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Coming to  
Temple Beth Shalom 

 in November/December 2006: 
 

November 3 
Family Service led by the Hay Class 

 
November 4 
Art Auction 

 
November  5 

Adult Ed Classes Begin 
 

November 8 
TBS Trip to Israel 

Information Meeting 
 

November 18 
TBS Movie Night 

 
December 14 

Sisterhood Hanukkah Grab Bag 
 

December 17 
Hebrew School Hanukkah Extravaganza 

 
 

November/December 2006                                                                          Cheshvan/Kislev/Tevet 5767 

Temple Beth Shalom 
Established 1953 

Member United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

 

32-52 

Let the light expel the darkness…. 
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Gala Art Auction 
Fine Art, Prints, Sports Memorabilia & Judaica 
 

To Benefit Temple Beth Shalom 
Saturday, November 4, 2006 
 

Preview Starts at 7:00 pm    
Auction starts at 7:45 pm 
 

Your presence is requested to make 
this a successful event. 
 

No cover charge. 
Light refreshments provided. 
Babysitting available at a nominal fee. 
 

For information: 845.628.6133 

Temple Beth Shalom 
760 Route 6 
Mahopac, NY  10541 
www.tbsmahopac.org 
Tel:   845-628-6133 
Fax:   845-628-1730 

Rabbi 
    Joshua Kalev 
    rabbi@tbsmahopac.org 
Director of Education 
    Carol Zager 
    845-628-6533 
    principal@tbsmahopac.org 
 

Executive Board 
President 
    Ron Arsham 
    845-621-2154 
First Vice President 
    Lynn Liebman 
    914-528-7928 
Second Vice President 
    Georgene Perlman 
    845-621-5921 
Treasurer 
    Melody Weisman 
Financial Secretary 
    David Michaels 
    845-528-2233 
Recording Secretary 
    Jill Sanders-DeMott 
    845.621.1186 
Board of Directors 
    Gail Freundlich 
    Ellen Gershman 
    Joel Greenberg 
    Wendy Greenberg 
    Jeff Guest 
    Howard Hammer 
    Marcia Lichtman 
    Barry Plaut 
    Gary Reing 
    Ann Rubin 
    Glenn Sapir 
    Monica Scavone 
    Charles Schiller 
    Harvey Teplitsky 
    Yaakov Tigershtrom 
 

Sisterhood 
    Lynn Michaels 
    845-528-2233 
    sisterhood@tbsmahopac.org 
Men’s Club 
    Joel Greenberg 
    845-628-2851 
    mensclub@tbsmahopac.org 
USY Director 
    Steve Bettman 
    845-621-0414 
Office Administrators 
    Ro Belsky 
    Jean Follit 
    office@tbsmahopac.org 
 
 

MITZVAH DAY  
December 3, 2006 

1-4 pm 

Cemetery Clean Up at 
Kent Cliffs Baptist Church Burial Ground  

Located at the intersection of Peekskill Hollow Road  
and Route 301  

 

Meet at Temple Beth Shalom at 12:30 pm  
and travel together! 

 

Wear jeans, long sleeves/ warm clothes, 
hiking boots/works boots, work gloves  

 

Bring any gardening tools you have -  
hedge trimmers, clippers, shears, shovels, picks, shovels, etc.  

 

Anyone is welcome - Adults of all ages, USY kids,  
B’nai Mitzvah kids, Hebrew School kids and their families.   

Children ages 6 and under will need to have  
adult supervision at all times.  
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I  recently heard a television 
show character comment that 

religion is like a buffet table – you 
take what you want and leave the 
rest.  In a sense, this interesting 
analogy supports the theory that 
everyone makes religion suitable 
for their own needs and desires.    
While the base level of expectation 
might be different, every 
denomination of Judaism, and 

consequently, each individual chooses the most 
meaningful path.  One could even say that our Orthodox 
brethren create their own Judaism even though we would 
consider them “more observant.” We must not forget that 
halakhah, Jewish law, actually means “the path that one 
walks.” As Rabbi Zedekiah ben Avraham of Rome once 
said, “Everyone receives reward from God for what each 
is convinced is the right thing, if this conviction has no 
other motive but the love of God.” 
 
Jewish law has never been, and hopefully, never will be 
stagnant.  Each new generation links its rituals and 
convictions into the Judaism it inherited making the 
tradition grow more and more variegated.  We see this 
happen within regions of the world, communities and 
even families.  My seder table experience might be very 
different from yours but is one better than the other?  The 
diversity exhibited in our  religion is an affirmation of the 
incredibly powerful and rich covenant we have with God.  
God may be absolute, but as soon as humans enter the 
discussion, the equation gains many variables.  As it says 
in a Midrash, “God is like an icon which never changes, 
yet everyone who looks at it sees a different face.” 
 
As however, Conservative Jews, we are meant to 
acknowledge that we must both appreciate and demand 
points of commonality where diversity stops.  Otherwise, 
our pluralism will become a gaping vessel where all 
coherence, content and distinctiveness will spill out.  
Judaism cannot be only about choice and options, just like 
it cannot be just about rules and submission. 
 
So what is our commonality?  In my opinion, 
this is the important question that our movement 
must answer for us to continue forward.  What 
distinguishes us from Reform Jews & what 
distinguishes us from Orthodox Jews?  We 
should not be Conservative just because we are 
neither Reform nor Orthodox!  Why is it that I 

can visit synagogues in Yorktown, Peekskill and in 
Mahopac (all of which are Conservative) and see three 
communities following similar but distinctly different 
rules and rituals?  There is a well known saying that 
claims Conservative synagogues are communities with 
Conservative Rabbis and Reform congregants. While I 
want Reform congregants to feel comfortable in our 
community, I am not willing to settle and support that 
adage.  What makes us Conservative? 
 
I know that I am a Conservative Jew because I believe in 
bridging Jewish law and modernity through a strict 
process of study and struggle.  I believe that God has 
given us the Torah as a guide to righteous living and has 
commanded us to follow certain essential rules because 
they strengthen and better our lives.  Yet, as a synagogue 
community, can we also find common ground to which 
we can all say, “This is what we believe?” 
 
Our movement is going to face one of its biggest 
challenges this December.  The Committee on Jewish 
Law & Standards is expected to make a monumental vote 
on the ordination of openly gay rabbis.  Similar to the 
decision of our movement to accept women into the 
rabbinate, there are certain to be high emotions and strong 
opinions.  The topic is sure to hit our synagogue as the 
media continues to report on the situation.  It is my fervent 
hope and prayer that we will demonstrate respect for each 
and everyone who might reside in our midst. 
 
Maybe what truly makes us Conservative Jews is that we 
have a desire to respectfully struggle with Jewish law – 
that through the process of making a ruling on halakhah 
we come to realize that the discussion is just as important 
as the conclusion. Furthermore, once the decision has 
been made, we can disagree about the conclusions without 
questioning motives. We can argue about how we frame 
an issue without denying any individual’s loyalty, and 
goodness. The medieval sage, Rabbi Yitzhak Arama 
reminds us that even though Jews will understand and 
practice Judaism differently, “after they will discuss the 
matter and everyone will understand the reason of the 

other, each will understand that the other is 
striving for the very same thing.” Hopefully, we 
are all striving for Conservative Judaism! 
 
~ Rabbi Joshua Kalev 
 
 
 

Message from Rabbi Kalev 

Travel with the Rabbis Kalev to Israel in 2007. 
Learn more about the trip on November 8.  See page 9 for details. 
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W hat a 
s t a r t ! ! !   

5767 has come 
roaring in, and 
finally, I can take a 
deep breath, relax a 
little, and settle in 
to what I believe 
will be one of the 
best years in TBS’s 
history. From the 

beginning of September with the 
opening of our new school year all the 
way through Simchat Torah, there has 
been an energy, a spirit, a “ruach” that 
has permeated the synagogue unlike any 
that I have been associated with in my 
short tenure at Temple Beth Shalom.  
There are so many Yasher Koachs and 
thank yous to go around, I don’t know 
where to begin.  However, in an effort 
to keep this article less than four pages 
long, I am going to limit my Yasher 
Koachs to only four. 

The first goes to our extraordinary 
Rabbi Kalev.  He has the uncanny 
ability to enlighten, inspire, and even 
entertain us in such a way that he makes 
us all feel that there is something 
special about being Jewish and being a 
part of the TBS family.  I particularly 
admire the stamina and enthusiasm he 
displayed during the long High Holy 
Day period.  The second one goes to 
Carol Zager.    I’m beginning to sound a 
little redundant since it seems like I am 
thanking Carol every week.  But, in all 
honesty, the job she has done with the 
Hebrew School, the Junior congregation 
during the High Holy days, and the 
recent Tot Shabbat during Sukkot 
cannot be overlooked.   

The third one belongs to Jeff Guest and 
the entire Ritual Committee for making 
sure that the High Holy Days worked 
smoothly.  The ticket takers, ushers, 

security people, baby sitters… you 
name it, did a wonderful job and made 
it easy for us to enjoy the services 
without having to worry about 
extraneous situations that usually occur 
during the holidays.   

The final one goes to the congregation 
as a whole for showing the kind of 
support during the High Holy Days that 
proves that this community can come 
together and make things happen.  The 
food drive for St. John’s pantry was an 
overwhelming success, surpassing last 
year’s contributions by almost 25%.  
The turnout for Colonel Levy on the 
Thursday night between Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur was incredible as was 
our showing in Harrison for the 
welcoming of Arnie Eisen as the new 
chancellor of JTS.  I have a feeling that 
Temple Beth Shalom is finally getting 
recognized as a solid, supportive 
member of the larger regional Jewish 
community, and that maybe one day, 
we will be actively involved in all of the 
programs and activities the community 
has to offer. 

Now that the holidays are over, the 
business of running the synagogue takes 
center stage.  November and December 
are extremely active months with 
literally something for everybody.  
Again, in the interest of keeping this 
article as short as possible, I cannot list 
all of the events.  Suffice it to say, that 
from toddler (Tot Shabbats on the 2nd 
Friday night of every month) to alta 
kacher (Hazak events every month) no 
one is being left out.   

I do want to remind everyone about the 
Art Auction on November 4 at the 
temple.  This is our first big fundraising 
event of the season, and all we really 
need is for you to show up and have 
fun.  There is no charge to attend the 
auction, and we are guaranteed a nice 
profit if we have at least 100 people in 
the room for the auction.  The art is 

great and affordable.  Bring your 
friends, relatives, whomever.  Desserts, 
and baby-sitting by the TBS children’s 
choir are available.  Be there and show 
your support. 

One final note. Even though Yom 
Kippur has passed, our annual Yom 
Kippur Appeal continues throughout the 
year.  I am very encouraged by the 
contributions and pledges we have 
received so far.  We are well ahead of 
where we were last year at this time, but 
still more than half of our membership 
has not responded.    

My goal is to reach 100% 
participation by the congregation.  I 
am asking those of you who have not 
sent in a pledge card and/or contribution 
so far to please do so as soon as 
possible.  I know that money is tight, 
but even a minimal contribution shows 
to me that we are together as a 
community, and that we all care about 
the welfare of our synagogue.  We are a 
family.  Everyone must pitch in to keep 
our family strong and growing.  No one 
else can do it for us. 

Have a Happy holiday season.  I look 
forward to seeing all of you at the 
temple over the next couple of months. 

Ron 

~Ron Arsham 

 

President’s Message  

You’ve got questions, we’ve got answers. 
TBS’s EXTENSION 11 has all of the latest TBS news  
and information, service times and more…..                             
Call 845.628.6133 EXT 11. 

TBS President Ron Arsham, Marc 
Houslanger and Rabbi Kalev attend the 
reception for Chancellor-elect Eisen. 
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Friday, 12/1 
Dinner with Gesher/Mechina Class, 6 pm 
Family Service, 7:45 pm 
Saturday, 12/2 
Shabbat Morning Service, & Hirsch Baby 
Naming, 9:30 am 
Hay Class Lunch & Learn, 10:30 am 
 

Sunday, 12/3 
Men’s Club Breakfast, 9:30 am 
Winter Mitzvah Day, 1 pm 
Friday, 12/8 
Tot Shabbat, 7 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:15 pm 
Saturday, 12/9 
Shabbat Morning Service & Lazar Baby 
Naming, 9:30 am 
TBS Movie Night. 7:30 pm 
 

Sunday, 12/10 
Bet Class Family Education Program, 9 am 
USY Carnival for Others 
Hazak Hanukkah Program, 7 pm 
Thursday, 12/14 
Sisterhood Meeting - Grab Bag & 
Scrapbooking, 7:30 pm 
Friday, 12/15 
Erev Hanukkah! 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 6:15 pm 
 

Wednesday, 11/1 
Hebrew School, 4:15 pm 
Friday, 11/3 
Shabbat Dinner with Hay Class, 6:00 pm 
Family Service, 7:45 pm 
Saturday, 11/4 
Bat Mitzvah of Jessica Gralla & 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
TBS ART AUCTION, 7:00 pm 
 

Sunday, 11/5 
Hebrew School Israel Floor Map Program 
Men’s Club Breakfast, 9:30 am 
Conversational Hebrew Class, 9:30 am 
Tuesday, 11/7 
Bible Verses Class Begins, 7:30 pm 
Wednesday, 11/8 
Israel Trip Information Meeting, 6:45 pm 
Thursday, 11/9 
Sisterhood Paid Up Dinner, 7:00 pm 
Friday, 11/10 
Hazak Dinner, 6:00 pm 
Tot Shabbat, 7:00 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:15 pm 
Saturday, 11/11 
Shabbat Morning Service, & Peikes Baby 
Naming, 9:30 am 

 Calendar Chailights 

November/December 2006 

November 4 
ART AUCTION @ TBS 

November 8 
Keshet Tour Speaker Talks About  

the TBS 2007 Israel Trip 
 

November 19 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

 

December 3 
Winter Mitzvah Day 

 

December 9 
TBS Movie Night 

 
December 17 

Hanukkah Open House at the Kalevs 
 

 

TBS Board Meetings @ 7:00 pm 
Thursday, November 16 
Thursday, December 21 

 

Sisterhood Meetings  
Thursday, November 9 (dinner) 

Thursday, December 14 (grab bag) 
Full Sisterhood Calendar on page 16 

 
 

Men’s Club Meetings 
Sunday, November 5 
Sunday, December 3 

Men’s Club Message on page 19 

 

USY Meetings 
 USY Message on page 22 

                        
Hazak Events  

Friday, November 10 
Sunday, December 10 

 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, 11/12 
Aleph Class Family Education, 9:00 am 
Hebrew School Israel Floor Map Program, 9 am 
Thursday, 11/16 
TBS Board Meeting, 7:00 pm 
Friday, 11/17 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:15 pm 
Saturday, 11/18 
Bar Mitzvah of David Schlem & Shabbat 
Morning Service, 9:30 am 
Junior Congregation, 10:30 am 
Sisterhood Havdalah Service & TBS Movie 
Night, 8:00 pm 
 
Sunday, 11/19 
Mishpachah Preschool Family Program, 11 am 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
Wednesday, 11/22 
No Hebrew School 
Thursday, 11/23 
Give Thanks! 
Friday, 11/24 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:15 pm 
Saturday, 11/25 
Shabbat Morning Service 
Sunday, 11/26 
No Hebrew School 
 

Saturday, 12/16  
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
Junior Congregation, 10:30 am 
 
Sunday, 12/17 
Mishpachah Preschool Program, 11 am 
Hanukkah Extravaganza, 10:30-Noon 
Hanukkah Open House @ the home of the 
Rabbis Kalev, 4-6 pm (RSVP requested) 
Thursday, 12/21 
TBS Board Meeting, 7:00 pm 
Friday, 12/22 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:15 pm 
Saturday, 12/23 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
 
Sunday, 12/24 
No Hebrew School 
Wednesday, 12/27 
No Hebrew School 
Friday, 12/29 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 8:15 pm 
Saturday, 12/30 
Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 
Sunday, 12/31 
No Hebrew School 
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A TBS 
Flyer 

YOU WILL NEVER 

HAVE THIS MUCH 

FUN AT 

SYNAGOGUE! 

OUR HEBREW 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

WILL LEAD US! 

THE FAMILY SERVICE 

AT TBS 

A SPECIAL SHABBAT 

QUESTION TO MAKE 

YOU THINK! 

GET READY TO PLAY OUR SHABBAT GAME! 

ALL FAMILIES ARE INVITED TO DINNER - PLEASE COME & JOIN US! 

PLEASE RSVP FOR THE DECEMBER DINNER BY NOVEMBER 27, 2006 

ADULTS—$18.00; CHILDREN—$10.00; UNDER 5 ARE FREE 
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Is there a Simcha in your future?  
Would you like to host an Oneg 
Shabbat or Kiddush in honor of a 
special occasion? Please contact 
Wendy Greenberg in 
the temple office,(845) 
628-6133 for all of  
your planning needs. 
 

Regular Shabbat Services  
Friday Evenings, 8:15 pm 
Saturday Mornings, 9:30 am 
 
Junior Congregation 
Saturday, November 18, 10:30 am 
Saturday, December 16, 10:30 am 
 
Family Services 
Friday, November 3 
Dinner @ 6:00 pm 
Service led by the Hay class, 7:45 pm 
 
Friday, December 1 
Dinner @ 6:00 pm 
Service led by the  
Gesher/Mechina class,  7:45 pm  

Tot Shabbat 
Friday, November 17, 7:00 pm 
Friday, December 15, 7:00 pm 

 
 

Each week Rabbi Kalev shares a trivia 
question at Shabbat services. The first 
person to call his voice mail after 
Shabbat with the correct answer wins a 
prize!  The competition is fierce so make 
sure to call in as soon as Shabbat has 
ended. 
 

How much in reparations did East 
Germany pay Israel after WWII? – None 
– Jeff Roberts 

Fill in the blank: The Talmud says that 
one who regularly eats small 
__________ will not suffer with his 
bowels. – Fish – The Guests 

Who wrote the WWII musical “This is 
the Army” which earned $15 million for 
army relief? – Irving Berlin – Bob Beck 

Which ship carrying 769 Jewish 
immigrants to Palestine in 1941 sank in 

the Black Sea after the British & Turks 
refused to let it dock? – The Struma – 
David Freundlich 

Jewish tradition prohibits the remarriage 
of a widow within how many days of her 
husband’s passing? – 92 days – Nobody 

In 1977, a local law renamed one of the 
Bronx-Pelham Parkway’s lanes in honor 
of which Israeli hero? – Yehonatan 
Netanyahu – Jeff Roberts 

What was the only instance in the Torah 
when an owner voluntarily freed a 
slave? – Abraham freed Hagar – 
Marilyn Arsham 

Which 1940’s movie starring Charlie 
Chaplin was the first film to deal with 
the plight of the German Jews? – The 
Great Dictator – Ira Uffer 

 TBS Service Schedule & Candle Lighting Times 

NOVEMBER 
November 3 4:40 pm 
November 10 4:23 pm 
November 17 4:17 pm 
November 24 4:12 pm 
 
DECEMBER 
December 1 4:09 pm 
December 8 4:08 pm 
December 15 4:09 pm 
December 22 4:12 pm 
December 29 4:17 pm 
 
Chanukah candles are lit before the 
Shabbat candles on Friday night, and 
they are lit after Havdalah on Saturday 
night. The following blessing is said:  
 

Blessed are You, our God, Creator of 
time and space, who enriches our lives 
with holiness, commanding us to kindle 
the Chanukah lights.  

In Honor of the Bat Mitzvah 
of Jessica Gralla, 

Janet and Marshall Gralla  
will host an Oneg Shabbat  
on Friday, November 3,  

and a Kiddush on  
Saturday, November 4, 2006 

 

In Honor of the Bar Mitzvah 
of David Schlem, 

Josie and Gary Schlem  
will host an Oneg Shabbat                     
on Friday, November 17,                      

and a Kiddush on                             
Saturday, November 18, 2006 

 

In Honor of the Naming of                
their new baby, 

Elaine and Steven Peikes 
will host a Kiddush on 

Saturday, November 11, 2006 

In Honor of the Naming of                   
their new baby,  

Stacy and Steve Hirsch 
will host a Kiddush on 

Saturday, December 2, 2006 
 

In Honor of the Naming of  
their new baby, 

Keniston and Robert Lazar 
will host a Kiddush on 

Saturday, December 9, 2006. 

Please turn off cell phones and pagers before entering services.   
Your cooperation is appreciated. 
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Here are some of the latest reconstruction efforts that Table 
to Table is funding: 

Metsudat School (Kiryat Shmona): The Metsudut 
elementary school was severely damaged by missile fire during 
the war. The 60-year old school's classrooms were damages 
by fire and flood damage, and the school's textbooks were 
destroyed. The school has 370 students, and includes a high 
percentage of new immigrants from Ethiopia and Russia. Many 
of the children are still being housed at local hostels and 
shelters because of damage to their homes. 

The Metsudat School's needs are three: (1) Purchase of books 
to re-establish the library and a textbook exchange program.                                                                        
(2) Refurbishing of the school's bomb shelters, including 
painting, toilets, carpeting, television, books, and games.                 

(3) Establishment of a 
special treatment 
program to help the 
younger children to 
cope with the trauma 
of the war and their 
displacement, and their transition into a new learning 
environment.  

Support for "Lone Soldiers": Table to Table is helping to 
support a day outing for soldiers who do not have families in 
Israel. 
 

Support for Families of Kidnapped Soldiers: Table to 
Table will be providing aid to the families of our three 
kidnapped soldiers. 

E very year in 
Israel, millions 

of pounds of excess prepared and 
perishable food are thrown in the 
garbage. Table to Table was founded 
in January 2003 to ensure that excess 
food ends up at its proper destination - 
people in need. Serving as Israel's 
umbrella organization for "food-
rescue", Table to Table collects 
excess, unsold food from catered 
events, corporate cafeterias, army 
bases, food manufacturers, grocers, 
farms, and packing houses and delivers 
the food to non-profit agencies 
throughout Israel that serve those in 
need. 

Since its inception, Table to Table 
has grown from a one-person campaign 
to an operation with a team of 700 
part-time volunteers, and a staff of 8 
full-time employees. With the help of 
these well-organized and highly 
motivated individuals, Table to Table 
has grown into Israel's umbrella 
organization for the collection of 
excess food. Every week, Table to 
Table collects over 10,000 meals, 40 
tons of fruits and vegetables, and tens 
of thousands of fresh products.  

Table to Table supplies the food it 
collects to non-profit agencies 
throughout Israel, including food banks, 
homeless shelters, afternoon-clubs for 
youth, seniors' residences, battered-

women's shelters, meals-on-wheels 
programs, and more. Through Project 
Reach Out (PRO), Table to Table 
places an emphasis on aiding agencies 
in periphery communities, some of the 
most economically challenged cities in 
Israel, such as Givat Olga, Kiryat 
Malachi, and Sderot. Table to Table 
is modeled on leading food rescue 
programs from North America, 
England and Australia to serve as 
Israel's umbrella organization for food-
rescue - the collection and distribution 
of excess food. 

Table to Table collects excess food 
by day and night, throughout Israel  

How to send us a tax deductible 
contribution: 
Contributions in US dollars should be 
made payable to PEF Israel Endowment 
Funds, Inc. and should carry a 
recommendation that they are for the 
use of Table to Table. PEF will forward 
the entire donation to Table to Table, 
with no overhead removed.  
 

Please mail your check to: 
PEF Israel Endowment Funds, Inc 
317 Madison Avenue, Suite 607 
New York, NY  10017 USA.  
 

For further information visit: 
www.tabletotable.org.il 

TZEDAKAH - SUPPORTING ISRAEL POVERTY IN ISRAEL 
 

400,000 Israeli families suffer from 
"nutritional insecurity," a euphemistic 
term for "hunger." 
 
23.6% of Israeli citizens, or 
1,534,300 people are living in 
poverty. Among them are more than 
714,000 hungry children. 
 
Those experiencing "nutritional 
insecurity" eat smaller portions, skip 
meals and, in extreme cases, don't 
eat for a whole day. Diets may be 
high in carbohydrates and lacking or 
almost devoid of meat, dairy 
products, vegetables and fruit. In 
Israel, 22% of families are deemed 
moderately insecure and 8% suffer 
from severe insecurity. 
 
A family's situation is considered 
moderately insecure when the 
parents deprive themselves of food 
to ensure their children get what 
they need. In families whose situation 
is severe, the children are deprived as 
well. 
 
60% of nutritionally insecure are 
Jewish, 20% are Arab, and 20% new 
immigrants. 
 
80% of nutritionally insecure people 
reported a deterioration in their 
situation in the last 3 years, as Israeli 
economic conditions have 
deteriorated. 
 
About 24% of Israelis are forced to 
make choices between food and 
other expenses such as mortgage, 
rent, medicine, heating 
and electricity. About 
half choose to get along 
with less food. 
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THE WORLD’S THIRD LARGEST NUCLEAR THE WORLD’S THIRD LARGEST NUCLEAR 
POWER?POWER?  
Some say it’s Israel. Some say Israel has no nuclear weapons.   

Come hear Michael Karpin –  

Sunday, November 12 
10 am – 12 noon 
Yorktown Jewish Center 

Karpin is one of Israel’s most celebrated television and radio reporters, news 
anchor and foreign bureau chief, documentary producer and author. He will 
provide an insider’s view of Israel’s nuclear capability and future, gained through 
decades of reporting on the subject at the highest levels.  

Michael Karpin’s documentary, “The Bomb in the Basement,” tells for the first 
time the story of the development of the Israeli nuclear option. Since its release in 
2001, the documentary has been aired in countries around the world.  

Mr. Karpin’s book on the same subject “The Bomb in the Basement: How Israel 
Went Nuclear and What That Means for  the World,” was published this year by 
Simon and Schuster. It tells not only how Israel became the Middle East’s only 
nuclear power, but also in how it succeeded in keeping its program secret.  

Signed copies will be available for sale.                                                             
Extensive Q&A following the presentation. 

Yorktown Jewish Center   2966 Crompond Road   Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
Tel: 914 245 2324  Fax: 914 245 1538    Yjc2966@verizon.net 

Israel Emergency 
Campaign 2006 
 
The fund supports Israeli 
institutions affected by the war 
and has committed itself to 
providing significant help to 
Conservative and Masorti 
programs and causes in Israel. 
 

The Israel Emergency Campaign was 
launched by UJC in order to 
dramatically step up our efforts during 
these extraordinary times. Your 
contribution will help Jews in Israel, 
threatened by the recent escalation of 
events. 100% of funds raised will go 
directly to help those in need.   

To donate securely online please 
visit www.ujc.org. 

To donate by check, please make the 
check out to United Jewish 
Communities. The check should be      
sent to: 

P.O. Box 20  
Old Chelsea Station  
New York, NY 10113 
Attn: Israel Crisis Fund 

Or you can call toll free 1-877-277-
2477.  

DONATE LIFE 

Be an organ donor.  Enroll in 
the New York State Organ and 
Tissue Donor Registry. 

Every day 13 people are added 
to waiting list for organ 
transplants.  10% are New York 
State residents.  Thousands 
more are waiting for tissue 
transplants. 

Lives will be saved if you 
do nothing. 
 

PASS IT ON 
www.shareyourlife.org 

Keshet Tours Speaker to Provide 
Information about the TBS Trip to Israel 

Please join us on  
Wednesday, November 8 at 6:45 pm 
to learn about the Temple Beth Shalom                  
trip to Israel in 2007.  

 
Keshet recognizes Israel as a central context for exploring significant ideas in 
Judaism and Jewish history. The educational goal is to find common themes and 
challenges, and to examine them through the eyes of different generations and 
our own. 

The decision to visit Israel is one of the most important single commitments that 
a Jewish family can make. Our goal is to make that visit both enthralling and 
powerful. 
 
As pioneers in Jewish family education in Israel, Keshet synagogue and 
community tours offer a unique blend of poignant Jewish experiences,  in-depth 
informal education, fun filled recreation, carefully selected encounters with 
Israeli society, and quality family time—enveloped in the incredible 
surroundings and atmosphere of Israel.  
 
Come & hear more about the incredible itinerary Rabbi Kalev and Keshet 
Tours have put together for our summer 2007 trip! 
 
Call Rabbi Kalev for more information: 845.628.6133 
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O n Rosh Hashanah, we recited a 
prayer from the New Mahzor: 

“Help us to cultivate our noble 
impulses so that we may always 
perform good deeds.” On the first 
morning of Rosh Hashanah, Rabbi 
Kalev kicked off the ten day 
in t rospect ive  per iod wi th  an 
impassioned speech about being our 
brother’s keeper that left many 
searching within their own souls to find 
a way to “tip the scales in favor of 
good” (doing as many good deeds as 
possible). We didn’t have to walk very 
far to find our first important mitzvah 
challenge waiting to greet us. Empty 
paper  bags donated by Key Foods 
lined the wall as we exited the 
synagogue that morning, each bag 
bearing the slogan, “Let’s Perform a 
Mitzvah.” And we as a congregation 
fulfilled that challenge with pride again 
this year. Over the ten day period, 
paper bags poured into the meat 
kitchen, leaving every inch of counter 
and floor space covered with mitzvot. 

On Thursday, October 5, a caravan of 
cars led by Ron Arsham brought 175 
bags of much needed groceries to the 
food pantry at the Church of St. John 
the Evangelist.  The pantry distributes 
food on Fridays to over 95 Putnam 
County families.  According to Deacon 
John Scarfi, that number increases to 
over 120 during the winter months. 

Staffed by volunteers, the food pantry 
has, unfortunately, seen state funding  
 

drop each year, 
despite the growing 
numbers of families in 
need. Its allotment 
from the state is 
$17,000 worth of 
groceries - an amount 
that barely covers 
three months of food 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
Currently over 8,000 
pounds of food is 
distributed every 6-8 
weeks, according to 
D e a c o n  S c a r f i .  
Grants and other 
government funding 
sources have also 
diminished.  The 
pantry  relies heavily on donations 
from the community of non-perishable 
food, frozen food, and money.  Poor 
box donations are used to purchase 
milk and bread for the families. 

While unloading one of the cars, 
Deacon Moran stated that Temple Beth 
Shalom congregants “are so generous.  
This [donation] will be a great help for 
us for a couple of weeks.” 

According to Sister Mary Judith, most 
of the families coming to the pantry are 
struggling “to make ends meet.”  Some 
are on food stamps.  The only 
requirement for a family to receive 
food from the pantry is to show a 
utility bill with a Putnam county 
address. “No questions asked,” Deacon 
Scarfi stated, “because just having to 
come here is a very humbling 
experience.” 

The food pantry at St. John’s feeds any 
family facing financial hardship in the 
community, regardless of their faith.  
The volunteers in the pantry are also 
diverse in their religious affiliation.  
Part of Rabbi Kalev’s motivation for 
starting the bags for the food pantry 
program was his belief that “it is our 
job as members of this community to 
do our share.”   Deacon Scarfi referred 
to Temple Beth Shalom as “God’s gift” 
to the community. 

Rabbi Kalev commented, “Our texts 
state that the world is built on three 
things: Torah – study; Avodah-prayer; 
and Gemilut Hasadim-Good Deeds. I 
am glad that we have started the year 
on the right foot….now we just need to 
keep it up!” 

For Ron this chance “to reach out to 
our community is what Judaism is all 
about: caring for each other. If we, 
meaning each of us in the community, 
don’t care, then who will?” 

Another prayer we read from the New 
Mahzor during the High Holy Days 
asks, “What are we?  What is the 
value to our lives?” 175 bags were 
donated on Thursday.  Ninety-five 
families received food on Friday.  And 
all those involved knew the answer. 

~ Margaret Liu 

Tipping the Scales in Favor of Good 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2006 @ 8:00 pm 
Prime is a sophisticated, character comedy set in New York City about Rafi 
(Uma Thurman), a recently divorced 37-year-old career woman from Man-

hattan and what happens when Dave (Bryan Greenberg), a talented 23-year-old painter 
from the upper West Side of Manhattan falls in love with her. The film looks at love from 
everyone's point-of-view friends, relatives and in this case, Rafi's therapist Lisa (Meryl 
Streep) and follows all who comes apart and some who pull it together, when two people 
fall in love.  RATED PG 13 

Bring your friends and enjoy great movies on the TBS BIG screen…  
Best of all, it’s free! 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2007 @ 7:30 pm 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2006 @ 7:30 pm 
A hit man for the Mossad is given the mission to track down the very old Alfred 
Himmelman, an ex Nazi officer, who might be still alive. Pretending to be a 
tourist guide he befriends Himmelman’s grandson Axel, who is in Israel to visit his sis-
ter. He wants to convince her to come back to Germany for their Father’s birthday 
party. The two men set out on an extended tour of the country during which, Axel’s 
frank and open attitude challenges Eyal’s rigid, clichéd values.                     
RATED R 

After attending a neighbor’s over-the-top Bar Mitzvah celebration, high-powered Hol-
lywood agent Adam Feidler (played by Jeremy Piven) is determined to pull out all the 
stops, and have the most extravagant celebration ever seen for his shy, insecure son 
Benjamin.                               RATED PG13 

Keeping up with the 
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B’nai Mitzvah 
Behold a good doctrine has been given to you….Forsake it not. 

Brandon Ruvain Baruch Khedarian 
16 September 2006 

Brandon is an 8th grade student at 
Mahopac Middle School. He is quite 
the athlete with strong interests in both 
baseball and basketball.  Brandon 
celebrated his bar mitzvah with a 
beautiful reading of Nitzavim/
Vayelech.  Joining Brandon on this 
special day were his parents, Lori and 
Bruce, his older brothers, Kevin and 
Daniel.  Cheering Brandon on were his 
grandparents, Phyllis and Barry 
Yablansky, and Marilyn and Jacob 
Khedarian. His great grandmother 
Sylvia Feigelson was a special guest of 
honor.  While a student in the TBS 
religious school, Brandon developed a 
special relationship with his hay class 
teacher, Wendy Zencheck.  Brandon’s 
mitvah project  involved working with 
young children at the Lakeland 
Children’s Center after school at 
Thomas Jefferson Elementary School. 

Jessica  Zahara Zita Gralla  
4 November 2006 

Jessica is an 8th grade student at 
Lakeland Copper Beech Middle School 
where math is definitely her favorite 
subject.  In fact, her future plan is to be 
a math teacher.  Jessica is a cheerleader 
at school where she cheers during the 
football season.  She likes to play 
soccer with her friends.  Jessica will 
celebrate becoming a bat mitzvah with 
the reading from parashat Lech-Lecha.    
Her parents, Janet and Marshall  will be 
cheering her on as will her older sister, 
Dayna, and her grandfather, Irving 
Steinberg.  As a student at TBS, Jessica 
has formed strong relationships with 
both Rabbi Kalev and her tutor, 
Marilyn Arsham.  For her mitzvah 
project, Jessica will be donating toys to 
needy children. 

 

 

I  am happy to 
report that the 

year is off to a 
great start.  The 
family breakfast 
on the first day of 
school was a real 
success, giving 
some of our new 

members a chance to meet and 
shmooze with long time Hebrew 
School parents.  Everyone pitched in, 
doing a fantastic job in creating the 
community puzzle that will shortly 
hang on the bulletin board in the 
upstairs Hebrew school corridor.  The 
mural reflects Ron Arsham’s vision of 
“Building a Bridge to the Future” and 
reminds us of the commitment to 
improve and support the Jewish 
education of our children. 
 
The model we are following on our 
road to becoming a “School of 
Excellence” demands a high level of 
that commitment from both children 
and parents.  We recognize that the pre-

Bar/Bat Mitzvah years offer a golden 
opportunity for participation in Jewish 
learning or worship for children and 
their parents.  We provide Family 
Education programs specific for each 
grade, and programs like the Lulav 
Shake and Simchat Torah celebration to 
encourage families to come together in 
worship.  
 
T h e  “S c h o o l  o f  E x ce l l e n c e ” 
requirements demand at least 70% 
attendance at monthly Shabbat services 
for parents and students. The onus falls 
on you, the parents of Hebrew school 
students, to meet this requirement.  We 
cannot look to others to do it for us.  
The goal is for families, both parents 
and children, to be involved in Shabbat 
services at least once per month.  With 
so many exciting opportunities offered 
at Temple Beth Shalom, this should be 
an easy task.  Come to Family Services 
on the first Friday of the month;  join us 
for dinner before hand for a truly 
exceptional Shabbat experience.  Join 
your child at Jr. Congregation on the 

third Saturday morning of the month.  
The boys and girls look forward to the 
innovative monthly themes, making 
attendance something to look forward 
to.  Feel free to join the younger set in 
Junior Congregation or enjoy some 
quality time in the sanctuary while your 
child attends his/her own services.  
Please avoid just dropping them off… 
when you stay in the building, you 
convey the message that this time is 
sacred and important. You and your 
family are always welcome to attend 
any regular Friday night or Shabbat 
morning service to meet our goal 
requirements.  Please know that we 
need to see at least 35 families a month 
to stay on track. 
 
The next few months hold some 
additional enrichment opportunities for 
the Hebrew School.  In November we 
will host the 30’ x 15’ Attractive Lands 
Israel map made available to us through 
the UJA and the BJE.  The students will 
have a chance to make a connection to 
Israel beyond Yom HaAtzmaut by 

David David Schlem  
18 November 2006 

David is an honor student in 8th 
grade at Mahopac Middle School 
where Spanish is one of his favorite 
subjects.  As an athlete, David plays 
both baseball and basketball.  His 
favorite NBA player is T-Mac 
(Houston).  David’s sense of humor 
serves him well with his many 
friends.  David will celebrate his bar 
mitzvah with the reading of Chayei 
Sarah  with the support of his 
parents, Josie and Gary, and his 
older brother, Jacob.  His 
grandmother Anita Schlem and his 
grandparents Leo and Elaiza 
J a r a m i l l o  ( t r a v e l i n g  f r o m 
Albuquerque) will be cheering 
David on.  During his sojourn at 
TBS, David has enjoyed working 
with his teachers including Anita 
Bellenchia, Alicia Raskob and 
Wendy Zencheck.   

Religious School News z y x v u 

please continue on the  following page 
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using the map as a learning tool and 
effectively utilizing the hands-on 
experience.  Hay and Post Hay classes 
will have the chance to meet with 
“Running on Eggs” author Anna 
Levine for a unique presentation and 
book signing.  Several classes will 
visit the Museum of Jewish Heritage, 
in anticipation of creating their own 
Living Museum.  Hay class will lead a 
portion of November’s Family Service 
while we will be treated to Gesher and 
Mechina’s talents during the 
December Family Service.  Both will 
be preceded by Shabbat dinners that 
everyone is welcome to attend.  
Remember to put the Chanukah 
Extravaganza on your calendar for 
Sunday, December 17. 

All information can be found on line 
at www.tbsmahopac.org and click on 
the link to Hebrew School.  All 
Hebrew School families also get 
regular e-mail updates and reminders 
about Hebrew School events. If you 
are not receiving these please send me 
your e-mail address and get on                  
our list. 

~ Carol Zager, Principal 

O n October 
12, the 

newly appointed 
chancellor of the 
J e w i s h 
T h e o l o g i c a l 
Seminary (JTS), 
Arnold Eisen, 
stood town hall 

style before 1,100 clergy and lay 
persons from seventeen Westchester 
and Putnam synagogues, and two day 
schools, at the JCC of Harrison to 
discuss his vision for both JTS and 
the Conservative movement. His 
honesty coupled with extraordinary 
energy and scholarship left the 
audience with little doubt that our 
movement was in competent hands.  

Having only held office for three 
months part time, Professor Eisen 
began with a brief confession that his 
speech may be disappointing to those 
who came expecting decisions on 
some of the controversial issues 
facing our movement today. He does 
have his opinions, but it would be 
presumptuous for him to stand before 
us so early in his tenure with concrete 
plans. Instead he emphasized the need 
to hear our concerns and ideas to 
build a stronger community. He spent 
the next hour sharing with us insights 
into his personal journey and the 
direction in which he hopes to lead 
our movement.   

As a faculty member at Stanford, 
Professor Eisen participated in the 
restructuring the school accomplished 
to keep Stanford a leader of 
education. One can never remain 
stagnant and expect to attract future 
generations, he said.. “You can’t fit 
21st century ideas into a 50-100 year 
old structure; it won’t work,” he 
explained. He went further with 
“scholarship in and of itself is useless 
without the understanding of the past. 
For with the knowledge of the past 
will come confidence in the future.” 
Thus he feels the commitment to 
scholarship must be married to the 
Torah. His mission over the next year 
is to study the past, listen to our  
 

concerns and evaluate where our 
movement needs to be. 

Having graduated Hebrew University 
and even having once made aliyah, 
Professor Eisen talked about his 
passion to strengthen the connection 
between American Jews and Israel 
and has already made plans to forge 
stronger bonds with the Masorti 
movement in Israel.  

He also feels the movement needs to 
initiate a dialogue with Moslem 
leaders, to discuss our differences and 
explore a path for reconciliation. 
“ O p e n m i n d e d n e s s  d o e s  n o t 
undermine loyalty.” We as Jews must 
find a way to reverse the increasing 
division between our faiths. 

Eisen described his vision for the 
future – how we need to heighten the 
quality of our educational system, 
improve the training of our 
professionals so that our educators 
and leaders are equipped to guide our 
communities. If our quality improves, 
our hope that we can and will grow as 
a movement will also increase. We 
need to strengthen our organization 
and bring it into the 21st century.  

Though many say our movement is 
currently in a ‘crisis.’ Professor Eisen 
seemed invigorated by the challenge. 
“This is a movement with enormous 
present strength. Don’t worry about 
the crisis… Let’s roll up our sleeves 
and get to work.” 

You now have a voice. Chancellor-
elect Eisen has set up a special feature 
on the JTS website in order to hear 
from each of us – what attracted us to 
a conservative synagogue, what keeps 
us here, what is working right and 
what is not working, and how can JTS 
better serve us as a conservative Jew? 
This is our chance. We can share you 
views with the chancellor-elect by 
visiting the JTS website at http://
www.jtsa.edu/. Look for “Send 
feedback to Chancellor–elect Arnold 
Essen.” 

~Marilyn Ashram 

JTS Chancellor-elect Arnold Eisen Addresses the Community 

Anna Levine, Canadian born author who 
made aliyah to Israel, will visit with our 
middle and high school students on 
Wednesday, November 15. She will  
talk about her book “Running on Eggs” 
as well as other topics related to young 
people in Israel.  Set in contemporary 
Israel, her thought-provoking first novel 
defines the problems a Jewish girl 
encounters when she befriends an Arab 
schoolmate. Although she has been raised 
to view Arabs as the enemy, 13-year-old 
Karen is drawn to her track teammate 
Yasmine, who shares her love of running. 
Knowing their friends and family would 
disapprove, the two meet secretly in "no 
man's land," an overgrown lot dividing 
Karen's kibbutz from Yasmine's village. 
Tension mounts when Yasmine's older 

brother spies the girls 
together, and Karen, 
sensing impending danger, 
is forced to choose where 
her loyalties lie. This 
realistic story offers a 
peaceful resolution of its 
po t en t i a l ly  vo l a t i l e 
conflicts . 
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The Tanakh (The Hebrew Bible) contains thousands of incredible passages and lessons.              
We will learn, in-depth the top 25 verses (according to Rabbi Kalev) which serve as an                     
important foundation for our tradition.  Not only will you gain a wonderful Hebrew vocabulary to 
help you learn other texts, but we will discuss each verses’ meaning and intention.  No prior or 
Hebrew experience is necessary.   

Come and learn conversational modern Hebrew as Rabbi Kalev teaches the most 
commonly used phrases on Israel’s streets.  Of course, we will learn tons of slang                     
as well! This class is for anyone and everyone, especially if you want to increase your 
Hebrew vocabulary!  

*Due to the Rabbi’s schedule, the class will meet according to a schedule given out on the first 
day of class. Please check the voice mail or website for the class schedule!  

* These classes are free of charge but students are responsible for purchasing required books and materials. 

A TBS 
Flyer 
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M e m b e r s  f r o m  n o r t h e r n 
Westchester  and Putnam 

synagogues, and the Jewish Federation in 
Danbury, CT, sat in total silence on 
September 28 at Temple Beth Shalom in 
Mahopac, as they heard the personal 
accounts, tragedies and accomplishments 
of Tzvika Levy, a Lieutenant Colonel 
(Reserves) in the Tzanchanim in the 
Israeli army. Sponsored by NOW 
ISRAEL, the Northern Westchester 

synagogue coalition for support of Israel, 
this program was the second of a series 
of events to be offered by this newly 
formed group and it proved to be as 
inspirational as the presentation by Israeli 
Consul General Arye Mekel at Bet Torah 
in Mt. Kisco last March. 

Tzvika’s account of his recent experience 
in Lebanon brought tears to many. He 
told stories of the extraordinary doctor 
who would not give up, whose hand had 
been severed but who still gave medical 
instructions until he was no longer 
conscious. He spoke of the 21-year-old 
so ld ie r  Michae l  Lev in  f rom 
Pennsylvania, whose constant laughter, 
which could brighten the darkest nights, 
was permanently silenced on the fourth 
day of the war. Tzvika commands a unit 
of over one thousand soldiers, and as the 
audience listened to one account after 
another, they each realized that his 
soldiers were more than just uniforms to 
Levy. They were his children and he 
boasted of their accomplishments as a 
father brags of his own children. But 
even more importantly is the personal 
attention he gives each soldier under his 
wing. In one day, without exaggeration, 
he will make over 200 calls, just to see 
how his soldiers were doing. 

Tzvika fought in combat units during the 
Six Day War and the Yom Kippur War. 
He participated in the airlifting of 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel as well as  
numerous anti-terrorist missions with an 
elite unit in the IDF.  More recently, 
Tzvika was involved in the 
Disengagement, and as he quickly 
pointed out, both Lebanon wars.  
 
The one movement in which he has made 
the greatest impact started in 1978, after 
receiving phone calls that lone soldiers 
were sleeping in the Tel Aviv central bus 
station. Lone soldiers or chayalim 
bodidim are those young men and 
women, Jewish and Christian, from 
around the globe – from Ethiopia, 
France, the United States and Mexico to 
name a few, who come to Israel with an 
overwhelming desire to fight for her 
survival. They want to enlist 
immediately, but once they arrive in 
Israel, discover that it takes several 
months for all the testing to be completed 
before they can actually serve. When 
Tzvika heard about these young 
homeless children, he began visiting the 
bus station several times a week and soon 
resolved to make it his responsibility to 
assist them. As founder and director of 
the Lone Soldier Program, Tzvika 
provides critical support to soldiers in a 
stressful period of their lives.  He has 
served as everything from father to friend 
to advocate for the chayalim bodidim. He 
also helps Israeli soldiers who are from 
impoverished families, as well as those 
who are estranged from their families. 

As a father and grandfather himself, 
Tzvika has devoted the last 25 years of 
his life to the chayalim bodidim. One of 
his lone soldiers, 25-year-old Hillel 
Schreiber, who was home in New Jersey 
recuperating from an injury incurred last 
March, also spoke at the presentation. As 
Hillel said, with eyes gleaming of 
admiration for this father to thousands, 
“Everyone knows if you need something, 
anything, Tzvika will take care of it.” 

By the end of the presentation, those 
standing in ovation shared an equal 
admiration for this soldier with a heart as 
large as Israel herself. 

IDF Lt. Col. Tzvika Levy Speaks About Lebanon 
Reported by Marilyn Arsham 

NOW ISRAELNOW ISRAEL is a 
coalition of fifteen 
synagogues in 
Northern 
Westchester, 
including Temple 
Beth Shalom of 
Mahopac, which has 

been formed to share information and 
programs regarding issues in Israel. 
Those who marched in the Israeli parade 
with Temple Beth Shalom witnessed 
what NOW ISRAEL is trying to 
accomplish –  

to bring all the synagogues in our    
area together, irrespective of their 
affiliation, in order to represent as a 
unified group in support for Israel. 

The wristbands Rabbi Kalev distributed 
on Rosh Hashanah is another NOW 
ISRAEL initiative.  

The first lecture organized for NOW 
ISRAEL was held last March at Bet 
Torah where Israel’s Consul General 
(for NY) Arye Mekel spoke about the 
upcoming Israeli election and the 
withdrawal from Gaza. We all left the 
hall amazed, charmed and inspired.  

If you would like to receive periodic 
announcements of community events or 
issues from members of the group, email 
Adee18fam@aol.com.  

A very special thank you to WENDY 
and JOEL GREENBERG for 
providing the delectable refreshments 
following Tzvika Levy’s presentation. 

Donations for the Lone Soldier 
program, can be sent to:  

Ziv Tzedakah Fund 
c/o Naomi Eisenberger 
384 Wyoming Avenue 
Millburn, New Jersey 07041 

Make checks payable to Ziv Tzedakah 
Fund/Lone Soldier Program. 

Read more about this charity at 
www.ziv.org 

 

NNOOWW    
IISSRRAAEELL  
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S c h m o o z i n g  w i t h  S i s t e r h o o d  

A Message from your Sisterhood President 

H appy New Year and best wishes from 
Sisterhood!! 

Thanks to everyone for helping out and donating 
blood during the Blood Drive on September 12th.  
We were able to collect 30 pints.  The New York 
Blood Center sent a heartfelt thanks. 

If you didn’t make our first “Taste Of Rosh 
Hashana” meeting, you missed a great time with 
good food and wonderful company!!  But don’t 
worry, we have another “Taste Of” in March. 

Thanks to Georgene for putting together our annual Family Game Night.  It was 
great fun.  It was nice to see all of our families playing together and enjoying the 
evening. 

We have just sent out or annual membership drive.  The Sisterhood of Temple Beth 
Shalom serves the congregation with dedication, devotion, and pride.  We provide a 
place where women can meet and work together for the benefit of the congregation.  
We offer a variety of service, programs and contributions to Temple Beth Shalom, 
its members and their families.  Of the money we collect, $10 goes to Women’s 
League of Conservative Judaism and the rest goes to serving our temple.  Please 
send in your membership dues so we can continue to provide activities to benefit 
all.  We have so many exciting events planned this year; I hope you take the 
opportunity to volunteer to help with one or more of these events, and be part of a 
fantastic group of women. 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for our annual “Paid Up Dinner”.  Food and 
fun is guaranteed!! 

We are also planning a havdalah service and the Rabbi has promised me an  
“unbelievably fun” movie scheduled afterwards.  Come join us!!! 

Thanks to everyone who has helped out in the past and I look forward to working 
with you again in the future!! 

Take Care, 

Lynn 

Sisterhood Executive Board 

2006-07 Sisterhood Calendar 

President 
Lynn Michaels           528-2233 
sisterhood@tbsmahopac.org 
 

Vice Presidents  
Anita Bellenchia            
Open position 
 

Treasurer       
Chris Feuer           628-0448 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Frances Tesler               628-5482 
 

Recording Secretary     
Monica Scavone   855-9403 

 

Program Chairs 
Marge Pollack  628-5252 
Gail Plaut                                878-4960 
 

Gift Shop Chairman  
Linda Tigershtrom  208-3249 
GiftShop@tbsmahopac.org 

Nov 9 Paid Up Dinner              7:00 pm 
Nov 18 Havdalah Service        8:00 pm 
Dec 14 Grab Bag/Meeting        7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

2007 
Jan 11 Cooking with Howie      7:30 pm 
Jan 21 Ice Skating                     1:00 pm 
Feb 8 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 
Feb 11 Sisterhood Speaker       10:00 am 
Mar 8 Taste Of Passover          7:30 pm 
Mar 24 Kosher Iron Chef           7:30 pm 
Apr 12 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 
May 4 Shabbat Across America  TBD 
May 10 Sisterhood Meeting        7:30 pm 
May 13 Anything But Bagels    11:00 am 
May 20 Torah Fund Lunch       1pm-4pm 
June 14 Sisterhood Meeting     7:30pm 

NEW! Cooking Kosher NEW! Cooking Kosher -- next page. next page.  
Nu? Vos kocht zich in teppel?Nu? Vos kocht zich in teppel?  
So? What’s cooking? Email your 
favorite Tu B’Shevat and Purim 
recipes, questions or traditions by 
12/1 to MaMAla@aol.com.                                  
Ess Gezunterhait! 

Sisterhood Meeting 
Come join us at our upcoming  

Paid Up Dinner on  
Thursday, Nov 9, 7pm 

Please RSVP by Wednesday, 
November 1st 
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  indelachtindelachtּקּק  osher  for the  osher  for theּכּכ  ooking  ookingּכּכ
Hint: The Hebrew letter Kuf ( ּכa) and Koof ּקּק( a) make a ‘k’ sound  

FragehFrageh for MaMAla for MaMAla 

Q: Why are Hanukkah 
foods fried? 

A: Since our foods are meant to 
remind us of some aspect of the 
holiday, OIL was used to keep the 
eternal flame lit in the Holy 
Temple. Using oil in our food 
reminds us of the miracle in year 
165 BCE when the brave 
Maccabeans restored our holy site.  

Q: Candles are placed from right 
to left, but are lit from left to right. 
Why do we light them in that 
order?  

A: We say the bracha each night for 
the newest day. The newest candle 
would therefore most accurately 
represent the 
newest day and 
should thus be lit 
closest to the 
prayer recitation. 
Happy Holidays! 

MaMAla’s Latkes 
(traditional) 

Grate potatoes Dice potatoes. Using 
the largest holes for grating or the 
shredding blade on a processor, shred 
in spurts to avoid clumping. With 
each potato, grate half an onion.  

Drain Squeeze excess liquid (do not 
discard!) from the mixture and place 
the potato/onion in a second mixing 
bowl. Allow liquid to sit for five or 
more minutes. Drain liquid and add 
the settling starch to the potato/onion 
mixture. 

Mix Beat in eggs and salt. Add just 
enough salt to make a light batter.  

Fry Heat ¼ cup oil in large skillet. 
Drop about 2 Tablespoons batter per 
pancake into the oil and flatten with 
the back of a wooden spoon. Fry 
about 2-4 minutes on each side or 
until brown. Do not crowd the pan.  

Drain Place pancakes on a paper 
towel to drain the excess oil and keep 
warm in a 2000F oven until ready to 
serve. 
Yields about 40 3-inch latkes. 

Prepare dough In a large bowl, dissolve 
the yeast in warm water and stir in 1/3 cup 
of granulated sugar and a tsp. of salt.  Blend 
in the milk, butter and egg yolks and two 
cups of flour. Add lemon rind or cinnamon 
if you like. Beat in the rest of the flour until 
it forms a soft, smooth dough.  Cover the 
bowl with a dish towel and let it rise for 
about an hour and a half or until it has 
doubled in size. Punch the dough down and 
knead it about 12 times until it is smooth 
and elastic.  

Cut circles  Roll out the dough with a 
flowered rolling pin until it is about 1/4" 
thick.  Use a biscuit cutter or drinking glass 
to cut the dough into circles about 21/2 or 3 
inches in diameter.  

Add filling Drop about one tsp. of jelly into 
the center of each of half of the 
circles.  Brush the edges of the dough 
circles with egg white, then lay another 
dough circle on top.  Pinch the edges 
together to seal them.  

Rise Place the filled circles on a lightly 
flowered cookie sheet and cover with a dish 
towel.  Leave it for about an hour to rise, or 
until the circles have doubled in size.  

Deep fry in oil  Heat about two inches deep 
of vegetable oil over medium heat until it 
reaches 370° F.  Carefully lift a few of the 
uncooked doughnuts with a spatula and 
drop them gently, top side down, into the 
hot oil.  Let them fry for 3 or 5 minutes 
until uniformly golden brown.  Turn them 
as necessary to cook evenly.  

Remove and drain on paper towels.  With a 
slotted spoon, remove the doughnuts from 
the oil and place them on paper towels to 
dry. Repeat steps 5 and 6 as necessary until 
all doughnuts are done. Watch that the oil 
temperature doesn't drop below 350° F.  

Dust the sufganiyot with confectioners 
sugar and serve! Yields 14-16 doughnuts. 

From http://www.amfi.org/sufganifyot.htm 

Sufganiyot (Yeast)Sufganiyot (Yeast)  
INGREDIENTS 

2 packages active dry yeast  
3 eggs (separated)  
1 tsp salt  
1/2 cup of milk or liquid non- dairy 
creamer  
1/2 cup of melted butter or margarine  
1 cup granulated sugar  
3 3/4 cup all-purpose flour  
1/3 cup of jelly  
1 1/2 TBL grated lemon rind or                    
1 1/2 tsp cinnamon  (optional) 
1 1/2 tsp vanilla (optional) 
Vegetable oil for frying  

Confectioners sugar 

INGREDIENTS 

4 eggs separated 
4 packed cups coarsely grated  
zucchini 
1 cup crumbled feta cheese 
1/2 cup minced 
scallions 
1 tsp dried mint or  
1 Tbls fresh mint 
1/3 cup flour 

Salt (a little) 
Black pepper (lots) 
Oil 
 

Beat egg whites until stiff. 
Combine zucchini, egg yolk  (or 
leave them out), feta, scallions, 
seasons and flour. Mix well. 
Fold in egg white. 
Heat oil and fry. 
Serve immediately with sour 
cream. 

Sufganiyot are deep-fried jelly doughnuts 
brought to Israel by immigrants from 
Germany, where the new year is 
celebrated with jelly doughnuts.  

6 large potatoes                                
(with or without 
skin) 
3 medium onions 
4 eggs 

½ - ¾ cup flour  
3 Tbls salt 

Oil for frying 

Zucchini Feta Latkes  
(from Moosewood)  

Submitted by Bev Fox Chicago, IL 

INGREDIENTS 
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SPOTLIGHT ON NEW MEMBERS 
By Glenn Sapir 

 

 

 
TBS members comment on the virtues 
of the Scrip Program: 

“Hanukkah is coming...and I already 
know what I’m giving the teachers, 
hairdresser, music  instructor, friends 
and family—SCRIP gift cards!  Bath & 
Body Works, Bed, Bath & Beyond,          
Borders, Blockbuster, Best Buy  - and 
that’s just the ‘B’s’!” ~ B. 

“ I purchased lots of Lands End scrip 
and ordered a winter jacket that was 
shipped directly to my son at college.  
It was so easy… and best of all, Lands 
End gives 9% of each scrip card back 
to the temple. WOW! “ ~ N. 
 
“I’m heading to Motherhood Maternity 
with lots of scrip...then its on to Babies 
R Us and Toys R Us and The Children’s 
Place (they give back 12%)...it’s so 
exciting.” ~S. 
 
“I love to shop.  And scrip makes it so 
easy - no need to carry cash and wher-
ever I go I know I’m supporting the 
temple.  Thanks scrip maven! “ ~ W. 

“My boss is always carrying around a 
stale cup of coffee.  So I bought her a 
few Starbucks gift cards through the 
TBS Scrip program…..and she gave 
me a raise!  Thanks Scrip!” ~G. 
 
“We’re going to Disney World!  And 
we are staying in a great hotel ‘cause 
mom & dad bought scrip—they said 
we’re supporting TBS even while we’re 
on vacation! Cool!” ~ A. 

Get in on the fun and support Temple 
Beth Shalom at no extra cost to you.   
A Scrip order form can be found on 
pages 29-30. 
Send your Scrip comments to                                     
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org 

Meet the Hirsch Family 

The temple gets a family growing with 
children and dogs.  
 
When Steve and Stacy Hirsch of 
Mahopac joined Temple Beth Shalom 
shortly before the High Holy Days, 
their family, at least the human part of 
it, numbered three, which included then 
21-month-old Matthew.  A short time 
later, in between Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, when our members were 
praying to be inscribed in the book of 
life, the Hirsches were busy having a 
new arrival inscribed.  Now the 
Hirsches are four, with the addition of 
daughter Talia. 

The Hirsches moved to their home in 
the Drewville section of Mahopac two 
years ago, after becoming familiar with 
the Putnam region by living in Lake 
Peekskill for three years.  For the two 
years prior to joining TBS, they 
attended High Holy Day services. 

“Having grown up in a Conservative 
temple in New City in Rockland 
County, it was a great discovery to 
learn there was a Conservative temple 
right down the street,” Steve said. 

Steve, who commutes by train to the 
garment district in Manhattan, imports 
silk and sells to fashion designers.  
Steve says the commute is easy, and he 
loves to have that time to himself.  
Stacy, on the other hand, works from 
her house as a dog trainer, where when 
she’s not working is taking care of the 
family’s two shepherds, a pit bull and 
an Italian waterdog, along with the 
couple’s near-two-year-old and infant. 

The experience at the previous two 
High Holiday services convinced Steve 
that they wanted to join TBS. 

“I found the temple warm, inviting and 
very family-oriented, and I was 

attracted to the Rabbi’s energy and 
enthusiasm,” Steve said. 

During the Hirsches’ relatively brief 
membership, Steve has been very 
impressed with the congregation’s 
participation in the services.  He likes 
the way congregants share in the 
reading of the Torah portions and the 
Haftorah, and he specifically mentioned 
how impressed he was with 14-year-old 
Andrew Plaut’s contributions from the 
bemah during the holidays. Among the 
highlights of his family’s membership 
was being given an aliyah at Simchat 
Torah service. 

“Another facet of the service that I 
really like is Selilah and the choir’s 
participation,” Steve said.  “For 
instance, when they sing during 
Misheberach, I find it very calming, 
and it really allows me to think about 
things.” 

When asked what he expects from the 
temple, a question that could warrant a 
lot of time to formulate an answer, 
Steve was willing to let one fly off the 
top of his head. 

“I want the temple - the rabbi and the 
congregation - to be there when we 
need it and want it, during the good 
times and the bad.  I especially want it 
to help me in bringing up my children 
Jewish.  With all of the distractions and 
pressures from outside, I want the 
temple to help educate and keep my 
children interested in their Judaism.” 

Plans are underway for another 
highlight in their brief membership—a 
baby-naming service for Talia, perhaps 
in December.  Members in attendance 
will be there for them, as Steve has 
hoped, in one of the best of times. 

 

May your association with our congregation enrich your lives; 
may our shared ideals and endeavors bring you fulfillment, even as you                   

bring added strength to our congregational life. 
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MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
ENGRAVED BRICK PAVER FUNDRAISERENGRAVED BRICK PAVER FUNDRAISERENGRAVED BRICK PAVER FUNDRAISER   

We are planning to construct a new brick wall at the front entrance to the temple.  
As you have seen in many areas, the brick pavers are engraved with a message. 

Each brick can accommodate up to three lines with a maximum of thirteen 
characters per line. The cost per brick is $125.  Please fill in the form below and 
return it with your check to the temple office.  To order more than one brick, 
please copy this form. 
 
NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE #: 

ENGRAVING COPY: 

 

 

 

O u r  f i r s t 
C a n d i d a t e s 

Forum was very 
s u c c e s s f u l  a n d 
extremely informative. 
As usual Gerskys 
supplied a delicious 

breakfast.  I want to thank the following 
candidates for attending and answering 
some tough questions: Dan Birmingham 
– Putnam County Board Chairman,  
Legislature  District 7, Pat Bonanno – 
Southeast Councilman, Legislature 
District 4, Jerry Furey – Legislature 
District 5, Norman Marino – Legislature  
District 7, Henry Zemsky – Legislature 
District 4, Ken Harper – Assembly 
District 99. 

Our next Candidates Forum will be held 
on Sunday November 5, at 9:00 am. 
The following candidates will be 
attending: New York State Senate: 
Vincent Leibell and Michael Kaplowitz, 
Putnam County Executive: Robert 
Bondi and Michael Santos, County 
Judge: Town Judge James Reitz, 
District Attorney Kevin Wright, and 
Attorney Victor Grossman. 

We would like to have an even larger 
turn out than we had on October 22. 
The winners for the above offices will 
have a large say in our Tri-County’s 
future. As always these forums are open 
to our entire Temple Family and to the 
general public, so please get the word 
out.  

Our first set of bricks have arrived and 
they look beautiful. We will be getting 
them installed shortly. This is a 
continuing project, so please use the 
adjacent order form to order bricks if 
you haven’t already done so.  

Our calendar ads are coming in very 
slowly and we want to get the calendar 
listings to the printer no later than 
December 1, 2006 so that the calendars 
will arrive before the new year. Please 
fill out the form on this page. 

Finally, please send in your men’s club 
dues, which is also part of the calendar 
order form.  See you Sunday,  
November 5. 

~Joel Greenberg 

Message from the  
Men’s Club 

 MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR 
For the past several years, the Men’s Club has published the JEWISH FAMILY 
CALENDAR, which includes special dates such as birthdays, anniversaries, memorials, etc.  
This calendar makes a great gift even for relatives who are not members of the Temple.  This 
is not only a fundraiser, but we hope to have listings from all our Temple family members, 
so that there can be more participation to celebrate happy occasions. 

Those of you who are self-employed, or are friendly with a local businessperson,  
may want to consider placing an ad, which will appear on the front of the calendar.   
The cost of an ad is $75.00.   

The Men’s Club would also greatly appreciate your sending in your 2006-2007 Men’s Club 
dues, which are still only $36.00.  Your dues allow us to do many things to help the Temple. 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE #:_____________________________________________________________ 

NO. OF CALENDARS AT $5 EACH…………………………………. $_____________ 
NO. OF LISTINGS AT $2 EACH………………………………………$_____________ 
CALENDAR AD @ $75 EACH………………………………………...$_____________ 
2006-2007 DUES AT $36……………………………………………….$_____________ 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED………………………………………..$_____________ 

FILL IN BELOW, USE ADDITIONAL FORMS IF NECESSARY: 

          B-BIRTHDAY    
         A-ANNIV. 
BILLING NAME       LISTING   MONTH  DATE  M-MEMORIAL  
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2 Travis Scavone 
3 Lenore DelToro 
 Jordan Feldman 
 David Rosenberg 
 Rachel Wagner 
4 Heather Gorodess 
 Orit Hausman 
 Carole Toledano 
5 Jennifer Winters 
 Miriam Yekutiel 
6 Scott Kaiser 
 Karen Kwan 
 Gary Schlem 
7 Kenneth Koswener 
8 Marshall Gralla 
9 Jerry Persampieri 
 Deborah Wagner 
10 David Rubin 
11 Melissa Weiner 
12 Jennifer Pallant 
 Mildred Posner 
13 Lynn Liebman 
 Jesse Rothstein 
14 Richard Rosetti 
15 Richard Cohen 
16 Jonathan Tuzman 
17 Susan Prevost 
 Monica Scavone 
 Henny Schwarz 
 Steven Toovel 
18 Alex Koswener 
 Jeremy Love 
 Francine Rosetti 
 Rachel Teplitsky 
19 Rachel Kwan 
 Zachary Rubin 
22 Charles Block 
23 Raymond Kohn 
 Pearl Meyer 
 Jonathan Oelsner 
24 Ruth Simon 
25 Eric Friedman 
 Paul Hertz 
 Miriam Marritt 
 Jason Toovel 
26 Deborah Buckvar 
 Elaine Jacobs 
28 Steven Astrachan 
 Howard Gershman 
29 Jonathan Schwartz 
30 Hayden Gutt 
 Joshua Martin 

Celebrating Birthdays in Our Community 

Yom Huledet Sameach 
(/: ;$-&% .&* 

Our Temple Family 

Mishaberach 
Wishing a return to good health to 

1 Mark Uffer 
2 Rebecca Charkow 
 Kjersten Lazar 
3  Kyle Coffey 
5 Joshua Alexander 
 Andrew Gorodess 
 Wendy Paige 
 David Schlem 
6 Robin Belsky 
7 Solomon Himelfarb 
 David Liu 
8 Randy Fleischer 
9 Jason Friedman 
 Barry Plaut 
10 Denise Persampieri 
11 Dennis Bochichio 
12 Wayne Forman 
 Diane Houslanger 
 Mark Rosen 
14 Simon Begler 
 Georgene Perlman 
 Judy Schwartz 

15 Aaron Teplitsky 
 Hayley Weisman 
16 Marc Weiner 
 Joshua Zimmerman 
18 Gloria Block 
 David Cohen 
 Dylan Love 
19  Michele Greenberg 
 Zachary Martin 
20 Gabrielle Paige 
 Alvin Rosenberg 
 Peter Rosenberg  
21 Jessica Gralla 
 Lori Liebman 
22 Joshua Solar-Doherty
 Jonathan Tomback 
23 Matthew Gartner 
 Dora Kravitz 
 Michael Prevost 
24 Ellen Duhlberger 
 Max Goren 
 

25 Aimee Freundlich 
 Eileen Goren 
 Jessica Reing 
 Alexa Rosetti 
26 Anita Bellenchia 
 Lawrence Kaiser 
 Michael Kwan 
 Robert Liebman 
 Erica Liu 
27  Shea Belsky 
 David Ranani 
28 Jeffrey Beer 
 Zila Koswener 
 Ashley Lathrop 
 Ilana Pollack 
29 Shlomo Lang 
30  Robin Kushner 
 
 

 
 

To Janet & Richard Cohen who 
welcomed their new daughter, 
Amanda Brooke into the world 
on August 14, 2006. 
 
To Stacy and Steve Hirsch who 
welcomed their new daughter, 
Talia Shae, into the world on 
September 25, 2006. 
 
 

 

Athena Antonopolous 
Anita Berwind      
Howard Cohen 

Edna Elias         
Helen Feldman 

Gordon C. Gladden  
Marlene Harstein 

Sol Indig        
Bob Kaiser 

Helen Lichtman    
Morris Lifshitz      

Sharyn Pratt 
Gary Rosenberg 

 Louis Makle 
Jill Sanders-DeMott 

Rosalee Steiner 
Harvey Teplitsky 

Larry Ticker 
Ethel Thomas 
Gail Weinberg 

Geri Winterhalter 

 

Let’s light the lights 
together! 

The Rabbi’s Kalev invite you to 
their home for a  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 17 
4-6 pm 

 

Celebrate the holiday with 
friends and lots of latkes. 

 

We will light the 3rd Hanukkah 
candle at 6:00 pm. 

 

RSVP: 845.628.6133 
or via email: 

office@ tbsmahopac.org Guess the birthday of baby 
Kalev…..details on page 24 
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We regret that these families were omitted from the  
Yom Kippur Book of Remembrance.   

Thank you for graciously accepting our apologies.  

*To everyone who helped make the 
High Holy Days such a wonderful 
experience:  
*A huge thank you to our Ushers, Ellen 
Gershman, the Guests, our fabulous 
Torah & Haftarah readers, Jack Tesler 
& Marilyn Arsham for leading 
Shacharit, and to our Shofar blowers 
Jeff Schlossberg, Josh Tuzman & 
Steve Bettman. 
* To our Youth Choir (Melissa 
Bellenchia, Michael Sanders-DeMott 
& Sarah Liebman) for singing at High 
Holy Day services and the 9/11 
Memorial Service. 
* To Rob Liebman for all of his hard 
work on the sound system. 
* To Carol Zager for leading 
wonderful services & activities for our 
youth over the Holy Days. 
* To Kobe Tigershtrom for the 
beautiful High Holy Day sign that was 
posted above the sanctuary. 
* To Ro, Jean, Melody and Billy 
Hughes for their hard work and 
dedication getting ready for the Holy Days. 
* To Harvey Teplitsky for building our 
beautiful sukkah. 
* To the Gershmans for being our 
bartenders at our Simchat Torah  
celebration. 
* To Jill Sanders-DeMott for a 
wonderful presentation on active 
listening at our Board Retreat. 
* To Vivian Kalev for the beautiful 
flowers & baked goods that could be  
found at the synagogue over the Holy 
Days. 
* To Ron & Marilyn Arsham for 
arranging a wonderful evening with 
Col. Levy. 
 
 
*To Andrew Plaut for reading the 
torah at Simchat Torah. 
*To Marilyn Arsham for learning 
not only the morning Rosh Hashanah 
Amidah but reading Torah & The Book 
of Jonah on Yom Kippur afternoon. 
*To Sylvia Rosencranz for receiving 
the Emunah Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Abram H. Bress 
 

Remembered by:  Linda and Al Silbert and Family 

In Loving Memory of 
 

 
 

 
Remembered by: Marlene, Allen, Matthew 

 and Jan Hochberg 

Sol Hochberg 
Barney Hendler 
Morris Pollack 
Flora Pollack 

Joseph Garfinkel 
Sadie Garfinkel 
Frances Posner 

Cheryse Hochberg 

Ludwig Loewenberg 
Elizabeth Loewenberg 

Max Felhenbah 
Mathilde Felhenbach 

 

Gerda Felhenbach 
Aaron (Sonny) Lichtman 

Robert Weingarten 
Sonia Wolikow  

And their families who perished in the Shoah  

Talmid Chacham: Philip Schlossberg 
Aishet Chayil: Anna Schlossberg 

In Loving Memory 
 
 

 
 

Remembered by: Susan & Gary Loewenberg 

We Lovingly Remember Our Parents 
 
 
 

Remembered by:  Bernice & Jeff Guest 
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O n Sunday 
the 10th of 

September, USY 
staged it’s first 
event for the 
2006-2007 school 
y e a r .  T h e 
morning did not 
begin exactly as I 
w o u l d  h a v e 
e x p e c t e d .  I 
arrived at the 

temple around 6:30 am and opened the 
front door. I walked quickly over to the 
alarm box in the coatroom and punched 
in my code. It failed. I re-entered my 
numbers. The alarm was still engaged 
and now an electronic voice was telling 
me my time was running out and then it 
was yelling at me to LEAVE. The alarm 
sounded and I freaked out! I ran outside 
and waited for the Carmel Police to 
come, guns drawn, bearing down on 
Tess and me. They never arrived but, 
thankfully Carolyn Stiman did. Carolyn 
punched her code into the security box 
and the system was once again quiet and 
secure. Phew! 

The Breakfast Run took us 
to 57th street between 5th 
and 6th avenues. Our group 
of nine arrived in midtown 
at 8:00 am and served 

breakfast to approximately 60 people. 

As in past Midnight Run’s, the true 
meaning of participating in this event 
was the opportunity to look directly in 
the eyes of  men and women living on 
the streets of New York City and speak 
with them. The grati tude and 
appreciation is quite evident from those 
we meet and our volunteers appear 
happy, smiling and at ease knowing the 
good work they are doing. 

I am so glad that each time we take part 
in a Run a different configuration of 
temple members volunteer to help. This 
time we had two newcomers -  Barry 
Plaut and Miriam Yekutiel. Many 
thanks to both for their energy and 
efforts in making the run such a success. 
The other attendees were Andrew Plaut, 
Tess Bettman, Rich Zager, Josh Solar-
Doherty, Michael Doherty, and Sasha 
Stiman-Lavian. 

On Sunday, October 15th, Jill Sanders-
DeMott graciously opened her home to 
12 USYers and their parents for a 
meeting and pizza dinner. It was 
wonderfully comfortable at her house 
and Jill makes a great oatmeal 
butterscotch cookie!  I would like to 
sincerely thank  Lynn Liebman and 
Georgene Perlman for running out and 
picking up the pizza and ice cream. 
Attending the meeting was Howie 
Gershman who gave a presentation to 
the USYers about Venturing. The 
overall response from the kids was 

positive and we are looking into 
spending a Shabbat weekend Shabbat at 
the Boy Scout Camp before the end of 
the year. 

The Fall 2006 Kinnus is scheduled for 
November 10th-12th at Temple Shalom 
in Greenwich, CT. If, by the time you 
read this, you have not sent in your 
application, call me IMMEDIATELY. 

Please note that originally I had 
scheduled meetings for Wednesday 
evenings and events for Saturdays and/
or Sundays. Due to too many scheduling 
conflicts we shall limit  ourselves to 
weekend events. Please check the 
temple website regularly for calendar 
additions or changes. 

On Wednesday, November 15th, the 
author of RUNNING ON EGGS will be 
speaking at Temple Beth Shalom. 
Author Anna Levine has created a 
fascinating story about two women 
athletes. Because of their different 
ethnicities they are not permitted to 
train together. However, they find a way 
and that is where the heart of the story is 
found. I invite all of the Hay and Post 
Hay kids to attend this evenings’ 
presentation. 

Thank you,  
 
Steve 

~ Steve Bettman 

Youth Group News 

COMPARE AND SAVE  
up to 85% off the cover price!     

 

Order or RENEW your favorite  
magazines and help support the 

2007 TBS Israeli Scouts visit..  

  Check out the                                     
Temple Beth Shalom website: 

TBSMahopac.org 
and click on the USY link. 

Master Card and Visa accepted 

USY/MAHOPAC                              
CHAPTER  
 

Youth Director 
Steve Bettman 
845-621-0414 

METNY/KOACH DIVISION 
Upcoming Events 
 
November 10-12   
Koach Fall Kinnus 
Greenwich, CT 
 
December 10                 
Koach Carnival, 2-4 pm 
Jawonio Bld., New City 
 
December 21-28          
International Convention  
Boston, MA  
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O n September 24, 2006, a small, 
official burial ceremony took place 

in the national cemetery on Herzl 
Mountain in Jerusalem.  The remains of 
Paullina and Hans Herzl had come to rest 
next to their father, Dr. Theodore Herzl, 
who envisioned the establishment of the 
state of Israel. 

In 1903, a year before his untimely 
death, Herzl wrote his will, requesting 
that his remains, as well as those of his 
immediate family (parents and children) 
would come to rest in Israel, the future 
Jewish land. His own remains were 
brought to Israel in 1949, with his 
parents’ and sister’s remains following 
shortly after. Only those of his children 
were left behind. They would have been, 
most likely, left in Boudreaux, France, 
forever if it wasn’t for two Israelis, one 
secular and one orthodox. 

The first is Ariel Feldstein, PhD, who is 
the academic director of the Sapir 
Institute in the Negev. The other is 
Shlomo Amaar, the Chief Sephardic 
Rabbi of Israel. For the most part, the 
saga of Herzl’s children and their 
remains is the result of the lifestyle they 
adopted, far from the political and 
dignified life of their father. 

When Herzl died at the age of 44, his 
daughter Paullina was 14, Hans was 13 
and Truda, the youngest one, 11. Three 
years later, they lost their mother too, a 
mother who was diagnosed with mental 
illness. In the years to come, the same 
mental illness was diagnosed in all three 
children.  Paullina inherited her father’s 
heart disease as well as her mother’s 
mental illness. She spent part of her 
youth in various mental institutions, and 
later carried on in vain, living a loose life 
style and suffering from an addiction to 
morphine. She died on September 14, 
1930, most likely from a morphine 
overdose.  When the news of her death 
reached her brother Hans, who was very 
close to her, he rented a room in a nearby 
hotel and committed suicide.  In a note 
he left behind, he ask to be buried in the 
same coffin with his beloved sister. 

Hans had spent his youth, and most of 

his life in England. He attended 
Cambridge University where he received 
his Master’s Degree in Philosophy and 
Linguistics, but, in his twenties, his 
mental illness got the better part of him. 
In his quest for stability, he became a 
Christian, first Baptist and then Catholic 
and Protestant. At the end of his life, he 
came back to his Jewish roots, and 
became a participating member of a 
synagogue in London. 

Both, Paullina and Hans were buried in a 
Jewish Cemetery in Boudreaux, France, 
according to Jewish law. Their youngest 
sister, Truda, found her death in a 
concentration camp - Theresienstadt in 
Czechoslovakia - in 1943. No one knows 
where she is actually buried. 

The State of Israel 
never shied from 
its recognition of 
Dr. Herzl as a 
visionary and the 
force behind the 
Zionist moment in 
the early 20th 
century. In fulfilling his last request to be 
buried in the land of Israel, a ceremony 
was carried out with all the honor and 
dignity that a nation can bestow upon 
one person. But, when it came to his 
children, there was not even one Israeli 
institution that was willing to take upon 
itself the task of bringing their remains 
home. The reason for that was the 
lifestyle lived by the two children, and 
the fact that neither one died of natural 
causes. 

No one wanted to deal with the 
rabbinical establishment in Israel that 
refused to grant the right to bury the 
children next to their father. According 
to Jewish law, a person who commits 
suicide cannot be buried within the 
cemetery proper, only outside the fence.  
In addition, one child had converted to 
Christianity and the other carried on life 
of disgrace. In their opinion, the kids 
were not worthy of the honor to be 
buried in the national cemetery. 

 

That was the status quo for a time, but 
not forever. 

Mr. Ariel Feldstein, a forty-year-old 
historian and researcher, visited the 
national cemetery at Herzl Mountain in 
Jerusalem in 2006. The fact that Herzl’s 
children were not buried next to their 
father caught his eye.  He could not 
understand how the government of Israel 
had failed to fulfill Herzl’s last request. 

Feldstein spent all of his free time 
investigating the dilemma. In his quest, 
he flew, at his own expense, to 
Boudreaux to get some answers. In the 
meantime, he contacted every official 
person in Israel who would listen and 
could assist him in fulfilling Herzl’s last 
request. 

For six unrelenting years he talked, 
explained, fought, and pleaded with the 
Israeli bureaucracy, alternating between 
hope and despair. Mr. Feldstein never 
gave up. 

In 2001 the issue was brought up for 
discussion in the Knesset by the 
committee responsible for decorum and 
ceremony. For a year-and-a-half nothing 
was done. One rabbi put an end to the 
discussion declaring that in view of the 
children’s problematic lives, the only 
place they could be buried was at a 
kibbutz (most of the cemeteries in the 
kibbutzim are not under the rabbinical 
supervision). 

In 2003, acknowledging the 100th 
anniversary of Herzl’s death, one 
member of the Knesset took it upon 
himself to pass a law that insured the 
legacy of Herzl. In 2005, the renewed  
Herzl Museum was reopened with a 
grand ceremony. But the order to bring 
home Herzl’s children had to come from 
a higher authority. 

Ariel Sharon, the Prime Minister at that 
time, promised to give the order to bring 
the children to Israel, but again, the 
political life in Israel interfered.  First 
there was the declaration of Kadima, the 
new political party. Then came the 
disengagement from Gaza, followed by 

HERZL’S KIDS ~ A True Story 

please continue on page 24 
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the sudden illness of Sharon who never 
returned to political life. 

Now the ball was in the court of the new 
Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, who 
expressed much interest in the subject. 
He contacted the newly elected director 
of the UJA and the International Zionist 
Movement, Mr. Se’ev Billsky, who 
promised to help.   

That’s when the second Israeli 
previously mentioned entered the 
picture. Chief Rabbi Amaar listened to 
the story of Herzl’s children and the 
injustice done to them. He promised to 
do his best to provide the Israeli 
government with a Hecsher that would 
allow them to bring the remains of the 
children home to Israel. 

Over the years, the biggest obstacle to 
closing this chapter in Israel’s history, 
was the religious and the Orthodox 
parties. The ultra-orthodox, who almost 
always hold ministry seats in any 
government, were careless about Herzl, 
his legacy and his children. But even the 
religious party did not want to deal with 
this issue. 

Chief Rabbi Amaar, aware of all the 
obstacles, took his time and much care 
in studying the facts presented in this 
case.  

On June 18, 2006, Mr. Ariel Feldstein 
began to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel.   In a meeting with Chief Rabbi 
Amaar, the Rabbi expressed his main 
concern which centered on Hans’ 
conversion to Christianity and his 
suicide. Mr. Feldstein was quick to point 
out that, toward the end of his life, Hans 
came back to Judaism, even becoming a 
member of a synagogue in London. 
Chief Rabbi Amaar took this 
development to heart, admitting that one 
who was born Jewish remains Jewish to 
the end of his/her life, even if he or she 
converts to another religion.  Yet, weeks 
later, while in London, he visited the 
named synagogue where he verified all 
the facts. 

His other concern was Hans’ suicide. 
Again, it was Mr. Feldstein who 
explained to the Chief Rabbi the nature 
of the mental illness that the children 
inherited from their mother. The Rabbi’s 
next question was whether the mother, 

Herzl’s wife, was a good, kosher, Jewish 
woman. A new envoy was sent to 
Vienna to verify all the facts to the 
Rabbi’s satisfaction. 

Mr. Feldstein learned, from the Chief 
Rabbi, that although Jews who commit 
suicide are not permitted within the 
cemetery, there is a provision for cases 
of mental health, when one takes his 
own life because of insanity or even 
temporary insanity.  Mr. Feldstein was 
quick to point out that Hans was very 
close to his sister, and no doubt, lost his 
mind for a time as a result of his deep 
grief. 

The other issue that emerged was their 
Jewish burial in the Jewish Cemetery in 
Boudreaux, France. In this instance, 
Chief Rabbi Amaar conducted his own 
inquiry. 

Rabbi Cohen, who buried the children in 
1930, had passed away. In order to learn 
more about his credentials, Chief Rabbi 
Amaar contacted the Chief Rabbi of 
France, Hayem Sitrouk, to discuss Rabbi 
Cohen’s ordination, and his knowledge 
of Jewish law. He did not rest until all 
the answers satisfied his concerns. 

More inquiries and responses followed 
in the succeeding weeks, requested by 
Chief Rabbi Amaar, but in the end, he 
did issue the Pasak halacha that 
empowered the government to bring 
home the remains of Herzl’s children. 

When Mr. Feldstein was asked how he 
found so much energy, patience and the 
tenacity to carry on this mission for over 
six years, he said. “Every time, when I 
thought that my quest was hopeless, I 
opened the Altneuland written by this 
great man [Herzl] and re-read the last 
two sentences: “Dreams are not so 
different from Deeds as some may think. 
All the Deeds of men are only Dreams at 
first. And in the end, their Deeds 
dissolve into Dreams.” 

Indeed, it took a great man like Herzl to 
give us our dreamland, the Jewish land, 
and another dreamer, a native of this 
Jewish land, to fulfill 
Herzl’s will. 

 
~ Miriam Yekutiel 

Football pool...Baseball pool…. 
Car Pool…….. 

Just when you thought you’d 
heard it all... 

How about baby Kalev pool? 

Send in a donation of $5.00 with 
your pick of time, date & sex                

of baby Kalev and win the pool. 
You will then have your choice of 

where you would like the pool 
money to be donated. 

 

 
All entries & checks 

must be to the 
Temple  office no later than 

February 1, 2007 

The Hanukkah Stamp, re-
released dreidel design of 
2004, should be available at 
all post offices no later than 
November 15th.  Make sure 

your post office has the 39¢ Hanukkah 
stamp and that they keep a continuous 
supply.  Buy as many as you can and use 
the Hanukkah stamp on all of your mail, 
all year long.  
 
If your post office does not have any 
Hanukkah stamps after November 15th 
and they tell you they won’t be getting 
any, please send an email to the 
Postmaster General: 
pmgceo@email.usps.gov 
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Contributions 
Flower Fund 

for High Holy Days, from Vivian Kalev 
 

General Fund 
 

In honor of the marriage of Alicia and 
Gerald Raskob's son, from Wendy & Joel 
Greenberg 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks,  
from Gabe & Debra Battista 
from Harry & Joanne D'Andrea 
from Claudia & Darren Bartz 
from Mimi & Burt Belsky 
from Glen & Nancy Sapir 
from Ellen & Howard Gershman 
 
In loving memory of Samuel Ost, from Mel 
& Stella Ost 
 
In loving memory of Hannah & Eli Paneth, 
from Kathleen Delamere 
 
In loving memory of her father, Ben and 
her grandparents, Alex and Gussie, Max 
and Raychel, from Gale Schwartz 
 
In loving memory of his mother, Myra 
Cohen, from Richard A. Cohen 
 
In loving memory of her husband, Ralph 
E. Peterson, from Nancy Peterson 
 
For the speedy recovery of Bob Rhode, 
from Jeff Roberts 
 
For the speedy recovery of Ann Elenewich, 
from Jeff and Molly Roberts 
 
In loving memory of his father, J. Ralph 
Stein, from Charles Stein 
 
In loving memory of her mother-in-law 
and her brother-in-law, from Gloria Rettig 
 
In loving memory of her husband, 
Norman, from Hilda Gershman 
 
In loving memory of his mother, Rena 
Sapir, from Glenn Sapir 
 
In loving memory of her father, Max 
Fechenbach, from Susan Loewenberg 
 
In loving memory of Abram H. Bress, from 
Linda & Alvin Silbert 
 
In loving memory of his father, Joseph 
Uffer, from Ira Uffer 
 
In loving memory of his father, David 
Begler, from Simon Begler 

In loving memory of his father, Hyman 
Block, from Dr. Charles Block 
 
In loving memory of his mother, Zelda 
Kravitz, from Richard Kravitz 
 
In honor of Marilyn Arsham's help on the 
anniversary of her bat mitzvah, from Ann 
Rubin 
 
In honor of the passing of the gavel from 
Ellen Gershman to Ron Arsham, from Ann 
Rubin 
 
In loving memory of Benjamin Jaffe, from 
Vivian & Joseph Goldreich 
 
In loving memory of Frieder Rettig, from 
Gloria Rettig 
 
In honor of Iris Gorodess becoming bat 
mitzvah, from Florence & Edward Gross 
 
In loving memory of Martin Stein, from 
Renate Stein 
 
In loving memory of Ethyl Markel, from 
Mark & Patrice Liff 
 
In honor of the baby naming of Hannah 
Gwen Stowell, granddaughter of Elaine 
and Bernard Jacobs, from Sylvia Ross 
 
In loving memory of the Luntz & Myerson 
family, from June Luntz 
 
In loving memory of his father, Jacob 
Goldberg, from David Goldberg 
 
In loving memory of their daughter, 
Sylvia, from Chaim Wachsberger & Liz 
Neumark 
 
In honor of Matthew, son of Lynn and 
David Michaels, becoming bar mitzvah, 
from Naomi & Gerald Eisenberger 
 
With good wishes to Gloria Block, from 
Phyllis Chakranosti 
 

Kiddush Fund 
 

In generosity, from Marc Houslanger 
 

Matthew Fixler Religious School Fund 
 

In loving memory of Ted Marks, from Ann 
& Morris Kablenz 
 
In loving memory of Sol Fried, from Larry 
& Diane Gorelick 

 

Rabbi’s Fund 
 

In honor of Brooke, daughter of Deborah 
and Joseph Carillo, becoming bat mitzvah, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
 
In honor of Brandon, son of Lori and 
Bruce Khederian, becoming bar mitzvah, 
from Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
 
In honor of Katie, daughter of Nancy and 
Bob Oelsner, becoming bat mitzvah, from 
Robert & Muriel Jaffe 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks, from 
Elaine & Bernard Jacobs 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks, from 
Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
 
In loving memory of her father, Jerry 
Ryzak, and her grandmother, Alice David, 
from Vivian Kalev 
 
In loving memory of her mother, Lillian 
Solar, from Phyllis Solar 
 
In loving memory of Ted Marks, from 
Susan & Kevin Prevost 
 
In honor of the birth of daughter Amanda 
Brooke to Janet and Richard Cohen, from 
Wendy & Joel Greenberg 
 
In honor of the baby naming of Hannah 
Gwen Stowell, granddaughter of Elaine 
and Bernard Jacobs, from Robert & Muriel 
Jaffe 
 
In loving memory of Charles Weiner, from 
Elaine Bessen 

 
Religious Fund 

 
In honor of Katie, daughter of Nancy and 
Bob Oelsner, becoming bat mitzvah, from 
Bernice & Jeff Guest 
 
In honor of Mathew, son of Lynn and 
David Michaels, becoming bar mitzvah, 
from Bernice & Jeff Guest 
 

Sanctuary Fund 
 

In loving memory of Leni Sassower, from 
Vivian Kalev 
 
In loving memory of the members of the 
Greenberg and Weinberg families, from the 
Greenberg & Weinberg Families 
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Hanukkah Happenings 
Richard G. Rosenthal JCC  
(600 Bear Ridge Road • Pleasantville, NY 10570 • (914) 741-0333 
Last-Minute Shopping Boutique and Chanukah Crafts-Making   
Sunday, Dec. 10, 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
Still need holiday gifts? Come shop at the JCC for unique gifts from 
local vendors (Judaic items, Israeli jewelry, discovery toys, skincare, 
Venetian glass, fur accessories, handbags and more). Kids make 
their own menorahs and other fun crafts in advance of Chanukah. 
Stations will be set up throughout the building with fun activities for 
kids. Pizza will also be available. 
Crafts will be priced individually, with FREE activities included. 

JCC Mid Westchester 
Menorah Clay Workshop:  Sunday, November 5, 1:30-3:30pm   
Create a ceramic Menorah in time for the first Candle lighting.                      
$40 per person 

KlezKids (KlezKids.org)  
Westchester Klezmer Chanukah performances:   
Monday, December 4, 2006, 6:30 – 8pm 
Warner Library •  121 N Broadway •  Tarrytown, NY 10591-3203 
 
Saturday, December 9, 2006, 7 – 8:30pm 
Croton Library •  171 Cleveland Dr. •  Croton On Hudson, NY 10520 

Queensborough Performing Arts Center  
 222-05 56th Avenue • Bayside, NY 11364  
Tickets: 212-352-3101 • Info: 718-631-6311 
Shirlala Chanukah:  Sunday, December 3, 2pm  
Join Shira for a lively storytelling of Judah Maccabee and the 
Chanukah miracle, followed by spirited and dynamic holiday music in 
many styles: Traditional, Middle Eastern, Ladino, Yiddish, Jazzy 
Lounge, Rock-n-roll, and Hip Hop. Interactive and engaging, Shirlala 
Chanukah hooks both children and parents alike, and leave lasting 
memories of a truly musical holiday. Shira Kline is one of today's 
most talented, inspiring, and creative Jewish educators.   
Appropriate for ages 4-12.  

Chabad of the Rivertowns:  
303 Broadway • Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522 • 914-693-6100 
Shabbat Adventure:  December 16, 10:15 AM - 12:15 pm 
The "Shabbat Adventure" is a special Chanukah edition of their 
monthly Shabbat children’s at Chabad from 10:45 – 12:00 pm. The 
program includes introductory prayer, interactive Parsha, games, 
and a "Kids Kiddush".  

 

 
 

Hanukkah Happenings was compiled by Nina Levine. 

The Jewish Museum   
1109 Fifth Avenue at 92nd Street • New York, NY 
10128 •  
Phone: 212.423.3200 
www.thejewishmuseum.org 
 

Hanukkah Art Fair, Drop-In Art Workshop  
December 10,  Noon-4:00 pm 
Create your own sculptural Hanukkah lamp, design a colorful dreidel, 
listen to stories about the Festival of Lights, and explore the 
Museum's world-famous collection of menorahs.  

Louie & Subanda Concert:   
December 10, 11:15 am-12:15 pm 
Louie & Subanda will perform holiday songs to set danceable 
rhythms from his best-selling CD, Louie Jewish Fiesta.                         
Free with Museum Admission.  For age 3 and up. 

Family Gallery Tours: Treasure Of Light:   
December 10 
As part of the monthly program, Second Sundays, participants will 
explore Treasures of Light a with a Museum educator.  Discover oil 
lamps, Hanukkah lamps, and other treasures in celebration of 
Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights.  A sketching activity is included.  
Free with Museum Admission.  For ages 5 to 12, with an adult.  

Storybook Mondays: Power Of Light:   
December 11, 3:30 pm-4:30 pm 
Experience creative works of art that celebrate the beauty and power 
of light in the special exhibition.  Join us for a special afternoon 
program featuring a thematic storybook reading and an interactive 
children's gallery tour. Discover colors, shapes, animals, and 
treasures through this exciting new experience for young children 
and their adult companions. Free with Museum Admission.                      
For ages 3 to 5, with an adult. 

Hot Peas 'N Butter:  Celebrate Hanukkah! Concert:   
December 17, 2:00 pm 
Sizzle and shake to the multicultural music of Hot Peas 'N Butter (as 
seen on Noggin).  
Enjoy funky twists to Hanukkah favorites. Led by Danny Lapidus and 
Francisco Cotto, this musical mix-everything from Puerto Rican folk 
to American blues-will get everyone in the family groovin' to a 
delicious beat.  $15 per adult; $10 per child, $12 per adult family 
member; $8 child family member.  For age 3 and up. 

Family Celebration:  December 25  
Join us as we turn the Museum over to families for this New York 
holiday tradition!  A huge drop-in arts and crafts extravaganza, live 
music, magic, stories, and gallery activities all add up to a special 
day with your family. Check back for more details as the date draws 
near.  Free with Jewish Museum Admission.  For age 3 and up.  
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Author Anna Levine will 
visit the Hay and post-Hay 

classes at Temple Beth 
Shalom on November 15.  

Copies of her book can be 
purchased at the Barnes & 

Noble book store in               
Cortlandt Center.                        

(Barnes & Noble scrip is 
available in the office). 

Running on Eggs * 
by Anna Levine  
Front Street/Cricket Books, 1999.   

New York Public Library 2000 Best 
Books for the Teen Age; Association of 
Jewish Libraries Jewish Stars 
Recommended List for Books on Israel 
for Elementary School Readers 2005 

It's like when you weighed yourself 
in the morning before a track race, 
Karen thought. As long as you were 
careful not to eat any chocolate 
snacks, the scales remained 
balanced. There was the same 
delicate balance between Jews and 
Arabs. But a little thing, like she and 
Yasmine switching lunchboxes, 
could upset the balance. People 
would start wondering who's right 
and who’s wrong. Or if there ever 
was a right or wrong.                          
(Israel, Grades 5 and up) 

What’s New in Jewish Children’s ‘Lit’ 
submitted by Marilyn Arsham 

 

A suicide bomb attack on a crowded Jerusalem 
bus is the focus of Kass' tense, terrifying debut, 
told from the viewpoints of the passengers and 
their families, friends, and lovers. Among the 
narrators are a German boy wanting to find out if 
his grandfather was a Nazi; a young woman who 
has reclaimed her Jewish heritage, which her 
father denied; and an elderly Holocaust survivor. 
(Israel, Grades. 9-12) 

Real Time * 
by Pnina Moed Kass 
NY Clarion Books, 2004 

Told with Yiddish inflected English, sprinkled with 
familiar Jewish curses and words, Anna Olswanger 
elaborates on the true story of the attempted robbery 
of her great-grandfather’s saloon in St. Louis in 1919.                   
(Holidays, Grades 2-5) 

Shlemiel Crooks  
by Anna Olswanger                               
Illus. by Paula Goodman Koz 
Montgomery, AL: Junebug Books, 2005.  

2006 Sydney 
Taylor Honor 

Book for 
Younger 
Readers 

How did the Ziz, the mythical 
King of the Birds, help the 
Maccabees keep the oil burning 

in the Temple menorah for eight days? 
Find out in The Ziz and the Hanukkah 
Miracle, a third book in a series including 
The Hardest Word, and Noah and the Ziz 
for children, ages 2-8. To learn more, visit 
www.jacquelinejules.com. 

The ZIZ and the 
Hanukkah Miracle  
by Jacqueline Jules  
Kar-Ben Publishing, 2006.  

Winner of the 
2005 National 
Jewish Book 

Award 
 

Do you have a book on a Jewish theme that you 
would like to recommend to our readers? 

Email the information to BuzzLt@aol.com.               
Place ‘Children’s Lit” on Subject line. 

 

* These books are available through the Westchester and 
Mid-Hudson Library Systems.  Visit the website of your 

local library and click on the “Catalog” link. 

 

Esther Nisenthal Krinitz retells 
the story of her childhood in a 
small Polish village through a 
series of  hand-stitched 
embroidered panels.   
(Holocaust Picture Book, Grades 5 
& up) 

Memories of Survival * 
by Esther Nisenthal Krinitz 
and Bernice Steinhardt                
NY Hyperion Books for Children, 2005.  

2006 Sydney 
Taylor Honor 

Book for Older 
Readers 

 

Justine Silver struggles to 
balance her family’s 
expectations that she should be 
Jewish “but not too Jewish.” 
Frustrated, she follows a 
Catholic friend’s example by 
giving up Judaism for Lent, and 
thus begins a search for identity 
and belonging that will resonate 
with readers of all religions. 
(Contemporary Fiction, Grades 4-6) 

Confessions of a 
Closet Catholic*  
by Sarah Littman       
NY Dutton Children’s Books, 2005.   

Winner of the 
2006 Sydney 
Taylor Book 
Award for 

Older Readers 
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A TBS 

Flyer 

STUDY THE QUESTIONS WITH YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY AND THEN                 
ENTER THE CONTEST AT OUR YOM HA’ATZMAUT                                        

(ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE DAY) CELEBRATION.  
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN THE FUN!   

ALL QUESTIONS WILL BE IN ENGLISH;   
NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 
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T E M P L E  T I M E S 
Newsletter Staff: 
Debra Feiman, Editor 
Nina Levine 
Lynn  Michaels 
David Michaels, Advertising Editor   
   
Contributing writers: Marilyn Arsham ~                
Ron Arsham ~ Steve Bettman ~                            
Joel Greenberg  ~ Wendy Greenberg ~ 
Howard Hammer ~ Rabbi Joshua Kalev  
Margaret Liu ~ Lynn Michaels ~                
Georgene Perlman ~ Ann Rubin ~                        
Jill Sanders-DeMott ~ Glenn Sapir ~               
Miriam Yekutiel ~  Carol Zager 

 

The Temple Beth Shalom newsletter is 
published six times per year and is 
provided by and for the membership of 
the synagogue. Neither Temple Beth 
Shalom, nor its members, assumes 
liability for any of the information, 
opinions or suggestions contained herein. 
Articles submitted are subject to editing. 
Contents may not be reproduced without 
written permission from the Temple 
office. We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions. 

We welcome articles and information for 
inclusion in Temple Times. Submissions 
can be sent via email in Word or 
Publisher format to: 
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org, or via fax: 
845.628.1730, or by mail to the Temple, 
mark envelope ATTN: Newsletter. 
 
The deadline for the January/February 
2007 issue is December 15.  Temple 
Times is printed by Xpress Printing. 

 

Yahrzeits 
May Their Memory be a Blessing 

 
 
 

2 November/11 Heshvan 
Alfred Schwartz 
 
3 November/12 Heshvan 
Steven Kantor 
 
5 November/14 Heshvan 
Rose Gelchinsky 
 
6 November/15 Heshvan 
Abraham S. Weiss 
 
8 November/17 Heshvan 
Lillian Solar 
 
9 November/18 Heshvan 
Beatrice Schwartz 
 
10 November/19 Heshvan 
Pearl Michaels 
Hanna Yekutiel 
 
11 November/20 Heshvan 
Daniel Gralla 
Louis Pomerantz 
 
12 November/21 Heshvan 
Theresa Gralla 
Mildred Happ 
Mike Rosner 
 
13 November/22 Heshvan 
Minnie Ekman 
Albert Ofrichter 
 
14 November/23 Heshvan 
Max L. Shulman 
 
15 November/24 Heshvan 
Rose Weissman 
 
16 November/25 Heshvan 
Yetta Gunzburg 
Abraham Kuropatwa 
Samuel Posner 
 
20 November/29 Heshvan 
Aleck Pollack 
 
 

22 November/1 Kislev 
Louis Holzman 
Harold Rosner 
 
23 November/2 Kislev 
Blanche W. Axelrod 
Stella Timon 
 
24 November/3 Kislev 
Solomon David 
 
25 November/4 Kislev 
William Feibus 
Ira Meyer 
Sylvia Ofrichter 
 
26 November/5 Kislev 
Rachel Podell 
Philip Schectman 
 
27 November/6 Kislev 
Isadore N. Axelrod 
Elaine Zager 
 
28 November/7 Kislev 
Leonard Kaiser 
 
29 November/8 Kislev 
Anna Hammer 
 
30 November/9 Kislev 
Kenneth Feibus 
Bernard Hendler 
 
1 December/10 Kislev 
Nettie Steinberg 
 
4 December/13 Kislev 
Mary Goldberg 
 
5 December/14 Kislev 
Francisca Beck 
 
6 December/15 Kislev 
Seymour Hartman 
 
9 December/18 Kislev 
Murray Garson 
 
11 December/20 Kislev 
Treitek Steinlauf 
 
 

14 December/23 Kislev 
Yetta Uffer 
 
15 December/24 Kislev 
David Lubin 
 
16 December/25 Kislev 
Jack Chupper 
Frances Michaels 
Ann Teplitsky 
 
17 December/26 Kislev 
Samuel Berlin 
Harry M. Browner 
Seymour Uffer 
 
18 December/27 Kislev 
Arthur Heitner 
 
20 December/29 Kislev 
Samuel Weinstein 
 
23 December/2 Tevet 
Harry Schiller 
 
24 December/3 Tevet 
Isaac Cooper 
 
25 December/4 Tevet 
Julia Homelsky 
Louis Sternberg 
 
26 December/5 Tevet 
Libby Seiden 
 
28 December/7 Tevet 
Yaakov Tigershtrom 
 
29 December/8 Tevet 
Samuel Shapiro 
 
30 December/9 Tevet 
Edith Steinlauf 
 
31 December/10 Tevet 
Ethel Carlin 
Aaron Gorelick 
Ethel Pollack 
Evelyn Sparks 
 
 

Newsletter Errors: Occasionally errors 
& omissions are found in the pages of 
Temple Times.   We appreciate being 
notified of any corrections via email: 
newsletter@tbsmahopac.org, or by 
calling the temple office to leave a 
message with Ro, Jean or Melody. A 
newsletter staff member will return 
your call ASAP.  The temple office is 
not responsible for newsletter content.  
Many thanks to our readers,  
The Temple Times Staff 
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MATT BLOOM   
VALERIE BLOOM 

RESTAURANT • APPETIZING • PREPARED FOODS  
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

339 DOWNING DRIVE • YORKTOWN GREEN SHOPPING CENTER 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 10598 

(914) 245-3900 

WELL PUMPS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

GOULDS
Water

Systems

•Water Heaters
•Boilers
•Storage Tanks
•Water Softeners
•Sales
•Service
•Installation

Weekend Service No Extra ChargeWeekend Service No Extra Charge

Insured - Bonded

(845) 628-1288
or

(914) 962-3498

Dave Goldberg
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

ARCHITECTS UNLIMITED 
A Greenberg Design Group 

Architects - Planners - Designers 
Two Muscoot Road North 

Mahopac, NY 10541 
T—(845) 628-6613 F—(845) 628-2807 

Residential—Commercial 
Municipal Board Approvals 

Joel Greenberg—AIA, NCARB 
Email: jglarch@bestweb.net  
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Ben Gruber, Inc. 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS 

6 XAVIER DRIVE 
YONKERS, NY 10704 

(914) 965-3013 

WOODBINE AVENUE 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541

(845) 628-8518 

ERIC GRUBER 
BEN GRUBER 

N.Y.C (718) 515-7560 
FAX (914) 965-0419 
Email: Adjusters@bengruber.com 
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Benjamin A. Dancygier, D.D.S. 
3630 Hill Boulevard, Suite 401 
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
914-245-7100 
www.DoctorBenDDS.com 

Practice limited to Dentistry for Children 

Freight Liquidators 

Route 6,  Mahopac, NY           845-628-7930 

● Furniture  ● Carpeting   ● Ceramic Tile  
● Laminate Floors  ● Wood Floors   

● Window Treatments  

Bill - Sales Manager 
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DESIGNER FRAMES ● PROFESSIONAL EYE EXAM ● CONTACT LENSES 

Mon. - Sat  10:00-9:30 
Sun.            11:00-6:00 

650 Lee Blvd. 
Jefferson Valley Mall 
Yorktown, NY 10598 
Tel:   (914) 245-8111 
Fax:  (914) 245-1826 
www.sterlingoptical.com 

Buy One 

Get One Free 

A registered trademark of Emerging Vision, Inc. 

GERALD V. RASKOB, D.D.S. 
GENTLE DENTAL CARE 

 

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
COSMETIC BONDING • ROOT CANAL • DENTURES 
NITROUS OXIDE SEDATION • CROWNS & BRIDGES 

845-278-9080 
530 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 
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♦ Tile Tools and Supplies 

♦ Expert Personal Service 

♦ Design Assistance  

♦ Exclusive and Largest 
Selection in Area 

♦ Same or Next day availability 

♦ Delivery available 

544 ROUTE 6  
MAHOPAC 

(845) 628-5654 

3004 ROUTE 6 
CORTLANDT MANOR 

(next to Kohl’s) 
(914) 526-4742 

Your Tile Source for Style, Selection and Service 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  

Importers and Distributors of Fine Ceramic and Stone Tile 

♦ All types of Ceramic &  
Porcelain Tiles for Walls and 
Floors in Stock 

♦ Decorative Tile in Stock 

♦ Tumbled Marble, Tumbled 
Slates and Quartzite in Stock 

♦ Full line of Setting materials 

E L T I 
STRICTLY CERAMIC 

& STONE 

FREE MAILBOX SERVICE 
RENT A MAILBOX FOR 6 MONTHS GET ONE MONTH FREE 

RENT A MAILBOX FOR 12 MONTHS GET TWO MONTHS FREE 

FedEx 
MAIL BOXES ETC.® 

Authorized 

PACKING SERVICE 
MAILBOX SERVICE 

COPIES 
FAX SERVICE 

PASSPORT PHOTOS 
SHIPPING BOXES 

PACKING SUPPLIES 
BUSINESS CARDS 
POSTAL SERVICES 

3663 LEE ROAD, JEFFERSON VALLEY, NY 10535 
914-962-0822 

Ship Center 
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Special times call for  
special treats and  
Cold Stone® has a new selection  
of breathtaking cakes 
perfect for every occasion. 

Midnight Delight®
 

Layers of moist 
devil’s food cake & 
chocolate ice cream 
with chocolate shav-

ings & a layer of 
chocolate fudge 
wrapped in rich, 
fudge ganache 

Distinctively Good Taste in Ice Cream Cakes 

Cutillo’s Restaurant 
Putnam County’s Most Romantic Restaurant 

  Phone (845) 225-8903              1196 Farmers Mills Road
  Fax     (845) 225-8907  Carmel, NY 10512 
  Location: E xit 17 off I- 84.  M ake  Le ft on Rt. 52.   Turn rig ht at blinking  l ig ht,  200 ft on rig ht 

"""" 
European &  American 

Cuisine 
Serving Putnam  County Si nce 1962 

 
PREVENTION—CESSATION—PROTECTION 

 
Join the POW ’R Ag ain st Tob acc o Putn am Coun ty 

Coalition for a h ealth ier c ommunity 
 

H elp reduce the risk of tobacco-rel ated diseases 
by lowering the prevalence of tobacco use in  

Putnam  County  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Even if you  don ’t sm oke, th ose wh o d o affec t  
you r life adversely” 

 
Get invol ved with the Putnam County  

POW’R Against Tobacco Coalition 
Call 1-888-841-P OWR or  visit our website at  

www.powragainsttobacco.org  
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914-621-2111                      Fax 914-621-2727 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michae l E. Bulgia   
Ass is tant Vice Pres ide nt        302 Somers Commons 
Branch Manager             B al dwin Place , NY 10505 

     SHARON                 GARDENS 

A resting place of beauty, 
dignity and caring. 

 
Toll Free : 1-888-536-7426 

Internet: http://www.sharongardens .com 
A Division of Kensico Cemetery  

273 Lakeview Ave., P.O. Box 7, Valhalla, NY 10595 
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KEY FOOD MARKETPLACE OF MAHOPAC 
Rt. 6 & Baldwin Lane 

Mahopac, N.Y. 

Key Food Stores have been family  
owned and operated for more than 60 years.  

As Key Food Marketplace we are excited to be a  
part of the Mahopac community. 

We carry a wide selection of items including  
a full line of Organic, Specialty and Kosher items  

in many of our departments. Stop by and say hello  
and meet our staff members whose job it is to make  

your shopping trip a pleasurable one. 
We also value your comments and  

suggestions on items you would like us to carry. 

KEY 
FOOD 

Store Hours 
Monday - Saturday  7 AM-9 PM 

Sunday 7 AM – 8 PM 
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Magda Bornholz 
Senior Customer Representative 
 

630 Route 6, Mahopac, NY 10541 
(845) 621-0507 ● Fax (845)628-3668 
mbornholz@mahopacnationalbank.com 

South Putnam Animal Hospital 
Quality Pet Health Care  

in a State-of-the-Art Facility 

 

845-628-1834 
230B Baldwin Place Road 

Mahopac, NY 10541 

LAW OFFICES OF 
JOSEPH J. TOCK 

963 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
TEL 845.628-8080 
FAX 845.628.5450 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: 
1978 WILLIAMSBRIDGE ROAD 

BRONX, NY 10461 
WWW.TOCKLAW.COM 

Maimonides Academy 
of  Western Connecticut 

 

  A Contemporary Community Jewish D ay S chool 
 

Mommy & Me classes for 1 and 2 year olds  
Drop-off Two-year-old program 
Full or Half day Nursery and Pre-K 
Full day Kindergarten 
Curriculum for Grades  K-5   

Call us  at 203-748-7129  
103 M iry Brook Road, Danbury, CT 

Minutes  from Brewster Free bus  transportation  
for Kindergartners  and up 

www.mawcschool.org 

Open House 
Every Friday 
2:00 – 3:30
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When you’re planning your 
next Life Event, whether it’s a 
Wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or 

Buying/Selling a home… 
REMEMBER TO LOOK HERE 

FIRST!  

 
The Finest Glatt Kosher 
Chinese Restaurant & Sushi 

1327 North Ave. 
New Rochelle, NY 

Tel:  (914) 637-9363 
Fax: (914) 637-9371 

Catering                                                                                           

EDEN WOK 

 

Teresa J. Rogers  
41 Cindy Lane 
Highland Mills, NY 10930 Phone: (845) 928-7096 

email: tjrogers@aol.com

Âg{x VtÇwÄxãÜ|àxÜÊ
Bar/ Bat Mitzvah candle lighting poetry
exquisite verse composed for your simcha 

ANDREW STEIN VIDEOGRAPHY
(914) 788-4678 

andrew@drewvideo.com 
 

ALAN WEISS PHOTOGRAPHY 
(914) 739-8888 

awphoto@optonline.net 
 
 

3153 Albany Post Road, Buchanan, NY  10511 VI
D

EO
 &

 P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
PH

Y
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Computer Support (HELP!!) 

 

David M. Michaels  
22 Greenway Terr N.  845-528-2233 (P) 
Mahopac, NY 10541  866-334-4406 (F)
David.Michaels@Comcast.net 

♦ Networking 

♦ Software Assistance / Train-
ing (in your home or office)  

♦ MS Office · Windows · 
Quicken · Bank Rec. 
Mailing list management  

MEADOWLAND  
OF CARMEL 

1952 Route 6 Carmel, NY 10512 
(845) 225-8468          Fax (845) 225-2447 

Skyview Professional Suites  ● 530 Route Six  ●  Mahopac, NY 10541 

Over 25 Years  
Experience In All Areas 

 of General Dentistry 
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692 Route Six 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

845-621-1992 

Joseph J. Smith 
Owner/Director 

Preneed Funeral Planning 

Closest Chapel to Temple Beth Shalom 

VÄxtÇxÜá 

RITE 
PRICE 

Quality & Service for the Rite Price! 

Francois Levy 
      President 

Phone (914) 245-7900 
Fax     (914) 243-7440 

3657 Hill Blvd. (Bet. Rt. 6 & Rt. 6N) Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
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898 Route 6  
Mahopac, NY  10541 

Catering and Event Planning 

800-7-GERSKY 

845-621-0696 

845-621-4799 - fax 

www.gerskys.com 

Pure Delicious Food for Your Body, Mind and Soul 

 

 

 

   Howard Gershman 
Director of Catering 

E-mail: howie@gerskys.com 

From the TBS GIFT SHOP!From the TBS GIFT SHOP!  
Visit the gift shop or call LindaVisit the gift shop or call Linda  

Special Orders are welcome… Special Orders are welcome…   
Any special occasion need can be filledAny special occasion need can be filled  

Call or ECall or E--mail Linda at mail Linda at   
(845) 208-3249 or 

Giftshop@TBSMahopac.org  
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WESTCHESTER’S PREMIER WATER FRONT CATERER 

Accommodations for 225 Guests  Waterview Dining  
Elegant lakeside Ceremonies Grand Foyer Featuring Waterfall 
Outdoor Gardens & Cocktail Patio Comfortable Fireplace Lounge 

Hill Blvd. Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
(914) 245-0630 

Tour our Beautiful Grounds @ www.ceola.com 

Specializing  Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s 
with Packages Starting at $60.00 per person 

Discounted Prices For the Guest of Honor and his/her Friends 
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Fresh Meats    Fresh Produce 
Bakery Department with a  

Selection of Kosher/Pareve Cookies 
Full Service Deli     Catering 

Cheese’s from Around The World 
Full Line of Health & Organic Foods 
Fresh Seafood & Sushi Departments 

A full Selection of Gourmet Items 

(914) 245-1262 
3651 Lee Road 

Jefferson Valley, NY 10535 
(across from the Jefferson Valley mall) 

 

Mahopac Pharmacy 

936 South Lake Blvd. 
Mahopac, NY 10541 
845 628-5600 

Open 7 days a Week 
10% Senior Citizen Discount on Prescriptions 

50% Off all Greeting Cards 
Lotto ● Groceries ● Electronics ● Film Developing 

Serving the community for over 16 years 
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 ALL ALERT ALL ALERT   

Alarm & Locksmiths 
CALL US FOR ALL  YOUR SECURITY NEEDS! 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
 SECURITY SINCE 1970 

LIFE SAFETY SYSTEMS INSTALLED AND MONITORED  
BURGLARY, FIRE, HOLDUP, WATER SEN SORS, LOW TEMP  

CELLULAR B ACKUP 
UL APPROVED CENTRAL STATION  MON ITORIN G 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE  

COMMERICAL AND RESIDENTIAL  
LOC KS INSTALL ED, REKEYED, EMT EK, BAL DWIN, A ND ALL MAJOR BRA NDS. ALSO SA FES SOL D & C OM BOS C HA NGED  

HOME AND AUTO LOCKOUT SPECIALISTS 
NYS  LIC ENSE # 12000019102 BONDED & INSURED 

WWW.ALLALERTALARM.COM 

(845) 628-5020 
 Serving all of Putnam County 

We live in Putnam* We shop Putnam* We work in Putnam 
Members of Mahopac Chamber of Commerce 

ALOA, NBFAA, NYB FA 
Glen  Silverstein Pres.  
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Fall 
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1-800-762-8378 
EDUC ATIONAL S ERVIC ES C ENTER 
WWW.ESC TES TPREP.COM  

 

Small  grou ps · Low tuition  
Im prove  100, 150,200+ points  

Powerful test taking tips 
Certifie d teachers 

Celebrating our 30th Anniversary
Given at Te mp le Beth Shalo m 

in Mahopac and over 100 locations  
in NY, NJ, PA NC & FL 

845-356-8963
DISCOUNTS TO  MEMBERS
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CREATIVE KIDS ENRICHMENT 
AN EARLY CHILDCARE AND  

PRES CHOOL LEARNING C ENTER 
Affiliated with Temple Beth Shalom of Mahopac 

 For information ple ase call  
             914-243-2273 

Kosher Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks 
Curriculum includes Jewish traditions and 

holiday celebrations 

ENROLL  
NOW  

W

Ages 6 weeks - 12 y ears   Full and Half day  Kindergarten 
Hours 6:30 am - 7:00 p m   Before and After Schoo l Programs
Flexible Sch edulin g   Summer Programs 
State of Art Security  System   M onthly  Parent’s Night Out 
Certified Teachers     Large Outdoor Playground  

Children’s Comp uters 



 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 
760 ROUTE 6 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 
(845) 628-6133 
www.tbsmahopac.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MAHOPAC, NY 10541 

PERMIT NO. 23 

 

Personalized service 
for all your  transportation needs 

845-628-4357 
Owned by Temple members 

Jane & Mitch Garbo 

SRO 

Airport and Limousine Service  
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