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Events for February 

 
All programs will be held on Zoom. 
 
New Programs in the Month of February: 
Zoom - A New Take on Purim Part I - Wednesday February 10th from 7:30-8:30pm 
Zoom - A New Take on Purim Part II - Wednesday February 17th from 7:30-8:30pm 
Zoom Erev Purim Program on Thursday February 25th from 7:30-8:15pm 
Zoom Purim Program on Friday February 26th from 2:30-3pm 
 
New Programs in the Month of March: 
Prepping for Passover 3-part series: 3/10, 3/17, 3/24 from 7:30-8:30pm 
Zoom 1st Night Passover Seder on Saturday March 27th beginning at 7pm.   
 
Ongoing programs continuing in the month of February:  
Twice weekly Talmud on Mondays and Wednesdays from 5-5:30pm 
Monday Night Tehilim at 7:30pm 
Tuesday Night Adult B'nai Mitzvah Course at 7:30pm 
Wednesday Lunch & Learn at 12:30pm 
Hebrew for Everyone on Wednesdays from 2-3pm 

 

Additional Activities 

 
Sisterhood Zoom Meeting                                   p. 5 

Sisterhood Monthly Book Club                            details in email 

 

 

Remember to check online calendar  at  https://tbdga.org/events/ and TBD News 
emails for clarification and for additional activities.  

mailto:mailto:templebd@att.net
https://tbdga.org/events/2020-08/
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President’s Message 

Dear Fellow Congregants –  

 

We have entered the secular new year of 2021 with both hope for the 

future as well as the distress of watching political events unfold.  I 

sincerely hope that where ever you stand on the political spectrum, we 

can all come together as a unified TBD family.  Even though we are 

physically separated, I know that I can depend on my TBD family for 

support and comfort – please continue to reach out to one another in 

any way you feel comfortable. 

 

Thank you to all our TBD youth and our ISJL fellow who participated in 

the Friday service on 08JAN2021.  The joy and enthusiasm of our 

youth brought a smile to my face as I watched their videos.  If you 

missed the service, please take some time to watch the recording on 

our YouTube channel.  It will bring you hope for the future! 

Our January Town Hall meeting was held on 21JAN2021.  I intend to 

keep scheduling these meetings to give all congregants the opportu-

nity to have their voices and opinions heard in an open forum.  While I 

cannot promise to implement every idea put forward, all will be consid-

ered for implementation. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the newest members 

of the Temple Beth David family:  Rabbi Jeff and Mindy, and welcome 

back to Margo and Jerry.  We are glad that you have joined us and 

hope that soon we can meet in person and give you the welcome that 

you deserve.  Until then, please join us for any and all of the virtual 

services and educational offerings. 

 

Rabbi Jesse has added more educational offerings to our virtual world.  

Twice weekly Talmud classes have already started.  More value for 

your TBD membership!  These are in addition to the continuing weekly 

Tehilim, Lunch & Learn, Introduction to Judaism and Hebrew for all 

classes, as well as Shabbat services.  Join them as you are able – not 

only will you learn something in an enjoyable environment, you will 

have the opportunity to meet other TBD members who you may not 

know well. 

 

Building maintenance and repairs are starting.  A big thanks to Bobby 

Horowitz who has met with countless contractors and service person-

nel to get bids and contract proposals.  Also, we have begun the proc-

ess of selling the property known as the ―SHAC.‖  The first step is hav-

ing the property surveyed, and we are awaiting our turn in the queue. 

 

We have now passed the halfway point of the Temple Beth David fiscal 

year.  To those of you who are current in your financial membership 

obligations – thank you for your support!  If you have an outstanding 

balance, please pay as you are able – contact Laura Friedman, Treas-

urer with any financial concerns that you may have.  Our buildings are 

now 20 and 30 years old and are in need of repair and maintenance.  

Please make payments to any outstanding Building Fees or consider 

making an extra donation to add to our maintenance coffers.  Dona-

tions may be made by check to our P.O. Box 865, Snellville, GA 30078, 

by credit card through your Rakefet account  

(https://us.rakefetonline.com/#/login), or through the TBD website 

(https://tbdga.org/donation/). 

 

On the pandemic front – the rate of positivity in our area is still fairly 

high despite the roll-out of the EUA vaccines.  Several of our members 

have either started or completed the series.  Please schedule yourself 

for vaccination as you are able and there is sufficient local inventory.  

We are nowhere near stopping the spread of this disease.  One of the 

Emory Healthcare Infectious Disease physicians put it very well after 

the FDA EUA approvals –―there is a light at the end of the tunnel; but 

the tunnel is very long and very dark.‖  Please continue to observe CDC 

guidelines and, use this mantra from Emory Healthcare. 

Please continue to practice the 3Ws: 

 

Wear your mask 

Wash your hands 

Watch your distance 

 

Shalom 

Judi Kern 
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We all need more joy in our lives. Thank God this month we have Purim. Purim is one of the most joyous days on our 

calendar. Why is Purim so joyful? We recount the story of Esther, a tale of the power of the human spirit, of coopera-

tion, and of faith. God is not mentioned in Megillat Esther, the scroll of Esther, yet God is not absent. This month of 

Adar that we will be entering reminds us of our strength, our resolve, and the importance of putting faith in one an-

other.  

 

The tale of Purim begins with Vashti, the first Queen of King Achashverosh. Growing up the simplified story I was told 

was that Queen Vashti was evil and banished for disobeying the order of the King. Why was Queen Vashti evil? She did 

not concern with others. She refused to attend a party and this action, I was informed, was characteristic of her more 

general disregard of others. She did not believe in, or practice, hachnas at orchim. Queen Vashti was not a gracious 

hostess or a compassionate leader.  

 

There are always more sides to the story. As an undergrad one of my mentors encouraged me to take another look at 

this story, at the character of Vashti in particular. We can be so quick to jump to a negative conclusion. The world we 

live in is not black and white. Elsewhere in our Jewish tradition Vashti is understood as a woman with a great deal of 

self-esteem and self-respect. There are stories that explain Vashti‘s refusal to acquiesce to the King‘s demand is in 

effect an act that protests the idea that women are property. Vashti, some sources cite, was being commanded to at-

tend a party in a way that would degrade her. Vashti showed strength in her willingness to rise up and say ‗I am worthy 

of better treatment than this‘ despite the consequences.  

 

The Purim story is also a story of growth and transformation. How quick are we to judge a person based upon their past 

actions or words? How often do we truly allow people to change? King Achashverosh may have started out as an imma-

ture, mean, and chauvinistic ruler, not to mention a despicable husband. Does he remain on this path? No, he makes 

teshuvah along the way. By the time he meets and marries Esther, he becomes a King capable of compassion. Esther 

places her faith and trust in him, revealing her true identity – an act that could have gotten her killed – and he re-

sponds with love and a resolve to right the wrongs he had made in the past. 

 

Purim is a story about the joy that comes from taking pride in oneself and one‘s community. Evil exists, antisemistim 

exists, these are not the reasons to be good or to be Jewish. We choose goodness and we choose Judaism because it 

strengthens us, because it adds purpose and meaning to our lives, and because faith in God and faith in people mat-

ters to us. Join me this month for a two-part Zoom series on new ways to look at what you may have thought you knew 

about the Purim story. Most importantly I hope that Purim reminds us all to look at life more positively. If we can do this 

we will reach a deeper and more sustained experience of joy.  

 

B’simchah, 

Rabbi Jesse 

480-619-3344 

Rabbi’s Message 

Disclaimer:  Until our health emergency ends and we feel that it is safe for us to open our building and all be to-

gether again, all classes, clubs and get-togethers that individual members want to hold on their own in homes or 

other locations will not be sanctioned by the synagogue. The congregation assumes no liability for any illnesses or 

injuries resulting from these events. 

TBD Policy Regarding Gatherings 
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February Recipe 

 
Purim starts the evening of February 25th. This month‘s recipes include various Hamentashen Recipes.  You 

can do a major short cut or you can do a deep dive or a mixture. Enjoy lots of delicious pastries either way 

and think about how Hamen, a wicked man, was stopped by Esther with assist from her Uncle Mordecai.  

 

HAMENTASHEN 

 

Short cut dough choices:  

-Refrigerated, ready to bake Cookie Dough: use sheets and cut out circles or pinch off walnut size balls and 

roll or smash flat into circles 

-Pie crust: comes in sheets. Dip a glass in flour and cut out circles 

-Empanada discs sold in refrigerated packages   

 

Short cut fillings: Cans of fruit fillings or jam or chocolate kisses or pie filling 

 

Simple Dough: 

 

2 1/2 cups all purpose flour 

1/2 cup sugar 

1/2 cup oil 

2 eggs, beaten 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

2 1/2 Tablespoons orange juice or water 

 

1. Mix ingredients together. It is easier to work after it is covered and refrigerated a couple of hours.  

2. Roll flat, as thin as possible or take a walnut size piece of dough and flatten it. Cut into 2 1/2-3 inch circles 

using a glass or cookie cutter.  

3. Add a spoonful of filling to each circle.  

4. Dampen the edges of the circle and bring up the sides to make a triangle. Google this if you are confused.  

5. Crimp edges together and place hamentashen on a cookie sheet.  

6. Bake in a preheated 350 F degree oven about 30 minutes. Makes about 4 dozen pastries. 

 

Suggestions: roll out dough between two pieces of wax paper 

Use parchment paper on cookie sheet for easy clean up. 

 

Amazing Dough: (this was my grandmother‘s recipe. Spectacular!) 

 

1 cup margarine or butter 

1/2 cup sugar 

1/2 teasp. salt 

2 Tablesp. Grated lemon rind 

2 eggs 

1 Tablesp. Or package yeast 

1 cup light sour cream 

4 cups sifted flour 

 

1. Dissolve yeast in sour cream, blend well.  

2. Cream shortening, add sugar, salt, lemon rind and eggs 

3. Add yeast mixture and blend thoroughly. Using mixer is ok 

4. Add flour, mixing until it draws away from bowl. At this point, mix by hand 

5. Cover and chill at least 3 hours or 3 days or a week or freeze well covered. 

 



Page 5 Chai Lights Temple Beth David 
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In our virtual worlds, let‘s keep warm together this February! Check out our Sisterhood program offerings this 

month…. Join in the fun. 

As this letter goes to press, we are anticipating an exciting learning opportunity with Karin Cohen (Rebbetzin 

Shira‘s sister) who agreed to lead a financial workshop on Zoom.  Ms Cohen is VP- Financial Consultant for 

Charles Schwab in Sandy Springs. Through this workshop, she offered information to increase our financial 

literacy and confidence around money issues. 

Our February virtual gathering will be on the 14th at 12:30, in celebration of Purim.  Although we will all miss 

those delicious hamantaschen baked with love by our Sisterhood, our member, Martha will be demonstrating 

a short cut to making your own cookies. Fran will be leading our group in a short ―chat‖ to find out what every-

one has been up to over the last month.  You don‘t want to miss this opportunity to check in with your ―Sisters‖ 

and learn a new recipe for the holiday. 

The Sisterhood Book Club will be meeting this month.  Watch your emails for the selected book and location.  It 

will be held outdoors with social distancing and all participants must have masks.  Please bring your own lawn 

chair.  As always, this will be a lively discussion with everyone‘s thoughts and opinions respected. 

Please note that Sisterhood dues of $18 are due.  This money goes towards Sisterhood activities, donations to 

the community, and supporting special projects at TBD. Mail your check to Toby Michelson at 505 Alden Drive, 

Decatur, GA  30030.  Any Venmo payments can be sent @ Toby-Michelson. 

Thank you for supporting Sisterhood! 

 Sisterhood 

February Recipe (continued) 

6. Allow dough to warm 1-2 hours before rolling and cutting into circles. Dough should be rolled quite thin.  

7. Add filling, dampen edges, shape into hamentashen and crimp edges together, leaving a small opening at 

top to see filling.  

Place on a cookie sheet. 

8. Glaze with beaten egg and allow to rise a bit.   

9. Bake 325-350 F about 20 minutes. 

 

Grandma‘s Filling for Hamentashen  

 

Put through food grinder: 

1 cup pitted prunes 

1 cup raisins 

1 cup nuts 

1 cup cocoanut 

Add: 

Juice of 1/2 lemon 

1 scant cup orange marmalade 

Scant 1 1/2 cup honey (account for moistness of fruit) 

1/2 cup fine bread crumbs 

1/4 teasp. Salt 

Blend all thoroughly. Modify to taste. 

This fills about 90 Hamentashen  
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Amazon Smile 

As we continue to practice social distancing and possibly shopping more from home than in person, please consider using 

Temple Beth David‗s Amazon Smile link. We have reinstated our account and just through shopping as you have always 

done, we received $41.24 this past quarterfor a YTD total of $151.02 directly into our operating account! 

If you select TBD as your designated charity, we receive 0.5% of eligible purchases. This is a seamless and easy way for 

you to makeadditional donations to our General Fund to defray our temple‗s operating costs. 

The link below will take you smile.amazon.com in support of TBD and eliminate the search for among almost a million 

other organizations. There are at least 8 other Temple Beth David‗s listed! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-1558972 

Once you register, all you need to do is make your purchases through www.smile.amazon.com (change your favorites 

bookmark!) –and that is it. 

Or—if you have a smart phone and the Amazon Shopping app—there is now a way to link to Amazon Smile so that you can 

benefit TBDwithout going through the above link. Click here https://bit.ly/TBD-smile to set this up. We thank you for your 

participation. 

AmazonSmile customers can now support Temple Beth David in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android mobile 

phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations. 

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 

2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings' 

3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process 

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app, update your app. 

For those of you who don‘t know why FAMILY NEEDS was formed – here‘s why.  We reach out to families who experience loss of a loved one 

or who are going through a serious or not so serious illness. 

 

If you are taking care of an adult or a child with an illness and suddenly find yourself without food in your house because you haven‘t had 

time to go to the grocery store – call us.  Give us a list and some money and we‘ll shop for you.  If you have a conflict getting children/adult to 

a doctor or a sports event at the same time and don‘t have someone to drive – call us.  I can‘t guarantee we can help – but we sure will try.  

We want to take some of the burden off your shoulders. 

 

If a close relative has passed away – call Rabbi Jesse (480-619-3344) or me (Wendy Fine 770-962-6486 – home – 678-431-2200 – cell) to 

make arrangements.  If you must go out of town – let us know and we can send a platter of food to be delivered after the funeral or for a 

shiva service wherever you are.  If it‘s local – we do the same thing.  If you are having a shiva service for 1, 3 or 7 days we can make sure 

that you will have someone (usually Rabbi Jesse) to lead prayers and also make sure that there is food (usually dessert items) for afterwards. 

 

We work with the family and your friends to make sure that you get the comfort, care and help that you may need.  We also send sympathy 

and gets well cards as needed. 

 

We don‘t ask that you pay for any of this, but we can always use donations to help cover the cost.  Your donations ―in memory of‖ ―in honor 

of‖ ―congratulations‖ or ―get well‖ are our only source of funds for this service.  If you donate please send it to Laura Friedman, TBD treasurer 

at P O Box 865, Snellville GA 30078.  Make sure your check says FAMILY NEEDS somewhere on the check, so it goes into the right account.  

Laura will make sure that the person or family you are helping will get a card stating your donation (but not the amount).  These donations 

will be listed, again, in our monthly bulletin.  Believe me – the families you are helping will very much appreciate everything you can do to 

help.  This also ensures that we can continue to do our work. 

 
Please remember one thing – I am NOT a mind reader.  Don‘t tell your friends that you need help.  They will sympathize with your and proba-

bly NOT tell me.  I don‘t want anyone to feel that they are not important and that we don‘t care.  We do!!!! 

 

Wendy Fine wendyfine8@gmail.com – the best way to reach me 

770-962-6486 – home phone – because I always pick up messages 

678-431-2200 – cell phone – last resort because I never know where I‘ve left my phone 

Family Needs 

about:blank
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Have a special event you want to brag about? Graduation, job promotion, engagement, new baby… send us 

the information so we can all kvell together! Email your submissions to Anne Finkelman at finkelmanA@aol.com. 

Temple Beth David 

Lifecycles 

2/01/19-Melissa Greenhurt – TBD member, Scott Green-

hut sister 

2/03/06 -Linda Norfleet-friend of Judi Kern 

2/4/13 -Charlotte Ferguson-cousin of Sonia Freidus 

2/05/12-Flora Hessling-friend of Bobby Horowitz 

2/07/49-Phillip Schiller-grandfather of Judi Kern 

2/7/18 – Iris Taussig – sister of Steven Ely 

2/7/18 – Rosemary Norris – Friend of Jackie Fletcher-

Horowitz 

2/10/12-Jeff Michaels-TBD member 

2/11/05-Louis Yakrus-TBD member 

2/12/86-Harold Dobrikin-uncle of Judi Kern 

2/12/18 – Ruth Poczik – mother of Bill Kern 

2/13/95-Milton Schiller-father of Judi Kern 

2/13/05-Rosie Bell Wyland-grandmother of Alicia McElhe-

ney 

2/13/18 – David Johnson – uncle of Bill Kern 

2/14/20-EllaBeth Green – wife of Bob Green 

2/16/43-Evelyn Ginsberg – mother-in-law of Bobbie Gins-

berg 

2/17/05-Benjamin Friedberger-father of Lillian Zell 

2/20/99-Eli Cherkas-father-in-law of Evie Cherkas 

2/21/67-Bertha Aspler Weissman-grandmother of Martha 

Whitman 

2/23/98-Edith Silver-mother of Norman Silver 

2/24/19 – Judy Copsey – mother of Tammy Roman 

2/25/85-Belle Rappaport-grandmother of Staci Bernard-

Roth 

2/27/05-Henia Friedberger-mother of Lillian Zell 

2/27/17-Beatrice Darnowsky-aunt of Steve Darnowsky 

2/xx/54 – Steven Williams – father of Keni Woodruff 

February Yahrzeits 

Happy Birthday   

Toby Michelson – February 1 

Patricia Ganger – February 4 

Susan Silver – February 8 

Sarah McElheney – February 18 

Bob Green – February 19 

Bobby Horowitz – February 22 

Mike Roth – February 26 

Judi Epstein – February 28 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Mark & Judi Epstein – February 14 
 
Bobby Horowitz  & Jackie Fletcher– February 
19 
 
Barry & Janet Abis – February 27 
 

 

Mazel  tov !!! 

 

mailto:mailto:finkelmanA@aol.com
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Donations 

Yahrzeit: 

Charlene Sachs in memory of Kathryn Sachs 

Jackie-Fletcher Horowitz and Bobby Horowitz in memory of Ruby Andrews and Gerald Simmons 

Karen Beach in memory of Jeanne Porpa 

Bob Green in memory of Ruth Charlotte Green 

Yolanda Hirsh in memory of Elsie Eagle 

Ronnie Pesserilo in memory of Jack Pesserilo 

 

Building Fund: 

Barbara Freid in memory of Norman Freid 

 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund: 

Margo and Jerry Hunt made a donation. 

 

General Fund: 

Jay and Donna Rodhouse made a donation. 

 

When donating to the Yahrzeit Fund, General Fund, Donald Freidus Memorial Garden Fund, and Rabbi's Discretionary 

Fund, please send donations to Laura Friedman, TBD Treasurer, Temple Beth David, P.0. Box 865, Snellville, GA 30078-

0865. Checks should be made payable to Temple Beth David and please specify on the check or attached note 

which fund you are donating to and in memory/honor of whom. Otherwise, the donation will be applied to the General 

Fund.  

Memorial Garden and Temple Grounds 

I want to Thank all the people of Temple Beth David who have assisted in helping me keep the Memorial Garden in good shape. 

 

Donations have been made in Memory of Zelda Abis, mother of Ronnie Pesserilo and Barry and Janet Abis who recently passed 

away.  Made by Ronnie Pesserilo and Sonia Freidus.  These donations assist, along with others made to allow me to purchase 

items needed to keep the garden looking good as well as being able to purchase plaques when members pass away. 

 

I will be purchasing plaques soon for Norman Freid, Ellabeth Green, Norman Leikach and Maurice Goldstein and am requesting that 

anyone else who would like a plaque put down in memory of a loved one to please let me know.  We do not know yet when we will be 

able to do a dedication service but hopefully it will be soon. 

 

I am planning on extending the garden up to the railroad ties and will need lots of help in doing that so please send me an email 

advising that you are available to assist in this project. (fds77691@gmail.com) 

 

Again, Thank You to all those who help in keeping the Memorial Garden as a beautiful addition to our Temple grounds and a very 

peaceful place to sit and enjoy the outdoors at our Temple.  

 

Submitted by: 

Sonia Freidus 

Alan Levine Scholarship Fund 

The TBD Education Committee sponsors the Alan Levine Scholarship Fund. This Hebrew School Scholarship was created in memory 

of our fellow congregant and friend, Alan G. Levine. Please consider a donation to The Alan Levine Hebrew Scholarship Fund. This 

scholarship is available to pay for a portion of religious school students‘ Hebrew school tuition.  

 

When you send in your donation, please denote the occasion, name of the honoree, and his/her address. A certificate will be sent to 

the concerned party, to inform him/her of your gracious and meaningful donation.  Please send your donations to:  Temple Beth 

David, P.O. Box 865, Snellville, GA 30078, Attention:  Education Dept. 

mailto:fds77691@gmail.com
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Local Advertisers Temple Beth David thanks our local advertisers. 

 Please support them! 

You, too, can Advertise on these Special Pages! 

 Business Card Size Ads Contact Andrea Settles for all the details at andrich98@yahoo.com 

 Special TBD Member Discount: Community Businesses: 

 6 Months - $100.00, 1 Year - $150.00 6 Months - $160.00, 1 Year - $300.00 

 
 
 
 

Lori B. Duff 
Attorney at Law 

 

 

 

 

7730-B Hampton Place 
Loganville, GA 30052 

Telephone: (770) 466-6149 
Facsimile: (770) 466-6505 

loribduff@bellsouth.net 

mailto:mailto:loribduff@bellsouth.net


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

February 2021 

Due Date for Newsletter Articles is always the 15th of the month! 

Email your items to Anne Finkelman at finkelmanA@aol.com and Fran Bruggeman at  franbruggeman@gmail.com  

 Thank you. 

TEMPLE BETH DAVID 

P.O. Box 865 
1885 McGee Road 
Snellville, GA 30078 

We’re on the Web! 

http://tbdga.org/ 

Join us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/

TempleBethDavid 

Live Stream Shabbat 
mornings on You Tube 

Havdallah on Facebook 

Live Stream   
Shabbat   

Service on You Tube 

Live Stream  
Shabbat mornings 

Havdallah on Facebook 
 

Talmud 
Zoom Tehilim  
Healing Circle 

Talmud 
Zoom Tehilim Healing 

Circle 

Lunch & Learn , 
Hebrew for Everyone, 

Talmud on Zoom, 
Board Meeting 

Lunch & Learn , 
Hebrew for Every-

one,  
Talmud, Purim I on 

Zoom 

Live Stream  
Shabbat 

Service on You Tube 
  

Talmud 
Zoom Tehilim  
Healing Circle 

Lunch & Learn , 
Hebrew for  

Everyone, Talmud, 
Purim II on Zoom 

Live Stream  
Shabbat   

Service on You Tube 
 

Live Stream  
Shabbat mornings 

 On You Tube 
Havdallah on Facebook 

Talmud 
Zoom Tehilim  
Healing Circle 

Zoom Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Course 

Zoom Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Course 

Sunday School on 
Zoom 

 

Sisterhood Zoom  
Meeting with Chat & 

Hamantaschen Recipe 

Sunday School 
Zoom Covid-19  

Education Committee 
Meeting 

Zoom Adult B’nai  
Mitzvah Course 

Zoom Purim Program, 
Live Stream  

Shabbat   
Service on You Tube 

Live Stream  
Shabbat mornings 

 On You Tube, Havdallah 
on Facebook 

 

Zoom Erev Purim 
Program 

Zoom Adult B’nai  
Mitzvah Course 

Lunch & Learn , 
Hebrew for  

Everyone,  Talmud 
 

Sunday School on 
Zoom 
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