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SHABBAT BULLETIN PARASHAT VAYIKRA SHABBAT ZACHOR MARCH
23,  2024

Shabbos
Friday March 22
Candle Lighting                                                  6:45  PM
Mincha                                                                   6:50  PM

Saturday  March 23
Shacharit                                                              9:00  AM 
Mincha   Park Ave                                              1:45  PM
Micha Sternberger                                             2:00  PM 
Shabbat Ends                                                      8 :02  PM
NO SEUDAH SHLISHEET AT EITHER LOCATION
Weekday
Sunday March 24 - Friday March 29            8:00 AM
Shacharit  Mon- Fri                                           7:00  AM
Mincha:                                                                 7:00   PM  

For most people learning or listening to Sefer Vayikra is a non-
starter. For those who try, our eyes gloss over as we read of
slaughter of bulls, sheep, blood sprinklings. The details are mind
numbing and we struggle to make sense our of any of it. We can’t
relate and simply think of it as an archaic method of worship. 
To try and combat that I would like to take one detail, a small one
and try and demonstrate that every detail of the Korbanot is
meaningful. In the second verse of the book of Vayikra we read:

Shabbat Parshat Vayikra 5784
Sermon – Meaning in the Details, Bakar and Tzon

Adapted from Rabbi Braun’s Sermon in 5783

ּ יבו קְרִ֖ אן תַּ ֙ ומִּן־הַצֹּ֔ קָר הֵמָה֗ מִן־הַבָּ יקוֹקָ֑ מִן־הַבְּ ן֖ לַֽ ם֛ קָרְבָּ יֽ־יקְַרִי֥ב מִכֶּ ם אָדָם֗ כִּ ֣ אֲלֵהֶ֔ ֙ וְאָמַרְתָּ רָאֵל נֵי֤ יִשְׂ ֞ר אֶל־בְּ בֵּ (ב) דַּ
נְכֶםֽ אֶת־קָרְבַּ

A person wants to bring a Korban, an animal, it can be brought from Bakar or Tzon, cattle or sheep. 
Is there any difference besides the cost of the animal? 

Listen to this amazing idea from Rav Yonatan Grossman. He argues that there is a difference, and it is a
fundamental one! 

Regarding the Korban Olah Hashem tells us:
תַ֜ח אהֶֹ֤ל מוֹעֵד֙ יקְַרִי֣ב אתֹ֔וֹ לִרְצנֹוֹ֖ לִפְנֵי֥ יְקוֹקָֽ (ג) מִ֖ים יקְַרִיבֶנּ֑וּ אֶל־פֶּ ר זָכָר֥ תָּ קָ֔ נוֹ֙ מִן־הַבָּ אִם־עלָֹ֤ה קָרְבָּ

If your offering is a burnt offering from the herd,(bull) you shall make your offering a male without
blemish. You shall bring it to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, for acceptance in your behalf before
Hashem.

The sacrifice is brought before Hashem!

When describing the Olah from the sheep/goat we read: 
מִ֖ים יקְַרִיבֶנּֽוּ (י)  י֖ם לְעלָֹ֑ה זָכָר֥ תָּ ִּ בִי֛ם אוֹ֥ מִן־הָעִז שָׂ נוֹ֧ מִן־הַכְּ וְאִם־מִן־הַצּאֹ֨ן קָרְבָּ

חַ֖ סָבִיֽב (יא) זְבֵּ מוֹ֛ עַל־הַמִּ נֵי֩ אַהֲרןֹ֨ הַכּהֲֹנִי֧ם אֶת־דָּ חַ֛ צָפנָֹ֖ה לִפְנֵי֣ יְקוֹקָ֑ וְזָרְק֡וּ בְּ זְבֵּ חַט֨ אתֹוֹ֜ עַל֣ ירֶֶ֧ךְ הַמִּ וְשָׁ

If your offering for a burnt offering is from the flock, of sheep or of goats, you shall make your offering
a male without blemish. 
It shall be slaughtered before Hashem on the north side of the altar, and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall
dash its blood against all sides of the altar.



This Olah is also male and perfect, yet it is sacrificed on the north side of the altar. 
There is a second difference as well. The sheep is slaughtered, and the blood thrown on the altar
immediately, because it is slaughtered right next to the altar. Yet by the Olah from cattle, there is an
intermediate step between slaughter and throwing. 

תַ֖ח ר־פֶּ יב אֲשֶׁ ֙ סָבִ֔ חַ֙ זְבֵּ ם֤ עַל־הַמִּ ּ אֶת־הַדָּ ם וְזָרְקו֨ ֔ נֵי֨ אַהֲרֹ֤ן הַֽכּהֲֹֽנִים֙ אֶת־הַדָּ ּ בְּ קָר֖ לִפְנֵי֣ יְקוֹקָ֑ וְהִ֠קְרִיבו ן֥ הַבָּ חַט֛ אֶת־בֶּ (ה) וְשָׁ
אהֶֹ֥ל מוֹעֵדֽ

The bull shall be slaughtered before Hashem; and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall offer the blood,
dashing the blood against all sides of the altar which is at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

There is slaughter, bringing the blood closer and then throwing, almost as if the cow was slaughtered
anywhere before hashem in the chatzer and then brought to the mizbeach. 

Chazal assume that the bull and sheep were both shechted on the North side of the Mizbeach. 

Why then is the description so different?

Rav Grossman explains that there are two fundamental elements in the Mishkan. 
It is a place where we encounter Hashem, we stand before Hashem. 
It is also a place of worship and sacrifice, on the mizbeach. 

The bull is brought ָֽתַ֜ח אהֶֹ֤ל מוֹעֵד֙ יקְַרִי֣ב אתֹ֔וֹ לִרְצנֹוֹ֖ לִפְנֵי֥ יְקוֹק ,at the entrance of the tent of meeting ,אֶל־פֶּ
where Moshe met Hashem, lifnei Hashem. The bull is brought when one wants to encounter Hashem. 

The sheep is described as being offered ָ֑חַ֛ צָפנָֹ֖ה לִפְנֵי֣ יְקוֹק זְבֵּ also lifnei Hashem, but here the ,עַל֣ ירֶֶ֧ךְ הַמִּ
focus is on the Altar. When you bring a sheep Olah you come before Hashem as a worshipper, that
belongs to the altar and not the Ohel Moed. 
The relationship you are seeking determines the animal!

That is abundantly clear from the psukim. 

Why does the bull represent our connection to the Ohel Moed and the sheep to the altar?

Here we enter the realm of theory, but he offers a few suggestions for this as well and I will share
one. 

A bull is completely subservient to his owner. Is carries or plows, nullified before his owner. So too. 
Sheep are corralled and cared for by a shepherd but allowed to roam on their own, they have a little
bit of leeway and control. 

When you stand before the Ohel Moed, stand before Hashem, we bring the bull, we are completely
nullified before the Ribono Shel Olam. 
 



When you come to the Mishkan as an Oved Hashem, and you approach the altar, you take a little bit of
initiative, you bring the sheep,  you acknowledge Hashem as shepherd but act as a Makriv..

Rav Yoni does this with every single detail and it is breathtaking. I know today was a bit technical, but
hopefully this idea will give you a new appreciation for the korbanot and the meaning and depth
contained in these parshiot.









Yahrzeits March 24 - March 30, 2024

 16 Adar II    Tim Levart for his father Cecil Levart, on Tuesday, March 26
 17 Adar II    Edward Joseph for his grandmother Anna Schwartz, on Wednesday, March 27
 18 Adar II    Jack Gould for his mother Deanna Lampel, on Thursday, March 28
 18 Adar II    Pamela Gould for her mother Deanna Lampel, on Thursday, March 28
 18 Adar II    Marvin Lipsky for his mother Ella Lipsky, on Thursday, March 28


