will we know how to do it?  The question is, When will we 

be ready to know it?  When will we suspend our prejudices, beliefs and collective 

Egos (oops! there is Sigmund again) in order to clear the way?  The answer is: 

When we make ourselves ready.  When we can receive, we will receive. Getting 

ready is not difficult.  The discipline is spelled out in the Torah. It is exceedingly 

near to you, in your mouth and in your heart.   

I believe it was Abraham Joshua Heschel who was asked: “Where will Man find  

G-d?” and answered: “Wherever he lets Him in!”  You can see how that was a 

very Kabbalahistic answer, whether Heschel knew it or not. 

Stay tuned next time as we explore how Kabbalah not only predicted our current 

economic meltdown but can guide us through its turmoil. Until then, 

 Shalom,  

 Allen 
  Do you have questions about what you have read?  

Email them to newsletter@TBSMahopac.org. Please type “Kabbalah” in the subject line. 

Kabbalah Series 

SUGGESTED READING 
Kabbalah (Meridian)  
by Gershon Scholem  

During the Tannaic (Talmudic) period of 

Jewish history, one of the most famous 

Kabbalahistic texts, the  Zohar, was writ-

ten by Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, also 

known as Rashbi (80-160 C.E.).  It is told 

that, at this tumultuous period of Roman 

persecution, Rashbi hid for thirteen years 

with his son, Rabbi Elazar, in a cave and 

that it is during this time that his Kabbala-

histic inspiration solidified. Although not 

the earliest known text, the Zohar was by 

far the most comprehensive of its time. 

Because of its conceptual complexity, ac-

cess to the teachings of the sacred texts of 

the Zohar was restricted for centuries to a 

few select scholars, until the thirteenth 

century, when a leading Kabbalist in Spain, 

Rabbi Moshe de Leon, published its writ-

ings.   

The scholar, however, who is attributed the 

formulation of the comprehensive system 

of Kabbalah as we know it today is Rabbi 

Isaac Luria (1534-1572), also of Spain. 

Known as Arizal, an acronym for ‘The G-

dly Rabbi Isaac of Blessed Memory’, he 

clarified and organized the Zohar texts into 

a more explanatory and orderly fashion, 

with the help of his disciple Rabbi Chaim 

Vital. It is from these teachings, called the 

Kitvei Ari, or ‘writings of the Arizal’, that 

we learn of the Etz Chaim (Tree of Life). 

As Rabbi Chaim Vital wrote in the name of 

Arizal, “It is a Mitzvah to reveal this wis-

dom.”   

Reference: http://www.chabad.org/library  

Kabbalah  β Out of the Box, Part I, continued Historical Background 

About the Author 
Marlene and Allen Hochberg have been TBS members for 5 years. Allen is a 

NYS Family Court Magistrate who loves Kabbalah study.  

Food for ‘Thought’  
What is thought? Where does it come 
from, and where does it go?  And if ‘there 
are a gazillion sensations going on within 
us every second,’ how does  that three-and-
a-half-pound curlicued mass of grey matter 
in our skull handle all those messages?  
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n January 30, 1933, Adolf 

Hitler assumed power as 

Chancellor of Germany. Laws 

were adopted which discriminated 

between “Aryan” and “non-

Aryan,” resulting in the exclusion 

of Jews from military service and 

most public positions, including 

those with the press, radio, civil 

service, judicial, and medical cen-

ters. Jews suffered random acts of 

humiliationby the S.A. and S.S. 

(storm troops and elite troops of 

the Nazi Party), such as, cutting the 

beards of elderly Jews and forcing young Jewish women to scrub 

the streets.  

On April 1, 1933, guards blocked the entrances to Jewish-owned 

shops and offices, holding posters which read, “Don’t buy from 

Jews.” A numerus clausus, or quota system, was imposed on 

secondary schools and universities, as well as on the number of 

lawyers and doctors in practice. Jewish creative works were 

burned or censored.  

The “Nuremberg Laws,” enacted on September 15, 1935, left 

Jews stripped of legal defense. This legislation consisted of three 

laws, two of which had far-reaching effect on the Jews. The first, 

known as the “Reich Citizenship Law,” established that “only a 

person who has German or kindred blood and who proves by his 

conduct that he is willing and suited loyally to serve the German 

people and the Reich” could be considered a German citizen. As 

a result, Jews became second-class citizens. The second was the 

“Law for the Protection of German Blood and Honor,” which 

prohibited marriage and extramarital intercourse between Jews 

and people of German blood. It also forbade Jews to employ 

German women under the age of 45 for domestic work, to fly the 

German Reich flag or to display Reich colors.  

Faced with this rise in anti-Semitism, Jews reacted in different 

ways. Between the years 1933 and 1936, 170,000 Jews left Ger-

many, leaving their belongings for German government profit. 

Emigrants, however, encountered inflexible quota limitations 

and were refused entry into many countries, including British- 

controlled Palestine. As Germany’s Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Joachim von Ribbentrop wrote: “We all wanted to get rid of our 

Jews, but the difficulty lay in the fact that no country wished to 

receive them.” This was the scene 

until 1938.  

When the son of a refugee family, 

Herschel Grynszpan, who lived in 

Paris, heard of his parents’ condi-

tion, he set out on November 7, 

1938, to assassinate the German 

ambassador, but mistakenly shot 

an embassy official named Ernst 

vom Rath instead. The official’s 

death quickly became the incident 

Nazi hierarchy had been awaiting. 

Propaganda Minister Joseph Goeb-

bels gave the signal, approved by Hitler, in a telegram sent by 

Gestapo head Heinrich Muller to the police units: “Operations 

against Jews, in particularly against the synagogues, will com-

mence very soon throughout Germany. There must be no inter-

ference.” The pogrom was launched on November 9 in Germany 

and Austria, a day soon to become known as Kristallnacht (the 

Night of the Broken Glass).  

Hundreds of synagogues were set on fire. Jewish businesses and 

homes were looted and destroyed. Ninety-one Jews were mur-

dered, and between 25,000 and 30,000 were arrested and sent to 

concentration camps (Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald, and Da-

chau). Damage amounted to hundreds of millions of marks 

(German currency). Glass damage alone from businesses and 

homes was estimated at 24 million marks.  

When the pogrom was over, the Nazis intensified anti-Jewish 

measures. Jewish belongings and properties were appropriated. 

The Jewish community was fined one billion marks as an in-

demnity charge for the death of vom Rath. Money paid by in-

surance companies for the broken glass was confiscated, leaving 

the Jews to bear the costs of the damage. On November 12, 

1938, the Reich Ministry of Education expelled Jewish children 

who were still studying in German schools.  

As news of the Kristallnacht pogrom spread, Western countries 

and the Soviet Union increased their refugee quotas. Neverthe-

less, Nazis continued with their plans to eliminate the Jews of 

Europe. Anti-Jewish policy escalated as the next chapter began, 

the beginning of the Second World War, in September 1939.  

Be sure to check out Steve Nadelhaft’s classes on the Holocaust, 

beginning Mondays on November 10, from 7-9pm. 

Kristallnacht—The Night of Broken Glass 

This year marks the 70th anniversary of Kristallnacht. 

O 
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NEW CLASS 

Mideast News Review and  
Analysis*  
Weds: Begins Nov. 12,  
7:30-9pm 

Rabbi Zucker 
Class will meet once a month and will 
provide a news review of significant 
events and trends, especially as they 
involve or affect the State of Israel. 
This class will be open to the public 
and may occasionally be held in such 
public fora as the Mahopac Public 
Library. November’s session will in-
clude an initial analysis of the Ameri-
can elections as they impact the Mid-
dle East. Meet in the Sanctuary. 
 

The following websites are recommended for 
up-to-date news on Israel and the 
Middle East: 
www.jpost.com  
(The Jerusalem Post, Israel’s answer to the 
Washington Times);  

www.haaretz.com  
(Israel’s answer to the New York Times); 

www.israelnationalnews.com   
(Arutz Sheva‘—right wing Israeli news); 

www.israelinsider.com   
(center-right political commentary); 

www.iranfocus.com  
(independent coverage of Iran from anti-
regime view); 

www.metimes.com  
(Middle East Times, associated with the 
Washington Times). 

Limud—Adult Education   

NEW CLASS 
Holocaust 
Hitler Youth* 
Mon: 7-9pm 

Nov.10, 17 & 24  
and Dec. 1, 8, 15 & 29 
Steve  
Nadelhaft 
Steve will be kicking off our 70th Anni-
versary commemoration of Kristallnacht 
with an adult educational series on the 
Holocaust, using actual footage originally 
aired on the History Channel. The first 
class will examine Hitler Youth. Please 
join Steve as he reveals these dark hours 
of our history. 
 
NEW CLASS 

Introduction to Judaism:  
Everything We’ve Forgotten 
Since B’nai Mitzvah or Didn’t 
Learn the First Time* 
Tues: 7-9pm 
 

Nov.11, 18 & 25  and Dec. 2, 9, & 16 
Rabbi Zucker 
This class will run for 
18 weeks but will be 
divided into three 6-
week mini-mesters 
with semester breaks. 
We will examine 
Jewish history, belief and customs, life 
and holiday cycles, and the major texts of 
Jewish religious literature.  This class is 
based on one that Rabbi co-taught at the 
American Jewish University in Los Ange-
les. Class will begin in mid-November. 
Meet in the Sanctuary. 
 
Beginner’s  
Hebrew  
Class* 
Weds:  
7:30 pm 
Lynn  
Michaels  
Join Lynn as she teaches a beginners He-
brew class. Learn how to read as well as 
gain a vocabulary of basic words that will 
help increase your Judaic knowledge. 
Don't miss this great opportunity on 
Wednesday nights! 

A synagogue burns 
in Siegen, Germany, 

on November 10, 1938
(Kristallnacht). 

NAME____________________________ 

 

PHONE____________________________ 

AIPAC Delegate   

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Showcase 

Book Club 

Caring for the Sick 

Comedy Night 

Dinner/Dance 

Fashion model 

Food Pantry Drives 

Golf Outing 

Israel Trip 2009 

Koffee Klatch 

Kosher Meals on Wheels Delivery 

Las Vegas Night 

Lunch N Learn 

Maccabi Athlete Team (12-16 yrs) 

Minyan Support 

Mishloach Manot Coordinator (s) 

Mitzvah Day Coordinator 

Movie Nights 

New Member Mentorship 

Oneg/Kiddush/Meal Sponsor (s) 

Orchestra 

PreSchool Picture Book Club  

Purim Refreshments Coordinator 

Reporters/photographers 

Salute to Israel Parade 

Senior Transportation 

Service Participants 

Shabbat Dine-Around 

Tikkun Olam 

Town Parades 
 

Other: specify ______________________ 

NEW CLASS 

Sephardic  
Holiday Cuisine* 
Weds. Dec. 17,  
7-9pm 
Rabbi Zucker 
This class meets 
once per month. It is 
a “hands-on” class, so expect to get 
dirty and wear your grubbies. Our 
December class will examine Hanuk-
kah items including the Syrian 
“Atayef” and Mishmishiya”.  
Meet in the kitchen. 

*Please note all classes are subject to date, time changes and cancellations due to weather or other 
circumstances. Please contact the instructor if you have any questions. 

Looking for 
VOLUNTEERS 

Circle an event that interests you and 
drop the form in the Suggestion Box 

in the foyer. 
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SHOP EARLY!  
Avoid the STRESS! 

GREAT Selection of GIFTS! 
Delicious FOOD and RAFFLES! 

Lots of FUN! 

Temple Beth Shalom 

Temple Beth Shalom, 760 Route 6, Mahopac, NY 10541 

COME TO THE 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
9AM-3PM 

 

 

For more information contact Lisa Branca  

 phone: 914-962-3722 or  

email: brancaanthony@comcast.net 
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Calling ALL ATHLETIC TEENS! 

JCC MACCABI GAMES® 
The Largest Organized Sports Program for Jewish Teenagers in the World 

is coming to Westchester this Summer on August 16, 2009  
YOU can be a part – as a volunteer, athlete or host family.  Maccabean Olympic tryouts have already begun.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you have the Drive and the Talent, Don’t Sit Back. Be a Gold Medalist.  
The Memories you Build will Last a Lifetime. 

 

For additional information, visit http://www.westchestermaccabi.org/delegation/tryout.php.  
 

For team sports athletes must be between the ages of 13 and 16 as of July 31, 2009. 
For individual sports athletes must be between the ages of 12 and 16, as of July 31, 2009.  

Participants must have at least one Jewish parent.  

  TEAM SPORTS                 INDIVIDUAL SPORTS 
Boy’s & Girl's Basketball  Boy’s Baseball  Bowling   Golf  
Boy’s & Girl's Soccer   Boy’s In-line Hockey Swimming Dance 
Girl’s Volleyball      Tennis  Table Tennis 

Ingredients 

1  cup flour  2 cups matzo meal  

1 1/2 tsp baking powder 1/3 cup milk 

1/2 cup sugar  1 tsp vanilla 

1/4 cup Crisco or butter f.g. salt 

Instructions  

Preheat oven to 350.   

Grease one loaf pan. 
 

Sift flour; add baking powder, salt and sift three 
more times.  

Cream the butter, add sugar. 

Add the lightly beaten egg, beat all together thor-
oughly.  

Add the sifted dry ingredients, alternating with the 
milk.  

Add flavoring. 

Pour into loaf pan. 

Bake for 30-40 minutes.   

    osher  osherּכּכ  ooking  ookingּכּכ

 indelachtindelachtּקּק

for thefor the     

TBS Mamala’s Momma’s TBS Mamala’s Momma’s   
1924 Feather Cake1924 Feather Cake  
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The FUNDRAISING  
Committee                       
Marc Houslanger, Chair 
 
 

NEW! The Hanukkah Dreidel Fund 
HANUKKAH GIFT FOR THE SYNAGOGUE 
We are adding a new DREIDEL Fund for members to donate 
towards a Hanukkah gift for the synagogue. This year the fund 
will be replacing the six old BIMA chairs. Donations are $18 for 
singles, $36 for families, with increments accordingly. Contribu-
tors will receive a “TBS  Dreidel.” 

The Bar/Bat Mitzvah Showcase & Fashion Show  
returns to Colonial Terrace (Cortlandt Manor) on March 15.  
Details to come. 

2nd Annual Golf Outing/Silent Auction  
is being scheduled in May. Details to come. 

VOTE FOR YOUR APRIL PREFERENCE 
Which do you prefer?  

Comedy Night, Las Vegas Night or Dinner/Dance.  
 

Email your choice to:  
office@TBSMahopac.org 

 place FUNDRAISING on the subject line.  
  

Please SUPPORT our fundraisers and events.  

Committee and Board News 

The RITUAL  
Committee                           
Jeff Guest, chair 

W hat exactly does our Ritual Committee 
do? Most of you know us as the group that 
helps make services run smoothly on the High Holy Days. This, 
in fact, is one of our most important functions.  In coordination 
with the President and Rabbi, we assign honors to members who 
have been involved in the many facets of our Temple life. Are 
we perfect? Unfortunately, no. We sometimes miss someone, or 
make another mistake.  For this I will take the responsibility, and 
say an extra al het next year. 

I thank all who helped our High Holy Day services run smoothly 
– service leaders, Torah and Haftarah readers, ushers, ticket 
takers, babysitters, Junior Congregation leaders (thank you for 
organizing this, Mrs. Zager), choir and of course, Rabbi 
Zucker and Cantor Shira. 

Since this is OUR Temple (not just mine), I would like to solicit 
comments from the entire congregation concerning what you 
liked and disliked about our High Holy Day services and how 
you think OUR services can be enhanced.  Please send  e-mail 
responses to RitualCommittee@tbsmahopac.org or other written 
responses to me care of the Temple office.  All suggestions will 
be considered.  
 

Shana Tova. 

 

Double or Triple Your Donation FREE! 

T he famous town of Chelm was known for its magical 

stories. Well move over, citizens of Chelm, because 

WE have discovered the magic that beats all - how to 

grow real money! Well, maybe not literally, but your 

$100 donation could double or triple without any expense 

to you. It’s so easy. And free. And it is a gift from your 

employer to you. Call your Human Resources Department 

or Community Relations office and ask about your com-

pany’s MATCHING FUNDS program. Some companies 

do not match donations to religious organizations, but 

some do. Make that one phone call.  We appreciate your 

effort!  

Let us know if your company matched your donation and 

we will shout-out to them in the next issue. Keep your 

money growing with us. Have a great 

2009! 

Special thanks to Barry Plaut, 2nd Vice 

President, for bringing this valuable 

information to our readers. 

 JOIN THE 

Do you enjoy… 

 Meeting new people?   

 Spreading the word about  
our wonderful community?  

  Planning events?  

 Brainstorming new ideas?  

Then contact us at  
membership@TBSMahopac.org  

or call 845-628-6133 

Membership Committee! 
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Committee and Board News 

The MEMBERSHIP Committee, Ann Rubin, chair 

 Rabbi Zucker Installation and New Member Dinner 

I t has been a very busy summer for the House and Grounds 

committee. Vartel Construction Company repaired the 

Rabbi’s house and refurbished our Ark. Many thanks to the 

Kalevs for the excellent condition they left the house - it made 

our job much easier. The Ark curtain was completed by Maho-

pac Upholstery, and I thank Jean, Ro and Rabbi Kalev for their 

help selecting the fabric. Bob and Peter Fullerton power-

washed the Rabbi’s house, cleaned the carpets at both the 

Rabbi’s house and Sanctuary, and cleaned the Sanctuary’s up-

holstery and windows.  I thank Joel Greenberg for coordinating 

the work in both the Rabbi’s residence and the Temple so that 

everything was completed  in a timely manner. 

Thanks also to Barry Plaut and Ira Weisman for cleaning the 

Temple garages. And to our custodian, Billy Hughes, for clean-

ing, painting, even coming in on his days off to make sure that 

everything was ready. We are truly fortunate to have him as 

part of our Temple staff! 

Melody Weisman, Leslie Raffo, and I cleaned and organized 

both the dairy and meat kitchens. Their help was invaluable. 

Thank you, lovely ladies. 

Two six-foot benches for the lobby have been ordered, a gift 

from our fellow congregant and member of the House and 

Grounds committee, Lloyd Shulman. Thank you, Lloyd, for 

your ongoing generosity and support. 

                                      Thank you,  

                              Wendy 

A  special Shabbat dinner and service was held on Friday 
night, October 17th, to officially welcome Rabbi Zucker 

and his family, as well as our other new members, to the TBS 
“family.”  

The evening began with a lovely dinner sponsored by the Mem-
bership Committee and organized by the “Dinner Sub-
committee” chaired by Gail Freundlich. Gail, along with Mel-
ody Weisman and Wendy Greenberg, planned a delicious meal 
catered by “Food is Good.” 

A number of local dignitaries and clergy joined the festivities 
and said a few words of welcome to Rabbi Zucker. Deputy-
County Executive John Tully, County District Attorney Adam 
Levy, Carmel Town Supervisor Kenneth Schmitt, Putnam 
County Undersheriff Peter Convery, Town Councilman Car-
mine DiBattista and Fire Chief James Grundman all spoke. 

The dinner also served to welcome our new member families. 
Those in attendance, aside from the Zuckers, included Harold 
Weinberger of Mahopac, Neil and Abbie Avellino and their two 
children of Holmes, and Amy and Steve Stochel and their two 
children of Yorktown Heights. New members received wel-
come baskets with some Shabbat and Chanukah goodies as well 
as a beautiful book of Israeli paintings donated by Sharon 
Gunzberg. 

After dinner, the group of 160 congregants and invited guests 
moved to the sanctuary for Shabbat services. During the ser-
vice, our first special speaker was State Senator Vincent 
Leibell. He warmly welcomed the Rabbi, joking that Putnam 
County was his favorite county in the state. The local clergy 

followed with beautiful words to the Rabbi and his family and 
reinforced how lucky we are to have such wonderful neighbors. 
Reverend Ken Mast of First Presbyterian, Reverend Claudia 
Wilson of the Episcopalian Church of the Holy Communion 
and Deacon John Scarfi of St. John’s Catholic Church all spoke 
and touched not only Rabbi Zucker but also the entire congre-
gation with their warmth and sincerity. 

Our last speakers, Sisterhood President Lynn Michaels, Men’s 
Club President Joel Greenberg and USY President Travis Sca-
vone were introduced by First Vice President Steve Bettman to 
welcome the Rabbi. They were unanimous in expressing that 
the Rabbi would have something unique and special to offer all 
TBS organizations. 

Lastly, the official installation was recited by the Rabbi, Presi-
dent Ron Arsham and the congregation. The events closed with 
a gift presented by Melody Weisman, a song sung by Cantor 
Shira and an address from our newly installed Rabbi. 

Special thanks go to David Michaels for creating and printing 
the evening’s program, to Ro and Jean for helping with the 
invitations and other details to Billy for all his assistance, to 
Frank at Maple Grove Farms (Route 6) for his generous dona-
tion of our floral centerpieces, and to Beth and Michael Ga-
relick from Food is Good (Route 6) for providing such a delec-
table meal. 

Once again, we welcome Rabbi Zucker, his family, and all our 
new members, and we hope everyone enjoys all the upcoming 
events and activities! 

The HOUSE & GROUNDS Committee, Wendy Greenberg, chair 
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Club News 

A MESSAGE from 
the MEN’S CLUB 

I hope that all of you enjoyed the high holy day services. Rabbi Zucker and Cantor Shira did an out-
standing job conducting the services.  The Rabbi’s sermons certainly gave us food for thought and 

the Cantor’s chanting of the various prayers was excellent. Kudos also to 
both the adult and children’s choir. They added another dimension to the 
services. Cantor Shira did a wonderful job in leading the choirs. 
 

At our last breakfast, Rabbi Zucker was our guest speaker and gave us much 
insight into the meaning of the holiday services.  We had a nice turnout and the question and answer 
period was most informative.  
  

Our next breakfast will be held on Sunday, November 2, 2008 at 9:30am. We will be having our annual candidates forum 

so please make every effort to attend. I regret that McCain/Palin and Obama/Biden have turned down my invitation to debate. 

However, even though they will not be at our Candidates’ Forum, please be sure to vote on Tuesday, November 4, 2008.                     
                                                                                           

                                                                            Shalom, 

                                             Joel 
                                                                          Joel Greenberg, Men’s Club President 

A MESSAGE  
from HAZAK 

 
 

 
 
hanna Tova to fellow Hazakites - (Hazakim?)  -  

Whatever we're called - best wishes from our home to all for a happy, healthy New Year. 

We've had our "little respite" and now we're on the move again.  Thanks to Harriet Rosenberg and Joel Greenberg 
we all enjoyed a joint Hazak/Men's Club meeting this summer where Senator Vincent Leibell discussed our government's policies 
(federal and state) with regard to the treatment our returning veterans are receiving.  We all learned a great deal from his insightful 
and informative discussion and look forward to having other speakers in the near future. 

On the horizon: 

 - We are actively trying to obtain a speaker from the Israeli embassy.  This will be a premier event we're looking forward to    
   hosting at Temple Beth Shalom. 

- I've been approached by many members to arrange a trip to either Foxwoods or Mohegan Sun. (After the roller coaster  
   ride of the stock market, we could all use the "stability" of a casino!) 

I'm in the process of reviewing our option with various bus companies. 

 -One of the highlights of our upcoming events is our BUBBA MEINTZA BRUNCH!. (We should all live and be well -   
  poo,poo,poo!)  Lynn Michaels has graciously agreed to lead our discussion and answer all of our questions about our grand 
  parents' and parents' mischagos (mischagoses?). We're probably doing the same things ourselves, so let’s find out  
  why.  We're hoping Rabbi and Elena Zucker will join us. 

-We are going to repeat our visit to one of our area nursing homes for our annual Chanukah visit.  Our visit last time was  
  truly appreciated and I'm sure will be well received this year as well. 

We (the committee chairpersons) are going to be reviewing the calendar of events.  As soon as I am able to lock in the dates, I'll be 
in touch! 

Looking forward to seeing you all at our next event - 

                                                                                                     Shalom,                                                                                                       
                                                                                                    Howard 
                                                                      Howard Hammer, Hazak, President 
  

S 
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Sisterhood Executive Board 

President 
Lynn Michaels           528-2233 
sisterhood@tbsmahopac.org 
 

Vice President             
Ellen Gershman 
Anita Bellenchia 
 

Treasurer       
Chris Feuer           628-0448 
 

Recording Secretary     
Monica Scavone   855-9403 

 

Program Chairman 
Marge Pollack  628-5252 
 

Gift Shop Chairman  
Linda Tigershtrom  208-3249 
GiftShop@tbsmahopac.org 

 

Sisterhood Calendar 
2008 

Nov 6 Paid Up Dinner                   7:00 pm 

Nov 22 Havdalah Dinner & Movie  TBA 

Dec 4 Grab Bag/Meeting              7:00 pm 

2009 

Jan 8         Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 

Jan 24       Family Game Night            7:00 pm 

Feb 5 Israeli Cooking         TBA 

Mar 20 Shabbat Across America    6:15 pm 

Mar 28 Havdalah & Wine Taste     8:00 pm 

Apr 2 Taste Of Passover              7:00 pm 

May 7 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 

June 4 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 

July 2 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 

July 26 Picnic         Noon 

For our Torah Fund Luncheon we honored Ellen 
Gershman and Chris Spano.  I wanted to take a 
minute to tell you just a little of what these women 
have done. Ellen was past president of this temple 
and has done an awesome job in that capacity.  
What you don’t know is the countless hours of 
time she has volunteered to make this temple a 
place that people can connect with others and enjoy 
their time spent here.  Ellen has helped Sisterhood 
and without her, Sisterhood would not be the same. 

Chris has been the treasurer of Sisterhood and kept us in line so that all of 
our profits are properly disbursed to the Temple.  She always has great 
ideas for various activities to help us fundraise and in turn support this 
temple.  Many of you may not know that when the temple was looking for 
Rabbi’s, Chris gave up her home so that the Rabbi’s had a place to stay.  
Her dedication to the Sisterhood and this temple is immeasurable. 

Please don’t forget to set aside some time for the Annual Sisterhood Paid 
Up Dinner.  The program for the evening is Line Dancing.  Bring 
comfortable clothes and shoes and get ready to shake your tushy!! 

On November 22nd, we are bringing back the popular Havdallah Dinner 
and a Movie.  We are having the pasta bar for dinner and the movie will 
be “Snow In August”.  Please come and enjoy. 

On December 4th is our annual Chanukah Grab Bag during our meeting.  
It is so much fun to open presents and ooh and ahh over them!! 

Take Care, 

Lynn 

 

 

 

S i s t e r h o o d  

A Message from your Sisterhood President 

Paid Up Dinner Nov. 6 @ 7:00 pm 

Saturday night, November 22 

Don’t forget to come to the next  

Sisterhood meeting on  
January 8th at 7:00pm. 

  No reservations are required 
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SPECIAL SHOWING...OSCAR NOMINATED...BEST FOREIGN AWARD 

The Jewish Federation, Inc. 
Serving Northern Fairfield and Southern Litchfield Counties in Connecticut and Putnam County in New York 

ISRAELI FILM... 

Community Billboard and Events 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to 
meet Israeli soldiers briefly touring this 

area before returning to active duty. 

11/1/2008 (Sat) 8:00 PM 
Tzahal Shalom Evening Reception/
Fundraiser 
 

11/2/2008 (Sun) 3:30 PM   
9th -12th graders only 
Teen Scavenger Hunt with IDF Officers in 
Mt. Kisco. RSVP-JTeenNY@aol.com. 

11/4/2008 (Tue)  12:30 PM 
Students welcome Tzahal Shalom for Lunch 
and Schmoozing!  
Hillel Lounge - 12:30pm-2:30pm 

11/4/2008 (Tue) 4:00 PM    
Event for Grades 5-8  
Play games, have pizza and shmooze with 
the soldiers. Must RSVP.  
TzahalShalom@gmail.com 

11/4/2008 (Tue) 7:00 PM 
Closing Dessert Reception and  
Election Coverage 

 
Visit http://www.tzahalshalom.org/  
For more info and RSVP details. 

MEET ISRAELI SOLDIERS &  
HEAR THEIR STORIES 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER 16th 
 9a.m. - 3p.m. 

Limited seating available!!!! 
 

RSVP by 11/09/08 
Jill Sanders-DeMott 

(845) 621-1186 
Sponsored by USY 

Class Costs:   
$35.00 for members 

$45.00 for non-members 
Location:    

Temple Beth Shalom 
Mahopac, NY 

 

Food will be provided 

 

Tzahal Shalom / Northern WestchesterTzahal Shalom / Northern WestchesterTzahal Shalom / Northern Westchester   

The true story of  
how a rural  
Tennessee middle  
school came to  
understand the  
meaning of the 
Holocaust. 

 
  Sunday, Nov. 2,  

  2:00 pm 
 

FREE admission;  
registration requested.  

 

Register online at  
www.mahopaclibrary.org,  

or call  845-628-2009, ext 100 

Presents 

PAPER CLIPS 

A special screening of  
a memorable film 

    
  

                                 MAYIM:  
             The Many Faces of Jews  
             A Jewish Film Festival 

 

November 5: "Toots", the story of the 
famous restaurant owner Bernard 
"Toots" Shor.  Facilitator: Rabbi Barry 
Kenter 
 

November 12: "My Mexican Shiva", a 
fanciful look at strange customs and 
stranger people.  Facilitator: Dr. Boris 
Rubinstein 
 

November 19: "A Love Story - Yid-
dish Theater", one woman's effort to 
keep a wonderful tradition alive.   
 

Location: Greenburgh Hebrew Center 
in Dobbs Ferry 
 

Cost: $30 for the series or $12 per 
film. 
Preregistration is required.   
Call: 914-366-7898 

(in Hebrew with English Subtitles) 
 

Sponsored by the Jewish Federation 
 

SUNDAY  
November 2, 9:30 AM 

Bethel Cinema 
269 Greenwood Avenue 

Bethel, CT 
Admission: $10 
FREE popcorn 
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Community Billboard and Events 

STUDENT  
SCHOLARSHIPS  
FOR STUDY  
IN ISRAEL  
 

The American Jewish League for Israel (AJLI) offers schol-
arships for a full year (no part-time or summer programs) 
of undergraduate or graduate study at one of nine univer-
sities in Israel; Bar Ilan, Ben Gurion, Haifa, Hebrew, Inter-
disciplinary Center-Recanati School, Pardes, Tel Aviv, 
Technion and Weizmann. For students who plan to attend 
Weizmann, the scholarship also covers academic materi-
als and some living expenses.  
 

Required forms for students to complete and submit are 
on the website. Deadline has not 
been announced for 2009-2010 
but is generally May 1. Accep-
tance at one of the universities is 
a prerequisite and one must be a 
U.S. citizen. 
 

Other scholarship funding 
sources; www.scholarships.com, 
www.israelexperience.com,  
www.jafi.org.il/education/masa,  
and www.jexnet.org.  
 

For a better understanding of the benefits of studying in 
Israel (low tuition fees, high academic quality, etc.), visit 
www.hillel.org/about/news/2004/pr/20040427_college.htm. 
 

Contact Jeff Scheckner for additional information at  

212 371-1583     fax 212 279-1456      ajlijms@aol.com  

2009 JCC Maccabi Games®  
The JCC Maccabi Games, an international, Olympic style, 
athletic event for Jewish teens, will be hosted by the JCC 
of Mid-Westchester, along with the Rosenthal JCC and 
the JCC on the Hudson, from August 16-21.   

As a Host Family and/or as a Volunteer, you will experi-
ence the excitement of the Opening Ceremonies, as well 
as five incredible days of 
athletic competitions that 
will create a lifetime of 
memories. In addition to 
the 700 host families, 
over 1,000 volunteers are 
also needed.  

If you would like to be a 
host family, volunteer , or competitor, return the forms as 
indicated, which are located on the foyer table, as soon as 
possible. 

Be a Host Family! Be a Volunteer! 

 

The TEMPLE TIMES is 
Looking for a Few Good 

Volunteers!!! 
 

The TEMPLE TIMES is seeking  
reporters, photographers, writers... 

Interested?   
Please contact:  

Marilyn Arsham at BuzzLt@aol.com  
or Leslie Raffo at leslie_raffo@yahoo.com. 

Join the Hochberg’s for the 2nd Annual 

FILM NIGHT 
featuring 

“FOCUS” 
Saturday, November 8 at 7PM 

 

Based on Arthur Miller's first novel. Set in Brooklyn in the last 
years of World War Two.  An insightful look at man's inhu-

manity to man and a brilliant study  
of everyday anti-semitism. 

 
Coffee, cake and goodies at the Hochberg’s 
Seating is limited to the first 25 reservations.  

Please RSVP to the Temple Office at: 845-628-6133 
 

Ecumenical Service at 
Church of the  

Holy Communion 
1055 Route 6, Mahopac 

 

Sunday, 
November 23rd 

at 7:30pm 
 
 

Keynote Speaker Rabbi Zucker 
 
 

Choir will perform. Please join us - it’s so  
important to support our community 
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Contributions 

General Fund 

For the speedy recovery of  
Mrs. Linda Milman,  
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

For the speedy recovery of  
Gary Loewenberg,  
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

For the speedy recovery  
of Debi Feiman,  
from Joel & Wendy Greenberg 

In honor of Sylvia Shulman 
celebrating her birthday,  
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

In honor of John Katzenstein 
celebrating his birthday,  
from Gary & Sue Loewenberg 

In honor of an aliyah,  
from Dr. Gerald Joselson 

In honor of Kaitlyn Greenberg 
graduating from Middle School,  
from Melody , Ira, Barbara & 
Hayley Weisman 

In honor of Juliana Greenberg 
moving up to Middle School,  
from Melody , Ira, Barbara & 
Hayley Weisman 

Mazel Tov to Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg celebrating their 16th 
wedding anniversary, 
from Melody , Ira, Barbara 
& Hayley Weisman 

In honor of Rabbi Kalev’s help  
with  Beth Goode’s studies and for  
all  her hard work and dedication, 
from Jeanne & Steven Toovell 

In honor of Beth Goode on her 
conversion,  
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

In loving memory of his father,  
Jacob Goldberg,  
from David M. Goldberg 

 

In loving memory of her son,  
David Geller,  
from Marcia Geller 

In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Alex Freedland,  
from Elaine Bessen 

In loving memory of Benjamin Jaffe, 
from Vivian & Joseph Goldreich 
 

In loving memory of his parents, 
Pauline & Charles Vogel, 
from Mark Vogel 

In loving memory of her father,  
Leo Goldsmith,  
from Gloria Rettig 

In loving memory of his mother, 
Grete Saloman,  
from Ronald Saloman 

In loving memory of his mother, 
Zelda Kravitz,  
from Richard Kravitz 

In loving memory of his mother,  
Nettie Toovell,  
from Steve Toovell 

In loving memory of her  
mother, Frances Berliner, 
from Maxine Berlin 

In loving memory of her beloved 
parents, Rose & Emanuel Hirsch,  
from Maxine Casalbore 

In loving memory of  
Anna Slovik,  
from Selma Brass 

In loving memory of  
Mildred Posner,  
from Ron & Marilyn Arsham 
from Richard & Dale Charkow 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
from Shelly & Howard Hammer 
from Alicia & Gerry Raskob 
 
In loving memory of his mother, 
father and grandparents,  
from Andrew Anik 

In loving memory of her father, 
Henry Malkin,  
from Francine Rosetti 

In loving memory of their beloved 
mother and mother-in-law, 
from Gary & Susan Loewenberg 

In loving memory of Henry Saloman, 
Fay Goldberg & George Goldberg, 
from Ron & Anita Saloman 

In loving memory of her mother, 
Rose Langer,  
from Edna Sterling 
 
In loving memory of his father, 
Abraham Raskob,  
from Gerald Raskob 

In loving memory of Irwin, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

In loving memory of her sister,  
Gwen Kantor, from Robin Belsky 

In loving memory of his father, 
Martin Belsky,  
from Alan Belsky 

In loving memory of his brother, 
Seymour Bessen,  
from Herbert Bessen 

In loving memory of their  
father, David Gold,  
from Mindy and Barry Gold 

In loving memory of our parents, 
from Ted and Sylvia Ross 

In loving memory of his mother, 
Pearl, from Bruce Schwartz 

In loving memory of 
Sidney & Marilyn Shankewitz,  
from Rita Shankewitz 

In loving memory of her mother, 
Ethel Effrain,   
from Joyce Irgang 
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In loving memory of her beloved 
father, Reuben,  
from Debbe Buckvar 

In loving memory of  Bea & Sam 
Shapiro and Ethel & Al Pollack,  
from Marge Pollack 

In loving memory of their friend, 
Ethyl Markel,  
from Patti & Mark Liff 

In loving memory of  
his grandparents,  
Nathaniel & Helen Schachner,  
from N. Scott Brunner 

In loving memory of her  
mother-in-law, Frieda Rettig 
and brother-in-law, Harry Rettig,  
from Gloria Rettig 

In loving memory of his mother,  
Edith Raskob,  
from Gerald Raskob 

In loving memory of her mother, 
Ruth Slutsky Kahn, 
from Nancy Peterson 

In loving memory of her father, 
Harry Levin,  
from Diana Scharmett 

In loving memory of  
Amelia Myerson, Sarah Luntz  
and Monty Luntz,  
from June Luntz 

In loving memory of his sister, 
Helene Greiss,  
from Philip Greiss 

In loving memory of his beloved, 
Suzanne Kross,  
from Barry Gelber 

In loving memory of their  
father, Arnold Lewis,  
from the Chavis family 

 

 

In loving memory of his beloved 
grandmother, Minnie Kasindorf 
from Fred Cossick 

In memory of her beloved father, 
Benjamin Brazinsky,  
from Molly Roberts 

In loving memory of  
Jerry Goldberg,  
from Lisa LaGrassa 

In loving memory of her  
mother, Ann Ecker,  
from Nancy Sapir 

In honor of the birth of a 
granddaughter to  
Nancy & Glenn Sapir,  
from Alicia & Gerald Raskob 
from Jeanne & Steven Toovell 

In memory of Isabell Levy,  
beloved mother of Max Levy,  
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
from Linda & Al Silbert 
from Elaine & Bernie Jacobs 

In  memory of Isidore Sapir,  
beloved father of Glenn Sapir,  
from Alicia & Gerald Raskob 
from Jeanne & Steven Toovell 

Mathew Fixler  
Religious School Fund 

In honor of Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg’s  grandson Adam 
becoming a bar mitzvah,  
from Yvonne & Ralph Horowitz  

In honor of the marriage of Jeanne 
& Steve Toovell’s son, Eric,  
from Elaine & Bernie Jacobs 

In loving memory of our beloved 
mother-in-law, Mildred Posner, 
from Diane & Larry Gorelick 

In memory of  Isabell Levy,  
beloved mother of  Dr. Max Levy, 
from Ralph & Yvonne Horowitz 

Outreach Benevolent  
Fund 

For the speedy recovery of  
Eunice McDermott, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

For the speedy recovery of  
Martha & Ben Pallant, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

For speedy recovery of  
Barbara Cullen,  
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 

Thank you to Cantor Shira  
for a beautiful service at  
the unveiling of our Michael,  
from Diane Goldstein & Family  
from Allan Goldstein  & Family 

Thank you to the  
TBS congregation for their 
outpouring of support for our family,  
from Glenn & Nancy Sapir 

Thank you to Karen Kwan for her 
support to our family,  
from Glenn & Nancy Sapir 

In memory of Isidore Sapir,  
beloved father of Glenn Sapir,  
from Carolyn Stiman 

In memory of Isabell Levy, beloved 
mother of Dr. Max Levy, 
from Melody & Ira Weisman 

Rabbi’s Fund 

In honor of the marriage of Jeanne 
& Steven Toovell’s son, Eric,  
from Sue & Lou Tuzman & family 

In honor of Clara and Ed Sinrich’s 
60th anniversary,  
from Gary & Sue Loewenberg 

In memory of Isabell Levy, beloved 
mother of Dr. Max Levy,  
from Sue & Lou Tuzman & family 
from the Teplitsky family 

Contributions 
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Table to Table 

Tikkun Olam - Repair the World 

 
       

TBS will join the movement for a  
healthier planet. This is such a vital  
initiative and we need your help!   

You may already be actively recycling at 
home, school or work, so you know that 

it does not take a lot of effort to keep 
the earth healthy and beautiful.   

Clearly labeled brown boxes located in 
the temple lobby coat closet will be used 

to collect paper and non-paper items, 
and will be picked up for recycling 

weekly, on Sunday.  Each Hebrew school 
class will be given special bags in which to 
gather recyclable items and then empty 
in the collection boxes.  Anyone else 

visiting the temple should discard any of 
the following items in the appropriate 

receptacle, rather than a trash container 
or the dumpster outside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

There are many other ways we can 
preserve our environment. If you  

need more ideas, www.idealbite.com   
is a great resource.    

Questions, comments, please  
contact Deborah Hilfman at 

 dhilfman@mac.com or  
call 914-403-7513 

*Based on items accepted by Westchester County 
DEF – Recycling Office 

PAPER 

Scrap paper Glossy inserts   

Newspaper Phone books  

Corrugated boxes  Catalogs   

Magazines  Junk Mail* 
 

                                    NON-PAPER 

Food &  beverage cans 
 

Clean, aluminum foil   
 

Trays  
 

Empty aerosol cans 

Glass jars &  bottles any size, any color   

Plastic containers coded 1 or 2 on the 
bottom.* 

Table to Table, a non-profit organization dedicated to feeding the hun-
gry in Israel, was inspired in 2003 by the verse in  
Deuteronomy 24:19, 

When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, 
you shall not go back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and 
the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all your undertak-
ings. 

Farmers cannot always pick their entire crop before it rots. Each year, 
tens of thousands of tons of fresh fruits and vegetables are thus wasted. 
Project Leket is Table to Table’s attempt to reverse the phenomenon. 
Israeli farmers invite Leket volunteers to harvest their fields, which are 
then provided to needy people around the country. More than 50,000 
volunteers will "hit the fields" for Project Leket by the end of 2008, and 
100,000 volunteers are expected by the end of 2009.  

Table to Table has become Israel's umbrella organization for donations 
of surplus produce and food.  It not only has a committed lineup of vol-
unteers and staff members, but provides more than 
50 tons of food per week to over 100 soup kitchens, 
homeless shelters, senior citizen centers and other 
social service organizations around Israel. 

To learn more about this organization, visit their 
website at http://www.tabletotable.org.il/english/ 

 

A Word from the Editors  

We would be remiss if we neglected to thank the two people who devoted countless 
hours to our Temple family to mold this award-winning newsletter into a ‘piece of art.’ 
Several years ago Debi Feiman and Nina Levine recognized the need, stepped forward, 
and meticulously designed a vehicle that would teach, share and care about each of us, 
a reflection of their own generous nature. There is no possible way we can adequately 
thank these two incredible women for efforts which we can only peripherally appreci-
ate. They will always hold a special seat of honor with us all. Thank you both for your 
guidance, your support and most importantly, your friendship.  

Yasher Koach!  

Leslie and Marilyn 

TBS GOES     
GREEN! 
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T E M P L E  T I M E S 
 

Newsletter Staff: 
Marilyn Arsham &  
Leslie Raffo,  
Co-editors 
 

David Michaels,  
Advertising Editor 
 

Contributing writers:  
Cantor Shira Adler   
Ron Arsham  
Joel Greenberg   
Wendy Greenberg    
Jeff Guest   
Howard Hammer   
Allen Hochberg   
Marc Houslanger  
Lynn Michaels   
Barry Plaut  
Ann Rubin  
Glenn Sapir    
Carol Zager   
Rabbi Daniel Zucker 
 

The Temple  Beth  Shalom 
newsletter is published six times per 
year and is provided by and for the 
membership of the synagogue. 
Neither Temple Beth Shalom, nor 
its members, assumes liability for 
any of the information, opinions or 
suggestions contained herein. 
Articles submitted are subject to 
editing. Contents may not be 
reproduced without writ ten 
permission from the Temple office. 
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. 

We welcome ar t ic les  and 
information for inclusion in Temple 
Times. Submissions can be sent via 
email in Word or Publisher format 
to: newsletter@tbsmahopac.org.  

 
 

Newsletter Errors: Occasionally 
errors & omissions are found in the 
pages of Temple Times.   We 
appreciate being notified of any 
c o r r e c t i o n s  v i a  e m a i l : 
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org, or by 
calling the temple office to leave a 
message with Ro, Jean or Melody. 
A newsletter staff member will 
return your call ASAP.  The temple 
office is not responsible for 
newsletter content.  Many thanks to 
our readers, 

 The Temple Times Staff 

 
 

Temple Beth Shalom has cemetery plots available at beautiful  
Sharon Gardens in Valhalla 

a resting place of beauty, dignity and caring 
 

Sharon Gardens has been serving the Jewish community since 1953 and  is 
considered to be one of the most beautiful and modern cemeteries for families of 
the Jewish faith.  Its rural setting provides a serene and peaceful resting place 

with wide roads and paths for easy access.  
 

Plots are available for $1,250 each or $2,325 a pair 
Contact the temple office for more information. 

845.628.6133 

1  November/Heshvan  3 
Sidney L. Grossman 
Frank Rebell 
 
3  November/Heshvan  5 
Hyman Baskin 
Adele Goldberg 
 
4 November/Heshvan 6 
Harry Goldberg 
Samuel Gould 
 
8 November/Heshvan 10 
Arlene Abramsky 
 
10 November/Heshvan 12 
Steven Kantor 
 
13 November/Heshvan 15 
Abraham Weiss 
 
15 November/Heshvan 17 
Lillian Solar 
 
17 November/Heshvan 19 
Pearl Michaels 
Hanna Yekutiel 
 
18 November/Heshvan 20 
Louis Pomerantz 
 
19 November/Heshvan 21 
Mildred Happ 
Mike Rosner 
 
20 November/Heshvan 22 
Albert Ofrichter 
 

21 November/Heshvan 23 
Max L. Shulman 
 
23 November/Heshvan 25 
Yetta Gunzberg 
Abraham Kuropatwa 
 
25 November/Heshvan 27 
Rachel Podell 
 
26 November/Heshvan 28 
Blanche Lehman 
 
27 November/Heshvan 29 
Aleck Pollack 
 
29 November/Kislev 2  
Blanche W. Axelrod 
 
1 December/Kislev 4 
Ira Meyer 
Sylvia Ofrichter 
 
2 December/Kislev 5 
Harold Rosner 
Philip Schectman 
 
3 December/Kislev 6 
Isadore N. Axelrod 
Jay Freebern 
Elaine Zager 
 
5 December/Kislev 8 
Anna Hammer 
 
6 December/Kislev 9 
Bernard Hendler 
 

10 December/Kislev 13 
Mary Goldberg 
 
11 December/Kislev 14 
Francisca Beck 
 
12 December/Kislev 15 
Seymour Hartman 
 
15 December/Kislev 18 
Murray Garson 
 
17 December/Kislev 20 
Treitek Steinlauf 
 
21 December/Kislev 24 
David Lubin 
 
22 December/Kislev 25 
Jack Chupper 
Frances Michaels 
Ann Teplitsky 
 
23 December/Kislev 26 
Samuel Berlin 
 
24 December/Kislev 27 
Arthur Heitner 
 
26 December/Kislev 29 
Libby Seiden 
Samuel Weinstein 
 
31 December/Tevet 4 
Julia Homelsky 
Dr. Louis Sternberg 
 
 

                        Yahrzeits 
                                           May Their Memory be a Blessing 

Deadline for the next issue is 
Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2008. 
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For pricing information, and an application form to travel with the Cantor’s Assembly,  
please pick up a brochure on the table in the Temple Beth Shalom lobby. 
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WELL PUMPS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

GOULDS
Water

Systems

•Water Heaters
•Boilers
•Storage Tanks
•Water Softeners
•Sales
•Service
•Installation

Weekend Service No Extra ChargeWeekend Service No Extra Charge

Insured - Bonded

(845) 628-1288
or

(914) 962-3498

Dave Goldberg
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

     SHARON              GARDENS 

A resting place of beauty, 
dignity and caring. 

 
Toll Free: 1-888-536-7426 

Internet: http://www.sharongardens.com 

A Division of Kensico Cemetery  
273 Lakeview Ave., P.O. Box 7, Valhalla, NY 10595 

 

Temple Times thanks 
its advertisers for their  

sponsorship and support.  

 

Please show your thanks by  
supporting them and when 
you do, be sure to let them 
know that you saw their ad 

in the Temple Times. 

Computer Support (HELP!!)

 
 Software Assistance / Train-

ing (in your home or office) 
 MS Office · Windows · 

Quicken · Bank Rec. 
 Mailing list management  

David M. Michaels  
22 Greenway Terr N.  845-528-2233 (P) 
Mahopac, NY 10541  866-334-4406 (F) 
David.Michaels@Comcast.net 
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Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY           845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 

Benjamin A. Dancygier, D.D.S. 
3630 Hill Boulevard, Suite 401 
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
914-245-7100 
www.DoctorBenDDS.com 

Practice limited to Dentistry for Children 
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LAW OFFICES OF 
JOSEPH J. TOCK 

963 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
TEL 845.628-8080 
FAX 845.628.5450 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: 
1978 WILLIAMSBRIDGE ROAD 

BRONX, NY 10461 
WWW.TOCKLAW.COM 

 

Buy One 

Get One Free 
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BRACES MAKE YOU BEAUTIFUL 

Visit our friendly office for a complimentary consultation 

Jodi Gorelick, DDS 
Orthodontic & Dentofacial Specialist 

530 Route Six, Mahopac 

(845) 628-1018 
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South Putnam Animal Hospital 
Quality Pet Health Care  

in a State-of-the-Art Facility 

 

845-628-1834 
230B Baldwin Place Road 

Mahopac, NY 10541 
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        CELL (917) 295-1407 

Ben Gruber, Inc.
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 

David B. Rubin, MBA, CASLTM 
Financial Representative 

1525 Route 22, Suite 4 
Brewster, NY 10509 
845 278-5318 x216 office 
845 278-5309 fax 
914 980-6776 cell-
david.rubin@nmfn.com 
www.nmfn.com/davidrubin 
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When you’re planning your 
next Life Event, whether it’s a 
Wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or 

Buying/Selling a home… 
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE FIRST! 

 

 

Your ad would have fit  

right here 

ANDREW STEIN VIDEOGRAPHY
(914) 788-4678 

andrew@drewvideo.com 
 

ALAN WEISS PHOTOGRAPHY 
(914) 739-8888 

awphoto@optonline.net 
 
 

3153 Albany Post Road, Buchanan, NY  10511 V
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Maimonides Academy 
of  Western Connecticut 

 

  A Contemporary Community Jewish Day School 
 

Mommy & Me classes for 1 and 2 year olds 
Drop-off Two-year-old program 
Full or Half day Nursery and Pre-K 
Full day Kindergarten 
Curriculum for Grades K-5   

Call us at 203-748-7129  
103 Miry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 

Minutes from Brewster. Free bus transportation  
for Kindergartners and up 

www.mawcschool.org 

 
Open House
Eve ry Friday 
2:00 – 3:30

 
The Finest Glatt Kosher

Chinese Restaurant & Sushi Bar 

1327 North Ave. 
New Rochelle, NY 10804 

Tel:  (914) 637-9363
Fax: (914) 637-9371

Catering       

EDEN WOK 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop!Sisterhood Gift Shop!  
Visit the gift shop or call LindaVisit the gift shop or call Linda  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

Call or ECall or E--mail Linda at mail Linda at   
(845) 208-3249 or 

Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  
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GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 
GENTLE DENTAL CARE 

 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 
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G.M.I. Incorporated 

Manufacturers / Distributors 
Custom Blinds, Shades, Draperies 

 and Accessories 

● Commercial         ● Residential 

George Weiss—President 

121 Stillwater Road 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

Phone:  (845) 621-0160 
Fax:  (845) 621-0153 
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Sisterhood Gift Shop!Sisterhood Gift Shop!  
Visit the gift shop or call LindaVisit the gift shop or call Linda  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

Call or ECall or E--mail Linda at mail Linda at   
(845) 208-3249 or 

Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  
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Dr. Louis Tuzman 
Dr. Joshua M. Tuzman 

 
Graduates of Columbia University 

College of Dental Medicine 

 

Serving Our Community  
For Over 30 Years 

 
COSMETIC AND  

GENERAL FAMILY DENTISTRY 

845-628-4188 
2 Clark Place & Rte. 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

With a Personal TouchWith a Personal Touch  
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Beth Lewis 
Mahopac  

Branch Manager 
(845) 621-0550 

  

Amani Ghazal 
Mahopac Falls 

Branch Manager 
(845) 621-0570 

www.welcomebanking.com 
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Make Eating Healthy Easy! 

Briarcliff Manor ●  Yorktown Heights  
Mt. Kisco ●  Mahopac ●  Katonah  

Stamford ●  Scarsdale ●  Montebello  
Fairfield ●Larchmont 

www.mrsgreens.com 
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Tile Tools and Supplies 

Expert Personal Service 

Design Assistance  

Exclusive and Largest 
Selection in Area 

Same or Next day availability 

Delivery available 

544 ROUTE 6  
MAHOPAC 

(845) 628-5654 

3004 ROUTE 6 
CORTLANDT MANOR 

(next to Kohl’s) 
(914) 526-4742 

Your Tile Source for Style, Selection and Service 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  

Importers and Distributors of Fine Ceramic and Stone Tile 

All types of Ceramic &  
Porcelain Tiles for Walls and 
Floors in Stock 

Decorative Tile in Stock 

Tumbled Marble, Tumbled 

Slates and Quartzite in Stock 

Full line of Setting materials 

E L T I 
STRICTLY CERAMIC 

& STONE 
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
760 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
(845) 628-6133 
www.tbsmahopac.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 

PERMIT NO. 23 

Skyview Professional Suites  ● 530 Route Six  ●  Mahopac, NY 10541 

Over 25 Years  
Experience In All Areas 

 of General Dentistry 


