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Coming to  
Temple Beth Shalom 
 in January/February 2007: 

 
January 11 

Sisterhood/Cooking with Howie 
 

January 12 
Hazak Shabbat 

 
January 21 

Putting Abraham on Trial 
Skating with the Sisterhood 

 
February 4 

World Wide Wrap & 
8th Annual Millennium Breakfast 

 
February 10 

Havdalah in Pajamas 
 
 
 

January/February 2007                                                                                Tevet/Shevat/Adar 5767 

Temple Beth Shalom 
Established 1953 

Member United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

The TBS Actors’ Studio Presents 
Gilbert & Sullivan’s  

Comic Opera 

 

Saturday Evening, January 13, 7:30 pm 
Sunday Afternoon, January 14, 2:00 pm 

on stage at 
Temple Beth Shalom 

 

Tickets: $10 adult, $5 children 
All star cast - purchase your tickets today! 

Additional information can be found on page 6 
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Temple Beth Shalom 
760 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY  10541 
www.tbsmahopac.org 
Tel:   845-628-6133 
Fax:   845-628-1730 

Rabbi 
    Joshua Kalev 
    rabbi@tbsmahopac.org 
Director of Education 
    Carol Zager 
    845-628-6533 
    principal@tbsmahopac.org 
 

Executive Board 
President 
    Ron Arsham 
    845-621-2154 
First Vice President 
    Lynn Liebman 
    914-528-7928 
Second Vice President 
    Georgene Perlman 
    845-621-5921 
Treasurer 
    Melody Weisman 
Financial Secretary 
    David Michaels 
    845-528-2233 
Recording Secretary 
    Jill Sanders-DeMott 
    845.621.1186 
Board of Directors 
    Gail Freundlich 
    Ellen Gershman 
    Joel Greenberg 
    Wendy Greenberg 
    Jeff Guest 
    Howard Hammer 
    Marcia Lichtman 
    Barry Plaut 
    Gary Reing 
    Ann Rubin 
    Glenn Sapir 
    Monica Scavone 
    Charles Schiller 
    Harvey Teplitsky 
    Yaakov Tigershtrom 
 

Sisterhood 
    Lynn Michaels 
    845-528-2233 
    sisterhood@tbsmahopac.org 
Men’s Club 
    Joel Greenberg 
    845-628-2851 
    mensclub@tbsmahopac.org 
USY Director 
    Steve Bettman 
    845-621-0414 
Office Administrators 
    Ro Belsky 
    Jean Follit 
    office@tbsmahopac.org 
 
 

Saturday, January 6, 2007 
7:00 pm 

  

Temple Beth Shalom  * 760 Route 6 * Mahopac 
 

All Ages Welcome! 

$10 per person.  Limited seating available. 
Call for information: 845.628.6133 

 

Proceeds Support the Israel Scouts Visit. 

The TBS Israel Scouts Committee presents 

Sunday, February 4, 2007, 9:00 am  
Come and be counted.  Join with wrappers around the world 
and participate in FJMC’s World Wide Wrap. Celebrate the 
mitzvah of Tefillin with us. Bring your own set or borrow 
one of ours. 

Afterwards, join us for the Men’s Club 
eighth annual Millennium Breakfast and hear 
invited members of our community discuss 
major issues of the day. For further 
information, call the TBS office. 

The World Wide Wrap is coordinated by the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs. 
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T he question I get asked 
the most as a Rabbi has 

little to do with rulings on 
Jewish law or inquiries into the 
meaning of verses of Torah.   
Rather it has to do with Hebrew 
names.  I often receive a phone 
call asking, “Rabbi, if my 
Mother’s name was Betty, what 
is her Hebrew name?”  
Unfortunately, for the most part, 

English names cannot be translated into Hebrew and 
vice versa.  Often English and Hebrew names can have 
similar meanings or even begin with letters that make 
the same sound but being able to find the Hebrew name 
for “Betty” is more a task for the family than the Rabbi. 

Throughout most of history, Jews have used 
both secular, non-Jewish names, and Hebrew names.  It 
says in the Talmud (Gittin 11b) that “the majority of 
Jews in the Diaspora have Gentile 
names.”  This has been known to be true 
from the Babylonian Exiles (586 BCE) 
onward.  For instance, we know that 
Daniel and his friends had Hebrew & 
Aramaic (Babylonian) names.  Daniel’s 
Babylonian name was Beltshazar, 
probably not one you would choose for 
your son today.  This remained true in 
the 4th century when Jews came into 
close contact with Greek culture as well 
as with the passage of time in various 
countries such as Italy, France and Spain.  
The practice of giving a child both  
Hebrew and secular names continues to 
this day. 

While there is no strict halakhah (Jewish law) 
dictating which names may or may not be used, there is 
a Jewish tradition that suggests we should avoid certain 
names.  The Sages of the Midrash suggest that we 
avoid the names of wicked people such as Pharaoh, 
Sisera and Haman.  Rabbi Azulai, an 18th century 
scholar, suggests that we refrain from using names of 
Biblical characters that came before Abraham, and 
were therefore not Jewish, such as Adam, Cain and 
Noah which are very popular today. Rabbi Azulai’s 
ruling has largely been ignored and many illustrious 
scholars and individuals have carried pre-Abrahamitic 
names. 

Our religion differs greatly in its approach to 
choosing a name that honors a loved one.  Choosing a 
Hebrew name becomes a wonderful way to honor a 
family member whose values and characteristics we 

hope will continue through future generations.  
Ashkenazi Jews, those that come from Eastern Europe, 
believe that a person’s name is the essence of their 
being – essentially that the person’s name is his soul.  
If a child is given a relative’s name, he or she is also 
being given that person’s soul.  This is problematic if 
the relative is still living and therefore, Ashkenazi Jews 
usually do not name their children after relatives that 
are still alive.  Sephardic Jews, those that come from 
Spain and the Middle East, do not share this belief and 
seldom hesitate to name their offspring after living 
grandparents or other family members. 

It is quite evident that names in Judaism do 
serve as more than a way of identifying someone. 
Names speak to the core of the people they are. The 
great Kabbalist, The Ari, claims that parents are given 
the power of prophesy when choosing a Hebrew name 
so that they will aptly choose a name that describes 
their child’s persona and destiny in life. Therefore, it 

has become a popular custom to share a 
newly chosen Hebrew name with the 
greater Jewish community.  This gives 
us another chance to celebrate together 
as well as a first glimpse into the 
characteristics and dreams a family 
might wish for their new child. 

While it is not a halakhic obligation to 
have a Hebrew name, and in Israel 
today there is even a common practice 
of having both the secular and Hebrew 
name be one and the same, it is quite 
special being called to the Torah or 
inscribing a kettubah with a name that 

has a foundation in our tradition and a special honor 
within the family.  I encourage you, if you were not 
given one at birth or do not know what it might be, to 
choose a Hebrew name that has meaning to you.  I 
would be more than happy to assist you in this exciting 
process.  I hope that in the coming months we will have 
a special Shabbat when we can name many of our 
congregants, both young and old, who wish to be a part 
of this process. 

I know that personally, both Selilah and I are 
looking forward to choosing a name for our child that 
will honor our ancestors, past family members, and the 
values and hopes we share as a family… and of course, 
we look forward to sharing the name we choose with 
all of you! 

~ Rabbi Joshua Kalev 
 

Message from Rabbi Kalev 

 
“While it is not a 

halakhic obligation to 
have a Hebrew name...it 

is quite special being 
called to the Torah or 
inscribing a kettubah 

with a name that has a 
foundation in our 

tradition and a special 
honor within the 

family.” 
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I t’s hard to 
believe that 

2006 is over 
already!  Where 
did it go?  I’m 
n o t  s u r e 
whether time 
really goes 
faster when you 

get older or whether you just forget 
what happens more often than you 
use to. In any event, another year has 
flown by and I am very thankful for 
all the blessings I have received over 
the past year.   

Normally, I am the type of person 
who likes to look ahead to the 
future, not behind to the past.  I can 
never quite understand what all the 
hoopla is about on New Year’s Eve.  
A r e  w e  r e v e l i n g  i n  o u r 
accomplishments over the past year, 
or welcoming the hopes and 
aspirations of the coming year?  
Generally, I tend to choose the latter, 
with a little “thanks” thrown in for 
making it through another year. This 
past year at Temple Beth Shalom, 
however, was so exciting and 
exhilarating that I have to go against 
my modus operandi to give equal 
consideration to both points of view.  

2006 was truly an extraordinary year 
for our synagogue and it would be a 
mistake on my part to not celebrate 
that with all of you.   As always, it is 
impossible to personally mention 
every individual who has made this 
year enormously successful. Please 
know that your efforts have been 
appreciated. But I cannot begin this 
promising new year without 
mentioning some special people 
whose hard work and dedication has 
affected every congregant in our 
synagogue.  

President’s Message  

First, a special thank you to Melody, 
Jean and Ro, whose professionalism 
and work ethic make it possible to 
boast a 2007 start with a front office 
that is on enormously sound footing;  
to Wendy, Billy and the hardworking 
House & Grounds committee for 
providing a building that is safe, sound 
and finally dry; to Debi and the 
Temple Times staff for rightfully being 
honored by the United Synagogue with 
an Outstanding Achievement Award in 
2006;  to Carol Zager and her faculty 
for bringing us closer to being 
recognized as a United Synagogue 
School of Excellence;  to our Board of 
Trustees and Executive Board, whose  
 

 
work mostly goes unnoticed, but 
without whom nothing can get done;  
and finally to Rabbi Kalev for 
everything that he does for our 
community on a daily basis. 

And now, as I look towards 2007, it is 
time for me to make my one “New 
Year Resolution” for our synagogue.  I 
would like to see a much greater 
involvement by our congregation in all 
aspects of synagogue life, including 
activities and causes that go beyond 
our walls and affect our local and 
global communities.   

Internally, this should be easy.  The 
upcoming calendar promises fun, 

educational and community awareness 
activities which need, no, beg for your 
support.  From Tot Shabbat to Hazak, 
every age group can find some activity 
in which to either participate or 
volunteer.   Fundraisers such as Scrip 
and the Yom Kippur appeal need to 
attract greater participation from our 
membership in the coming year.  We 
improved in 2006, but we are nowhere 
near where I hope we will be in 2007.   

Externally, our desire to help our local 
and global communities has never 
been stronger, and our support of Israel 
has never been more essential, 
especially after the demoralizing war 
this summer in Lebanon.  We have to 
develop more projects like the Mitzvah 
Day cleanup of the Kent Cliffs Baptist 
Church (Yasher Koach to David & 
Ann Rubin) last month.   We must be 
more active in promoting Israeli 
activities, causes, and fundraisers more 
than we have up until now.  Our 
involvement in organizations like 
NOW Israel and AIPAC has given us 
an avenue to participate as a 
community, but it is up to each of us to 
make the effort and join in the fight.   

I also want to wish the Rabbis Kalev 
the best of luck on the impending 
addition to their immediate family and 
to our Temple Beth Shalom family as 
well. I hope that 2007 is a wonderful 
year for all of us. 

Yours truly, 

Ron  
 
~ Ron Arsham 

 

“Externally, our desire to help 
our local and global communities 
has never been stronger, and our 
support of Israel has never been 

more essential…” 
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Monday, 1/1/07 
TBS Office Closed 
Thursday, 1/4 
Adult Limud (Hebrew), 7:30 pm 
Friday, 1/5 
Family Service, 7:45 pm 
Saturday, 1/6 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
Texas Hold’em, 7 pm 
 
Sunday 1/7 
Hay Class Family Education Program 
USY Shabbaton 
Tuesday, 1/9 
Adult Limud (Torah), 7:30 pm 
Thursday, 1/11 
Sisterhood Mtg/Cooking with Howie, 
7:30 pm 
Friday, 1/12 
Tot Shabbat, 7 pm 
Hazak Shabbat 
Saturday, 1/13 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
TBS Actor’s Studio presents                       
The Mikado, 7:30 pm 

 

 Calendar Chailights 

January/February 2007 

January 6 
Texas Hold’Em 

 

January 12 
Hazak Shabbat 

January 13 & 14 
The TBS Actor’s Studio Presents 

The Mikado 
 

January 20 
TBS Movie Night -  

Keeping Up with the Steins 
 

February 1 
Baby Kalev Pool Deadline 

 
 

 

TBS Board Meetings  
Thursday, January 18 @ 8 pm 

Thursday, February 15 @ 7 pm 

 

Sisterhood Meetings  
Thursday, January 11 - 
Cooking with Howie 

 
Thursday, February 8  

Full Sisterhood Calendar on page 15 
 

Men’s Club Meetings 
Sunday, January 21 -  

Abraham on Trial 
Sunday, February 4 - 
World Wide Wrap &  
Millennium Breakfast 

Men’s Club Message on page 21 

 
USY Meetings 

 USY Message on page 23 

                        
Hazak Events  

Friday, January 12 
Hazak Shabbat 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, 1/14 
NO HEBREW SCHOOL 
Adult limud (Hebrew), 9:30 am 
TBS Actor’s Studio presents The Mikado, 2 pm 
Monday, 1/15 
TBS Office Closed 
TBS USY Ski Trip  
Tuesday, 1/16 
Adult Limud (Torah), 7:30 pm 
Friday, 1/19 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 6:15 pm 
Saturday, 1/20 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
Junior Congregation, 10:30 am 
Hay Class Lunch & Learn, following services 
Gimmel/Family Havdalah & Movie Night, 
7:30 pm 
 

Sunday, 1/21 
Mishpachah Family Program 
Men’s Club Meeting - Abraham on Trial,           
9:30 am 
Sisterhood Family Skating, 1 pm 
Friday, 1/26 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:15 pm 
Saturday, 1/27 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
 
Sunday, 1/28 
Adult Limud (Hebrew), 9:30 am 

Thursday, 2/1 
Adult Limud (Hebrew), 7:30 pm 
Friday, 2/2 
Bet/Gimel Class Dinner, 6 pm 
Shabbat Family Service, 7:45 pm  
Saturday, 2/3 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
 
Sunday, 2/4 
Men’s Club/WORLD WIDE WRAP,  
& Millenium Breakfast, 9:00 am 
Thursday, 2/8 
Sisterhood Meeting, 7:30 pm 
Friday, 2/9 
Tot Shabbat, 7 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:15 pm 
Saturday, 2/10 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
Havdalah in Pajamas 
  

Sunday, 2/11 
Sisterhood Breakfast 
Friday, 2/16 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 6:15 pm 
Saturday, 2/17 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
Junior Congregation, 10:30 am 
 
Sunday, 2/18 
NO HEBREW SCHOOL  
Monday, 2/19 
TBS Office Closed 
Wednesday, 2/21 
NO HEBREW SCHOOL 
Friday, 2/23 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:15 pm 
Saturday, 2/24 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
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The TBS Actor’s Studio is back by popular demand….. 

Join us for two great performances of 

Gilbert & Sullivan’s Comic Opera 
 

 

 

at Temple Beth Shalom 
Saturday January 13, 2007 7:30PMSaturday January 13, 2007 7:30PMSaturday January 13, 2007 7:30PM   
Sunday January 14, 2007 2:00PMSunday January 14, 2007 2:00PMSunday January 14, 2007 2:00PM 

 

Tickets: Adults $10.00, Children $5.00 

All proceeds will be donated to the TBS Youth Choir  
Call 845-628-6133  

for tickets or reservations. 
 

Please order your tickets early before  

they are sold out! 

 
The TBS Actor’s Studio are talented members of our congregation whose performance of   
The Pirates of Penzance, in March 2006, received a standing ovation from a full house! 

Their performances benefit the TBS Youth Choir and Temple Beth Shalom. 



TEVET/SHEVAT/ADAR 5767                                     TEMPLE TIMES                                                                     PAGE 7  

 

Is there a Simcha in your future?  
Would you like to host an Oneg 
Shabbat or Kiddush in honor of a 
special occasion? Please contact 
Wendy Greenberg in 
the temple office,(845) 
628-6133 for all of  
your planning needs. 
 

Regular Shabbat Services  
Friday Evenings, 8:15 pm* 
 *  Third Friday of Each Month - 
     January 19 & February 16 
     Service held at 6:15 pm 
Saturday Mornings, 9:30 am 
 

Junior Congregation 
Saturday, January 20, 10:30 am 
Saturday, February 17, 10:30 am 
 

Family Services 
Friday, January 5, 7:45 pm 
 

Friday, February 2 
Dinner @ 6:00 pm 
Service led by the  
Bet/Gimel class,  7:45 pm  

Tot Shabbat 
Friday, January 12, 7:00 pm 
Friday, February 9, 7:00 pm 
 

Havdalah Services 
Saturday, January 20, 7:30 pm 
Family Havdalah Service led by the 
Gimmel Class 
 

Saturday, February 10,  
7:30 pm 
Havdalah in Pajamas 
 

 
Shabbat Candle Lighting 
 

JANUARY 
January 5  4:23 pm 
January 12 4:30 pm 
January 19 4:38 pm 
January 26 4:46 pm 
 
FEBRUARY 
February 2 4:55 pm 
February 9 5:03 pm 
February 16 5:12 pm 
February 23 5:20 pm 

Each week Rabbi Kalev shares a trivia 
question at Shabbat services. The first 
person to call his voice mail after 
Shabbat with the correct answer wins a 
prize!  The competition is fierce so 
make sure to call in as soon as Shabbat 
has ended. 
 

Which 1940’s movie starring Charlie 
Chaplin was the first film to deal with 
the plight of the German Jews? – The 
Great Dictator – Ira Uffer 

In Mah Jongg, what suit do the whites 
go with? – The Dots – Ellen Gershman 

In the Bible, Kiriyat Arba is another 
name for which famous city? – Hebron 
– The Guests 

What, in Israel, is the dunam used to 
measure? – Land – The Guests 

William Rosenthal founded what 
company specializing in a certain type 
of women’s wear? – Maidenform Bra 
Company – The Freundlichs 

What is the only piece of Jewish law 
tied to the solar calendar? – The prayer 
for rain in the weekday Amidah – 
Nobody 

What was the original name of the 
Jewish drummer for the band Anthrax? 
– Scott Rosenfeld – The Guests 
(Thanks to Travis Scavone for the 
question) 

Construction engineer William 
Goldsmith designed what important 
New York landmark? – The 
Triborough Bridge - Nobody 

 TBS Service Schedule & Candle Lighting Times You’re Safe in Synagogue 
 

Avoid riding in automobiles 
because they are responsible for 
20% of all fatal accidents. 
 
Do not stay at home because 
17% of all accidents occur in the 
home. (That’s 37% already.) 
 
Avoid walking on streets or 
sidewalks because 14% of all 
accidents occur to pedestrians. 

Avoid traveling by air, rail, or 
water because 16% of all 
accidents involve those forms of 
transportation (we’re up to 67%). 

Of the remaining, 33% of all 
deaths occur in hospitals.  Above 
all, avoid hospitals! 

You will be pleased to learn that 
only 0.01% of all deaths occur in 
a synagogue, and these are 
usually related to previous 
physical disorders. 
 
Therefore, logic tells us that the 
safest place for you to be at any 
given point is in Synagogue 
services.  Torah study is even 
safer.  The numbers of deaths 
during Torah study is too small to 
register. 

For safety’s sake, stay alive, go 
to Shul as often as possible and 
attend Torah Study.  
It could save your 
life! 

Please turn off cell phones and pagers before entering services.   
Your cooperation is appreciated. 
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L ocated at the foothills of the beautiful Berkshire Mountains, Camp Ramah 
in the Berkshires, one of seven overnight camps and three day camps under 

the auspices of the National Ramah Commission, is located in Wingdale, NY - 
approximately one and a half hours north of New York City. Each summer, 
approximately 500 campers from New York and New Jersey participate in 
activities that include basketball, softball, arts & crafts, radio and video, 
ceramics, drama, swimming, tennis, special teen trips and much more, with 
Conservative Jewish values interwoven through all aspects of camp life.  

 
Being a Camper at Ramah Berkshires  
It is never too soon to think about the summer! And it is never too 

early to think about the amazing summer you will have at Camp 
Ramah in the Berkshires. You will make great friends, jump on 

our water trampoline and compete in Ultimate Frisbee, basketball 
and other sports. Come glide on our zip-line, play with the animals in Teva, and 
kayak on beautiful Lake Ellis. 

MAIN OFFICE 
Camp Ramah in the Berkshires 
25 Rockwood Place     Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: (201) 871-RAMAH         www.ramahberkshires.org 
Need based financial assistance is available. Applications are due by January 31, 2007. 

Rachel Kwan, Camp Ramah 
I really liked the water activities at 
Camp Ramah.  There was an inflatable 
iceberg that you could climb up and fall 
back down.  There was also a 
trampoline in the water and when 
someone jumped on the side of the 
trampoline, you would fall in the 
water.  I learned a lot of new melodies 
for the prayers and made a lot of new 
friends.  I can't wait to go back next 
summer. 

Tess Bettman, Eddie I 
Eddie I's famous tag line is, 'your 
only summer home' and that’s exactly 
what it is. I wouldn’t want to be 
anywhere else than camp with all my 
friends. The experience of spending 
eight amazing weeks with Jewish 
teens from all over the area and an 
international staff is amazing and all 
teens should definitely try out going to 
a Jewish summer camp. 
 
Alyia Bettman, Eddie I 
Spending my summers at sleep away 
camp was the best experience of my 
life.  Being a camper was amazing 
and now, being a counselor is the best 
job I've ever had. Camp has changed 
my life and I have met some of my 
best friends there.  It taught me about 
my Jewish values and it gave me the 
confidence I needed to be able to be 
away from home.  The summers at 
Eddie I were definitely my best ever! 

E ddie I is a warm and friendly Jewish Sleepaway Camp. Located in the 
foothills of the Taconic Mountains in Dutchess County, beautiful 

Camp Edward Isaacs is only 70 miles from New York City. Our campers 
come from all over New York State as well as from neighboring states; 
Florida and California, too. We are proud to be an international summer 
camp, with campers and staff from Israel, France, Argentina and other 
countries. Eddie I campers have friends all over the world! 

A kosher Jewish residential camp serving boys and girls ages 7-16, our ideal 
size (only 200 campers!) our experienced staff (4 to 1 camper to staff ratio!) 
and more than 40 years of Jewish summer camp tradition create a caring and 
sharing family atmosphere.  

Summer camp at “Eddie I” is an extraordinary experience in Jewish camping 
and community, where value and values meet, and fun and friendship begin. 
 

Winter Address: 
Central Queens YM-YWHA 
67-09 108th Street      
Forest Hills, NY  11375 
Ph: 781-268-5011       
Email: director@campedi.com          www.campedi.com 

Camp tuition increases after January 15, 2007. 

Jewish Summer Camps to Consider 

M eet the TBS children and 
young adults who have 

attended the local and regional 
Jewish camps featured on these 
pages.  We asked them to tell us a 
little bit about their experiences at 
the camp they attended. 
This is by no means a complete listing  
of Jewish camps in the area. If you 
know of one you would like to 
recommend, email us at 
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org. 
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C amp Ramah in New England is a 
unique, total experience whose 

impact lasts well beyond the summer 
months. Young people have fun while 

developing skills, strong friendships, and a Jewish consciousness that lasts a 
lifetime through a variety of experiences: sports, nature, music, study, Shabbat, 
and Judaica. 

We infuse our programs with some of the most innovative teaching available in 
Jewish education. Our trained staff brings to the camp a commitment to provide 
each camper with a balanced program of Jewish experience and general 
recreational activity. Our campers learn by doing: learning Hebrew by using it - 
on the playing field, in the dining room, in a play, in a song; appreciating the 
vibrancy and complexity of life in Israel through talks with an Israeli reservist 
and the many Israeli Mischlachat staff; performing community service; 
understanding Jewish culture by living it. 

Two hours of each camper's day are spent with our educational staff in creative 
programs designed to teach Hebrew language, Jewish history, religion, law and 
ethics. We use a wide range of teaching methods - songs, films, stories, crafts, 
and discussion - because children learn in so many ways. 

Winter Office  
35 Highland Circle,  
Needham, MA 02494  
Tel: (781) 449-7090  
Rabbi Ed Gelb, Director: edg@campramahne.org 
www.campramahne.org 

T he Berkshire Institute for Music and Arts offers a fantastic summer arts 
experience for young people currently in grades 8-11. Set in a pluralistic 

Jewish community and held at Williams College in Williamstown, 
Massachusetts, BIMA creates a unique setting in which participants explore the 
relationships between artistic expression and Jewish living and learning.  
 
BIMA’s Program 
BIMA offers three core areas of artistic study: music (jazz/chamber/choral), 
painting or creative writing. The program includes intensive time each day during 
which participants focus on the arts discipline of their choice. Participants have 
the opportunity to develop techniques, hone skills, enhance their ability to 
express themselves in their chosen medium, and collaborate artistically with 

other participants. In addition, participants choose from a range of 
elective offerings. In the time allocated for electives, participants 
explore new concepts, engage in another medium, or create artistic 
collaborations. 

 
The entire BIMA community comes together regularly for Jewish text study and 
experiential learning. Participants explore texts and cultural resources that 
provide a window into Jewish perspectives on themes such as beauty and 
creativity. BIMA serves strictly kosher food, offers daily prayer options, and 
creates weekly communal Shabbat experiences. 

Summer 2007 BIMA Program ~ July 2 - July 30, 2007 
Contact:   Lauren Tishler Mindlin, Ex. Director, (781) 642-6800 ext. 313         
lmindlin@bimasummerarts.org  
Request Info:  info@bimasummerarts.org       
Phone: (781) 642-6800 ext. 208 

Andrew Plaut, BIMA  
 

BIMA is a home away from 
home.  During my experience, I was 
surrounded with teenagers who all 
shared the same passions; Judaism 
and the arts.  I deepened my Jewish 
knowledge, and explored who I 
am as an artist. Each day at 
BIMA was intense, challenging 
and full of creativity.  There were 
many opportunities to connect with 
other people as well as ourselves, to 
become more talented and 
sophisticated individuals.  I 
recommend all Jewish artists find 
out more about BIMA at 
www.bimasummerarts.org/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary and Mark Skolnick, Camp 
Ramah New England  

Becoming totally immersed in 
Jewish living is fun. We loved color 
war, daily activities, and even 
Shabbat services. Preparing for 
Friday night was a great 
experience. 

We met kids and counselors from 
all over.  Camp Ramah was great 
fun overall and we can't wait to go 
back next year. 
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Your participation in the Folding@Home project can help lead 
to a cure for Alzheimer’s Disease, Cancer, Huntington’s Disease, 
Osteogenesis Imperfecta, and Parkinson’s Disease.    
ALL YOU NEED IS A HOME COMPUTER! 
 
The goal of Folding@Home is to understand protein folding, protein aggregation, 
and related diseases.  Folding@Home is based at Stanford University and 
Stanford University Medical School and is funded by the National Institutes of 
Health and the National Science Foundation. 

What is protein folding and how is folding linked to disease? Proteins are 
biology's workhorses -- its "nanomachines." Before proteins can carry out these 
important functions, they assemble themselves, or "fold." The process of protein 
folding, while critical and fundamental to virtually all of biology, in many ways 
remains a mystery. Moreover, when proteins do not fold correctly (i.e. "misfold"), 
there can be serious consequences, including many well known diseases, such as 
Alzheimer's, Mad Cow (BSE), CJD, ALS, Huntington's, Parkinson's disease, and 
many Cancers and cancer-related syndromes. 

How can you help? You can help this project by simply downloading and 
running a piece of software on your home computer. Folding@Home uses 
novel computational methods coupled to distributed computing, to simulate 
problems thousands to millions of times more challenging than previously 
achieved. Every computer that joins this project results in an increase in 
simulation speed.  Every computer brings the project closer to their goals.  
 
Who owns the results?  What happens to them?  Folding@Home is run by the 
Pande Group at Stanford University’s Chemistry Department which is a nonprofit 
institution dedicated to science research and education.  They do not sell the data 
or make money from it.  The data will be made available, through scientific 
publications and on the Folding@Home website, for everyone, including 
researchers, to use. 
 
How do the results get back to the project center?  Your computer will 
automatically upload the results to their server each time it finishes a work unit, 
and will download a new job at that time.   
 
How much power/money is used by running the Folding@Home project on 
my computer 24/7? Roughly, a central processing unit (CPU) in your computer 
uses as much power as a 60 watt light bulb (about $3-$6 a month).  The program 
continues to run on your computer even when it is idle or turned off.    
 
Why should I participate?  Because you or someone you know has been, or may 
be, affected by a debilitating disease; because you own a home computer; because 
the act of being part of a scientific study to help find a cure for these insidious 
diseases is a concrete step towards repairing the world. 
 

PLEASE, visit www.folding.stanford.edu/ to learn more about Folding@Home 
and take part in this important project. 

Each act of kindness, no matter how small, helps to build a new world. 

 

PUTNAM CAP COAT DRIVE 

Urgently Needed 
Men’s, Women’s and 

Children’s Winter Coats & 
Jackets  

Donations must be clean               
and on a hanger. 

Coats will be distributed 
through February 2, 2007. 

 

Bring coats to Putnam CAP 
121 Main Street, Brewster, NY 

845-278-8021 
www.putnamcap.org 

Putnam Community Action 
Program (CAP) is an anti-poverty 
program dedicated to serving 
the residents of Putnam County 
who are struggling to support 

themselves and/or their families. 

NOT ON MY WATCH 
 

Send a message to the 
President and your 
representatives in 
Washington, DC. 

 

www.savedarfur.org 
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T ypically, TBS Mitzvah Days 
focus on the beautification of 

the Temple itself.  Not so on 
December 3rd when a dozen or so 
TBS families found themselves 
traipsing through a remote area of 
Putnam County to dig out the 
abandoned and overgrown 200 year 
old Kent Cliffs Baptist Church Burial 
Grounds.  

It started because congregant David 
Rubin has an interest in old 
cemeteries and an 
awareness that some in our 
area do not get the care and 
maintenance they deserve.  
David approached Rabbi 
Kalev about cleaning one of 
these ignored sites as a 
Temple project.  The Rabbi 
put another congregant, 
Jane Garbo, who 
also happens to be 
the Carmel Town 
Historian, in 
touch with David 
and helped lead 
him to the 
cemetery in Kent 
Cliffs.  The 
cemetery, which is hidden 
in the woods with no 
public access, is adjacent 
to a community of small 
cottages which was 
formerly a summer retreat 
for Orthodox Jews. 

So, on a crisp, sunny 
afternoon, congregants of 
all ages, hiked into the woods, laden 
with shovels, hoes and rakes 
expecting to find a cemetery in need 
of a bit of gardening.  What they 
found, as they passed through the 
crumbled entrance, were tombstones 
completely obscured by a thick 
curtain of entangled pricker bushes, 
weeds and saplings.  Julian Chipkin, 
11, observed “I feel bad for the 
people who have passed away here 
because it's just so far away and so 
hidden that nobody would ever find it 
- it looks so forgotten.” 

Rabbi Kalev noted that this was the 
first Mitzvah Day where TBS focused  
on the non-Jewish community.  This 
was an important lesson for the 
children that participated.  “What I 
loved so much about the day was that 
the children learned some very 
important values.  First and foremost 
was that giving back to the 
community is something their parents 
value and therefore so should they.  
But also that while helping Jews is 
important, so is helping those around 

us who are not Jewish…we 
can’t always look solely at 
ourselves and our own 
needs.” 

All that participated agreed 
that the day was especially 
important for the children.  
“Mitzvah day was a 
wonderful experience for 

everyone that participated” 
said congregant Deborah 
Hilfman who was joined by 

her 8 year old son Joshua, “but I was 
especially pleased with the effect that 
this day had on the children.  In a 
world that is so divided by diversity, I 
was inspired by their enthusiasm just 
to make a difference in the  

community, and to help preserve the 
respect for those that had passed.” 

Rabbi Kalev said, “It says in the 
Apocrypha ‘Observe the waters: 
when they flow together, they sweep 
along stones, trees, earth and many 
other things; but if the waters are 
divided into many streams, the earth 
swallows them, and they disappear.  
So shall you also be if you allow 
yourself to be divided.’  We came 
together for a common purpose and 
when we left three hours later, you 
could definitely tell we made a 
difference.” 

While there is clearly more work to 
do at the cemetery, Rabbi Kalev and 
all the families that participated were 
thrilled with the outcome of the 
unique Mitzvah day and the 
significant improvements that were 
made.  The Rubin boys (Spencer, 
Jared and Zachary) were overheard 
trying to trying to convince their 
father to plan another Mitzvah Day 
for the following weekend so they 
could come back and finish the job!  
 
~ Anne Rubin 

Mitzvah Day 2006 
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Tzedakah - TBS Donations Make A Difference! 

Thursday, November 30, 2006 

Dear Congregation of Temple Beth Shalom in Mahopac, NY, 

We wanted to thank you for donating so many M&M’s for the 
Israeli soldiers for our project, A Package from Home, to 
include in our care packages to the soldiers.  The M&M’s were 
included in the care packages sent out to the lone soldiers and 
combat soldiers last week in our Chanukah winter packages.  
Your donated M&M’s were so many we were able to put one 
package of M&M’s in each package we sent out last week. This is 
such a special treat for the soldiers since this is their favorite 
chocolate. 

Our winter Chanukah care packages include a fleece jacket, ski 
hat, gloves, long underwear, T shirt, anti-fungal socks, boxer 
shorts, fleece blanket, bath towel, fresh ones, special band aids 
for blisters, deodorant, tooth paste and tooth brush, travel sized 
toiletries and a large assortment of candies, nuts, cookies, 
snacks and letters of appreciation. 

Your special efforts are even more valuable at this time of need 
in that it shows that people all over the world care about these 
young men and women of the IDF.  These items make a big 
difference to the soldiers.  It shows that we are thinking about 
them and that we care and offers a real morale boost in these 
difficult times. 

One letter of support and one package from people, who believe 
in what these soldiers are doing, strengthens the spirit and 
resolve of each Israeli soldier.  Your contribution and efforts for 
the soldiers provided this feeling of warmth and support.   

A special thank you to Jeff Roberts who carried and got all the 
donated items to us. 

Elef Brachot (A Thousand Blessings) 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Barbara Bloom Silverman 
Founder, A Package from Home 
To learn more about A Package from Home please visit our 
website at www.apackagefromhome.org 

FAST FACTS ABOUT ISRAEFAST FACTS ABOUT ISRAELL  
 
Israel, the 100th smallest country,  
with less than 1/1000th of the  
world's population, can lay claim 
to the following:  
 
The cell phone was developed in Israel 
by Israelis working in the Israeli 
branch of Motorola, which has its 
largest development center in Israel . 

Most of the Windows NT and XP 
operating systems were developed by 
Microsoft-Israel. 

Both the Pentium-4 microprocessor 
and the Centrino processor were 
entirely designed, developed and 
produced in Israel. 

Voice mail technology was developed 
in Israel. 

The technology for the AOL Instant 
Messenger ICQ was developed in 
1996 by four young Israelis. 

According to industry officials, Israel 
designed the airline industry's most 
impenetrable flight security.  US 
officials now look (finally) to Israel 
for advice on how to handle airborne 
security threats. 

In 1984 and 1991, Israel airlifted a total 
of 22,000 Ethiopian Jews (Operation 
Solomon and Moses) at Risk in Ethiopia, 
to safety in Israel.  
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Join us as we march down Fifth 
Avenue in New York City with the 

NOW ISRAEL coalition of 
Northern Westchester synagogues. 

Reserve the Date!  May 6, 2007  
SALUTE TO ISRAEL PARADE 

This year’s theme is Israel Lights Up Our 
Lives.  We are looking for volunteers to sing, 

dance and make crafts. We are also seeking drummers to march with 
us (and help keep the beat)! Contact Marilyn Arsham  845-621-2154 

or  BuzzLt@aol.com  (place ‘parade’ on Message line) 

A Message from NOW ISRAEL 

O n November 16th, Israeli author 
Anna Levine shared a taste of 

life in Israel with the sixth and 
seventh grade students at Temple 
Beth Shalom religious school.  

Beginning with a mock search of all 
bags as they boarded a pretend bus, 
students then piled onto a huge floor 
map of Israel and watched Ms. 
Levine’s Power Point presentation of 
the sites, from Jerusalem to Lebanon, 
that inspired her own stories. Students 
laughed when she told of one twelve-
year-olds’ complaint of having to 
awaken every morning at 4am to 
excavate an ancient ruin in Jerusalem. 
They listened attentively to stories of 
her older son’s experience in 
Lebanon, and were curious about the 
adventures of her younger son’s 
bicycle tour that took him from the 
southernmost corner of the country to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

the sign posted at 
the Lebanese 
border that read: 
“Stop. Border 
Ahead.” 

In Ms. Levine’s 
book she tackles 
the daily 
Palestinian and 
Israeli tension 
that is 
inescapable among school children 
from clashing backgrounds who live 
under such close quarters. Yet, in her 
book, Running on Eggs, two 
teenagers from these opposite worlds 
were able to look beyond their 
differences to forge a friendship that 
afforded both mutual benefit. 

Running on Eggs was listed on the 
New York Public Library’s List of 
Best Books for the Teen Age in 2000, 
and the Association of Jewish 
Libraries’ 2005 list of recommended 
books on Israel for Elementary 
School Readers. 

She ended her talk with a challenge 
for each student to email their own 
story to her. Some may be typing at 
this very minute. 

Do you have Thursdays free to 
share some good food, a little 
shmoozing, and an enjoyable 
Jewish learning experience? 
Then join us at the Northern 
Westchester Jewish Lunch N’ 

Learn Series. Held once a 
month at neighboring 

synagogues, these lunch 
sessions offer a variety of 

topics, from kaballah to the 
history of the Jewish language. 

Topics that will relate to all 
adult ages are selected by the 

presenting synagogue.  Temple 
Beth Shalom will be hosting the 

series on August 16, so mark 
your calendar now. 

Lunch n’ Learn 
 

“Authentic Jewish 
Music: What Is It?” 

Thursday, January 25, 
2007 @ 12 noon 

 

Temple Shaaray Tefila 
Bedford Corners, NY 

Reservation must be 
made with payment by 

January 18, 2007. 
$12 per person 

For further information or to 
carpool, call the Temple Beth 

Shalom office and leave a 
message for  Wendy 

Greenberg. 

Author Visit Inspires TBS Students 
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S c h m o o z i n g  w i t h  S i s t e r h o o d  

A Message from your Sisterhood President 

I  hope you had a great Chanukah!! 

Thanks to everyone for helping out and 
coming to our Paid Up Dinner.  It was a great 
success and it was wonderful to see everyone. 

We also had a good time at our annual Chanukah 
grab bag meeting.  It was nice to see the various 
gifts we traded.  We also had a craft project.  We 
made beautiful cards.  It was a nice change of pace 
and very relaxing.. 

We have just sent out or reminder for our annual membership drive.  The 
Sisterhood of Temple Beth Shalom serves the congregation with dedication, 
devotion, and pride. If you haven’t already sent in your membership dues, please 
do so.  The money we collect provides fun activities that bond existing 
friendships and provide an opportunity to make new ones. 

We are currently selling tickets to our latest Broadway play—SPAMALOT for a 
performance on April 29th. We only have 6 tickets left; for those who ordered 
tickets, payment is due by April 1st. 

Thanks to Linda Tigershtrom for working so hard on the Sisterhood Gift Shop.  
If you need anything Judaica and you don’t see it in our display cases, just call 
Linda and she can order it and have it for you in three days. 

 

Take Care, 

Lynn 

Next Sisterhood Meeting 
Come join us at our upcoming 
meeting on 
Thursday, January 11, 7:30 pm 
We will share tasty 
treats as we will be 
COOKING WITH 
HOWIE! 

 Sisterhood Executive Board 

2006-07 Sisterhood Calendar 

President 
Lynn Michaels           528-2233 
sisterhood@tbsmahopac.org 
 

Vice Presidents  
Anita Bellenchia            
Open position 
 

Treasurer       
Chris Feuer           628-0448 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Frances Tesler               628-5482 
 

Recording Secretary     
Monica Scavone   855-9403 

 

Program Chairs 
Marge Pollack  628-5252 
Gail Plaut                                878-4960 
 

Gift Shop Chairman  
Linda Tigershtrom  208-3249 
GiftShop@tbsmahopac.org 

Jan 11 Cooking with Howie      7:30 pm 
Jan 21 Ice Skating                     1:00 pm 
Feb 8 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 
Feb 11 Sisterhood Speaker       10:00 am 
Mar 8 Taste Of Passover          7:30 pm 
Mar 24 Kosher Iron Chef           7:30 pm 
Apr 12 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 
May 4 Shabbat Across America  TBD 
May 10 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 
May 13 Anything But Bagels    11:00 am 
May 20 Torah Fund Lunch       1pm-4pm 
June 14 Sisterhood Meeting     7:30pm 
 
 

The Sisterhood is going to see  

at the Shubert Theater  
(225 W. 44th Street)  

April 29, 2007 @2:00PM  
 

Ticket price is $105.25 per ticket 
payable to  

Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood  
 

Send checks to: Lynn Michaels   
22 Greenway Ter. N   
Mahopac, NY 10541 
Call for information:  

(845) 528-2233  
 

RSVP by April 1, 2007 
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Football pool...Baseball 
pool….Carpool…….. 

How about baby Kalev pool? 
It’s almost time… 

Rabbi Selilah is due in 
February! 

Send in a donation of $5.00 with 
your pick of time, date & sex                

of baby Kalev and win the pool. 
You will then have your choice 

of where you would like the 
pool money to be donated. 

 
All entries & checks must be to 
the Temple  office no later than 

February 1, 2007.  

TBS HOSTS A BABY SHOWER AND  
DEDICATES A NEW HANUKIYAH 

AIPAC Policy  Conference 2007 
March 11-13, Washington, DC. 

AIPAC’s annual Policy Conference is a blockbuster event that attracts over 
4,000 pro-Israel activists from all 50 states.  Delegates participate in three days 
of programming featuring addresses by America’s and Israel’s top leaders and 
scores of workshops and forums led by top experts in their fields. 

If you would like to attend this conference with Rabbi Kalev, please contact him 
as soon as possible.  There are a few scholarships available! 

ISRAEL TRIP UPDATE 
 
TBS Members have until 
February 1, 2007 to contact 
Rabbi Kalev if they are 
interested in traveling to 
Israel with the temple this 
summer.  Space will be 
booked soon on an El Al 
flight, and trip deposits are 
due by mid-February.   
 

Don’t miss this amazing 
opportunity to visit the 
Jewish homeland (and the 
Rabbi’s family)! 

Yad Club & Musaf Mayvens  - All levels of experience welcome! 

Contact Lynn Michaels (845-528-2233) or Karen Kwan (845-225-4360) if  
you would like to lead Shabbat services or read Torah.  Lynn and Karen are 
wonderful teachers and will guide or tutor you through this rewarding mitzvah. 

 

 

Celebrating light and life on  
December 17, 2006! 

 
Rabbi Selilah Kalev with a few baby 
essentials (above), and Rabbi Joshua 

Kalev (left) singing a Hanukkah song in 
front of the new Hanukiyah built by Rob 

Liebman (top photo). 
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BRING YOUR FRIENDS & ENJOY GREAT MOVIES ON THE TBS BIG 
SCREEN… BEST OF ALL, IT’S FREE!  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2007 

7:30 PM 

After attending a neighbor’s over-the-top Bar Mitzvah celebration, high-
powered Hollywood agent Adam Feidler (played by Jeremy Piven) is deter-
mined to pull out all the stops, and have the most extravagant celebration 
ever seen for his shy, insecure son Benjamin. 
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  indelachtindelachtּקּק  osher  for the  osher  for theּכּכ  ooking  ookingּכּכ
Hint: The Hebrew letter Kuf ( ּכa) and Koof ּקּק( a) make a ‘k’ sound  

Purim is shelach manot time, when we share treats 
with our friends. Tired of the traditional poppy, 

apricot and prune filling? Here is a delicious-sounding 
filling for your hamentashen treats. 

Nu? Vos kocht zich in teppel?  Nu? Vos kocht zich in teppel?    
  

So? What’s cooking? Email your So? What’s cooking? Email your 
favorite Passover recipes, questions or favorite Passover recipes, questions or 

traditions by 2/1/07 to traditions by 2/1/07 to 
TBSmaMAla@aol.com.  TBSmaMAla@aol.com.    

  

Ess Gezunterhait!Ess Gezunterhait! 

CREAM CHEESE 
HAMENTASHEN 
(dairy) Eileen Goltz - OU.org 

Ingredients 
2 cups flour, sifted 
1 cup butter 
1/2 lb. cream cheese 
1/2 cup poppy seeds 
1 cup walnuts (chopped fine) 
1 cup raisins (chopped fine) 
approx. 8 ox. honey 
 
Instructions 
In the bowl of an electric mixer 
combine the butter and cream cheese.  
Mix until well blended.  Gradually add 
in the flour, mixing and form a ball of 

dough.  Place the dough in a glass 
bowl, cover with plastic wrap and 
refrigerate over night.  In a bowl 
combine the poppy seeds, walnuts, 
raisins and honey.  It may take a little 
more, or a little less, than about 8 oz of 
honey; use enough to hold the mixture 
together.   

Preheat oven to 350° and grease the 
cookie sheets.  Roll out the dough (not 
too thin) and cut into 3-inch squares.  
Fill each square with about 1 
tablespoon of filling and fold the 
dough in half to make a triangle.  Bake 
on prepared cookies sheets until 
golden brown, about 20 minutes. 
Makes two dozen. 

TU B’SHVAT FRUITCAKE 
Source: Lior’s Kitchen Talk 
Ingredients 
1/2 c brown sugar 
3/4 c sifted flour 
1/2 tsp baking powder 
2 eggs 
1 c dried fruit 
1 c mixed nuts: almonds, 
macadamias, walnuts, pecans, etc. 
 
Instructions 
Preheat oven to 350° F.  Grease a 
loaf pan.  Mix all ingredients 
together.  Pout into prepared pan.  
Bake until brown (approximately 40-
45 minutes.  Stick a wooden stick in 
the center to check if the cake is 
done.  If it comes out clean, you can 
let it cool, then enjoy. 

The REAL MAmala’s  
Hamentashen Recipe 
W. Orange, NJ 
 

Ingredients 
3 eggs 
1 tsp vanilla 
1 c sugar 
2/3 c oil 
2 tsp baking powder 
4 c flour 
1 tsp grated orange or lemon rind 
1 beaten egg 
sugar/cinnamon mixture 
 

Instructions 
Preheat oven to 350°.  Beat the 3 eggs 
and add vanilla and sugar.  Mix well. 
Add oil and mix well.  Combime 
baking powder and flour, then add to 
egg mixture.  Add rind and mix 
well.Roll into a ball and refrigerate for 
1/2 hour before rolling douch to 1/4 
inch thickness.  Cut into circles.  Drop 
tablespoon of prune, apricot or 
raspberry jam, or chocolate chips and 
fold to make a triangle.  Pinch the 
edges and brush with beaten egg.  
Sprinkle with cinnamon/sugar.  Bake 
for 15 minutes. 

CHOCOLATE & NUT FILLING 
Eileen Goltz - OU.org 

Ingredients 
5 oz semisweet chocolate 
3 oz unsweetened chocolate 
6 Tbls butter 
2/3 c flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
1/2 tsp salt 
2 eggs 
2 tsp vanilla extract 
1 Tbls instant coffee 
3/4 c sugar 
3/4 c chocolate chips 
1/3 c chopped pecans (optional) 
1/3 c chopped walnuts (optional) 
 
Instructions 
In a microwave bowl combine the 
semisweet and unsweetened chocolate.  
Melt the chocolates together in the 
microwave, then mix in the next 8 
ingredients (butter through sugar).  Fold in 
the chocolate chips and nuts, and fill your 
hamentashen dough.  Make chocolate 
cookies with the extra batter. 

Or what about cherry, blueberry, lemon or 
apple pie filling?  Try it and report back to 

TBSmaMAla.  Happy Cooking! 

? Frageh for MaMAla 
 
Q: What is Tu B’Shvat? 
 
A:  Tu B’Shvat (Literally translating to 
its Hebrew calendar date, the 15th of 
Shvat) is what we refer to as the Jewish 
Arbor Day, a birthday celebration or new 
year for trees.  Torah states you cannot 
eat the fruit from a tree for three years.  
But determining a tree’s age without 
cutting her down was a huge problem for 
our sages.  Thus, Tu B’Shvat become the 
designated birthday for all trees.  
Interestingly enough, modern botanists 
have verified that this three-year wait 
time is actually better for our health, 
since it takes about three years for soil 
toxins to filter through the tree’s system. 
 

We celebrate Tu B’Shvat by 
eating fruit and nuts.  Some 
even prepare a seder, 
similar to Passover. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON NEW MEMBERS 
By Glenn Sapir 

Martins Echo the Gratifying Words 
of Many New Members 

P raise for the Rabbi, for Carol 
Zager, our religious school 

p r inc ipa l  and  for  you ,  the 
congregation--that’s what new 
members so often express as the 
attraction of Temple Beth Shalom, 
and for Julie Martin and her husband 
Josh, the familiar comments spread 
kudos among all. 

It was in July 2006 that the Martins 
joined Temple Beth Shalom, believing 
they had found the family-oriented 
Conservative temple that they had 
been seeking. 

“Once I met Rabbi Kalev and Carol,” 
Julie said, “I realized we had found 
our temple.” 

The Martins moved from Forest Hills, 
Queens, to their home in Kent two 
and a half years ago.  Josh is a 
criminal defense attorney in Yonkers 
and Queens.  Julie is a sales account 
representative for an educational 
software company.  Their jobs keep 
them occupied, as do their two 

children, Zachary, 4, and Hannah, 7 
months. 

The children attend Our Montessori 
School—and daycare center-- in 
Carmel, but in recent weeks they also 
attended Friday night services, 
including a Tot Shabbat, at TBS.  
Julie says they hope to make many 
more temple services and functions. 

“Things seem to be so busy now,” she 
said.  “But we do want to become 
active participants during the holidays 
and on Shabbat.” 

“I look forward to getting involved in 
the Sisterhood,” Julie added.  

Much of what they hope to get out of 
temple has to do with their children—
and with you. 

“We hope to make new friends who 
share the same faith and values as we 
do,” Julie said.  “We want our 
children to get a Jewish education, 
like we did, so that they can learn the 
values and traditions of their 
religion.” 

Hannah has already been on the 
bimah, where her baby naming 
occurred. 

Julie’s parents attended services at 
TBS during the High Holidays, and 
they were there for the baby naming. 

“’I think you have found your 
temple,’ my mother said.  She was so 
impressed by the rabbi and the 
congregation.” 

Julie seems to agree with her mom.  
Her first impressions have only been 
strengthened by her subsequent 
experiences with the temple 

“It is such a warm and welcoming 
place,” Julie said.  “Everyone we talk 
to seems to be genuinely interested in 
us.  Ron Arsham welcomed us with 
open arms.  I just can’t say enough 
about the congregation.” 

Such comments from new members 
might seem familiar by now, but they 
should always be music to your ears.  
Keep the encores coming! 

May your association with our congregation enrich your lives. 

I  know that for most people statistics are sort of boring. That being said I thought that 
the congregation would like to know how we are doing with scrip.  

We are at the mid point of our fiscal year and here is how things shake out. We are 
approximately 160 family member units. At this point we have 76 member families that have 

purchased scrip in some amount. While that has shown some improvement from last year we still have a ways to go. If 
you look at the YTD earned for TBS it could be so much more. There are many projects at the Temple that could do 
with some extra income. We did have a good response for the holidays and I saw some new names among the orders. 
Once again, this is such an easy way for us to raise funds so please remember to order scrip. 

 I hope your holidays and New Year were festive. Many thanks to Mel Weisman, David & Lynn Michaels, Patti 
Bettman, and Ro & Jean in the office for all of their assistance. This program is built on the efforts of our volunteers & 
participating member families. 

~ Georgene Perlman 

YTD  Credits to member accounts $3,488.39 / YTD Earned by TBS  - $2,339.98 

There are currently 160 TBS member units.  76 member families have participated in the Scrip program.  
16 members have reached the goal of raising $100 or more,  

15 members have raised between $50-100,  
12 members have raised between $25-49, 
 and 33 members have raised $25 or less. 
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Purim - Get Ready ‘Cause Here it Comes 

On Purim, we send Mishloach Manot — at 
least two types of ready-to-eat food to our 
friends symbolizing the spirit of kinship — to  
help prevent the appearance of future 
Hamans. The holiday of Purim affords us 
the chance to embrace fellow Jews irrespective of any religious 
or social differences.  After all, Haman did not discriminate 
amongst the Jews of his time - he wanted to kill them all.  That's 
why it is particularly satisfying to give gifts to those with whom you 
may have argued, or someone new in the community who 
needs a new friend. We should make it our goal to reach out to 
each other, so that everyone partakes in the joy of the occasion.  

We invite the congregation to participate in the 
mitzvah of giving Shalach Manot to friends and 

family members.  You will soon receive an order 
form with an explanation of what is in the gift 

packages, how much they cost, what will 
happen place your order.  The deadline for 

submitting your order is January 24, 2007. 

Gift packages will be distributed during the week of 
February 25.  

For further information, please contact the TBS office:  845.628.6133. 

Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity!!  The Purim People invite you 
to assist them by contributing your time  to this worthwhile endeavor.  
Help is needed to pack and label the Shalach Manot bags this February 
2007.  A couple of hours goes a long way.  Be part of the fun!  And who 
knows….you might consider making this project your own in 2008! 

Pick up your own delicious challah and help support the Hebrew 
School.  For $75, enjoy a delicious challah each week until  
Hebrew School ends (20 weeks).  
Challah can now be picked up Wednesdays until 6 pm,  
Thursdays until 4 pm and Friday until 2 pm. 
 

Please fill out the portion below and return with your check made 
out to Temple Beth Shalom. Of course, you can order more than 
one challah per week; just indicate the number of challah you 
would like and add the additional amount to your check. 
 
Name_______________________________________ 
 

# of Challah_______________Amount enclosed $__________ 

Religious School News 

z y x v u 

T he Holidays were 
a very busy time 

for all of us.  That being 
said, I want to mention 
a few of the Hebrew 
School highlights from 

November and December 2006: 

 ~ the Israel map experience, 

~ our visiting author, Anna Levine, 

~ our trip to the museum of Jewish 
heritage, 

~the TBS Chanukah celebration with 
the senior citizens residing at Clover 
Lake, 

~ collecting toys for the gifts of 
Chanukah program, 

~ participating in the annual 
Zimriyah, 

~ our Menorah contest - Yasher 
Koach to all, including the winners, 

~ our new chugim program. 

I am looking forward to seeing all of 
you again in January, and to many 
more highlights in the days ahead! 

~ Carol Zager, Principal 

 

 
TEMPLE TIMES 

 
Temple Times has been recognized 

with a 2006 Outstanding 
Achievement Award from the New 

York Region of USCJ. 

The Temple Times staff would like 
to express its deepest appreciation 

to all of the contributors to this 
publication, and to Rabbi Kalev 
and Wendy Greenberg for their 
nomination of this newsletter. 
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L et me begin by wishing you and your 
loved ones a Happy, Healthy and 

Prosperous New Year. In addition, I hope 
you had a joyous Chanukah. I would like to 
express my appreciation to all of the 
candidates who participated in our annual 
forums, and best wishes to the victors. 

I want to thank all of you who have participated in our 
calendar and engraved brick fundraisers. By the time you 
read this article, the calendars should be available at the 
Temple Office. Calendars are available for purchase at 
$5.00 each; contributors receive one for free.  I’m sure 
that once you review it you will consider purchasing an ad 
or listing in next years’ calendar. I hope you are all aware 
that the first order of engraved bricks have arrived and 
will be installed shortly by Vartel Construction.  They will 
be donating their time to install the bricks.  

Our next breakfast will be held on Sunday, January 21, 
2007, at 9:30 am. We are very excited about this most 
unusual program. We will be putting Abraham on trial for 
the mental anguish he imposed upon our people when he 
offered his son Isaac as a sacrifice. We will have two great 
teams of lawyers. They include Charles Schiller, Gary 
Reing and Robin Belsky for the defense and Lynn 

Liebman and Jill Sanders-DeMott for the prosecution.  
Presiding will be our own Judge Allen Hochberg. All of 
you who attend will act as the jury. Please plan on 
attending and bring as many family members and friends 
as possible so that we have an unbiased jury.  

In February our breakfast will be held on Sunday, the 4th 
at 9:30 am, at which time we will host our eighth 
millennium breakfast. As we have had in the past, 
members of our community and Temple from different 
walks of life will discuss the major issues that confront us. 
Prior to the breakfast I hope you will all join me to 
participate in the World Wide Wrap at 9:00 am.  

If you have not already purchased a brick, please give it 
serious consideration. The applications are in the news 
letter as well as the forms for next years calendar. It would 
be just fabulous if we had 100 percent participation from 
our Temple family. 

See you on January 21st and February 4th.     

Shalom,  

Joel 

~ Joel Greenberg 

Message from the Men’s Club 

Sunday, January 21, 2007 

Proceedings begin at 10:00 am 
 

Chief Justice Allen Hochberg - Judge 

Lynn Liebman, Esq. & Jill Sanders-DeMott, Esq. - Representing Plaintiff 

Charles Schiller, Esq., Gary Reing, Esq., & Robin Belsky, Paralegal -   

Representing Defendant 
 

Those in attendance will serve as the jury. 
 

Join us for an exciting mock-trial as we put our forefather, Abraham, on trial for the emotional and            

mental damages that he caused our people when agreeing to sacrifice his son, Isaac (the Akeidah). 
 

Breakfast will be served at 9:30 am. 
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Celebrating Birthdays in Our Community 

Our Temple Family 

2 Aaron Feldman 
 Marge Pollack 
3 Cynthia Hertz 
4 Linda Fleischer 
 David Schwartz 
5 Stuart Feldman 
 Michael Kreiness 
 Eleanor Small 
6 Lisa Branca 
7 Justin Fleischer 
 Stacy Laskin 
8 Brittany Klein 
9 Jordan Katz 
 Danya Lang 
 Jonathan Zencheck 
10 Barry Rothstein 
12 Ashley Tigershtrom 
13 Bernard Jacobs 
 Julie Martin 
 Arthur Rebell 
14 Joseph Carillo  
 Ira Weisman 
 
 

15 Kevin Khederian 
 Mark Liff 
 Carolyn Stiman 
 Barbara Weisman  
16 Juliana Greenberg 
 Allen Hochberg 
 Suzanne Ranani  
 Sam Wachsberger 
17 Bria Gunsberg 
 Mark Kowitz 
 Benjamin Raskob 
 Danit Simon 
 Leo Vatkin 
18 Ronald Pollack 
19 Robert Lazar 
20 Joshua Dulberger 
22 Diane Gorelick 
23 Michelle Houslanger 
24 Robert Jaffe 
 Michael Loewenberg 
25 Kevin Prevost 
26 Scott Hammer 
 Adam Nadelhaft 
28 Iris Gorodess 

1 Barbara Schiller 
3 Herbert Bessen 
 Harriet Rosenberg 
4 Eva Gutt 
5 Seth Kowitz 
7 Anne Gurewitsch 
 Shane Solar-Doherty 
9 James Plattner 
10 Melinda Kaiser 
 Matthew Kushner 
11 Vivian Kalev 
12 Melissa Bellenchia 
 Samuel Greenberg 
13 Marietta Branca 
 Abraham Koswener 
14 Debbie Lang 
15 Carol Zager 
16 Laura Gribetz 
 Nancy Sheridan 
18  Janet Gralla 
 Gerald Raskob 

19 Paige Chavis 
 Loretta Grossman 
21 Michael Kushner 
 James Sparks 
22 Irene Gartner 
 Richard Kravitz 
24 Joshua Kalev 
25 Benjamin Feuer 
 Lois Vatkin 
27 Steven Goren 
28 Max Lichtman 
 Jared Rubin 
 Charles Schiller 
29 Deborah Levitt 
30 Maxine Berlin 
 Robin Kowitz 
 Lloyd Shulman 
31 Steven Hersh 
 Myrna Holzman 
 
 

Mishaberach 
Wishing a return to good health to 
those who are ill in our community  

Athena Antonopolous 
Anita Berwind      
Howard Cohen 
Edna Elias         
Helen Feldman 
Gordon C. Gladden 
Jeff Guest 
Marlene Harstein 
Sol Indig        
Bob Kaiser 

Helen Lichtman  
Morris Lifshitz      
Sharyn Pratt 
 Louis Makler 
Rosalee Steiner 
Larry Ticker 
Ethel Thomas 
Gail Weinberg 
Geri Winterhalter 

- To Rob Liebman & The Liebman 
Family for the gorgeous 9 foot tall 
Hanukiyah that sits on our front lawn. 
- To Monica Scavone & The Art 
Auction Committee that put 
together a fun and lively art auction 
event for our community. 
- To Koby Tigershtrom for the 
shelving that he has donated to our 
synagogue. 
- To Lynn Michaels & Karen 
Kwan for arranging Torah readers 
and prayer leaders for the months of 
December, January & February. 
- To Barry Plaut & Family for 
fixing up "Shlomo" that boy statue at 
the Hannukah display at the JV Mall. 
- To David Rubin & all of our 
helpers who organized & assisted in 
cleaning up the Kent Cliffs Baptist 
Church Cemetery on Mitzvah Day. 
- To Ann Rubin & her committee 
for putting together a wonderful new 
member Shabbat dinner & service. 
To Carol Zager for putting together 
a wonderful Hannukah celebration 
for our Hebrew School. 

- To Georgene & Wendy for 
organizing a beautiful baby shower in 
honor of Rabbi Selilah Kalev. 
- To Dennis DeMott & Ben 
Scavone for fixing the curtain 
mechanism on the stage. 
- To Rabbi Kalev, Ro, Jean and 
Melody for sending Hanukkah 
packages to the TBS college kids. 
 

 

- To Carol Zager for her entry into 
the Yad Club. 
- To Michael Sanders-DeMott for 
his entry into the Yad Club. 
- To Rich Kravitz for leading our 
community in prayer for the first 
time. 
- To Lauren Gorodess for acing the 
NY State Math Assessment Test 
-To Howie & Ellen Gershman for 
their incredible Hebrew speaking 
skills. 
- To Miriam Yekutiel on turning 60 
years old. 

Jeff and Bernice Guest  
would like to thank the temple 

community for all their support and 
kindness during Jeff's 

hospitalization.  It truly was 
appreciated by both of us. 

 

~ Todah Rabah ~ 
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T he 2006– 2007     
E x e c u t i v e 

Board for Temple 
Beth Shalom’s USY 
is Josh Solar-
Doherty, President; 
Tess Bettman, Vice- 
President; Jordan 
Tigershtrom , Sa-To; 
A n d r e w  P l a u t , 

Communications Director; Lori 
Liebman, Israeli Affairs; and Jordan 
Katz, Membership. Congratulations to 
all and I look forward to a great rest of 
the year under your direction. 

On October 22nd, USY sponsored a 
Dinner and Movie Night. After the 
pasta and salad we sat down to watch 
the new Adam Sandler movie Click.  
The USY group wanted to multi-task 
and asked if they could watch the 
movie while playing poker. It was a 
fun night for all. 

On November 5th, 
ten USYers worked 
extremely hard and 
very well together to 
assemble a work 
station desk. The 
unassembled desk 
was purchased at 
Target and was in the 

box when the USYers arrived at the 
Temple. In less than two hours the 
group had organized the contents of 
the box, read the directions and 
worked in groups of two and four to 
put the desk together. The group effort 
in creating the desk will be greatly 
appreciated by the needy family to 
whom we donated the desk  this 
holiday season through the Putnam 
Housing Corporation. 

A number of our USYers attended the 
Fall 2006 Kinnus at Temple Shalom in 
Greenwich, CT, during the weekend of 
November 10-12. The attendance of 
Sam Sparks, a recent Mahopac High 
School graduate presently attending 
Clark University, was a nice treat.  
Sam participated at the Kinnus as a 
staff member and it was great to have 
Temple Beth Shalom so well 
represented. 

 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, December 3rd, was a busy 
day.  In the afternoon a number of 
USYers joined the Rabbi, Ann and 
David Rubin, and many others to help 
clean up the Baptist Cemetery in Kent 
Cliffs. Later that evening there was a 
bowling outing which doubled as a 
birthday celebration for Travis 
Scavone. It was extra special because 
Daniyel Baron showed up to bowl and 
join in the fun. 

On December 10th USY 
members participated in 
the Carnival for Others at 
Jawanio in New City, NY. 

A very special thank you to Kobi 
Tigershtrom and Lori Skolnick for 
their participation and time driving to 
and from the Carnival. 

Keep a keen eye out for future emails, 
flyers and announcements for winter 
fun with USY! 

Steve 
- Steve Bettman 

Youth Group News 

The ABC’s of USY: assembling, 
bowling, carnival-ing! 

USY/MAHOPAC                              
CHAPTER  
 

Youth Director 
Steve Bettman 
845-621-0414 

www.tbsmahopac.org/USY 

President Josh Solar-Doherty 

Vice-President Tess Bettman 

Sa-To Jordan 
Tigershtrom 

Communication Andrew Plaut 

Israeli Affairs Lori Liebman 

Membership Jordan Katz 



PAGE  24                                                                            TEMPLE TIMES                                JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2007 

 

I n the fall of 2002 my youngest 
brother Yehuda and his wife Ada, 

visited me for the first time in my 
new home in Brewster.  Needless to 
say, they loved the area. Putnam 
County, with its rolling hills, 
countless lakes and reservoirs all 
aflame in the bright fall sun is one of 
the most beautiful areas around.  Ada 
laughed at me for choosing this area 
as my home. 

“You haven’t changed much,” she 
remarked. “You always aimed high, 
either living on the top apartment (or 
on the roof for that matter) or on the 
highest hill around.” 

Indeed. Although I grew up near the 
Mediterranean, I spent most of my 
adult life in Israel living in the 
mountain areas. First I lived in 
Kibbutz Manara, one of the highest 
mountains in the Galil, just across the 
border from Lebanon. Later I worked 
and lived in the West Bank and 
moving finally to Jerusalem. And yes, 
I did live on the roof of a house right 
above Machanea Yehuda Market in 
Jerusalem. 

I was pleased with their love of my 
new surroundings. We arrived at my 
house towards the end of the day. Of 
course they loved my home, but as 
we walked around the garden my 
brother looked disturbed. “Where are 
your fruit trees?” he asked. 

“Oh, maybe next year,” I answered. 
”I haven’t yet completed the final 
design of the garden.” 

Ada laughed again at my desire to 
design everything around me, but 
Yehuda, my brother, looked at me 
severely and said, “No, fruit trees 
come in first. As soon as you move 
in, you have to plant your orchard, 
your anchor to the ground.” 

Ouch.  He was right. How stupid of 
me.  How could I have forgotten that? 

The following day, I called several 
nurseries in search of my favorite 

fruit trees. Finding the cherry, peach 
and plums was not a problem. The 
problem was finding a special variety 
of apple that I used to eat during my 
year at Kibbutz Manara. I have never 
seen that apple in our local markets. 
My search took me to the Internet, 
and the word was out. A few days 
later I received an e-mail from the 
head grower in Kibbutz Manara with 
all the information about my favorite 
apple, but unfortunately, my apple 
cannot be grown in our climate. Too 
cold.  Instead, I’ve been invited to 
come back to the kibbutz to eat as 
many apples as I want. One more 
dream postponed for a later day. 

In the summer of 2006 I finally had 
some fruit on my trees.  I watched the 
birds and squirrels during the day, 
and the deer at night, feasting on the 
fruit that was forbidden for me to eat 
for one more year. I knew that I 
needed to do something about it, but 
did nothing. Summer 2006 wasn’t a 
regular summer for me. 

While carrying out the daily routine 
of work and housework, my mind and 
heart were not here. Israel was under 
attack, one more war in a succession 
of so many. This was a new 
experience for me – weird and painful 
– the first time in my life that I was 
out of the country in a time of war. 

I was safe. Not in any bodily danger, 
and the only sirens I heard were at the  

Temple during services, coming from 
the firehouse across the street.  And, I 
could choose not to follow the news 
on the TV or the I’net. I could go to 
the movies or a good restaurant.  I 
was safe and far away from it all. 

Not so. Despite the distance, I still 
could hear the sirens, with the big 
booms that followed. I could smell 
the acid, arid air, and see the smoke 
and dust in the distance. I saw myself 
in line at the store where the 
neighborhood congregated to stock 
up on needed supplies and the latest 
news. I could see the big white ad, 
bordered in black, posted by the 
house of the loved one lost in combat.  
I did not miss all of that.  I just felt 
left behind, no more a member of that 
incredible nation of Israel. Not being 
there in a time of need made me an 
outsider. 

Most of all, I missed being with my 
friends – listening to their worries, 
sharing a joke, and space in the 
shelter. Danny and Ruthi, my friends 
in Ben Ami, live about a mile from 
the Lebanese border. Both were 
brought to Israel as young kids, 
survivors from the ashes of Europe.  
Ori is in Afula with his dozen 
children, and there are all of the 
people from Kibbutz Manara. In 
endless phone calls they cheered me 
up, promised me that the situation 
was not as bad as it looked from a 
distance. The Internet helped too. IMs 

Huge swaths of forests and fields across northern Israel 
have been scorched by thousands of Hezbollah rocket 
strikes, and experts say it will take nature at least 50 years 
to recover. It is estimated that rocket fire has thus far 
destroyed 16,500 acres     of forests and grazing fields, 

according to Michael Weinberger, forest supervisor for JNF. About 1 million 
trees were destroyed. What was once green is now black and grey. 

JNF forestry experts say the main job will be after the war ends. It will take 
decades - if they're lucky -- to restore balance to the ecosystem. While some 
of  the larger animals managed to escape, the reptiles and insects were all lost.  

Trees for My Birthday 



TEVET/SHEVAT/ADAR 5767                                     TEMPLE TIMES                                                                     PAGE 25  

 

flowed between us all night long. I 
wanted to know everything, and see 
pictures. I wanted to be there. 

Overall, I was able to establish the 
whereabouts of most of my friends.  
As the missiles kept falling in Haifa 
and the surrounding areas, I had 
another concern.  Srolik. Israel O, my 
friend from the time when we lived 
with Ori and Danny in the West Bank. 
Sometime after I moved to Jerusalem, 
Srolik was married and we lost touch. 
I know that he has three kids, all of 
whom would be of an age to be 
drafted into the army. I know that he 
lives in a northern suburb of Haifa, but 
I did not have his exact address. 

One night, listening to the news on 
Gali Tzahal, I could not stand the 
suspense any longer so I sent an e-
mail to Gali Tzahal, asking for their 
help in locating Srolik. Within an 
hour, I had his home phone number. 

It was very long and very emotional 
conversation. No, I should not worry. 
Everything and everyone was OK. 
Good news. He is about to become a 
grandparent in a few weeks. Catching 
up on other news, I told him about my 
work and life in the states. 

“ So, you end up being a gardener, 
how appropriate,” he teased me. 

“How so?” I wanted to know. 

“Don’t you remember? You 
were the one who always had 
flowers in her hand. You, who 
left the base looking for wild 
flowers and in the process set 
the whole army searching for 
you.” 

“I did?” 

“Ya, going home for the weekend, you 
always stopped to pick flowers from 
the roadside, and coming back to base, 
brought flowers from your own 
garden.” 

“I did?” 

“Yes, Mirili, You don’t remember 
that, do you?” 

“No, I don’t. Maybe something, 
vaguely.  Apparently it was in the 
cards for me to become a gardener.” 

“Have you seen all the beautiful 
landscaping that’s been done here, I 
mean in Israel.” 

“Yes, Srolik, I’m very familiar with 
what’s going on in Israel. After all, I 
visit home almost every year, and 
always travel around.” 

“So when are you coming back for 
good?” 

“Most likely for retirement. I’d love to 
live in the Upper Galil, my favorite 
place.” 

“Planning on going back to Manara?” 

“I don’t think so. Any place where 
there is green is good for me.” 

“There is not much green left in the 
Upper Galil.” 

“What do you mean not much green 
left?” 

“Didn’t you hear?  Much of the forest 
was burned by the missiles.” 
…………… . . 
 
“Mirili, are you still there?” 

“Yes, Srolik. I’m here,” I said 
in small voice. I could 

fee l  the  tears 
streaming out of the 
corner of my eyes, 

my throat contracting, 
choking. 

“You did not know. Sorry.” 

A few other phone calls to 
Danny and Noga, confirmed the story. 

For me, the news about the burned 
forest was the hardest of all. Nobody 
was able to tell me the exact location 
of the fire. Was it near Safat, where 
the wild almond trees grew that 
Reuven loved to paint? Or was it the 
hillside that I use to climb from Keryat 
Shemonea to Manara? That’s where 
the ancient Eucalyptus grew, where 
you could find a carpet of anemone 

that bloom in early spring. I remember 
the small Wadi where the rare, blue 
anemone hide. 

Wait a minute.  Could it be that more 
than one forest burned dead?  I tried 
not to remember any more, and let the 
pain go away. 

It is now early December. In a few 
days I will be 60 years young.  It’s 
time to go back home to Israel to 
celebrate this milestone with my 
family and local friends. Beyond the 
celebration and the Menorah lighting, 
it’s time to take a stand, time to give 
back. Yes, I do want to celebrate being 
60.  God knows, I’ve earned it. 
However, this year it’s going to be a 
little different. No more gifts. This 
year I asked all my friends here and in 
Israel, to give me trees, to donate 
money that would be collectively sent 
to JNF for the purpose of replenishing 
the burned forests. 

I am a lucky woman. The response I 
got from all my friends was great. I 
will be able to plant not one, not two 
trees in Israel, but over a hundred. I 
will be able to leave my mark on the 
face of this torched land for 
generations to come, my legacy, and 
the legacy of all my friends who 
helped me out in this quest.  I’m very 
lucky one to be able to fulfill the 
mitzvah of planting trees in Israel. 

Thank you friends. 

~ Miriam Yekutiel 

 

 

Miriam will be leaving for Israel on 
January 14, 2007.  If you would like to 
make a contribution, and help her 
plant a new forest in Israel, please 
give her a call at: 845-279-1408. 

 

For information about the Jewish 
National Fund, visit www.jnf.org 
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Contributions 

Sanctuary Fund 
 
In loving memory of Wilma 
Pinckney, mother of Debra 
Pinckney,  
from Gary & Susan Loewenberg 
 

General Fund 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks,  
from Elizabeth & Hooks Johnston 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks,  
from Wednesday Management LLC 
 
In loving memory of Shirley Roberts' 
dear sister, from Naomi & Jack Weber 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks,  
from Naomi & Jack Weber 
 
In loving memory of her father, 
Sidney Grossman, from Ellen Reing 
 
In loving memory of her 
grandmother, Sadie Levinson,  
from Katherine Castaldo 
 
In loving memory of her husband 
and mother, from Pearl Meyer 
 
In loving memory of her father, 
Abraham Weiss, from Wendy 
Greenberg 
 
In loving memory of Abraham 
Kuropatwa, from Gail & David 
Freundlich 
 
In loving memory of her father, 
Henry Effrain, from Joyce Irgang 
 
In loving memory of his wife, Stella, 
from Nereo Timon 
 
In loving memory of Rose Wieder, 
mother of Elyse Comerford,  
from Patti & Mark Liff 
 
In loving memory of Aunt Minnie, 
from Howard Garrell 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks,  
from Rene & Kaniel Simpkins 

In loving memory of Judy 
Spaulding's mother, from Ralph & 
Eleanor Small 
 
In loving memory of our parents, 
Beatrice and Samuel Shapiro, and 
Ethel and Aleck Pollack,  
from Ron & Marge Pollack 
 
In loving memory of William Feibus, 
from Joyce Lasker 
 
In loving memory of his brother, 
Seymour, and his mother, Yetta, 
from Ira Uffer 
 
In loving memory of Harold Rosner, 
from Mary Rosner 
 
In loving memory of her parents,  
Rose Irene and Emmanuel Hirsch, 
from Maxine Casalbore 
 
In loving memory of Harvey Landau, 
from Iris Gorodess 
 

Chumashim Fund 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks, 
from Sue & Lou Tuzman & Family 
 

Rabbi’s Fund 
 
In appreciation to Rabbi Kalev for 
the naming of Hannah Gwen,  
from Elaine & Bernard Jacobs 
 
In memory of Frances Berliner, 
mother of Maxine Berliner, from 
Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks,  
from Herbert Rosenfeld 
 
For the speedy recovery of Harvey 
Teplitsky, from Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg 
 
For the restoration of good health to 
Harvey Teplitsky, from the Teplitsky 
Family 
 
 
 

In loving memory of Ruth Weiss, 
mother of Wendy Greenberg,  
from Bernie & Elaine Jacobs 
 
In loving memory of Robin, wife of 
Dominic DeSantis,  
from Iris & Troy Gorodess 
 
In honor of the birth of 
granddaughter Jena Rose to Sue and 
Mark Shaiken,  
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
 
In loving memory of Vittorio 
Difusco, from Richard & Susan Chavis 
& Family 
 
In loving memory of Mathew 
Hauptman, from Richard & Susan 
Chavis & Family 
 
In loving memory of her 
grandfather, Solomon David, from 
Vivian Kalev 
 
In loving memory of Harry 
Tomback, from Joan & Bill Tomback 
 
In loving memory of Josephine 
Morris, mother of Barbara Reitz, 
from Joel & Wendy Greenberg 
 
In loving memory of Mike Rosner, 
from Agnes Rosner 
 
 

Contributions to Temple Beth Shalom can 
be designated to support the following: 
Building Fund 
Chumashim Fund 
General Fund 
Kiddush Fund 
Outreach Benevolent Fund 
Rabbi’s Fund 
Religious Fund 
Religious School Fund 
Sanctuary Fund 
Stained Glass Window Fund 
Tzedakah Fund 
USY Fund 
Wachsberger Israel Scholarship Fund 
 
You may make a contribution online at 
www.tbsmahopac.org 
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T E M P L E  T I M E S 
Newsletter Staff: 
Debra Feiman, Editor 
Nina Levine 
Lynn  Michaels 
David Michaels, Advertising Editor   
   
Contributing writers: Marilyn 
Arsham ~ Ron Arsham ~ Steve 
Bettman ~ Joel Greenberg  ~ Wendy 
Greenberg ~ Howard Hammer ~ 
Rabbi Joshua Kalev ~ Margaret Liu ~ 
Lynn Michaels ~ Georgene Perlman ~ 
Ann Rubin ~ Jill Sanders-DeMott ~ 
Glenn Sapir ~ Miriam Yekutiel ~  
Carol Zager 

 

The Temple Beth Shalom newsletter 
is published six times per year and is 
provided by and for the membership 
of the synagogue. Neither Temple 
Beth Shalom, nor its members, 
assumes liability for any of the 
information, opinions or suggestions 
contained herein. Articles submitted 
are subject to editing. Contents may 
not be reproduced without written 
permission from the Temple office. 
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. 

We welcome articles and information 
for inclusion in Temple Times. 
Submissions can be sent via email in 
Word or Publisher format to: 
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org, or via 
fax: 845.628.1730, or by mail to the 
Temple, mark envelope ATTN: 
Newsletter. 
The deadline for the March/April 
2007 issue is February 16.   
 

Yahrzeits 
May Their Memory be a Blessing 

 
 
 
 
January 1/12 Tevet 
Sarah Holzman 
 
January 3/13 Tevet 
Sarah Brazinsky 
 
January 6/16 Tevet 
Mary Kreiness 
 
January 7/17 Tevet 
Ester Dayanoff 
 
January 9/19 Tevet 
Morris Nathan Pomerantz 
Ruth Kramer Weiss 
 
January 10/20 Tevet 
Mae Schwartz 
 
January 13/23 Tevet 
Rabbi Baruch Yekutiel 
 
January 15/25 Tevet 
Betty Dreier 
 
January 17/27 Tevet 
Goldie Jacobs 
 
January 21/2 Shevat 
Abraham Mendelsohn 
 
January 24/5 Shevat 
Helen Cohen 
Philip Schlossberg 
 
January 28/9 Shevat 
Bernard Feuer 
Matitjaho Tigershtrom 
 
January 30/11 Shevat 
Jack Fader 
Bernard Teplitsky 
 
January 31/12 Shevat 
Matthew Hertz 
 

February 2/14 Shevat 
Isidor Ditkowski 
 
February 3/15 Shevat 
Sylvia Rebell 
 
February 4/16 Shevat 
Florence Beck 
Harry Newman 
Feibish Zac 
 
February 5/17 Shevat 
Henriette Nieweg 
 
February 7/19 Shevat 
Meyer Berliner 
Genya Zac 
 
February 8/20 Shevat 
Antoinette Lian 
 
February 9/21 Shevat 
Marilyn Black 
 
February 10/22 Shevat 
Fred Happ 
 
February 11/23 Shevat 
Esther Weinstein 
 
February 12/24 Shevat 
Edward Schwartz 
 
February 13/25 Shevat 
Eli Yekutiel 
 
February 14/26 Shevat 
Jack Green 
 
February 18/30 Shevat 
Selma Koblenz 
Anna Pfursich 
Samuel Small 
 
February 19/1 Adar 
Matthew Jacobs 
Samuel Marritt 
 
 
 

February 20/2 Adar 
Charles Michlowitz 
Beatrice Newman 
Allen  C. Weissman 
 
February 21/3 Adar 
Barbara Katzenstein 
 
February 22/4 Adar 
Sylvia Fader 
Carol Schreiber 
Meyer Skolnick 
 
February 23/5 Adar 
Carol Bellenchia 
 
February 24/6Adar 
Zeller Jacowitz 
 
February 26/8 Adar 
Melvin Schechter 
 
February 27/9 Adar 
Nathan Hartman 
 
February 28/10 Adar 
Ray Perlman 
Ben Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Errors: Occasionally 
errors & omissions are found in the 
pages of Temple Times.   We 
appreciate being notified of any 
corrections via email: 
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org, or by 
calling the temple office to leave a 
message with Ro, Jean or Melody. 
A newsletter staff member will 
return your call ASAP.  The temple 
office is not responsible for 
newsletter content.  Many 
thanks to our readers,  
The Temple Times Staff 
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MATT BLOOM   
VALERIE BLOOM 

RESTAURANT • APPETIZING • PREPARED FOODS  
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

339 DOWNING DRIVE • YORKTOWN GREEN SHOPPING CENTER 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 10598 

(914) 245-3900 

WELL PUMPS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

GOULDS
Water

Systems

•Water Heaters
•Boilers
•Storage Tanks
•Water Softeners
•Sales
•Service
•Installation

Weekend Service No Extra ChargeWeekend Service No Extra Charge

Insured - Bonded

(845) 628-1288
or

(914) 962-3498

Dave Goldberg
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

ARCHITECTS UNLIMITED 
A Greenberg Design Group 

Architects - Planners - Designers 
Two Muscoot Road North 

Mahopac, NY 10541 
T—(845) 628-6613 F—(845) 628-2807 

Residential—Commercial 
Municipal Board Approvals 

Joel Greenberg—AIA, NCARB 
Email: jglarch@bestweb.net  
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Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

436 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

(845) 621-4600 

ERIC GRUBER 
BEN GRUBER 

Westchester (914) 965-3013 
FAX (845) 621-4613 
Email: Adjusters@bengruber.com 
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Benjamin A. Dancygier, D.D.S. 
3630 Hill Boulevard, Suite 401 
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
914-245-7100 
www.DoctorBenDDS.com 

Practice limited to Dentistry for Children 

Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY           845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 
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GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 
GENTLE DENTAL CARE 

 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSM ETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 

Cutillo’s Restaurant 
Putnam County’s Most Romantic Restaurant 

   Phone (845) 225-8903             1196 Farmers Mills Road
   Fax     (845) 225-8907  Carmel, NY 10512 
  Location: E xit 17 off I-84.  M ake  Le ft on Rt. 52.   Turn rig ht at blinking  lig ht,  200 ft on rig ht 

European & American 
Cuisine 

Serving Putnam  County Si nce 1962 
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♦ Tile Tools and Supplies 

♦ Expert Personal Service 

♦ Design Assistance  

♦ Exclusive and Largest 
Selection in Area 

♦ Same or Next day availability 

♦ Delivery available 

544 ROUTE 6  
MAHOPAC 

(845) 628-5654 

3004 ROUTE 6 
CORTLANDT MANOR

(next to Kohl’s) 
(914) 526-4742 

Your Tile Source for Style, Selection and Service 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  

Importers and Distributors of Fine Ceramic and Stone Tile 

♦ All types of Ceramic &  
Porcelain Tiles for Walls and 
Floors in Stock 

♦ Decorative Tile in Stock 

♦ Tumbled Marble, Tumbled 
Slates and Quartzite in Stock 

♦ Full line of Setting materials 

E L T I 
STRICTLY CERAMIC 

& STONE 

The Carter Book Controversy 

 

The Westchester Chapter of American Jewish  
Committee and Temple Israel of New Rochelle,  in  
cooperation with the Westchester Jewish Confer-

ence are proud to be bringing Dr. Kenneth W. 
Stein, Professor of Contemporary Middle Eastern 
History, Political Science and Israeli Studies, and 
Director of the Institute for the Study of Modern 

Israel at Emory University, to  
Westchester.  

He will be presenting his thoughts on The Carter 
Book Controversy on Sunday, January 21, 7:30 PM 

at Temple Israel of New Rochelle,  
1000 Pinebrook Blvd., New Rochelle.   

Dr. Stein made headlines when he resigned his post 
as Middle East Fellow at the Carter Center.   He 
has been quoted in Newsweek and the New York 
Times, interviewed on CNN, and is eloquent and 

knowledgeable on this subject.  
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KEY FOOD MARKETPLACE OF MAHOPAC 
Rt. 6 & Baldwin Lane 

Mahopac, N.Y. 

Key Food Stores have been family  
owned and operated for more than 60 years.  

As Key Food Marketplace we are excited to be a  
part of the Mahopac community. 

We carry a wide selection of items including  
a full line of Organic, Specialty and Kosher items  

in many of our departments. Stop by and say hello  
and meet our staff members whose job it is to make  

your shopping trip a pleasurable one. 
We also value your comments and  

suggestions on items you would like us to carry. 

KEY FOOD MARKETPLACE OF MAHOPAC 
(845) 628-7920 

 
Store Hours 

Monday - Saturday  7 AM-9 PM 
Sunday 7 AM – 8 PM 



TEVET/SHEVAT/ADAR 5767                                     TEMPLE TIMES                                                                     PAGE 37  

 

South Putnam Animal Hospital 
Quality Pet Health Care  

in a State-of-the-Art Facility 

 

845-628-1834 
230B Baldwin Place Road 

Mahopac, NY 10541 

LAW OFFICES OF 
JOSEPH J. TOCK 

963 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
TEL 845.628-8080 
FAX 845.628.5450 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: 
1978 WILLIAMSBRIDGE ROAD 

BRONX, NY 10461 
WWW.TOCKLAW.COM 

Maimonides Academy 
of  Western Connecticut 

 

  A Contemporary Community Jewish D ay S chool 
 

Mommy & Me classes for 1 and 2 year olds  
Drop-off Two-year-old program 
Full or Half day Nursery and Pre-K 
Full day Kindergarten 
Curriculum for Grades  K-5   

Call us  at 203-748-7129  
103 M iry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 

Minutes  from Brewster Free bus  transportation  
for Kindergartners  and up 

www.mawcschool.org 

Open House 
Every Friday 
2:00 – 3:30
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When you’re planning your 
next Life Event, whether it’s a 
Wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or 

Buying/Selling a home… 
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE 

FIRST! 
ORDER FORM IS ON PAGE 43 

 
Teresa J. Rogers  
41 Cindy Lane 
Highland Mills, NY 10930 Phone: (845) 928-7096 

email: tjrogers@aol.com

Âg{x VtÇwÄxãÜ|àxÜÊ 
Bar/ Bat Mitzvah candle lighting poetry
exquisite verse composed for your simcha 

 
The Finest Glatt Kosher 

Ch inese  Restaurant &  Sushi Bar 
Vaad  Hakashruth  of Westchester 

1327 North Ave. 
Ne w Rochelle, NY 10804  

Tel:  (914) 637-9363
Fax: (914) 637-9371 

Catering       

EDEN WOK 
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MEADOWLAND  
OF CARMEL 

1952 Route 6 Carmel, NY 10512 
(845) 225-8468          Fax (845) 225-2447 

Skyview Professional Suites  ● 530 Route Six  ●  Mahopac, NY 10541 

Over 25 Years  
Experience In All Areas 

 of General Dentistry 
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VÄxtÇxÜá 

RITE 
PRICE 

Quality & Service for the Rite Price! 

Francois Levy 
      President 

Phone (914) 245-7900 
Fax     (914) 243-7440 

3657 Hill Blvd. (Bet. Rt. 6 & Rt. 6N) Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 



TEVET/SHEVAT/ADAR 5767                                     TEMPLE TIMES                                                                     PAGE 41  

 

898 Route 6  
Mahopac, NY  10541 

Catering and Event Planning 

800-7-GERSKY 

845-621-0696 

845-621-4799 - fax 

www.gerskys.com 

Pure Delicious Food for Your Body, Mind and Soul 

 

 

 

   Howard Gershman 
Director of Catering 

E-mail: howie@gerskys.com 

From the TBS GIFT SHOP!From the TBS GIFT SHOP!  
Visit the gift shop or call LindaVisit the gift shop or call Linda  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

Call or ECall or E--mail Linda at mail Linda at   
(845) 208-3249 or 

Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  
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Mahopac Pharmacy 

936 South Lake Blvd. 
Mahopac, NY 10541 
845 628-5600 

Open 7 days a Week 
10% Senior Citizen Discount on Prescriptions 

50% Off all Greeting Cards 
Lotto ● Groceries ● Electronics ● Film Developing 

Serving the community for over 16 years 

Fresh Meats    Fresh Produce 
Bakery Department with a  

Selection of Kosher/Pareve Cookies 
Full Service Deli     Catering 

Cheese’s from Around The World 
Full Line of Health & Organic Foods 
Fresh Seafood & Sushi Departments 

A full Selection of Gourmet Items 
(914) 245-1262 

3651 Lee Road 
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 

(across from the Jefferson Valley mall) 
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Temple Times Order Form 

 ALL ALERT ALL ALERT   

Alarm & Locksmiths 
CALL US FOR ALL  YOUR SECURITY NEEDS! 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
 SECURITY SINCE 1970 

LIFE SAFETY SYSTEMS INSTALLED AND MONITORED  
BURGLARY, FIRE, HOLDUP, WATER SEN SORS, LOW TEMP  

CELLULAR B ACKUP 
UL APPROVED CENTRAL STATION  MON ITORIN G 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE  

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL  
LOC KS INSTALL ED, REKEYED, EMT EK, BAL DWIN, A ND ALL MAJOR BRA NDS. ALSO SA FES SOL D & C OM BOS C HA NGED  

HOME AND AUTO LOCKOUT SPECIALISTS 
NYS  LIC ENSE # 12000019102 BONDED & INSURED 

WWW.ALLALERTALARM.COM 

(845) 628-5020 
 Serving all of Putnam County 

We live in Putnam* We shop Putnam* We work in Putnam 
Members of Mahopac Chamber of Commerce 

ALOA, NBFAA, NYB FA 
Glen  Silverstein Pres.  
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Fall 
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Temple Beth Shalom has cemetery plots  
available, in Valhalla, at beautiful  

Sharon Gardens  
A RESTING PLACE OF BEAUTY, DIGNITY AND CARING 

Sharon Gardens has been serving the  Jewish community since 
1953 and is considered to be one of the most beautiful and  

modern cemeteries for families of the Jewish faith.  
Its rural setting provides a serene and peaceful resting place with 

wide roads and paths for easy access.  
 

Plots are available for $1,000 each or $1,850 a pair 
Contact the temple office for more information 

(845) 628-6133 

     SHARON                 GARDENS 

A resting place of beauty, 
dignity and caring. 

 
Toll Free : 1-888-536-7426 

Internet: http://www.sharongardens .com 
A Division of Kensico Cemetery  

273 Lakeview Ave., P.O. Box 7, Valhalla, NY 10595 
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Personalized service 
for all your  transportation needs 

845-628-4357 
Owned by Temple members 

Jane & Mitch Garbo 

SRO 

Airport and Limousine Service  



TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
760 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
(845) 628-6133 
www.tbsmahopac.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
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