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SHABBAT PARASHAT VAYAKHEL PEKUDEI MARCH 18 ,  2023 

Shabbos
Friday March 17
Candle Lighting                                                  6:46 PM
Mincha                                                                   5:50 PM

Saturday March 18
Shacharit                                                             9:00 AM
Mincha                                                                  6:45 PM
Shabbat Ends                                                      7:56 PM
 
Weekday
Sunday March 19 - Friday March 24
Shacharit Sunday                                              8:00 AM
Shacharit Mon - Fri                                           7:00 AM
Mincha                                                                   6:55 PM     

Shabbat Parshat Vayakhel Pekudei– Hachodesh 5783
Sermon – Auhaliav Ben Achisamach lemateh Dan

Adapted From Rabbi Braun’s Sermon in 5782
There is an inherent tension between recognizing that everyone is equal in shul and recognizing
larger donors. It is the tension between the half shekel that everyone bring equally and the
nediv lev that brings to their hearts content from what they have..

Yet, I think that the Torah wants to emphasize the importance of the former idea, the equality,
in the smallest of details!

We are introduced to Bezalel, who is filled with the spirit of God and wisdom. He is to oversee all
of the people working on the Mishkan. At the end of our introduction to Bezlel we read, 

שמות (פרשת ויקהל) פרק לה פסוק ל - לד
ן) ה־ָדֽ ן־ֲאִחיָסָמְ֖ך ְלַמּטֵ ִלּבֹ֑ו ֕הוּא ְוָאֳֽהִליָא֥ב ּבֶ ת ָנַת֣ן ּבְ לד) וְּלהֹורֹ֖
Bezalel was also given the ability to teach, and ן ה־ָדֽ ן־ֲאִחיָסָמְ֖ך ְלַמּטֵ  .ְוָאֳֽהִליָא֥ב ּבֶ

Was he given to Bezalel? What is his role? Why is he mentioned here or at all!

We find something similar in parshat Ki Tisa, see I have called by name, Bezalel etc. And I filled
him with the spirit etc. 

שמות (פרשת כי תשא) פרק לא פסוק ב - ו
ן) ה־ָד֔ ן־ֲאִחֽיָסָמְך֙ ְלַמּטֵ ב ּבֶ י ִאּתֹ֗ו ֵא֣ת ָאֳהִליָא֞ ו) וֲַאִנ֞י ִהּנֵ֧ה ָנַתּ֣תִ

 And behold I have appointed with him Auhaliav..

Additionally, in each instance Auhaliav seems to be an afterthought. 
There is Bezalel, filled with God and wisdom in all areas, and there is Auhaliav with no description. 

Bezalel is the son of Uri, the son of Chur, to the tribe of Yehuda!
Auhaliav is the son of Achisamach, and no further back, to the tribe of Dan. 
Bezalel has real yichus and tribal greatness, Auhaliav has neither! 

Again, the question arises – what is his function? He seems to be a relative nobody!

The Midrash (Pesikta Zutrata) writes that Auhaliav has to be appointed because שאין עושין שררה על הצבור פחות משנים, any communal appointment has to be
in pairs. 
In other words, don’t think too much about him, he could be anyone, there just has to be someone along with Bezalel. 

That might be right, but it makes a terrible sermon!

Rashi (Vayakhel) argues that Auhaliav is chosen to teach us a very important lesson. Hashem specifically chooses a no one from a nobody tribe, Dan is a
child of the shefachot, not the primary matriarchs. And Hashem chooses him to stand alongside Bezalel, descended from the great Chur, from the great
tribe of Yehuda to teach us what we learn from the following verse in Iyov. 
He is not partial to princes;
 The noble are not preferred to the wretched;
 For all of them are the work of His hands.

Every person is created in the image of God and has inherent value and worth. Family and tribal lineage do not make one person any better than anyone
else simply because of their lineage. Bezalel and Auhaliav are equals, despite the societal differences between them. 

Especially as we stand before Hashem in the Mishkan, that is a critical message for us to learn. Before Hashem we are all indeed equal!

Rav Chaim Paltiel offers a slightly different approach. The lesson is not for us; the lesson is for Bezalel! 

He quotes Rabbi Chanina who teaches us that a person should never become too arrogant. His proof is that the Mishkan was built by two people, Bezalel
from a great tribe and Auhaliav from the lowest tribe. Hashem said, let this lowly one come and join the great one so that he should not become too
arrogant! 



The same thing happened when the Mikdash was built. There was the great Shlomo and there was Chiram, whose mother was from Dan! 

Auhaliav is sent to keep Bezalel in check and to remind him that it is the skills they both possess that make them uniquely suited to this job. The skills they
worked hard to attain! That is what Hashem wants and why he chooses them, not because of who birthed them or where they came from!

Auhaliav then comes to teach us two critical messages:

1.The more it becomes about you, the less it becomes about Hashem and that is certainly not true avodat Hashem.
2.It is what we accomplish and who we are that determines our worth, not our lineage or bank account.













25 ADAR II          Barry Elbaum for his mother Bella Elbaum, on Saturday, March 18
26 ADAR              David Sharon for his mother Eugenia Sharon, on Sunday, March 19
26 ADAR              Aimee Ostrov for her mother Anne Goldstein, on Sunday, March 19
26 ADAR              Alan Cohn for his brother  Martin Cohn, on Sunday, March 19
27 ADAR              Linda Braka for her father Henry M Sager, on Monday, March 20
27 ADAR              Charles Katz for his aunt Dora Katz, on Monday, March 20
27 ADAR I            Robert Bloom for his mother Phyllis Bloom, on Monday, March 20
29 ADAR              Beth Jacob for her uncle Joseph Rassas, on Wednesday, March 22
29 ADAR              Harold Rassas for his father Joseph Rassas, on Wednesday, March 22
29 ADAR              Florence Joffe for her brother Sidney Joffe, on Wednesday, March 22
01 NISSAN          Doris Levin for her father William Levine, on Thursday, March 23
02 NISSAN          Alan Cohn for his father Thomas Cohn, on Friday, March 24

Please report any errors or omissions to Marcelle at office@brothersisrael.org

Yahrzeits March 18 - March 24, 2023


