
DEAR FRIENDS,
One of our tradition’s quintessential stories describes Abraham sitting at the entrance of his 
tent in the heat of the day. When he spies three figures off in the distance, rather than watch 
them journey on through a desert at noon, he runs out to greet them. He settles them in a cool 
place and brings them water to refresh their body, while Sarah prepares a meal to restore their 
soul. More than a brief respite, Abraham and Sarah welcome them into their home with acts that 
reveal the quality of their character.

This last year it’s often felt like we’ve been the ones 
traveling through a desert in the heat of the day. That’s 
why we’re so proud of our community and we feel the 
blessings of comfort and joy when we have gathered 
together.

This year, our community’s commitment to each other has 
shined in new ways. While we couldn’t gather in person, 
we’ve connected on Zoom and reached out by phone. 
Like Abraham, when we’ve seen a need, we responded. 
We fed the hungry, supported doctors in their work of 
healing, given of ourselves by donating blood, watched our children continue to learn,  
been uplifted in song and prayer, and witnessed our community continue to grow.

Despite the challenges, this year has brought out the best in us as we’ve moved  
beyond the physical limitation of brick walls and redoubled our commitment to our 
community by creating space for our congregation in our hearts and homes.

Each year brings its own unique needs and challenges. But we know that through the  
generosity of our hearts and hands, through the gifts of time and treasure, our community  
will continue to extend its blessings to each of us, bringing Jewish values and teachings  
into our homes and beyond.

On behalf of our congregation and community, thank you for the contributions you’ve  
made to Temple Beth-El enabling us to reach our 150th year, and for the support  
and gifts you will continue to share as we build our future together. We are truly  
blessed by your presence!

L’Shalom,

Rabbi Sidney Helbraun
Rabbi Ari Moffic
Cantor Adam Kahan

During this difficult time,  
Temple Beth-El has been a  
place of sustenance and shelter; 
upholding and supporting one 
another through life’s  
challenges.

3610 Dundee Road, Northbrook, IL 60062  •  (847) 205-9982  •  TempleBeth-El.org
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Community Commitment replaces our traditional dues structure and Free Will 
donations with an annual financial commitment from each member. 

For existing members this commitment should be based upon previous giving.  
For new members this commitment should be based upon guidance provided 
by Temple Beth-El. 

Our Congregation has adopted this program to streamline member giving, 
improve the temple’s financial planning, and enable our members to give from 
their heart with a commitment which is affordable and meaningful. 

We trust that each household will make a meaningful commitment. 

For our 2021–2022 budget, Temple Beth-El must secure $1,100,000 from our 
Community Commitment to enable the temple to provide the level of services  
and connections to our temple community that we strive to achieve. 

We are fortunate that Temple Beth-El has a generous community. We rely 
on this generosity for the financial sustainability of our congregation and 
community.

Get to know our new 
financial commitment 
program.COMMITMENT



OUR 2021–2022 BUDGET
Financial transparency is essential so that our Temple Beth-El community can make an informed 
commitment decision that balances our budgetary needs with what is comfortable for each 
family. 

Temple Beth-El’s 2021–2022 annual operating budget expenses (excluding school expenses) 
divided by the number of families in our congregation results in a sustaining amount of $2,800. 

This sustaining amount is the average needed per family commitment to fund the portion of our 
operating budget which was traditionally funded through dues and our Free Will donations. 

We hope that this past generosity continues and that our members commit to contributing as 
close to or exceeding this sustaining amount.

TIERS OF COMMITMENT

 42%  Clergy and  
Ritual Services

 25%  Office and  
Admin

 20% Facility
 2% Other
 11%  School & 

Educational

 79%  Community 
Commitment

 13% Other Revenue
 8% School Revenue

EXPENSESINCOME

The recommended sustaining commitment is $2,800 per Family.  

Commitment Level Range
Shomeir — Guardian Over $10,000
Dor L’Dor — Generation to Generation $4,001–$10,000
Kavod — Honor $2,800–$4,000
Chessed — Loving Kindness $1,901–$2,799
Someich — Support $550–1,900

Your annual Community Commitment 
replaces your prior financial 
commitments including:
• Dues 
• Free Will donation 
• Building Fund contribution
• Security fee

Other gifts paid separately, when 
applicable: 
• Religious and Hebrew School  

educational fees
• B’nai Mitzvah
• Memorial giving
• Men’s Club and Sisterhood dues
• Any outstanding balances remain due

Religious & Hebrew School fees on back 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q: Why did Temple Beth-El change from annual dues and Free Will?
A: We believe, and other synagogues have discovered, that enabling our members to self-direct 
their annual giving is both a way to provide our current membership with a sense of ownership in 
the Temple’s wellbeing as well as a competitive way to attract new members. This new approach 
allows each household to remain connected to our community and accommodates all financial 
circumstances. 

Q: How will members know the amount to commit for the upcoming year?
A: A “Sustaining Amount” has been determined based upon our budgeted expenses for the 
year, divided by the number of member families. Members will be provided the amount of their 
giving from prior years. We will request giving at the Sustaining Amount or an increased amount 
over their last year’s giving, whichever the member is most able to commit and is most generous. 
Currently, the majority of our members donate an amount in addition to their annual dues. We 
anticipate that our members will continue their past generosity by committing equal to or greater 
than their previous giving.

Q: Is the Community Commitment optional? 
A: No. We expect that every member will continue to participate in financially supporting our 
temple. We depend upon our entire community to ensure that our temple has the financial 
resources to meet our annual budgetary needs. Please complete the enclosed Community 
Commitment pledge form and return to Temple Beth-El by June 24, 2021.

Q: Will members’ annual commitment amounts be confidential? 
A: Yes. The exact amount of your annual commitment will remain confidential and will not be 
disclosed to our temple community.
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EARLY BIRD EDUCATIONAL FEES  
FOR 2021–22**
Sunday Religious School for K–6th grades $575
Friday Religious School $575
Tuesday Hebrew School for 3rd–6th grades* $500
Private Hebrew Tutor (instead of Tuesday)* $1,200
Religious/Hebrew School for 7th grade $800
8th–12th grades  $170
*Must also be enrolled for Religious school
**Early Bird discount applies until June 24.

Refer to the registration email you received to register  
for Religious and Hebrew School.  
Or email sfarwell@templebeth-el.org

3 WAYS TO MAKE A COMMITMENT

1

2

3

Please complete the enclosed form and 
return it by mail to Temple Beth-El.

Go online to:  
https://templebeth-el.org/membership

Fax your completed form to:  
847-205-9921

Please make your pledge by June 24, 2021

Questions?
Contact Executive Director  
Janice Hadesman 

 jhadesman@TempleBeth-El.org
 (847) 205-9982, x211


