
The Conservative/Masorti Movement in North America 
and around the world is gearing up for the celebration in 

May '08 of the 60th anniversary of the establishment 
of the State of Israel. 

"Conservative/Masorti Judaism was the first of the 
modern religious movements to embrace Zionism 
and has steadfastly remained at the forefront of the 
effort to promote its values: the centrality of Israel 
in the life and consciousness of the Jewish People 
and the unity of the Jewish People wherever they 
may live."    Mission Statement, MERCAZ USA. 
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 in January/February 2008 
 

January 6 
Men’s Club Hosts the American 
Women’s Moslem Association 

 
January 10 

Sisterhood Paid-Up Dinner 
 

January 13 
The Torah Scribes Visit TBS 

 
January 15 

TBS Book Club Meeting 
 

January 26 
TBS Movie Night: Freedom Writers 

 
January 31 

CPR/Defibrillator Class 
 

February 3 
World Wide Wrap 
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MERCAZ has identified several social action 
projects that demonstrate proactive efforts to 
assist Jews in need living in Israel.  Among them is: 
 
NEVE HANNA CHILDREN'S HOME: 
American Friends of Neve Hanna. 
Neve Hanna, a youth village located between 
Jerusalem and Beersheva, provides a loving 
home for children from troubled families 
whose early lives were scarred by poverty 
and abuse. Affiliated with the Conservative/
Masorti Movement, the village cares for 65 
live-in residents and 35 non-boarding 
youngsters.   
For more information visit www.nevehanna.org 

Israel @ 60 
 

2008 will be a year of 
celebration, study, aliyah, 
social action, and prayer. 
To learn more about the 
60th Anniversary of the 

State of Israel as celebrated 
by the conservative Jewish 

movement, visit 
www.israelanniversary.org. 

  
And check out the  
YouTube video: 

Israel’s 60th Anniversary: 
A Dream Restored  
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D r. Arnold Eisen, 
t h e  n e w 

chancellor of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, 
kicked off the United 
S y n a g o g u e  o f 

Conservative Judaism’s 2007 Biennial 
Convention in Orlando, November 29-
December 3, with an impassioned, yet 
formally organized speech. Dr. Eisen, 
a birthright Conservative Jew, told the 
packed audience of 600 lay leaders 
that despite news stories of a crisis in 
the movement, the truth is that there is 
great excitement and the possibility 
for a wonderful future. We must not 
“surrender to alleged decline,” 
Chancellor Eisen warns, but make 
sure that both the outside world and 
our own members understand what we 
are. 

“The greatest gift my parents gave me, 
outside life itself, is making me a 
Conservative Jew,” Dr. Eisen 
continued. “As Conservative Jews, we 
can walk unafraid at whatever this 
society throws at us and whatever it 
blesses us with. It will make us 
stronger and make Torah stronger. Not 
only do we have nothing to fear from 
the future, we have everything to hope 
for from it.” Instead we must be more 
clear and more proud of our real 
accomplishments.  

We must continue to dance the 
intricate minuet between tradition and 
change; we must be in love with the 
tradition and undertake change very 
carefully, but change it we must. In 
doing so, we will be doing nothing 
new—change has been part of 
Judaism from the beginning. 
 
Chancellor Eisen listed 10 principles 
of Conservative Judaism. He fleshed 
e a c h  o u t ,  p a s s i o n a t e l y  a n d 
fascinatingly, but here are the bones: 

 learning, because we cannot engage 
with the tradition without really 
knowing it, and we must know it not 
s u p e r f i c i a l l y  b u t  i n  d e p th ;  
 
community, because the stories of 
synagogues where Jews can stand 
around at a Kiddush week after week 
and never be spoken to are true, and 
“if we can’t build a community, we 
don’t deserve the Jews we don’t 
have”;  

klal Israel, because many of our 
people head community-wide 
organizations and that is something 
about which we should be proud;  

Zionism, because our movement was 
the first to embrace it and because it is 
a t  o u r  m o v e m e n t ’ s  h e a r t ;  
 
language, because you need both the 
vocabulary and the grammar for the 
understanding to be deep and real;  

tzedakah, because tikkun olam is a 
core  Conserva t ive  p r inc ip le ;  
 
conversation, because we can 
disagree with each other but we must 
talk to teach others;  

Jewish time and space, because if you 
don’t have Shabbat, you don’t have 
Judaism;  

and God, because although we can’t 
agree on anything about God, we must 
be free to discuss, believe, disbelieve, 
and perhaps, if we are supremely 
lucky, even to encounter.  

 

~ Submitted by Marilyn Arsham 

 

CHANCELLOR EISEN ON WHAT UNITES US 
Taken from the USCJ Daily Reporter,  Friday, November 30, 2007 

Learn what the Jewish National Fund is doing to plant trees and repair the 
environment in Israel, page 21. 
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Message from Rabbi Kalev 

S itting in my office, I am proud to 
say, is the Solomon Schechter 

Award our community recently 
received at the biennial USCJ 
convention in Florida.  Our President, 
Ron Arsham, represented our 
community as he and Marilyn 
traveled to the convention to learn, 
schmooze, and to receive this 
prestigious award.  Upon returning 

from his trip, Ron gave me a full report of the entire 
convention experience, while that same morning I had read a 
Jewish Telegraph Agency report of the gathering as well.  I 
have to laugh because the two reports were nearly identical. 

We all know that more than any other movement in Judaism, 
ours has been plagued by enormous challenges – declining 
membership, how to welcome interfaith families, the 
vagueness of the movement’s message, and of course, the 
ordination of openly gay seminary students.  Moreover, both 
Ron and the article said, “the convention was not 
distinguished by its dynamism… the average age of the 
attendees was well over 90 and most of the speakers put the 
audience to sleep.”  And while the new chancellor, Arnie 
Eisen, might have invigorated the event a bit, it still begs us 
to ask the question – what does our movement need to do to 
flourish and grow?  I know that this is the million dollar 
question currently, so let me offer up a few thoughts of            
my own. 

The Jewish population of North America is soon going to be 
relegated to be the second largest Jewish population in the 
world (ours is shrinking while Israel’s is growing).  We are 
disappearing at an alarming rate.  In our movement, most 
congregations are aging significantly and a great number of 
our children are marrying outside of the faith.  So, ours is 
definitely the movement that has the potential to lose the 
most should the trends continue.  Our is also, therefore, the 
movement that can gain the most, should we adopt an 
approach to contemporary Jewish life which responds to the 
sociological reality of North American Jewry as well as the 
one that engages the community in the process. 

“So, what’s the answer, Rabbi?” as I am often asked.  It is 
time that we break the outdated notion that a Jewish 
household is made up of a home in which both parents are 
Jewish.  Temple Beth Shalom is a perfect example of the 
diversity which makes up a Jewish home.  We have many 
families with two parents who were born into Judaism, two 

parent homes in which one parent is Jewish and the other is 
a Jew by choice, single parents, intermarried parents who 
have elected to actively raise their children as Jews, just to 
name a few.  To enlarge and deepen the Jewish people, we 
must strengthen the great variety of Jewish family 
configurations that aim to raise Jewish children. 
Conservative Judaism must begin to shift its educational, 
marketing and pastoral paradigms in order to accommodate 
the widest range of Jewish households.  We must become 
the movement of the Jewish household, in all of its 
permutations, because the Jewish future depends upon our 
doing so – no other sect of Judaism, including the Reform 
movement, has this central focus. 

I think our niche is clear and right before our eyes.  We need 
to start acting proudly and with a unique sense of purpose – 
we are the movement for families who choose to raise their 
children as Jews, where serious learning and dedication to 
the tradition are of the utmost importance, where Judaism is 
seen as an exciting tradition that is alive and fun, and where 
we recognize that families come in all different shapes and 
sizes. 

The Jewish vision of the future is one in which the value of 
human life trumps all other concerns.  It is a world where 
decency and meaningful interpersonal relationships are the 
norm not the exception.  It is a vision where humanity 
recognizes its potential as images of the Divine.  This vision, 
the Jewish vision, will die without Jews to teach it to the 
world.  Just as Temple Beth Shalom is at the forefront in its 
recognition of the multitude of Jewish families, so too, our 
Movement as a whole must evolve quickly to meet this 
challenge if we want to have a chance of flourishing as a 
people. 

May we at TBS continue to lead the way and be a light unto 
the nations in the great hope that the Movement which 
represents us will soon follow.  A happy and healthy 2008 to 
you and your family. 

~ Rabbi Joshua Kalev 

“It is time that we break the outdated 
notion that a Jewish household is made 
up of a home in which both parents are 
Jewish.  Temple Beth Shalom is a 
perfect example of the diversity which 
makes up a Jewish home.”  



PAGE  4                                                                        TEMPLE TIMES                                   JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2008 

 

President’s Message  

H aving recently returned from 
t h e  U S C J  B i e n n i a l 

convention in Orlando, I thought 
that this would be a good 
opportunity for me to share with all 
of you some of my impressions from 
the weekend (Note: The views 
expressed in this article are those of 
the author’s alone and are not 
endorsed by Temple Beth Shalom, 
the USCJ, Rabbi Kalev, nor anyone 

else for that matter).  To my knowledge, we have not had 
a representative at the Biennial convention for as long as I 
have been a member of TBS, and I suspect that no 
congregant has ever attended one of these weekends on 
our behalf.  In reality, I decided to go because the USCJ 
had honored us with a Solomon Schechter Silver award 
for our outstanding Temple Times and I felt that receiving 
the award in person was the least I could do for Debi and 
her staff.  While there, I attended workshops, ate lots of 
food, shopped at the Israeli vendor booths, heard some 
magnificent speakers, and of course, met many fellow 
delegates from Conservative shuls around the country 
(and Canada).  All in all, I would have to say that this 
convention was a worthwhile experience for me and 
definitely something we should be attending regularly in 
the future. 

Now to the impressions! 

The first thing that hit me (and please don’t laugh) was 
how old the delegates and the USCJ officers were in 
general.   I don’t mean that disparagingly.  I’m no spring 
chicken myself, but I felt like a young pup in comparison 
to those in attendance.  The question that crossed my 
mind during the convention was, “How representative is 
the USCJ and the movement in general if there is such a 
large age gap between those making the rules and the 
synagogues full of young families who have to follow 
them?”  One of the major problems that the Conservative 
movement has is its ability to attract and hold on to new 
members.  New members are usually young and are 
looking to their synagogue for guidance and leadership.  
They are looking for modern ways to make Judaism 
relevant in today’s world.  I know from my own 
experience at TBS that change is difficult when 
generational values and biases get in the way.  I am 
worried that the age disconnect may get in the way of real 
change within the movement. 

Secondly, this convention reaffirmed my love of being 
part of a small congregation and my belief that small 
synagogues are the backbone of Conservative Judaism in 
America.  We are like the “Mom and Pop” hardware store 
on Main Street, USA, when Home Depot is only a few 

miles away.  I had a chance to meet and bond with several 
members of small communities from Biloxi, Mississippi 
to Modesto, California and points in between.  We shared 
common problems and were able to commiserate in our 
inability to solve those problems or raise enough money 
to meet our necessities.  It was fascinating to learn how 
similar we all are and how valuable each member of the 
community is to the success of the congregation as a 
whole.  Many communities have had to overcome major 
obstacles just to survive (like Hurricane Katrina in Biloxi) 
and yet they continue to work hard and maintain their 
community the best they can.  I walked away feeling very 
fortunate that our synagogue is located where it is, only 
45 miles from NYC and in a region that has a large 
Jewish population and a wealth of activities and groups 
available to us as a community. 

The last impression I took away 
from the weekend as a whole 
was the undeniable sense of 
pride that each delegate had in 
his or her own community and 
in being a part of the 
Conservative movement as a 
whole.  No matter what size the 
congregation, each person I met 
seemed optimistic about the 
future despite the recent 
d o w n w a r d  t r e n d  i n 
membership.  Chancellor Eisen 
gave a passionate and 
enthusiastic keynote address 
a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f 
Conservative Judaism that 
seemed to energize the entire 
audience. We all want him to be right.  Hopefully, his 
youthful exuberance and brilliant mind can induce the 
necessary changes that have to be made during the next 
several years. 

I want to thank you for allowing me to represent TBS at 
the convention this year.  It is an honor to be a part of 
such a wonderful and dedicated community. 

Have a Healthy, Happy & Prosperous New Year, 

Ron 

~ Ron Arsham 

 

 

 

Ron Arsham attended 
the USCJ Convention 
and proudly accepted 

the Solomon 
Schechter Silver 

Award for Excellence 
in Bulletins! 
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Saturday, January 26, 2008 
7:30pm 

Freedom Writers, directed by Richard LaGravenese, is inspired by a true story and 
the diaries of real Long Beach, California teenagers. Set in and around Wilson 
High School, Academy winner Hillary Swank stars as English teacher Erin        
Gruwell. At first, the children are very unfriendly to Gruwell, but she encourages 
them, and lets them write a diary. After a few days of class, Gruwell and her stu-
dents get into a debate about racism during which she compares a caricature of a 
black student drawn by a Latino student, to the Nazis’ caricatures of Jews with big 
noses. She then takes her students on a field trip to the Los Angeles Museum of 
Tolerance to teach them about the Holocaust.  The teens begin to understand that 
their lives matter and that they have something to say. 

On the Big Screen at TBS 

Evan ALMIGHTY 
starring Steve Carell and Morgan Freeman 

 

Saturday, February 9, 2008 
Havdalah program - 6:30 PM 

Movie -7:30 PM 
The last time we saw Evan Baxter (Steve Carell), he was being tormented by rival Bruce Nolan ('Bruce Almighty') 
onscreen, live from their Buffalo TV station. But as time passed and Evan has made up with Bruce, he's gone 
onto bigger and better things. Newly elected to Washington D.C. as a congressman, Evan has left Buffalo in  
pursuit of a greater calling. But that calling isn't serving in the illustrious ranks of American politics but being               
summoned by the Almighty himself (Morgan Freeman), who has handed Evan the task of building a new ark, 
much as Noah did before. With time passing by and his family belittled by Evan's newfound realization, Evan will 
have to do the work that God has given him in what promises to be an unusual adventure for a man who just 
wanted to serve his country, and might actually be serving humanity. 

This is the best way to start your week - join us for Havdalah & then great movies! 
 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS & ENJOY GREAT MOVIES ON THE TBS BIG SCREEN…  
BEST OF ALL, IT’S FREE!  
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GETTING YOUR HOUSE IN ORDER ~  
Planning Ahead for Difficult Times 
Sunday, March 2, 2008 
9:30 am 
 

Family members faced with the loss of a loved one should not have to make  
difficult  decisions concerning where the funeral will be held, who will officiate, 
where burial will occur, the content of an obituary, or the wishes of the deceased 
with respect to all of these questions. A great deal of time, money and emotional 
distress can be saved by planning ahead. Most importantly, the stressful question 
"Are we doing the right thing?" need not arise, if the wishes of the 
deceased are known. Answering that question at a time of emotional 
stress often leads to unnecessary spending. Planning ahead leads to 
true peace of mind.  This is your chance to learn more and ask im-
portant questions! 

The TBS Men’s Club and Plaza 
Jewish Chapel Present ~ 
What Happens When You Die:  
The World of Chevra Kaddisha 
Monday, March 3, 2008 
7:30 pm 
 
Come and learn about the practices of 
Jewish burial.  From the moment that 
the body is taken by the Chevra Kad-
disha to the time it is placed in the 
ground, Rabbi Kalev will go over the 
many rituals and laws surrounding this 
difficult time in life.  A video will be 
screened showing the  process of pre-
paring the body for burial - please use 
discretion when bringing children to 
this class! 

WARNING: YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PUT THIS BOOK DOWN !! 

Harvard-trained attorney David Wolfe, a San Franciscan on the verge of 
a congressional campaign, has his plans derailed when his law school class-
mate (and one-time lover), Palestinian Hana Arif, asks him to defend her 
from charges that she led a conspiracy that assassinated dovish Israeli 
leader Amos Ben-Aron. Inspired by idealism and lingering passion, Wolfe 
jeopardizes his political future by taking the case. His suspicion that the 
suicide bombers who attacked Ben-Aron were aided by a security breach 
leads him to Israel and Lebanon. A bestselling author, Patterson's new 
thriller will engage you as well as have you ask many important questions 
about this tense region of the world!  

EXILE 
A look into the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

by Richard North Patterson 

TBS Book Club - What We’re Reading 

Learn to Follow the Shabbat Service ~ a 10-week class beginning Wednesday, January 2, 7-8 pm 
Instructor: Marilyn Arsham 
Become familiar with the order, melody and choreography of the Hebrew segments of the Shabbat morning service.                   
CDs will be provided for practice.  Call the TBS office to reserve your space in this class: 845.628.6133. 

14,500,000,000 BCE 
Come See Creation 

Begin! 
EYL ADON 

 
Video, Lecture and Discussion 

Lead by Rabbi Kalev 

Sunday, February 10 
11:00 AM – 1:30 PM 

at the home of 
Marlene and Allen 

Hochberg 
Mahopac, NY 

 
Join us for a Kosher brunch  

preceding the program  
We hope you can make it. 

 
Please RSVP by January 31, 2008 

Limited to the first 25 responses.
(845) 621-0162 



TEVET/SHEVAT/ADAR I 5768                            TEMPLE TIMES                                                                     PAGE 7  

 

*   A Closer Look ~ Martin Luther King 
THE REV. MARTIN Luther King Jr. understood the meaning of 
discrimination and oppression. He sought ways to achieve 
liberation and peace, and he thus understood that a special 
relationship exists between African Americans and American 
Jews. 

He knew that both peoples were uprooted involuntarily from 
their homelands. He knew that both peoples were shaped by 
the tragic experience of slavery. He knew that both peoples 
were forced to live in ghettoes, victims of segregation. 
 

He knew that both peoples were subject to laws passed with 
the particular intent of oppressing them simply because they 
were Jewish or black. He knew that both peoples have been 

subjected to oppression and genocide on a level 
unprecedented in history. 

King understood how important it is not to stand by in the face 
of injustice. He understood the cry, “Let my people go.” 
 

On March 25, 1968, less than two weeks before his tragic 
death, he spoke out with clarity and directness stating, “peace 
for Israel means security, and we must stand with all our might 
to protect its right to exist, its territorial integrity. I see Israel as 
one of the great outposts of democracy in the world, and a 
marvelous example of what can be done, how desert land can 
be transformed into an oasis of brotherhood and democracy. 
Peace for Israel means security and that security must be a 
reality.” 

   

 

TBS Office 
Closed 

                                

2 
 
Hebrew School, 
4:15 pm 

 

3 
 

 

4 
Family Service, 
7:45 pm 

 

5 
Shabbat 
Morning Service, 
9:30 am 

6 
Hebrew School , 
9am-noon 
Men’s Club, 9:30 
am 
Mishpachah,       
11 am 
Hebrew School 
Bingo, 4-7 pm 

SCRIP ORDERS 
DUE 

7   
House & 
Grounds Mtg, 
7:30 pm 

 

8   
EXEC Board 
Mtg., 6:30 pm 
 

ROSH 
CHODESH/
Shevat 

 9 
Hebrew School, 
4:15 pm 
 
USY Exec. Board 
mtg, 6:30 pm 
 

 10   
Sisterhood Paid-
Up Dinner, 7 pm 

11 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15 pm 
 

 12 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30 am 
Jr. Congregation, 
10:30 am 
 

HEY Class Lunch 
& Learn following 
service 
 

13   HS, 9am-
noon;  
Scribes Visit TBS, 
Family Program 
@ 12:15 pm 
 
Fundraising, 11:15 
am;     
USY Mtg, 6-8 pm 

14 
 

 

 15 
 

 

Book Club 
Meeting,            
7:30 pm 

16 
Hebrew School, 
4:15 pm 
 

17   

 

Board mtg, 7 pm 

18     
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
6:15 pm 
Tot Shabbat,             
7 pm 

19 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30 am 
 
 
USY - PANIM, 
Washington, DC 

20 
 

NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

21 

 

TBS Office 
Closed 
 
*Martin Luther 
King Day 

22 

Tu B’Shevat 

23 
Hebrew School, 
4:15 pm 

24 
 

 25 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15 pm 
 

26  
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30 am 

Havdalah Service 

TBS Movie night, 
7:30 pm 

27   

Hebrew School,  
9 am-noon 

Sisterhood Fitness 
Day, 2 pm 

28 29 30 
Hebrew School, 
4:15 pm 
 

31  
 
 
CPR Class 
6-10 pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

1 

Source: www.jewish-history.com 

New Date
 CPR/DEFIBRILLATOR 

CLASS - January 31 
Learn this life-saving 
technique taught by 
Kobe Tigershtrom. 

Space is limited so please 
RSVP by January 25. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

 

1 
Family Service, 
7:45 pm 

 

2 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30 am 

3 Hebrew School,  
9 am-noon 
 

*Men’s Club ~ 
World Wide 
Wrap, 9:30 am 
Mishpachah, 
11am-noon 
Fundraising mtg, 
11am-noon 

4 
House & Grounds 
mtg, 7:30 pm 
 

 5  
 

6 
Hebrew School, 
4:15 pm 
 
Hey Class 
Meeting, 6:30-8 
pm 

 

7 
Sisterhood mtg, 
7:30 pm 
 

8 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 
led by USY,  
8:15 pm 

9 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30 am 
Jr. congregation, 
10:30 am 
 
TBS movie night, 
7:30 pm 

10 
Hebrew School,  
9 am-noon 
Sisterhood Health 
Day & Cooking 
Program, 1 pm 
Brunch program 
@ the 
Hochbergs, 11am 
USY mtg, 6-8 pm 

11 
 
 

12 
  
Executive Board 
mtg, 6:30 pm 

13 
Hebrew School, 
4:15 pm 
 
 

14 
 

15 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
6:15 pm 
Tot Shabbat,            
7 pm 
 
 
 

16 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30 am 
 

17 
 

NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

18 
 
TBS Office 
Closed 

19 
 

20 
NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 
 

21 
 

TBS Board mtg,  
7 pm 

 22 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service, 
8:15 pm,  
 
 
 

23 
Shabbat Morning 
Service, 9:30 am 
 

24  
 
NO HEBREW 
SCHOOL 
 
 

25 

 

 

 

26 27 
 
Hey Class 
Meeting, 6:30-8 
pm 
 

 

28 29 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat & Leap 
Year Service, 
8:15 pm 

 
 

     *A Closer Look  - World Wide Wrap: The Mitzvah of Tefillin 
The TBS Men’s Club is pleased, once again, to be part of a meaningful program of learning and 
prayer - The World Wide Wrap ~ the Mitzvah of Tefillin.  
The Torah tells us in four places that we should put on tefillin ~ Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Deuteronomy 
11:13-21, Exodus 13:1-10, and Exodus 13:11-16.  Each of these places is a separate chapter in the Torah, 
therefore each of these chapters are written on small pieces of parchment and placed into leather housings.  
Those housings are placed on your arm and your head, along with special leather straps. 
The prayer that is recited each day before putting on tefillin is: ‘My intention in putting on tefillin is to fulfill 
the will of my Creator, Who has commanded us to put on tefillin, as it says in His Torah, “And you shall bind 
them as a sign on your arm, and they shall be as frontlets on your head between your eyes.” 
For more information about tefillin, visit www.beingjewish.com/mitzvos/tefillin.html. 
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ָׁשלֹום ַׁשָּבת  

Each week Rabbi Kalev shares a trivia question at 
Shabbat services. The first person to call his voice 

mail after Shabbat with the correct answer wins a prize! 

The competition is fierce so make sure to call in as soon as Shabbat has ended. 
 
What is the Sephardic word for yarhzeit? – Annos – Jeff Guest 
The 18 benedictions of the weekday Amidah are shortened to how many on 
Shabbat? – Seven – Marilyn Arsham 
Who was the 1st Rabbi in the Western Hemisphere? – Isaac Aboab de Fonseca – 
Ellen Gershman 
Why do some women put on perfume on the afternoon of Tisha B’Av? – To 
welcome the Messiah – Nobody 
In what year was the Hebraic section established at the Library of Congress? – 
1914 – Marilyn Arsham 
In the Yiddish song “Tumbalalaika” what grows without rain, what yearns without 
tears, and what can burn forever? A stone, a heart & love – Jeff Roberts 
What is the name of the tractate of the Mishnah that contains no laws? – Pirkei 
Avot – Nobody 
This woman was a US Congresswoman from NY known for her wide brimmed 
hats – Bella Abzug – Bob Beck 

 

Regular Shabbat Services 
Friday Evenings   8:15 pm 
Early Evening Service - 
third Friday of each month ~  
January 18  6:15 pm 
February 15  6:15 pm 
 

Saturday Mornings  9:30 am 
 

Shabbat Service Led by USY 
February 8  8:15 pm 
 
Junior Congregation 
January 12  10:30 am 
February 9   10:30 am 
 
Tot Shabbat 
January 18  7:00 pm 
February 15  7:00 pm 
 
Family Services 
January 4  7:45 pm 
February 1  7:45 pm  

Hey Class Lunch & Learn 
Lunch & discussion with Rabbi Kalev 
following services 
January 12  
 

Havdalah Service (followed by TBS 
movie night) 
January 26  7:15 pm 
February 9  6:30 pm 
 

January  
4 4:21 pm 
11 4:27 pm 
18 4:35 pm 
25 4:44 pm 
 

February 
1 4:52 pm 
8 5:01 pm 
15 5:10 pm 
22 5:19 pm 
29 5:27 pm 

 TBS Shabbat Services Shabbat Candle Lighting 

 
 
 
 

Marc Houslanger will be hosting a 
Kiddush luncheon on 
Saturday, January 19 
Saturday, February 9 

 
Kiddush follows the Saturday 

morning service - all are welcome. 

Our Men’s Club is honored to have Fozia Khan spend the morning with us explaining                              
the basic tenants of Islam as well as answer our many questions.                  

Ms. Khan is the President of the AWMA, a local group based in Westchester.   

Let’s show Ms. Khan our appreciation for her willingness to  
come and speak in our community.   

 

Join us for breakfast and this very informative program.  
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S c h m o o z i n g  w i t h  t h e  S i s t e r h o o d  

A Message from your Sisterhood President 

I n combination with the Rabbi’s movie 
night, “Miracle At Midnight,” on 

November 10th, Sisterhood provided a “home-
made” Havdalah Dinner.  I want to thank 
Georgene, Monica, Lynn (Liebman), Anita, and 
Dana ~ we had a ball cooking at the temple.  
The folks that came for dinner all had a great 
time and really enjoyed themselves.  Of course 
the movie wasn’t bad either!!! 

I would like to extend an invitation to the 
women in our synagogue to attend our 
Sisterhood Paid Up Dinner on January 10th. 

New members are always welcome and this dinner provides one more chance 
to join Sisterhood this year.  Due to scheduling conflicts we needed to 
reschedule the event (as it turns out the weather was terrible on December 13 
anyway).  Please RSVP for the new date so that we can ensure there is 
enough food for all.  Since January 10th’s event is Cuban Cooking, the menu 
will be Cuban food.  I will show you how to make an incredible Cuban meal 
at home for your family! Come eat, drink and shmooze with us.  You’ll see 
that we are not “your mother’s” sisterhood.  Let us know what you’d like to 
see us do.  We’d love to see you there and be part of a great women’s group.  

On January 27th, Yorktown Fitness Center will be coming to TBS to 
demonstrate workout programs that can be done together with everyone in 
your family.  Please RSVP and let us know if you are coming so that 
Yorktown Fitness Center can schedule proper staffing for the day. 

February 7th will be our regular Sisterhood meeting.  I would really love to 
see you there.  This is a great opportunity for you to tell Sisterhood what 
events you would like us to host and/or what you would like to chair. 

February 10th is Health Day.  We are planning to have an event where we 
can show you how to cook healthy meals at home.  We would love to see you 
there! 

Take Care, 

Lynn 

Sisterhood Executive Board 
President 
Lynn Michaels           528-2233 
sisterhood@tbsmahopac.org 
 

Vice President             
Ellen Gershman 
 

Treasurer       
Chris Feuer           628-0448 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Frances Tesler               628-5482 
 

Recording Secretary     
Monica Scavone   855-9403 
 

Program Chair 
Marge Pollack  628-5252 
 

Gift Shop Chairman  
Linda Tigershtrom  208-3249 
GiftShop@tbsmahopac.org 

2008 Calendar 

Jan 10 Paid-up dinner                   7 pm 

Jan 27 Fitness Day                        2 pm 

Feb 7 Sisterhood Meeting            7:30 pm 

Feb 10 Health Day                         1 pm 

Mar 11 Sisterhood Meeting            7:30 pm 

Mar 29 Kosher Iron Chef                TBD 

Apr 10 Taste Of Passover               7 pm 

May 8 Sisterhood Meeting            7:30 pm 

May 11 Anything But Bagels          11am 

May 18 Torah Fund            1 pm 
June 12 Sisterhood Meeting            7:30 pm 

July 10 Sisterhood Meeting            7:30 pm 

July 27 Picnic                                  Noon 

 

We’re not your mother’s Sisterhood!  Join us for our Paid-up Dinner on January 10, Fitness Day on January 27,                        
and Health Day on February 10.  New members always welcome! 
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  indelachtindelachtּקּק  osher  for the  osher  for theּכּכ  ooking  ookingּכּכ
Hint: The Hebrew letter Kuf ( ּכa) and Koof ּקּק( a) make a ‘k’ sound  

COOKIE DOUGH  
HAMANTASCHEN 
Divine Kosher Cuisine, page 231-2 
 

Yields 44 cookies 

Ingredients 
1 cup butter (or pareve margarine) 
2 cups sugar 
3 large eggs, divided 
2 tsp vanilla extract 
3 1/2 tsp orange juice 
1 tsp baking powder 
1/2 tsp salt 
4 cups flour 
Flour for rolling 
Prune, poppy seed, apricot, raspberry, 
cherry, or Double Chocolate Filling.  

Instructions 

1. Preheat oven to 3500F. Grease 
cookie sheets. 

2. Cream butter (or margarine) and 
sugar at medium speed with electric 
mixer. Beat in 2 eggs, vanilla and juice. 

3. Combine baking powder and salt 
with flour and gradually add to 
creamed mixture. Dough will be sticky. 

4. Divide dough into 4 balls and cover 
with plastic wrap. Chill 4 hours. 

5. Roll each ball on lightly floured sur-
face to 1/4-inch thickness. Cut 3-inch 
circles with cookie cutter. 

6. Beat remaining egg with 1 teaspoon 
water. Brush rim of circle with egg wash 
and place 1 teaspoon of filling in            
center. Pinch edges together to form 
triangle, leaving center open slightly to 
expose filling. 

7. Place on sheets and bake 15 to 18 
minutes until lightly browned. Freezes 
well. 

DOUBLE CHOCOLATE FILLING 
Divine Kosher Cuisine, page 232 

Ingredients 
4 ounces dairy or pareve pound or chif-
fon cake 
3 tablespoons sugar 
3 tablespoons cocoa, sifted 
1 tablespoon butter (or pareve marga-
rine), melted 
1 large egg yolk 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 tablespoons chocolate syrup 
1 tablespoon orange juice 
1/2 cup chocolate minichips 

Instructions 

1. Process cake into fine crumbs and mix 
in sugar and cocoa. Add butter (or mar-
garine). 

2. Beat in egg yolk and vanilla. Add 
chocolate syrup and juice. Fold in choco-
late chips. 

3. Fill hamantaschen. 

PITA CRISPS 
Divine Kosher Cuisine, page 54 

Yields 36 crisps 

Ingredients 
3 large pitas 
1/2 cup melted butter (or olive oil for 
pareve) 
1 tablespoon dried parsley 
1 teaspoon dried oregano 
1/8 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/8 teaspoon onion powder 
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese for 
dairy 

Instructions 

Preheat oven to 3500F. Grease cookie 
sheets. 
Split pitas in half, exposing rough 
interior. 
Combine butter or oil and spices, and 
brush pitas. Sprinkle with cheese. 

Cut each pita half into 6 wedges and 
arrange in single layer on sheet. Bake 
12 to 15 minutes until browned. 

SOUR CREAM YEAST DOUGH 
HAMANTASHEN 
Divine Kosher Cuisine, page 230-1 

Yields 25 large pastries 

Dough Ingredients  
1/4 cup warm milk (or non-dairy milk) 
2 1/4  teaspoons dry yeast  
1/2 cup sugar, divided  
2 cups flour, divided  
1/2 cup butter (or pareve margarine)
1/2 cup sour cream (or nondairy sour 
cream) 
2 large eggs, beaten well 
1/4 teaspoon salt 

Prune, poppy seed, apricot, raspberry, 
cherry, or Double Chocolate Filling  
 

Instructions 
Preheat oven to 3500F ten minutes 
before baking. Line cookie sheets with 
parchment paper. 

Make mixture from yeast, milk or 
nondairy milk, 1/4 teaspoon sugar 
and 1/4 cup flour. Allow to sit 20 
minutes. 

Cut butter or margarine into flour in 
large bowl. 

Add yeast mixture and remaining 
ingredients. Mix to smooth dough, 
adding flour until dough is no longer 
sticky. Cover with plastic wrap and 
chill overnight. 

Roll out 1/4-inch thick on floured 
surface, fold into thirds and roll out 
again. Fold and roll twice more. This 
makes a very rich, flaky, but not sweet 
pastry. 

Roll out, cut with 3 1/2-inch cookie 
cutter and fill. 

Fold up sides in a triangle, leaving 
almost no filling exposed, The cookies 
will open as they proof and bake. 
Brush liberally with Egg-Honey Wash. 
Cover and let rise 30 minutes. Bake 15 
to 20 minutes until golden brown. Cool. 

Store in airtight container for up to 2 
days. May be frozen. 

For a just baked taste, warm hamantaschen 
in 3000F oven for 10-15 minutes to freshen. 

EGG-HONEY WASH 

2 large eggs  1/2 cup honey 

Beat eggs with honey and brush tops 
of unbaked yeast hamantaschen. 

Recipes have been taken from Divine Kosher 
Cuisine, a cookbook produced to benefit 

educational programs at Congregation Agudat 
Achim in Niskayuna, New York. To order a copy 

of Divine Kosher Cuisine ($32.95) visit 
www.DivineKosher.com or call 518-344-1190.  
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bury holy books, with Rabbi Kalev, 
at Sharon Gardens cemetery as part 
of a family education program.  You 
will also be able see students and 
parents working together planting 
bulbs for the Crocus Project, (a 
program begun by the Irish 
Holocaust Education Committee) as 
part of our study on intolerance and 
the Holocaust. As the yellow 
flowers begin to bloom as the first 
signs of spring, they will help us all 
to recognize intolerance everywhere 
and to do our best to promote 
learning and awareness. 

We are looking forward to the sofer 
(scribe) program set for January 
13th. The scribes will  be spending 
the morning with the Hebrew 
School students, and then at                
12:15 pm they will be spending time 
with the entire TBS community and 
they repair one Torah scroll and 
answer questions about the 
intricacies of this process.  

 In February, Cantor Shira Adler 
will accompany our Bet and 
Gimmel students as they once again 
proudly represent Temple Beth 
Shalom at the annual WAHS 
Zimriyah in New Rochelle. 

Snow has forced cancellation of 
school several times, but we only do 
this to insure the safety of our 
teachers, students and parents.  The 
adage “better safe than sorry” looms 

W ithout a 
doubt the 

Chanukah weekend 
that we had here 
with the Hebrew 
School students and 
their families was 

one of the best  times I remember.  
Over 80 people were expected to 
join us for Shabbat dinner with the 
Gan, Gesher and Mechina classes,  
but due to inclement weather only 
70 people actually made it!  It was 
truly a great success with delicious 
food only heightened by our 
kindergarten, first and second grade 
students leading Shabbat songs 
using sign language.  It was truly 
special to have them recite the 
shema from the bimah with sign 
language emphasizing the meaning 
and importance of the prayer. 

The weekend continued on Sunday 
morning with a Chanukah 
adventure for our students and our 
first ever TBS Latke Cook-Off.  
The very hungry judges couldn’t 
decide between Dara Berkowitzs’ 
yummy potato pancakes or Lisa 
Branca’s latkes that had a secret 
ingredient that rendered them 
delicious as well.  They are eager to 
take on any challengers in our next 
cook off opportunity!! 

Check out the monitor in the lobby 
for evidence of how our Dalet class 
students and their families helped 

January 
 
4 Family Service, 7:45 pm 
6 Mishpachah, 11 am-noon 
12 Jr. Congregation, 10:30 am 
 Hey Class Lunch & Learn 
13 School wide parent/teacher 
 conferences & special student 
 program - Torah Scribes visit 
 TBS 
18 Tot Shabbat, 7 pm 
20  NO SCHOOL/MLK Day 

February 
 
1     Family Service 
3 Mishpachah, 11 am-noon 
 Bet/Gimmel Zimriyah 
9 Jr. Congregation, 10:30 am 
 Family Havdalah/ 
 Gimmel Class, 6:45 pm 
15 Tot Shabbat, 7 pm 
17 NO SCHOOL 
20 NO SCHOOL 
24 NO SCHOOL 

TBS HEBREW SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Hebrew School News 

z y x v u 

out there when we decide to close.  
We will evaluate adding days to the 
calendar should the need arise as the 
winter continues. Stay safe, stay 
warm and on days off…practice 
reading Hebrew!!! 

Carol 
 

~ Carol Zager, Principal 

 

SOFER ~ TORAH 
SCRIBE PROGRAM 

Sunday, January 13 
Hebrew School Program, 9 am-noon 
TBS Community Event, 12:15 pm 

 

Watch the scribes repair one of                      
our Torahs!  

This is an incredible opportunity to 
learn about the work of a scribe. 

STaM is an acronym for three of the 
sacred Jewish scribal items--Sifrei 
Torah (scrolls containing the first 
five books of the Bible), Tefillin 
(phylactaries) and mezuzot--a 
parchment on which 
portions of the Shema 
Yisrael prayer are 
written, and which 
Jews are commanded 
to place on their 
doorposts. STaM must be written on 
parchment in black ink by a Torah-
observant man. The writing must be 
legible to a child just learning to read 
Hebrew and must conform to 
standards described in the Tor, a 
book of Jewish law. Within those 
criteria, there is room for variation in 
style and artistic impact.  

How is STaM written?  

STaM is written by hand on 
parchment, using special ink and 
quills. In addition, mezuzot and 
tefillin must be written k'sidran--
letter by letter, in order. If one letter 
is incorrect or unrecognizable, the 
entire item loses its ritual value. It 
must be placed aside for burial; it 
may not be corrected. Sifrei Torah 
and megillot may be written out of 
order.  

For more info: www.torahscribe.com 
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To Miriam Yekutiel for teaching a very 
informative class on the Book of Joshua to 
our community. 
 

To David Rubin and Family for 
organizing another successful Mitzvah 
Day at Green Chimneys. 
 

To our USYers and their leaders Steve 
Bettman, Howie Gershman, Ben 
Scavone & Georgene Perlman for a 
great USY Shabbat. 
 

To the Dalet Families for all their help 
burying our holy books. 
 
To Barry Plaut for the beautiful book 
shelves in the back community room. 
 
To the Michaels Family for the donation 
of the gorgeous new display screen in our 
lobby. 
 
To the Israeli Scout Committee for 
another successful Holiday Fair. 
 
To Cantor Shira and our Choir for their 
beautiful voices at the Thanksgiving 
Service. 
 

To Ron & Marilyn Arsham for 
representing our community at the USCJ 
convention. 
 

To Lynn Michaels & Karen Kwan for 
organizing services while the Rabbi was 
away. 
 

To Dana Gutt for organizing a very 
successful coat drive. 
 

To Dara Berkowitz and Crew for 
delicious latkes at our Hannukah 
celebration. 
 
To Rich Zager for playing guitar at our 
menorah lighting at the JV Mall. 
 

To Dara Berkowitz, Sharon Gunzburg, 
Jennifer Klee and Crew for organizing a 
wonderful Shabbat dinner. 
 

To Koby Tigershtrom for organizing our 
CPR/Defibrillator Class. 

 

Our Temple Family 

Celebrating Birthdays  
in Our Community 

1 Barbara Schiller 
3 Harriet Rosenberg 
4 Jamie Chacon 
 Eva Gutt 
7 Anne Gurewitsch 
 Shane Solar-Doherty 
10 Melinda Kaiser 
 Matthew Kushner 
11 Vivian Kalev 
12 Melissa Bellenchia 
 Mae Greenberg 
13 Abraham Koswener 
14 Michelle Brigman 

15 Carol Zager 
18 Janet Gralla 
 Gerald Raskob 
19 Paige Chavis 
 Loretta Grossman 
20 Christopher Scanlan 
21 Michael Kushner 
 James Sparks 
22 Richard Kravitz 
23 Brianne Petrone 
24 Rabbi Joshua Kalev 
25 Benjamin Feuer 
 Lois Vatkin 

27 Eileen Goren 
28 Max Lichtman 
 Jared Rubin 
 Charles Schiller 
29 Debroah Hertz 
30 Maxine Berlin 
 Lloyd Shulman 
31 Jess Berkwits 
 Myrna Holzman 
 
 

2 Tess Bartman 
 Aaron Feldman 
 Richard Koppel 
 Marge Pollack 
3 Cynthia Hertz 
4 Linda Fleischer
 David Schwartz 
5 Stuart Feldman 
 Daniel Kreiness 
 Michael Kreisness 
 Eleanor Small 
6 Lisa Branca 
 William Brigman 
7 Justin Fleischer 
8 Brittany Klein 
 Jack Posniak 
9 Jordan Katz 
10 Barry Rothstein 
12 Ashley Tigershtrom 
13 Bernard Jacobx 
 Julie Martin 
 Arthur Rebell 
14 Joseph Carrillo 
 Ira Weisman 
15 Kevin Khederian 
 Mark Liff 
 Katherine Posniak 
 Carolyn Stiman 
 Barbara Weisman 

16 Juliana Greenberg 
 Allen Hochberg 
 Noa Maya Kalev 
 Suzanne Ranani 
 Sam Wachsberger 
17 Bria Gunzberg 
 Benjamin Raskob 
 Danit Simon  
 Leo Vatkin 
19 Robert Lazar 
20 Joshua Dulberger 
 Anita Salomon 
22 Diane Gorelick 
23 Michelle Houslanger 
24 Robert Jaffe 
 Michael Loewenberg 
26 Scott Hammer 
27 Debbie Ashley 
 Stephanie Raefski 
 Rachel Robertson 
28 Iris Gorodess 
 Matthew Klee 

  
Yom Huledet 

Sameach 
 

(/: ;$-&% .&* 

Mi’sheberach ~ Wishing a return to good health to those who are ill in our community ~ 
Joseph Carrillo 

Leah Bat Sholmo Ve Ester 
Giselle Dollinger 

Marcus Fitz 
Charles Gassett 

Gordon C. Gladden 
Felicia Gruber 

Ana Horn 
Sol Indig 

Bob Kaiser  
Erna Kaplan 

Kenneth Kaplan 
Rivka bat Esther 
Helen Lichtman 

Eunice McDermott 
Fannie Meyer 

Harold Michaels  
John Morelli 

Dorothy Morrill 
Marge Pollack 
Alana Rogers 
Joanne Sachs 
Eleanor Small 

Rosalee Steiner 
Ethel Thomas  
Larry Ticker 

Bernard Trachenberg 

Lois Van Etten 
Charles Winterhalter 

Geri Winterhalter                  
Robin Zencheck 

Meira Atalya bat Kiva Tal 
Yitzchak ben Kiva Tal 

Kiva Tal bat Sara 
Yosef be Avraham v’Sara 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

Seussical the MusicalTM 
A TBS Players Production 

March 1, 7 pm  
& March 2, 2 pm 

on the grand stage at 
Temple Beth Shalom 

Look for information at 
www.tbsmahopac.org 

 

Why Bad Grades Happen                 
to Good Kids 

Meet TBS members and 
authors of this new publication -  

Drs. Linda and Al Silbert,  
Tuesday, March 4, 7:00 pm 
at Mahopac Public Library. 
Look for further information               

in February at 
www.mahopaclibrary.org 

 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Showcase 
Sunday, March 16 

12-4 pm 
Colonial Terrace in  
Cortlandt Manor  

This showcase features a 
variety of services for Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah, teen and wedding 
planners, and the best part: it 

is fun for the whole family.  
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To Andrew Plaut for reading Haftarah for 
the first time. 
 

To Tess Bettman for reading Torah for the 
first time since her Bat Mitzvah. 
 

To Travis Scavone for giving a beautiful 
D'var Torah 
 

To Emilie & Forrest Brigman for 
returning to the bimah to read Torah 
 

To Kenny Chipkin on the launching of his 
new website INet News. 
 

 

To the Branca & Ochiogrossi families 
on the new "triplet" addition to the family. 
 

To the Raefskis on the engagement of their 
daughter. 
 

To Max & Judy Levy on the birth of their 
grandchild. 
  

SPOTLIGHT ON NEW MEMBERS 
By Glenn Sapir 

which she educates cosmetology 
students in science, and other students 
i n  A d v a n c e d  P l a c e m e n t 
Environmental Science at the 
Teatown Reservation in Ossining. 

Their children attend Somers public 
schools.  Joshua is a third-grader at 
Somers Intermediate School, and 
Rachel is in kindergarten at the 
Primrose School. 

As with many new congregants, 
getting the kids into the religious 
school to receive a formal Jewish 
education was one of the motivating 
factors in joining, says Debbie.   

Temple Beth Shalom seemed to fit 
their needs. 

“Martin was raised in a Conservative 
temple, and that’s what he sought for 
our family,” Debbie said.  “We met 
the Rabbi, and we liked him.” 

The Rabbi teaches Joshua, and he 
offers Martin and Debbie reports on 
his progress.  Yet, a “disconnect” does 
exist for Debbie. 

“I’m uncertain of some things 
regarding the temple,” she said.  
“Maybe messages that are supposed 
to be delivered through our kids aren’t 
reaching us.  Also, I don’t know what 
is expected of us as parents of 
religious school students.” 

Another indication of a gap in 
communications is the fact that 
sometimes, she says, they don’t know 
what is going on at the temple, or find 
out at the last minute. 

When asked how the temple can serve 
her family, she suggested that the 
Rabbi lead classes on various aspects 
of spirituality, perhaps unaware of the 
adult education classes he does 
already lead. 

As the Ashleys become better 
acquainted with TBS, these questions 
will be answered. The more they 
come to services, the more informed 

they will become through both spoken 
and written announcements.  Martin 
plans to join the Men’s Club, and he’ll 
learn of temple activities there while 
sharing the camaraderie of both men 
and women members.  Of course, this 
newsletter will become a much-
anticipated source of information, just 
as it is for all of the other members of 
the congregation who stand by their 
mailboxes each day, eagerly awaiting 
the arrival of the mail with hope that 
the latest issue will be delivered. 

Important to the Ashleys is observing 
Shabbat.  The early Friday family 
services work for their family, but 
when the services start later, it proves 
to be too late for Rachel, so their 
celebration is usually at home. 

“We light candles and sing on Friday 
night,” Debbie said.  “And we try to 
make Saturday a family day.” 

As our warm congregation reaches 
out to the Ashleys, and the four 
become more familiar with our 
members and our offerings, as well as 
our communication vehicles, we hope 
to see a lot more of this family.  We 
hope that over time their questions 
will be answered and their requests 
fulfilled.  On the other hand, their 
comments can lead to ways TBS can 
improve both its offerings, and its 
sensitivity to the needs of new 
members. 

May your association with our 
congregation enrich your lives; 

may you find here  
refreshment of spirit,  
stimulation of mind,  

warmth of fellowship,  
a community of care and concern. 

 

I f you’ve been an active part of 
the congregation, perhaps even a 

board member or officer, it is easy to 
lose a feel for the perspective of a 
new member.  Thus, a recent phone 
conversation with Debbie Ashley, 
whose family joined the congregation 
shortly before the holidays last fall, 
was informative not only to learn 
about her family’s background, but 
also to get a sense of the 
unfamiliarity a new member may 
feel. 

Martin and Debbie, along with 8 ½-
year-old Joshua and 5-year-old 
Rachel, have lived in Somers for four 
years, having moved from Kent. 

Martin practices family law in 
Somers, specializing in collaborative 
divorce law.  Unfamiliar with the 
term?  It refers to the effort of the 
divorcing spouses and their attorneys 
forging an agreement instead of 
having the court make significant 
decisions. 

Debbie is a science teacher for 
Northern Westchester-BOCES, for 
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Temple Beth Shalom is a member of 
the METNY region of USY.  For more 
information, visit www.metnyusy.org. 

The Cantor’s Notes Youth Group News 

T here has been a plethora ( Pleth 
o ra  noun   Greek-Latin    

Profusion; Abundance – For all you 
SAT takers) of  USY events over the 
past few months. 

In October, the USY group had an 
extremely successful sleepover at the 
Temple. It was not successful merely 
because the building remained 
standing and intact the morning after. 
Rather, there was an evening that 
turned into the wee hours of the 
morning full of fun, laughter, bonding 
and memories. Howie Gershman and 
I, though weary eyed, never had one 
instance where our intervention was 
required. I did, however, confiscate 
the DVD unrated version of Euro Trip 
only to learn that the only other DVD 
was Waiting, about the disgusting 
things wait staff do to your food order 
when you are annoying or obnoxious. 

The USY group had the privilege of 
listening to a renowned speaker on the 
religious and medical  issues 
surrounding body piercing and tattoos. 
The USY group would like to 
sincerely thank Susan Katz for her 
time, efforts and expertise in 
presenting a wonderful program. 

The Fall Kinnus was held at Beth 
El in New Rochelle and eight 
USYers from Temple Beth Shalom 
w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e . 
Congratulations to Katie Oelsner  

and Matthew Michaels for attending 
and enjoying their first Kinnus! 

Recently, our USYers, in their 
capacity as members of a Venturing 
Crew, spent a great sleepover 
weekend at Clear Lake, the Boy Scout 
camp in Putnam Valley, New York. A 
huge Yasher Koach to Howie 
Gershman for his guidance and 
stewardship in making the weekend 
experience so memorable for our kids. 

On Saturday November 8, 2007, 12 
USYers ran the morning service from 
soup to nuts. Each participant had a 
tremendous part in making the 
morning so special and they each did a 
wonderful job reading prayers, 
reading torah, showing Ruach! 

Please remember to 
check your calendars, 
the TBS website, and 
your emails for future 
events! 

Regards,  

~ Steve 

       
 

January 25th-27th 

@ The Crowne Plaza in 
Somerset, NJ 

Spend an AMAZING weekend 
with all of your best friends 

from METNY USY! 

A s much as I am thrilled to 
experience the first snow of the 

season, more often than not  I am 
more excited to be done with the 
snow.  I'm far too much of a Los 
Angeles girl to tolerate too much cold 
weather.   

In anticipation of things that warm the 
spirit, if not my toes, I am already 
focusing on the coming Spring.  I have 
plenty to look forward to such as my 
April 13th wedding date, both my and 
my fiance's birthdays (also April) and 
Israel's upcoming 60th birthday.  This 
year, Israel is the theme of the 
Westchester Zimriyah. 

It has been a pleasure sharing music 
with all of the religious school 
students and I am especially proud of 
the great ruach the Bet and Gimmel 
students have demonstrated in our 
prepration for the February Zimriyah. 

Speaking of special dates, save the 
date for an incredible event March 1st 
f e a t u r i n g  K o l  H a z z an i m ( a 
conglomeration of Westchester 
Cantors) as the musical entertainment 
for this year's annual Westchester 
Jewish Conference's Gala.    

Stay tuned in the next issue for 
announcements regarding a special 
end-of-year concert debut! 

B'shalom v'shirim, 

~ Cantor Shira 

TBS USYers enjoy a 
Hannukah party and 
their weekend 
adventure at                  
Clear Lake.  
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Photos: Alyia 
enjoying her falafel, the Western Wall, and a 
few Bedouin camels in the desert.  

I  went on Birthright in January 
'06 with Ithaca College and 

Cornell University Hillel.  I went 
with a friend from camp. The 
highlight of my trip was being in 
Jerusalem and experiencing the 
Kotel with one of my closest friends 
who had never been there before.  I 
felt so lucky that we could share 
such a special thing together.    

Israel is nothing like what you see 
on the news and it was beautiful to 
see such a metropolitan area and 
such beautiful mountains and oases 
and green  fields all in one place.  
The war/bombings had no direct 
effect on our trip.  I'm sure if there 
wasn't a war going on, the level of 
security in Israel wouldn't be so 
high, but it definitely did not 
infringe on our trip!   

The food in 
I s r a e l  i s 
o u t s t a n d i n g .  
Eating freshly 
made Falafel and 
swee t  f r e s h 
vegetables was 
something I wish I could do every 
day! I would go back just to eat :).  
My trip to Israel only made me 
love being Jewish even more 
because I know that I am part of 
something so much bigger than 
just Hebrew school and services.  
Israel is our ancestors and our 
history and you feel like you 
belong when you are there.  I know I 
will be back in Israel soon - I'm  

birthright~ 
israel 

T aglit-birthright israel provides the gift of first time, peer group, educational trips to Israel for 
Jewish young adults ages 18 to 26. Taglit-birthright israel's founders created this program to send 

thousands of young Jewish adults from all over the world to Israel as a gift in order to diminish the 
growing division between Israel and Jewish communities around the world; to strengthen the sense of 
solidarity among world Jewry; and to strengthen participants' personal Jewish identity and connection to 

the Jewish people. 

Taglit-birthright israel operates on a belief that it is every Jewish person's birthright to visit Israel. To date, nearly 145,000 
young adults from 52 countries have traveled to Israel for the first time on Taglit-birthright israel trips. To learn more about 
signing up for a Taglit-birthright israel trip, visit www.birthrightisrael.com. 

Registration for summer 08 trips opens February 12. 

A number of our TBS teens are 
fortunate to have traveled with other 
young adults on a birthright-Israel 
trip.  We asked Alyia Bettman and 

Sam Sparks to share their 
experiences with the congregation.   

T he name of my 
t r i p  w a s 

Birthright Israel 
Hillel Campus Tour 
and I went from June 
11th through June 
21st, 2007.  I did not 

travel with anyone I knew, in fact I 
was the only person from a 
Massachusetts school.  

The highlight of the trip was 
spending the night in the Bedouin 
tents in Hanokdim. Seeing the stars 
at night, riding camels and the 
Bedouin food and hospitality was the 
best part of the trip.  

I did not feel that the trip was 
affected by the war. We did travel 
with a security guard who was armed 
at all times and there was a bombing 
in Israel while I was there but I 
personally was never worried or 
concerned at all during the trip. 
Israelis who are in the army joined 
our group for a few days during our 
trip and we learned from them what 
the army and the war was like, from 
the perspective of people my age.  

The food in Israel was 
great especially when we 
were given free time to 
go to restaurants. While I 
was there I met two of 
my USY friends, one of 
whom had spent the year 
studying at a yeshiva 
there. I would like to go 
back to Israel to visit 
again.     

Sam is a sophomore at 
Clark University and the SATO 
committee co-chair for Clark/Hillel. 

always looking for ways to go back, 
either to study or just travel.  I fell in 
love with Israel.  I enjoyed every part 
of the trip...even the 15 hour plane 
ride!! Just knowing that I was on a 
plane with other people who loved 
Israel just as much as I did was 
amazing.   

If you are eligible to go on birthright, 
there is absolutely NO REASON not 
to go. Israel is beautiful and life 
changing.  People walk away from the 
trip with a million different reasons 
for loving it.  Some people take the 
religious aspects away with them, 
others just love it because its a fun 
vacation!  No matter what, everyone 
will fall in love with Israel!  

     

Alyia is currently a student at Ithaca 
College and is an 
active member of 
Student Alliance 
for Israel (SAFI) 
and Hillel.  
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 Freshman Congressman John Hall 
Makes First Visit  to Israel 
By U.S. Rep. John Hall (D-NY19) 

D uring the last week in August I had the privilege of 
traveling to Israel on an educational trip with the 

Jewish Community Relations Council of New York.  This 
was my first trip abroad since being elected to 
Congress.  Walking the streets of Old Jerusalem, praying at 
the Western Wall, and watching the sun set over the 
Mediterranean in Old Jaffe, I felt the sweep of centuries of 
history. 

Highlights from my trip included meetings with Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert, Israeli Foreign Affairs Minister 
Tzippi Livny, and Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Haim 
Ramon.  Our group also had meetings with Palestinian 
officials, and Congressman Gary Ackerman and I were able 
to visit Bethlehem and join a Palestinian Christian family for 
dinner.  We also went to Yad Vashem, the national 
Holocaust memorial, an experience that was made even 
more moving by our tour guide's account of his relatives who 
died in the Holocaust. 

In the town of Sderot, I saw firsthand the threats and fear 
that Israelis put up with everyday.  Sderot is the target of a 
constant barrage of Kassam rockets fired from three miles 
away in Gaza.  Right before I arrived, a Kassam rocket had 
hit a beautiful home, leaving a huge hole in its red tile roof 
and damage to the nearby houses from flying 
debris.  Thankfully, the rocket didn’t kill anyone since the 
family had a few seconds warning and dashed to their              
 

Introduction to Yiddish 

A 6 session course for beginning Yiddish will be taught at the 
Jewish Federation for $30. The fee includes a brand-new 

copy of a textbook that lists for $19. A special rate of $50 
will be offered to a husband and wife pair who will share               

a textbook.  

Morty Morrison will be the instructor. A tentative class time is 
planned for Tuesdays from 10:00 am – noon.  Morty is 

flexible about the course day and time and would like to 
accommodate as many people as possible. Please call him at  

203-748-7339 with any questions or concerns. 

The class will be limited to 10 participants, so sign up now 
and send your $30 or $50 to the Jewish Federation,                    

69 Kenosia Avenue, Danbury, CT 06810. The class will  
begin as soon as we have 10 participants. 

Morty has only one disclaimer – you will not be a fluent 
Yiddish speaker after this course, which is an introduction,  

but it is a start on a road that has a future.                    

Zeit gesundt (be healthy). 

basement shelter.  In the mind of the residents of the town, 
the attack left the question of when the next rocket would 
fall. 

Congressman Ackerman and I held a Kassam in our hands 
at the police storeroom where dozens of the rockets have 
been collected.  The Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) are 
undertaking a difficult task trying to locate the rocket 
launchers and perpetrators while avoiding civilian 
casualties.  From what the Israelis told me, Hamas is 
doing nothing to stop the attacks. 

Two encouraging developments occurred during my 
trip.  Palestinian Authority forces rescued a lost Israeli 
soldier who was surrounded by a mob in Jenin and 
returned him safely to the IDF.  Also, the Palestinian 
Authority froze the assets of more than one hundred 
charities in the West Bank suspected of laundering money 
for terrorist groups. 

As you know, I strongly believe that the United States 
must achieve energy independence and not be dependent 
on countries that are hostile to us. While I was in Israel 
the Israeli company Solel contracted with Pacific Gas and 
Electric to build the world’s largest solar energy park in 
southern California’s Mojave Desert, a $2 billion project 
that will supply enough energy for 400,000 homes 

This was my first trip to Israel and it was truly a learning 
experience for me.  My experiences and conversations 
there have profoundly affected my understanding of the 
problems faced by the Israeli people, their relationships 
with their neighbors, and the U.S-Israeli relationship, and 
I look forward to a return visit soon. 

Please join the 
Westchester Jewish Conference 

as we celebrate our 32nd Anniversary  
at a 

Gala Celebration Proudly Featuring 
Kol Hazzanim * Westchester’s Cantors 

 
Saturday, March 1, 2008 at 7:30PM 

Congregation Kol Ami-White Plains 

Contact Nancy at: Nancy@wjconference.org 
914-328-7001, info@wjconference.org   

www.wjconference.org 

A beneficiary of UJA-Federation of New York                  
and a member of the Jewish Community                

Relations Council of New York 
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Men’s Club Message 

O n Monday, September 24, the 
president of Iran, Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad, spoke at Columbia 
University regarding his and his 
c o u n t r y ’ s  v i e w s  o n  c u r r e n t 
controversial issues.  Lee Bollinger, the 
president of Columbia, opened the 
assembly by introducing Ahmadinejad 
as a “petty and cruel dictator”. Quite 
frankly, I don’t believe that he could 
have been more accurate.  I would like 
to discuss some of the points he made 
and how we, as conservative Jews can 
see his lies for what they are and raise 
our voices to fight for what we know is 
right. 

The first point I’d like to raise is 
Ahmadinejad’s denial of the Holocaust.  
He explained that he likes to approach 
everything in a scientific and 
mathematical manner and that he does 
not see enough evidence to prove that 
the Holocaust occurred. Perhaps the 
many thousands of precious, yet ever-
diminishing survivors’ accounts are not 
enough for him. Nor are the remains of 
the death camps, the gas chambers, the 
ovens enough proof. To this, we can 
stand up and say, “Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, my great grandmother 
survived the concentration camps, and 
remembers exactly how each of  her 
four sisters died from starvation, 
disease as well as Nazi’s torture”. We 
can  record  our  paren ts ’  and 
grandparents’ and great-grandparents’ 
stories so that their memories will never 
be forgotten.  We can also attend rallies 
and parades dedicated to stopping the 
modern day Holocaust in Darfur, 
Sudan. 

The second aspect of Ahmadinejad’s 
speech I want to discuss is his refusal to 
recognize Israel’s unconditional right to 
exist.  He believes that when Israel was 
founded in 1948, the Jews forced 
millions of Palestinians out of their 
homeland.  This is simply incorrect.  In 
the early 1900’s, thousands of Jewish 
teenagers and young adults, inspired by 
Theodore Herzl, settled in the barren, 
desolate land of Palestine to help build 
a Jewish State. Among them were 
David Ben-Gurion and Golda Meir.  
Despite the many accounts of proof of 

these events, Ahmadinejad thinks that 
Israel should be destroyed and all the 
Jews dispersed.  To this, we can march 
in the Israeli Day Parade and show our 
support for Israel. We can take 
advantage of volunteer programs, USY 
programs, Birthright and so many 
others to show how much we truly love 
Israel as Conservative Jews and that no 
one and nothing can take our homeland 
away. 

Finally, in response to one of 
Bollinger’s questions, “Is it true that 
you executed two homosexual Iranians 
b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  s exu a l i t y? ” 
Ahmadinejad responded “In Iran we 
don't have homosexuals like in your 
country,” he continued: “In Iran we do 
not have this phenomenon. I don't know 
who told you that we have this.” This 
response, as I’m sure you can imagine, 
was met with enormous amounts of 
laughter and mockery.  Perhaps he just 
forgot to mention that there are no 
homosexuals in Iran because they have 
already stoned them all to death.  These 
types of remarks show his ignorance, 
lack of intelligence, and that he is not fit 
to be a world leader.  To this, we as 
conservative Jews can show the world 
how wrong and ridiculous Ahmadinejad 
truly is.  We can attend more rallies and 
parades to diminish his power. We can 
volunteer to help the victims of 
Ahmadinejad’s oppressing philosophy. 

Now that we’ve established just how 
ridiculous President Ahmadinejad is, 
lets review some of the actions we can 
take to counter his madness.  We can 
show him the Holocaust was in fact 
very real by recording the stories of our 
ancestors.  We can attend pro-Israel 
events; be it parades, rallies, or just 
fundraising parties.  We can also attend 
participate in the very current nuclear 
Iran issue.  A nuclear powered Iran is a 
terrible and very real threat to Israel.  I 
urge all of you to participate in these 
events.  Bring friends and relatives to 
increase support.  It is our duty as 
conservative Jews to fight for a free, 
safe, Jewish state, and I’m asking you 
join me in the fight. 

~ Andrew Plaut 
Mahopac USY 
Israeli Affairs VP 2007-2008 

T he end of the 
year is a busy 

time  for all of us—I 
hope you are all safe 
and warm, and not too 
inconvenienced by the 

winter weather. Please be sure to 
attend our next breakfast on Sunday, 
January 6, 2008 at 9:30 am.  Our 
guest speaker will be Ms. Fazia 
Kahn, President of the American 
Women’s Muslim Association.  She 
will explain the basic tenants of 
Islam and answer the many question 
I’m sure you will have.  

On February 3 we will join with 
conservative Jews around the world 
to participate in the World Wide 
Wrap, sponsored annually by the 
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs. 
 
We have rescheduled the “Getting 
Your House in Order” program for 
Sunday, March 2.  This is an 
important program so I hope to see 
all of you there. 

On behalf of the entire Men’s Club, 
Wendy, and my entire family, I 
extend my best wishes for a happy, 
healthy, and prosperous New Year. 
 
Shalom,  

Joel 
 
~Joel Greenberg, President 

A Call to Action  

February 3, 2008 
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 O n Sunday, November 4th, a 
sunny and clear Fall day, 

about a dozen members of TBS 
descended upon The Green 

Chimneys School in Brewster for a few hours of heavy-duty yard work.  
The task was to help clear an overgrown piece of the school’s property to 
make way for a meditation and memorial garden.  Areas throughout the 
new garden will be dedicated in memory of some of the special animals 
cared for by the Green Chimney’s students.  The TBS mitzvah team 
cleared branches, cut down thorn bushes, raked leaves and pulled roots to 
make room for walking paths and sitting areas.   

The Green Chimneys School is certainly deserving of this attention.  The 
nationally acclaimed facility works with children with emotional, behavioral 
and learning challenges. Recognized as the worldwide leader in animal-assisted 
therapy, Green Chimneys operates a residential treatment for children, a special 
education school and runs a variety of other services such as a run-away shelter. 

The job that the small but energetic crowd accomplished in only a few 
hours was much appreciated by the GC staff and its founder, Dr. Samuel 
Ross, who stopped by to cheer us on.  We were honored to have the 
opportunity to help out such a remarkable institution in any way 
possible.  The children who participated felt they had truly made a 
difference and this is an incredibly important part of Mitzvah Day…
teaching children to think of other and do things for those less fortunate. 

If you want to read more about Green Chimneys, go to 
www.greenchimneys.org.  You can also go to the TBS web site to view 
a Mitzvah Day video produced by TBS member and professional 
videographer,  Kenny Chipkin. 

Thank you to Kenny for the video and to all those that participated in 
Mitzvah Day 2007. 

~ David Rubin 

The Israeli Scout committee thanks everyone at TBS for 
supporting our Holiday Fair.   

An enormous thank you goes out to the Hebrew School 
students, and all of the local merchants who donated awesome goods 
and services to be raffled off. 

Finally, a huge thank you goes out to Karen Kwan and Patti 
Bettman.  They worked very hard, with guidance from Lisa Branca 
and Robin Kushner, putting this holiday fair together.  Yasher Koach 
to all of them on a job well done.   

 

Photos: Members of the hardworking crew that participated 
in Mitzvah Day 2007: (from top) Rabbi Kalev, Deborah 
Hilfman and her son Joshua, David Rubin, Ann Rubin with 
her son Spencer, Spencer with his rake, and Ron Arsham. 
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T hroughout the last century, 
Jewish National Fund has been 

known for greening the land Israel – 
planting 240 million trees and 
creating hundreds of parks and 
recreational areas. JNF has become 
a global environmental leader by 
performing comprehensive, cutting 
edge work to help solve the problems 
that are plaguing our planet. 

Today, JNF grapples with the 
cha l lenge of  balanc ing the 
phenomenal growth and development 
of Israel in the last decade with 
maintaining an ecologically sound 
environment. As such, JNF sponsors 
conferences on battling land 
degradat ion  and combat ing 
desertification, shares afforestation 
techniques across the world, funds 
research on grappling with arid land 
management, invests in alternative 
and solar energy projects, and leads 
the world in water desalination and 
purification techniques. 

Why offset carbon? 

The effects of global warming on the 
environment are already evident. 
Glaciers are melting, severe storms are 
becoming more frequent, and animals 
are being forced out of their natural 
habitats. Left unchecked, rising 
temperatures can have disastrous 
consequences for our planet, including 
intense heat waves, droughts, wildfires, 
and the extinction of species.  Thanks to 
JNF’s efforts, Israel is one of the few 
countries in the world with more trees 
today than a century ago. Among their 
achievements are: 

Planting more than 240 million trees 
on 250,000 acres (12,500 acres of 
forest each year).  
 

Caring for 100,000 acres of natural 
woodlands.  
 

Developing more than 500 picnic 
and recreation sites and regional 
parks that welcome hundreds of 
thousands of visitors each year.  
 

Creating means for thousands of 
children and adults to plant trees on 

Tu B’Shevat each year as an 
expression of their love for the land 
and their concern for enhancing its 
environment.  
 

Organizing seminars and courses for 
hundreds of high school students each 
year on ecological themes.  
 

In addition, in the aftermath of the war 
with Hezbollah in 2006, JNF is imple-
menting the principles of sustainable 
development and sustainable forest 
management as it seeks to re-green the 
north. The multi-faceted plan includes:  
 

Working with natural systems and 
the enhancement of biological 
diversity as a central guideline.  
 

Preserving the size and quality of 
the current forest inventory for 
future generations. 
 

Advancing the economic use of the 
forest for tourism, wood production, 
and pasture.  
 

Keeping access open and free for 
all to use. 

Solar Electric Energy  
Harness the Power of the Sun 

 

a workshop presented by Paul Morini 
 

Thursday, January 10, 7:00 pm 
Mahopac Public Library 

 

Photovoltaic (PV) power, solar electric 
energy, harnesses the power of 

sunlight to supply your home with 
electricity. PV power does not product 

noise or pollution. Rebates and tax 
credits may help you add this 

technology to your home.  
PV power is reliable, dependable                

and renewable. 
 

Registration requested. 
Register online at 

www.mahopaclibrary.org, 
or call 845.628.2009, ext 100. 

 
Paul Morini is a contractor and electrical 

engineer who recently received his 
certification from NYSERDA to design and 

install photovoltaic systems.  

What You Can Do At Home 

Replace your light bulbs. Compact fluorescent light bulbs 
(those funny-looking swirls) that fit into standard sockets may 
cost four times as much as conventional bulbs, but they use 
one-quarter the electricity and last several years longer. 

Be more efficient with your laundry. Wash your clothes in 
warm water instead of hot and try to launder a few large 
loads instead of many smaller ones. Over its lifetime, the average t-shirt can send 
up to 9 pounds of carbon dioxide into the air. Being more efficient with your 
wash will help curb this problem. 

Buy used clothes. Buying a new shirt from your favorite department store means 
consuming all the energy used in producing and shipping it. Swap some clothes 
with friends or visit your local secondhand clothing store and make your 
wardrobe more environmentally friendly. 

Eliminate your paper trail. Pay your bills online instead of by mail. Use the 
internet to send birthday cards or holiday greetings. You’ll not only reduce fuel 
consumption by the trucks and planes that transport your mail, but you will also 
avoid unnecessary carbon emitting car trips to the bank and post office. 

Shut down your computer. Three quarters of all the electricity used at home is 
standby power used to keep your computer, television, and other electronics 
running. Shutting down your computer 
each night, could reduce the machine's 
annual carbon emissions by as 
much as 83%. What is the size of Your carbon 

footprint?  Take the Carbon 
Calculator Test at the  

Jewish National Fund website: 
www.jnf.org/goneutral/

CarbonCalc.html 

Source:  www.jnf.org/go neutral  
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O ne of the most repeated 
questions I have been asked in 

my life is Where are you from? Where 
are your parents from? Often times, I 
brush off the question with a joke or 
other excuses.  Not because I’m 
ashamed of my ancestors, but because 
it just too complicated to explain on 
the run. Truly. 

Recently, The Jerusalem Post web site 
published a story about my father’s 
hometown, Heart, Afghanistan. The 
story by Orly Halpern talked about 
aworld that does not exist anymore, 
the world of ‘my people’ that is gone 
forever, but not forgotten.  With each 
piece of news in recent years about Al 
Qaida and the rise of the Taliban, I 
hear the voices of my father and my 
uncle Tzvi’s talking about their 
childhood in the green, beautiful - 
Herat.  

In my quest to know more about my 
father’s world I start reading countless 
books, articles, and bombarded my 
siblings with endless questions. The 
most fruitful source was the internet, 
which led me to archives and other 
people search. I thank them all, whole 
heartedly.   

In recent history, Afghanistan, a 
country ruled by a monarchy for 200 
years until 1973, was thrown into 
political, religious, bloody turmoil 
which is going on to this day. From 
1973 to 1978, for the period of 5 
years, the country shifted between the 
modern and the traditional forces of 
different tribes and political parties. In 
1978, the communist party gained 
control in a coup. They invited the 
former USSR to help them to 
modernize the economy and reform 
the social structure of the country. 
These reforms, which curtailed the 
power of the tribal court and religious 
leaders, forbid men to grow beards, 
and women from wearing the Burqa, 
met with very strong resistance led by 
the traditional establishment. This 
backlash faced the military, which 
arrested, executed and exiled leader of 
the resistance, the Mujahideen (holy 
Muslim warriors).  As the resistance 

continued to spread, and the Afghan 
army was unable to control the 
violent incidents, the Soviet Army 
was called in for help.  In winter of 
1979, the Soviet Army entered Kabul 
and the occupation of Afghanistan by 
the USSR was completed.  By 1989, 
the time of the Soviet troops full 
withdrawal, much of the country was 
in rubble, infrastructures were 
destroyed and there was no governing 
body to speak of. Although the 
Soviets continue to aid the 
government they installed, massive 
amount of aid from USA and other 
Arab countries to the Mujahadeen 
continued as well.  After the collapse 
of the Soviet Union a new 
government was installed, creating 
the Islamic State of Afghanistan. 
However, the fighting among tribes 
continued, and without any economic 
aid from the US and other sources, a 
new force  took over 95% of the 
country – the Taliban, former 
Mujahideen, a movement of religious 
scholars. 

After September 11, 2001, US forces 
and their allies, entered Afghanistan 
where the fighting continues to this day. 

Among the cities 
that suffered the 
most from the 
constant fighting was 
Haret. Evidence can 
be seen at the Jewish 
cemetery where 
carved  Hebrew 
letters on the stones 
are found.  Today, 
the cemetery is being 
cared for, for free, by 
the same Muslim 
family for the last 
100 years. 

For a long time, 
Herat was home to 
the largest Jewish 
community in the 
territory of modern 
A f g h a n i s t a n . 
Located in the western part of the 
country, the local Jews were 
culturally connected to the Jews of 

The Land of  My Ancestors Iran. Moreover, some 200 Jewish 
families of Meshhed in Iran, following 
the forced conversion to Islam of the 
Jews there, settled in Herat during 
1839-1840. These new immigrants 
helped strengthen the existing Jewish 
institutions and contributed to Jewish 
life in general in Afghanistan. For 
much of the 19th century and for the 
first half of the 20th century, Herat 
was the main Jewish community in 
Afghanistan. However, their changing 
fortunes forced many Jews to leave the 
city, and in the last decades there has 
been no organized Jewish life in Herat.  
Most Heratis were carpet dealers, but 
some grew tariyak – opium – for a 
living. It was common for Jews in that 
community to grow marijuana and eat 
the seeds – tokhmeh bang – with arak. 
The Jews of Afghanistan brought the 
seeds with them to Israel and used 
them to chew on.  

In 1978, following archeological 
excavations that were conducted in 
Herat,  four synagogues were 
discovered, all of them located in an 
area previously known as majalla-yi 
musahiya, the “neighbourhood of the 
Jews”.  The names of the synagogues 
were Mulla Ashur, Yu Aw and Gul, 
the fourth was unnamed. In 1978 the 
Mulla Ashur synagogue was used as a 

‘maktab’, a Muslim primary 
school for boys. The building 
formerly known as the Gul 
synagogue has been converted 
into a Muslim house of prayer 
and is known as the Belal 
Mosque. Only the Yu Aw 
synagogue has been preserved 
with most of its original 
characteristics. Located in the 
Momanda neighborhood of the 
old city of Heart, the Yu Aw 
synagogue is a two-story mud 
brick building with a baked 
brick foundation and an interior 
courtyard. The Torah Ark is 
built into its western wall, facing 
Jerusalem. The architecture of 
all three synagogues shows a 
clear Persian influence 

The traditional Jewish costume 
was similar to that of the Muslim 
population with the exception of the 
black turban worn by all Jewish men. 

Herat Synagogue Gate 
Herat, Afghanistan, 1975 

Photograph: Didier 
Guthmann, Paris 

Beth Hatefutsoth Visual 
Documentation Center 
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According to one tradition, the black 
turban was considered a sign of 
mourning for the destruction of the 
Temple of Jerusalem. Others believe 
that the Jews were forced to wear 
black turbans as a mark to distinguish 
them from the Muslim population. 
Many Afghan Jews were active in the 
cotton and silk trade and specialized in 
the dyeing process. Making the dye - 
which is produced from the dried 
bodies of the female cochineal insect 
and indigo - rendered the craftsmen's 
hands blue, causing many to falsely 
believe that this was a characteristic of 
the Jews of Afghanistan. 

The Jews of Afghanistan used Hebrew 
for liturgy and religious studies, while 
Judeo-Persian was the main language 
for day-to-day usage. There are some 
differences between the written form 
of Judeo-Persian and its spoken 
dialects. Persian was used by Jews of 
Afghan origin, while immigrants from 
Meshhed and their descendants 
preferred their original local dialect, 
just as those coming from Yezd, 
another city in Iran, continued to use 
their own dialect. 

Although many Jews left Afghanistan 
during the first half of the 20th 
century, some of them settling in 
Israel, it was only in 1950 that the 
Jews were officially allowed to leave 
Afghanistan. Zionist activity was 
completely forbidden within the 
country and immigration to Israel was 
only permitted from the end of 1951. 
By 1967 the number of Afghan Jews 
who had immigrated to Israel reached 
4,000. In 1990 there were only 15 to 
20 Jewish families left in Kabul; 
however  they soon lef t  for 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and India. 
As of 2001 at least two Jews are 
known to live in Kabul and five or six 
Jewish families are believed to live in 
Herat. Itzhak Levi, 69, the caretaker of 
the Kabul synagogue, passed away in 
January 2005 and was brought to be 
buried on the Mount of Olives in 
Jerusalem on February 2, 2005. There 
is currently only one Jew remaining in 
Afghanistan. 

Scholars know very little about the 
Afghan Jews of ancient times. Unlike 
                                                             

other Diaspora communities, no 
recorded documentation remains. 
"We know next to nothing," said 
Reuven Kashani, one of the most 
prominent historians of Afghan 
Jewry and a Jewish native of Herat, 
who has made the search for clues to 
Afghan Jewish history his life’s 
project. The 79-year-old Afghan 
Israeli, a prolific researcher and 
former journalist who has written 
some 40 books about the Jews from 
Eastern cultures, left the country 
when he was 10 and has never 
returned.  

Despite the lack of evidence, 
suppositions have been made.  

"We believe we are the descendants 
of the same ten tribes that the 
Assyrians exiled from Samaria  2,500 
years ago to the other cities that were 
under their control," said Kashani. 
"The Assyrians did population 
exchanges to make people minorities 
in other areas, and some Jews arrived 
in the mountains of Herat."    Others 
were believed to have arrived after 
the Babylonian exile and the 
destruction of the First and Second 
Holy Temples.  

My mother’s family was originally 
from Mashad, Iran. When they were 
forced to convert to Islam, many took 
Arabs names that they used in public, 
while at home use their Jewish 
names. That was the case with my 
uncles and members of my mom’s 
family who remained in Iran.  The 
rest of the family fled to Russia 
where my mom and aunt were born. 

My father was born in Herat, 
Afghanistan. I remember  his stories 
about his hometown. Hot summer 
nights when he used to ‘drink’ 
Tariyek (opium), on the roof of his 
house. The orchards he visited while 
reading his studies. 

Dad taught my aunt and my mother 
Hebrew as was custom with the rich 
families. When my parents got 
married, Mom promised my Dad, so 
the legend goes, to follow him to the 
Holy Land.  That was shortly after 
the Bolshevik revolution.  Being a 
teacher and a Mullah, Dad traveled 

from one Jewish community to the 
other, performing all the ceremonies 
that require a Rabbi. It took them over 
twenty years, with nine children, to 
get to their destination. The saga of 
their travels and the cities where we 
were born, is another story. 

When my immediate family finally 
got to Israel, it was the Persian/
Afghani community that helped build 
my father’s synagogue in my home 
town, creating a very vibrant 
community that exists to this day.  
Members of the Gol clan are very 
well-known on 47th street in 
Manhattan, the Ramati’s  were our 
neighbors, and the Kushane visited 
my Dad on regular basis, seeking his 
counsel in times of need or just to 
reminisce.  

My parents world is gone forever. 
Most of our knowledge of their world 
is passed on as oral history. Being so 
busy making living in young Israel, 
there was no time for story telling. 
When the time was right, I was out of 
the house already, busy with my own 
life. The stories I heard from my 
parents are some of my most 
cherished memories.  The only 
member of my father’s family who is 
still alive is my uncle Tzvi Shabati in 
Jerusalem. He left Herat at age 16, 
and WALKED all the way to the 
promised land.  Spending time with 
him is my favorite time of all. This 
article is written in his honor.  

Afghan Jews, both in Israel and 
abroad, hope to convince the Afghan 
government to preserve the sites of 
their  heri tage,  and establish 
diplomatic relations with Israel so 
they can comfortably visit the land of 
their forefathers.  

"I miss Afghanistan," said the elderly 
Kashani, echoing the feelings of many 
Afghan Jews, some of whom have 
never set foot in the country. "I want 
to go back and see my home in Herat. 
I want to make a visit to my roots." 

~ Miriam Yekutiel 
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Benevolent Outreach Fund 
 
For the speedy recovery of Erna Kaplan, 
from Melody & Ira, Barbara, and Hayley 
Weisman 
For the speedy recovery of Robin Kaplan,   
from Melody & Ira, Barbara, and Hayley 
Weisman 
from Gerald & Alicia Raskob 
In honor of the birth of Ari, grandson of 
Bernice and Jeff Guest, from Gerald & 
Alicia Raskob 
In loving memory of her father, Harold 
Rosner, from Karen Kwan 
In loving memory of Sam Greenberg, 
father of Joel Greenberg, from Debra 
Feiman & James Sparks 
from Gerald & Alicia Raskob 
from Melody & Ira, Barbara, and Hayley 
Weisman 
In loving memory of Shelley Finkler, 
sister of Judith Fairbanks, from Melody & 
Ira, Barbara, and Hayley Weisman 
In loving memory of Shelley Finkler, 
sister of Merrel Finkler, from Melody & 
Ira, Barbara, and Hayley Weisman 
For the return to good health of Steven 
Astrachan, from Debra Feiman 
 
General Fund 

For the speedy recovery of Gail 
Freundlich, from Ellen & Howie Gershman 
For the speedy recovery of Marge 
Pollack, from Ellen & Howie Gershman 
For the speedy recovery of Marge 
Pollack, from Jeanne & Steve Toovell 
In appreciation to Karen and Rachel 
Kwan for refreshing my Hebrew, from 
Marc Houslanger 
In gratitude for the support from the TBS 
community, from Carolyn Koesten 
In gratitude to Jack Tesler for leading the 
Shivah minyan in memory of Samuel 
Greenberg, from Judi & Joseph 
Occhiograssi 
In gratitude to Lynn Michaels for all that 
she does for TBS, from Diane & Marc 
Houslanger 
In honor of Karen Kwan's birthday, from 
Elaine & Bernie Jacobs and Family 
In honor of Lynn Liebman's birthday, 
from Elaine Jacobs 
In honor of the birth of a new grandson 
to Bernice and Jeff Guest, from Diane & 
Marc Houslanger 
In honor of the naming of Noa Kalev, 
from Alan & Robin Belsky 
In loving memory of her father, Abraham 
Ruropatwa, from Gail Freundlich 
In loving memory of her father, Abraham 
Weiss, from Wendy Greenberg 

In loving memory of her father, Bernard 
Hendler, from Marlene Hochberg 
In loving memory of her father, Henry 
Effrain, from Joyce Irgang 
In loving memory of her father, Treitek 
Steinlauf, from Jeanne Toovell 
In loving memory of her father, William 
Feibus and her brother, Kenneth Feibus, 
from Joyce Lasker 
In loving memory of her grandfather, 
Solomon David, from Vivian Kalev 
In loving memory of her husband, Sam, 
from Ethel Bernstein 
In loving memory of her husband, 
Samuel Posner, from Mildred Posner 
In loving memory of her mother, Anna, 
from Debbe Buckvar 
In loving memory of her mother, Lillian 
Solar, from Phyllis Solar 
In loving memory of her parents, Adele 
and Harry Goldberg, from Phyllis 
Nadelhaft 
In loving memory of her parents, Yetta 
and Arthur Heitner, from Shelley 
Danziger 
In loving memory of his father, Samuel, 
from Arnold Berlin 
In loving memory of his mother, Lillian 
B. Garrell, and her sister-in-law, RoAnn, 
from Howard Garrell 
In loving memory of his mother, Rena, 
from Glenn Sapir 
In loving memory of his mother, Yetta 
Uffer and his brother, Seymour Uffer, 
from Ira Uffer 
In loving memory of his wife, Stella, 
Nereo Timon 
In loving memory of Sam Greenberg, 
father of Joel Greenberg, from Andrew S. 
Weinberg  
from Bernard Curry III, Bob Carinci, 
Howard Mirchin  
from David & Lynn Michaels 
from Dennis & Claire Ullman 
from Dina Balluff 
from Ellen & Howie Gershman 
from Gary & Susan Loewenberg 
from Gilda & Lew Schneider 
from Jeff & Bernice Guest 
from Judi & Joseph Occhiograssi 
from Lois Siegel 
from Marge Pollack 
from Martha & Bennett Pallant 
from Patti Bettman 
from Phyllis & Stephen Nadelhaft 
from Ralph & Eleanor Small 
from Richard & Dale Charkow 
from Ro Belsky & Jean Follet 
from Ron & Marilyn Arsham 
from Victoria Singer 
 
 

In loving memory of Steven Kantor, from 
Alan & Robin Belsky 
In loving memory of Yetta Heitner, from 
Roberta Gottlieb 
In support of Temple Beth Shalom with 
best wishes for the new year, from John 
Rothschild 
 
Hilda Gershman Memorial Fund 
 
In loving memory of Sam Greenberg, 
father of Joel Greenberg, from Jeanne & 
Steve Toovell 
In loving memory of Hilda Gershman,  
from Lloyd Shulman 
from Monica & Ben Scavone 
from Carolyn Koesten 

Prayer Book Fund 
 
In loving memory of Sam Greenberg, 
father of Joel Greenberg,  
from Glenn & Nancy Sapir 
from Ralph & Yvonne Horowitz 
In honor of Ralph Horowitz, from Gary & 
Susan Loewenberg 
In gratitude to the Michaels family for 
taking care of our "son", Tonka, from Sir 
Sailor Seaworthy & Lady Nichele 
Seaworthy 
In appreciation to Rabbi Kalev for the 
naming of Barucha Lavana, from Elaine 
& Bernie Jacobs and Family 
 
Rabbi’s Fund 
 
For the speedy recovery of County 
Executive, Robert Bondi, from Wendy & 
Joel Greenberg 
For the speedy recovery of Diane 
Chipman, from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
For the speedy recovery of Eleanor Small, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
For the speedy recovery of Gail 
Freundlich, from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
In gratitude for the lovely holiday time 
together with Bernie and Elaine Jacobs, 
from Roberta & Steve Roberts 
In gratitude for the lovely holiday time 
together with Eleanor and Ralph Small, 
from Roberta & Steve Roberts 
In gratitude to Barry Plaut for building 
the ramps, giving me my freedom of 
movement, from David & Gail Freundlich 
In gratitude to Ellen and Gary Reing for 
all of their support, from David & Gail 
Freundlich 
In gratitude to Gail and Barry Plaut for 
all of their support, from David & Gail 
Freundlich 
In gratitude to Jack Tesler for leading the 
Shivah minyan in memory of Samuel 
Greenberg, from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
 
 

Contributions 
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Contributions 
In gratitude to Karen Kwan for 
leading the Shivah minyan in memory 
of Samuel Greenberg, from Wendy & 
Joel Greenberg 
In gratitude to Lynn Michaels for 
leading the Shivah minyan in memory 
of Samuel Greenberg, from Wendy & 
Joel Greenberg 
In gratitude to Marilyn Arsham for all 
her support, from Evye Astrachan & 
Family 
In gratitude to Marilyn Arsham for 
leading the Shivah minyan in memory 
of Samuel Greenberg, from Wendy & 
Joel Greenberg 
In gratitude to Melody and Ira 
Weisman for all of their support, from 
David & Gail Freundlich 
In gratitude to Miriam Yekutiel for 
her kind offer and assistance in my 
time of need, from David & Gail 
Freundlich 
In gratitude to Rabbi Kalev, from Evye 
Astrachan & Family 
In gratitude to Ralph and Yvonne 
Horowitz for their kind offer and 
assistance in my time of need, from 
David & Gail Freundlich 
In gratitude to Ro Belsky and Jean 
Follet for all their help, from David & 
Gail Freundlich 
In gratitude to the Rabbis Kalev, from 
Roberta & Steve Roberts 
In gratitude to the TBS community for 
all your thoughts and support, from 
David & Gail Freundlich 
In gratitude to Wendy and Joel 
Greenberg for all of their support, 
from David & Gail Freundlich 
In honor of Emilie Brigman becoming 
Bat Mitzvah, from Karen Kwan 
In honor of Forrest Brigman becoming 
Bar Mitzvah, from Karen Kwan 
In memory of Steven Astrachan, 
husband of Evye,  
from Martha & Bennett Pallant 
from Richard & Madalyn Kravitz 
from the Solar-Doherty Family 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
In honor of the birth of triplet 
grandchildren to Judy and Joseph 
Occhigrossi, from Ralph & Yvonne 
Horowitz 
In honor of the Board Retreat, from 
Allen & Marlene Hochberg 
In loving memory of her grandfather, 
Max Klein, from Christine Gambino 
In loving memory of Sam Greenberg, 
father of Joel Greenberg, from 
Christine & Mark Gambino 
from David & Gail Freundlich 
from Donna Weinberg 

MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
ENGRAVED BRICK PAVER FUNDRAISERENGRAVED BRICK PAVER FUNDRAISERENGRAVED BRICK PAVER FUNDRAISER   

   
We have constructed a new brick path at the front entrance to the temple.                  

As you have seen in many areas, the brick pavers are engraved with a               
personal message. 

Brick orders: Each brick can accommodate up to three lines with a maximum of 
thirteen characters per line. The cost per brick is $125.  Please fill in the form 
below and return it with your check to the temple office.  To order more than 
one brick, please copy this form.  
 
NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE #: 

ENGRAVING COPY: 

 

 

 
 
 

Contributions to Temple Beth Shalom 
can be designated to support the 

following: 
Ark/Torah Refurbishing Fund 

Benevolent Outreach Fund 
General Fund  ~  Kiddush Fund 

Hilda Gershman Memorial Garden Fund 
Matthew Fixler Religious School Fund 

Rabbi’s Fund  ~  Religious Fund 
Sanctuary Fund  ~  Sidurim & Chumashim 
Sylvia Wachsberger Memorial Israel Fund 

Tzedakah Fund 
 

You may make a contribution online at 
www.tbsmahopac.org 

Matching Gift Programs 
Matching Gift programs are offered by 
many companies. These programs can 

match, double, or even triple the amount of 
your gift (including your dues) to various 
not for profit organizations; this includes 
donations and dues to your synagogue. 

Matching Gifts cost you nothing, but they 
can make a huge difference to TBS!  

Please take a few minutes to find out if 
your employer offers a matching gift 

program. If your company does have a 
Matching Gift program, your human 

resources department will supply you with 
a matching gift form. Just fill out the 

employee portion of the form and send it  
to us with your payment. We'll take care            

of the rest. 

From Karen Kwan 
from Ken & Gerri Orefice 
from Laurence Weinberg 
from Louis & Sue Tuzman 
from Madalyn & Richard Kravitz 
from Naomi Weber 
from Shelley & Alex Danziger 
from Susan & Mark Shaiken 
from the Solar-Doherty Family 
In recognition of Temple Times 
receiving a USCJ Silver Award of 
Excellence, with thanks to Rabbi Kalev 
and congratulations to the staff and 
contributing writers, from Debra Feiman 
 
Religious Fund 

In memory of Steven Astrachan, 
husband of Evye, from Elaine & Bernie 
Jacobs and Family 
 
Stained Glass Window Fund 

In loving memory of his father, Max 
Shulman, from Lloyd Shulman 
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T E M P L E  T I M E S 
Newsletter Staff: 
Debra Feiman & Nina Levine, 
Co-Editors 
David Michaels, Advertising 
Editor 

C o n t r i b u t i n g  w r i t e r s :  
Marilyn Arsham ~ Ron Arsham 
~ Steve Bettman ~ Cantor Shira 
~ Joel Greenberg ~ Rabbi 
Joshua Kalev ~ Lynn Michaels 
~ Andrew Plaut ~ Glenn Sapir ~ 
Miriam Yekutiel ~  Carol Zager 
 

The  Temple  Beth Shalom 
newsletter is published six times per 
year and is provided by and for the 
membership of the synagogue. 
Neither Temple Beth Shalom, nor 
its members, assumes liability for 
any of the information, opinions or 
suggestions contained herein. 
Articles submitted are subject to 
editing. Contents may not be 
reproduced without writ ten 
permission from the Temple office. 
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. 

We welcome ar t ic les  and 
information for inclusion in Temple 
Times. Submissions can be sent via 
email in Word or Publisher format 
to: newsletter@tbsmahopac.org, or 
via fax: 845.628.1730, or by mail to 
the Temple, mark envelope ATTN: 
Newsletter. 

The deadline for the March/April 
2008 issue of Temple Times is 
February 15, 2008. 

  
 

Yahrzeits 
May Their Memory be a Blessing 

 
 
 

1 January/Tevet 23 
Rabbi Baruch Yekutiel 
 
3 January/Tevet 25 
Betty Dreier 
William L. Lichtman 
 
5 January/Tevet 27 
Goldie Jacobs 
 
9 January/Shevat 2 
Abraham Mendelsohn 
 
12 January/Shevat 5 
Helen Cohen 
Philip Schlossberg 
 
16 January/Shevat 9 
Bernard Feuer 
Matitjahu Tigershtrom 
 
18 January/Shevat 11 
Bernard Teplitsky 
 
19 January/Shevat 12 
Matthew Hertz 
 
21 January/Shevat 14 
Isidor Ditkowski 
 
22 January/Shevat 15 
Sylvia Rebell 
 
23 January/Shevat 16 
Florence Beck 
Harry Newman 
Feibish Zac 

26 January/Shevat 19 
Meyer Berliner 
Marilyn Shankewitz 
Genya Zac 
 
27 January/Shevat 20 
Antoinette Lian 
 
28 January/Shevat 21 
Marilyn Black 
 
29 January/Shevat 22 
Fred Happ 
 
30 January/Shevat 23 
Esther Weinstein 
 
31 January/Shevat 24 
Edward Schwartz 
 
1 February/Shevat 25 
Eli Yekutiel 
 
2 February/Shevat 26 
Jack Green 
 
6 February/Shevat 30 
Selma Koblenz 
 
7 February/Adar-I 1 
Rose Laufer 
Samuel Marritt 
 
8 February/Adar-I 2 
Charles Michlowitz 
Beatrice Newman 
Allen C. Weissman 
 
10 February/Adar-I 4 
Meyer Skolnick 

12 February/Adar-I 6 
Zeller Jacowitz 
 
14 February/Adar-I 8 
Melvin Schechter 
 
15 February/Adar-I 9 
Edyth Lefferman 
 
16 February/Adar-I 10 
Barbara Katzenstein 
Celia Mendelsohn 
Ben Roberts 
 
17 February/Adar-I 11 
Ronald Pollack 
Manfred Stoll 
 
18 February/Adar-I 12 
Izak Nieweg 
Morris Posniak 
 
20 February/Adar-I 14 
Seymour Weinberger 
 

22 February/Adat-I 16 
Frances Price 
George Toovell 
 
23 February/Adar-I 17 
Mary Hertz 
Edna Sapakie 
 
25 February/Adar-I 19 
Frieda Horowitz 
Nacha Tigershtrom 

 

 
Newsletter Errors: Occasionally 
errors & omissions are found in the 
pages of Temple Times.   We 
appreciate being notified of any 
c o r r e c t i o n s  v i a  e m a i l : 
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org, or by 
calling the temple office to leave a 
message with Ro, Jean or Melody. 
A newsletter staff member will 
return your call ASAP.  The temple 
office is not responsible for 
newsletter content.  Many thanks to 
our readers, 

 The Temple Times Staff 

Temple Beth Shalom has cemetery plots available at beautiful  
Sharon Gardens in Valhalla. 

A resting place of beauty, dignity and caring. 

Sharon Gardens has been serving the Jewish community since 1953 and  is 
considered to be one of the most beautiful and modern cemeteries for families 

of the Jewish faith.  Its rural setting provides a serene and peaceful resting 
place with wide roads and paths for easy access.  

Plots are available for $1,000 each or $1,850 a pair.  
Contact the temple office for more information. 
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MATT BLOOM   
VALERIE BLOOM 

RESTAURANT • APPETIZING • PREPARED FOODS  
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

339 DOWNING DRIVE • YORKTOWN GREEN SHOPPING CENTER 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 10598 

(914) 245-3900 

WELL PUMPS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

GOULDS
Water

Systems

•Water Heaters
•Boilers
•Storage Tanks
•Water Softeners
•Sales
•Service
•Installation

Weekend Service No Extra ChargeWeekend Service No Extra Charge

Insured - Bonded

(845) 628-1288
or

(914) 962-3498

Dave Goldberg
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

 
 

Mahopac Flower Shop 
603 Route 6 

Mahopac, New York 10541 
 

(845) 628-2949                                   (800) 825-6667 

 

Temple Times thanks 
its advertisers for their  

sponsorship and support.  
 

Please show your thanks by  
supporting them and when 
you do, be sure to let them 
know that you saw their ad 

in the Temple Times. 
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436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

FAX (845) 621-4613                        CELL (917) 295-1407 

 

Fresh Meats    Fresh Produce 
Bakery Department with a  

Selection of Kosher/Pareve Cookies 
Full Service Deli     Catering 

Cheese’s from Around The World 
Full Line of Health & Organic Foods 
Fresh Seafood & Sushi Departments 

A full Selection of Gourmet Items 

(914) 245-1262 
3651 Lee Road 

Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 

Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

Ben Gruber 
Eric Gruber 
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Benjamin A. Dancygier, D.D.S. 

3630 Hill Boulevard, Suite 401 

Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 

914-245-7100 

Practice limited to Dentistry for Children 

Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY           845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 
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LAW OFFICES OF 
JOSEPH J. TOCK 

963 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
TEL 845.628-8080 
FAX 845.628.5450 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: 
1978 WILLIAMSBRIDGE ROAD 

BRONX, NY 10461 
WWW.TOCKLAW.COM 

 

Buy One 

Get One Free 
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Richard L. Schechtman, D.D.S., 
Orthodontist 

Experience Innovative Care for a 
Lifetime of Beautiful Smiles 

Call Today for a Free Consultation 

(914) 962-9600 

3630 Hill Boulevard 
Suite 405 
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♦Tile Tools and Supplies 

♦Expert Personal Service 

♦Design Assistance  

♦Exclusive and Largest 
Selection in Area 

♦Same or Next day availability 

♦Delivery available 

544 ROUTE 6  
MAHOPAC 

(845) 628-5654 

3004 ROUTE 6 
CORTLANDT MANOR 

(next to Kohl’s) 
(914) 526-4742 

Your Tile Source for Style, Selection and Service 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE  

Importers and Distributors of Fine Ceramic and Stone Tile 

♦All types of Ceramic &  
Porcelain Tiles for Walls and 
Floors in Stock 

♦Decorative Tile in Stock 

♦Tumbled Marble, Tumbled 
Slates and Quartzite in Stock 

♦Full line of Setting materials 

E L T I 
STRICTLY CERAMIC 

& STONE 

 Want a Beautiful Smile? 
  Visit our brand new office 
   Treating children, adolescents and adults 

Jodi Gorelick, DDS 
Jodi Gorelick, DDS 

Skyview Professional Suites 
530 Route 6 

Mahopac, NY 10541 
Call for Appointment: 

845-628-1018 

FREE CONSULTATION 
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South Putnam Animal Hospital 
Quality Pet Health Care  

in a State-of-the-Art Facility 

 

845-628-1834 
230B Baldwin Place Road 

Mahopac, NY 10541 
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KEY FOOD MARKETPLACE OF MAHOPAC 
Rt. 6 & Baldwin Lane 

Mahopac, N.Y. 

Key Food Stores have been family  
owned and operated for more than 60 years.  

As Key Food Marketplace we are excited to be a  
part of the Mahopac community. 

We carry a wide selection of items including  
a full line of Organic, Specialty and Kosher items  

in many of our departments. Stop by and say hello  
and meet our staff members whose job it is to make  

your shopping trip a pleasurable one. 
We also value your comments and  

suggestions on items you would like us to carry. 

KEY FOOD MARKETPLACE OF MAHOPAC 
(845) 628-7920 

 
Store Hours 

Monday - Saturday  7 AM-9 PM 
Sunday 7 AM – 8 PM 
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FAMILY VISION CARE 

Dr. Robert Byne 
Dr. Ken Landesman 

MEDICAL ARTS CENTER 
572 ROUTE 6 

MAHOPAC  N.Y. 10541 
(845) 628-3750 

FAX (845) 628-5513 

103 SOUTH BEDFORD RD. 
SUITE 101 

MT. KISCO, N.Y. 10549 
(914) 241-2020 

FAX (914) 241-0034 

Shirley Marie Realty 
Not Corporate Run, but Personally Done  

 
559 Route 6  

(2nd Floor) 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

 
Val Murphy 

 
 

(845) 621-7120 - Voice                            (845) 621-8554 - Fax 
ReallyVal@aol.comwww.ShirleyMarieRealty.com
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The Finest Glatt Kosher 

Chinese Restaurant & Sushi Bar 

1327 North Ave. 
New Rochelle, NY 10804 

Tel:  (914) 637-9363 
Fax: (914) 637-9371 

Catering                                                                                           

EDEN WOK 

 

 

Teresa J. Rogers  
41 Cindy Lane 

Highland Mills, NY 10930 Phone: (845) 928-7096 
email: tjrogers@aol.com 

Âg{x VtÇwÄxãÜ|àxÜÊ 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah candle lighting poetry 
exquisite verse composed for your simcha 

Special Discount to Temple Members! 

ANDREW STEIN VIDEOGRAPHY
(914) 788-4678 

andrew@drewvideo.com 
 

ALAN WEISS PHOTOGRAPHY 
(914) 739-8888 

awphoto@optonline.net 
 
 

3153 Albany Post Road, Buchanan, NY  10511 VI
D
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Maimonides Academy 
of  Western Connecticut 

 

  A Contemporary Community Jewish Day School 
 

Mommy & Me classes for 1 and 2 year olds 
Drop-off Two-year-old program 
Full or Half day Nursery and Pre-K 
Full day Kindergarten 
Curriculum for Grades K-5   
Call us at 203-748-7129  

103 Miry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 
Minutes from Brewster. Free bus transportation  

for Kindergartners and up 
www.mawcschool.org 

Open House 
Every Friday 
2:00 – 3:30
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Skyview Professional Suites  ● 530 Route Six  ●  Mahopac, NY 10541 

Over 25 Years  
Experience In All Areas 

 of General Dentistry 

VÄxtÇxÜá 

RITE 
PRICE 

Quality & Service for the Rite Price! 

Francois Levy 
      President 

Phone (914) 245-7900 
Fax     (914) 243-7440 

3657 Hill Blvd. (Bet. Rt. 6 & Rt. 6N) Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
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271 Route 6  
Mahopac, NY  10541 

Catering and Event Planning 

800-7-GERSKY 

845-621-0696 

845-621-4799 - fax 

www.gerskys.com 

Pure Delicious Food for Your Body, Mind and Soul 

 

 

 

   
Howard Gershman 

Director of Catering 
E-mail: howie@gerskys.com 

From the TBS GIFT SHOP!From the TBS GIFT SHOP!  
Visit the gift shop or call LindaVisit the gift shop or call Linda  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

Call or ECall or E--mail Linda at mail Linda at   
(845) 208-3249 or 

Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  
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Temple Times Advertising Order Form 
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James R. Ciallela Jr., Assistant Vice President 
Business Development & Sales Manager, Mahopac & Carmel Branches 
 
TD Banknorth, N.A. 
915 South Lake Boulevard, Mahopac, NY 10541 
96 Gleneida Avenue, Carmel, NY 10512 
T:845 628-8576  F:845 628-3210 
James.Ciallela@TDBanknorth.com 
TDBanknorth.com 
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GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 
GENTLE DENTAL CARE 

 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

 

845-278-9080 

Computer Support (HELP!!) 

 
♦Software Assistance / Train-

ing (in your home or office)  

♦MS Office · Windows · 
Quicken · Bank Rec. 

David M. Michaels  
22 Greenway Terr N.  845-528-2233 (P) 
Mahopac, NY 10541  866-334-4406 (F)
David.Michaels@Comcast.net 
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G.M.I. Incorporated 

Manufacturers / Distributors 
Custom Blinds, Shades, Draperies 

 and Accessories 

● Commercial         ● Residential 

George Weiss—President 

121 Stillwater Road 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

Phone:  (845) 621-0160 
Fax:  (845) 621-0153 
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Personalized service 
for all your   

transportation needs 

845-628-4357 
Owned by Temple members 

Jane  & Mitch Garbo 

SRO 

Airport and Limousine Service 
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Special Discount to Temple Members! 

 

Fiero Painting & Contracting 
 

Specializing in Fire & Water Damage 
All Phases of Construction 

Internal / External Painting ● Power Washing 

Residential ● Commercial            Fully Licensed & Insured 

Bryce M. Fiero 



TEVET/SHEVAT/ADAR I 5768                            TEMPLE TIMES                                                                     PAGE 47  

 

 

DentistryDentistry  
Dr. Louis Tuzman 

Dr. Joshua M. Tuzman 

 
Graduates of Columbia University 

College of Dental Medicine 

 

Serving Our Community  
For Over 30 Years 

 
COSMETIC AND  

GENERAL FAMILY DENTISTRY 

 

845-628-4188 
2 Clark Place & Rte. 6 

With a Personal TouchWith a Personal Touch  
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Brady’s Landscaping 
Turning Houses into Homes 

1875 Glen Rock St 
Yorktown Hts NY 10598 
cell   914-400-4803 
fax    914-962-4386 
www.bradylandscaping.com 

Brady Cullen 
Owner 

Licensed, Insured 

 

 

The Hudson Valley’s Premier Golf Club and Catering Venue 

• Weddings 
• Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s 
• Private Events 
• Business Meetings/Seminars 
• 18 Holes of Championship-level Golf 
• Corporate Golf Outings with our Certified PGA Professionals 

 
    To speak with our Event Planners please call 845-628-4200 
 
 

            187 Hill Street ● Mahopac, NY 10541 ● Visit Us Online at www.putnamnational.com 
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Beth Lewis 
Mahopac  

Branch Manager 
(845) 621-0550 

  

Amani Ghazal 
Mahopac Falls 

Branch Manager 
(845) 621-0570 

www.welcomebanking.com 
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Make Eating Healthy Easy! 

Briarcliff Manor ●  Yorktown Heights  
Mt. Kisco ●  Mahopac ●  Katonah  

Stamford ●  Scarsdale ●  Montebello  
Fairfield ●Larchmont 

www.mrsgreens.com 



 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
760 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
(845) 628-6133 
www.tbsmahopac.org 
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