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This week history was made with the signing of the Abraham Accord, an agreement between 
Israel, the UAE and Bahrain, which will have an impact not only on these nations, but also on 
Israel’s relationship with the rest of the world, and perhaps even with the Palestinians. In fact, I 
believe the accord will bring about positive change for our community’s relationship with Israel 
as well. 
 
But before I speak about what lies ahead, I’d be remiss if I didn’t take a moment to point out 
some of the revisionist history that’s been told about the circumstances which produced this 
accord. In the days since it was signed, I’ve read stories that try to undercut the magnitude of 
the moment by suggesting that this accord shouldn’t be called a “peace” agreement, since 
Israel, the UAE and Bahrain were not physically at war. I’ve also heard reports suggesting that 
this accord is really no big deal because the Middle East has been evolving, and it was just a 
matter of time until this day would spontaneously arrive. 
 
Friends, it’s important to call out others when they say things that aren’t true about us and the 
people we care for. But today it may be even more important to speak out when people who 
are aligned with our worldview misspeak. So, let me say this clearly, whether you like him or 
not, this moment would not have happened without the actions of President Trump. Those 
actions include his decision call Palestinians to account for their ongoing attacks against Israeli 
civilians. The decision to move our embassy to Jerusalem. The recognition of Israel’s right to the 
Golan Heights. And the administration’s strenuous defense of Israel at the UN.  
 
Rather than excuse Palestinian actions, or blame Israel as the cause, American policy began to 
hold Israel and Palestinians equally accountable for their actions. And while many warned that 
this would lead to dire consequences, an upsurge in terrorism against Israel and the United 
States, this honest, direct approach opened the door for other nations and organizations to 
begin to follow suit.  
 
An equally important factor leading to this accord was President Trump’s shift of America’s 
Middle East policy away from trying to engage with Iran, and towards Saudi Arabia, Iran’s 
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ideological opponent. If Saudi Arabia had not given its approval, this deal would not have 
happened.  
 
Finally, this accord would not have come without Jared Kushner’s Peace to Prosperity initiative, 
where he worked with Arab leaders throughout the region to create a $50 billion-dollar peace 
dividend as an inducement to bring the Palestinians to the negotiating table. And although they 
once again found a way to say no, this time Israel wasn’t blamed for their rejection. Rather, the 
Arab world held the Palestinians accountable for their actions, and decided that if they weren’t 
going to act in their own self-interest then the rest of the Arab world no longer needed to allow 
themselves to be held hostage, and would move forward in taking care of their own country’s 
needs. So, the bottom line is that President Trump’s policies led to this moment and he 
deserves the credit for this achievement. 
 
Now back to the accord. What makes this third peace treaty between Israel and her neighbors 
different from the previous two? Israel’s first treaty was signed in 1979, and it removed Egypt, 
Israel’s most powerful adversary from the battlefield. The second treaty signed with Jordan in 
1994 secured Israel’s longest border. While both of these historic agreements were worthy of 
celebration, their result was more about ending a state of war, than building a relationship. To 
this day, neither the Egyptian nor the Jordanian people have positive feelings towards Israel. 
They continue to view Israel with anger and distrust. Thus, while those treaties removed armies 
from the battlefield, (no small accomplishment,) they have not resulted in creating any kind of a 
relationship between their peoples. As a result, Israel’s sense of isolation in the region has 
remained unchanged. 
 
This new agreement is based on a completely different premise. Rather than seeking to remove 
enemy troops, the UAE and Bahrain came to Israel with a sense of respect and admiration for 
her people’s accomplishments in areas such as Healthcare, Science, Technology, Energy, the 
Environment, Agriculture and Water. And of course, they also admired Israel’s ability to defend 
herself against anyone who threatened her citizens. Thus, unlike the first two treaties that were 
designed to remove a burden, this accord was signed to establish relationships, create 
partnerships, perhaps even to build friendships. Truly, a “shehechiyanu” moment, a new day 
for Israel in the world. 
But as I said a moment ago, the impact of this accord goes far beyond establishing a 
relationship between these three countries. I believe it has the potential to dramatically 
reshape Israeli society and lead to a more open, tolerant Middle East – where Arab countries 
provide greater freedom to their citizens. I believe that within a short period of time it will 
change European attitudes towards Israel. Finally, I believe that it will even lead to a lessening 
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of tension within our own Jewish community, as some of the major conflicts that divide us are 
resolved. 
 
So, let me explain. With regard to Israel itself, this accord heralds a new day for Israel’s Arab 
minority, providing them with a tremendous opportunity to cultivate business and tourism ties 
with Arab neighbors from these Gulf nations and beyond. Arab Israeli’s economic success will 
not only boost their local communities, it will elevate their standing among Jewish Israelis as 
well, and in the process, create stronger relationships between these communities.  
 
While there are some on the political right who continue to view Israeli Arabs as a potential 
fifth column, the economic success of this deal will shift that perception. Rather than being 
seen as a distrusted community, Arab Israelis will come to be viewed as full partners in Israeli 
society, who contribute their share to their country’s well-being. 
 
Now if we look beyond Israel’s borders towards Africa and Asia, places where Israel has long 
practiced “soft diplomacy” by providing aid in times of natural disaster and sharing their 
agricultural innovations with the people who live in similar climates, in many of these countries 
people already have positive feelings towards Israel, but they have hesitated to be too vocal 
about it, due to the Palestinian issue. But after this decision by the UAE and Bahrain, it would 
not be surprising to see many of these countries line up to build relationships of their own. In 
the coming year, we may well see dozens of countries formally recognizing Israel and 
exchanging ambassadors. 
 
Meanwhile in Europe, where Israel is judged by a different set of standards than any other 
nation on earth, and BDS is accepted as a reasonable social justice cause, this accord will make 
Europe’s rejection of Israel a little bit harder to justify. After all, if the Palestinian’s largest 
financial supporters, their Arab neighbors, are openly engaging in commerce and trade, how 
will Europeans continue to justify their calls to Boycott, Divest and Sanction Israel. When the 
outcry of “outsiders” (Europeans) becomes louder than the voices of family members, at some 
point those outsiders need to reconsider what they’re doing. And if they don’t, they need to be 
honest and recognize that their attitude might be less about the plight of the Palestinians, and 
more about latent anti-Semitism. 
 
In a similar way, this accord strikes a blow against the anti-Israel culture that is prevalent on our 
college campuses, as well as in left-wing social justice organizations, who will also be forced to 
consider if their support for the Palestinians is truly a fight for social justice. 
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Interestingly, the accord will also create a bulwark against Islamaphobia by showing that Arabs 
and Jews who, as descendants of Abraham, are members of the same family, need not see each 
other as enemies. It will open the door to creating more opportunities for Moslem and Jewish 
communities to interact and seek common cause. And as I learned from my time at the 
Hartman Institute, this is actually something that Moslem Americans are seeking. They see the 
success that Jews have found in America as a role model for what their community is striving 
for. And they’re anxious to build stronger relationships and learn from us.  
 
Finally, this accord between Israel and her Arab neighbors, and the changes it brings in the 
months ahead, will steadily increase pressure on the Palestinian leadership to acknowledge the 
failure of Yasser Arafat’s strategy of rejection, and push them to finally negotiate a framework 
for peace between themselves and Israel.  
 
Indeed, at the end of the day the biggest winner of the Abraham Accord may not be Israel, the 
UAE or Bahrain. The biggest winner might be the Palestinian people who will no longer be 
treated as sacrificial lambs by their leaders, but instead will have the opportunity to build better 
lives for themselves and their families alongside of Israelis, who will have one less enemy on 
their border. 
 
And, one more outcome. I believe that this accord has the potential to profoundly transform 
our American Jewish community. Instead of the current situation where too many Jews, 
especially among the younger generations, feel like they’re forced to choose between being 
pro-Israel or pro-Social Justice, a resolution of the Israeli Palestinian conflict will enable all of us 
to identify as both lovers of Israel and champions of Social Justice – two values at the core of 
our Jewish identity. 
 
Now I’m pretty sure that some of you are sitting at home thinking that at some point along the 
way, I went too far; that I stopped offering a realistic analysis and turned into a dreamer; that 
it’s not possible after decades of hatred and war, for people to go from being enemies, to 
becoming good neighbors. And you might be right.  
 
But I can’t help thinking about the first and second World Wars, and the millions of French and 
Germans who died at each other’s hands. After all of that death and destruction, the idea that 
there could ever be an open border between those two countries must sound totally ridiculous. 
And yet… sometimes ridiculous wins. 
 
Friends, we stand here today in a broken world, at the dawn of a new year; a time when 
anything is possible. May we look toward the future with a sense of hope and optimism. May 
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we dedicate our hearts and hands, our words and deeds, to bringing peace and prosperity to 
our neighbors and friends. Let us follow the admonition of our prayer book which calls us to 
pray for “Peace – profound and lasting, all-embracing.  
 
To Israel your people, God, to us and our families, and for all our world, may we be blessed with 
peace from the plagues we inflict upon each other; and peace from the plagues that our world 
inflicts on us. Hear our prayers, God, and bless our world with peace.  Amen. 


